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Padres roster review: Colin 
Rea 
Jeff Sanders  

Sizing up the Padres’ 40-man roster, from A to Z, heading into the 2018 season. 

COLIN REA 

• Position: Right-handed pitcher 
• 2018 Opening Day age: 27 
• Bats/throws: R/R 
• Height/weight: 6-foot-5 / 225 pounds 
• Acquired: 12th round in 2011 (Indiana State) 
• Contract status: Earned $545,800 in 2017; will not be arbitration-eligible until 2019 at 

the earliest 
• Key stats: Did not pitch (injured) 

STAT TO NOTE 

• 94.7 – The average velocity of Rea’s sinker in March 2016, the fastest of his career 
according to brooksbaseball.net. The pitch’s average velocity dropped by more than a 
mile per hour in April and ticked downward until it dropped to 90.5 in his last start on 
July 30, 2016, for the Marlins. 

TRENDING 

• Down – Rea’s star was on the way up as he started 2016 as the No. 4 prospect in the 
organization according to both MLB.com and ESPN.com. He’d posted a 1.95 ERA over 
the previous minor league season – fifth-best of any minor league with at least 100 
innings – collected his first two wins as a call-up and entered camp throwing harder than 
ever. He even flirted with a no-hitter in his seventh start of the season, an eight-inning 
gem that serves as Rea’s longest big league start to date. Rea’s season went off the rails 
after that. He posted a 5.35 ERA over his next 13 starts, including a 3 1/3-inning Marlins 
debut that was cut short due to the significant tear in the ulnar collateral ligament in his 
right elbow. Days earlier, the Padres had sent Rea to Miami in the Andrew 
Cashner/Josh Naylor deal only to have his elbow injury – as well as concerns about 
the Padres’ properly sharing medical records – lead the two sides to rework the trade. 
RHP Luis Castillo remained in the Marlins’ farm system and Rea was returned to the 
Padres, who allowed Rea to initially pursue a platelet-rich plasma injection over elbow 
surgery. Rea ultimately elected elbow reconstruction in November and missed all of 2017, 
the likeliest of outcomes even if he’s undergone surgery in August. In parts of three 
seasons in the majors, Rea is 7-7 with a 4.69 ERA, 106 strikeouts and a 1.39 WHIP in 134 
1/3 innings. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/colin-rea-PESPTF00624-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/miami-marlins-ORSPT000174-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sdut-padres-rea-no-hitter-bid-ended-by-mets-2016may05-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sdut-padres-reacquire-colin-rea-from-marlins-castillo-2016aug01-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luis-castillo-%28baseball%29-PESPT001168-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sdut-padres-colin-rea-prp-injection-forgo-tommy-john-2016aug17-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-colin-rea-tommy-john-surgery-20161111-story.html
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2018 OUTLOOK 

• The Padres have discussed the idea of carrying six starting pitchers at times in the season, 
which would benefit the likes of Rea and fellow Tommy John rehabber Robbie Erlin as 
they make their way back in 2018. Clayton Richard, Luis Perdomo and Dinelson 
Lamet are heavy favorites to land a spot in the rotation. Beyond that trio, Rea is on equal 
footing with a number of options – from Erlin and Matt Strahm to newcomer Bryan 
Mitchell to minor league signees Tyson Rossand Chris Young – who’ll compete for 
the final two or three spots, likely until the day camp breaks. 

PADRES POWER RANKINGS 
(Currently 40 players on 40-man roster) 

1. Wil Myers 
2. Brad Hand 
3. Manuel Margot 
4. Austin Hedges 
5. Chase Headley 
6. Freddy Galvis 
7. Jose Pirela 
8. Dinelson Lamet 
9. Luis Perdomo 
10. Bryan Mitchell 
11. Carlos Asuaje 
12. Franchy Cordero 
13. Travis Jankowski 
14. Alex Dickerson 
15. Carter Capps 
16. Colin Rea 
17. Robbie Erlin 
18. Kyle McGrath 
19. Walker Lockett 
20. Colten Brewer 
21. Buddy Baumann 
22. Jose Castillo 
23. Phil Maton 
24. Jordan Lyles 
25. Javier Guerra 
26. Rocky Gale 
27. Miguel Diaz 
28. Allen Cordoba 

Traded away: Jabari Blash 

 

  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-mailbag-eric-hosmer-sweepstakes-update-20180103-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/robbie-erlin-PESPT0015223-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luis-perdomo-PESPT0015468-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyson-ross-PESPT000010386-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chris-young-%28baseball-pitcher%29-PESPT000010511-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-wil-myers-20180107-story.html#nt=oft12aH-1gp2
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-brad-hand-20171222-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-manuel-margot-20180102-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-austin-hedges-20171226-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-chase-headley-20171225-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-freddy-galvis-20171219-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jose-pirela-20180110-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-dinelson-lamet-20171228-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-luis-perdomo-20180109-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-bryan-mitchell-20180105-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-carlos-asuaje-20171203-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-franchy-cordero-20171213-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-travis-jankowski-20171227-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-alex-dickerosn-20171215-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-carter-capps-20171208-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-robbie-erlin-20171218-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-kyle-mcgrath-20180104-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-walker-lockett-20171229-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-colten-brewer-20171207-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-buddy-baumann-20171205-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jose-castillo-20171211-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-phil-maton-20180103-story.html#nt=oft03a-2la1
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jordan-lyles-20180101-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-javier-guerra-20171221-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-rocky-gale-20171219-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-miguel-diaz-20171214-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-allen-cordoba-20171211-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jabari-blash-20171206-story.html
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Timing right for FanGraphs' 
Cameron to join Padres 
Dennis Lin  

In the years after he received life-altering news, Dave Cameron heard from a few major league 
teams offering opportunities to watch the game from a different perspective. The idea intrigued 
a writer who was helping revolutionize baseball analysis in the public arena. The timing was not 
ideal. 

Cameron had been diagnosed with acute myeloid leukemia, an aggressive form of cancer, in 
2011. Doctors originally projected a 30 percent chance of survival. Cameron’s odds of recurrence 
remained high following rounds of chemotherapy. 

Cameron, now six years in remission, would beat the odds. And in 2018, the timing has aligned. 

The longtime managing editor of FanGraphs, the industry leader in analytical statistics and 
commentary, on Wednesday announced he had accepted a position with the Padres. Cameron 
will start next week as a senior analyst in the organization’s research and development 
department. He will communicate with the various levels of baseball operations, bringing an 
outsider’s view while gaining knowledge of a franchise’s inner workings. 

“There’s a lot of stuff that from a public perspective we don’t have access to,” Cameron said in an 
interview with the Union-Tribune. “There’s a lot of guys with the Padres that see the game in a 
different way and have a lot to add that I don’t see. I’m really excited to learn from guys like A.J. 
(Preller) and Logan White and their scouts.” 

Preller initially called to gauge Cameron’s interest. Cameron met with the general manager and 
manager Andy Green at the winter meetings last month in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. They struck an 
agreement they believe to be mutually beneficial. Cameron will split time between San Diego 
and Oregon, where he moved in 2016 with his wife and young son. 

“It certainly made me place a higher value on time,” the Seattle native said of his diagnosis in 
2011. “A lot of people in baseball operations work a lot of hours, and I’m certainly going to work 
more than I did with FanGraphs. The Padres were really great about making sure I have quality 
of life and that I’ll also work really hard.” 

Cameron is a newcomer to a department that should expand in the coming years. He will work 
with, among others, Preller, assistant general manager Josh Stein, the major league coaching 
staff, farm director Sam Geaney and Don Tricker, who was recently hired as director of player 
health and performance. Cameron has been impressed by Green, one of the game’s youngest and 
more progressive managers. 

Brian McBurney, the Padres’ former director of research and development, left the organization 
Dec. 1 to pursue other opportunities. More hires are anticipated. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-dennis-lin-staff.html#nt=byline
https://www.fangraphs.com/blogs/the-one-i-never-thought-i-would-write/
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“I think they were a little underrated in terms of what they had done,” Cameron said of the 
Padres’ statistical analysis program. “There was already a foundation with guys like Josh Stein 
and Brian McBurney who’d done a lot of good work. 

“We’ve got a general idea of the areas in R&D we want to touch — not just me, but all of the guys. 
Our goal is to have a team of people to make sure we have good data-driven decisions at all 
levels.” 

In recent years, clubs have begun to hire more people with varying backgrounds. Cameron, who 
played high school baseball before earning an economics degree from UNC-Greensboro, 
emerged as one of the online community’s prominent voices over the last decade. He previously 
wrote for Baseball Prospectus, ESPN, Fox Sports and The Wall Street Journal. In 2010, he went 
from a freelancer to FanGraphs’ first full-time employee. 

Cameron’s writings have been critical of the Padres, among many other teams. He figures to 
lend interesting opinions to an organization that has courted first baseman Eric 
Hosmerthroughout the offseason. Hosmer is this winter’s most polarizing free agent, with 
analysts conflicted over his true value. The Padres recently offered him a seven-year, nine-figure 
contract, which would represent an unprecedented commitment. 

“I think one of the things that really appeals to me about A.J. is he didn’t mind that I’ve 
disagreed with him before,” Cameron said. “That made me realize he’s not looking for a yes-man 
or someone to agree with him on everything. I really craved that atmosphere. … That doesn’t 
mean I was right about those things (Cameron wrote). It doesn’t mean I was wrong.” 

One thing both sides can agree on is the franchise’s direction. 

“There are waves and waves of talent in this organization,” Cameron said. “I certainly am excited 
about what this team could be sooner than later.” 

Rondon to White Sox 
The Padres traded infielder Jose Rondon to the Chicago White Sox for cash considerations. 
Rondon was designated for assignment Saturday, when the Padres signed relievers Craig 
Stammen and Kazuhisa Makita. 

Rondon surfaced with the Padres in 2016, logging three hits in eight games, but that is the 
extent of his major league experience. The 23-year-old hit .293 with seven home runs between 
Double-A and Triple-A last season. He appeared primarily at shortstop and second base. 

Another different perspective 
Tricker comes to the Padres from New Zealand, where he spent seven years as high performance 
manager for the All Blacks, the renowned national rugby team. His new role is described as “all-
encompassing,” and he will help oversee the Padres’ athletic training and strength and 
conditioning. Tricker will work closely with an analytics team that now includes Cameron. 

A former player and coach for the New Zealand men’s softball team, Tricker had performed 
some consultancy work for the Padres. Preller visited New Zealand in early 2017 to study the 
country’s baseball potential and methods behind the All Blacks’ success. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/education/colleges-universities/university-of-north-carolina-at-greensboro-OREDU0000547-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jose-rondon-PESPTF00625-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chicago-white-sox-ORSPT000167-topic.html
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Padres hire FanGraphs editor as senior analyst 
By Steve Gilbert MLB.com @SteveGilbertMLB 
Jan. 10th, 2018 
 

The Padres on Wednesday hired Dave Cameron as senior analyst -- research and 
development, as the organization continues to expand its reach in that department. 

Cameron, who is a much-respected figure in the analytics community, had been with 
FanGraphs since 2008 and served most recently as its managing editor. 

In a farewell column on Wednesday, Cameron explained his decision. 

"I definitely wasn't looking to leave FanGraphs," Cameron wrote. "This place was home. But 
when [Padres general manager] A.J. Preller called to gauge my interest in working for their 
organization, I was intrigued by the thought of a new challenge. When I met with [Padres 
manager] Andy Green, I was inspired to think about the possibilities of using analysis to help 
players improve on the field. And while I will always love FanGraphs and the people here, the 
opportunity to help continue to build a winning organization in San Diego was one I did not want 
to pass up." 

Green has embraced analytics in his time as both a Major League coach with the D-backs and 
his first two seasons as manager of the Padres. 

"I was familiar with his work as many in the industry were just from articles that I saw," Green 
said. "I always thought his insights were impressive, and we're excited to add him to the 
organization." 

Cameron's addition follows a trend of big league teams hiring people from websites that provide 
a look at the analytics side of baseball. 

The World Series champion Astros as well as the Cubs have hired people from backgrounds 
like Cameron's to be a part of their baseball operations departments. The Red Sox were early 
pioneers when they hired Bill James, widely regarded as the founder of modern day analytics, in 
2002. 

"There are things you can only learn about baseball working on that side of the fence," Cameron 
wrote. "While an outsider's perspective can be helpful in keeping a big picture view of the game, 
there is so much information being collected and analyzed by Major League organizations that 
just won't make its way into the public realm. For me, this feels like the right time to make that 
jump, to go see things from another perspective, and to learn about the parts of baseball that we 
don't get out here." 

 

  

https://www.twitter.com/SteveGilbertMLB


  

 7 

Infielder Rondon dealt to White Sox 
By Oliver Macklin MLB.com @basebollie 
Jan. 10th, 2018 
 

The White Sox acquired infielder Jose Rondon from the Padres in exchange for cash 
considerations, the club announced Wednesday. 

Rondon batted .293/.343/.433 with four home runs and 28 RBIs in 51 games for Double-A San 
Antonio last season before hitting .282/.330/.412 with one homer and 14 RBIs in 22 games for 
Triple-A El Paso. 

San Diego designated the 23-year-old for assignment on Saturday. 

The 6-foot-1, 195-pound Rondon is a career .290/.340/.395 hitter over seven Minor League 
seasons. He was a Texas League All-Star in 2016 and played eight games at the Major League 
level that year. He also represented the World Team at the 2014 All-Star Futures Game.  

The White Sox 40-man roster is now full. 

 

  

https://www.twitter.com/basebollie
http://m.mlb.com/player/602922/jose-rondon
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Padres Fanfest: Lots of love 
for the fans 
Lisa Deaderick  

For baseball fans who love going out to the ballgame, the San Diego Padres FanFest is for you. 
Get autographs from your favorite players, attend question-and-answer sessions, take part in 
interactive activities, attend the annual Padres Foundation garage sale, and bring the kids for 
special activities. Tickets are complimentary and fans can get up to eight tickets (which are 
digital and can be acquired through the MLB.com Ballpark app). Fans with Padres’ season 
tickets can get into the festival an hour early. 

San Diego Padres FanFest: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday. Petco Park, 100 Park Blvd., San 
Diego. Free (must have ticket). mlb.com/padres/fans/fanfest/. 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-lisa-deaderick-staff.html#nt=byline

