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San Francisco Chronicle 

Giants remain offensively challenged, fall to last-place Reds in 11 

John Shea 

 

CINCINNATI — The Giants want to take advantage of this so-called easier part of the schedule, a 

stretch of 10 games against teams that are in last place or close to it. 

We await one of three true outcomes. 

The Giants could go on an outrageous run and make themselves serious contenders. They could 

crash and burn and never be heard from again. Or they could split the games, a typical scenario 

in a season in which all roads seem to lead to .500. 

The stretch started with Friday’s 2-1, 11-inning loss to the Reds in which the Giants 

demonstrated enough pitching to stay in the game but not enough hitting to win it — one of 

those season microcosms. 

The Giants’ 3-4-5-6 hitters went a collective 1-for-18. That’s after the 3-through-6 hitters went 

1-for-20 in Wednesday’s 12-inning loss in Los Angeles. 

“We’ve just got to find a way to get a run,” manager Bruce Bochy said, “and it’s getting to the 

point where it’s almost borderline ridiculous how often we’re getting shut down considering 

this lineup.” 
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The only hit coming from the middle of the lineup was Brandon Belt’s single to open the fourth. 

He was erased from the bases when Evan Longoria grounded into a double play. Meantime, 

Bochy continues to tweak his batting order and Friday inserted Belt as the cleanup hitter and 

bumped Brandon Crawford two notches to sixth. 

“It’s not on Boch,” Buster Posey, the Giants’ No. 3 batter, said. “It’s on us. We’ve got to find a 

way. It’s as simple as that.” 

The Reds won the game on a homer by Phillip Ervin, the first batter Ray Black faced in the 11th. 

Otherwise, the bullpen was excellent. Five relievers, including Black, combined for 52/3 shutout 

innings through the 10th. 

Even starter Casey Kelly, the son of Reds bench coach Pat Kelly, did well to limit the damage in 

his 41/3 innings, yielding one run despite nine hits. 

“Our pitching’s been really good all year and especially good here of late,” Posey said. 

“Offensively, we’ve got to be better, plain and simple.” 

The Giants, who got their run on leadoff man Andrew McCutchen’s third-inning single — the 

first of his three hits — have two more games against the Reds before flying to New York for 

four against the Mets. They return home to play the Rangers in a three-game interleague series. 

Then it gets tougher with the Giants hosting the Diamondbacks. So the time, as they say, is 

now. Asked about the key 10-game stretch that’s under way, Posey said, “Honestly, where we 

are, it’s a key stretch for us the remainder of the way.” 

Kelly filled in for Dereck Rodriguez, who strained his hamstring in Tuesday’s fracas at Dodger 

Stadium, and pitched in traffic most of the night. Kelly threw 73 pitches two days after throwing 

20 in relief and needed some big help in the fifth, his final inning. 

Jose Peraza opened with a single, and Posey threw him out trying to steal. Scooter Gennett 

singled, and Bochy summoned Reyes Moronta, who struck out two consecutive batters. 

“It was definitely a cool experience,” Kelly said of pitching in front of his dad in the other 

dugout. “I don’t know if we’ll ever be able to do that again, so you try to embrace it. Once the 

first pitch left my hand in warm-ups, it was me versus the Reds. It wasn’t about my dad.” 

Kelly’s mother was in attendance, as were his brother, sister and fiancee. Father and son had 

breakfast early Friday, and each was careful not to get caught up in exchanging information. 
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“I guess in a perfect world,” Pat Kelly said before the game, “he throws six shutout innings, and 

we beat the relievers.” 

That’s not exactly what happened, but it was close enough for the proud papa who couldn’t 

help but smile while waiting outside the Giants’ clubhouse after the game. 

 

 

San Francisco Chronicle 

Why Giants’ Rodriguez was among first on field during Puig-Hundley scuffle 

John Shea 

 

CINCINNATI — Rookie pitcher Dereck Rodriguez was one of the first Giants off the bench as 

catcher Nick Hundley and the Dodgers’ Yasiel Puig squared off Tuesday at Dodger Stadium. 

“Being in Puerto Rico and watching my dad over the years, you kind of know when stuff starts 

to heat up,” said Rodriguez, son of Hall of Fame catcher Ivan Rodriguez. “Once I saw Puig look 

at Hundley and start saying some words, I knew something was going to go down. 

“I had one foot out of the dugout, and when (Puig) pushed him, I took off. I didn’t want 

(Hundley) to be there by himself.” 

Rodriguez was on a peacekeeping mission, he said, adding, “I’m not a big altercation guy.” 

As it turned out, Rodriguez strained his right hamstring during the tussle and on Thursday was 

sent to the 10-day disabled list. Friday, with his left leg wrapped in ice, Rodriguez said he felt 

what he thought was a leg cramp when running onto the field. 

When Rodriguez was holding back players during the scrum, he felt it more. He figured it would 

go away overnight, but it didn’t. An MRI exam showed a Grade 1 hamstring strain, not as severe 

as Grade 2, but enough to keep him off the mound. 

Rodriguez threw on flat ground Friday and said he felt fine throwing but would have issues 

fielding his position and hitting. He is eligible to pitch Thursday in New York (10 days is 

retroactive to his last start), but that might be premature. 

Rodriguez’s absence — he has a 2.25 ERA in 14 games (12 starts) and 1.28 ERA since June 24 — 

could hurt his Rookie of the Year candidacy, but more than that, he’ll be missed as an integral 

part of the rotation. He said if he were an American Leaguer, with the designated hitter rule, he 

could keep pitching, but Giants manager Bruce Bochy denied such a possibility. 
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“It’s unfortunate,” Bochy said. “This guy was throwing the ball as well as anybody. He’ll be 

down 10 days at least.” 

Strickland to return: Hunter Strickland will come off the DL on Saturday after missing two 

months with a broken hand, and Bochy said he could use the right-hander in the sixth, seventh 

or eighth innings. 

Strickland hasn’t pitched in the majors since June 18, when he gave up three runs to the 

Marlins and punched a clubhouse door. His six-game minor-league rehab assignment ended 

Wednesday. 

“It’s definitely taken longer than I wanted, but it’s part of it,” Strickland said. “It’s something I 

brought on myself, so you’ve just got to deal with it and move forward.” 

 

 

San Francisco Chronicle 

Giants’ Casey Kelly pitches against Reds, whose bench coach is his dad, Pat Kelly 

John Shea 

 

CINCINNATI - Casey Kelly is making his first start for the Giants on Friday night at Great 

American Ball Park, and his dad has two wishes. 

His dad is Pat Kelly, the Reds’ bench coach. 

“I guess in a perfect world,” the elder Kelly said, “he throws six shutout innings, and we beat 

the reliever.” 

Pat Kelly has walked a fine line the past couple of days, trying to balance his gig in the Reds’ 

organization with the fact his kid is the starting pitcher on the team that’s in town to begin a 

three-game series. 

“You’re a competitor,” Pat Kelly said. “You want your team to win. Obviously as a dad, you want 

your son to be successful. … Your emotions are very unique in those situations.” 

Casey Kelly is filling the rotation spot of Dereck Rodriguez, who was placed on the disabled list 

with a Grade 1 hamstring strain. Rodriguez was hurt during Tuesday’s on-field skirmish at 

Dodger Stadium initiated by Nick Hundley and Yasiel Puig. 
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“I have the best seat in the house,” said Pat Kelly, whose own big-league playing career lasted 

just three games with the 1980 Blue Jays. “Usually I’m up in the stands with a hot dog and beer, 

the few times I get to see him pitch. I’ll be up close. It’s fun. I enjoy watching him pitch. I don’t 

get to see it that often.” 

It won’t be the first time the Kellys will have opposed each other. In 2008, when Casey was a 

shortstop in the Red Sox’s organization, he played in the Gulf Coast league, and his dad was an 

opposing manager. 

“It’s a little different when he’s on the mound,” Pat Kelly said. 

It’s a little different when it’s the big leagues, too. The elder Kelly has been asked a lot of 

questions lately, folks in his own clubhouse wondering about Casey’s repertoire and Casey 

himself asking a few questions of his own. 

“I went to breakfast with him,” Pat Kelly said, “and he wants to know about our hitters. I’ve had 

to be real quiet today.” 

What if someone asked for a scouting report? 

“He’s a 5-foot-9, side-arming knuckleballer,” quipped the coach. 

Early in his pro career, the younger Kelly tried both hitting and pitching and quickly realized his 

path to the majors would be from the mound. He pitched for the 2012 and 2015 Padres and 

2016 Braves. He has made two relief appearances with the Giants. 

Through it all, he overcame Tommy John surgery, a sports hernia and a bulging disc, and the 

proud papa said, “For him to persevere like this, that’s what it’s all about.” 

Several family members will be in the crowd Friday. 

“They didn’t come to see me,” Pat Kelly said. 
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San Jose Mercury News 

Giants starter Casey Kelly’s biggest fan to watch from Reds dugout 

Kerry Crowley 

 

CINCINNATI–Giants starter Casey Kelly had breakfast with a member of the Cincinnati Reds 

coaching staff, but he wasn’t there to gather intel on the hitters he’ll face Friday. 

Instead, it was a reunion for Kelly and his father Pat, who took over as the Reds bench coach 

earlier this season after a staff shakeup. 

Kelly is making a spot start Friday in place of rookie right-hander Dereck Rodríguez, who was 

placed on the disabled list Thursday after an MRI revealed he suffered a Grade 1 hamstring 

strain. 

Get San Francisco Giants news in your inbox. Sign up now for the free Giants HQ newsletter. 

Pat met with reporters hours before Friday’s game and said it’s the first time he’ll watch his son 

pitch in a major league game from the opposing dugout. 

“I’ll have the best seat in the house,” Pat said. “Usually I’m up in the stands with a hotdog and a 

beer the few times a year I get to see him pitch. I’ll be up close and it’s fun.” 

Casey made his major league debut on his father’s birthday back on August 27, 2012 as he fired 

six shutout innings for the San Diego Padres. That remains the best outing of Kelly’s career, as 

he’s compiled a 5.93 ERA in 21 appearances over the course of parts of four big league seasons. 

Before the Giants promoted Kelly from Triple-A last week, he last pitched in the majors for the 

Atlanta Braves in 2016. 

After signing a minor league deal with the Giants last summer, Kelly spent the end of the 2017 

season and most of 2018 with Triple-A Sacramento as a starter. His first two games with the 

Giants have come as a reliever, but his first start for San Francisco will take place Friday against 

a team that employs his biggest fan. 

“I guess in a perfect world, he throws six shutout innings and we beat the relievers,” Pat said. 

“You’re a competitor, you want your team to win. But obviously you’re a dad and you want 

your son to be successful.” 
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Kelly was drafted as a shortstop by the Boston Red Sox in 2008, but converted to pitching full-

time in 2009 and has spent most of the last decade at various minor league stops. Pat, who 

reached the majors as a catcher with Toronto in 1980, said he’s most proud of his son’s 

determination. 

“He had a tough run, he had the Tommy John after his debut in 2012,” Pat said. “He had a 

sports hernia at one point. Atlanta had to shut him down because of a bulging disk in his back 

so for him to persevere like this, that’s really what it’s all about.” 

 

 

San Jose Mercury News 

‘Bordeline ridiculous’ offensive funk continues, Giants suffer walkoff defeat 

Kerry Crowley 

 

CINCINNATI–Great American Ballpark is supposed to be a hitter’s paradise, a retreat along the 

Ohio River where even the lowliest lineups can kick back, relax and watch the runs pile up. 

The Giants cruised into Cincinnati after taking two of three in a competitive series with the 

Dodgers, but their offense was overmatched and forced to swim upstream in a 2-1 loss in 11 

innings to the Reds. 

“Our pitching has been really good all year and especially good as of late, but offensively we’ve 

got to be better,” catcher Buster Posey said. “Plain and simple.” 

After five Giants relievers combined to throw 5 2/3 scoreless innings, rookie Ray Black served 

up a walkoff home run to Reds left fielder Phillip Ervin to open the bottom of the 11th. 

Pitching was hardly the problem for San Francisco Friday, as the team’s 3-4-5-6 hitters 

combined to go 1-for-18 with six strikeouts. 

“Right now we’re in a serious funk,” manager Bruce Bochy said. “We’re having a hard time 

getting out of it and I know they talked today. You give their pitching credit but we’ve been in 

this for awhile.” 

Friday’s loss marked the ninth time in the last 13 games the Giants have been held to three runs 

or fewer. Instead of using their series opener against the last-place Reds to gain momentum, 

the Giants sunk below .500 in a performance that left their manager visibly frustrated. 
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“We’ve just got to find a way to get a run and it’s getting to the point where it’s almost 

borderline ridiculous how often we’re getting shut down considering this lineup,” Bochy said. 

The last time the Giants took the field, right-hander Casey Kelly was on the mound when 

Dodgers second baseman Brian Dozier hit a walkoff sacrifice fly to down San Francisco in the 

12th inning. After the Giants placed rookie Dereck Rodríguez on the disabled list with a Grade 1 

hamstring strain Thursday, Kelly returned on one day’s rest and made a spot start against the 

Reds Friday. 

His first start since a 2016 outing with the Braves came with his biggest fan watching from the 

opposing dugout. Kelly’s father Pat is the Reds bench coach and opined about his ideal outcome 

for Friday’s matchup before the game. 

“I guess in a perfect world he throws six shutout innings and beat the relievers,” Pat said. 

“You’re a competitor, you want your team to win. But obviously you’re a dad and you want 

your son to be successful.” 

The outcome wasn’t perfect for Pat, but he wasn’t far off. 

Casey threw 4 1/3 innings and scattered nine hits but limited the Reds to just one run. Thanks 

to Andrew McCutchen’s team-leading 53rd RBI of the season in the third, Kelly exited with the 

game tied 1-1 and earned a no-decision. 

“It was definitely a cool experience,” Casey said. “I don’t know if we’ll ever be able to do that 

again so you always try to embrace it when it happens. But once the first pitch left my hand in 

warmups, it was me versus the Reds.” 

Kelly has allowed two earned runs over 10 2/3 innings since being promoted from Triple-A 

Sacramento last week. The injury Rodríguez suffered while serving as a peacemaker in 

Tuesday’s Giants-Dodgers altercation couldn’t have come at a worse time for the Giants, but 

Kelly responded to the call on short notice and provided his team with an opportunity. 

“People can say it’s like a bullpen, but it’s not because he’s pitching late innings against the 

Dodgers,” Posey said. “For him to come out and give us 4 1/3 was really impressive. He showed 

he’s got some guts.” 

Instead of activating an additional player Friday, the Giants waited to fill Rodríguez’s vacant 

roster spot and will instead reinstate reliever Hunter Strickland (fractured hand) from the 
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disabled list Saturday. After five Giants relievers combined to allow two hits, including the Ervin 

home run, Strickland will likely be the first man out of the bullpen Saturday. 

After shaking up the lineup several times since the All-Star break, Bochy said it’s up to the 

Giants veteran hitters and middle-of-the-order bats to reenergize a slumping offense. 

His longest tenured position player agreed. 

“It’s not up to Boch, it’s on us,” Posey said. “We’ve got to find a way. It’s as simple as that.” 

Smith to retain closer job 

Strickland said closer Will Smith has done a “remarkable job” in the right-hander’s absence and 

he hopes Smith continues to perform well down the stretch. 

Though Strickland began the year as the closer, Bochy said Smith will continue to close games 

while Strickland can expect to serve as a set-up man in the sixth, seventh and eighth innings. 

 

 

MLB.com 

Offense goes quiet again as Giants fall in extras 

Chris Haft 

 

CINCINNATI -- Bruce Bochy spoke cordially, even calmly after the Giants' 2-1 loss to the Reds on 

Friday at Great American Ball Park. Yet there was an edge to his voice that conveyed distinct 

unhappiness. 

The Giants lost a tight game as Phillip Ervin homered off Ray Black to lead off Cincinnati's half 

of the 11th inning. Black pitched a scoreless 10th, joining a quintet of relievers that limited 

Cincinnati to two hits over 5 2/3 innings. 

View Full Game Coverage 

But the Giants' offense remained virtually mute. Andrew McCutchen and Joe Panik accounted 

for five of San Francisco's eight hits. Before the game, Giants hitters and coaches convened for 

a meeting that ideally would have cleared heads, improved attitudes and sharpened swings. 

But on Friday night, it didn't appear to make much difference. 

"It's getting to the point where it's almost borderline ridiculous how often we're getting shut 
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down, considering this lineup," Bochy said. 

It's a lineup that can feature as many as seven All-Stars on a given day: Buster Posey, Brandon 

Belt, Brandon Crawford, Evan Longoria, Hunter Pence, McCutchen and Panik. Yet San 

Francisco has scored two or fewer runs in eight of its last 21 games and three runs in five games 

during this stretch. The club is 3-10 in those games. When the Giants score four runs or more, 

they're 47-14. 

The heart of the lineup isn't finding much success. The Giants' third through sixth hitters went 

1-for-18 on Friday. In Wednesday's series finale at Los Angeles, they were 1-for-20. 

"We talked about it so many times: this offense has just got to get going," Bochy said. "They're 

better than this. We're just getting shut down, and that's the issue. You're staying positive that 

we're going to get out of this, but it's frustrating. No question about it. We have some good 

hitters up there, but right now we're in a serious funk. We're having a hard time getting out of 

it. I know they talked today, and you give their pitching credit, but we've been in this for a 

while." 

"The pitching's been really good all year and especially good as of late," Posey added. 

"Offensively, we have to be better, plain and simple." 

Bochy has shuffled the batting order on multiple occasions, but no combination has proven to 

be effective. 

"You see the lineup. They're experienced veterans, good hitters," Bochy said. "You look at their 

resume, and we're staying positive. We're going to come out of this. It's just frustrating. You're 

running into good pitching, but at the same time, you get one run, and you're in extra innings." 

Posey pointed out that improvement does not hinge on Bochy. 

"It's on us," Posey said. "We've got to find a way. It's as simple as that." 

Making his debut as a Giants starter with his father, Reds bench coach Pat Kelly, watching from 

the other dugout, right-hander Casey Kelly repeatedly pitched out of jams. He lasted only 4 1/3 

innings but allowed just one run despite yielding nine hits and walking one. 

• Kelly shares midgame salute with father 

It was the first start since 2016 for Casey Kelly, who got the call in place of Dereck Rodriguez. 

Rodriguez was placed on the 10-day DL with a Grade 1 hamstring strain. 
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HE SAID IT 

"We've got a decent crew, [and] they didn't come to see me." -- Reds bench coach Pat Kelly, 

whose son, Casey, started for the Giants with his mother, brother, sister and fiancee in the 

stands 

MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 

The Giants benefitted on all three reviews in Friday's game. 

First, they received a break in the fifth inning, when Cincinnati's Jose Peraza was ruled out on a 

steal attempt at second base. The Reds challenged, but a replay review confirmed the call on 

the field. Scooter Gennett followed with a single that would have scored Peraza to cut the 1-1 

tie. 

Three innings later, Mason Williams was ruled safe at first base after tapping a grounder to 

third base. However, the ruling was overturned as first baseman Belt kept his toe on the bag. 

Finally, the Giants prolonged their half of the 10th inning when a review overturned an out call 

at first base on Gorkys Hernandez, who hit into a fielder's choice. UP NEXT 

The Giants will turn to Madison Bumgarner (4-4, 2.71 ERA) for Saturday's 4:10 p.m. PT game at 

Great American Ball Park. San Francisco owns a 6-7 record overall when Bumgarner starts but 

has gone 2-4 on the road in those matchups. Bumgarner has maintained his All-Star form lately, 

posting a 2-1 record with a 2.25 ERA in his last six outings. He'll be opposed by Cincinnati right-

hander Matt Harvey (5-7, 5.19). 

 

 

 

 

MLB.com 

Giants-Reds game a family affair for the Kellys 

Chris Haft 

 

CINCINNATI -- If the dilemma facing the Kelly family on Friday night seemed unique, the 

conclusion was rarer still. 

Both parties left Great American Ball Park content after the Reds' 2-1 victory over the Giants in 

11 innings. 

View Full Game Coverage 

The stage was set for divided loyalties as right-hander Casey Kelly made his Giants starting 

debut against the Reds, whose bench coach is his father, Pat Kelly. 

Casey Kelly received no decision in a performance that was shaky yet effective. The Reds 
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rapped nine hits in 4 1/3 innings off him, yet generated only one run. Nobody -- not the players 

Pat Kelly was obligated to support, nor his cherished son -- was embarrassed. 

"It definitely was a cool experience," Casey Kelly said. 

It was fun. I don't get the chance to watch him that much," Pat Kelly said. "I'm sure I was more 

nervous than he was. You just want him to do well. He survived. I thought he did a nice job." 

The evening began with the Kellys acknowledging each other -- nothing demonstrative, 

essentially mutual eye contact -- but something shared nonetheless. They even gave each other 

a midgame salute. 

"Kind of a respect thing," Casey Kelly said. 

Casey Kelly received his starting assignment after right-hander Dereck Rodriguez went on the 

10-day disabled list with a strained right hamstring. It was just another twist in Kelly's career. 

He also has endured Tommy John surgery, a sports hernia and other maladies over his 10 

professional seasons. 

"For him to persevere like this, that's really what it's all about," his father said. 

Casey Kelly continued to persevere against the Reds. Pitching on one day of rest -- he appeared 

in Wednesday's series finale at Los Angeles -- he stranded six runners in his 4 1/3 innings. 

"He showed he's got some guts," Giants catcher Buster Posey said. 

The questions that Pat Kelly fielded in the hours leading up to the indirect confrontation 

between father and son were what you might expect. 

Seeking an edge, Reds personnel asked Pat Kelly for a scouting report on his son. 

"He's a 5-foot-9, sidearming knuckleballer," he responded in jest. 

In reality, Casey Kelly is a 6-foot-3, 215-pounder who throws the typical complement of hard 

stuff. He also asked his father similar questions to those of the Reds' personnel. 

"Of course, I went to breakfast with him, and he wants to know about our hitters," Pat Kelly 

said before the game. "I had to be real quiet today." 

After the game, he had every reason to cheer until he was hoarse. 
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MLB.com 

Strickland to be activated from 60-day DL 

Chris Haft 

 

CINCINNATI -- Hunter Strickland insisted that he will channel his emotions in a more mature 

manner after his temper caused him to miss approximately two months of the season. 

The Giants will activate Strickland from the 60-day disabled list on Saturday. Strickland, 29, 

fractured his right pinkie finger while punching a door in frustration after blowing a save 

opportunity on June 18 against Miami. 

View Full Game Coverage 

During Strickland's absence, left-hander Will Smith settled into the closer's role for the Giants, 

converting 10 of 12 save chances.  

"Remarkable," Strickland said of Smith. "Missing a whole year last year, and coming back and 

pitching the way he is has been a huge help for the team." 

Meanwhile, Giants manager Bruce Bochy said that he won't hesitate to use Strickland in high-

leverage situations immediately, and Strickland said he's ready for the challenge. 

"Whenever the team needs me, whenever he calls my name, I'll be ready to go," said Strickland, 

who owns a 2.84 ERA, 13 saves and a .218 opponents' batting average in 34 appearances this 

season. 

Asked what he learned from this experience, Strickland replied, "Don't ever hit anything. Just 

try to take the personal emotions for what they are. Obviously, reacting like that has its 

consequences. This is one I definitely will not repeat." 

Rodriguez could return by end of next week 

Despite his strained right hamstring, Dereck Rodriguez said that he felt good enough to make 

what had been his scheduled start on Friday night, when the Giants fell to the Reds, 2-1. 

"If I were in the American League, I probably could have pitched," said Rodriguez, who injured 

himself while trying to separate combatants during Tuesday's Giants-Dodgers confrontation. 

Bochy said starting him on regular rest would be "too risky," pointing out that Rodriguez would 

have to defend his position, cover first base and engage in other movements that would test his 

hamstring. 
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However, it's entirely possible that Rodriguez, who has established himself as a National League 

Rookie of the Year Award candidate, could pitch when he's eligible to return from the disabled 

list next Thursday or shortly afterward. 

"I'll be good by then," Rodriguez vowed. 

 

 

The Athletic 

Father-son moment: Casey Kelly makes his first Giants start with his dad, Pat, smiling in the 

opposing dugout 

Jeff Wallner 

 

CINCINNATI — Bruce Bochy smiled when asked about right-hander Casey Kelly starting <span 

class="aBn" tabindex="0" data-term="goog_1481167468" style="box-sizing: border-

box;"><span class="aQJ" style="box-sizing: border-box;">Friday night’s game at Great American 

Ball Park with his father and interim Reds bench coach, Pat, watching from the opposing 

dugout.</span></span> 

“I’ve been in that situation,” said a beaming Bochy. 

The memories are fresh for the Giants skipper, who summoned his son, Brett, from the bullpen 

in a blowout loss to the Dodgers on Sept. 13, 2014, at AT&T Park, marking the first time in 

history that a major league manager handed the ball to his son in a regular-season game. 

“When I brought Brett in from the bullpen, I didn’t realize it had never happened in major 

league baseball,” Bochy recalled. “It was an emotional time for me. I was nervous, excited. I just 

remember telling him how to pitch (Juan) Uribe. I said throw strike one and get him to chase 

and he didn’t chase. Brett came in and got on me about the scouting report.” 

Kelly made two relief appearances for the Giants after having his contract purchased from 

Triple-A Sacramento on Aug. 10. He was informed on Thursday morning that he would 

start Friday in place of Dereck Rodríguez, who was placed on the 10-day disabled list with a 

Grade 1 right hamstring strain. 

The news that Kelly on Friday would be the 10th different starting pitcher used by the Giants 

this season was greeted with both excitement and nervousness in the Kelly household. 

“Usually, I’m up in the stands with a hot dog and a beer the few times I’ve seen him pitch, so I’ll 

have the best seat in the house,” Pat said, three hours before Friday’s first pitch. “In a perfect 

world, he throws six shutout innings and we beat the relievers.” 

Father and son exchanged a salute from across the diamond prior to the game, a gesture Casey 

said was meant to acknowledge the moment and the unique baseball bond they would now 

share. But the pleasantries stopped there. 

“I want to beat him after that,” Casey said, wryly. 
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Friday’s outing was far from perfect for Kelly, but it got the job done for the Giants who had 

support in their bullpen anticipating an abbreviated outing. The 28-year-old Kelly threw 20 

pitches over 1 1/3 innings on Wednesday in a 4-3, 12-inning loss at Dodger Stadium and five 

shutout innings four days before that. 

With his dad in his usual spot in the home dugout with both arms draped over the railing and 

noticeable smile on his face, Kelly allowed three singles in the first inning but picked off Billy 

Hamilton at first base with one out to escape without allowing a run. He wasn’t as fortunate in 

the second when Tucker Barnhart doubled and scored on Curt Casali’s single to put the Reds 

ahead, 1-0. 

Kelly laid down a sacrifice bunt that led to the tying run in the third. But Bochy replaced him 

with one out in the fourth and the score tied 1-1, denying him a shot at his first big-league 

victory since 2012. Kelly allowed nine hits but just one run with a walk and two strikeouts over 

his 73 pitches. 

“He competed really well,” Bochy said. “He kept his poise and made pitches despite just one 

day’s rest.” 

The slumping Giants offense could manage just one run all night and Philip Ervin’s solo home 

run leading off the bottom of the 11th inning lifted the Reds to a 2-1 win, handing the Giants 

their second straight extra-inning defeat. 

It was another frustrating defeat for the Giants but it didn’t temper the enthusiasm of the Kelly 

clan at Great American Ball Park, which included Casey’s mother, Becky, brother Chris, who is a 

scout in the Padres organization, older sister Chelsea, and fiancée Ariel. 

“They didn’t come to see me,” Pat said, smiling. 

Family breakfast the morning of Kelly’s first start as a Giant and his first big league start since 

May 22, 2016 with the Braves was a festive occasion, with Kelly trying to extract a scouting 

report on Reds batters from his dad, who, when asked by Reds officials for a scouting report on 

his son, offered that “he’s a 5-foot-9 sidearm knuckleballer.” 

Casey wasn’t buying it. 

“I gave up nine hits,” he said. “He must have given them some kind of scouting report on me.” 

This wasn’t the first time that Pat and Casey crossed paths. When Pat was managing the Gulf 

Coast League Reds in 2008, he faced Casey’s GCL Red Sox after he was drafted 30th overall by 

Boston. 

“He was a shortstop then,” Pat said. “A little different when he’s on the mound.” 

It’s been a long road back to the major leagues for Casey, a former Sarasota (Florida) High 
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teammate of Reds second baseman Scooter Gennett, who singled twice against him on Friday. 

A converted shortstop, Kelly missed almost the entire 2014 season after undergoing Tommy 

John surgery. He also had to battle through a sports hernia and other issues. 

“For him to persevere like this, that’s really what it’s all about,” Pat said. “I’m really proud of 

him. You’re a competitor, you want your team to win. Obviously, you’re a dad, and you want 

your son to be successful.” 

Friday night’s scene was reminiscent of a game during the Reds’ final homestand of last season 

when Reds left-hander Luke Farrell started against Boston while his father, John, was managing 

the Red Sox. It was the first time a major league player appeared in a game against his manager 

father since Moises Alou of the Cubs faced Felipe Alou’s Giants in 2004. 

“All of us who have children, to watch your kid play at an amateur level can be nerve-wracking, 

and to do it at a major league level is very special,” said Reds manager Jim Riggleman. “Great 

night for Pat, his son, his whole family. Casey’s done this before. He’s been up a couple times. 

He’s probably handling it better than Pat.” 

Pat was named interim Reds bench coach among several Reds coaching changes in mid-April 

when Riggleman took over for Bryan Price. Whether Pat sheds the interim tag after this season 

remains to be seen as the Reds mull their next move for manager, but nothing can take away 

what the Kelly family experienced on Friday. 

“I enjoyed watching him pitch,” Pat said. “I knew he was fighting out there a little bit command-

wise, considering he pitched on Wednesday. I think Bochy got him out of there at the right 

time.” 

 

 

 

The Athletic 

Rosenthal: Dusty Baker opens up on the Nats, his career, racism, the state of the game and 

the ‘smell of collusion’ 

Ken Rosenthal 

 

I miss Dusty Baker. Not as much as the Washington Nationals seem to miss him, but quite a bit. 

Baker, 69, was a teammate of Hank Aaron’s. He managed Barry Bonds and Bryce Harper. He 

spent nearly a half-century in baseball, offering perspective others lacked, at times 

transcending the sport. 

The Nationals declined to retain him after last season, leaving Baker with a career managerial 

record of 1,863-1,636 — a .532 winning percentage. He went to the postseason nine times with 

four different clubs, and also managed a 103-win team in his first season with the San Francisco 
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Giants that failed to make the playoffs. He was also quite accomplished as a player, hitting 242 

homers and producing a .779 OPS over 19 seasons without ever going on the disabled list. 

Often when issues arise in the game, I wonder, “What would Dusty think?” In early July, a 

number of such issues had surfaced, including the plight of the Nationals, who were struggling 

under first-year manager Dave Martinez. I contacted Baker seeking an interview, telling him I 

would fly from the east coast to visit him at home in Sacramento, if necessary. We finally met 

Wednesday in Annapolis, Md., where Baker was staying while visiting the Giants’ Double A 

Richmond affiliate as it played a series against the Baltimore Orioles’ club in Bowie. 

“What was it you wanted to fly all the way west to talk about?” Baker asked. 

What follows is a transcript of the one-hour, 15-minute interview, edited slightly for length and 

clarity. 

 

ON BAKER’S NEW LIFE 

Baker, the Giants’ manager from 1993 to 2002, rejoined the team as a special advisor in March 

after director of baseball operations Brian Sabean assured him he could still watch his son, 

Darren — a second baseman entering his sophomore year at Cal — play this summer in the 

Cape Cod League. 

I go to games once a month in San Francisco, one series a month in Sacramento, which is where 

their Triple A team is. Then I visit each affiliate one time. Now I’m seeing (Double A) Richmond 

play because it didn’t work out to go to Richmond, so I came here. I go from here to Asheville, 

N.C., to watch our (Class A) Augusta team. That, on top of watching my son play in Cape Cod. 

I’m in the wine business (as the owner of Baker Family Wines). I’m a grape grower. I’m way 

busy. My wife says I have three or four jobs. My solar-energy business (Baker Energy Team) is 

growing big-time. I put it on the back burner and it hurt my business to come back into 

baseball. I was out of baseball twice (for one year after the Cubs fired him following the 2006 

season, and two years out after the Reds fired him after the ‘13 campaign). No offers, no 

nothing. I was like, “Hey, I’m going to live my life. I can’t sit around waiting for baseball.” I tried 

other things. 

People say, “Why don’t you just go ahead and retire?” No. There are other things I want out of 

life, other things I want to leave my family. I love Vancouver. I’d like to get a place in Vancouver. 

I’ve got some property in Hawaii I haven’t built on yet. I’ve got a condo in San Francisco. People 

say, “You’ve made enough money.” But who are you to tell me I’ve made enough money? 



18 

 

I figured out that the times I was out (of the game), I was at the top of the salary scale. You 

figure, I lost $10 million to $12 million, with no supplemental income. This is the first time a 

position was made for me. Most guys when they get out of the game, especially white guys, 

they come up with, “Assistant to this or that.” Then you’ve got supplemental income. You might 

not be making what you were making before. But you’ve got something. 

Every once in a while, it gets a little tough, because you miss the competition. You don’t miss 

pre- and post-game at all. What you miss are the guys and the competition of playing. I’ve been 

competing forever, my whole life. Now I’m competing in a different world, which is kind of fun. 

But it’s not as scrupulous as sports is, not nearly as honest. If I thought there was some B.S. in 

baseball, there is some big B.S. out in the business world. 

 

ON MANAGING 

Rosenthal: Would you like to manage again? 

I don’t know. I was thinking: Every team I inherited was a bottom-dwelling team, except 

Washington. Most of the time you’re not going to inherit a first-division team. You’re going to 

get a losing team. 

I don’t know how much time I have to bring another team back, or if I have the desire to do so. I 

look at my situation on a small scale kind of like Barack Obama’s. He wouldn’t have gotten 

nominated for president unless we were in a bad way. We were in a terrible, terrible way. It’s 

the same way in baseball. Most minorities inherited bad teams. 

Dave Roberts inherited a great team. I inherited a good team with D.C. Cito Gaston inherited a 

good team in Toronto. Other than that, all the teams I had, all the teams Don Baylor had, all the 

teams Hal McRae had, all the teams Lloyd McClendon had, you look at all the minority guys 

who have been hired, it’s always a bad team that you’ve got to bring back. And then, when you 

bring ’em back, if you don’t bring ’em back all the way, you’re construed as a loser, not a 

winner. I refuse to let anybody tell me I’m anything but a winner. I’ve been at it my whole life. 

In a perfect world, where I wrote the script, I would have managed this year and next year and I 

would have been done. My son would have been in his junior year in college. I figured we’d 

have won a couple of times. I’d have been satisfied and it would have been time to hit it. I really 

liked Washington a lot. Washington was like San Francisco, but with even a grander scale of 

education and probably even diversity. 

I wasn’t that crazy about Chicago. I was at first, but they turned on me big-time. 
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Fans turned on you? Ownership? 

Both. That’s when the Tribune Company was in trouble. I figured out later, they didn’t give us 

any help my last two years. We had like a Triple A team out there especially with DLee (Derrek 

Lee) hurt and Aramis Ramírez hurt. I was like, “Man, it’s my fault?” My wife didn’t want me to 

go anywhere by myself. I got some death threats. I got some hate mail, some racial mail. The 

FBI was sitting in my office one day, Hate Crimes division. I was like, “Man, it’s time to go.” 

In Cincinnati, no matter what I did or what we did — we brought them from the bottom — they 

were all over me, all the time, no matter what. If we won, it wasn’t winning the right way. They 

were like, “I don’t understand this mode of thinking.” Well, I don’t want you to understand my 

mode of thinking. That’s how I can beat you. 

To me, it’s easier to manage now because they’ve taken the personalities away from different 

managers. I knew managing against Tony La Russa what he might do or might not do, but I 

wasn’t sure. Managing against Jim Leyland, I wasn’t sure. Bucky Showalter. Was he going to try 

something crazy? Now, you’re managing more against the computer. I’m thinking, “OK, what 

would the computer do?” I can make you make moves that you might not know I’m helping you 

make by what I do. 

Because you know what they’re thinking? 

Correct. 

One of the worst tips I got was when I first got into managing. A guy who was a good friend of 

mine told me, “If you’ve got a left-hander warming up in the ’pen, and you’ve got a left-handed 

hitter at the plate, even if the left-hander can’t get left-handed hitters out, bring him anyway 

because you won’t be second-guessed.” I said, “Man, I can’t do that.” I put myself in position to 

be second-guessed because I think that’s the right move. I’m not worrying about you second-

guessing me. 

I always remembered that: You do what you think is right. 

Does it bother you, the trend toward guys with no experience getting these managing jobs? 

No. Doesn’t bother me at all. I was one of those guys. I had only managed in the Arizona Fall 

League (before taking over the Giants in 1993). It doesn’t bother me when they don’t have 

managerial experience. It bothers me a little bit, the guys who have no coaching experience. To 

me, coaching is what kind of sets you up for managing. 

The coaching experience is valuable. It doesn’t happen in basketball or football. Damn near all 

these guys were assistant coaches or something along the way. That’s why I see the role of 

manager has been devalued. Baseball got all these old guys out at the same time. Bruce Bochy 

and Mike Scioscia are about the last old dudes out there. Leyland, Torre, Bobby Cox — I don’t 
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think Bobby was ready to retire — they all got out at the same time. Tony La Russa. But they all 

got good jobs someplace in baseball. 

There has always been a certain racial discrimination. It’s going to be there. It’s getting better in 

some ways, but worse in other ways. But now you’re seeing the lines of separation between 

haves and have-nots getting wider. There’s also — which I’m a victim of — age and salary 

discrimination, big-time. I was talking to Jim Leyland the other day at Barry’s thing (the Giants 

retired Barry Bonds’ number last Saturday). They’re not paying these guys (managers). General 

managers now are getting paid. 

They’re the rock stars. 

They sure are. Big-time. And there is intellectual discrimination. 

I’ve had kids ask me: “Where did you go to school?” Well, I went to the school of life. I think I’m 

pretty smart. I’m well-read. My mom, Christine, was an African-American history teacher. She 

made us read books. My mom was about education. 

Maybe you went to a state school. Maybe that’s all your parents could afford. You’ve got to put 

in the other work, but sometimes somebody else has the connections. Fourth-generation 

Cornell or whatever. I know ’em. They’re friends of mine, too. I’m not jealous of ’em. I’m trying 

to get my son to get in that first generation, and his son, and his kids. 

Everything doesn’t just come out of a computer. With some things, the eyes of those who know 

can see things other people can’t see. 

 

ON THE STATE OF THE GAME 

Baker starts by talking about the “misconceptions” of him as a manager. 

“Dusty don’t believe in sabermetrics.” What are you talking about, man? I don’t believe in it 

100 percent. There ain’t no 100 percent of nothing. There are no absolutes. We were using it 

before it had a name. You’ve seen me study. What do you think, I was just writing something 

down? 

“Dusty don’t like walks.” I don’t like you going up there looking for a walk. There’s a difference. 

I remember Chili Davis when he was a rookie. He asked me a very puzzling question. I’ll never 

forget this. “How do you walk?” It kind of stumped me. I told him, “Well, you walk by not 

swinging at a bad 1-0 pitch, a bad 3-1 pitch, a bad 1-1 pitch, by not chasing something here or 

there, fouling off pitches so they can’t repeat it, that’s how you walk.” And a walk is valuable, to 
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put the pitcher in the stretch, especially if you can run. And sometimes I’d rather walk you, if 

you get on base and can’t go first to third, can’t score from first on a double. 

We see that in some of these hitters. 

Every day! The game is getting so slow. And it’s not exciting. What happened to the triple? 

Scoring from first on a double or a long single, running 3-2. I think the game is going to come 

back. 

It has to come back . . . 

It’s been killing me to go to these minor-league games. I’m seeing bad baseball. I see bad 

baserunning, no bunting when they need to bunt. An excessive amount of pop-ups. Strikeouts. 

Almost a no-hitter every day until the sixth inning. No first-to-thirds. It’s terrible. 

I went to a minor-league game and saw this one team taking batting practice. I bet if they had 

100 balls, 50 of ’em ended up near home plate. They were all hitting the top of the cage. This 

one guy hit the top of the cage like five times and this one coach goes, “Good BP.” What? Good 

BP? That’s the worst BP I’ve ever seen in my life! 

This one kid came up and introduced himself to me. He was on the other team. The kid is about 

5-foot-9, 150 pounds. I said, “When are you going to play?” And the coach says, “When he hits 

the ball out of the ballpark in batting practice.” 

That’s not what he should be doing. 

Thank you! But that’s the mindset. I saw the best hitters in the world. Ted Williams has to be 

turning over in his grave. 

 

ON THE NATIONALS 

The Nationals won 95 and 97 games in Baker’s two seasons as manager, only to be eliminated 

each year in the decisive fifth game of the Division Series. This season, under Martinez, the team 

is 61-61, eight games out in the NL East and 6 1/2 out in the race for the second wild card. 

You follow the Nationals? 

I follow ’em every day. 

What has happened? 

I don’t know. I’m not there. I can’t straighten ’em out. They’re a great bunch of guys. They’re a 
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different bunch, but they’re a great bunch of guys. 

Why are they different? 

(Baker paused for almost 10 seconds before answering) 

They’re together, but they’re separate. 

I learned all my stuff from my dad (the late Johnnie B. Baker Sr.). My dad was Bobby Bonds’ 

Little League coach. I grew up with Bobby, watching my dad. I was the oldest of five. I was in 

the Marines. I was the captain of every team I was on, whether I wanted to be or not. I didn’t 

want to lead. I just wanted to blend in. 

I see some guys trying to lead, but I don’t know if they lead in the right manner sometimes. 

With the Nationals? 

That’s what I see from the outside. I haven’t talked to anybody. I haven’t talked to any coaches. 

I’ve got some guys who text me, “Hey, Bake, we miss you.” I don’t want to open… this was the 

toughest wound for me to close. 

The toughest because you were so close to possibly winning a World Series? 

Baker nods, then begins talking about the controversial passed ball that occurred in Game 5 of 

last year’s Division Series against the Chicago Cubs. 

The Cubs’ Javier Báez would have been the third out after swinging at strike three from 

Nationals right-hander Max Scherzer, but the ball eluded catcher Matt Wieters, allowing Báez to 

reach first and continue the inning. Wieters argued that Báez struck him with a backswing, and 

should have been called out. The Cubs, who already had scored twice that inning to take a 5-4 

lead, went on to add two more runs and ultimately won, 9-8. 

Joe Torre, MLB’s chief baseball officer, admitted two weeks later that crew chief Jerry Layne and 

his fellow umpires got the call wrong. 

I was listening to (Reds broadcaster) Thom Brennaman the other day saying no one knew the 

rule. Nobody knows all the rules. I don’t give a s— who you think you are. The umpires didn’t 

know the rules. Then when I asked Wieters, I don’t think he knew the rule. I said, “Hey man, did 

he touch you with the bat? Did he hit you with the bat?” And he tells me, “Barely.” Barely! That 

ain’t the answer I was looking for. You’re supposed to be checking the mask! 

He was stunned about the whole play. Everybody was stunned. Then I heard Major League 

Baseball say we covered that in the meeting with the umpires. That’s what Joe (Torre) said. No, 

we did not. We did not. They covered their butt. They did not say we could ask for a rule 

clarification in the middle of the game. I did not know that one. Imagine how long that would 

have taken. They would have had to call, look it up. 
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Then the way it was handled, they couldn’t make a decision for two weeks. And that messed up 

my two-year plan. I’d have been ready (to retire) after next year anyway. I didn’t want any 

fanfare. I didn’t want nothing. I didn’t want no going-away party. But at the same time, 50 years 

(in the game) and see you later? 

Given that, do you feel any vindication considering what has happened to the Nationals? 

I try not to. I try hard not to. My dad used to always tell me, “If you feel vindication, then you’re 

feeling it against the same guys you were in the foxhole with.” You’re not pulling for the front 

office. But it’s hard to pull against them without pulling against the players. You try to be 

neutral in the situation and not give a s—, but you do. Does that make sense? 

Bryce Harper struggled for two-plus months. He didn’t struggle for two-plus months when 

you had him… 

I know. 

I just wonder, when you look at something like that, do you feel like, Damn? 

I see what I see. And I see more than most. Pitching, hitting, baserunning, defense — I’ve been 

around the best. I was one of the best for a few years there, but I’ve been around the best. 

You’ve got Barry, you’ve got Jeff Kent, Ellis Burks, DLee, Aramis, Sosa, Joey Votto, Ken Griffey Jr. 

at the end. I played with Hank. I saw Willie (Mays). I was fortunate enough to see all these guys 

play. 

There are times I saw different things in Bryce. I would try to tell (Nationals GM Mike) Rizzo, 

who knew him from the beginning. And he would say, “He’s always done that.” And I would 

say, “No, he hasn’t.” I would say things, whether Harper took it to heart or not. 

Say things to Bryce? 

Yeah. I would take it to Bryce, or take it to (Rick) Schu, try to go through the batting coach. But 

there were a lot of things in the two years I was there. We’d have these meetings upstairs. 

You’d be surprised how ownership wanted to release this guy or send this guy to the minors. I 

was like, “No, man. No! You’re going to tear up my team!” 

There are certain guys you need around there for the psychological part with some of the other 

guys. Just because you’re talented, that doesn’t mean you’re strong physically and spiritually. 

Sometimes the leaders aren’t who you think the leaders are. Just because you have the most 

ability, that doesn’t mean you have any leadership qualities. That just means we’re depending 

upon you when it comes time to do the physical work. But the leader is this little weak guy over 

here who is really propping you up. 

I remember a long time ago when I first got to the Giants, I was trying to figure out who the 

leaders of the team were going to be. That’s why I never appointed a captain. The way I look at 
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it, leaders are anointed, not appointed. (As a player) I might not agree with who the manager 

thinks the leader is. I might not want to follow that guy. 

There is a question with leadership on that team. There has been for some time. Who is the 

leader of that team? 

Jayson Werth. That’s who they miss. 

Jayson said to me, “They miss me and Dusty.” He told me that a few weeks ago. 

I believe that. He ain’t lying. He is not lying. And he’s one of the guys they wanted to get rid of. I 

told him that. I said, “Come here, man, I’m going to tell you something I ain’t supposed to tell 

you. You better pick your s— up. Because they’re going to get rid of you.” And he did. 

He said, “What, with all the money I’m making?” (Werth earned $21 million last season, his last 

with the club). I said, “They don’t give a s—, they have to pay you anyway.” Players think that’s 

a safety jacket, a bullet-proof vest? “Here, man. Go home.” 

 

ON LABOR RELATIONS 

Baker began talking about labor relations unprompted after I asked him if he was surprised the 

Nationals were open to trading Harper at the non-waiver deadline. He said such a move would 

have hurt attendance, then recalled when work stoppages were common in baseball. 

I was in every strike there was. After every strike there was a down period (for revenues), and 

then it shot back up. I learned a lot at a very young age. My first year in the big leagues, that 

was the first strike — ’72. That was my rookie year. Everyone thought the fans weren’t going to 

come back, and they did — eventually. Everyone thought the game was going to go broke. We 

were told the game’s going broke, some team is going to go bankrupt someday if you guys keep 

asking for all this money. But there hasn’t been a strike or work stoppage in 23 years. That’s 

how healthy the game is. 

There might be one coming. 

You think so? 

I don’t know. I don’t think the players have it in ’em. 

The toughest year for me was ’94. That was the epitome of being (caught in the middle). We 

were in the players’ union for our pension and medical benefits. But we were paid by the 

owners, so therefore we were told, “If you keep supporting the union, you won’t have a union 
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to support.” That was tough. And then there were the scabs, and we had to train ’em — that 

was awful. The whole time I’ve been in the game, that was the worst time I ever spent in 

baseball. That’s the most unhappy I’ve ever been. 

The first strike (in ’72), Hank Aaron had to loan us some money to make it. (In ’81), we loaned 

Dave Stewart and Bobby Castillo and Bobby Welch some money in L.A. We were in St. Louis 

when that strike started. We had our own plane. They wouldn’t take us back home, so we had 

to catch our own flight. Some of the guys didn’t have the money. “Hey man, I don’t know how 

I’m going to get home.” And we would say, “It’s OK.” 

I don’t know if these guys are together like that. The $20 million guy, is he going to help the 

$500,000 guy or is he going to cross to get his $20 million? 

A lot of the players are pissed. 

Why? 

Because last off-season they thought… 

They were sold down the river? 

They felt the owners stuck it to them. 

I believe that. It smelled of collusion. 

We all understand it’s business… 

No, it smelled of collusion. I was a victim of the last one. 

That’s a strong word. Probably everyone is going to deny it. But when I see Lucas Duda out 

there. Brandon Phillips now, he just signed with Boston. There probably are still some out 

there, aren’t there? 

Mark Reynolds signed late. 

He hit 30 home runs (for the Colorado Rockies) last season. 

And he has had a good year for the Nationals. 

Hell yes. What did he sign for? 

I had to look it up. Reynolds signed a minor-league contract on April 17 with a salary of $1 

million in the majors. The Nationals promoted him on May 12, and he has batted .262 with 11 

homers and an .856 OPS in 168 plate appearances). 

Pitiful. One million. Wow. 

Some of these guys did miscalculate, I get it. 
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Not all of ’em. 

 

ON BARRY BONDS 

How was the ceremony for Bonds? 

It was pretty cool. Not all the guys showed, of course. Because Barry did some things, too. But it 

was good. It was good for him. He showed a different side of himself. He’s a lot more humble 

now. He’s always been personable when he wants to be. He’s smart as hell. Don’t you ever 

think Barry Bonds ain’t smart. And the only person he really was afraid of was his mom. 

I grew up with all of ’em. Barry’s grandmother — Bobby’s mother — baby-sat me so my mom 

could go back to school. I was over at Bobby Bonds’ house every day. Bobby was four years 

older than me. And I wanted to be Bobby Bonds. That’s why I played all four sports, including 

football. That’s why I went to the state track meet in long jump. Because I wanted to be like 

Bobby Bonds. Bobby was a better athlete. 

Than you, or Barry? 

Both of us. Bobby Bonds, they would say, “Don’t smoke.” He’d be in the bathroom smoking and 

then go run for five touchdowns. Bobby would throw a no-hitter and hit two home runs. I ain’t 

lying. Bobby could do whatever he wanted to do. But Bobby told me Barry was going to be 

better than him. I couldn’t believe it. But Bobby said Barry was more disciplined. Which he was. 

Barry worked his ass off. Barry wanted everyone to think he was just a natural. But Barry would 

get up after a night game at 8:30 or 9 in the morning, go hit someplace, then come to the 

stadium and sleep. You would think he wasn’t doing anything. He was out working his ass off. 

And he knew nutrition. Barry was the first guy who told me I was eating too much fruit — 

you’ve got to watch your sugar level. This sucker, he’s a bike rider now. He probably rides 50 

miles a day. He’s in great, great shape. 

You think he wants the Hall of Fame? 

Yeah. Definitely. Oh, heck yeah. Willie talked about it in his speech (Mays, Bonds’ godfather, 

said, “On behalf of all the people in San Francisco and all over the country, vote this guy in”). 

Everybody wants the Hall of Fame. I want the Hall of Fame. I don’t know if I’ll get it or not. All 

they can hold against me is that I don’t have a championship. But that does make you a Hall of 

Famer necessarily? I’d have been way over 2,000 wins if they hadn’t taken those (three) years 

away from me. 
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I’d be the first brother in there as a manager. The only reason I got this job is because of what 

Al Campanis said. (Campanis, a former Dodgers executive, said in 1987 that black players 

“lacked the necessities” to become managers and front-office executives, leading baseball to 

start recruiting former black players for such positions.) I know that. All of a sudden, after what 

Al said, they came and got me and Baylor and Hal McRae and Cito. Out of every negative, 

there’s a potential positive. 

 

ON RACISM 

I told Baker I wanted to ask him about some of the old, offensive tweets that recently surfaced 

from three current major leaguers — Milwaukee Brewers left-hander Josh Hader, Atlanta Braves 

lefty Sean Newcomb and one of Baker’s former players with the Nationals, shortstop Trea 

Turner. 

The tweets contained some combination of racist, sexist and homophobic remarks. 

If something like that had come out when you were manager, how would you have handled 

it? 

Well, I’d talk to ’em about it, find out why. What the circumstances were. How old were you at 

the time. Have you changed or is that really you? See, some of these guys, it’s really them. 

Baseball is just a microcosm of society. Some guys change, because they had never been 

around Latinos or blacks. 

A couple of players, I had to talk to ’em. “I know you’ve never had a black manager. I know 

you’ve never had a black principal. Your daddy probably never had a black boss, depending 

upon which part of the country or what line of work you’re in.” I even had to ask a couple of 

players that I played with, “Why are you so prejudiced?” A couple of ’em are my buddies now 

— big-time. They would say, “I was raised that way.” I’d say, “That’s fine. I bet you were. But 

now you’re old enough to make your own choice.” You hope some of these guys might have 

changed. I think more would have changed on the racial front than the gay front. 

Because they’re around black people, they’re around Latinos, they’re not around gay people? 

Like I said, it’s a microcosm of society. Guess what? There are some gay guys in baseball. They 

must be tortured inside (not revealing their sexual orientation), but they’re blessed with ability 

to play baseball. 

You know Trea. Is there a trust you think he lost with some of his teammates? 
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You don’t know (if someone is racist). I don’t think so (on Turner). I would like to think not. But 

you don’t know. 

I was the only black guy in high school, just me and my brother my last two years of high school, 

in the ’60s. There were some guys who shocked me. I thought they were cool until they got 

drunk or whatever and slipped. I’m past the point of being shocked. You don’t really know how 

people are. 

Which is true not just in baseball, but in the country as a whole. 

I’ve never seen more separation. But then, on the other hand, I’ve never seen blacks and whites 

and gays and lesbians kissing on Jumbotron before. All the mixed relationships on commercials, 

that gives me some hope that at least marketers are trying with young people. Every 

commercial almost has an interracial relationship, whether it’s a white guy and a black girl, 

some little kids running around. My daughter married a New Hampshire blue blood. My wife’s 

Filipino. My son is a Hapa. I spent a lot of time in Hawaii, and a Hapa in the Hawaiian culture is 

any kid that is mixed. Japanese and black. White and Chinese. It doesn’t matter. 

Baker then mentioned he was about to visit with an old and unlikely friend, someone he had 

met in 1968, his second year of pro ball. 

I got this country redneck dude coming to meet me. I knew him when I was 19 years old. He 

had just gotten back from Vietnam. Now he’s in bad health. He’s diabetic, lost a couple of toes. 

And he lives in Richmond. He would come up all the time when I was in Washington. 

His dad was a mortician. He’ll tell you his daddy was one of the original boys in the hood. He’s 

country as hell. But he’s so good-hearted. You would think he’s a straight redneck. Which he is. 

But there’s good everywhere. As much as there is bad, there’s good. A lot of times, how you 

speak and how you look is how you are. But sometimes, it’s not. 
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Giants walked off by Reds in 11
th

 for second straight loss 

Alex Pavlovic 

 

The first night at the Great American Ball Park in Cincinnati wasn’t what you would expect. The 

Giants and Reds took a 1-1 tie deep into the night in one of the league’s best hitters parks 

before Phillip Ervin took Ray Black deep in the 11th. 
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The Giants lost their second straight after a hot start to this trip. They are 2-2 on what they felt 

would be a trip that could get them back into the NL West race. Here’s what else you need to 

know from a disappointing night...  

—- The lineup did absolutely nothing against Anthony DeSclafini, who entered with a 4.46 ERA. 

He was finally knocked out in the eighth when the Giants put two on with two outs, but Buster 

Posey tapped out to short.  

—- The Giants couldn’t have asked for much more from Casey Kelly, an emergency starter after 

Dereck Rodriguez strained his hamstring. Two days after pitching the 12th in Los Angeles, Kelly 

gave up one run over 4 1/3 innings. He allowed nine hits — eight singles — but repeatedly 

wiggled out of trouble. It helped that he picked Billy Hamilton off. 

—- Kelly shared a cool moment with his dad, Pat, the bench coach for the Reds. The two made 

eye contact before the first pitch and saluted each other.  
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Why Dereck Rodriguez’s injury hits outside-looking-in Giants at worst time 

Alex Pavlovic 

 

SAN FRANCISCO — Your view of which side was to blame Tuesday night depends almost 

entirely on which side of the Giants-Dodgers rivalry you grew up on. That much was made clear 

over the past three days, both in the aftermath of the mini-brawl and when the punishments 

were handed down Thursday.  

At this point, it doesn’t really matter how much blame to place with either party. The only thing 

that matters for the Giants is that for the second consecutive year, they found themselves 

mixed up in a silly skirmish that cost them a player. This time around, the price is steeper for 

the team, both because of the player involved and the circumstances of the season.  

A year ago, Michael Morse’s career ended with a concussion suffered when Jeff Samardzija 

crashed into him seconds after Hunter Strickland threw at Bryce Harper. Morse was put on the 

DL and soon found himself retired, but with a .194 average on a terrible team, he wasn’t going 

to stick around much longer anyway. Morse admitted to USA Today earlier this year that he 

looks back on that stretch as “playing with house money.” 

This season’s injury will have a far greater impact, even though the hamstring strain Dereck 

Rodriguez suffered was announced as just a Grade 1. The timing couldn’t be worse for the 

Giants, who are on the fringes of the playoff race, sure, but are far from the 98-loss pace they 

were on when Morse went down last season. They still have hopes of making a run.  

The staff got together in Los Angeles and went away from manager Bruce Bochy’s tradition, 

using the off day to skip the fifth starter spot. That had Rodriguez lined up to face the Reds on 
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Friday night, with the hope that the Giants could build off the momentum from the Dodgers 

series. He was going to face the lowly Mets next week, too. Those were two very good 

opportunities for road wins.  

Instead, it’ll be Casey Kelly on Friday, and the Giants will piece it together from there. The 

rotation is weakened with the loss of a dominant rookie who was soaking up innings like an ace, 

and the repercussions surely will be felt in the bullpen at some point on this important road 

trip. 

The Giants have no margin for error this season, and they already have found themselves 

reeling from things like Madison Bumgarner being hit by a liner, Brandon Belt’s appendix acting 

up, Evan Longoria getting drilled by a pitch, Joe Panik spraining his thumb on a tag, and Mac 

Williamson suffering a concussion when he ran over a bullpen mound.  

There was blame to be placed Tuesday, but this also is another bad break. Rodriguez was the 

first from the dugout to reach the scrum, doing what players do dozens of times a year without 

injury, and he appeared fine as he hopped around the outside of the altercation. Two days 

later, the Giants admitted their latest beef with Yasiel Puig had come at a costly price. 

The Giants will hope Rodriguez can return on the next homestand, but this is a blow to his 

Rookie of the Year campaign and a big shot to a roster that now has just three healthy starters 

and really could have used two more Rodriguez starts over the next week. Chris Stratton is an 

option to return, and Ty Blach is available for spot-start duty. Tyler Beede is on the minor 

league DL, so you can cross him off. Perhaps Shaun Anderson is thrown into a playoff push. 

Management surely spent the flight to Cincinnati trying to figure all that out instead of enjoying 

a successful and dramatic series at Dodger Stadium that was highlighted by Tuesday's shoving 

match.  

An hour after the shoving had ended, catcher Nick Hundley said he hoped the incident would 

bring the team closer together.  

“This is a tight-knit group,” he said. “We’ll feed off that. What a great win.” 

The next night, the Giants lost in extra innings. They now have lost at least two starts from a 

player who was the best part of a season forever stuck around the .500 mark. 

It doesn’t really matter who is to blame at this point. The simple truth is that the Giants have 

been involved in several of these incidents the last five years, and they finally paid a steep on-

field price.  

 


