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Paul Molitor negotiating new contract with Twins to remain manager 

La Velle E. Neal | Star Tribune | October 6, 2017  

 
Paul Molitor is negotiating a new deal with the Twins that will give him the opportunity to build on a surprising 85-victory 2017 season that 
ended with a loss Tuesday in the AL wild-card game. 
 
Among the favorites to be AL Manager of the Year, Molitor had a three-year contract that expired at season’s end. Questions about his future 
swirled even as the Twins rallied in the final two months to make the playoffs. 
 
But Twins Chief Baseball Officer Derek Falvey and General Manager Thad Levine want the 61-year-old to return for 2018, according to a source 
with knowledge of the team’s plans. The sides were working on the details of the new contract late Thursday evening. 
 
The possibility of some change to the coaching staff remains, which could be one of the reasons his deal has not yet been finalized. 
 
Twins coaches met with Molitor, Falvey and Levine throughout the day Thursday, and the talks were generally positive as they discussed 
everything that went into the club rebounding from a major league-worst 59-103 record in 2016 to 85-77 this season, earning the club its first 
playoff berth since 2010. The Twins’ season ended Tuesday with an 8-4 wild-card loss to the New York Yankees. 
 
Once the Twins arrived back in the Twin Cities, the goal was to address the futures of Molitor and the coaching staff as quickly as possible. 
 
Molitor has a winning record in two of his three years as manager, but his career record is 227-259 because of the ugly 2016 that led to the 
dismissal of GM Terry Ryan and the arrival of Falvey and Levine. The new regime agreed when it arrived last November that Molitor would 
manage the 2017 season, the final year of his contract. But the club waited until after the season to address his future, leading to speculation 
that Molitor, somehow, would not be brought back. 
 
Upon their arrival last year, Falvey and Levine made minor roster moves, most notably signing free-agent catcher Jason Castro, but eschewed 
trading second baseman Brian Dozier and pitcher Ervin Santana in the offseason. Both played key roles on the resurgent Twins. 
 
At the July 31 trade deadline, the Twins traded All-Star closer Brandon Kintzler, who was in the final year of a contract, to Washington for a 
minor league pitching prospect while the Twins were playing on the West Coast. They were three games below .500 and 4½ games behind in 
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the AL wild-card race. 
 
Molitor, a Bruce Springsteen fan, wrote “no retreat, no surrender” on the clubhouse whiteboard. Shortly thereafter, with veteran Matt Belisle 
shifting to the closer’s role, the team went on an offensive surge that lasted through the final two months of the season. The Twins went 35-24 
the rest of the way to make the playoffs — despite an injury to All-Star third baseman Miguel Sano, who missed most of the final six weeks of 
the season. 
 
Molitor, a St. Paul native and former Gophers All-America shortstop, is in the Baseball Hall of Fame after a 21-season playing career and 3,319 
hits, 10th best in history. He played his final three seasons with the Twins and had a career-high 225 hits as a 39-year-old. 
 
Decision to try to re-sign Paul Molitor should not have been difficult 

Jim Souhan | Star Tribune | October 6, 2017  

 
Paul Molitor did not get fired in the days following his team’s elimination from the playoffs, and months before he will likely land near the top of 
the American League Manager of the Year voting. It is strange that this is news, but at least the Twins’ braintrust made the right kind of news. 
 
Twins bosses Derek Falvey and Thad Levine will face many difficult decisions in their time at the helm of the club. Re-signing Molitor was not 
one of them. 
 
Not only would the Twins have erred in firing him, they would have sent troubling signals about their standards. They would have been telling 
Twins fans and the baseball world that preconceived notions and old friendships were more important than what Molitor accomplished this 
season. 
 
Molitor is not only a quality manager, he is the ideal manager for this team at this time. 
 
 
 
 
Here’s the résumé of the man who didn’t know as of Wednesday whether he’d get to keep his job: 
 
• He grew up in St. Paul, playing on some of the same playgrounds as Jack Morris and Dave Winfield, learning how to slide on basepaths made 
hard by winter or lack of grooming. One of his early coaches told him he should slide so hard and fast that the hair would burn off his legs. 
Molitor grew up with fast-twitch muscles and ingrained fundamentals. 
 
• He became a first-round draft pick by the Milwaukee Brewers, where he tutored under Robin Yount, a great player and mentor. Few duos ever 
stole more signs or ran the bases better than Molitor and Yount. 
 
• Molitor left Milwaukee to replace Winfield as the Toronto Blue Jays designated hitter, as Winfield signed with the Twins. Molitor became the 
World Series MVP in 1993, getting one of the big hits that made Joe Carter’s Series-ending home run possible. 
 
• Molitor returned to the Twin Cities in 1996 as a free agent. In the spring of ’96, he was slotted to bat third in front of Kirby Puckett, before 
Puckett woke up blind in one eye on the last day of camp. Despite being robbed of the chance to score 120 runs in front of Puck, Molitor settled 
for hitting .341 in the season during which he turned 40. 
 
He would become the first player to make a triple his 3,000th hit, and he slid hard into third base, probably burning the hair on his legs. 
 
• Molitor went into the Hall of Fame as a Brewer, and contemplated career paths with the Twins. He wound up becoming a de facto handyman, 
working with prospects, advance scouting for big games and the postseason, and providing advice and support. 
 
He became close with such key current Twins as Byron Buxton, Miguel Sano, Brian Dozier and Eddie Rosario, and those relationships helped 
Molitor rally the team this season after Falvey and Levine traded away a closer and a starting pitcher at the trading deadline. 
 
Players still talk about Molitor’s ability to sit in the dugout for an inning of a minor league game and begin accurately predicting what pitch the 
opponent was about to throw. 
 
• Molitor has overseen two admirable improvements and one disaster in his three seasons as a Twins manager. Perhaps the Twins would have 
produced similar results under Ron Gardenhire or another manager. What has been established is that Molitor can’t overcome horrid pitching, 
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but can win with mediocre pitching, and has earned the trust of his key players. 
 
The key to Molitor’s success as a leader is his willingness to be more humble than his résumé requires. He was not only a great player, he was 
one of the smartest players of his generation, a player who once scored on a passed ball in Baltimore that didn’t roll more than 2 feet away 
from the catcher. Molitor scored standing up. 
 
Firing managers is easy, because they control outcomes less than head coaches in other sports. Just because it’s easy to do wouldn’t have made 
it smart. Falvey and Levine made the right call. 
 
How will Twins bosses keep the ball rolling? 

La Velle E. Neal | Star Tribune | October 5, 2017  

 
A 26-win improvement from 2016 to 2017 suggests that Twins manager Paul Molitor has steered the ship back on course. 
 
The Twins vastly outperformed expectations to finish 85-77 this season, good for second place in the American League Central and a spot in the 
wild-card game Tuesday against the Yankees — which they lost 8-4. The feeling around 1 Twins Way is that the window of opportunity for the 
club to compete has cracked open. 
 
But success doesn’t mean there won’t be change. And change could be coming quickly, at the hands of Chief Baseball Officer Derek Falvey and 
General Manager Thad Levine. 
 
Indications are that Falvey and Levine were meeting with Molitor on Wednesday about his future, talks that could continue into Thursday. 
Members of the coaching staff will have their season-ending meetings with the club Thursday and learn who will and won’t return in 2018. 
 
“There will be a whole bunch of things we need to get down to right away,” owner Jim Pohlad said from Yankee Stadium on Tuesday. 
 
Molitor has finished with a winning record in two of his three seasons leading the Twins, and he is among the favorites for the AL manager of 
the year after his team’s unexpected success this season. But the brain trust has elected to wait until the end of the season before deciding on 
his future. 
 
Molitor, when asked about his future in the moments following the Twins’ loss to the Yankees, declined to comment.  
 
Pohlad, who insisted Molitor remain as manager in 2017 before hiring Falvey to run the baseball department, said he had not been given any 
recommendations by Falvey about who he wants to manage next season. 
 
“They have to make their case, that’s for sure,” Pohlad said, “but it’s [Falvey and Levine’s] call.” 
 
Pohlad, through a club spokesman Wednesday, reiterated that it’s Falvey’s decision on who manages the club. 
 
While Molitor’s future is unclear, change also could come to the coaching staff, as Falvey and Levine search for a cohesive unit to help guide the 
team. 
 
In what might or might not be a related development, according to a baseball source, the club has been in discussions with former Twin Justin 
Morneau about a role with the club. 
 
Pitching coach Neil Allen’s future is up in the air again, despite progress made by young arms such as righthander Jose Berrios and relievers 
Taylor Rogers and Trevor Hildenberger. Allen also worked to distance himself from a DUI arrest in May of 2016. 
 
During a phone conversation Wednesday, Allen said he was relieved to move on from that embarrassing time, and is optimistic about the future 
of the pitching staff. 
 
“Based on where we were at last year, I could not be happier,” Allen said. “but [Falvey and Levine] are new guys, and they might decide to go in 
another direction.” 
 
Jim Hickey, whose 11-year run as Tampa Bay’s pitching coach ended earlier this week, could interest the Twins. 
 
Among other staffers, hitting coach James Rowson and bullpen coach Eddie Guardado are under contract for 2018. First base coach Jeff Smith 
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and major league coach Jeff Pickler joined prior to this season. Assistant hitting coach Rudy Hernandez and third base coach Gene Glynn were 
hired along with Molitor before the 2015 season. Bench coach Joe Vavra has served various roles on the major league staff since 2006. 
 
Since Falvey and Levine have joined forces, there has been personnel turnover in baseball operations, research, scouting and player 
development. Changes to the coaching staff could be next. 
 
If you don't think the Twins would let go of Paul Molitor, just remember Tubby Smith 

Michael Rand | Star Tribune | October 5, 2017  

 
First off, let’s be clear: I have no particular insights into the fate of Twins manager Paul Molitor beyond what has been reported. Everything I’ve 
gathered is that the decision by CBO Derek Falvey and GM Thad Levine on whether to retain or get rid of Molitor — whose contract was up at 
the end of this season, one in which he guided the Twins to a surprising postseason berth — is a coin flip. There are those who think he will stay 
and others who think he will be gone. 
 
That said: If you think the decision to bring Molitor back is a no-brainer that Falvey and Levine will make automatically after the success of 2017, 
you haven’t been paying attention this year. And you certainly weren’t paying attention to a similar situation in 2013, when Tubby Smith was 
the Gophers men’s basketball coach. 
 
Now, I said “similar” and not identical. Smith still had time remaining on his contract, a $2.5 buyout and he had built up a longer history 
coaching the Gophers — with mixed results going into 2012-13 — than Molitor has with the Twins. 
 
But here’s what you had: Norwood Teague was hired as the new Gophers AD in April 2012, right after the end of a Gophers men’s basketball 
season. Minnesota finished as the NIT runner-up in 2012 after being relegated to the second-tier tournament by a six-game Big Ten losing streak 
near the end of the season. It was a much better year than the 59-103 Twins of 2016, but it was flawed. 
 
In any event, Teague came in with what seems in retrospect to have been a predetermined notion: Smith was not the coach he wanted leading 
his men’s basketball program. But he kept him in place and repeated quotes like this one throughout the 2012-13 season: “I evaluate coaches at 
the end of the year. I don’t during the year publicly.” 
 
Smith’s Gophers had another up-and-down season but sneaked into the NCAA tourney as a No. 11 seed. From there, they defeated UCLA — the 
first on-court NCAA tourney win since the Final Four year of 1997 — before losing to Florida. 
 
Plenty of people thought Smith had done enough to keep his job. Teague, if he went into the season determined to get rid of Smith, now faced a 
decision. 
 
Teague must not have agonized about it for long. The morning after the loss to Florida, Smith was fired. 
 
Again, some differences between Smith and Molitor: The Gophers were likely heading into a rebuilding year regardless of their coach, meaning 
Smith had likely plateaued. Molitor’s Twins are on the rise. And one has to imagine the local sporting public would react more harshly to the 
Twins ditching Molitor than the masses did when Tubby was fired. 
 
In the end, though, there’s this to say about the Gophers and Smith: A new regime came in, evaluated a coach for a year who to that point had 
experienced mixed success, watched him have his best year in Minnesota … and then quickly moved on. 
 
If Falvey and Levine decided the same fate for Molitor, the exact same sentence could be written. 
 
Twins manager Paul Molitor weighing offer to return in 2018 

Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | October 5, 2017  

 
Paul Molitor has been invited to return as Twins manager in 2018, according to two sources with direct knowledge, but there was still work to 
be done to make that a reality early Thursday evening. 
 
“Nothing has been decided or agreed to at this point in time,” a person with direct knowledge told the Pioneer Press.  
 
Molitor and Twins coaches met with the front-office duo of Derek Falvey and Thad Levine the past two days after returning from Yankee 
Stadium and a season-ending loss to the New York Yankees in the American League wild card game. That appearance ended a seven-year 
postseason drought for the Twins franchise. 
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Molitor, at 61 the oldest manager in Twins history, finished out his original three-year contract while leading the Twins to a historic turnaround. 
After orchestrating a club-record 26-win improvement that made the Twins the first team to go from 98 or more losses to the postseason the 
following year, Molitor is considered the odds-on favorite for AL Manager of the Year. 
 
While terms of Molitor’s prior managing contract were never released, its total value was believed to be less than $4 million over three years. 
Predecessor Ron Gardenhire, who guided the Twins to six AL Central titles in his 13 seasons, earned a reported $2 million a year when he was 
fired after 2014 with a year left on his deal. 
 
The Detroit Tigers, Philadelphia Phillies and New York Mets are looking for new managers, which raises the possibility Molitor could be in play 
elsewhere if he and the Twins are unable to reach agreement. The Phillies, where former Twins general managers Andy MacPhail and Terry 
Ryan now occupy key roles, would be an obvious potential landing spot. 
 
Falvey and Levine, hired last fall from the Cleveland Indians and Texas Rangers, respectively, chose not to extend Molitor’s expiring contract as 
he headed into 2017 off a 103-loss nightmare. Twins owner Jim Pohlad had made retaining Molitor, a St. Paul native and product of Cretin High 
and the University of Minnesota, a prerequisite in the search for new baseball operations leadership after firing Ryan in July 2016. 
 
There were no outward signs of tension between the low-key Molitor and his new bosses this season, although a mid-year sell-off of veteran 
pitchers Brandon Kintzler and Jaime Garcia threatened to short-circuit a playoff run that happened anyway. 
 
“He’s our skipper; he’s our leader,” Twins second baseman Brian Dozier said after Tuesday’s 8-4 loss. “When you’ve got a guy like that, you feel 
lucky. One hundred percent, I speak for everybody else in here, we hope he’s back.” 
 
Molitor became the first hall of fame player (as elected by the Baseball Writers’ Association of America) to manage a team in the postseason 
since Bob Lemon took the 1981 Yankees to the World Series. 
 
Among AL contemporaries, only Kansas City Royals manager Ned Yost, 63, and Buck Showalter of the Baltimore Orioles, also 61, are older than 
Molitor, who has a three-year record of 227-259 (.467). 
 
While managerial salaries pale next to those of modern players, talks have broken down over anything from annual salaries to contract length to 
ability to retain certain coaches. The Washington Nationals reportedly reached an agreement in principle with Bud Black to become their 
manager after the 2015 season only to see talks break down before they turned to veteran skipper Dusty Baker instead. 
 
Molitor earned more than $40 million during his 21 seasons in the major leagues, according to Baseball-Reference.com. His top annual salary 
was $4.5 million with the Toronto Blue Jays in 1995 before finishing out his playing career on a three-year, $9.75 million deal with his hometown 
Twins. 
 
Twins’ Kennys Vargas plans to slim down, open to overseas opportunities 

Mike Berardino |Pioneer Press | October 5, 2017  
 

Twins first baseman Kennys Vargas has big plans for this offseason. He plans to become smaller. 
 
Instead of returning to his mountainside home in hurricane-ravaged Puerto Rico, Vargas will spend his winter in the Orlando area working with 
Dax Fiore, a former Twins minor league strength and conditioning coach (2012-16). 
 
“I’m going to take two weeks off and start working,” said Vargas, who does not expect to play winter ball. 
 
Fiore spent this season in Taiwan, where he supervised strength and conditioning for the Fubon Guardians of the Chinese Professional Baseball 
League. In Vargas, he will be molding a 27-year-old switch-hitting slugger with tremendous raw power but a history of weight issues. 
 
Finally out of minor-league options next season after the Twins successfully petitioned for an extra year of such control, Vargas hit 20 combined 
homers and drove in 69 runs between Triple-A Rochester (211 plate appearances) and the majors (264 plate appearances). 
 
His career production is a park-adjusted 2 percent above league in parts of four seasons covering 859 plate appearances, but he remains 
blocked by Joe Mauer at first and potentially Miguel Sano, Robbie Grossman and Mitch Garver at designated hitter. 
 
That’s why Vargas, who drew interest from teams in Japan and Korea two winters ago, plans to quiz Fiore about how things work in the Asian 
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leagues. Vargas also worked last offseason in the Dominican Republic with 12-time all-star Manny Ramirez, who played in the Japanese minor 
leagues this season at age 45. 
“I didn’t say no,” Vargas said of 2015-16 offseason interest. “The (Twins) said no.” 
 
With less roster flexibility and no apparent opening for Vargas, the Twins’ new front-office combo could be more willing to sell his contract to an 
overseas team. Vargas is intrigued. 
 
“Oh, yes, they love power over there, so maybe someday,” he said. “If the opportunity comes and if they let me go, yeah, I’m open. I’m looking 
out for my family’s future. If it’s there, I’ll take it.” 
 
He noted Milwaukee Brewers slugger Eric Thames established himself in the Korea Baseball Organization before returning to the majors with 
great success in 2017. 
 
“There’s pretty good money over there,” Vargas said. “Then I could come back here. I’m open for whatever life brings to me. Any opportunity, I 
have to take advantage of it.” 
 
DAVID KIM RETAINED 
 
While the Twins dismissed international scouting director Howard Norsetter and are expected to shuffle some roles in their international 
scouting department, a person with direct knowledge said David Kim will return as the team’s South Korea-based scout. 
 
Kim was among those offering key recommendations for the signing of ByungHo Park after the 2015 season. The Twins spent nearly $25 million 
combined between the posting fee to the Nexen Heroes and a four-year, $12 million deal for Park, who spent all of 2017 at Triple-A Rochester. 
 
Meanwhile, after parting ways with minor-league pitching coordinator Eric Rasmussen after nine years in that role (and 27 total coaching in the 
organization), the Twins could split the role between the upper and lower minors. Several teams have gone that to that format, with the 
coordinator at the lower minors also overseeing rehab plans for pitchers working back from the disabled list. 
 
The upper-minors coordinator then would have more time to spend with pitching prospects at Double-A and Triple-A. 
 
TWINS ROSTER MOVES 
 
In addition to their four free agents (Bartolo Colon, Matt Belisle, Dillon Gee and Hector Santiago), the Twins also figure to buy out Glen Perkins’ 
2018 option ($6.5 million) for $700,000 at some point this month. 
 
Once they add four pitchers back from the 60-day disabled list (Phil Hughes, Trevor May, J.T. Chargois and Ryan O’Rourke), the Twins will be full 
once more on their 40-man roster. 
 
By Nov. 20 they will need to add several more prospects to the 40-man roster in advance of the Rule 5 draft. Among the leading candidates are 
lefties Stephen Gonsalves, Lewis Thorpe and Sam Clay; right-handers Zack Littell, Kohl Stewart, Jake Reed, Ryan Eades and Nick Burdi (who 
underwent Tommy John surgery in May); shortstop Jermaine Palacios; first baseman Lewin Diaz; catcher Brian Navaretto; and outfielder Tanner 
English. 
 
Molitor talking to Twins about new contract 

Rhett Bollinger | MLB.com | October 5, 2017  

 
MINNEAPOLIS -- After leading the Twins to a surprise run to the 2017 AL Wild Card Game after losing 103 games last season, manager Paul 
Molitor is negotiating a new contract, but nothing has been finalized. 
 
Molitor, whose three-year contract expired after the season, met with chief baseball officer Derek Falvey and general manager Thad Levine on 
Wednesday and Thursday. The Twins, though, have not made an official announcement on his status, as nothing has been agreed to yet. Media 
availability with Falvey is likely to be held Friday. 
 
Molitor, a candidate for the AL Manager of the Year Award, guided the Twins to a franchise-record 26-win improvement from last season, 
becoming the first team to go from losing more than 100 games to the postseason the following season. They were also the second club to have 
the No. 1 overall pick and make the playoffs in the same year, joining the 2008 Rays. 
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The 61-year-old Hall of Famer is also popular in the clubhouse, as Twins players view him as a stoic leader and endorsed him after their AL Wild 
Card loss to the Yankees on Tuesday. Molitor helped keep spirits high after the Twins were sellers at the Trade Deadline, but bounced back to go 
20-10 in August and take control of the second AL Wild Card spot. 
 
"I, 100 percent -- and I speak for everyone in here -- I want him back," second baseman Brian Dozier said. 
 
Molitor finished third in the balloting for AL Manager of the Year in 2015, including receiving two first-place votes, after leading the Twins to an 
83-win season that had them in Wild Card contention until the second-to-the-last day of the season. But the '16 season saw the Twins start 0-9 
en route to a Major League-worst 59-103 record. Molitor's career record is 227-259. 
 
As a player, the St. Paul native hit .306/.369/.448 with 3,319 hits in a 20-year career with the Brewers, Blue Jays and Twins. He was a seven-time 
All-Star and won the 1993 World Series MVP Award with the Blue Jays. 
 
Paul Molitor likely to return as Twins manager 

Judd Zulgad | 1500 ESPN | October 5, 2017  

 
Although nothing was official as of Thursday evening, it appears likely Paul Molitor will return as manager of the Twins in 2018. A source told 
1500 ESPN that an agreement was getting closer. The Star Tribune was the first to report that Molitor is expected back. 
 
Molitor, 61, managed this season in the third and final year of his contract and new chief baseball officer Derek Falvey and general manager 
Thad Levine declined to discuss Molitor’s status during the season. That led to speculation that Molitor would not be retained. 
 
Molitor, though, led the Twins from a franchise-worst 103-loss season in 2016 to a turnaround this year that saw the Twins win 85 games and 
qualify for the second wild card spot in the American League. That made it the first time a team went from 100 losses to the playoffs in big-
league history. 
 
Molitor met with Falvey and Levine after the Twins lost to the Yankees in the AL wild card game on Tuesday. 
 
The Star Tribune reported that indications are  Molitor’s coaching staff will return intact. The Twins have not issued an official statement 
regarding Molitor’s status. 
 
Molitor, who was inducted into the Hall of Fame after a playing career with Milwaukee, Toronto and the Twins, was hired to replace Ron 
Gardenhire after the Twins went 70-92 in 2014. Molitor led the Twins to an 83-79 record in 2015 as the Twins stayed in the playoff hunt before 
being eliminated in the final weekend of the season. 
 
That success was forgotten last year as the Twins got off to an 0-9 start en route to a 59-103 finish that resulted in Terry Ryan being fired as 
general manager in July. It was expected Molitor would be in trouble as well once the season ended, but Twins owner Jim Pohlad told Falvey 
and Levine that the one person they could not fire last offseason was Molitor. 
 
Molitor rewarded Pohlad for his faith by helping the Twins rebound in 2017. He is a leading candidate to be named American League manager 
of the year. 
 
Despite the Twins’ success, Pohlad gave Falvey and Levine the ability to make a managerial change after this season. It now appears that won’t 
happen. 
 
Report says Miguel Sano has ‘not ruled out’ surgery for his ailing shin 

Derek Wemore | 1500 ESPN | October 5, 2017  

 
The Twins lost a one-game playoff with the Yankees in New York on Tuesday, and they did it without their star slugger, Miguel Sano. He was left 
off the Wild Card roster entirely, after he apparently couldn’t get through team workouts the day before the Wild Card game. 
 
After the game,  a report from ESPN Deportes said that Sano says he has not ruled out surgery. 
 
“May need surgery, maybe not,” Sano said in the report, which is in Spanish. 
 
Sano missed most of the final six weeks of the season after he fouled a couple balls of his left shin, and later was diagnosed with a stress 
reaction. He tried to ramp up his activity in the final weekend of the season against the Tigers, but looked out of sorts at the plate, and also 
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didn’t have a good day physically on the final day of the regular season, according to manager Paul Molitor. 
 
Typically, a stress reaction wouldn’t require surgery, but it’s not unheard of. The injury is typically seen as a precursor to a stress fracture. 
 
According to the translated quotes Sano gave in Spanish, he told ESPN Deportes reporter Enrique Rojas that Sano will wait for a month for 
deciding whether or not the srugery is necessary. 
 
Sano could not be reached for comment for this story. 
 
The young slugger batted .264/.352/.507 with 28 home runs and 77 RBIs. He finished the year tied with Brian Dozier for first on the Twins with a 
.361 Weighted On-Base Average. 
 
Twins enter offseason with high energy, confidence 

Associated Press | October 4, 2017 

 
MINNEAPOLIS — The Minnesota Twins began the season carrying the indignity of those team-record 103 losses last year, an ugly splotch that 
hung around like a mosquito that had miraculously survived the winter. 
 
The hangover didn’t last long. 
 
With two new executives, the season had a natural fresh-start feeling and pride on the field came trickling back with a four-game winning streak 
to start things off. 
 
Continued overall improvement and an ability to avoid long losing streaks, coupled with a sluggish start by the defending American League 
champion Cleveland Indians, allowed the Twins to take the division lead and hold it for five straight weeks until mid-June. 
 
Even after a rough road trip prompted trades of two veteran pitchers for prospects before the non-waiver deadline, these Twins roared back in 
early August. An onslaught of offense propelled them to the second AL wild card for their first postseason appearance in seven years. 
 
The fun lasted less than four hours in New York, with an 8-4 loss to the Yankees . The game was their 13th consecutive postseason defeat, tying 
a major league record, and extended for the franchise and its fans a maddening narrative of October failures against the storied Yankees. 
 
Only one player, Joe Mauer, can claim that experience, though. Nobody else on the roster was around in 2010. The confidence built by the 2017 
success and the belief in still-unreached potential will be what follows the Twins into the winter. Those who were a part of the 2016 team will 
always be a trivia-question answer, but the 26-win turnaround this year served as a formal burial of that brutal 59-103 record. 
 
“We’re not satisfied by any means, but at the same time you learn from these things,” second baseman Brian Dozier said. “Just the optimism 
that this team has day in and day out, expecting to win every single day, I can’t be more proud.” 
 
The youth and balance of the lineup is the best asset the Twins will take forward, followed closely by their defense and speed on the bases. 
What made their surge down the stretch so impressive was the variety of position players who contributed while All-Star third baseman Miguel 
Sano sat out. 
 
The handful of 30-somethings on the roster, from the $23 million man, Mauer, to backup catcher Chris Gimenez, who was in spring training on a 
minor league contract, remarked often about this being the most enjoyable season of their careers. 
 
“This is the type of year that can make an old guy feel young,” Gimenez said. 
 
Here are some important issues surrounding the Twins heading toward the 2018 season: 
 
SKIPPER STATUS 
 
Paul Molitor’s work put him in strong contention for the AL Manager of the Year award, but he finished his third season on the job on an 
expiring contract without promise of more from chief baseball officer Derek Falvey and general manager Thad Levine. Molitor’s status will be 
the first order of business, but a dismissal at this point would be difficult to see. 
 
“He does so much, having his hands in on every single thing,” Dozier said. “When you’ve got a guy like that, we feel lucky.” 
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SLOW RECOVERY 
 
Sano fouled a ball off his left shin on Aug. 19 and didn’t return until the final weekend of the regular season, failing to display enough progress 
to be included on the wild card roster. Sano led the Twins with an .859 on-base-plus-slugging percentage, posting 28 home runs and 77 RBIs in 
114 games. His health and conditioning will remain a concern until he can play a full year without going to the disabled list. 
 
ROTATION HOLES 
 
Ervin Santana, his wild card clunker at Yankee Stadium aside, gave the Twins a reliable front man for a starting five that stumbled through the 
previous five seasons. Jose Berrios made major strides after a bad rookie year. Kyle Gibson bounced back from two Triple-A demotions, with the 
Twins winning each of his last eight starts. But help is still needed. 
 
Adalberto Mejia had a mixed at best rookie season. Bartolo Colon will be 45 next year. Phil Hughes and Trevor May are coming off surgeries. 
Trading for an established veteran is likely the quickest avenue to improvement. 
 
CLOSING TIME 
 
Glen Perkins likely threw his final pitch for the Twins after an inspired comeback from a shoulder injury. Brandon Kintzler, who along with one-
start-and-done pitcher Jaime Garcia was dealt at the deadline, will be a candidate to re-sign. Kintzler’s replacement, Matt Belisle, is also a free 
agent. Determining the 2018 closer is another top item to settle. 
 
Report: Paul Molitor expected to manage the Twins in 2018 

Bill Baer | NBC Sports | October 5, 2017 

 
Manager Paul Molitor will return on a new contract with the Twins for at least the 2018 season, La Velle E. Neal III of the Star Tribune reports. 
Nothing is official yet, but CBO Derek Falvey is expected to meet with the media on Friday. 
 
Molitor, 61, completed his third season at the helm of the Twins. The club lost 103 games in 2016, but went 85-77 this past regular season (a 26-
game improvement) and won the second slot in the American League Wild Card. They lost 8-4 to the Yankees on Tuesday. 
 
The Twins were the first team to make the playoffs one season after losing 100 games, an achievement shared by Molitor with his talented 
players. 
 
Molitor earned enshrinement in the Hall of Fame as a player, posting an .817 OPS with 3,319 hits across parts of 21 seasons, three of which 
were spent with the Twins at the end of his career. 
 
Twins Make Offer To Paul Molitor 

Steve Adams | MLB Trade Rumors | October 6, 2017  

 
TODAY: There’s still a chance that changes could be made to the coaching staff, Neal reports, which could be a reason the contract has yet to be 
finalized.  The two sides continued to negotiate details late yesterday evening. 
 
THURSDAY, 7:22pm: Berardino cites two sources in reporting that Molitor is weighing an offer to return to manage the team in 2018. To this 
point, there’s been no report of a multi-year offer for Molitor, and Berardino writes that there’s “still work to be done” to finalize the deal. 
 
6:33pm: Mike Berardino of the Pioneer Press tweets that nothing has been signed or formally agreed to yet, but Molitor has been asked back 
for the 2018 season. 
 
6:02pm: Paul Molitor’s three-year contract as Twins manager expired at the end of the 2017 season, but Charley Walters of the St. Paul Pioneer 
Press reports (via Twitter) that Molitor will return to manage the team under a new contract. La Velle E. Neal III of the Minneapolis Star Tribune 
hears the same and adds that indications signal the return of the Twins’ entire coaching staff as well. Chief baseball officer Derek Falvey will 
address the media tomorrow, per Neal. 
 
While a new deal for Molitor was expected by many, it wasn’t quite a given. Molitor was initially hired as the successor to longtime manager 
Ron Gardenhire, but that hire was made by former general manager Terry Ryan, who was fired from his post last year. Some speculated that 
Falvey and general manager Thad Levine may want to bring in their own candidate to take over the dugout, but Molitor will now be signed 
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through at least the 2018 campaign. 
 
While the 2016 season was an unmitigated disaster, the Twins have surprised in two of Molitor’s three seasons at the helm. The 2015 club won 
83 games — a 13-game improvement over the preceding season — and was in contention for an AL Wild Card spot until the very last weekend 
of the regular season. Last year’s 103-loss campaign now looks to be largely an aberration, as Molitor’s Twins posted 85 wins and secured the 
second AL Wild Card spot this year before falling 8-4 against the Yankees. That surprising performance has positioned Molitor as one of the 
speculative front-runners for American League Manager of the Year honors. 
 
Molitor, of course, enjoyed a 21-year playing career and is among the most decorated offensive players in Major League history. The seven-time 
All-Star and four-time Silver Slugger winner finished his career with a .306/.369/.448 batting line, and his 3,319 career hits rank 10th all-time in 
MLB history. Molitor is widely praised by his former teammates and current players for his baseball intelligence, and while he may not be as 
sabermetrically inclined as some other skippers around the game, his arrival in Minnesota did prompt a much more aggressive implementation 
of defensive shifting. 
 
Overall, he’s managed the Twins to a 227-259 record in his three-year tenure, though the future looks considerably brighter in Minnesota 
following explosive second halves from young talents such as Byron Buxton, Jorge Polanco and Eddie Rosario. Those three will join a hopefully 
healthier Miguel Sano, outfielder Max Kepler and right-hander Jose Berrios in forming a long-term core that the Twins hope can lead to 
additional postseason appearances in the very near future. 
 
Target Field’s Metropolitan Club Set for 2018 Makeover 

Kevin Reichard | Ballpark Digest | October 5, 2017  

 
Big change set for Target Field in 2018: the right-field Metropolitan Club, limited to season-ticket holders since the ballpark opened, will be 
renovated with openable windows and available to any Minnesota Twins ticket holder. 
 
There is plenty of history at Target Field, ranging from town-ball homages to the reuse of a basketball court once used by the Minneapolis 
Lakers to the use of the original flagpole from Metropolitan Stadium (albeit at half its original height). The Metropolitan Club fit in this history 
theme with plenty of displays about the Met and the Twins teams of the 1960s and 1970s. As you’ll recall, Metropolitan Stadium was the first 
home of the Minnesota Twins, opening in 1956 as the home of the Class AAA Minneapolis Millers of the American Association and then 
expanded for the arrival of the relocating Washington Senators for the 1961 season. 
 
Being limited to season-ticket holders, however, did obviously limit its appeal, as was the commitment to a more upscale food experience, so 
the Minnesota Ballpark Authority voted today for a $15-million revamp that will renovate the space, add new outdoor seating with food and 
drink rails, and improve access from the suite level and the concourse. From KSTP-TV: 
 
During the commission’s meeting Thursday, Margaret Anderson Kelliher, chair of the MBA Commissioners, said opening the Metropolitan Club 
meets the authorities goal of benefiting the public. 
 
“(It’s) also responding to what people want in a baseball game, which is more of these gathering spaces to stand and watch and have a 
beverage,” she said. 
 
Indeed. The new space appears to take out much of the sit-down approach and replace it with a more casual bar-centric approach, creating a 
social space that’s very much in vogue these days–an approach, by the way, pioneered by the Twins when the ballpark opened in 2010. The 
Twins and the Minnesota Ballpark Authority will pick up the costs of the offseason renovation. 
 
 


