
Tribe drops 16-inning duel in Puerto Rico finale 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico -- A few hours before Carlos Carrasco took the mound at Hiram Bithorn Stadium on Wednesday, the pitcher emerged 
from Cleveland's clubhouse holding a box filled with Indians hats and shirts. He proceeded to walk down the left-field line, passing them out to 
kids in the stands. 
 
Carrasco and the rest of the Indians and Twins players understood that this unique series -- two games on an island still in recovery from 
Hurricane Maria -- was bigger than the box scores. This was an opportunity to give back, which the teams did both on and off the field. And on 
Wednesday, the clubs put on a show that lasted deep into the night, a 2-1 victory for Minnesota that ended in the 16th inning. 
 
"This was really important for Puerto Rico and the fans," Carrasco said. "Everyone knows what happened on Sept. 20. I'm glad I got to play 
here with my teammates. I got to pitch here. It was incredible to play here. It was unbelievable." 
Over the past three days, this has been a celebration for Puerto Rico, which is where Cleveland players Francisco Lindor and Roberto Perez 
were born, as well as Minnesota's Jose Berrios and Eddie Rosario. In Tuesday's 6-1 victory, Lindor launched the decisive home run that rattled 
Estadio Hiram Bithorn. On Wednesday night, Berrios equaled the seven shutout innings spun by Carrasco, who worked with Perez behind the 
plate. 
 
Rosario scored the series' final run, crossing home after a Ryan LaMarre single in the 16th. 
 
Earlier in the day, Perez spent time with his mother, Lilliam Martinez, whose house in Mayaguez was destroyed when Hurricane Maria overtook 
the island in September. During Monday's off-day, Lindor went back to his former grammar school in Gurabo. Eighteen families with children 
attending Escuela Villa Marina -- where Lindor once tossed baseballs against the classroom's cement walls -- were displaced due to the violent 
storm. 
 
Many of the fans in the ballpark lived through the hurricane and were issued a harsh reminder early Wednesday, when another island-wide 
power outage struck the U.S. territory. Power was restored to the stadium, where the crowd filled the air with singing and a steady rhythm of 
drumbeats and maracas throughout the longest MLB game in ballpark history. 
 
"This is a moment that I won't ever forget," said Perez, who was emotional after saying goodbye to his mom and brother after the game. "I'm 
going to live with this the rest of my life." 
Like many of the players on the trip, Carrasco did his part for the island, too. 
 
After the hurricane last year, Carrasco's foundation sent food, water, funds and supplies to Puerto Rico to aid in the recovery efforts. On 
Monday, the pitcher received a letter of gratitude from Puerto Rico Gov. Ricky Rossello and a gift from San Juan's vice mayor, Rafael Jaume. 
Carrasco has also led initiatives to assist children in Cleveland, the Dominican Republic and his native Venezuela. 
 
Carrasco has long looked up to Hall-of-Famer Roberto Clemente, who was known as much for his skills on the field with the Pirates as his 
charitable work off it. A large portrait of Clemente is painted on an outer wall of Hiram Bithorn Stadium, greeting all who arrive at the ballpark's 
front gates. 
"I give thanks to Roberto Clemente, because he opened the door for everyone," Carrasco said. "We can give back the same way he did. I want 
to keep doing that." 
 
As a team, Cleveland's players donated a full playoff share from last season to assist in efforts around Lindor's former stomping grounds, as 
well as in the region where Perez grew up. The Indians would have loved nothing more than to walk away with wins in both contests, but this 
series was about more than the final score. 
 
"They treated us really well and I think they saw pretty good baseball," Indians manager Terry Francona said of the fans. "All in all, I think it was 
pretty successful for Major League Baseball." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Trading home runs: Following 13 consecutive shutout innings from both sides, Indians slugger Edwin Encarnacion broke the deadlock with a 
one-out homer in the 14th. His solo blast off Trevor Hildenberger caromed off the pole down the left-field line to put Cleveland ahead, 1-0. 
Miguel Sano responded with a first-pitch, no-doubt blast into the left-field seats against Matt Belisle in the bottom of the inning to pull the game 
into a 1-1 tie. 
 
"We had [the lead] for one pitch. It didn't last long," Francona said. "And then it comes down to, when you get to that point, who makes a 
mistake. And we did. We had some chances. We didn't execute bunts. And it caught up with us." 
 
Tribe can't capitalize: Yan Gomes led off the 15th inning with a double into the right-field corner and was soon joined on the bases by Brandon 
Guyer, who was hit in the head by a pitch from Alan Busenitz. That created an opportunity for Cleveland, but Lindor followed with a strikeout 
and Jason Kipnis grounded into a 4-6-3 double play to bring an abrupt halt to the inning. 
 
SOUND SMART 



The 16-inning game was the longest regular-season Major League contest held outside the continental United States and Canada in baseball 
history. The previous record for Hiram Bithorn Stadium was a 14-inning game between the Expos and Angels on June 5, 2003. 
 
UP NEXT 
Following an off-day, the Indians will open a four-game series with the Orioles with a 7:05 p.m. ET tilt on Friday at Camden Yards. Righty 
Trevor Bauer, who is 0-3 with a 7.63 ERA in his career in Baltimore, will start for Cleveland. He will be opposed by Orioles righty Dylan Bundy. 
 
'Bebo' feels blessed to play for mom in PR 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico -- Roberto Perez tried to keep his focus on baseball, but a week had gone by without hearing from his mom in Puerto 
Rico. The coastal town of Mayaguez, where Perez grew up and where his mom and brother still call home, was ravaged by Hurricane Maria in 
September. Perez had only hope, not answers. 
 
When Perez's phone finally buzzed with word from his native island, Cleveland's catcher did not recognize the phone number, but he knew 
where the call originated. He picked up and heard from one of his mother's neighbors, who told Perez to remember the number. It was a land 
line and Perez's mom, Lilliam Martinez, could be reached there. 
 
Perez called as soon as he could, listened to the ringing with anticipation and then the click when someone answered. 
"Bebo?" said the voice on the other end. 
 
It was his mom. 
"It was a blessing," Perez said. 
 
When Perez was very young, Martinez thought her son looked like a baby from magazines. She called him "Bebo" and the nickname stuck 
throughout his life and is now the moniker used by his teammates with the Indians. When it is Perez's turn to catch, players will call it "Bebo 
Day." It was Bebo Day on Wednesday night at Hiram Bithorn Stadium, where Martinez was in the stands and Perez was playing in Puerto Rico 
for the first time with a Major League team. 
 
It has been seven months since Hurricane Maria caused massive destruction throughout Puerto Rico, which is still feeling the effects of the 
Category 5 storm. More than 3 million people were initially without power, and the island's infrastructure has remained unstable. On 
Wednesday morning, while Perez and his mother sat down for a wide-ranging interview, Puerto Rico sustained another massive power outage. 
 
While buildings surrounding Hiram Bithorn Stadium remained dark, the ballpark had its power restored so the game could go on. This was more 
than just a baseball game for many of the fans who flocked to the stadium. It certainly meant more than any final score for Perez, his mom and 
his brother, Michael, who experienced the devastation of the violent storm firsthand. 
 
Perez felt that pain during that first phone call. 
 
"She starts saying, 'Oh, we lost the house,'" Perez said. "That's when I told her, I said, 'You know what? That's material. Forget about it. All I 
care about is that you guys are safe.' And they were. I was so happy to talk to them." 
 
The house that Perez grew up in was destroyed by the hurricane, but his family's bond was not broken. Perez, who signed a multiyear contract 
with the Indians early last season, told his mom that they would either purchase a new house or build one from the ground up. Martinez will 
soon have a new home in the same area where Perez was raised. 
Perez's parents divorced when he was just 1 year old. Martinez drove trucks in Puerto Rico to make ends meet and did what she could to keep 
her son on the right path. A former softball player, Martinez saw Perez's passion for baseball when he was little, and she stoked that inner fire. 
 
"I knew he was going to be a baseball player," Martinez said, using Perez as her interpreter. "'Every time we'd go to the store, he'd always be in 
the toys area. And he would pick up a bat and a ball. That's when I thought he would be a baseball player." 
 
Martinez took Perez to his games when he was young and cheered him on. She dropped him off at the airport -- and cried the entire solitary 
drive home -- when he headed to Lake City, Fla., to play for Florida Gateway College. She was always a phone call or text message away, 
telling her son never to give up on his dreams. She rejoiced with Perez when Cleveland took him in the 33rd round of the 2008 MLB Draft and 
cried when he was called to the Majors six years later. 
 
During the 2016 World Series, Martinez was in the stands when Perez belted two home runs in Game 1 against the Cubs, becoming the first 
Puerto Rico-born player with a multi-homer game in a Fall Classic. As Progressive Field shook, fans around her gave her hugs and 
handshakes amid the chaos. 
 
"I thought I was dreaming," she said. "A moment I will never forget." 
 
All of the sacrifices Martinez made helped mold Perez's character and work ethic. He was never a top prospect. He was not a high Draft pick. 
But, Perez, 29, is now considered one of baseball's elite defensive catchers -- one in a long list of "receptores" to have come out of Puerto Rico. 
And, Perez is now a father to two young boys, giving him a chance to draw from all he learned from his mom. 



"I raised them by myself," Martinez said. "The message I always tried to tell him is, 'Give them what your dad never gave you.'" 
 
On Bebo Day in Puerto Rico, Perez gave his mom many reasons to be proud. 
 
"This is for her," Perez said. "She deserves everything." 
 
Nearly a Duke hoopster, Benson loving baseball 
By Jonathan Mayo MLB.com @JonathanMayo 
DAYTON, Ohio -- The month of March was rough for Indians outfield prospect Will Benson. 
 
There wasn't an injury and it wasn't like Cleveland's No. 7 prospect struggled during Spring Training. No, it had nothing to do with baseball; it 
had everything to do with March Madness. 
 
"It sucked, because I knew I could help Duke win it all," said Benson, a basketball standout in high school who would have walked on with the 
Blue Devils on the court had he not signed. "I'm kidding. But March was a tough time, especially seeing my Dukies lose. 
 
"I miss basketball, 100 percent. It will always be my one and first true love, honestly. I'll be a basketball guy until the day I die, but I'm continuing 
to grow and love baseball even more now, so it's pretty awesome." 
 
• Indians' Top 30 list | Top prospects stats 
 
Benson's skills in his chosen sport have grown as well. Both he and the Indians knew it might take some time for the big outfielder to figure 
things out when they took him in the first round in 2016, given his split focus across two sports in high school. Both team and player knew he 
might not go to a full-season club in 2017, his first full year of pro ball. Instead, Benson hung back at the Indians' Arizona facility and went to 
Class A Short-Season Mahoning Valley, where he showed off power (10 homers in 202 at-bats) and a propensity to swing-and-miss (80 
strikeouts). 
 
"Going into it, I was pretty clear with the Indians that it was going to be a process and I wanted to take the best route and make sure I would be 
the best possible player I could be," Benson said. "They fully understood that and we've both been in cooperation with that. I've been working 
hard; that extra summer was needed. I think it benefited me heavily, gaining connection with coaches who started to understand who I am as a 
player and what I wanted to be and helped get me to where I am right now. 
 
"I think extended spring allowed me to continue to understand who I am as a baseball player. Coming up, baseball really wasn't my first sport. 
Coming into it, I was really good at it, but I hadn't reached my full potential. I'm still trying to figure that out and that summer was a big step in 
me figuring that stuff out." 
 
One of those coaches is Pete Lauritson, Benson's hitting coach in Mahoning Valley and now again in his full-season debut with Lake County in 
the Midwest League. He has worked tirelessly with Lauritson to refine his craft at the plate. Sometimes a light bulb has gone off and sometimes 
it's been more of a slow burn. 
 
"It's an overall approach, an overall comfort I'm starting to feel that I didn't feel before and that's starting to help me move the ball to different 
parts of the field and become a better overall hitter," Benson said. "Big shouts to Pete Lauritson, our hitting coach. I think I had quite a few 'a-ha' 
moments with him. And being in the Indians organization, there's always gradual progress. Going back to last summer, there was a really good 
mixture of 'a-ha' moments and gradual progress and it was kind of cool to really understand baseball at a deeper level than I ever had before." 
 
That work has already shown up in the early going of the Midwest League season. All of Benson's 10 home runs in 2017 went to his pull side. 
His first two long balls with Lake County have gone the other way, to left field, and he's cut his strikeout rate and upped his walk rate a bit over 
his first nine games. 
 
"Yes, I did work on that in the offseason, but it was more just becoming a better overall hitter," Benson said. "Like I said Pete Lauritson, me and 
him have had some 'a-ha' moments. A lot of that transpired over the course of the offseason, even during Spring Training and even the 
beginning of this season. Some of those moments have opened up my swing a little bit more to different parts of the field." 
 
Napoli's injury 'significant,' says Francona 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico -- Mike Napoli sustained a serious right knee injury while playing for Triple-A Columbus on Tuesday, creating 
questions about where the first baseman's career will go from here. Indians manager Terry Francona believes Napoli will make an impact no 
matter what comes next for the slugger. 
 
Francona exchanged text messages with Napoli prior to the Indians' game against the Twins on Wednesday in San Juan. 
"I told him, 'Things happen for a reason,'" Francona said. "Who knows? Maybe this now starts him on a second journey in his career. I'm not 
speaking for him -- that's not fair. But that's what I hope." 
 



Francona did not have any further details on the specifics of the injury yet, other than to call it a "significant" setback. Napoli underwent an MRI 
exam, and the team is in the process of gathering more information on the injury. Cleveland's manager said Napoli was running after a foul 
popup down the right-field line against Pawtucket at Huntington Park when his right knee buckled. 
 
Over 12 Major League seasons, Napoli has played in three World Series -- including in 2016 with the Indians -- and won one championship 
(2013 Red Sox). The catcher turned first baseman belted 267 home runs across his tours with the Angels, Rangers, Indians and Red Sox. 
 
The Indians brought the 36-year-old Napoli to Spring Training this year as a non-roster invitee, giving him a chance to audition for a Major 
League job elsewhere. When an opportunity did not arise, Napoli accepted Cleveland's offer to open the season with Triple-A Columbus. In 
eight games, Napoli went 3-for-24 with one home run for the Clippers. 
 
"He was an impact player," Francona said. "My guess is he'll impact the game doing something else now." 
 
Despacito's Daddy Yankee throws 1st pitch 
By Jesse Sanchez MLB.com @JesseSanchezMLB 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico -- One of the biggest names in the music industry delivered once again. 
 
Puerto Rico's own Daddy Yankee threw out the ceremonial first pitch as part of a star-studded program before the final game between the 
Twins and the Indians in the Puerto Rico Series on Wednesday night. 
The pitch was a strike. 
 
"I'm so honored for the invitation and to be a part of an important part of our history," said the recording artist superstar most recently known for 
"Despacito," a hit song on which he collaborated with Luis Fonsi. "More importantly, I'm so happy to see all the children having fun and enjoying 
the experience with all of the players here. I was a kid and I had dreams, and I know they do, too." 
 
Daddy Yankee, whose real name is Ramón Luis Ayala Rodríguez, has already donated more than $1 million to Hurricane Maria relief on the 
island. He spent part of pregame chatting with players, including Indians shortstop Francisco Lindor, near the dugout. 
 
"I want the kids to think they can make it to the Major Leagues and they can make their dreams come true," the singer said. "There is nothing 
these kids can't accomplish, and I hope I can also inspire them in some way." 
 
Daddy Yankee's pitch was preceded by Puerto Rican musician Pedro Capó performing "La Borinquena," the island's anthem. Marileyda, winner 
of the 2013 Idol Puerto Rico competition, sang "The Star-Spangled Banner" and Hall of Famer Roberto Alomar delivered the game ball to the 
mound. 
 
There was also a special pregame ceremony in support of Little Leaguers on the island that featured Twins outfielder Eddie Rosario, Lindor and 
Indians pitcher Corey Kluber. MLB provided new equipment and apparel to 150 Little League youth softball and baseball teams, reaching a 
total of more than 2,000 players. 
 
"When I was a kid, I saw the Expos of Montreal and the Marlins play here at Hiram Bithorn. I saw Vladimir Guerrero and I told myself I wanted 
to play here one day, too," Rosario said. "This is my dream, and I hope it's a dream for the little kids to see me and try to do the same thing." 
 
Additionally, the Major League Baseball Players Association's Players Trust presented a $200,000 grant to Feeding America to help the 
organization's efforts to distribute food and supplies to those still impacted by Hurricane Maria and Hurricane Irma. The grant will benefit four 
food banks in Florida and Puerto Rico and help underwrite additional staff support for Banco de Alimentos de Puerto Rico, a member of 
Feeding America. Lindor, Rosario and Minnesota infielder Eduardo Escobar were among the participants in the presentation. 
"Throughout the history of the players union and the players in general, Puerto Rico has a long history with us," said former Major League 
pitcher Javier Vazquez, an executive with the MLBPA who is the winningest Major League pitcher from Puerto Rico. "We always try to help out 
when it is needed. Whether that's Houston with the hurricane or Puerto Rico. We have a lot of players that want to help different communities." 
 
The pregame ceremonies capped a busy three days of giving back to the island by MLB, the MLBPA, the Twins and the Indians. There is still 
more work to be done. There was a power outage that impacted the entire island Wednesday. 
 
"This has been a very important event for Puerto Rico, especially after the hurricane," Vazquez said. "We needed an event like this that is 
shown worldwide and televised nationally to show the great players we have, the history of baseball here, and that Puerto Rico is strong and up 
and running. Slowly but surely, it's getting there." 
 
With his mom by his side and her new house on the way , Roberto Pérez enjoys a 'Bebo Day' he'll never for get 
Zack Meisel 6h ago  4   
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — Roberto Pérez didn’t recognize the phone number, but the voice on the other end delivered the message he was 
desperate to hear. 
 
“Hey, Bebo…” 
 



The Indians catcher hadn’t spoken with his mom since Hurricane Maria ravaged his humble hometown of Mayaguez on Puerto Rico’s west 
coast. The mystery voice belonged to a neighbor, who supplied Pérez with the number to finally reach his mom. 
 
Mother and son touched base, a moment that eased their consciences. Lilliam Martinez was OK, but her home wasn’t so fortunate. 
 
“That’s material,” Pérez told her. “Forget about it.” 
 
He vowed to build her a new one. 
 
On Wednesday morning, Pérez and his mom sat on the veranda of the team hotel, overlooking the Atlantic Ocean. A steady wind whipped 
Pérez’s blonde hair from side to side. Waves crashed into the rock formations down below. 
 
Much of Puerto Rico lost power again on Wednesday. Harsh realities remain for the still-recovering island. But mother and son could table 
those challenges on this sunny day. Lilliam watched her son play baseball — in Puerto Rico. 
 
In the second inning, Pérez walked toward the plate as a booming baritone announced his name. He tapped each cleat with his bat and took a 
practice hack. Lilliam watched in anticipation from her seat at Hiram Bithorn Stadium. 
 
Earlier in the day, Pérez explained to his mom what his teammates call the days in which he catches. 
 
Lilliam smiled and repeated the phrase. 
 
“Bebo Day.” 
 
After he slapped hands with Lonnie Chisenhall and Brandon Guyer, Pérez pointed toward the stands, where Lilliam sat, beaming with pride. 
Her son, a glove-first catcher, had belted his second home run of Game 1 of the World Series. 
 
It was the entire country’s introduction to her little Bebo. 
 
“I thought I was dreaming,” she said. 
 
Years ago, they would enter a store and Pérez would race to the toy department to pick out the perfect bat and ball. That gave Lilliam an idea 
that the sport might become a fixture in his future. When she wasn’t driving trucks to make ends meet, she was playing softball or 
accompanying Pérez and his friends to the baseball field. She would offer unsolicited advice to her son, telling him to shorten his swing or to 
guard the outside part of the plate. 
 
Pérez laughs when recalling her frequent suggestions. He has a better appreciation for them now that he boasts a big-league uniform. After all, 
Lilliam has always had her son’s best interests at heart. Pérez has his mom’s first name tattooed on his right wrist. Every time he spots it — 
perhaps after a throw to second base or while picking up a bat — he’s reminded of what his mom sacrificed to care for him and his younger 
brother, Michael. Pérez’s father was out of the picture by his first birthday. 
 
Pérez now has two children of his own: Roberto Andres and Liam, who was born two days after his World Series heroics. His sons will 
occasionally waddle behind him through the clubhouse after a game like a brood of ducklings. 
 
“The message I always try to tell him,” Lilliam said, “is, ‘Give them what your dad never gave you.’ ” 
Lilliam sits upright with unflinching posture, her hands resting on her thighs and her back pressed up against a tan chair. She speaks softly, 
focusing straight ahead as she delivers her responses in Spanish to her son, serving as her interpreter. 
 
Pérez went about a week without hearing his mom’s gentle voice after Hurricane Maria wreaked havoc upon the unassuming island. The 
Indians had just secured another division title, but they were attempting to fend off the Astros in their bid for home-field advantage. Pérez still 
had to concentrate on calling pitches, on absorbing prematurely plunging breaking balls and on dissuading runners from swiping a base. His 
mind, understandably, floated toward the devastation in his homeland and the uncertainty surrounding his family. 
 
“I live for baseball, right?” Pérez said. “I had to separate those things. I had to do it. I had to focus.” 
 
Pérez turned to fellow Puerto Ricans Francisco Lindor and Sandy Alomar for emotional aid. He also leaned on his mom’s favorite bit of wisdom. 
Lilliam used to frequently remind her son to “keep the faith.” 
 
“On the road,” she said, “there’s always little bumps.” 
 
Pérez didn’t follow Google Maps’ recommended route to the majors. He signed for $10,000, a paltry sum by the sport’s standards. He 
revamped his offensive approach after years of substandard hitting statistics. He even suffered through a bout of Bell’s Palsy in 2013. For 
months, he couldn’t shut his left eye. Blinking was a more demanding task than socking a 98-mph heater. His eye watered. It dried out. It drove 
him nuts. A patch helped a little at night, granting him a few hours of sleep here and there. 



 
He powered through it, though. Every time he considered a life without baseball, he drew blanks. There was no alternative plan, no second skill 
begging for his attention. 
 
He had to do this. For his mom. For himself. 
 
“The message for me was: I want to prove people wrong,” Pérez said. 
 
Class AAA Columbus manager Chris Tremie pulled Pérez into his office one night after an extra-inning affair in July 2014. He told the catcher to 
pack his bags and fill his car’s gas tank. He was bound for Cleveland. Pérez left the office and called his mom. 
 
“She couldn’t believe it,” Pérez said. “She started screaming. It was so late. She was proud of it. She has done a lot for me. She’s been my 
mom and my father at the same time. A single mom, two kids. 
 
“This is for her. She deserves everything.” 
Pérez jogged back to the Indians’ dugout and the crowd at Hiram Bithorn Stadium roared. He’s not fleet of foot, as his teammates are quick to 
mention, but he legged out an infield single and advanced to second on a throwing error. Rajai Davis replaced him on the basepaths, which 
created the opportunity for the fans to shower Pérez with appreciation one, final time. 
 
“There are kids out there looking up [to me],” Pérez said. “I just want to play the game hard, especially here, in front of these fans. I don’t want 
them to feel like I betrayed them.” 
 
Pérez played in front of his family and friends, in front of old classmates and teammates who completed the two-and-a-half hour trek from 
Mayaguez. Many of them know the 29-year-old as Bebo, a nickname bestowed upon him long ago, Lilliam said, because he looked “like a baby 
from a magazine.” 
 
That baby is now a big-leaguer, one who earned a contract extension a year ago. Pérez signed a four-year, $9 million deal that could balloon to 
about $21.5 million during six years. During the negotiation process, he consulted his mom, who simply offered her support no matter his 
decision. Little did she know that Pérez planned to allot part of his new salary for her new residence. 
 
That’s material, though. On Wednesday, mother and son had the chance to spend Bebo Day together. That can’t be topped. 
 
“This is a moment that I will never forget,” Pérez said. “I’m going to live with this the rest of my life.” 
 
Clippers 2, Red Sox 0 | Starting pitcher Adam Plutko  repeats strong outing 
By Mark Znidar  
Adam Plutko credited outfielders Brandon Barnes and Francisco Mejia for their glove work and couldn’t say enough about how pitching coach 
Steve Karsay has helped him get his mechanics back in line. 
 
About the only person he didn’t praise was the right-handed pitcher wearing uniform No. 28: himself. 
 
Plutko was outstanding for a second straight start, giving up three hits and one walk and striking out three in six innings in the Clippers’ 2-0 
victory over the Pawtucket Red Sox on Wednesday night at Huntington Park. 
 
The victory enabled the Clippers (5-7) to avoid a series sweep by the PawSox. 
 
“I really got helped out by my defense because a few balls were tattooed pretty good,” Plutko said. “Barnesy tracked a few down in center, and 
Mejia looked good in left. It just worked out.” 
Plutko was stout, throwing 60 strikes in 91 pitches. He retired the first eight batters and then nine straight from the last out of the third inning to 
the sixth. Three fly balls were caught on the warning track. 
 
Against Durham in the first home series of the season, Plutko gave up one hit and struck out eight in seven innings. 
 
“Before my last start, I got it — felt it — and Steve Karsey has had as much to do with this as me,” Plutko said. “We’ve spent hours together 
working on this. I’m just trying to keep this feeling. More than anything, I’m focusing on grinding it out on each pitch. If you do that, all of a 
sudden you throw a good game.” 
 
Mike Ohlman sent Mejia to the warning track leading off the third, and Barnes to the track in the fourth and fifth. 
 
Manager Chris Tremie said Plutko was efficient. 
 
“He had good tempo and located balls — he pitched really well,” Tremie said. “He’s in really good shape. He worked hard in the offseason.” 
 
Next game 



But it took a terrific relief job by Ben Taylor with runners on first and second and no one out in the seventh to maintain the lead. He got Ivan De 
Jesus Jr. on a 4-6-3 double play and struck out Jeremy Barfield. 
 
“That was a chance for something to happen, and he came in and kind of shut them down,” Tremie said. 
 
Pawtucket starter Justin Haley was exceptional in the first five innings, but his throwing error on a comebacker hit by Yandy Diaz with a runner 
on first and one out in the sixth led to a sacrifice fly by Yu Chang. 
 
The Clippers added a run in the seventh when Eric Haase led off with a double down the left-field line, went to third on a groundout, and scored 
on a single to left by Richie Shaffer. 
 
Starting pitching duel wasted as Cleveland Indians fall to Minnesota Twins, 2-1, in 16 innings 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

SAN JUAN, P.R. - The second and last chapter of the Puerto Rico Series between the Indians and Twins almost didn't take place because of 
an island-wide blackout a few hours before Wednesday night's game. 

But the city of San Juan opened its power grid to Hiram Bithorn Stadium - the ballpark had reportedly been running on backup generators - and 
the game was played. But if city officials were in need of another power source they could have plugged into Carlos Carrasco and Jose Berrios. 
They brought the heat for seven innings before leaving with no score.  

The pitching continued to dominate until the 16th inning when Ryan LaMarre's bases-loaded single off Josh Tomlin gave the Twins a 2-1 
victory. Tomlin was the eighth reliever to work in the game. 

The inning turned on an error by second baseman Jason Kipnis. After Eddie Rosario hit a leadoff single, Logan Morrison sent a double-play ball 
to Kipnis. Kipnis came up on the ball and it went under his glove as Rosario went to third. 

The Indians intentionally walked Eduardo Escobar to load the bases to set up a force at any base. That's when LaMarre ended it with a single 
through the middle of a drawn-in infield. 

In the 14th, Edwin Encarnacion, in a 2-for-32 skid, put the Indians ahead, 1-0, with a homer off Trevor Hildenberger. It looked like the Indians 
were sitting pretty, but Miguel Yano returned the favor in the bottom of the inning with a leadoff homer off Matt Belisle's first pitch to keep the 
game going. 

The Tribe went 0-for-12 with runners in scoring position and stranded 12 runners. The Twins went 1-for-9 with runners in scoring position and 
stranded 14 runners. 

"We got the lead, but it didn't last long," said Francona. "When a game gets to that point, it usually comes down to who makes a mistake and 
we did." 

The Indians missed chance after chance in extra innings. They put the leadoff hitter on base five times between the 10th and 16th inning, but 
couldn't score. 

In the 10th Puerto Rican native Roberto Perez reached second on a infield single and a throwing error by second baseman Brian Dozier. Rajai 
Davis pinch ran, but the Indians couldn't get him home. 

Greg Allen, promoted as the 26th man for this series, couldn't bunt Davis to third and then struck out against lefty Zach Duke. Brandon Guyer 
grounded out to first to advance Davis for the second out of the inning. 

Francisco Lindor, the hometown hero of Tuesday's win, was next to bat, but the Twins intentionally walked him. Kipnis followed with a drive to 
the gap in left center that center fielder Max Kepler tracked down for the third out. 

Yonder Alonso started the 12th with a single and was replaced by pinch-runner Erik Gonzalez. He took second on a wild pitch, but Davis failed 
to advance him with a bunt before lining out to left. 

Gonzalez reached third on a ground out by Yan Gomes, but Guyer grounded out to third. 

Gomes started the 15th with a double and Guyer was hit in the batting helmet to put runners on first and second with no one out. Lindor, after 
failing to advance the runners with a bunt, struck out. Kipnis ended the inning by grounding into a double play. 

Jose Ramirez walked to start the 16th, but was stranded at second base. It may have been the worse exhibition of how not to sacrifice bunt that 
the Indians have put on in a long while. 

"We had some chances," said Francona. "We didn't execute bunts and it caught up to us." 

The Twins could have ended it in the 12th. They had runners on second and third with one out, but Cody Allen struck out LaMarre and Robbie 
Grossman lined out to Lindor at short. 

Carrasco entered the game having allowed one run in last 14 innings. The run came in the sixth inning in his last start when Detroit's Leonys 
Martin homered with two out. 

The run now stands at one run in his last 21 innings. 

Before the game Francona said Carrasco liked to pitch in the heat. Well, it was 80 degrees at game time and Carrasco pitched like he loved it. 

"The atmosphere tonight was really good for both sides," said Carrasco. "Only one team is going to win, but we played good baseball tonight." 

Dozier started the game with a single and stole second, but Carrasco retired the next three batters. He was in charge through the next six 
innings. 



Over the last two seasons, the Twins have scored two runs in 26 2/3 innings against him. That's a 0.67 ERA. 

The Twins put two runners on with one out in the fifth, but Carrasco struck out Jason Castro and Dozier. 

The Indians threatened Berrios once over seven innings. He allowed just three hits, struck out five and didn't walk a batter. 

Two of the hits came in the first inning. After that Berrios allowed one hit over the last six innings. He retired 16 straight. 

The was nothing wrong with the Indians starting pitching in their trip to Puerto Rico. Corey Kluber and Carrasco combined to allow one run in 13 
2/3 innings with 13 strikeouts and seven hits allowed. 

What it means 

The Indians are 8-1 (W) or 7-2 (L) in the AL Central so far this season. 

The pitches 

Berrios threw 84 pitches, 57 (68 percent) for strikes. Carrasco threw 98 pitches, 70 (71 percent) for strikes. 

Pre-game ceremonies 

Lindor was presented the 2016 Latin MVP award before the game. The award was presented by the Latin Sportswriters and Broadcasters 
Association. 

The association waited to give him the award so they could present it to him in person in Puerto Rico. 

Thanks for coming 

The Indians and Twins drew a sellout crowd of 19,537 to Hiram Bithorn Stadium on Wednesday night. First pitch was at 7:10 p.m. with a 
temperature of 80 degrees. 
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Connor Marabell's homer carries Akron RubberDucks to  win 

AKRON, Ohio -- Connor Marabell's two-run homer in the bottom of the seventh gave the RubberDucks a 3-2 lead and right-hander Aaron 
Civale delivered a solid start as Akron defeated Altoona, 4-2, Wednesday night at Canal Park. 

The RubberDucks (7-5) entered the seventh trailing, 2-1, when Mark Mathias started the inning with a single. Marabell then sent a shot over 
center field off Curve reliever Logan Sendelbach (1-1, 3.86 ERA). 

Mathias added another run in the eighth inning with a sacrifice fly. 

It was a very good game for Marabell, an outfielder, who was 2-for-3 with a double, homer, two RBI and two runs scored. 

Civale didn't get the decision but pitched well, giving up two runs in 6 2/3 innings. He gave up 10 hits but only one was for extra bases. Reliever 
Leandro Linares (2-1, 7.71) pitched 1 1/3 scoreless innings for the win. 

Curve starter J.T. Brubaker, who once pitched at the University of Akron, went six innings, giving up just one run, four hits and striking out eight. 

Mike Napoli suffers right knee injury at Class AAA Columbus; career could be in jeopardy 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

SAN JUAN, P.R. - Mike Napoli suffered a serious injury to his right knee on Monday while playing for Class AAA Columbus. 

"We don't know a ton," said manager Terry Francona. "A lot of us have been in touch with him, just because we care so much about him. 

"It seems like it's a significant knee injury. We'll go from there. I was literally just texting with him. There's so much unknown, but it does seem to 
be significant." 

Napoli, 36, helped drive the Indians to the World Series in 2016 when he set career high with 34 homers and 101 RBI. He also set a club record 
with 192 strikeouts. 

The injury could be career-threatening. 

He spent last season with the Rangers and went unsigned over the winter until the Indians brought him to spring training on a minor league 
deal. The Indians told him they didn't have a spot for him in the big leagues, but he could come to camp and showcase his skills if another team 
was interested. 

That was not the case, but at the end of spring training Napoli agreed to go to Columbus to start the season. Napoli was hitting .042 (1-for-24) 
in eight games for the Clippers when he was injured. His one hit was a grand slam. 

Napoli, playing first base, injured his knee while chasing a foul pop on the second pitch of Tuesday's game against Pawtucket. 

"Right out of the gate it didn't look great," Columbus manager Chris Tremie told the Columbus Dispatch. "Hopefully, it's better than it looked." 

Said Francona, "I told him that I believe things happen for a reason. Who knows this my start him on the second journey of his career. He was 
an impact player in the game and my guess is he can impact the game in another way." 

Terry Francona on Caribbean baseball and 4 other th ings we learned about the Cleveland Indians 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 
SAN JUAN, P.R. -- Ask Terry Francona if he played winter ball and he's likely to say "which country?" 
 
Francona played a lot of winter ball because he needed to make ends and secure a job for the following year. When he was done playing, he 
managed a lot of winter ball as well. It proved to be a means to an successful end. 



"Without managing in the winter leagues I don't think I would have become a major league manager," said Francona, in his 18th season 
running a team. "It's the closest you can come to a major-league environment ... and when you don't speak the language very well it can be a 
little intimidating and I think that's a good experience. 
 
"As far as playing goes, I got jobs because I played winter ball. I hit decent and I'd get jobs for the next year. It helped me a lot." 
 
So the atmosphere that greeted the Indians and Twins on Tuesday night for the first game of the Puerto Rico Series between the Indians and 
Twins at Hiram Bithorn Stadium did not strike Francona as unusual. The bands, the thunder sticks, the whistles and the non-stop noise 
sounded normal to him. 
 
"When it's your first time, it might throw you a little bit," said Francona. "I'm used to it. It took me back to winter ball. 
 
"When you play games normally, when something happens, you hear something. But there was a ton going on (Tuesday night). Whether it's 
was the people yelling or hitting those sticks or the music. It's a little different." 
 
Michael Brantley loved it. 
 
"It was phenomenal," said Brantley, who homered in Tuesday's 6-1 win. "After I hit the homer, I was out there in left field, having a good time 
with the fans. It was an electric atmosphere. It was fun playing in front of them." 
 
Brantley said it reminded him of the postseason or opening day. 
 
"The constant buzz. They're ready to make noise," said Brantley. "It was a great atmosphere. It was electric. It really was. 
 
No. 1: Francisco Lindor's HR trot did not ruffle Twins' feathers 
 
After his joyous trip around the bases on Tuesday, shortstop Lindor apologized to anyone, including the Twins, who may have taken offense. 
He said he just couldn't contain himself after hitting a two-run homer in front of his hometown crowd in a big league game. 
 
Lindor, Tribe cruise to a 6-1 win in Puerto Rico 
Twins manager Paul Molitor took no offense. He said he felt baseball had changed to a degree where players can show emotion and not take a 
fastball in the ribs because of it. 
 
"I think fans respond to that," he said. "There might be a point, in our game, sometimes where it gets too close to being disrespectful, but I think 
to show emotion, particularly in these special cases like Lindor last night, and I hope my guy (starter Jose Berrios) tonight. I hope he has a lot of 
reasons to show emotion tonight. That would be good for us." 
 
Berrios, like Lindor, is from Puerto Rico. 
 
No. 2: It's closer than you think 
 
Indians executives Chris Antonetti and Mike Chernoff flew to Puerto Rico on Sunday on the team charter. Early Monday morning, they flew to 
the Dominican Republic to see the team's baseball academy in Boca Chica. 
 
"It was the first day of spring training there," said Chernoff, the Tribe's GM. "It was great to see the staff and get to see our players. And we 
toured a couple of other complexes and went to see our new one." 
 
The Indians' new complex has been under construction for a couple of years now. 
 
Chernoff and Antonetti returned to Puerto Rico late Monday night. 
 
"It's a 45-minute flight," said Chernoff. "It's like flying from Cleveland to Detroit." 
 
No. 3: Back in charge 
 
The seven-day layoff for Corey Kluber proved to be no problem for last year's Cy Young winner as he pitched 6 2/3 innings in Tuesday's 6-1 
win. He struck out six, walked two and allowed one run. 
 
"I thought he was terrific," said Francona. "It got to a point where he was up over 100 pitches in a fairly long seventh inning so we went to 
Andrew Miller. He pitched out of a little traffic early and used all his pitches. He was just Kluber-esque." 
 
Kluber is 2-1 with a 1.52 ERA. He leads the big leagues with 29 2/3 innings pitched to go along with 33 strikeouts, 16 hits and six walks. 
 
 



"You come to expect it," said Francona. "He's set a high bar for himself, but it's fun to watch when he gets going." 
 
No. 4: Now that's a headache 
 
When the Indians and Twins play, fans usually get to see two of the best young center fielders in baseball in Byron Buxton and Bradley 
Zimmer. The matchup didn't unfold in the Puerto Rican Series because Buxton missed both games with a migraine. 
 
Molitor said they are going to get Buxton checked out on Thursday. 
 
Twins outlast Indians, 2-1, in 16 innings 
By Tim Reynolds, The Associated Press 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico >> Eddie Rosario scored the winning run in his homeland in the bottom of the 16th inning, coming around on Ryan 
LaMarre’s single to lift the Twins over the Indians, 2-1, on April 18 to split their two-game series in Puerto Rico. 
 
Rosario led off the 16th with a single and went to third when Logan Morrison’s grounder — which could have been a double-play ball — got 
past second baseman Jason Kipnis. 
Eduardo Escobar was intentionally walked to load the bases with none out, and LaMarre finally ended the 5-hour, 13-minute marathon with a 
sharp liner to center. 
The game took so long that Minnesota’s Joe Mauer and Zach Duke both aged a year — they turn 35 on Thursday, which meant their birthdays 
started around the 16th inning. 
 
The teams were scoreless until trading solo homers in the 14th. Edwin Encarnacion got his off the left-field foul pole for Cleveland, and Miguel 
Sano tied it for the Twins leading off the bottom half against former Minnesota pitcher Matt Belisle. 
 
Cleveland used 23 players, with only three starting pitchers left on the bench by game’s end. Josh Tomlin (0-2) made his first relief appearance 
since 2016 and took the loss though the only run he allowed was unearned. 
 
Minnesota used eight pitchers, Alan Busenitz (1-0) the last of them. Busenitz worked the last two innings. 
 
The game was played hours after an island-wide blackout hit Puerto Rico in the morning, though officials quickly determined the game at Hiram 
Bithorn Stadium could go on as scheduled with the help of backup systems. 
 
Both starters were brilliant, each throwing seven scoreless innings of three-hit ball. Jose Berrios finished with five strikeouts and no walks for 
Minnesota, and Cleveland’s Carlos Carrasco struck out seven and walked one. 
 
The game started with Puerto Rican vs. Puerto Rican, Berrios vs. the Indians’ Francisco Lindor, Cleveland’s offensive hero in Tuesday night’s 
win. Berrios set the tone in three pitches: Lindor fouled off the first two, then couldn’t check his swing on the third. 
 
From there, the pitcher’s duel was on. 
 
Berrios’ ERA fell to 1.63, and some fans were unhappy when he got pulled after 84 pitches. Carrasco’s ERA dropped to 2.60. 
 
Indians >> Manager Terry Francona is concerned about the future of 1B Mike Napoli, who was with Cleveland for its run to the World Series in 
2016 and is now dealing with a serious knee injury. Napoli was hurt Tuesday night playing for Cleveland’s Triple-A affiliate, chasing down a foul 
ball. “I believe things happen for a reason. Who knows? Maybe this now starts him on a second journey in his career,” Francona said. “He was 
an impact player. My guess is he’ll impact the game doing something else now.” 
 
Twins >> CF Byron Buxton missed his second consecutive game with migraines and was placed on the 10-day DL retroactive to Sunday. His 
spot on the roster went to LaMarre, who was already with the Twins as their MLB-approved extra player for this series. 
 
Berrios became only the second Puerto Rican pitcher to start a regular-season MLB game at Hiram Bithorn; the other was Javier Vazquez, who 
made four starts there in 2003 when the Montreal Expos used San Juan as an alternate home site. 
 
The Twins were aware Lindor issued a blanket apology to anyone who may have been offended by his on-field exuberance after homering 
Tuesday — but they weren’t looking for him to say “sorry.” Manager Paul Molitor said he wasn’t aware of anyone upset about Lindor’s reaction. 
 
It wasn’t just players returning to Puerto Rico for work. Umpire Roberto Ortiz, who’s been in the big leagues for about two years, was on the 
crew assigned to the series. He was at third on Tuesday, and second on Wednesday. 
 
Indians >> Off Thursday, then RHP Trevor Bauer (1-1, 2.25) starts Friday at Baltimore and RHP Dylan Bundy (0-2, 1.40). 
 
Twins >> Off Thursday, then RHP Lance Lynn (0-1, 5.00) starts Friday at Tampa Bay and RHP Chris Archer (1-1, 7.84). Lynn hasn’t pitched 
since April 9, getting pushed back because of the Twins’ weather-related postponements last week. 


