
 
 

April 21, 2018 
 
• Cubs.com, Red-hot Baez fuels Cubs' 7-run 6th, rout of Rox 

https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/javier-baez-leads-cubs-to-win-over-rockies/c-273164122 
 

• Cubs.com, Cubs place Butler on DL, recall Farrell 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/eddie-butler-placed-on-disabled-list-by-cubs/c-273085948 
 

• ESPNChicago.com, Baez-Almora a suddenly dynamic duo Cubs can't break up now 
http://www.espn.com/blog/chicago/cubs/post/_/id/46674/baez-almora-a-suddenly-dynamic-duo-
cubs-cant-break-up-now 

 
• ESPNChicago.com, MLB's Rob Manfred says shorter schedule would mean lower pay 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/23267969/rob-manfred-shorter-mlb-schedule-means-lower-
pay 
 

• NBC Sports Chicago, Javier Baez does more Javier Baez things in Cubs' blowout win over Rockies 
http://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/javier-baez-does-more-javier-baez-things-cubs-blowout-
win-over-rockies 
 

• NBC Sports Chicago, Meet the new Kyle Schwarber 
http://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/meet-new-kyle-schwarber-offensive-progress-maddon-
cardinals-chili-davis-baez 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Cubs' Albert Almora Jr. making most of leadoff time 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-albert-almora-20180421-
story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Javier Baez's 4 hits, 4 RBIs lead Cubs to 16-5 win over Rockies 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-rockies-20180420-story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Good times are rolling for Cubs' Javier Baez 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-javier-baez-20180421-story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Cubs slugger Kris Bryant surprised he has been hit by pitches six times 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-kris-bryant-hbp-notes-20180420-
story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Cubs' top pitching prospect Adbert Alzolay dazzles in 2018 debut 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-adbert-alzolay-20180420-
story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Cubs place Eddie Butler on DL, promote Luke Farrell 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-luke-farrell-20180420-story.html 
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• Chicago Tribune, Cubs' Ben Zobrist headed to DL with lower back stiffness 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-ben-zobrist-20180420-story.html 
 

• Chicago Sun-Times, Cubs rout Rockies 16-5 behind another big game from Javy Baez 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-rout-rockies-16-5-behind-another-big-game-from-javy-
baez/ 
 

• Chicago Sun-Times, Cubs’ Eddie Butler (groin) to DL; Luke Farrell recalled; Ben Zobrist still out 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/cubs-eddie-butler-groin-to-dl-luke-farrell-recalled-ben-zobrist-
still-out/ 
 

• The Athletic, Smoke 'em if you got 'em: Javy Báez and the Cubs hit it hard in Denver 
https://theathletic.com/323763/2018/04/21/smoke-em-if-you-got-em-javy-baez-and-the-cubs-hit-
it-hard-in-denver/ 
 

• The Athletic, Why is Ian Happ whiffing so much? The Cubs believe they have the answers 
https://theathletic.com/323497/2018/04/20/why-is-ian-happ-whiffing-so-much-the-cubs-believe-
they-have-the-answers/ 
 

• The Athletic, Héctor Rondón speaks 'the truth': the Astros are better than the Cubs (No kidding) 
https://theathletic.com/323352/2018/04/20/hector-rondon-speaks-the-truth-the-astros-are-better-
than-the-cubs-no-kidding/ 
 

• The Athletic, ICYMI: Kris Bryant is looking ahead to the next frontier 
https://theathletic.com/322835/2018/04/20/icymi-kris-bryant-is-looking-ahead-to-the-next-
frontier/ 
 

-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Red-hot Baez fuels Cubs' 7-run 6th, rout of Rox  
By Owen Perkins 
 
DENVER -- After staring down a potential fourth weather-induced postponement in a single week, the 
Cubs drove the clouds from Coors Field on Friday night. Javier Baez blasted four hits and drove in four 
runs, and the Cubs broke open a close game with a seven-run outburst in the sixth inning en route to a 
16-5 win over the Rockies in the series opener. 
 
Baez started the offense in the first frame with a two-run homer to right -- his sixth of the season. He 
singled in the third inning and doubled to left and scored in the Cubs' two-run fifth. 
 
"I'm seeing the ball right when [the pitcher] releases it," Baez said of his recent tear that finds him 
hitting .400 (14-for-35) with three doubles, a triple, six homers, and 16 RBIs over his last eight games. 
"I'm not trying to go [opposite field], but a lot of hits are being hit that way. I'm just trying to stay to the 
middle, keep the same approach and keep doing my routine." 
 
The Cubs followed his lead and batted around in the sixth, with the first six batters reaching base before 
the Rockies could record an out. Addison Russell led off with a single to right and Jason Heyward 
followed with a triple to left-center. Pinch-hitter Tommy La Stella walked, and Albert Almora Jr. drove in 
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a run with a bloop single to right. Baez's two-run single was followed by a double to center from Kris 
Bryant and a two-out three-run homer from Kyle Schwarber, his fourth of the season. 
 
"When the whole group adopts a method, and they feed off one another, and they're capable ..." 
manager Joe Maddon said, interrupting himself as he analyzed the offensive outburst over the last two 
games. "... These guys have been to the World Series, they've won one, they've been in the NLCS every 
year, they know what's going on. But I've often talked about, the one area -- we have not had mature at-
bats. We can't say we're inexperienced anymore. We have experience, but we're still young. We have to 
get rid of that youth involvement in the at-bat and we'll play some really nice baseball." 
 
The Cubs' approach showed, with Maddon citing 13 of their 18 hits were to the opposite field, as they 
knocked out Rockies Opening Day starter Jon Gray in the sixth, leaving him with seven runs (five earned) 
on his line. They also knocked out Bryan Shaw in the same inning after tagging him for five runs on four 
hits and a walk. 
 
Six Cubs -- Almora (4), Baez (4), Schwarber (3), Russell (2), Heyward (2) and Bryant (2) -- all had multihit 
games, with Almora and Baez going 8-for-12 with six runs and five RBIs from the top two spots in the 
lineup. Almora's four hits and four runs were career highs. 
 
"We've all seen Javy at his potential," Almora said of his partner at the top of the order. "It's impressive, 
and I'm just glad that I could be on base for him or be on the top step when he comes back in after 
hitting a homer. That goes for everybody. We're just feeding off each other. And I'm having a lot of fun." 
 
Cubs starter Kyle Hendricks had a solid outing in hitters-friendly Coors Field, holding the Rockies to three 
runs on five hits over five innings. After the three-run first, he only let one Rockie -- Gray -- get to second 
base, as he walked none, hit one batter and struck out six before turning it over to Mike Montgomery, 
who pitched three innings of one-run ball. 
 
"It was still a battle the whole way," Hendricks said. "Deep counts, a lot of pitches, able to get through it, 
I guess. You saw a lot from our lineup today, really. That's what won the game. They gave me two right 
away, I give three right back. For them to stay on those at-bats, come back and get that many runs for 
me, that was the ballgame." 
 
MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 
The Cubs won a big replay review in a tied game when Baez was initially called out going from second to 
third on a grounder to short by Bryant in the fifth inning. Shortstop Trevor Story elected to throw to 
third, hoping Nolan Arenado could tag the lead runner. After the Cubs challenged, the call was 
overturned when it was determined Baez slid in safely just ahead of Arenado's tag. 
 
Baez scored on a grounder to second by Anthony Rizzo, and Bryant scored on Arenado's throwing error 
a batter later. The Cubs went ahead 5-3, and both runs were unearned. 
 
"To be honest, I forgot K.B. was hitting; I thought it was Rizz," Baez said of his miscalculation on the 
defensive shift that would have been in place for Rizzo. "I thought the shortstop was behind the bag and 
saw the first hop was pretty high, and I went for it." 
 
YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
Gray singled to center to lead off the fifth, and DJ LeMahieu followed with a tough grounder up the 
middle. Russell got to the ball from short and flipped it to Baez, who made a nifty barehanded catch a 
split second before Gray slid into the bag, killing a potential rally in its tracks as Hendricks retired the 
next two batters to end the inning. 



 
 
"His defense and baserunning skills are as good as it gets," Maddon said of the complete package Baez 
offers his club. 
 
SOUND SMART 
The Cubs scored a season-high 16 runs in the game. It's the most runs they've scored against the Rockies 
since scoring 17 on July 26, 1996, also at Coors Field. 
 
HE SAID IT 
"You can call us the Chicago Bulls right now. We play like every third day, maybe twice a week. We'd like 
to get back to a regular baseball schedule." -- Maddon, after three Cubs games were postponed by 
weather this week (and five in three weeks) 
 
UP NEXT 
Yu Darvish makes his fourth start of the season Saturday, facing Tyler Anderson and the Rockies in a 7:10 
p.m. CT tilt. Darvish has never pitched at Coors Field before, but he faced the Rockies once in L.A. last 
year, throwing 4 1/3 innings and allowing five runs on five hits. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs place Butler on DL, recall Farrell 
By Owen Perkins 
 
DENVER -- Eddie Butler's homecoming to Colorado -- the team he came up with before a February 2017 
trade to the Cubs -- started inauspiciously, as the right-handed pitcher went on the 10-day disabled list 
with a right groin strain Friday. The Cubs recalled right-hander Luke Farrell from Triple-A Iowa. 
 
"The groin is bothering him a little bit, so we just had to do something," manager Joe Maddon said. "We 
had to protect ourselves lengthwise in the bullpen." 
 
Butler entered Thursday's 8-5 victory over the Cardinals in the seventh inning and allowed four runs 
(three earned) on two hits and two walks without retiring a batter. He said he started feeling something 
right before he went out and tried to pitch through it. 
 
"It ended up affecting my finish -- it didn't have the late life it should have had," Butler said of the groin's 
effect on his pitching. "It just tightened up on me, felt like it wouldn't loosen up. Obviously four hitters in 
a row got on, let's go ahead and make a change." 
 
Butler said he had never experienced a groin issue before. 
 
"We just decided it was better to sit down a few days and get it right before we make this long haul," 
Butler said. "We want to make sure we nip it now and don't let it linger the whole year. That's the main 
thing, just getting back to full capacity where I really attack the guys. No point in stressing here in April 
when you've got six months left in the season." 
 
Butler is 0-1 with a 4.30 ERA in six games covering 14 2/3 innings. He has walked five and struck out 10. 
 
Farrell, 26, will take Butler's place as the long man in the 'pen. He has been starting for Iowa, where he is 
0-1 with a 5.91 ERA in two starts. He made his Major League debut last season with Kansas City before 



 
joining Cincinnati in August, combining to post a 5.54 ERA in 10 appearances (one start) spanning 13 
innings. Farrell had a 2.61 ERA in nine relief outings with the Reds last year. 
 
"I was [relieving] in Spring Training, and last year I ended up relieving in Cincinnati, so it's something I'm 
looking forward to getting back to, especially just being here," Farrell said of his callup before the game. 
"You try to take advantage of every opportunity you get. That's my intention coming here -- relax, go 
about my work and do everything I can to help the team." 
 
Farrell was scratched from his scheduled Triple-A start Thursday, heading instead to Colorado to meet 
up with the Cubs. 
 
"We had a couple choices," Maddon said of the decision to promote Farrell. "Luke made a great 
impression at Spring Training. He's been in the big leagues, he's got a great pedigree and he's also a 
wonderful human being. I really like being around him. I guess he hasn't had the best of times in Triple-A 
yet, but this guy knows what to do on the Major League level, so we're excited to have him here." 
 
Farrell was originally selected by the Royals in the sixth round of the 2013 Draft out of Northwestern 
University. He is the son of former Major League manager John Farrell and the brother of Jeremy, the 
Cubs' Minor League infield coordinator, and Shane, a regional crosschecker for the Cubs. 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Baez-Almora a suddenly dynamic duo Cubs can't break up now 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
DENVER -- Will Chicago Cubs manager Joe Maddon ride his hot hands at the top of the lineup? He 
addressed that issue after a convincing victory -- once again in rain-soaked conditions for his team -- at 
Coors Field. 
 
After five postponements for the Cubs this month because of weather, Maddon wanted to get Friday 
night's game in simply because the Cubs played so well the day before in beating the Cardinals 8-5. And 
it might be only two games, but Albert Almora Jr. and Javier Baez have been the table-setters the Cubs 
have been missing essentially since Dexter Fowler departed via free agency after the World Series in 
2016. 
 
The Cubs have scored 24 runs in two days -- including the 16-5 win over the Rockies on Friday -- with 
Almora and Baez in the middle of everything. 
 
"We pretty much have similar swings," Baez said after his four-hit night. "I see his [Almora's] approach 
and how they pitch to him. Obviously, he's a fastball hitter and always ready to hit like me." 
 
It's true. Almora and Baez aren't your quintessential top-of-the order hitters. Neither likes to see pitches 
and both are susceptible to those down-and-away sliders. But when they make contact, as they have the 
past two days, it sets Chicago's offense up for a dominant game. 
 
"Forget about results," Almora said after his career-high four hits. "It's about having fun and doing things 
to help the team, no matter what." 
 



 
Amora and Baez are using the whole field, setting the tone in Friday's first inning when Baez went deep 
to right after Almora opened the game with a single. They were just getting started, combining to go 8-
for-12 with five RBIs and six runs scored. 
 
"How about Albert's base hits to the right side," Maddon said. "At the end of last year, the next level for 
Albert was to lay off the bad slider down and away. Not chase against righties. He's doing that." 
 
The same could be said for Baez, who is playing at an MVP level. Between his baserunning, defense and 
now his offensive contributions, he could challenge for that very award this season. But right now, it's 
about the Cubs and what they desperately need at the top of the order. Friday was the first time in the 
first 17 games Maddon used the same lineup on back-to-back days. It's simply not the norm for him in 
April, when he likes to get his whole team involved. Almora and Baez will get the call at the top again 
Saturday, but there are no guarantees after that -- much to the dismay of many fans, no doubt. 
 
"You are going to see everyone play," Maddon said. "I hate to disappoint people, but everyone is going 
to play. And they're all going to play well. I promise." 
 
It might or might not be a promise he can keep, as veteran Ben Zobrist is going on the disabled list 
because of a back ailment, and youngster Ian Happ is already reworking his swing after a slew of 
strikeouts to start the season. It means Almora and Baez might get that run at the top of the order after 
all. Baez is staying up there for sure. 
 
"We've all seen Javy [and] his potential," Almora said. "I'm just glad I can be on base for him or on the 
top step ready after he comes back in after hitting a homer. We're just feeding off each other." 
 
The same can be said for the entire team. The Cubs tied a 2018 nine-inning mark with eight opposite-
field hits Friday, one day after earning seven by going the other way. There have been countless balls up 
the middle as well. It's way early, but a transformation on offense the Cubs have been searching for 
could finally be at hand, with Almora and Baez leading the way. 
 
"That's how baseball is," Almora said. "That's how long innings become effective. Once someone hits, 
it's addictive. That's huge in baseball. ... We're having so much fun. No matter what our results 
personally are, as a team, we're doing a great job of turning the page really quick if we're not having 
success." 
 
For at least one more day, the Cubs' new daily double at the top of the lineup will get a chance again to 
wreak some more havoc. 
 
"I wanted to not get rained out tonight because I really wanted to see the follow-up [to Thursday's 
victory]," Maddon said, still in his soaked Cubs jacket. "Albert and Javy set the tone. I love the 
approach." 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
MLB's Rob Manfred says shorter schedule would mean lower pay 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
DENVER -- Not surprisingly, MLB commissioner Rob Manfred had a favorable reaction to Chicago Cubs 
star Anthony Rizzo's opinion that if baseball shortened its season, players should expect to be paid less. 
 



 
"I think that Anthony's comments were realistic in the sense that he linked the fact that if, in fact, you're 
going to go to 154 games or some lower number of games, that players would have to be participants in 
that process," Manfred said speaking to the Associated Press Sports Editors on Friday. "They're going to 
work less, they're probably going to make less." 
 
It's a stance the executive director of the players' union, Tony Clark, has openly been against for several 
years. He has said he doesn't think his players deserve a pay cut even if baseball decides to implement a 
shorter season, something Manfred again acknowledged has been discussed. 
 
"We had a pretty significant internal discussion about 154, 158 right after I was elected commissioner," 
he said. "It was a topic that was hot in the industry at that point in time." 
 
Rizzo, speaking on his weekly radio show on ESPN 1000 in Chicago on Tuesday, stressed that this was his 
"humble opinion" as the topic came up after the Cubs postponed their second consecutive game, which 
came in a month where they've already have five postponements because of weather. 
 
"I think playing in the cold sucks," Rizzo said. "As a fan, you're going to a baseball game in April, and it's 
raining, snowing and [with] freezing rain. Is it really that much fun? That's my question." 
 
Rizzo said he thought MLB teams played "too much baseball." 
 
"Yes, guys are going to take pay cuts," Rizzo said. "But are we playing this game for the money or do we 
love this game? I know it's both. But in the long run it will make everything better." 
 
Manfred seemed to agree but acknowledged it's a complicated issue, even without considering what the 
players' union wants. 
 
"Were that [players] not significant enough, those financial ramifications are very different depending 
on the market in which a club operates," Manfred said. "So when you think about trying to get a 
consensus among the clubs, obviously money matters, one, and disproportionate money differentials 
make the issue even tougher, because you've got some clubs saying, 'Hey, it doesn't really hurt me that 
much,' other clubs saying, 'You know, it'll cost me millions and millions of dollars.' That's a difficult issue, 
internally." 
 
There's no indication of real momentum toward a shorter season. But with a near record amount of 
cancellations because of poor weather this month, the topic is bound to come up again. 
 
"This is kind of a freak April," Rizzo said. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Javier Baez does more Javier Baez things in Cubs' blowout win over Rockies 
By Paul Roumeliotis 
 
Javier Baez continued his hot streak on Friday night. 
 
The 25-year-old infielder went 4-for-6 with a homer, a double and four RBIs as the Cubs cruised past the 
Colorado Rockies, 16-5. Batting in the second spot, he fell a triple short of the cycle. 
 
This GIF was basically Baez all night:  



 
 
His night started with a two-run homer in the first inning. Did it look familiar? 
 
Baez now has nine hits in his last 16 at-bats. He also ranks second in the league in RBIs this season with 
20, trailing Jed Lowrie (21) of the Oakland A's. 
 
On Friday night, his play drew some "Javy! Javy! Javy!" chants multiple times from the Coors Field 
crowd, one of which came after a risky baserunning play in the fifth inning. Baez was on second base 
when Kris Bryant hit a chopper to the shortstop. Baez took off for third. He was initially called out, but it 
was overturned after a video review. Two runs would go on to score, and the Cubs would continue to 
pour it on the rest of the game. 
 
Just another game of Javy doing Javy things. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Meet the new Kyle Schwarber 
By Tony Andracki 
 
It would be easy to point to Kyle Schwarber's new six-pack as the main reason why he's off to a solid 
start at the plate. 
 
But Schwarber's offensive prowess is more related to the work he's done inside his own head, not on 
being in the Best Shape of His Life. 
 
He's out to prove he's more than just a three true outcomes guy. 
 
In the Cubs' 8-5 win over the St. Louis Cardinals Thursday, Schwarber flashed a different part of his game 
with a pair of groundball RBI singles that helped stake his team to an early lead. 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon also pointed to Schwarber's lineout up the middle in the eighth inning as his 
favorite at-bat, even above the run-scoring hits. 
 
"That's as good as I've seen him in a while," Maddon said. 
 
Schwarber is hitting the ball with authority up the middle and the other way, shortening up his swing 
with two strikes and finding ways to beat the shift by just sticking his bat out and directing the ball to 
the left side of second base, where teams only have one defender. 
 
Schwarber is still largely a three true outcomes guy, on pace for 30 homers, 101 walks and 172 
strikeouts. 
 
But he no longer looks so stressed/anxious with runners in scoring position. He's been working toward 
relaxing with guys on base and instead of trying to put every ball out onto Sheffield Ave., he's doing 
what he can to just put the ball in play. 
 
He insists his thought process with runners in scoring position hasn't changed since last year, but he is 
definitely getting better results now. 
 



 
After starting the year 0-for-9 with runners in scoring position, Schwarber went 3-for-6 in such situations 
on the Cubs' recent homestand. Even more impressive: All three hits have come with two outs and went 
to center or left field. 
 
"I'm not trying to go out there and put a lot of pressure on myself because that's when negative things 
are gonna happen," Schwarber said. "You just gotta be able to have that same approach you have when 
there's no one on base." 
 
Since the start of the 2017 season, here are Schwarber's numbers based on runners: 
 
Bases empty: .220 AVG, .831 OPS 
Runners on: .206 AVG, .730 OPS 
 
The Cubs are trying to get him back to his 2015 form when he exploded onto the major-league scene to 
hit .270 with a .914 OPS with runners on base. 
 
There is reason for optimism and the numbers back up Schwarber's progress. 
 
In 2017, 83 percent of his season RBI came on home runs — he only had 10 RBI that didn't come from 
longballs. 
 
This year, he already has 5 RBI on non-homers and there is still roughly 90 percent of the season 
remaining. Only 44 percent of his 2018 RBI have come on dingers. 
 
As impressive as anything, Schwarber ranks 17th in baseball in walk percentage (16.9 percent) while also 
reducing his strikeout percentage slightly from last year's struggles 
 
Schwarber has spent a lot of time working with new hitting coach Chili Davis, but he won't allow himself 
to ride the daily roller coaster based off recent success, even if it is helping his confidence. 
 
"Yeah, I've been feeling good," Schwarber said. "There's been some tough at-bats here and there, but 
still taking the walks and also trying to get those guys in when they're on and go from there. 
 
"Not gonna get too high, not gonna get too low when things are going bad. Just stay right in the middle." 
 
When Schwarber is producing like this and Javy Baez is ascending to star status, this Cubs offense won't 
be struggling to find consistency for long. 
 
"If these two guys keep on doing [this], wow," Maddon said. "Sky's the limit." 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Albert Almora Jr. making most of leadoff time 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon had some discouraging words for those clamoring to keep Albert Almora Jr. 
at the leadoff spot on a permanent basis. 
 
“You’re going to see everyone play,” Maddon said Friday night. “I hate to disappoint everyone.” 
 



 
Nevertheless, Maddon enjoys getting the most out of Almora Jr. while Ian Happ works on correcting a 
flaw. Almora went 4-for-6 and scored a career-high four runs in helping lead the Cubs to a 16-5 win over 
the Rockies. 
 
Almora has waited patiently for more playing time over the past 1 ½ seasons, and he’s taken advantage 
of consecutive starts at the leadoff spot. Ben Zobrist heads to the 10-day disabled list due to lower back 
stiffness which means there could be more starts atop the order for Almora in the coming days. 
 
“Whenever my name is called upon, that’s what I want to do,” Almora said. “Forget about results. It’s 
about having fun. The little things is what I Iook for that really make the year go by quick and I don’t 
really think too much about results.” 
 
Almora, like teammate Javier Baez, has shown better plate discipline – particularly in laying off sliders 
low and outside the strike zone. 
 
His success becomes more magnified with Happ working on his swing and Zobrist out. 
 
“(Almora) is one of those guys who won’t quite show it,” pitcher Kyle Hendricks said. “He’s eager and 
wants to be there (in the lineup), but he’s such a good teammate and will do what’s asked of him. 
 
“It’s good to see him get his opportunities because the work he puts in, he deserves it.” 
 
Almora knows the importance of hitting to the opposite field, as he poked three of his four hits to right 
field. 
 
“We’re doing the right thing, have the right approach,” Almora said. “It makes the opponent think more 
and put pressure on themselves.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Javier Baez's 4 hits, 4 RBIs lead Cubs to 16-5 win over Rockies 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Javier Baez might not be a prototypical No. 2 hitter, but he’s providing timely production and energy to 
help a once-listless Cubs offense evolve into the mature lineup manager Joe Maddon has been seeking. 
 
The development of Baez as a more polished hitter took another major step Friday night with a two-run, 
opposite-field homer to right-center field in the first inning that started a four-hit, four-RBI performance 
for the second baseman. And Baez’s baserunning instincts in the fifth provided a spark with the 
temperature dipping into the upper 30s at Coors Field. 
 
Baez’s efforts gave a boost to Maddon’s sense the Cubs offense is on the verge being considered 
experienced rather than just young. 
 
“They’re listening, they’re watching, they’re understanding,” Maddon said before the Cubs’ 16-5 victory 
over the Rockies. 
 
“There’s that epiphany that occurs, a seminal moment. That’s what they were talking about, and you’re 
feeling it at the same time. I would like to believe that moment is occurring. 
 



 
“Once our guys get that … they’re so good, so talented, they’re going to take off. We are going to take 
off. But until they learn to play with the opposite-field gap consistently, they’re not. 
 
“It’s that simple.” 
 
With a two-run single in the sixth, Baez collected his third four-RBI game of the season, and 13 of his 18 
hits have gone for extra bases. Baez is 10 for his last 20 as his batting average has risen to .290. 
 
Even before Baez’s latest feats, Maddon saw enough improvement to keep him in the second spot for 
Saturday’s game against left-hander Tyler Anderson. 
 
“I like what he’s doing now,” said Maddon, who still was raving about Baez’s two opposite-field hits in 
an 8-5 victory over the Cardinals on Thursday. “When you’re driving that opposite-field gap, that’s really 
attractive. You can hit anybody when you’re doing that.” 
 
In the past, Baez has shown brief signs of hitting to all fields, only to regress and swing and miss while 
trying to pull every pitch. 
 
“(But) I haven’t seen one out-of-control swing in two to three games when he comes unglued,” Maddon 
said. 
 
Baez took matters into his own hands to help snap a 3-3 tie in the fifth. He stretched a single into a 
double and then broke toward third on a grounder to shortstop. 
 
Umpire Greg Gibson initially called Baez out, but the call was overturned on replay. Baez had slid to the 
outside corner of the bag and away from the tag of Nolan Arenado. 
 
Baez then scored the tiebreaking run on Anthony Rizzo’s grounder. 
 
The Cubs, who collected seven opposite-field hits in Thursday’s triumph, further delighted Maddon as 
leadoff batter Albert Almora Jr. poked three of his career-high four hits to right field, and Jason Heyward 
ripped an RBI triple to left-center in the sixth. Kyle Schwarber capped the seven-run sixth with a three-
run homer. 
 
Almora will remain in the leadoff spot while Ben Zobrist recovers from a stiff lower back and Ian Happ 
continues to work on correcting a flaw under the supervision of hitting coach Chili Davis. 
 
“He’s missing pitches he should be whacking,” Maddon said of Happ. “We believe that’s the residue of 
what he’s doing incorrectly right now. I’m not often into mechanics, but with him, it truly is what he’s 
doing from a mechanical perspective.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Good times are rolling for Cubs' Javier Baez 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Javier Baez insists he’s not trying to hit to the opposite field, nor does he have specific statistics he’s 
trying to reach. 
 



 
“I don’t really like to set a goal,” Baez said Friday night after collecting four hits and four RBIs in the 
Cubs’ 16-5 win over the Rockies at soggy and cold Coors Field. “But I know I’m good. I know our team is 
good. We got great talent. I just try to let the game come to me and go step by step, pitch by pitch, 
inning by inning, and not rush my game.” 
 
Baez tied a career high with four hits and four RBIs, and he’s batting .400 (14-for-35) with three doubles, 
one triple, six home runs and 16 RBIs over his last eight games. 
 
“I’m seeing the ball right when (the pitcher) releases it,” said Baez, who hit a two-run opposite-field 
home run in the first. “I’m not really trying to go that way, but I love hitting higher (in the batting order). 
I’m just trying to stay through the middle, keep the same approach, and keep doing my routine when it’s 
going good.” 
 
Baez is even making the most out of his mistakes. He broke from second to third on a grounder to short 
and beat the throw from shortstop Trevor Story before scoring the tie-breaking run in the fifth. 
 
“To be honest, I forgot (Kris Bryant) was hitting,” Baez admitted. “I thought it was (Anthony) Rizzo. I just 
thought the shortstop (Story) was right behind the bag, and I saw the first hop was high, so I went for it. 
 
“When the ball was hit, I thought it was Rizzo and going to be a hit. It worked.” 
 
The play was set up when Baez took a hard turn around first base and noticed the throw from left fielder 
Ian Desmond was offline, allowing him to stretch a single into a double. 
 
“When he starts swinging at pitches he’s supposed to and lays off the ones he’s not, heads up,” manager 
Joe Maddon said. “It’s all in there. 
 
“His defensive and baserunning skills are as good as they get.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs slugger Kris Bryant surprised he has been hit by pitches six times 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Kris Bryant is on pace to set a Cubs single-season record he thought he would have no chance of 
reaching. 
 
Through the first 16 games, Bryant has been hit by a pitch six times. Anthony Rizzo holds the team 
record for getting nailed by a pitch 30 times in 2015. But Rizzo, unlike Bryant, stands virtually on top of 
the plate. 
 
The 6-foot-5 Bryant was accustomed to getting pitched inside frequently last season, but not to this 
extreme degree. 
 
“I definitely do give myself more room to move,’ Bryant said. “I have long arms. I don’t really need to be 
on top of the plate, which makes it all the more strange that pitches do keep running in and hitting me.” 
 
Bryant said he has been getting hit mostly by two-seam fastballs running in to him. 
 



 
“It’s nothing that I think is intentional by any means,” he said. “But I love getting on base for people 
behind me. I’ll take it.” 
 
Bryant remains determined to hit to all fields and take what pitchers offer. 
 
“If that means getting hit by a pitch, I’ll take it,” Bryant said. “Thankfully (the pitches) have been off the 
elbow guard, which is nice. Nobody wants to get hit. It seems like (opposing pitchers are) moving the 
plate more inside.” 
 
Bryant was hit a career-high 18 times in 2016 and 15 in 2017. 
 
Comeback kid: Reliever Carl Edwards Jr., who was plagued by control problems in the playoffs, has 
struck out 18 in his first nine innings. 
 
Edwards has walked four, but he has allowed only one run while limiting opponents to a .182 batting 
average. 
 
“I told him to try to walk people,” manager Joe Maddon said of his reverse-psychology ploy. “I told him 
it’s a paradoxical intent.” 
 
Maddon marveled over the late movement of Edwards’ fastball, comparing it to the cut fastball of 
Dodgers closer Kenley Jansen. 
 
“I don’t want to compare him to Mariano (Rivera) yet, but it’s a similar type of pitch,” Maddon said. “It’s 
a hard cutter and plays to righties and lefties. As his command gets better, it can really take off.” 
 
Butler to DL: Reliever Eddie Butler was placed on the 10-day disabled list due to a strained right groin, 
and right-hander Luke Farrell was promoted from Triple-A Iowa to take his roster spot. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' top pitching prospect Adbert Alzolay dazzles in 2018 debut 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The extra time Cubs officials gave top pitching prospect Adbert Alzolay to build arm strength paid off 
Friday night. 
 
Alzolay retired the first 12 batters he faced and didn’t allow a hit for 5 1/3 innings in his 2018 debut for 
Triple-A Iowa. Alzolay, 23, threw 50 of 75 pitches for strikes and left with a 5-1 lead over visiting 
Nashville. 
 
Alzolay lost his no-hitter when B.J. Boyd hit a home run over the fence in left center. Jorge Mateo 
followed with an infield hit, but Alzolay retired the next two batters. 
 
Alzolay struck out six and walked two. 
 
-- 
 



 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs place Eddie Butler on DL, promote Luke Farrell 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
The Cubs placed reliever Eddie Butler on the 10-day disabled list Friday because of a right groin strain 
and called up reliever Luke Farrell from Triple-A Iowa. 
 
Butler didn’t retire any of the four batters he faced Thursday in an 8-5 victory over the Cardinals. He is 0-
1 with a 4.30 ERA in six appearances. 
 
“I just tweaked it a little bit, and we want to make sure we nip it now and not let it linger the whole 
year,” Butler said. “That’s the main thing, getting back to full capacity and make sure I attack the guys.” 
 
Butler said his groin started to tighten just before he entered Thursday’s game. He wasn’t entirely sure 
he would return in 10 days. 
 
Farrell, 26, posted a 5.54 ERA in 10 appearances with the Royals and Reds in 2017. He had a 5.91 ERA in 
two starts at Iowa. 
 
“You try to take advantage of every opportunity you get, that’s my intention coming here,” Farrell said. 
 
Farrell, who pitched at Northwestern, is the son of former major-league manager John Farrell and the 
brother of Jeremy, the Cubs minor-league infield coordinator, and Shane, a regional crosschecker scout 
for the Cubs. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Ben Zobrist headed to DL with lower back stiffness 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Cubs infielder Ben Zobrist will be placed on the 10-day disabled list because of persistent lower back 
stiffness, he said after Friday’s 16-5 win over the Rockies. 
 
“We just need to try to stay healthy as a group,” Zobrist said. “I didn’t think it was worth risking a longer 
time.” 
 
Zobrist, who was scratched from the lineup Tuesday when the discomfort surfaced, hasn’t played since 
Saturday’s 14-10 win over the Braves. The 10-day DL stint will be retroactive to April 15. 
 
Among the candidates from Triple-A Iowa to replace Zobrist are infielders Mike Freeman (.234), David 
Bote (.234) and Ryan Court (.118). 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs rout Rockies 16-5 behind another big game from Javy Baez 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
DENVER — One day, his manager calls him Willie Mays on the bases. Another day, he draws 
comparisons to Manny Ramirez at the plate. Yet another, it’s Robert Alomar in the field. 



 
 
‘‘As long as I’m seeing the ball good, it doesn’t matter who the hell I look like,’’ said Cubs second 
baseman Javy Baez, whose hitting and baserunning again helped set the tone in a 16-5 rout Friday of the 
Rockies at Coors Field. 
 
But when it comes to Baez these days, it’s less a question about whom he looks like than where the 
Cubs would be without him. 
 
He’s their most versatile and gifted infielder, their most aggressive and tag-defying baserunner and 
might be the best overall athlete on their roster. 
 
And with a career-high-tying four-hit game Friday, he’s on the kind of hitting tear that invites visions of 
next levels and All-Star Games. 
 
‘‘It’s unbelievable to watch,’’ said winning pitcher Kyle Hendricks, who gave up three runs in the first 
inning before retiring 14 of the last 17 batters he faced. ‘‘The talent on both sides of the ball, 
baserunning, everything. Everything the guy does is unbelievable. 
 
‘‘And it’s really holding this team together. He’s doing a lot of good things for us. He’s been the leader of 
this team lately, how hot he’s been, for sure.’’ 
 
On this night, Baez hit an opposite-field home run to right field on the third pitch of the game, doubled, 
singled twice, drove in four runs and inspired chants of ‘‘Ja-vy! Ja-vy! Ja-vy!’’ in a stadium 1,000 miles 
away from Wrigley Field. 
 
Even when he ‘‘forgot’’ Kris Bryant was batting in the fifth and took off for third on a grounder to short 
because he thought the area was vacated by the Anthony Rizzo shift, he eluded the tag with a slide 
inside the bag. He then scored the go-ahead run on Rizzo’s grounder. 
 
‘‘It worked,’’ he said sheepishly. 
 
And it’s debatable whether that was even his best game of the week. 
 
‘‘I like what he’s doing right now,’’ manager Joe Maddon said. ‘‘Listen, when you’re driving [the ball to 
the] opposite-field gap, that’s really attractive. You can hit anybody when you’re doing that. Anybody.’’ 
 
In the last eight games, he’s 14-for-35 (.400) with six homers, a triple, three doubles, 16 RBI and a 1.057 
slugging percentage. 
 
Other Cubs have had big games, especially the last two days, including Albert Almora Jr. from the leadoff 
spot (career-high four hits Friday) and Kyle Schwarber, who hit a three-run homer and added an RBI 
single in the rout. 
 
But if this warming trend at the plate for Baez has staying power, the No. 9 overall draft pick in 2011 
well might become the ninth player on the Cubs’ roster with an All-Star selection. 
 
‘‘I haven’t seen one out-of-control swing in two or three games,’’ Maddon said, ‘‘the kind when he 
comes unglued, when I reference him as John Daly. I’ve seen him swing and miss, but [it’s] a much more 
controlled swing and miss.’’ 
 



 
Baez makes no promises about keeping his swing under control all the time. He likes to swing big, and 
he’s not afraid to say so. 
 
In fact, he’s not even trying to hit the ball the opposite way as much as he’s just seeing the ball well and 
staying toward the middle, he said. 
 
What could it all mean if this is anything close to the path his career is headed? 
 
‘‘I don’t really like to set like a goal, but I know I’m good,’’ he said. ‘‘I know our team is good. We’ve got 
great talent. Just try and let the game come to me and go step by step, pitch by pitch, inning by inning 
and just not rush my game.’’ 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs’ Eddie Butler (groin) to DL; Luke Farrell recalled; Ben Zobrist still out 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
DENVER — Right-hander Eddie Butler, one of the bright spots in the Cubs’ bullpen until Thursday, was 
put on the 10-day disabled list because of a groin strain that developed during his four-batter, four-run 
appearance. 
 
The Cubs recalled right-hander Luke Farrell, the son of former Red Sox manager John Farrell, from Class 
AAA Iowa to fill Butler’s long-relief role. 
 
Butler said he felt the groin tighten just before he went to the mound to start the seventh inning. He 
allowed a walk, two singles and another walk before exiting. All four runners eventually scored. 
 
“It just ended up affecting my finish, and I didn’t have the late life that it should have had,” he said. “We 
just want to make sure we nip it now and not let it linger the whole year.” 
 
The Cubs aren’t putting a timeline on when Butler will return. 
 
“I’m going to push it to try to get it to be [the minimum] 10 days,” said Butler, who had a 2.45 ERA in five 
appearances (14⅔ innings) before the rough outing. “I’ll just go in there and get my work done every day 
and be back as quick as possible.” 
 
Farrell, a Northwestern grad who was claimed off waivers from the Reds in October, made his big-league 
debut last season, pitching 13 innings (10 appearances) for the Royals and Reds. 
 
“We had to protect ourselves length-wise in the bullpen,” manager Joe Maddon said. “We had a couple 
choices. Luke made a great impression in spring training. He’s been in the big leagues. He’s got a great 
pedigree. He’s also a wonderful human being.” 
 
Farrell gave up seven runs, 13 hits and three walks in 10⅔ innings in two starts for Iowa (5.91 ERA). 
 
“I guess he’s not had the best of times in Triple-A yet, but this guy knows what to do at the major-league 
level,” Maddon said. 
 
Still no go for Zo 
 



 
Veteran Ben Zobrist, who hasn’t played since being scratched from the lineup Tuesday because of a sore 
back, could return before the end of the Rockies’ series. 
 
“The thought was if he felt good to be able to utilize him as a pinch hitter [Friday] and then make a 
decision starting after [Friday],” Maddon said. 
 
Zobrist was well enough to hit and run the bases by Thursday, he said, but planned Friday to test the 
back in the field. 
 
Spelling walk with a ‘K’ 
 
Almost lost in the 8-5 victory over the Cardinals on Thursday was a three-strikeout eighth inning by Carl 
Edwards Jr. that gave the reliever 18 strikeouts, which is tied with Jon Lester and Tyler Chatwood for the 
team lead despite pitching just nine innings. He has four walks. 
 
What’s the early-season secret to Edwards’ strike-throwing success? 
 
“I told him to walk people,” Maddon said. 
 
He is serious. 
 
“I told him it’s paradoxical intent,” Maddon said. “You go out there and try not to walk people, what do 
you end up doing? You walk people. I said, ‘Go out there and try to walk them. I bet you can’t.’ ” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Smoke 'em if you got 'em: Javy Báez and the Cubs hit it hard in Denver 
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
DENVER — There is nothing normal about Javier Báez. So when someone is heaping praise upon him 
and throws out a comparison that would normally feel a bit farfetched, it's almost understandable. 
 
For a little while now, Báez has been looked at as an electrifying but statistically average player. His 
flashy defensive plays, unearthly base-running ability, swipe-tags and acrobatic slides elicit plenty of 
GIFable moments. But his streaky play at the plate coupled with a plate approach that has led manager 
Joe Maddon to refer to his wild hacks as his “John Daly swing” kept him from really reaching star status. 
At least when it comes to the numbers. 
 
But with his torrid start to the season, Báez is looking like he's ready for that leap. He's still playing Gold 
Glove defense and running roughshod on the base paths, and after a 4-for-6 night at the plate in a 16-5 
win over the Rockies on Friday, the second baseman now has a 188 wRC+, fourth best in the National 
League. Just 17 games into the season, Báez delivered his third game with four runs driven in. There are 
few athletes who rise to the occasion like he does. 
 
While doing all that, Báez is still managing to energize his team and the fans – even on the road. After 
singling in the sixth with his fourth-straight hit, the Coors Field crowd was moved enough to chant, 
“Javy! Javy!” as the Cubs put up seven runs in the inning. 
 



 
Báez slugged Colorado Rockies’ pitcher Jon Gray’s third pitch of the game for a two-run homer in the 
bullpen in right field, starting a trend on the night for the Cubs to go the other way. They went up the 
middle or opposite field for 12 of their 16 hits. 
 
“That’s when you know we’re doing the right thing, we have the right approach,” said Albert Almora Jr., 
who is sparking the Cubs from the leadoff spot. “Guys can’t beat us in, guys can’t beat us away. It’s a 
good thing to have. It makes the opponent think a little bit more and put some pressure on themselves.” 
 
Perhaps the most exciting moment was in the fifth when Báez hit what looked like a routine single but 
he aggressively rounded first, noticed left fielder Ian Desmond’s throw was offline and kept running to 
second base. 
 
“Did you see what he did, though?” manager Joe Maddon said. “He made a great turn and as soon as he 
saw the throw offline, he went. If that throw was on the money, I promise he would have gone back to 
the bag. How many guys do that? I’m telling you, it’s just different.” 
 
With Kris Bryant up next, Báez nearly made a blunder by running to third on a grounder in front of him. 
Báez surprisingly broke for third, shortstop Trevor Story threw to Nolan Arenado who applied the tag 
late and Báez was ruled safe after a quick review. However, as fun as that play was to watch unfold, 
Báez admitted he got away with a mistake there. 
 
“To be honest, I forgot KB was hitting,” Báez said. “I thought it was Rizz [lefty Anthony Rizzo who faces 
an extreme shift in the infield]. So I thought the shortstop was right behind the bag. I saw the first hop 
pretty high so I just went for it. I made a crazy slide and got there.” 
 
But that’s what Báez can do. Even his mistakes turn into must-watch TV as his otherworldly athleticism 
takes over. But don't discount the reason he made the mistake. He was doing the right thing, in his 
mind, just at the wrong time. 
 
Before Thursday's game in Chicago, Maddon suggested that in a perfect world Báez could be Manny 
Ramirez. It sounds like hyperbole, but lofty comparisons have followed Báez for years now. He’s got 
some ways to go before that comp is realistic, but when these moments of clarity arrive, it’s clear to see 
why it's possible. 
 
Bryant is the MVP, Rizzo is the face of the team. Ben Zobrist is the November hero and Kyle Schwarber 
the slugging World Series legend. Willson Contreras brings his fiery passion and Jon Lester his playoff 
dominance. Báez could be all those things if it all goes right. 
 
“I don’t really like to set like a goal,” Báez said. “But I know I’m good. I know our team is good. We got 
great talent. Just try and let the game come to me and go step by step, pitch by pitch, inning by inning. 
And just don’t rush my game.” 
 
That talent includes Almora, who led off for the second day in a row and has given Maddon and the 
Cubs a jolt at the top with Báez following immediately behind. Almora matched Báez with a career-high 
four hits and four runs scored. Schwarber had three hits and a walk, including a three-run homer. 
Schwarber's only out was a smashed liner to deep center and he was so impressive that Maddon said 
they were calling him Tony Gwynn in the dugout. 
 
Even Jason Heyward got into the swing of things, adding two hits and a walk, including a laser triple into 
the left-center gap. It was perhaps the hardest and most impressive opposite field hit Heyward has had 



 
in a Cubs uniform; possibly the best since his rocket home run off Jake Arrieta and the Cubs while he 
was with the St. Louis Cardinals in the 2015 National League Division Series. 
 
With their all-field approach, the Cubs are finally starting to take to Chili Davis' lessons of the spring and 
the mantra of up-the-middle baseball that Maddon and company have been preaching for years. 
Zobrist, who has been out since Saturday with a back issue and will be placed on the disabled list, said 
he’s enjoyed watching the team hit the last two days. 
 
“It was awesome,” Zobrist said. “Lotta line drives, lotta hits the opposite direction. Just good quality at-
bats, good quality swings and you see good things happening. Guys are hitting ground balls through the 
holes. You get good things to happen when you take that kind of approach. It’s been really fun to 
watch.” 
 
It’s just two games, and the Cubs still have something to prove on offense before the doubters are 
converted. It wouldn't be the first time they showed flashes of brilliance at the plate, but this approach 
is very encouraging. After the game, Maddon specifically said he was hoping they didn’t rain out 
because he wanted to see if they could carry Thursday’s smart hitting into Friday. They were able to, and 
now the challenge is to bring it into Saturday and every game beyond that, particularly outside of Coors 
Field, where Báez has now hit five homers in 40 plate appearances. 
 
“When the whole group adopts a method and they feed off one another and they’re capable – it’s not 
like they’re not capable,” Maddon said. “You can get an anomaly moment with guys who may be 
overachieving for a minute, making their mark, just arriving, you see spurts. These guys, they’ve been to 
the World Series, they’ve won one, they’ve been to the NLCS for several years, they know what’s going 
on. But the one area is we haven’t had mature at-bats. We can’t say we’re inexperienced anymore, but 
we’re still young. And our bats have showed a lot of youth involvement. So we’ve got to get rid of that 
youth involvement in the at-bat and we’ll play some really nice baseball.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Why is Ian Happ whiffing so much? The Cubs believe they have the answers 
By Sahadev Sharma 
 
DENVER – It’s not hard to understand why Ian Happ has been benched. 
 
His 47.2 percent strikeout rate leads all of baseball. This season when he’s swung the bat, he’s missed 
21.4 percent of the time. No other qualified player is above 20 percent. And not to be a basic ballwriter, 
he’s hitting .204. 
 
It’s an ugly start for a player who was crushing the ball all over the Cactus League. You know, when it 
doesn't count. 
 
“Spring’s a small sample size and so is this,” Happ said. “So you just have to keep working through it. At 
the end of the year, it’ll all look the way it’s supposed to. It’s important to put the work in during times 
like this just to get yourself back to even.” 
 
If there’s one thing Happ will do, it’s put in the work, whether he’s struggling or not. Manager Joe 
Maddon and Happ’s hitting coaches all rave about the switch-hitter’s focus and work ethic. And Maddon 
also praised the stone-faced Happ’s ability to keep his emotions under control during a rough stretch of 
play. 



 
 
“The beauty of him is he doesn’t get emotionally out of control when he has a bad at-bat,” Maddon said. 
“Which I love. Really good hitters are like that. When they go through bad moments, they come back, 
they put the bat down, they put the helmet down, they go sit down. I kind of like that guy. Once in a 
while, you go berserk, I get it. He’s got a high emotional IQ, that’s why I think he’s gonna be so good. 
Because he’s a gifted athlete. And then he’s got a gifted mind too.” 
 
Maddon pointed out that when everything was working with Happ during spring training, he was rarely 
pulling the ball. His home runs from the left side were going to left and center field. When Happ 
homered on the first pitch he saw in the regular season, a leadoff homer in Miami, it was pulled to right. 
 
Earlier in the spring, Happ told The Athletic that he’s “not afraid to make changes” and that he “dive[s] 
into them.” That process is going on right now as Happ works diligently with hitting coach Chili Davis. 
What they’re working on is a mechanical issue, a bad habit Happ seemed to have developed suddenly 
early on in the season. It’s led to something rather incredible. 
 
His high strikeout rate would make you think Happ has become undisciplined and is chasing pitches out 
of the zone at a crazy rate. However, while his chase rate of 32.2 percent is above league average (28.8 
percent), he’s not even among the 30 worst players when it comes to swinging at pitches outside of the 
zone. 
 
What Happ is doing is missing pitches he should be crushing. Happ has seen 108 pitches in the zone this 
season and he’s swung and missed at 33 of them. That’s a 30.6 percent whiff rate at pitches in the zone, 
over four percentage points ahead of the next highest player who has seen at least 50 pitches in the 
zone this year. For comparison’s sake, Happ swung and missed at just 20.9 percent of pitches in the zone 
last year. 
 
“He’s missing pitches he should be whacking on,” Maddon said. “We believe that is the residue of what 
he’s doing incorrectly right now. That’s what they’re working on. Of course, everybody’s working on 
hitting the baseball. That’s not the point. I’m not often into mechanics, but with him it truly is what he’s 
doing from a mechanical perspective.” 
 
Happ and the coaching staff know what the problem is, and sometimes identifying it is the hardest part. 
 
“One thing as a coach, you have peace of mind when you know what the issue is,” assistant hitting 
coach Andy Haines said. “It’s not like we’re searching for the issue. We know what it is, he knows what 
he’s gotta do and we know he’s capable of doing it.” 
 
According to scouts familiar with Happ, his swing is always long to the ball and this season he's shown an 
inability to adjust with two strikes. From the left side, his barrel is below the ball a lot and he needs to 
improve his top-hand strength. 
 
Over the spring, Haines shared that when things aren’t going right for Happ from the left side – where 
he’s had 39 of his 53 plate appearances this season – it's because of issues with his upper body. Haines 
confirmed that is what’s happening now. 
 
“From the waist up, he just loses his posture,” Haines said. “He leans over a little bit, his hands follow 
him and it’s just a chain reaction. He puts himself in a spot where he gets exposed a little bit. We call it 
working from the top down rather than working from down up. You just can’t do it. You can’t start at 
the bottom and start to climb up. But you can start at the top and then kind of lean when the ball is 
down. I think these couple days are good for him to get a reset.” 



 
 
What’s so odd about it all is the sudden change from over the spring when Happ was looking like he was 
ready to take the reins of the leadoff role to what we’ve seen through the season’s first three weeks. 
 
“He was locked and loaded in the spring. He was feeling it,” Haines said. “It’s not like it happens one at-
bat where you feel it. It kind of happened gradually on him. I think getting sped up contributed to it. His 
movements were a little fast, a little bigger, that’s why you see the swing and miss. The game’s fast 
enough where it is at this level. You don’t need to be speeding it up too. For him to slow things down 
and get back to where he was in the spring, I think we all feel pretty good about it in the long run.” 
 
Haines doesn’t believe pitchers get Happ out very often. If Happ is in a slump, it’s on him. 
 
“I feel so convicted in watching him – not to disrespect any pitcher – but they don’t do it to him,” Haines 
said. “He gets in this little rut where he’s doing it to himself. You can see it. Once he gets right, he’s 
going to make it tough on that guy out there. The guy is really going to have to make pitches to get him 
out. But it’s been vice versa now. He’s been making it tough on himself.” 
 
Haines echoed what any coach or manager who works with Happ says: his strengths are his ability to 
make adjustments and his mental and emotional toughness. So this too should pass. 
 
“He’s getting tested,” Haines said. “But all those things we talked about, his strengths, this is the time 
they’re going to show up. That’s why everybody kind of has peace of mind over it. It’s not what we 
expected, Ian didn’t expect it, but it’s kind of the nature of the big leagues. Especially early on in the big 
leagues, hitters are going to go through some ups and downs.” 
 
Happ knows he’s not the only one who has experienced these types of struggles. He's got teammates to 
lean on for advice and perspective, plus the common sense to realize everyone slumps. 
 
“At dinner this spring, I talked to a couple guys who were very, very good baseball players. A Hall of 
Famer and a guy who hit .300 in the big leagues,” Happ said. “[Anthony] Rizzo actually asked them how 
many times you go through a funk where don’t think you can hit and you think you lost it. Those guys 
said five to 10 times a year. Guys who are some of the best hitters we’ve had in the game. So it happens 
to everybody. It’s a process. It’s part of the game. But it’s very important to put your work in during it 
and that’s our job. That’s some of the most fun you can have. Being in the cage, grinding it out and 
trying to get back on track.” 
 
Happ may not look right on the field at the moment, but the Cubs appear to be confident he's putting in 
the work to correct a flaw. If he needed any more motivation, he can see how Albert Almora Jr. is hitting 
right now. 
 
“You need to have a holistic view, because if you get to small-picture, it becomes very overwhelming,” 
Happ said. “To have that total view and you know that, shit, 50 at-bats into a 500, 600 at-bat season, 
that’s not going to dictate the way the rest of the year goes. So it’s important to kind of 
compartmentalize what’s already happened and move on to what you can do in the future.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Héctor Rondón speaks 'the truth': the Astros are better than the Cubs (No kidding) 
By Jon Greenberg 
 



 
In the visiting clubhouse of Guaranteed Rate Field, I threw Héctor Rondón a softball and like a hitter 
teeing off on him when his fastball was at its straightest, he connected. 
 
How does the talent on his new team, the Houston Astros, compare with the talent on his old team, the 
Cubs? 
 
“These guys are way better,” he said. “Not because I’m now here. But the way they play, the way they 
focus, the way they prepare is the difference between those guys and here. I think they’re better than 
the other guys.” 
 
Of course, what else could he say? He’s not on the Cubs anymore. He's speaking in the Astros clubhouse. 
But don't call Héctor Rondón a bullshitter, my friends. 
 
“No,” he said. “I said the truth. I don’t have to be fake. I say what I see. And I think those guys prepare 
really good too. But it is what it is.” 
 
He's not the first Astro to say that, of course. 
 
A year ago, this argument, Cubs vs. Astros, wouldn’t have qualified as controversial, but since the Cubs 
had just won a World Series and the Astros had not, it would've been a fun barroom argument. Two 
teams that bottomed out only rise up as baseball's new darlings. 
 
Now? Outside of true Cubs zealots, no one is saying the Cubs are the better team, especially given how 
they’re playing right now. Maybe the Cubs, 8-8 going into their road series in Colorado on Friday, are 
nursing Houston’s World Series hangover? 
 
The difference between the Astros, who are currently defying the Cubs' problems of yesteryear with a 
13-7 record, a plus-33 run differential and an AL-best 2.45 ERA, is the depth on the roster and the 
amount of multi-skilled players on the team, Rondón said. While Houston’s offense is middle-of-the-
pack right now, a top three of George Springer, José Altuve and Carlos Correa is pretty tough to contend 
with, as Los Angeles learned last October. (Every summer Cubs fans should send flowers to Astros 
general manager Jeff Luhnow for drafting Mark Appel instead of Kris Bryant. Otherwise, yikes.) 
 
“Yeah, we have everything,” Rondón said. “We have power, we have speed, we have infield [defense], 
pitching. It’s more about preparation, what we believe in here we can do. That is what we have in here. 
They show me that and I see it.” 
 
Rondón was one of the cheap finds the Cubs were able to turn into a major contributor during their 
rebuilding process, going from Rule 5 guy in 2013 to closer in 2014. From 2014-15, he saved 59 games, 
giving up 30 earned runs in 133 1/3 innings as a very reliable ninth-inning guy. For that performance 
alone, he'll always be remembered fondly by Cubs fans. 
 
It was that kind of low-risk, high-reward transaction that helped the Cubs beat the odds in their rebuild. 
You can't do it on amateur draft picks and free agents alone. The White Sox can only hope some of their 
similar moves pay off as well in the coming years. 
 
It’s too bad Rondón didn’t get a starring role in the World Series, but at least he got to be a part of the 
ride.  
 
Four of his five appearances in the 2015 postseason were clean, notching two saves in the NLDS series 
win over the Cardinals. 



 
 
He lost his closing job in 2016 when the Cubs traded Gleyber Torres for Aroldis Chapman and didn’t 
complain. (Who could grouse about losing a job to Chapman?) After a mid-August stint on the DL with a 
triceps issue, he threw six innings over seven games in the postseason, but only appeared in a mop-up 
role in two World Series losses, Games 1 and 4. 
 
In last year’s NLCS, after going through late-season elbow discomfort and some control problems that 
made him imminently hittable, he was barely a factor, giving up two runs in three innings. He wasn't on 
the roster in the divisional round. 
 
So it wasn’t a surprise the Cubs non-tendered him in the offseason and he said he doesn’t harbor any ill 
will. It doesn’t hurt that he landed on his feet with the best team in baseball two weeks later on a two-
year, $8.5 million deal. 
 
He said it was difficult to lose his closer job in 2016 — and then again before 2017 when the Cubs signed 
Wade Davis — but not to leave Chicago. He still keeps in touch with bullpen coach Lester Strode, Pedro 
Strop and Javy Báez, among others. 
 
When asked about pitching coach Chris Bosio’s departure, well, Rondón isn’t blind and deaf. He knew 
there was friction with Bosio and his bosses. But like any player who has to revisit his past with the 
media when he comes back to town, he wasn’t super excited to dwell on it. As one reporter noted, he 
didn’t call them “the Cubs,” but rather “those guys.” 
 
“I don’t care about them,” he said. “I just worry about me.” 
 
As for him, he’s given up two runs on eight hits in 7 1/3 innings this season, striking out 10 and walking 
none. With Ken Giles closing for Houston, Rondón has come in four times in the seventh, twice in the 
eighth and once in the sixth and 10th innings. 
 
“Just coming here to throw whatever inning they ask,” he said. “Sometimes they put me in a tie game, 
big game, shit like that. I’m coming here just to compete with my team.” 
 
Will Rondón see his old team again in October? Both teams would certainly be happy for that reunion. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
ICYMI: Kris Bryant is looking ahead to the next frontier 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
Kris Bryant is hiding in plain sight, taking a prom-style photo with Anthony Rizzo at a Navy Pier charity 
gala, partnering with Red Bull and a Wrigleyville sports bar on a Sluggers batting cage, maintaining a 
Twitter account with 748,000 followers and playing in an iconic stadium for one of the most popular 
teams in the world. 
 
But the Cubs have so many shiny objects, new toys, flashing red lights and weather alerts — The 1914 
Club! Yu Darvish! Ian Happ? That 29-degree wind chill! — that Bryant has been overlooked so far this 
season. 
 



 
Even after one of the least inconspicuous rises to superstardom as a Golden Spikes Award winner, No. 2 
overall draft pick, Arizona Fall League MVP, minor league player of the year, National League Rookie of 
the Year and MVP, Hank Aaron Award winner and World Series champion. 
 
This is a reminder to all those teams writing off big-league seasons, slashing payroll, letting prospects 
incubate in the minors and promising fans that October baseball is coming: Good luck finding your 
baseball unicorn. 
 
Because Bryant has already exceeded the hype — without any serious injuries or down years or scrapes 
to his off-the-field reputation — and feels like he is just getting started. 
 
“It’s a real finite group,” Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. “He’s just a focused young man and he’s a 
pretty good self-evaluator. He knows what he has to get better at. He doesn’t conceal. He doesn’t make 
up lies to himself about different things.” 
 
If Bryant is being honest — and he is exceptionally available and accommodating to the media — then 
he would admit that he feels the natural insecurity for a professional athlete and the weight of being a 
franchise player. 
 
But Bryant should be looking forward to hitting this weekend at Coors Field (weather permitting). The 
Cubs will get an up-close look at another All-Star third baseman — Nolan Arenado has served his five-
game suspension for his role in a bench-clearing brawl — and the Friday night starter (Jon Gray) the 
Colorado Rockies took with the No. 3 overall pick in the 2013 draft right after Theo Epstein’s group made 
a franchise-altering decision on Bryant. 
 
As the Cubs try to find some sense of rhythm during an 8-8 start, Bryant is already there, hitting .328 
with two homers, six doubles and a 1.026 OPS. He has more walks (11) than strikeouts (10) while getting 
on base almost 47 percent of the time. He is on pace for around 100 runs scored and 100 RBIs. 
 
“I might look comfortable,” Bryant said, “but I kind of strive being uncomfortable, just because it’s the 
only way to make progress. Anything from taking cold showers — or just kind of putting yourself out of 
that comfort zone — is big. Especially in sports, we don’t ever want to feel like you’re comfortable or 
complacent, because that’s where you start to go backwards.” 
 
Wait, you really take cold showers? 
 
“Yeah, absolutely,” Bryant said. “Honestly, sometimes I need to trick myself. Sometimes, I do feel a little 
comfortable. Moving over to first or taking groundballs at a different position or trying something new 
off the tee or in the cage, just to switch things up.” 
 
Two years after leading the NL with 199 strikeouts as a rookie, Bryant cut that number down to 128 last 
season, part of an underrated 6-WAR performance that saw him finish with an OPS (.946) that marked a 
seven-point jump from his 2016 MVP campaign. 
 
Again, this is pretty much taken for granted now, three-plus years since Bryant made his big-league 
debut: He can cover at first base when Rizzo’s back tightens up, move to the right side of the infield on 
defensive shifts and play all over the outfield. Bryant is listed at 6-foot-5, 230 pounds and is one of the 
best baserunners on the team. 
 
Bryant still thinks there’s another level to find in the batter’s box. 
 



 
“Primarily, it’s what you’re seeing now offensively,” Maddon said. “He’s got power. He uses the whole 
field when he’s right on. But now he’s working on not going outside the strike zone. Now, of course, he’s 
still going to on occasion. But for the most part, he recognizes that is the next thing he needs to do to 
become this really elite hitter. Because I’m sure beyond the power, he wants to hit for a better average, 
too. 
 
“The only way to hit for a better average is to accept your walks and not put pitchers’ pitches in play so 
often, so he understands all that. The next big frontier for him would be that. And as he conquers really 
making pitchers come over the plate, heads up.” 
 
-- 
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