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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
1877-In a day of firsts, Reds pitcher Bobby Mitchell becomes the first left hander to start a game in major league history, the first 

shutout in Reds history occurs, beating Louisville, 1-0, and Lip Pike hits the first over-the-fence home run for the Reds 

MLB.COM 
 

Bailey's struggles continue as Reds drop finale 

Starter records 1,000th career strikeout; Peraza hits 10th home run 

By Mason Wittner MLB.com 

1:10 AM EDT 

 

PITTSBURGH -- Homer Bailey might one day look back on his performance against the Pirates at PNC Park on Wednesday and 

remember it as the night he became the 12th Reds pitcher in franchise history to reach 1,000 career strikeouts. 

 

For now, though, the veteran right-hander can't see past being on the hook for his seventh straight loss after allowing three earned 

runs over five innings in the Reds' 3-2 defeat. 

 

"It doesn't mean as much when you just lost your 14th game of the year," Bailey said of the milestone. 

 

The loss dropped Bailey to 1-14 on the season, and the Reds have lost in 19 of his 20 starts in 2018. Reds interim manager Jim 

Riggleman told reporters after Bailey's last start against the Cardinals that the right-hander was "pitching into some bad luck," and 

that misfortune carried over into Wednesday as four of the six hits he allowed yielded a hit probability below 50 percent, per 

Statcast™. 

 

"I thought we threw the ball pretty well," Bailey said. "It was one extra-base hit on a ball that a guy was really out in front of, but I 

don't think they hit a single ball that I would necessarily say they struck well. That's kind of it in a nutshell." 

 

Pittsburgh's lone extra-base hit off Bailey came in the second inning. Pitching with a lead, thanks to Jose Peraza's solo home run off 

Pirates right-hander Jameson Taillon in the opening frame, Bailey threw a 3-2 knuckle curve to Colin Moran. Moran drove it to 

right field for a double, scoring Corey Dickerson to tie the game at 1. 

 

Bailey's misfortune continued in the third inning when, with one out, he worked Starling Marte into an 0-2 count before 

surrendering a soft grounder for a single. In the next at-bat, Adam Frazier fell behind 0-2 before poking a ground-ball single to right 

field to put two on. The next two at-bats resulted in first-pitch RBI singles that gave the Pirates a 3-1 lead. 

 

"A couple plays we didn't make. A couple balls get in here and there. [Bailey] did a good job, really," Riggleman said. "Specifically 

to Marte, his slider was outstanding. He threw the ball fine. It's more of the same. A few runs, and it cost us. We're not scoring when 

he pitches, and it's contributing to a rough year for Homer." 

 

The Reds put themselves in position to score runs and lift Bailey off the hook in the fifth inning. Peraza and Joey Votto notched 

back-to-back one-out singles, and Eugenio Suarez was later hit by a pitch to load the bases with two outs. However, Scott Schebler 

struck out to keep the Reds' deficit at two runs. 

 

Trailing in the ninth inning, Cincinnati applied pressure to Pirates closer Felipe Vazquez. Curt Casali singled to lead off the inning 

and scored two pitches later on Dilson Herrera's RBI double. A pair of two-out walks drawn by Peraza and Votto loaded the bases 

once again, but Scooter Gennett grounded a ball back to Vazquez that resulted in a game-ending forceout. 

 

"We had the bases loaded [in the fifth inning]. They got out of that one," Riggleman said. "They had the one there late. Just coming 

up short. I'm satisfied with the effort we get. The guys play hard, they play with intensity, but we're not getting the results." 

 

SOUND SMART 

With his home run in the first inning, Peraza became the third shortstop in Reds franchise history with 10 home runs and 20 stolen 

bases in a season, per STATS LLC. He joins Dave Concepcion and Barry Larkin as the only Reds to accomplish the feat. 



 

 

Stats By STATS 

@StatsBySTATS 

 With his home run today, José Peraza becomes the 3rd shortstop in @Reds history with 10 home runs and 20 stolen bases. 

 

He joins Dave Conception in 1974 and Barry Larkin, who did it in seven different seasons.#RedsCountry 

 

8:25 PM - Sep 5, 2018 

 

 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 

After giving up four consecutive singles in the third inning, Bailey was backed up by his defense to escape the frame. Dickerson 

lined a ball directly to Gennett, who snagged it and fired back to first base to double off Francisco Cervelli and end the frame. 

 

UP NEXT 

Right-hander Luis Castillo will take the mound on Thursday as the Reds return to Great American Ball Park to open a four-game 

series with the Padres at 6:40 p.m. ET. Castillo is coming off one of his best performances of the season. He recorded a career-high 

11 strikeouts over 6 2/3 innings in a shutout win against the Cardinals on Saturday. Left-hander Eric Lauer will start for San Diego. 

 

 

Wednesday's top prospect performers 

By Mike Rosenbaum MLB.com @GoldenSombrero 

12:52 AM EDT 

 

Here's MLB Pipeline's roundup of the top prospect performances in the Minor Leagues on Wednesday. 

 

After authoring one of the better offensive campaigns during the Minor League regular season, Alex Kirilloff is carrying his team 

deep into the Florida State League playoffs. 

 

The Twins' No. 2 prospect (No. 30 overall) didn't make an out and recorded a career-high five hits as he powered Class A Advanced 

Fort Myers over Palm Beach, 3-1, and into the Florida State League finals. He finished 5-for-5 and also scored once in the victory. 

 

Kirilloff's perfect night at the dish comes one day after the 20-year-old outfielder connected on a solo homer as part of a 2-for-4 

performance in the series opener, also a 3-1 victory. What's more, the 2016 first-rounder's torrid start in the postseason follows a 

regular season in which he batted .348/.392/.578 with 71 extra-base hits (20 HR, 7 3B, 44 2B) and 101 RBIs in 130 games between 

two levels. 

 

Jose Miranda's (No. 29) two-run home run in the third inning started the scoring for the Miracle and ultimately proved the 

difference. The 20-year-old infielder finished 2-for-5 at the plate and drove in three runs during the two-game series. Overall, 

Miranda hit .264/.319/.417 with 16 home runs, 27 doubles and 82 RBIs in 131 games this season between Fort Myers and Class A 

Cedar Rapids. 

 

More top prospect performances from Wednesday: 

 

• No. 9 overall prospect Bo Bichette (Blue Jays' No. 2) and Cavan Biggio (No. 9) both doubled and combined for four RBIs as 

Double-A New Hampshire blanked Trenton, 8-0, in the first game of the Eastern League Eastern Division Series. Bichette led the 

way by going 2-for-5 with two RBIs, and Biggio plated a pair as part of a 1-for-3 performance. Right-hander T.J. Zeuch (No. 15) 

paced the Fisher Cats on the mound by tossing six scoreless innings in which he mixed eight hits with one walk and five strikeouts. 

He also induced eight ground-ball outs and threw 54 of 89 pitches for strikes. 

 

• No. 19 overall prospect Taylor Trammell (Reds' No. 3) posted his second consecutive two-hit, two-RBI performance as Class A 

Advanced Daytona beat Clearwater, 6-5, to even the best-of-three Florida State League semifinals at one game apiece. Trammell's 

second hit was a go-ahead two-run single in the second inning, and he also reached once via a walk to finish 2-for-3 with one run 

scored. Spending his entire age-20 season in the Florida State League, Trammell slashed .277/.375/.406 with 31 extra-base hits and 

25 steals in 110 games. 

 

• A 3-for-4, three-RBI game from No. 37 overall prospect Keibert Ruiz (Dodgers' No. 2) wasn't enough to keep Double-A Tulsa 

from falling to Arkansas, 5-4, in the Texas League semifinals. Ruiz tallied a pair of singles, including a run-scoring knock in the 

fifth inning, and then temporarily put Tulsa ahead with a two-run homer in the top of the ninth. It was the third straight three-hit 

game for the 20-year-old catcher, who slashed .268/.328/.401 with 12 homers in 101 games during the regular season. 

 



• No. 80 overall prospect Kyle Lewis (Mariners' No. 1) hit an opposite-field, two-run homer and later scored the game-winning run 

to help Double-A Arkansas defeat Tulsa, 5-4, in the opener of the Texas League semifinals. He scored two runs and also stole a base 

in the victory, finishing 2-for-4 at the plate. The 23-year-old outfielder was plagued by injuries yet again in 2018 but ultimately 

finished on a positive note, hitting .385 with two home runs over his final eight regular-season contests. 

 

• No. 93 overall prospect Shane Baz (Rays' No. 6) turned in his best start since joining the Rays from Pittsburgh as the PTBNL in 

the Deadline deal for Chris Archer. The 19-year-old right-hander worked a career-high 5 2/3 innings, allowing one earned run on 

four hits and one walk while striking out seven as Rookie-level Princeton fell to Elizabethton, 2-1, in the Appalachian League title 

game. 

 

• Rockies No. 11 prospect Tyler Nevin and Bret Boswell (No. 29) combined for three home runs and five RBIs in Class A 

Advanced Lancaster's 8-4 win against Rancho Cucamonga in the California League semis. Two of the homers were Boswell's, as he 

connected on a solo blast in the first -- going back-to-back with Nevin -- and added a two-run shot in the seventh to finish 2-for-4 

with three RBIs. Nevin's homer, a two-run shot, highlighted a 2-for-4 performance. 

 

• A big night at the plate by Royals No. 6 prospect Nick Pratto was the difference as Class A Lexington defeated Rome, 3-1, in the 

opening game of the South Atlantic League semifinals. He did a bit of everything in the victory, going 2-for-3 with a home run, two 

RBIs and two stolen bases. The 2017 first-rounder finished his first full season on a tear, hitting .415/.479/.744 with 15 extra-base 

hits and 19 RBIs over his final 21 games. 

 

Leading Lexington on the mound was Jackson Kowar (No. 4), the No. 33 overall pick in this year's Draft. The 21-year-old righty 

permitted one earned run on five hits over five innings in what was the longest outing of his career. He struck out five, did not issue 

a walk and threw 36 of 57 pitches for strikes en route to his first career win. After a shaky start to his pro debut, Kowar gave up just 

two earned runs over his final 17 frames (five starts) down the stretch. 

 

• Tigers No. 8 prospect Daz Cameron collected a team-high three hits and reached base in each of his four plate appearances as 

Triple-A Toledo downed Durham, 10-3, in the International League semifinals. Cameron's three hits were all singles, as the 21-

year-old outfielder finished 3-for-3 with a walk, two RBIs, two runs scored and a stolen base. The Tigers promoted Cameron to the 

Minors' highest level after he hit .272/.356/.418 with 47 extra-base hits and 22 steals in 111 games between Class A Advanced 

Lakeland and Double-A Erie. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Homer Bailey, Cincinnati Reds lose again, 3-2, as Pittsburgh Pirates complete 3-game sweep 

John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 10:07 p.m. ET Sept. 5, 2018 | Updated 11:06 p.m. ET Sept. 5, 2018 

 

PITTSBURGH – Wednesday’s start was like a lot of Homer Bailey’s starts this year: He wasn’t awful, but he wasn’t good enough 

to win. 

 

Bailey fell to 1-14 as the Pittsburgh Pirates completed the sweep of the Reds with a 3-2 victory before 9,560 at PNC Park. Bailey 

went five innings and allowed three runs on six hits. He walked one and struck out four.  

 

It was the 11th time Bailey has gone five innings or more and allowed three earned runs or fewer. He has taken the loss in seven 

straight starts.  

 

"He did a good job," Reds manager Jim Riggleman said. "He threw the ball fine. It's more of same – a few runs and it cost us. We're 

not scoring with him in the game. It's contributing to a rough year for Homer." 

 

Bailey isn't buying the hard-luck stuff.  

 

"The bottom line is winning and losing," Bailey said. "There you go." 

 

Bailey did record his 1,000 career strikeout. He’s the 12th Red to reach that milestone. He had been tied with Tom Browning at 997 

coming into the start.  

 

The others on the list: Jim Maloney (1,592), Mario Soto (1,449), Joe Nuxhall (1,289), Johnny Vander Meer (1,260), Jose Rijo 

(1,251), Bronson Arroyo (1,157) Aaron Harang (1,125), Johnny Cueto (1,115), Paul Derringer (1,062), Gary Nolan (1,035) and Jim 

O‘Toole (1,002). 

 



"It doesn't mean as much when you've just lost your 14th game of the year," Bailey said. "Maybe another day I'll look back on it and 

be a little more happy about it than I do now."  

 

Bailey has the fewest wins on anyone on the list with 67.  

 

The Pirates have won six straight and eight of nine against the Reds. The Reds scored a total of six runs in the series. 

 

There was a tense moment in Wednesday’s game. Pittsburgh starter Jameson Taillon hit Eugenio Suarez with a pitch in the fifth. 

Taillon is the same pitcher who hit Suarez April 8, fracturing his right thumb.  

 

Suarez slammed the bat down and took a few steps toward the mound on his way to first. But nothing happened. 

 

Reds reliever Lucas Sims hit Kevin Newman in the seventh but, again, nothing happened. Reliever Sal Romano hit Francisco 

Cervelli in the eighth, but, again, nothing happened. 

 

"None of it was intentional," Riggleman said. "They pitch Suarez inside, and it got him. He was upset because they hit him earlier in 

the year." 

 

Jose Peraza got the Reds the lead in the first with his 10th home run. He hit a 95-mph fastball out to left-center field. It just cleared 

the wall to left of the 410-foot mark.  

 

Bailey gave up the lead in the second. Corey Dickerson, a .385 career hitter against the Reds, singled with one out. An out later, 

Dickerson stole second with Colin Moran at the plate. The steal was all on Bailey. He failed to look over at first, giving Dickerson a 

running start.  

 

Bailey fell behind Moran 3-0, threw a strike, then hung a curveball that Moran hit into right for an RBI double.  

 

The Pirates added two more runs in the third. Starling Marte and Adam Frazier singled with one out. Gregory Polanco singled to 

score Marte. Bailey got ahead of all three 0-2 and could not put them away.  

 

Cervelli then singled to score Frazier and make it 3-1.  

 

"I thought we threw the ball pretty well," Bailey said. "One extra-base hit on a ball the guy was way out in front of.  There wasn't 

one ball that I'd say was struck well. That's kind of it in nutshell." 

 

The Reds showed late life.  

 

Scooter Gennett led off the eighth with a shot off the wall in dead center. But Marte made a strong throw. Gennett still beat it, but 

shortstop Kevin Newman kept the tag on, and second base umpire Ted Barrett ruled Gennett came off the bag. Riggleman argued 

that Newman forced Gennett off the bag – to no avail, of course. 

 

"(Barrett) said Scooter was off balance, so (Newman) was not pushing him off the base," Riggleman said. "It's unfortunate. The 

umpires do a great job.  We see plays where the guy has the base stolen and comes off the bases momentarily. It's the rule. I wish it 

wasn't."   

 

The Reds rallied in the ninth against closer Felipe Vazquez. Curt Casali led off with a single. Pinch-hitter Dilson Herrera doubled to 

get pinch-runner Blake Trahan in to make it 3-2. 

 

After pinch-hitter Phillip Ervin and Billy Hamilton struck out, Peraza and Joey Votto walked to the load the bases. Gennett 

grounded back to Vazquez to end it.   

 

"They made the pitches to get out of trouble," Rigglman said. "We're coming up short. I'm satisfied with the effort we get. They play 

hard. They play with intensity. But we're not getting results." 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds outfielder Schebler has had a what-might-have-been season because of injuries 

John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 6:38 p.m. ET Sept. 5, 2018 | Updated 8:46 p.m. ET Sept. 5, 2018 

 

PITTSBURGH, Pennsylvania – Cincinnati Reds right fielder Scott Schebler is having another solid season. 

 



But it falls under the what-might-have-been category. Schebler went into Wednesday’s game hitting .272/.351/.460 with 13 home 

runs and 40 RBI. 

 

But Schebler had been limited to 86 games by two stints on the disabled list. He was on from April 9 to April 20 after being hit by a 

pitch, and he was on from July 18 to Aug. 25 with a right shoulder injury as the result of colliding with a wall.  

 

“It’s hard to find your groove in the middle of the season when you take a month off,” Schebler said, “especially when it’s July and 

August. It’s been a frustrating year as far as that.” 

 

Schebler missed 16 days with a left shoulder injury last year, and still hit 30 home runs and drove in 67 runs.  

 

“I really hadn’t had to deal with injuries in the past,” he said. “To deal with them at the big league level is tougher. The whole 

groove of the season gets messed up. I have almost two full months of the season gone.” 

 

But ... 

 

“That’s the way I play the game,” he said. “I’m not going to change the way I play the game. I’m going to run into another wa ll at 

some point. It’s one of those deals. I played that way for my teammates.” 

 

The shoulder injury really affected Schebler’s throwing more than his hitting. His average is 39 points higher than last year, and 

he’s added 41 points to his on-base percentage. 

 

There are some lingering effects defensively. 

 

“There’s just a little something there,” Schebler said. “But that’s the way it’s going to be. You tear your body down so much. But at 

this point, everybody has something.  

 

“I still feel it, but it’s definitely manageable, and I can play through it.” 

 

He’s adjusted his game to compensate. 

 

“Defensively, I already didn’t have the strongest arm,” he said. “This has handicapped me a little more. I’m finding different ways 

to make up for it – get the ball faster, I’ve been having (second baseman Scooter Gennett) come out a little bit farther on my throws.  

 

“Other than that, it’s not too bad.” 

 

Schebler said the shoulder will not have to be repaired in the offseason. 

 

“Definitely not,” he said. “The AC joint with all the inflammation, it raised it up. It made it very hard to go overhead with my arm. 

Definitely, nothing surgery-wise. Once it goes away, it will be fine. It’ll go back to normal. They said no long-term effects. It’s one 

of those things that takes a long time for the inflammation to go down.”  

 

PLAN FOR NEW GUYS? Right-handers Matt Wisler and Lucas Sims, obtained in the Adam Duvall deal with Atlanta, are starters 

by trade. But they have been used as relievers since being called up when the roster expanded. 

 

“It could evolve that they could get a start,” Reds Interim Manager Jim Riggleman said. “Every one they get means someone else 

doesn’t. Right now, we don’t have starts set for those guys, 

 

“Sims has been stretched more. He’d be more likely to get a start.” 

 

SCOOTING ALONG: Gennett entered Wednesday with three home runs in his last two games. He was hitting .427 with five 

doubles, four homers and 15 RBI over his last 19 games. 

 

Gennett’s average was up to .322, best in the National League by seven points.  

 

“He’s putting up pretty similar numbers to what he put up last year,” Riggleman said. “It’s a pleasure to watch him go out there. 

He’s getting after it defensively. In the dugout, he’s high-energy. This guy’s a pleasure.” 

 

 

For Cincinnati Reds right-hander Michael Lorenzen, Wednesday was a perfect day to be in Pittsburgh 

John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 5:41 p.m. ET Sept. 5, 2018 



 

PITTSBURGH – The timing could not have been better for Reds right-hander Michael Lorenzen. 

 

The Reds happened to be in Pittsburgh on Roberto Clemente night.  

 

“It means everything to me,” he said. “It’s perfect timing.” 

 

He was born 20 years after Clemente’s death, but Lorenzen is a walking tribute to Clemente every day. 

 

“I wear 21 in honor of Roberto Clemente and how he played the game and what he stood for,” Lorenzen said.  

 

The Lorenzen-Clemente connection goes well beyond that. 

  

In 2015, Lorenzen went on a mission trip to Clemente’s native Puerto Rico with a group of big-league players. The Clemente family 

participated in the camps the players put on. Clemente’s widow, Vera, would host meals after the clinics.  

 

“We went around Puerto Rico and shared the gospel,” Lorenzen said. “I met the Clemente family. I was having lunch with the 

family in their house, and I thought, ‘man, I would love to wear 21 in honor of your family and what Roberto Clemente did.’ ” 

 

The problem was at the time Lorenzen was coming off his rookie year and wearing No. 50. Todd Frazier, an established player, was 

wearing 21.  

 

“He literally got traded like two weeks later,” Lorenzen said. “So I reached out to (Red equipment manager) Rick Stowe, and he let 

me wear 21.”  

 

Clemente’s story is probably not familiar to a lot of big leaguers in Lorenzen’s age group. But it is one of legend in the baseball. 

Clemente was the 1966 National League MVP, a four-time NL batting champ, a 12-time All-Star and 12-time Gold Glove winner. 

He was also one of the most charismatic players ever to play the game.  

 

He died in a plane crash while on a relief mission to aid earthquake victims in Nicaragua on New Year’s Eve in 1972. He had 

reached 3,000 hits in the final game of that year.  

 

Major League Baseball renamed the “Commissioner’s Award” the “Roberto Clemente Award” in 1973. Each club has a nominee 

for the overall award. Lorenzen was the Reds’ nominee in 2016. Tucker Barnhart is this year’s Reds’ nominee.  

 

The award recognizes a player who best represents the game of baseball through character, community involvement, philanthropy 

and positive contributions on and off the field. 

 

The Clemente family was in Pittsburgh for the celebration Wednesday.  

 

“I was hanging out with the family,” he said. “I got to see everyone and give everyone hugs and say hello.” 

 

Lorenzen was going to be on the field with the family for pregame ceremonies at PNC Park.  

 

I’ll be out there on the field with them around 6:30,” he said. “It’s really good timing.” 

 

Perfect timing, really. 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
 

Reds look to hone awe-inspiring power of batting practice beast Ibandel Isabel 

By C. Trent Rosecrans Sep 6, 2018     

 

DAYTONA, Fla. – Daytona Tortugas outfielder Courtney Hawkins refused to accept the label “bomb” after hitting a long homer in 

Tuesday’s game. 

 

Oh, no, he noted. Calling anything off his bat a bomb when he shares a field with Ibandel Isabel just didn’t seem right.  

 

“Have you seen his batting practice?” Hawkins asked. 

 

The answer, since Tuesday’s BP in Clearwater was rained out, was no. 



 

When Isabel’s batting practice was mentioned to Tyler Stephenson, the Reds’ first-round pick in the 2015 draft, the eyes of the 6-

foot-4, 220-pound catcher got wide. 

 

Taylor Trammell, one of the top prospects in baseball who hit a laser-beam homer to the opposite field in Tuesday’s game, just 

laughed at the mention of Isabel’s batting practice. 

 

So, the show Wednesday at Jackie Robinson Ballpark on Wednesday came well before the 7:05 p.m. first pitch. There was already a 

man with a glove in the parking lot beyond the left-field wall four hours before the game. The man would easily walk away with 

baseballs if Isabel was taking batting practice. 

 

Before he went 0-for-3 in the Tortugas’ 6-5 victory in Game 2 of the Florida State League North playoffs, Isabel put on the show. 

 

Isabel didn’t seem to take a particularly big cut in his final swing of batting practice. Still, the other Tortugas standing in the outfield 

just stood in center and watched the ball sail out of the park. 

 

Stephenson, who hit in the same group, turned around and said, “I was right, wasn’t I?” 

 

He was. 

 

The fact that the 23-year-old Isabel has power isn’t particularly new. Stephenson recalls seeming him for the first time earlier this 

year after he was traded to the Reds from the Dodgers. It would be more of a surprise if Isabel didn’t have power at 6-foot-4 and 

225 pounds. 

 

But there’s batting practice power and there’s game power. Isabel can put on a show in BP, but this year he did it in games, too, 

breaking a 68-year-old Florida State League record with 35 home runs. Add the one he hit for the Rancho Cucamonga Quakes 

before the trade and he had 36 total homers. 

 

That doesn’t happen – in fact, it never had – in the Florida State League. Most of the league’s stadiums double as spring training 

homes for big-league teams and have oppressive humidity that knocks balls down. 

 

Edward Levy hit 33 homers for Sanford in 1950, setting the record. Miami’s James Fuller tied in 1971. Not only did Isabel break 

that record on Aug. 28, the day after tying it, he added a second homer in the same game, giving him his final total for the season. 

 

Florida’s Braxton Davidson and Tampa’s Brandon Wagner tied for second with 20 home runs. Only seven players, including Isabel, 

had more than 15 home runs and just 23 players hit double-digit home runs in the league. 

 

“He’s made these ballparks look small. It’s amazing,” Tortugas manager Ricky Gutierrez said. “These are big-league stadiums 

we’re playing in beside ours and he made them look small. He’s hit balls where we haven’t seen them hit before.” 

 

The one that stands out to Stephenson is a ball Isabel hit in Jupiter that was estimated at 460 feet. And the right-handed hitting 

Isabel hit that one to right field. 

 

“I remember Taylor saying he couldn’t pull a ball that far, and this guy goes oppo,” Stephenson said. “It’s impressive.”  

 

The Reds knew he had power, General Manager Nick Krall said on Wednesday, so they took a chance on him. After the Reds 

designated right-hander Ariel Hernandez for assignment, the Dodgers claimed him and the team worked out a trade, giving Los 

Angeles Hernandez, while Isabel and right-hander Zach Neal went to the Reds. 

 

“That took me by surprise,” Isabel said. “I had to pack everything, take an Uber and take a flight here. It was a long travel (day).” 

 

He joined the Tortugas on April 19 and two days later he showed his teammates his power with his first homer. 

 

Through his first month-and-a-half, he had just six homers and was hitting .227/.306/.464 with Daytona. But from June 1 to the end 

of the regular season, he hit .269/.343/.602 with 29 homers. 

 

The Reds have tried to change his approach – to actually undo the increased launch angle approach the Dodgers preached to him. 

With his power, according to Baseball America, only Giancarlo Stanton and Aaron Judge had a greater average exit velocity than 

Isabel last season. The Reds believed the angle that he hit the ball wasn’t as important as him actually hitting the ball. 

 

“We were trying to make him more consistent and put the ball in play more and be able to be more successful with his average and 

make more contact instead of hitting more balls out,” Gutierrez said. “In the beginning, he struggled, but as you saw in the second 



half he started to catch on. He’s done a really good job and we’re proud of him and happy with the year he’s had. He’s a great kid, 

big teddy bear. The funny part about it, the sky’s the limit. There’s more in there. That’s how good he is.” 

 

Isabel struck out 152 times, second-most in the league (Davidson led the league with 213 strikeouts), so there’s plenty of work to be 

done to improve that. There’s also the question of his position. He started 59 games at DH for the Tortugas this year, 37 at first and 

eight in right field. 

 

“We’ve got to put him out there and hopefully next year we can put him at one position where he can play every day instead of 

sticking him at the DH role,” Gutierrez said. “He’s very athletic. In the infield, I saw real good hands, real soft hands. Good feet. I 

think he can play that position. I think he can settle into either position, either first base or outfield and play it every day.” 

 

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
 

Taillon pitches Pirates past Reds 3-2; Bailey falls to 1-14 

By JOHN PERROTTO 

Today 

  

PITTSBURGH (AP) — The way Jameson Taillon pitched was only part of his perfect night at the ballpark Wednesday. 

 

Taillon was announced as the Pittsburgh Pirates’ nominee for the Roberto Clemente Award, presented annually by Major League 

Baseball to a player “who shows extraordinary character, community involvement, philanthropy and positive contributions, both on 

and off the field.” 

 

Clemente spent his entire career with the Pirates from 1954-72 before dying in a plane crash while attempting to transport supplies 

from his native Puerto Rico to earthquake-stricken Nicaragua. Taillon met the Hall of Fame outfielder’s widow, Vera, and three 

children prior to the game. 

 

“It was the first time I ever had the opportunity to meet them and it was quite an honor, especially meeting the namesake of the man 

the award is named after,” Taillon said. “That was really special. Then to go out and win the game made things even more special.” 

 

The right-hander tossed five effective innings and helped send Homer Bailey to yet another loss as the Pirates beat the Cincinnati 

Reds 3-2 to sweep their three-game series. 

 

Taillon (12-9) allowed only one run as he scattered eight hits and walked none while striking out six. He is 5-2 with a 2.56 ERA in 

his last eight starts. 

 

Bailey (1-14) lost his ninth straight decision, and the Reds are 1-19 in his starts this season after he gave up three runs in five 

innings. 

 

Cincinnati put multiple runners on base during four of Taillon’s five innings but managed only one run when Jose Peraza homered 

in the first. Down 3-1, the Reds left the bases loaded in the fifth when Taillon struck out Scott Schebler to end the inning on his 

100th and final pitch. 

 

“I had to regroup and get Schebler,” Taillon said. “If I don’t, it ruins the whole night.” 

 

“It was a lot of grit, will and making pitches when he had to,” Pirates manager Clint Hurdle said. 

 

Felipe Vazquez survived a shaky ninth inning, allowing Dilson Herrera’s pinch-hit RBI double with none out, before earning his 

30th save. After Herrera made it 3-2, Vazquez struck out Philip Ervin and Billy Hamilton, then walked Peraza and Joey Votto 

before getting NL batting leader Scooter Gennett to hit a game-ending comebacker. 

 

“He’s done that before,” Hurdle said. “It seems like when the situation arrives where there’s complications, he shows how collected 

he is.” 

 

Bailey’s lone win this year came May 12 at Dodger Stadium. 

 

“The bottom line is winning and losing,” he said when asked how he felt about his outing. 

 

Gregory Polanco and Francisco Cervelli hit back-to-back RBI singles with one out in the third to snap a 1-all tie. Colin Moran drew 

Pittsburgh even an inning earlier with a run-scoring double. 

 



Peraza, Schebler, Votto and Mason Williams each had two hits for the Reds, who outhit Pittsburgh 11-6. 

 

The Pirates lead the season series 12-4 and sent the Reds to their 11th loss in 14 games. 

 

“They made the pitches to get out of trouble,” Cincinnati interim manager Jim Riggleman said. “We had the bases loaded, they got 

out of that one. They got out of the one there late. Just coming up short.” 

 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

 

Pirates: RHP Chad Kuhl (strained right forearm) had a 30-pitch bullpen, throwing all fastballs, and the team is hopeful he will be 

able to pitch in either a major league game before the end of the season or in the fall instructional league. Kuhl has been out since 

June 27. 

 

A GRAND FOR BAILEY 

 

Bailey, a 12-year veteran, recorded his 1,000th career strikeout in the fourth when he got Taillon swinging to end the inning. Bailey 

threw the first of two career no-hitters at Pittsburgh in 2012. 

 

HELLO, KRAMER 

 

Pirates INF Kevin Kramer made his major league debut in the seventh inning, flying out as a pinch-hitter. He was called up from 

Triple-A Indianapolis on Tuesday. SS Kevin Newman was on first base at the time, which surely delighted fans of the TV comedy 

series “Seinfeld.” 

 

BELL SITS AGAIN 

 

Pittsburgh 1B Josh Bell was on the bench for a second straight night. He is hitless in 13 at-bats over his last four games. 

 

UP NEXT 

 

Reds: RHP Luis Castillo (8-11, 4.83 ERA) will pitch Thursday night against San Diego LHP Eric Lauer (5-7, 5.01) in opener of a 

four-game series at Cincinnati. 

 

Pirates: RHP Chris Archer (4-7, 4.56) starts Friday night against RHP Dan Straily (5-6, 4.13) and the visiting Marlins to begin a 

three-game series. 

 

Transactions 
 

09/05/18  

Kansas City Royals designated LHP Eric Stout for assignment. 

Oakland Athletics sent RHP Andrew Triggs on a rehab assignment to Stockton Ports. 

Los Angeles Angels recalled RHP Deck McGuire from Salt Lake Bees. 

St. Louis Cardinals activated 2B Kolten Wong from the 10-day disabled list. 

Oakland Athletics sent LHP Danny Coulombe outright to Nashville Sounds. 

Toronto Blue Jays recalled David Paulino from Buffalo Bisons. 

Chicago White Sox sent RHP Nate Jones on a rehab assignment to Winston-Salem Dash. 

Cleveland Indians sent 3B Josh Donaldson on a rehab assignment to Akron RubberDucks. 

Kansas City Royals claimed RHP Ben Lively off waivers from Philadelphia Phillies. 

Baltimore Orioles released RF Craig Gentry. 

Baltimore Orioles recalled 2B Steve Wilkerson from Norfolk Tides. 

Seattle Mariners sent RHP Rob Whalen outright to Tacoma Rainiers. 

Atlanta Braves sent RHP Arodys Vizcaino on a rehab assignment to Rome Braves. 

Atlanta Braves sent RHP Jose Ramirez on a rehab assignment to Rome Braves. 

Los Angeles Dodgers released LHP Adam Liberatore. 

  

 


