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Gibson's 8 strong frames lead 7th win in 8 games 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | July 12, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- Kyle Gibson is quietly having a breakout season, and the Twins right-hander turned in another strong outing to outpitch Rays 
ace Blake Snell in a 5-1 win on Thursday night at Target Field. Minnesota improved to 7-1 on its current homestand, which leads into the All-Star 
break. 
 
After a two-hour rain delay, Gibson allowed one run over eight innings, scattering five hits and striking out nine to improve to 4-6 with a 3.42 
ERA. Gibson's record isn't indicative of his season as he's been hurt by poor run support, and it's clear his stuff and command are much improved 
with his 114 strikeouts in 115 2/3 innings. It was the first time Gibson went eight innings since Sept. 13, 2016. 
 
"He's just getting so many more swings and misses with his offspeed pitches," Twins manager Paul Molitor said of Gibson, who registered 16 
swinging strikes. "I thought early, it wasn't great as far as command, but he kept throwing it, and it seemed like he settled in with his offspeed 
stuff, especially through the middle innings." 
 
Gibson could be a candidate to be moved before the non-waiver Trade Deadline, given his consistency dating back to the second half of last year, 
as he's posted a 3.47 ERA with 183 strikeouts in 183 1/3 innings over his last 30 starts, dating back to Aug. 1, 2017. He doesn't become a free 
agent until after next season, which improves his trade value, but much of the decision depends on if the Twins can continue their recent surge to 
avoid being sellers -- they're 7 1/2 games back of the Indians in the American League Central -- and whether they feel like they can get the right 
package, considering he can be a major part of the rotation next year. 
 
"Our job, just like last year, is to make the decisions tough on the front office," Gibson said. "We want to get them to give us as much time as 
possible to get a lead in the division. I feel like coming out of the All-Star break, we have a really good chance to be one or two games back and 
really make those decisions tough on them." 
 
Gibson faced only a few jams, including in the first inning, when he allowed a pair of two-out singles before getting a strikeout to end the frame. 
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He also pitched around leadoff doubles in the fourth and seventh. He didn't give up a run until the eighth, on a sacrifice fly from Kevin Kiermaier 
after Adeiny Hechavarria opened with a double. 
 
Snell, who entered with a 2.09 ERA that was the second-best mark in the AL, struggled, allowing three runs on five hits and three walks over 
three innings in his shortest outing of the season. 
 
Snell's command was off as he loaded the bases with one out in the first after back-to-back walks, but he got out of the inning unscathed. But in 
the second, he issued a leadoff walk to Max Kepler, who later came around to score on a double-play grounder from Bobby Wilson. 
 
The Twins scored two runs in the third on back-to-back RBI doubles from Robbie Grossman and Jorge Polanco. Brian Dozier started the rally 
with a single, reached second on a wild pitch and was attempting to steal third when he scored on Grossman's double down the right-field line. 
 
"Even in the first inning, we missed an opportunity, but we got him up near 30 pitches right out of the gate, and we kind of kept the pressure on 
him," Molitor said. "A double-play ball by Bobby. Robbie kind of squeezed one inside the right-field line there. Got a little lucky there. Polanco 
had the big hit." 
 
Minnesota broke it open with a two-run homer from Eddie Rosario, who came in fourth in the balloting for the Camping World MLB All-Star 
Final Vote in the AL and remains a possible All-Star candidate as an injury replacement. It was the team-leading 19th homer of the year for 
Rosario, who connected on a 2-0 slider from former Twins prospect Chih-Wei Hu. 
 
"It still felt uneasy, even as well as Gibby was throwing -- that's why I thought Rosie's add-on home run was big." Molitor said. "As you see there 
the last couple innings, you never have enough." 
 
MOMENT THAT MATTERED 
Rodney saves it: Rosario's home run proved to be valuable with Ryan Pressly loading the bases with one out in the ninth, leading closer Fernando 
Rodney to come in to get out of the jam. Rodney took a comebacker off his forearm, but he got out of the inning unscathed for his 21st save of the 
season. 
 
"I didn't think we'd have to go to Rodney, but he did a nice job of getting those last two guys," Molitor said. "And he's going to have a little bruise 
on his left forearm to show for it." 
 
SOUND SMART 
Gibson's 114 strikeouts before the All-Star break are tied for 15th most in Twins history. The club record is 151 by Hall of Famer Bert Blyleven in 
1973. The Twins have three players with at least 100 strikeouts before this year's All-Star break, as Gibson joins Jose Berrios (122) and Jake 
Odorizzi (102). It's only the second time in club history, as Dave Boswell (119), Dean Chance (115) and Jim Kaat (101) did it in 1967. 
 
"I don't know if there's too many differences from last year to this year," said Gibson, who had a 6.31 ERA with 51 strikeouts in 81 1/3 innings in 
the first half last year. "That might sound crazy. Once I got sent down and called back up, I really just tried to work on fastball command in the 
zone, and I think that made a big difference." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"I think for halfway through 2016 and the first part of 2017, I lost sight of how good I could possibly be. When you struggle for 35, 40 starts in a 
row, it is pretty tough, and it wasn't just struggling. It was getting beat up every five days, and even my decent outings were giving up three or 
four runs. That can do a lot mentally and kind of make you second guess who you could be and second guess who you are on the mound. I just 
lost sight of who I could be. And when I got called up, I got a little confidence back and figured out a few things here and there with my fastball 
and was able to get on a pretty good streak." -- Gibson, on his increased confidence this season 
 
UP NEXT 
Odorizzi (4-6, 4.28 ERA) is set to take the mound against his former team in the second game of the series against the Rays on Friday at 7:10 p.m. 
CT. After a rough stretch when he posted a 8.77 ERA over six starts, Odorizzi has turned it around with a 1.06 ERA over his last three outings. 
The Rays will start right-hander Nathan Eovaldi (3-3, 3.35). 
 
Morrison (hip) goes on DL, expects quick return 
Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | July 12, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- The Twins placed designated hitter Logan Morrison on the 10-day disabled list with a left hip impingement and reinstated 
infielder Ehire Adrianza from the DL to take Morrison's place on the roster before Thursday's series opener against the Rays. 
 
Morrison said it's a minor injury that he's been dealing with, and now was the perfect time to rest it and get treatment with the All-Star break 
coming up. Morrison is eligible to return on July 22, so he could miss as few as six games with the injury. 
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"I expect to be back in 10 days," Morrison said. "Pretty minor, just aggravation of kind of a chronic thing that has been going on. A little rest, 
some medicine, should be fine." 
 
Morrison, who signed a one-year, $6.5 million deal during Spring Training, has struggled offensively this season, hitting .193/.287/.367 with 11 
homers, 13 doubles and 31 RBIs in 80 games. But Morrison didn't use his injury as a reason for his scuffles, although he did note it led to other 
injury issues, such as back tightness, that kept him out of the starting lineup for three games in June. 
 
"I think the hip itself has been manageable," Morrison said. "It's kind of having to miss some games because my back has gone out, things like 
that. Hip is kind of influencing it. Just to be able to get some rest, get some of the inflammation out of there, hopefully that takes care of the 
aching and whatever little other stuff I have going on in the hip. And then if that moves correctly, then my back will be fine." 
 
Twins manager Paul Molitor said it's common for hip injuries such as Morrison's to affect other areas, so it made sense to shut him down in the 
short-term. Morrison also received a cortisone shot to help the healing process. 
 
"Maybe subconsciously you're kind of compensating for it, and the next thing you know, your back's a little sore and your groin gets tight and 
some of those type of things," Molitor said. "But he's been managing it fairly well. I don't think it's in the excuse category at all for him, but we've 
been talking about this for a while." 
 
No timetable for Buxton, Sano 
• Molitor said center fielder Byron Buxton and third baseman Miguel Sano are both making progress in the Minor Leagues, but there is not a 
target date for either to return. Buxton hit .239/.311/.388 with two homers and six RBIs in his first 17 games with Triple-A Rochester, beginning 
his rehab assignment there before being optioned on July 2. Sano hit a three-run homer for Class A Advanced Fort Myers on Wednesday and was 
batting .321/.406/.446 with two homers and 10 RBIs through 16 games. 
 
"I still have confidence those guys are going to be really good Major League players," Molitor said. "So I've tried to stay away from guessing or 
speculating on when that might occur. I just know that long-term faith is still very strong." 
 
Sano, who is also working on his conditioning at the club's Spring Training complex, could move up to Triple-A Rochester before he's recalled, so 
he can face better pitching. 
 
"He's probably going to need some better competition, other than high A ball," Molitor said. "Once he starts playing a little bit more regularly and 
he's at a place where he can go out and do his job on a day-to-day basis, we'll get him up there against some better pitching at some point." 
 
How the AL Central is looking as Deadline nears 
Jordan Bastian | MLB.com | July 12, 2018 
 
The Indians have yet to play their best baseball this season, but they still boast a comfortable lead atop the American League Central. That puts 
Cleveland in an interesting situation as the club's decision-makers weigh how to approach the trade market in the next few weeks. 
 
While the other four teams in the AL Central are in various states of rebuilding or development -- the Twins' hopes of contending keep growing 
dimmer -- the Indians will need to ponder their roster with October in mind. The Tribe knows first-hand how critical relief help is for the playoffs 
(see: Andrew Miller in 2016), but the club is also looking to bolster its lineup. 
 
"There's a lot of talk about [Manny] Machado," said one American League scout. "And it makes sense in terms of their batting-order depth. I'm 
not sure it makes much sense position-wise, unless they move [Jason] Kipnis again to the outfield." 
 
Yes, the Indians have been linked to Machado, the Orioles' superstar shortstop. Machado, however, can be a free agent at the end of this season, 
and Cleveland's modus operandi does not typically involve trading top prospects for a rental. Machado also prefers to play short, and the Tribe has 
arguably the best all-around shortstop in the game in Francisco Lindor. 
 
Machado only fits in Cleveland if Jose Ramirez moves from third base to second and Kipnis either moves to the outfield from second or is traded. 
That is all speculation for now, while the clock continues to tick toward the July 31 non-waiver Trade Deadline. 
 
Here is a glance at how the AL Central's landscape looks as trade talks keep gathering steam: 
 
TWINS 
Deadline approach: The Twins hoped to be contending for a Wild Card spot at the very least, but it's becoming more unrealistic with each passing 
week. Brian Dozier's name has started to pop up in rumors. 
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Scout's take: "I think management there is ready to be aggressive and shake things up. They misread the situation there and thought they were a 
contender when the season started, but that was based on kind of a fluky year. Dozier is a good player that could help someone. I don't know if 
he's a fit with a contender in the American League. Maybe they can move [Fernando] Rodney, but he's been everywhere and I'm not sure he's 
reliable enough to take a chance." 
 
Kyle Gibson brilliant over eight innings as Twins hold off Rays 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | July 13, 2018 
 
Tampa Bay lefthander Blake Snell is considered one of the biggest omissions from the AL All-Star team. 
 
And Thursday night, he was snubbed by the Kyle Gibson-led Twins. 
 
The Twins took advantage of an erratic Snell to run up his pitch count before running him from the game after just three innings, his shortest 
outing of the season. 
 
Meanwhile, Gibson finished his pre-All Star break in style, pitching eight innings for the first time in 51 starts. Eddie Rosario — who could argue 
that he deserves a spot in the Midsummer Classic — belted a two-run homer. And the Twins survived an anxious ninth inning for a 5-1 victory in 
a game that ended at midnight following a two-hour rain delay. 
 
Gibson relied on his fastball early before mixing in his sider and curveball later. It enabled him to avoid trouble for the most part and slide into the 
eighth inning working on a four-hit shutout. 
 
Adeiny Hechevarria led off the eighth with a double and eventually scored on a sacrifice fly to end the shutout bid, but Gibson went eight innings 
for the first time since he threw eight innings in a victory over Detroit on Sept. 13, 2016. 
 
The Twins still had to survive the ninth, when Ryan Pressly put the first two batters on and loaded the bases with one out. Fernando Rodney was 
summoned and retired the final two batters, the first on a line drive comebacker from Joey Wendle that the 41-year-old was able to knock down 
and record a forceout at plate. Rodney then struck out Matt Duffy for his 21st save of the season. 
 
Gibson gave up one run on five hits while striking nine to improve to 4-6, winning back-to-back starts for the first time this season. He was a mess 
a year ago, serving two stints in the minors. This season, he enters the All-Star break with a 3.42 ERA. 
 
"Hopefully he pitches as well in the second half and gets a lot more wins to show for it," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "What’s he at, four 
now? We just keep putting him out there." 
 
The Twins continued their successful homestand, with their seventh victory in eight games, by winning the rain-delayed opener of their final 
series before the All-Star break. 
 
Gibson went out to center field to get loose a little after 7 p.m. in anticipation of a 7:50 start, but then headed for the clubhouse as more storms 
pushed back that first pitch. 
 
"I probably just had to add to the caffeine and keep the body loose," Gibson said. "I was borderline getting back in the hot tub at 8:20 or so 
because we hadn't heard anything." 
 
It's not clear what Snell, who entered the game 12-4 with a 2.09 ERA, did during the delay. But he came out misfiring from the start, and the 
Twins were happy to see that — and work on his pitch count. 
 
Snell threw 30 pitches in the first inning alone. The Twins had the bases loaded with one out, but Jorge Polanco struck out and Willians Astudillo 
grounded back to the pitcher to end the inning. 
 
Max Kepler drew a leadoff walk in the second, Snell's third walk at that point, and eventually scored during a double play grounder to give the 
Twins the lead. Snell threw 50 pitches over the first two innings. 
 
Brian Dozier reached on a one-out single in the third and advanced to second on a wild pitch. With the count 2-2, Dozier took off of third, trying 
to take advantage of Snell's long stride out of the stretch. Robbie Grossman, protecting the plate, swung at a pitch above the strike zone and 
queued a grounder down the right field line, just past C.J. Cron at first base for a double. Dozier scored to make it 2-0. 
 
"Was able to sneak it through the shift," Grossman said. 
 
Polanco lined the next pitch into the left field corner for another run-scoring double, giving the Twins a 3-0 lead. And just like that — after three 
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innings and 75 pitches — Snell was gone. He had pitched at least seven innings in each of his four previous starts, giving up a total of two earned 
runs. 
 
"That's how you beat good pitchers," Grossman said. "That guy should never get hit with the stuff he has. He's right up there with Chris Sale with 
his stuff and you have to make him throw a lot of pitches and get him out as soon as you can and see someone else." 
 
That someone else was former Twins farmhand Chih-Wei Hu, who pitched very well, going the final five innings for the Rays. He didn't give up a 
hit until the seventh inning, his fourth inning of work, when Joe Mauer blooped a single just inside the left field line. Rosario followed with his 
19th home run, giving the Twins a five-run lead. 
 
"We’ve just been coming out here and it has been nice to put together a little bit of a nice homestand to this point," Molitor said after the Twins 
got back to seven games below .500 for the first time since June 28. "We’re playing a good team here and we know that. We’ve got to try to finish 
it as strong as we can. Guys deserve the break. Hopefully we stay present here for the next three days." 
 
Byron Buxton has setback; Miguel Sano makes progress 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | July 13, 2018 
 
The Twins have been patient waiting for Byron Buxton and Miguel Sano to work their way back after both were demoted to the minors in the past 
month. 
 
Now they have to deal with another potential injury concern. Buxton, playing in his 18th game at Class AAA Rochester since being sent down to 
complete his rehab from a fractured left big toe — and to rediscover his swing — left Thursday’s game against Scranton/Wilkes-Barre because of 
a sore left wrist. 
 
Buxton was 0-for-1 in the game when he batted in the third inning. The center fielder fouled off two pitches, reacting as if something was wrong 
with his left hand after the second foul ball. 
 
He fouled off a 1-2 pitch and, apparently, was in pain. He tried to wave off a trainer who came onto the field, but he was taken out of the game. 
 
Twins manager Paul Molitor confirmed that Buxton will have an X-Ray and other tests Friday. 
  
"It is somewhat concerning," Molitor said. 
The Twins have been told by the Red Wings staff that the injury is minor. Still, it is potentially another setback for a player who has had a number 
of them this season. Buxton has been healthy for some time, but the Twins announced last week that they were leaving him at Rochester to refine 
his hitting approach. 
 
Buxton began Thursday with a .239 batting average but was hitting .300 over his previous seven games. 
 
Thursday was Rochester’s first game following the three-day International League All-Star break. Buxton elected to remain in western New York 
during the break and spent all three days at the ballpark, working on his swing with Red Wings hitting coach Chad Allen. 
 
Buxton had a hamate bone scare late last season before exams revealed he had only a bruised left hand. He missed an Aug. 31 game and was back 
in the lineup the next day. 
 
While Buxton has had his issues, Sano — who a year ago at this time was coming off a runner-up finish to Aaron Judge at the Home Run Derby 
and his first All-Star Game appearance — homered for Class A Fort Myers on Wednesday, went 1-for-2 with two walks Thursday and is batting 
.328 with two homers and 10 RBI in 17 games. 
 
He has been on a schedule during which he plays two games and then spends the third day focusing on conditioning and drills. Twins manager 
Paul Molitor said Sano is getting close to playing more frequently. 
 
“I don’t know how long the Fort Myers chapter will go on,” Molitor said before Thursday night’s series opener with Tampa Bay at Target Field 
was delayed two hours by rain. 
 
“We’ve mapped it out down the road, not only looking at what he’s doing in the gym but also how many games he’s going to be playing. 
Increasing the third base games, going with the DH games and some of those type of things.” 
 
Molitor said Sano will have to move up to Rochester and prove he can handle better competition before he would be called up to the Twins. 
 
“Once he starts playing a little bit more regularly and he’s at a place where he can go out and do his job on a day-to-day basis, we’ll get him up 
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there against some better pitching at some point,” Molitor said. 
 
On Joe Mauer, the all-time hit list, milestones and what might have been 
Michael Rand | Star Tribune | July 12, 2018 
 
Joe Mauer cruised past 2,000 hits earlier this year — a milestone we all might have assumed he would reach sooner, but an important marker all 
the same. He’s continued to creep up the all-time list, and a meandering Thursday afternoon (as well as remembering that reader Dave had 
prodded me on this track a couple weeks ago) led to some of these nuggets and thoughts: 
 
*Entering play Thursday, Mauer has 2,048 hits and is surrounded by some pretty interesting names. The player directly below him on the list, at 
2,043 hits, is former Twins catcher A.J. Pierzynski. 
 
The fates of both players are forever intertwined by the trade in the 2003 offseason that sent Pierzynski to the Giants (for a haul that included Joe 
Nathan and Francisco Liriano) to clear the way for the precocious Mauer. A.J. was an accomplished hitter at that point, leaving Minnesota with a 
.301 career average. The fact that both got to 2,000 hits and that it took until 2018 for Mauer to catch up to Pierzynski, who last played in 2016, 
both qualify as stunners. 
 
Mauer entered Thursday tied on the all-time list with Johnny Bench, the former Reds catcher and cinch Hall of Famer. 
 
Baseball Reference lists a Hall of Fame Monitor section, a creation of Bill James that assigns a numerical value based on accomplishments to a 
player’s Hall of Fame candidacy. Generally speaking, 130 as a batter means you’re a lock for the Hall. Bench finished his career at 214. Mauer is 
at 92. Pierzynski, interestingly enough, sits at 108. 
 
*Mauer entered play Thursday needing three hits to pass Adrian Gonzalez for 259th place on the all-time hit list. Gonzalez is still considered an 
active player even though he was released last month by the Mets, and when Mauer passes him he will move into ninth place on the active player 
hit list. 
 
*It’s hard to look at Mauer’s career, and particularly his hit total, and not wonder what might have been. Mauer’s peak stretch was probably 2008-
10, when he won two of his batting titles and an MVP award. In those three seasons, he averaged 178 hits — a good number, but not 
otherworldly. 
 
Had he been able to keep up that 178 hit pace from 2011-present, he would have more than 2,500 hits right now. We would almost certainly be 
talking about Mauer as a surefire Hall of Famer instead of a borderline (at best) candidate. 
 
Instead, he’s about 500 hits below that pace. Injuries (particularly concussions) played a major role. I would also argue that the increasing 
prevalence of shades and full-on shifts have cost Mauer dearly since 2014, the point in time that he (mostly, with the exception of 2017) has been 
around a .270 hitter instead of .323 (his career average through 2013). 
 
Smashes up the middle and soft liners down the left field line that reliably used to be hits seem to have turned into outs with great frequency as 
teams have adjusted to Mauer and he’s been unable to reliably counter by hitting the ball where they aren’t. 
 
Statistically speaking: In full seasons between 2005-13, Mauer never had a batting average on balls in play lower than .319 and four times had a 
BABIP that was .364 or higher. In the five years since (counting this year), it’s been below .319 three times and has never been higher than .349. 
 
*What would be interesting in Joe’s twilight years is this: After his eight-year, $184 million deal ends after this season, he manages to play a few 
more years with the Twins at a deeply discounted rate, stringing together seasons of reasonably good health and production approaching what it 
was in 2017. 
 
If he could amass enough counting stats (like, say, 2,500 hits) to boost his historically good prime, maybe the Hall of Fame would call his name 
after all. 
 
Either way, he’s going to have a big statue at Target Field someday. 
 
Thursday's Twins-Tampa Bay game recap 
Staff Report | Star Tribune | July 13, 2018 
 
GAME RECAP 
 
IMPACT PLAYER 
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Kyle Gibson, Twins 
 
He pitched eight outstanding innings, giving up only one run on five hits to win for the second start in a row. 
 
BY THE NUMBERS 
 
3 Earned runs for Tampa Bay lefthander Blake Snell, or one more run than he had given up his past four starts. 
 
51 Starts since Gibson had pitched eight innings; he last did it in September 2016 at Detroit. 
 
19 Home runs for Eddie Rosario, who extended the Twins’ lead with a two-run shot in the seventh inning. 
 
ON DECK 
 
Jake Odorizzi faces his former team, going against Nathan Eovaldi, who took a perfect game into the seventh inning in his previous start. 
 
Logan Morrison's All-Star break begins early with trip to disabled list 
La Velle E. Neal III | Star Tribune | July 13, 2018 
 
Logan Morrison’s All-Star break will start four days early. 
 
The Twins first baseman and designated hitter, bothered in recent weeks by soreness in his left hip, has been placed on the 10-day disabled list. 
His roster spot was taken by Ehire Adrianza, who has recovered from a hamstring injury that sidelined him 10 days ago. 
 
Morrison explained that he has had hip soreness in the past but has been able to manage it. This case is different. He missed the June 5 
doubleheader with the White Sox because of back soreness and said it has traced back to his hip issue. 
 
“I think the hip itself has been manageable,” he said. “It’s kind of having to miss some games because my back has gone out, things like that. Hip 
is kind of influencing it. 
 
“Just to be able to get some rest get some of the inflammation out of there, hopefully that takes care of the aching and whatever little other stuff I 
have going on in the hip and then if that moves correctly then my back will be fine.” 
 
Morrison, batting .193 with 11 home runs in his first season with the Twins — he hit his 11th home run in Wednesday’s 8-5 victory over Kansas 
City — has been diagnosed with a left hip impingement, though the injury is not believed to be serious. With MLB teams taking four days off 
next week for the All-Star break, it’s possible Morrison could miss only six games while recovering. 
 
Second baseman Brian Dozier said Morrison was starting to look dangerous at the plate. 
 
“In the last week or so he’s been lining out a bunch and look good in the box,” he said. “It stinks that he goes on the DL, but let’s get him right.” 
 
Morrison declined to answer how much the hip problem has affected him at the plate. 
 
“I don’t think it’s in the excuse category at all for him, but we’ve been talking about this for a while,” manager Paul Molitor said. “We got the 
direction from some of the physicians that this was probably a good time to take advantage, give him 10 days and let the injection go to work, 
which he received, and hopefully he’ll be ready to go on the 22nd when he’s eligible.” 
 
Adrianza began Thursday batting .261 in 64 games this year, mostly filling in at shortstop during Jorge Polanco’s steroids suspension. With 
Polanco back, Adrianza could return to his utility role that he filled in 70 games last year. Thursday, he started at third as Eduardo Escobar was 
given a break. 
 
Another rain delay 
 
Rain began falling at about 5:30 p.m. Thursday and turned into a downpour soon after that. The Twins internally announced a 7:50 restart as the 
rain subsided, only for the grounds crew to pull the tarp back on when rain returned. 
 
More steady rain delayed the game over another hour. An announcement was made to the fans that the game would start at 9:05 p.m., with the 
Twins seconds later announcing that it was pushed back to 9:10. 
 
The delay lasted exactly two hours. It was the third rain delay of the season at Target Field and the second longest. Four other games, including 
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three games with the White Sox in April, have been postponed this season. 
 
Etc. 
 
• The Rays on Thursday called up righthander Chih-Wei Hu from Class AAA Durham, and he came in to pitch in the fourth inning in relief of 
Blake Snell. The 24-year-old from Taiwan was signed by the Twins but traded to the Rays in 2015 for reliever Kevin Jepsen. 
 
• The Twins are looking at all options for a Sunday starter, including making it a reliever relay. Righthander Aaron Slegers, who is available out 
of the bullpen, could be an option for his third consecutive start if he doesn’t pitch over the next couple of days. 
 
Twins-Rays game in major delay, first pitch now scheduled for 9:10 p.m. 
La Velle E. Neal III | MLB.com | July 12, 2018 
 
Heavy rains starting at about 5:30 this evening have led to the Twins-Rays game being delayed.  The rain led to standing water in the outfield and 
on the warning track around the field. 
 
The rain has subsided, and the game will start at 7:50. 
 
The rain returned, leading to a longer delay. Now first pitch is set for 9:05. 
 
Now the Twins adjusted that to 9:10. 
 
   Logan Morrison’s All-Star break will start four days early. 
 
    The Twins’ first baseman and designated hitter, bothered in recent weeks by soreness in his left hip, has been placed on the 10-day disabled list. 
His roster spot will be taken by Ehire Adrianza, who has recovered from a hamstring injury that sidelined him 10 days ago. 
 
    Morrison, batting .193 with 11 home runs in his first season with the Twins, has been diagnosed with a left hip impingement, though the injury 
is not believed to be serious. With MLB teams taking four days off next week for the All-Star break, it's possible Morrison could miss only six 
games while recovering. 
 
    Adriana has batted .261 in 64 games this season, mostly filling in at shortstop during Jorge Polanco’s steroids suspension. With Polanco back, 
Adrianza could return to his utility role that he filled in 70 games last year. 
 
Check back here later for updates and lineups. 
 
Updates 
 
Morrison said his hip is a chronic issue that he's managed for some time, but it's bothering him more these days and affecting his back. So the 
decision was made to shut him down for 10 days. The doctors feel the timing is right, with the All-Star break approaching. 
 
I think it's odd, given that he hit a homer yesterday and has, lately, hit other balls hard that have been right at opponents. 
 
Twins manager Paul Molitor brought up the possibility of having a bullpen game on Sunday, in which he uses relievers. But if Aaron Slegers isn't 
used over the next few games, he would seem to be the best option. 
 
Ervin Santana will definitely make his next start at Class AA Rochester. But I'm getting the feeling that the rotation following the All-Star break 
will be: Jose Berrios, Kyle Gibson, Jake Odorizzi, Ervin Santana and Lance Lynn. 
 
The Rays sent down Willy Adames and called up righthander Chih-Wei Hu. Yes, the same Hu who was traded by the Twins to the Rays for 
Kevin Jepsen in 2015. 
 
Starting pitchers on the trade market: How do the Twins rank? 
Staff Report | Star Tribune | July 12, 2018 
 
Jon Heyman, the baseball writer currently working for fancredsports.com, has a list of 29 starting pitchers who he believes are on the trade market 
right now. 
 
Four of them are Twins. 
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Heyman wrote: "Some might suggest the starting pitching market is dreary bordering on dreadful. That might be true if an ace is the objective, but 
the market is at least filled by a long list of decent starters, some of whom have raised their value with strong performances in recent days." 
 
How does he see the Twins? Among the Twins, Heyman has Jake Odorizzi ranked 10th of the 29, the highest of the four. He writes that Odorizzi 
has "another year to go (before free agency) and is a solid, consistent starter. The Twins would seem likely to recover their outlay, and then a bit." 
He puts the chances of an Odorizzi trade at 20 percent. 
 
The others? 
 
Lance Lynn is No. 17 on the list: "He’s pitched much better lately after his late start to the year (except for one outing) and is a competitor. Free 
agent to be likely to go." Trade chances: 71 percent. 
 
Kyle Gibson is No. 19:  "His name is definitely out there, and there’s interest." Trade chances: 33 percent. 
 
Ervin Santana is No. 23: "It sounds now like he could be back soon after the All-Star break, though we’ve had a couple false starts along the way. 
If healthy, he could help someone." Trade chances: 42 percent. 
 
There are a couple of former Twins pitchers on the list, which is heavy with Mets, Rays and Orioles at the top. To see the ranking of all 29 
pitchers, and Heyman's odds on whether they'll get moved, go here. 
 
Gibson shines as Twins roll on with 5-1 victory over streaking Rays 
Brian Murphy | Star Tribune | July 13, 2018 
 
Torrential rains delayed Thursday night’s game at Target Field for two hours however Twins starter Kyle Gibson did not mind the wait. 
 
He considered jumping in the clubhouse hot tub at one point to stay loose after his initial bullpen warm-up was aborted by intermittent 
downpours. 
 
All the right-hander did was pitch longer than he has all season, vexing the red-hot Tampa Bay Rays for eight sterling innings in Minnesota’s 5-1 
victory.  
 
Gibson struck out nine for the second straight start and did not allow a run until his final frame to win consecutive outings for the first time in a 
strong but surprisingly unproductive 2018 season. 
 
“I have no idea what my first-pitch strikes were tonight but I felt like I was in two-strike counts a lot better,” said Gibson, who threw eight innings 
for the first time since Sept. 16, 2016 against Detroit. 
 
“You’ve got to be in counts where you can dictate what’s going on in the at bat to really expand the zone. Executing pitches that look like the 
slider and executing pitches that look like the chase pitches is important.” 
 
Kevin Kiermaier’s sacrifice fly with one out in the eighth spoiled Gibson’s shutout bid after Adeiny Hechavarria led off the inning with a double 
and moved to third on a groundout. 
 
Gibson (4-6) struck out Daniel Robertson to snuff Tampa Bay’s brief rally and punctuate a five-hit, walk-free performance. He went seven 
innings while striking out nine July 7 to defeat the Baltimore Orioles, giving him 19 strikeouts over his last two starts. 
 
“He’s just getting so many more swings and misses with his off-speed pitches,” said Twins manager Paul Molitor. “He made pitches and he didn’t 
put guys on base easily and he was strong enough to give him a chance to go back out there for the eighth inning.” 
 
Eddie Rosario’s two-run home run in the seventh, his 19th of the season, made it easier for Molitor to send Gibson back out for the eighth after he 
had thrown 102 pitches. 
 
Tampa Bay had won five straight games and 14 of its last 18 entering the four-game series at Minnesota. And the Rays had ace Blake Snell going 
in the opener. 
 
But it was the Twins who struck first and kept their foot on the accelerator, winning for the seventh time in eight games. They pulled to within 7 
1/2 games of Cleveland in the American League Central only a week after falling behind the Indians a season-high 12 games. 
 
Minnesota made quick work of Snell, who made his first start since being left off the American League all-star team despite leading the circuit 
with a 2.09 earned-run average when the selections were made. 
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He was 8-1 with a 1.27 ERA over his last 10 starts, but wildness following the delay doomed him. 
 
Snell walked three and threw two wild pitches in just three innings. He was finished after 75 pitches and a three-run deficit as the Twins pounced 
for an early lead. 
 
In the second, Bobby Wilson’s double-play grounder scored Max Kepler after he led off with a walk, moved to second on Ehire Adrianza’s single 
and advanced to third on a Snell wild pitch. Consecutive doubles by Robbie Grossman and Jorge Polanco scored two more for Minnesota in the 
third. 
 
“Snell, as good as he is, we made him work and kind of kept the pressure on him,” said Molitor. 
 
Meanwhile, the Twins improved to 7-1 on their current homestand and are 11-4 in their last 15 home games, with three remaining until the all-star 
break. 
 
“We’re playing a good team here, we know that,” said Molitor. “We’ve got to try to finish strong as we can. Guys deserve the break but hopefully 
we stay present here for the next three days.” 
 
Minor hip injury lands Twins’ Morrison on 10-day DL 
Brian Murphy | Pioneer Press | July 13, 2018 
 
Twins first baseman/designated hitter Logan Morrison expects to be back playing following the July 16-19 all-star break after being placed on the 
10-day disabled list Thursday with a left hip impingement. 
 
“Pretty minor,” Morrison said before Minnesota opened a four-game series against the Tampa Bay Rays at Target Field. “Just aggravation … kind 
of a chronic thing that’s been going on. A little rest, some medicine, it should be fine.” 
 
Signed to a one-year, $5.5 million deal that includes a team option for 2019, Morrison has appeared in 80 games, hitting just .193 with 34 runs, 13 
doubles, 11 home runs, 31 RBIs, 30 walks and 65 strikeouts. He homered late in the Twins’ 8-5 victory over Kansas City on Wednesday.  
 
Morrison demurred when asked whether the injury affected his hitting. 
 
“I’m not going to answer that question,” he said. 
 
Morrison received an injection to help reduce inflammation. The team’s medical staff determined additional rest and treatment through the all-star 
break would benefit him most. Morrison also acknowledged a cumulative effect. 
 
“I think the hip itself has been manageable, it’s just I’ve had to miss some games because my back’s gone out,” he said. “It’s been influencing 
that. Just being able to give it some rest, get some of the inflammation out there, hopefully that takes care of the aching and whatever little other 
stuff I’ve got going on in the hip. If that moves correctly, my back will be fine.” 
 
This could be an additional hurdle if the Twins are hoping to trade Morrison before the July 31 non-waiver trade deadline. His option is for $8 
million with a $250,000 buyout. 
 
“He’s been managing it pretty well,” said manager Paul Molitor. “I don’t think it’s in the excuse category at all for him, but we’ve been talking 
about this a while for him.” 
 
The Twins have been hit hard by injuries this season. 
 
Among other starters to lose time on the DL: first baseman Joe Mauer, center fielder Byron Buxton and third baseman Miguel Sano. Starter Ervin 
Santana has yet to pitch in the majors this season because of a finger injury, and Buxton and Sano remain in the minors after stints on the DL. 
 
To replace Morrison on the 25-man roster, the Twins reinstated shortstop Ehire Adrianza from the 10-day disabled list. 
 
Adrianza has appeared in 64 games for Minnesota, hitting .261 with 24 runs, 14 doubles, one triple, four home runs, 19 RBI, 14 walks and 50 
strikeouts. 
 
BUXTON/SANO UPDATE 
 
Do not expect Buxton or Sano to rejoin Minnesota before the all-star break. 
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Buxton remains at Triple-A Rochester during an extended rehab assignment from a broken toe he suffered in May. Sano has been at Single-A Fort 
Myers for a month trying to work his physique and swing back into major-league shape. 
 
I don’t think we have dates for either of them picked out,” Molitor said. “We’re going status quo here until we decide to make a change.” 
 
Molitor said Sano has responded well to his on- and off-field regimen. The plan eventually is to get him up to Rochester to face better pitching 
before the Twins consider reactivating him. 
 
“I don’t know how long the Fort Myers chapter will play out,” Molitor said. 
 
Despite the lack of a timeline for either player, Molitor reiterated Minnesota’s commitment to its homegrown stars-turned-reclamation projects. 
 
“I still have confidence these guys are going to be really good major-league players,” he said. “I’m trying to stay away from guessing or 
speculating on when that might occur. I just know that long-term faith is very strong.” 
 
BRIEFLY 
 
Molitor still has not settled on a starter for Sunday’s series finale against the Rays, Minnesota’s final game before the all-star break. 
 
Aaron Slegers moved into the bullpen, and his availability for another spot start will be determined by whether he is used in any relief role. 
 
Logan Morrison latest Twins starter to hit disabled list 
John Shipley | Pioneer Press | July 12, 2018 
 
The Twins announced placed designated hitter/first-baseman Logan Morrison on the 10-day disabled list with a left hip impingement on 
Thursday. 
 
Signed to a one-year, $5.5 million deal that includes a team option for 2019, Morrison has appeared in 80 games, hitting .193 with 34 runs, 13 
doubles, 11 home runs, 31 RBIs, 30 walks and 65 strikeouts. He homered late in the Twins’ 8-5 victory over Kansas City on Wednesday. 
 
The will be an additional hurdle if the Twins are hoping to trade Morrison before the July 31 non-waiver trade deadline. His option is for $8 
million with a $250,000 buyout.  
 
The Twins have been hit hard by injuries this season. Among other starters to lose time on the DL: first baseman Joe Mauer, center fielder Byron 
Buxton and third baseman Miguel Sano. Starter Ervin Santana has yet to pitch in the majors this season because of a finger injury, and Buxton and 
Sano remain in the minors after stints on the DL. 
 
To replace Morrison on the 25-man roster, the Twins reinstated shortstop Ehire Adrianza from the 10-day disabled list. Adrianza has appeared in 
64 games for Minnesota, hitting .261 with 24 runs, 14 doubles, one triple, four home runs, 19 RBI, 14 walks and 50 strikeouts. 
 
Twins place Logan Morrison on DL 
Staff Report | ESPN 1500 | July 12, 2018 
 
The Minnesota Twins have placed Logan Morrison on the disabled list with a left hip impingement. 
 
Morrison has a .193 average with 11 home runs and 31 RBI this season. His OPS has dropped from .868 last season to .654 in 80 games with the 
Twins. 
 
The door was open for the Twins to trade Morrison at the deadline, but his injury may keep the team from finding a buyer. 
 
Shortstop Ehire Adrianza has been reinstated from the DL. 
 
Wetmore: The 6 pitchers that the Twins should consider trading in July 
Derek Wetmore | ESPN 1500 | July 12, 2018 
 
The American League postseason group looks pretty well decided, and the Minnesota Twins would be on the outside looking in. Considering the 
short runway that’s left before the non-waiver trade deadline at the end of this month, there’s not a lot of time to make up ground in the standings. 
 
This column looks at the 6 pitchers that the Twins should look to trade without the waiver process, and it’s built on the assumption that Minnesota 
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will be active sellers. 
 
Pending free agents 
Lance Lynn 
 
Lynn is pitching on a one-year deal after he turned down a $17.4 million Qualifing Offer in St. Louis last year. The job market was not kind to 
Lynn last season and ultimately he settled for more than $5 million less to change uniforms, all in the hopes that he’d get another crack at a new 
gig the following winter. Now, the Twins risk losing him for nothing this offseason. 
 
He had a bad April but he’s bounced back to be a useful mid-rotation starter. The only question is whether or not a contender would be willing to 
trade anything of substance to add him to their mix. If the cost to trade for two years of Jake Odorizzi was a shortstop prospect in the low minors, 
it seems unlikely to me that two months of Lynn will net something exciting to Twins fans. 
 
Zach Duke 
 
Duke is a quiet leader in the Twins’ bullpen, and he’s got a 2.90 ERA in 31 innings. He’s also sporting a career-high 61% groundball rate and has 
struck out more than 22% of the hitters that he’s faced. It wouldnt be too terribly surprising to see a veteran left-handed reliever generate interest 
on the trade market, I just don’t know how much a contender would be willing to give up to get him. If the Twins don’t trade him, they get to keep 
the veteran in their clubhouse, but they lose him to free agency at the end of the season. 
 
One more year of team control  
Kyle Gibson 
 
Gibson has found his stride after a few years spent a a end-of-the-rotation starting pitcher. Thanks to an increased reliance on his high 4-seam 
fastball, Gibson has gotten great results on his breaking pitches and he’s dialed up the strikeouts. He currently holds a 3.59 ERA in 18 starts, with 
a 23.2% strikeout rate and 10.2% walk rate. Gibson now looks like a mid-rotation starting pitcher, and if any contender is light on starters you 
could reasonably envision him pitching in Game 3 of a postseason series. 
 
As an added bonus, he has another season remaining of team control, meaning any good team looking to trade for him would get more than just 2 
months of Gibson’s services. For that reason, Gibson’s price tag should be higher than Lynn’s. For the same reason, the Twins might decide to 
keep him and take their best shot at the postseason on their own in 2019. 
 
Jake Odorizzi 
 
Odorizzi is in the same boat as Gibson, in terms of pitching in the second-to-last season under team control before free agency. Whereas Gibson 
was once a first-round draft choice by the Twins, Odorizzi was acquired this winter in a trade for Jermaine Palacios, a decent but not outstanding 
prospect from Minnesota’s minor league system. The Twins decided they wanted a mid-rotation guy for the next two years, and the right to pay 
him was worth forking over a prospect. 
 
So on one hand, it would be a little surprising to see them change their minds so quickly, despite wanting to compete again in 2019. On the other 
hand, Odorizzi does have a 4.28 ERA because of a rough June, and the Twins look like they’ll have several good starting rotation candidates for 
next year. 
 
Ryan Pressly 
 
Pressly might not be the first reliever that you’d think of in terms of the trade deadline. He’s on this list because of strikeouts. Pressly has one 
more season before he can file his free-agent papers, so any acquiring team would get to take a shot at the postseason with another strikeout arm 
in the bullpen, and then they’d have him around for another year of below-market value. The downside of that is that Pressly will be relatively 
expensive next year for a non-closer reliever. 
 
Pressly easily paces the Twins’ bullpen with a 32.6% strikeout rate — only 9 American League relievers with 30 innings have struck out hitters 
more often than Pressly. Yes, he’s given up some home runs and he’s got a 3.89 ERA. But I think if you’re a contender looking for that one extra 
reliever this July, you could do worse than to inject the strikeouts Pressly offers into the middle-to-late innings. 
 
Contract option for next year 
Fernando Rodney 
 
Rodney will be a popular topic of conversation this month among Twins fans. The team could trade the veteran closer to go pitch in the late 
inning for somebody else. Or they could keep him around and pick up his $4.25 million option for next season. 
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If you could wave a magic wand and eliminate Rodney’s bad April stats, you’d be looking at a closer with a 2.28 ERA in 23 2/3 innings, to go 
along with a 28.4% strikeout rate and a 7.4% walk rate. He gets it done with a fastball that can be solidly in the mid-90’s, and a great changeup. 
Give the fact that he’s 41 years old and not one of the elite closers in the game, the return for Rodney could be limited. He’ll still be a popular 
name on the rumor mill given his relative effectiveness, his modest contract and the Twins’ place in the standings. 
 

Blake Snell chased after 3 innings as Rays drop delayed series opener to Twins 
Associated Press | Fox Sports North | July 13, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Nine years after drafting Kyle Gibson in the first round and six seasons into his major league career, the faith the 
Minnesota Twins have had in the lanky right-hander has finally been rewarded on a consistent basis. 
 
He’s gained a greater level of confidence in himself, too. 
 
Gibson struck out nine batters over eight easy innings for the Twins, who handed Tampa Bay ace Blake Snell his shortest start of the season and 
beat the Rays 5-1 on Thursday night after a two-hour rain delay. 
 
“Just had to add to the caffeine and keep the body loose,” Gibson said. 
 
Eddie Rosario hit a two-run homer in the seventh against reliever Chih-Wei Hu for more cushion, but Gibson (4-6) was already well in control on 
his way to consecutive wins for the first time this year. He gave up five hits without a walk, and the only run he permitted came on a sacrifice fly 
by Kevin Kiermaier in the eighth. 
 
“Hopefully he pitches as well in the second half,” Minnesota manager Paul Molitor said, “and gets a lot more wins to show for it.” 
 
Fernando Rodney relieved Ryan Pressly in the ninth to get the last two outs and his 21st save, preserving the seventh victory in eight games for 
the Twins. 
 
Rays LHP Blake Snell says his fastball was poor tonight 
The Rays had their five-game winning streak stopped after a rare clunker from Snell (12-5), who lasted only three innings and threw just 43 of 75 
pitches for strikes. 
 
The lefty took the second-lowest ERA in the American League into the game, with just two runs allowed over his last 28 2/3 innings while 
winning each of his last four turns. But he was in trouble every inning and found himself trailing 3-0 after back-to-back RBI doubles by Robbie 
Grossman and Jorge Polanco in the third. 
 
“For whatever reason, he just wasn’t able to make the pitches that we’ve seen him make so many times this year,” manager Kevin Cash said. 
 
Snell wasn’t so upset about the early hook as he was about his own mechanical trouble that he believes he could’ve prevented. 
 
“It was just a lot of me making mental errors and not correcting them as fast as I should have,” Snell said. “They capitalized.” 
 
The Twins hustled through that third inning. Brian Dozier singled and took second on a wild pitch. Then as he attempted to steal third, Grossman 
swung at a high pitch for an awkward-but-effective hit-and-run. Polanco later stole third base, too, though he was ultimately stranded. 
 
“You’ve got to try to create against him when you get a chance,” Molitor said. 
 
Gibson took it from there, continuing his renaissance with his longest start on the 2018 ledger. He dropped his ERA to 3.42, more than a full run 
lower than his career mark. He also has by far the best strikeout rate of his career, just short of an average of one per inning. 
 
After getting sent down to Triple-A Rochester twice last season, Gibson worked with a sports psychologist. He began to rediscover his fastball 
command and, more importantly, his self-esteem on the mound. Gibson gave up more than three runs only once in his last 12 starts of 2017. 
 
“I was putting too much stress on myself and putting too much importance on being great or being really good and losing sight of what I needed 
to do,” he said. 
 
BACK DOWN 
The Rays sent rookie shortstop Willy Adames, one of the organization’s top prospects, back to Triple-A Durham before the game. There’s a 
playing-time pinch in the infield, and Adames has been struggling at the plate. Cash said the demotion “was a really hard decision” for the team. 
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“We thought we were going to be able to do a better job of creating a lane,” Cash said. 
 
The Rays used the roster spot to recall Hu, acquired in a trade with the Twins for reliever Kevin Jepsen in 2015. 
 
TRAINER’S ROOM 
Rays: SS Christian Arroyo wasn’t deemed ready to come off the DL to replace Adames. Arroyo is on a rehab assignment for a strained left 
oblique, and he exited early from his game Thursday night at Durham with an injury to his left hand. 
 
Twins: DH-1B Logan Morrison was put on the DL for a nagging hip problem that he expects won’t require more than the minimum 10-day stay. 
“It’s been manageable and still is manageable,” he said. “Just need to take a step back and use the break as some time without missing games.” 
 
UP NEXT 
Rays: RHP Nathan Eovaldi (3-3, 3.35 ERA) pitches the second game of the series, coming off a stellar start against the Mets last weekend when 
he retired his first 18 batters and finished with only one hit allowed, no runs and nine strikeouts in seven innings. 
 
Twins: RHP Jake Odorizzi (4-6, 4.28 ERA) takes the mound on Friday night, facing his former team for the first time. Odorizzi, traded to the 
Twins in February, pitched six scoreless innings in his last turn against the Orioles for his first win in 11 starts. 
 
Twins to be without Morrison versus Rays 
STATS | Fox Sports North | July 13, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS — Logan Morrison won’t be in the lineup Friday when the Minnesota Twins continue a four-game series with Tampa Bay at 
Target Field. 
 
Minnesota placed its designated hitter on the disabled list Thursday after he was diagnosed with an impingement in his left hip, an issue Morrison 
said he’s been dealing with for a few days but isn’t expected to be serious. 
 
With the All-Star break coming up, Morrison, who spent the last two seasons with Tampa Bay, would miss a minimum of six games and would be 
eligible to return July 22. 
 
 “I expect to be back in 10 days,” Morrison said. “Pretty minor, just aggravation of kind of a chronic thing that has been going on. A little rest, 
some medicine, should be fine.” 
 
It’s the latest setback in an already disappointing season for Morrison, who signed a one-year contract with the Twins during spring training. 
Morrison, expected to provide some pop to Minnesota’s offense, has struggled at the plate all season and is batting .193 with 11 home runs and 31 
RBIs. 
 
He’s not blaming the hip for his lack of production but manager Paul Molitor suggested it could be the reason for other problems that have kept 
Morrison out of the lineup at times this season. 
 
“Maybe subconsciously you’re kind of compensating for it, and the next thing you know, your back’s a little sore and your groin gets tight and 
some of those type of things,” Molitor said. “But he’s been managing it fairly well. I don’t think it’s in the excuse category at all for him, but 
we’ve been talking about this for a while.” 
 
Right-hander Jake Odorizzi (4-6, 4.28 ERA) gets the start Friday and will face his former team for the first time. He was traded by the Rays to the 
Twins during the off-season. Odorizzi is trying to finish the first half on a high note and has a 1.06 ERA over his last three outings. That stretch 
had brought his name into the mix as the trade deadline approaches but after winning seven of their last eight games, the Twins (42-49) are 
brushing off the notion of a fire sale. 
 
“It’s a tough spot to be in for (the front office),” Odorizzi said. “I don’t really envy it. We just have to take care of our business and let them do 
their thing. I like the way we’re going right now. You can start to see that confidence come out from everybody. We’re playing the right way.” 
 
After having their own five-game winning streak snapped Thursday in the rain-delayed series opener, the Rays (48-45) will look to get back to 
their winning ways behind Nathan Eovaldi (3-3, 3.35). 
 
The right-hander was perfect through six innings his last time out, marking the second time this season he’s no-hit an opponent for six innings or 
more. 
 
A single by the Mets’ Brandon Nimmo to lead off the seventh brought that bid to an end and despite getting out of the inning without any further 
damage, manager Kevin Cash decided to turn to the bullpen. 
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“We came out of spring training saying any opportunity to limit his workload, we would take it,” Cash said. “He definitely could have gone 
more.” 
 
Evoldi is 2-2 with a 4.78 ERA in four career starts against the Twins but hasn’t faced them since June 26, 2016. 
 
Twins' Logan Morrison goes on 10-day DL with left hip injury 
Associated Press | ESPN | July 13, 2018 
 
MINNEAPOLIS -- The Minnesota Twins have placed designated hitter/first baseman Logan Morrison on the 10-day disabled list with a left hip 
injury. 
 
The move was made before Minnesota's game Thursday against Tampa Bay, making room for utility infielder Ehire Adrianza's reinstatement 
from the 10-day disabled list. 
 
Morrison is batting just .193 in his first season with the Twins, with a .654 OPS and 11 home runs and 31 RBIs in 264 at-bats. He described his 
problem as chronic and said before the game he's planning to return when he's eligible July 22. 
 
Adrianza, who was out with a strained left hamstring, is hitting .261 with four home runs and 19 RBIs in 188 at-bats. He missed only 10 games. 
 
Nasty slider has helped Kyle Gibson produce a consistently strong first half 
The Athletic | The Athletic | July 13, 2018 
 
The rest of his arsenal has improved enough that Kyle Gibson’s slider has developed into a fierce putaway pitch. 
 
The Twins starter used the slider to complete five of nine strikeouts Thursday night as he pitched a season-high eight innings. Gibson was sharp, 
nasty and efficient as the Twins continued their recent hot streak with a 5-1 victory over the Tampa Bay Rays at Target Field. Gibson continued 
the most consistent stretch of his career by allowing a run and five hits while walking nobody in a 113-pitch effort for the Twins, who have won 
seven of their last eight. 
 
“I don’t think my slider is any different,” Gibson said. “I just feel like the pitches before my slider are different and I’m getting there different. If 
anything, my curveball has been better and more consistent and that’s probably helped my slider more than anything. Just working on fastball 
command and executing pitches. You have to be in two-strike counts to get strikeouts and you have to be 0-2, 1-2 to use that slider out of the 
zone. Too many times in years past, I was 2-2 and I couldn’t really afford to expand the strike zone.” 
 
Gibson finished the 2017 season on a strong note following a couple of midseason demotions to Triple-A Rochester. What he took from the 
season was that more strikes early, even sometimes throwing a get-me-over four-seamer, is critical in setting up his other pitches. Twins general 
manager Thad Levine and chief baseball officer Derek Falvey sat down with Gibson during spring training 2017 and read him scouting reports 
from the Texas Rangers and Cleveland Indians, their previous employers. 
 
The descriptions were nearly identical in describing Gibson’s style. Essentially, Gibson is hard to beat when he gets ahead in the count because 
his secondary pitches are so nasty. Gibson has discovered that to be true and has taken his career to a new level in 2018. Dating to mid-August, 
Gibson has a 3.42 ERA with 169 strikeouts in 173 2/3 innings in 29 starts. 
 
“When you look at his performance over the first half of the season, it’s probably been one of the most consistent runs he’s had as a Twin,” 
manager Paul Molitor said. “It’s something we’ve looked for out of him for a long time. I think he probably has more confidence in some of his 
pitches and has improvement in some of his pitches. It just bodes well for his confidence. He knows he has to go out there each and every day and 
pick it up. But I can’t say I’m not pleased with what he’s giving us through the first 80-plus games.” 
 
Though he has been extremely consistent — Gibson has allowed three earned runs or fewer in 15 of 19 turns in 2018 — the right-hander recently 
noticed he hasn’t been as sharp with his fastball command. In particular, Gibson wanted to improve his command in to right-handed hitters and 
worked on it in his most recent bullpen session. The extra work paid off Thursday as Gibson was able to throw to all quadrants and keep hitters 
off-balance. 
 
Catcher Bobby Wilson noted that Rays hitters had to respect Gibson’s ability to throw his fastball inside and out, which meant they couldn’t look 
for the slider away. Throw in that Gibson’s sinker was working well along with his changeup and curveball and Wilson had a variety of options to 
call upon whenever they reached a two-strike count. 
 
It just so happens that Wilson opted for the slider quite a bit. Given that opposing hitters brought a .128 average against Gibson’s slider into the 
contest, it’s easy to understand why. Gibson’s five strikeouts with the slider give him 49 on the season, which surpasses the 47 he posted in each 
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of the previous two years. Gibson accrued a career-best 64 strikeouts with his slider in 2015. 
 
“Now you can’t just sit on that slider,” Wilson said. “You have to be aware of the curveball and the changeup and he’s not scared to pitch in. You 
can’t eliminate pitches and lean out on the slider, which makes it tough for hitters.” 
 
Gibson tallied 16 swings-and-misses among his 113 pitches Thursday, which is even better than his already-improved swinging-strike percentage. 
He entered Thursday with an 11.7-percent swinging-strike rate, which is up from 10 percent in 2017 and 9.8 percent for his career. 
 
All of it has added up to a career-best 23.7-percent strikeout rate (his previous high was 17.7 in 2015) and career-high 8.87 strikeouts per nine 
innings. Gibson’s career strikeouts-per-nine total is 6.56. 
 
What it all amounts to is a fantastic first half of Gibson realizing his promise. 
 
“He’s pitched better than his numbers show,” Wilson said. “He’s had some bad luck. We haven’t scored many runs for him, either. He could very 
easily have 10 wins right now.” 
 
Buxton exits Triple-A game with hand injury 
Outfielder Byron Buxton left Thursday’s contest at Triple-A Rochester with a potential hand injury. Buxton fouled off three pitches during a 
fourth-inning at-bat and then headed for the clubhouse. Molitor said the center fielder, who missed time earlier this season after he suffered a 
fracture in his big left toe, would require X-rays and further testing. 
 
Molitor described it as “somewhat concerning.” 
 
The Twins haven’t set a date for when Buxton or Miguel Sanó would return from their minor-league assignments. Buxton was optioned to Triple-
A earlier this month after going on a rehab assignment. Sanó has been at Single-A Fort Myers since a June 14 demotion. 
 
Twins go aggressive against Blake Snell 
With runs normally at a premium against Tampa Bay’s top starter, the Twins opted to be aggressive on the bases when they could Thursday. 
Blake Snell entered the game with a 2.09 ERA this season. 
 
After he drew a leadoff walk in the bottom of the second inning, Max Kepler pushed it and raced from first to third on an Ehire Adrianza single to 
left field. The assertive style led to the Twins’ first run as Kepler scored when Bobby Wilson grounded into a double play. The Twins also had 
Brian Dozier running from second to third in the third inning, though Robbie Grossman negated the steal with an RBI double. Jorge Polanco 
doubled Grossman in and then stole third base, only the team’s third steal of third all season. 
 
“Looking for chances,” Molitor said. “(Snell is) somewhat vulnerable if you can pick your right spots, you get your good jumps. We tried to get 
going a couple of times and give guys opportunities to try to pick up 90 feet. I think you’ve got to try to create against him when you get a chance 
so we tried to get a little bit aggressive with him.” 
 
Morrison goes on disabled list with hip impingement 
With the All-Star break ahead, the Twins think now is a good time to give veteran slugger Logan Morrison a chance to rest a hip injury that has 
been manageable but bothersome of late. Morrison doesn’t expect to be out longer than 10 days, four of which will be consumed by the break next 
week. Morrison described the injury as minor and a “chronic thing.” 
 
The Twins activated Adrianza off the DL to take Morrison’s spot. Morrison is hitting .193/.287/.367 with 11 home runs and 31 RBIs in 300 plate 
appearances, including a home run in Wednesday’s victory. 
 
“The hip itself has been manageable,” Morrison said. “It’s kind of having to miss some games because my back has gone out, things like that. Hip 
is kind of influencing it. Just to be able to get some rest, get some of the inflammation out of there, hopefully that takes care of the aching and 
whatever little other stuff I have going on in the hip and then if that moves correctly then my back will be fine.” 
 
From Casey to Rzepczynski to Tito: Bullpen blunders through the years 
Cliff Corcoran | The Athletic | July 12, 2018 
 
Ron Gardenhire, Twins, June 11, 2013 
Earlier that same season, it was the umpire who signaled with the wrong arm. Leading the Phillies 2-1 in the top of the eighth with one out and 
men on first and second, Twins manager Ron Gardenhire strode to the Target Field mound and called on lefty reliever Brian Duensing to face 
switch-hitter Jimmy Rollins and the subsequent string of lefties in the heart of the Phillies order. Plate umpire Paul Emmel relayed the call for the 
lefty, but second base umpire Bruce Dreckman got his signals switched, raising his right arm and accidentally calling in righty Casey Fien. Unlike 
Bochy, Gardenhire didn’t notice the mistake until Fien arrived on the mound, prompting the manager to pose the classic baseball question, “What 
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the f— are you doing here?” 
 
Fortunately for the Twins, because the mistake was the umpire’s, not Gardenhire’s, they were able to send Fien back, unused, and bring out 
Duensing. The lefty then struck out Rollins, but gave up a game-tying single to Howard before getting lefty Domonic Brown to ground out. The 
Twins pulled out a 3-2 win on Justin Morneau’s RBI single in the next frame. Fien did not appear in the game, but he did give up a single to 
Rollins the next day 
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