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                 FROM OC REGISTER       

Andrew Heaney’s strong outing and a late offensive outburst lead Angels to 10-
inning victory over Padres 

By Jeff Fletcher 

SAN DIEGO — After a rough weekend in which the Angels lost twice and emptied out their bullpen, they 
needed a victory and a deep outing from their starter. 

Justin Upton had the biggest contributions to provide the former, while Andrew Heaney supplied the 
latter. 

Kole Calhoun’s run-scoring ground-rule double and Upton’s two-run home run, sandwiched around a 
perfectly executed suicide from David Fletcher, gave the Angels a 6-3, 10-inning victory over the San 
Diego Padres on Monday night. 

Although the offense came too late for Heaney to get credit for the victory, he nonetheless did just what 
the Angels needed, pitching 7-1/3 innings and allowing two runs. 

Heaney might have gotten the loss if not for Upton robbing Eric Hosmer of a three-run homer in the 
eighth. 

Upton, who played for the Padres in 2015, said his familiarity with the wall helped. He leaped and 
grabbed the ball, just as a fan was reaching his glove to try to snag it. 

“I knew where the wall was,” he said. “I didn’t really have to look. I was very comfortable.” 

Upton had come up just short of catching a homer by Freddy Galvis in the third inning. So he’d been 50-
50 on homers in the field, and when he came to bat in the 10th, he had a chance to break the tie. 

His two-run homer padded the lead that was built on Calhoun’s RBI double and a perfect suicide 
squeeze from Fletcher. 

“Two for three,” Upton said, referring to his performance on would-be homers. “I’ll take it.” 

His 25th homer followed his double in the ninth, giving him 10 hits – and four homers – in his last 26 at-
bats. 

“He had a heckuva night tonight,” Heaney said. “I’m glad he’s out there.” 

Heaney also did a good job, which the Angels desperately needed. 

The Angels hoped for Heaney to give them some innings because starter Tyler Skaggs had been knocked 
out in the fourth on Saturday and they used all relievers to replace injured Nick Tropeano on Sunday. 
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Heaney could have pitched on Sunday on four days of rest, but the Angels opted to give him an extra 
day after he’d allowed five runs in five innings, with a slight dip in velocity, in his last outing. 

“I felt really good,” Heaney said. The extra rest “definitely didn’t hurt.” 

He came out throwing his normal 92 mph, and he was pounding the strike zone and getting the Padres 
hitters to make quick outs. 

He retired the first six hitters of the game on 29 pitches. Galvis tagged Heaney for a homer leading off 
the third, but Heaney then responded by retiring the next 12 hitters. 

After six innings, he’d still thrown only 73 pitches. He worked around a two-on, one-out jam with a 
couple strikeouts in the seventh, and Upton helped him avoid more serious trouble with his home-run 
saving catch in the eighth. 

The Angels had not given him much margin for error, because their offense in support of him was 
limited to the third inning. 

After the Angels’ first six hitters were retired by Clayton Richard, José Briceño led off the third by belting 
a homer into the upper deck in left field, a 423-foot shot. It was Briceño’s third homer of the season, and 
first since he’d homered in his first two major league starts, back in May. 

Young followed with a dribbler about 15 feet in front of the plate. Catcher Austin Hedges and Richard 
each gave way to the other, and Young had an infield hit. Young came around on a ground ball and a 
wild pitch. 

 

Prospect Taylor Ward set for major league debut with Angels 

By Jeff Fletcher 

SAN DIEGO — Taylor Ward dressed in a corner of the Angels clubhouse on Monday, in front of a locker 
with no name plate. 

Ward was at the doorstep, but not yet through the door, to fulfill his dream – and the dream of Angels 
fans starved to see the touted prospect play in the majors. 

The Angels brought the third baseman up from Triple-A on Monday, in order to activate him for his big-
league debut on Tuesday. The extra day allows him to get his bearings in the new surroundings before 
he needs to play. 

Starting Tuesday, expect him to get regular starts at third base, although Manager Mike Scioscia 
wouldn’t commit to just how regularly. 

“He’s going to get a good chance to play,” Scioscia said. “It’s tough to project how much playing time a 
guy will get because you’re still looking for production and performance. We don’t want to give him too 
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much where a young kid is swallowed by the experience, but we think he’s ready for it and he’ll get a 
chance to meet the challenge.” 

Ward, 24, was the Angels’ first-round pick in 2015, as a catcher. His stock dropped as he struggled in his 
first years in the farm system, with neither his offense nor his defensive living up to expectations. 

However, this season the Angels moved him from behind the plate to third, and he blossomed. 

He hit .345 with a .973 OPS at Double-A, and then .352 with a .979 OPS at Triple-A, earning the call to 
the majors. 

Keith Johnson, his manager at Triple-A, said he thinks being freed of the responsibility of catching helped 
his bat come to life. 

“Playing third base is still a mental position, but not so much as a catcher,” said Johnson, who is now up 
as a coach with the major league staff. “I think it freed his mind up a little. He’s also probably fresher.” 

As for his defense at third, Johnson said Ward has also “come a lot further in a short period of time than 
I thought he would. … He’s taken to it pretty good so far.” 

 

Angels’ Shohei Ohtani increases bullpen workload as he moves to return 

By Jeff Fletcher 

SAN DIEGO — Shohei Ohtani inched closer to being able to pitch again on Monday. 

Ohtani threw a 33-pitch bullpen session, with the catcher in the normal squatting position. It was his 
first time doing so since he was diagnosed with a damaged ulnar collateral ligament more than two 
months ago. He had thrown 23 pitches on Saturday, with the catcher standing. That was his first time 
throwing off the mound at all in his rehab. 

Ohtani said he threw at about 70 percent velocity on Monday, including three curveballs and three 
sliders. He did not throw any splitters, but he said he doesn’t need to work on that pitch as much. 

“As long as my fastball is working well, it goes with the splitter,” Ohtani said through his interpreter. “It’s 
something I don’t really need to work on.” 

The Angels will decide on Ohtani’s next step after seeing how he rebounds from this workout. The 
Angels are aiming to get him back on the mound by the end of the season. At the current pace of his 
rehab, early September seems a reasonable estimate. 

“What was important is I was able to get through the bullpen today and I was able to throw,” Ohtani 
said. “It was a step forward and that’s a good sign.” 

TROUT UPDATE 
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Mike Trout is on the East Coast tending to a personal family matter, the Angels said. 

Trout is eligible to come off the disabled list on Thursday, the opening of a four-game series in Texas, but 
the Angels are uncertain if he’ll be ready by then. 

Trout has been out since he jammed his right wrist bracing himself against the dirt on a feet-first slide on 
Aug. 1. 

ALSO 

The Angels recalled right-hander Osmer Morales to add coverage to their bullpen as they scramble to 
cover for the two starters they recently placed on the disabled list. They are facing the prospect of 
having bullpen games in each of the first two games at Texas. Morales, 25, has a 6.22 ERA at Triple-A 
Salt Lake, although Manager Mike Scioscia said he’s been pitching better lately. … 

Reliever Eduardo Paredes was optioned to make room for Morales. … 

Andrelton Simmons returned to the Angels’ lineup on Monday after being scratched from Sunday’s 
game with a sore knee… 

The Angels extended their player development contract with Salt Lake for four more years, through 
2022. Salt Lake has been the Angels’ Triple-A affiliate since 2001. 

UP NEXT 

Angels (RHP Jaime Barría, 7-7, 3.59) at Padres (RHP Brett Kennedy, 0-1, 13.50), Tuesday, 7 p.m., Fox 
sports West, KLAA (830 AM) 

 

                 FROM LOS ANGELES TIMES      

Angels outfielder Mike Trout may not return when expected because of 
personal matters 

By Jeffrey Sanders 

Mike Trout may not return Thursday as hoped. 

The two-time American League MVP outfielder is away from the team to tend to a personal family 
matter and the Angels are unsure whether he’ll be able to play Thursday, when he is eligible to return 
from the right wrist inflammation that sent him to the 10-day disabled list Aug. 9 (retroactive to Aug. 6). 

Trout, 27, has not played since Aug. 1. 

He is hitting .309/.459/.624 with 30 homers, 60 RBIs and 21 steals. 
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                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

Upton robs HR, hits blast in 10th to lift Halos 

By Maria Guardado 

SAN DIEGO -- Justin Upton lifted the Angels with both his bat and his glove on Monday, making a game-
saving catch in left field and crushing a two-run home run to cap a four-run 10th inning that powered 
the Halos to a 6-3 win over the Padres in their series opener at Petco Park. 

With the game tied, 2-2, in the 10th, the Angels mounted a rally against reliever Craig Stammen and 
scored the go-ahead run with the help of a communication breakdown in the Padres' outfield. After Eric 
Young Jr. reached on a fielder's choice and pinch-hitter Shohei Ohtani walked, Kole Calhounlifted a fly 
ball to right-center field that split outfielders Manuel Margot and Hunter Renfroe and bounced in for a 
ground-rule double, scoring Young from second. 

David Fletcher brought in an insurance run with a perfectly executed suicide squeeze, and Upton then 
crushed a first-pitch slider out to left-center field for his 25th home run of the season and a 6-2 lead. 

"He had a hell of a night," left-hander Andrew Heaney said. 

Eric Hosmer homered to cut the deficit to 6-3 in the bottom of the 10th, but Blake Parker retired 
Margot on a flyout and A.J. Ellis on a groundout to end the game. 

The late comeback ensured that the Angels didn't squander a strong start from Heaney, who gave up 
two runs on four hits while walking one and striking out six over 7 1/3 innings. Heaney's effort couldn't 
have come at a better time for the Angels' bullpen, which had been asked to pitch a combined 14 2/3 
innings over the club's previous two games. 

"I think we did a good job on the mound tonight," manager Mike Scioscia said. "Andrew Heaney was 
terrific." 

Heaney took to the mound in the eighth inning aiming to protect the Angels' 2-1 lead, but he fell into 
trouble after surrendering back-to-back singles to Freddy Galvis and Jose Pirela, putting runners on the 
corners with no outs. Hosmer then sent a deep drive to left field, but Upton leapt at the wall to rob him 
of a three-run home run. Hosmer had to instead settle for a sacrifice fly that tied the game. 

• Ohtani throws 2nd bullpen, increases intensity 

"I felt like I had a chance at it," Upton said. "Once I got to the track, I kind of felt where I was, and I had a 
better gauge for it. I just went up and caught it." 

The Angels put the go-ahead run at second base in the ninth after Upton delivered a leadoff double to 
left field, but reliever Kirby Yates struck out Albert Pujols, Andrelton Simmons and Jose 
Fernandez swinging to leave him stranded. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/489334/craig-stammen
http://m.mlb.com/player/458913/eric-young-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/458913/eric-young-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/594777/kole-calhoun
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/664058/david-fletcher
http://m.mlb.com/player/571760/andrew-heaney
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/453284/blake-parker
http://m.mlb.com/player/454560/aj-ellis
http://m.mlb.com/player/520471/freddy-galvis
http://m.mlb.com/player/517369/jose-pirela
https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/shohei-ohtani-throws-bullpen-without-incident/c-290219156
http://m.mlb.com/player/489446/kirby-yates
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
http://m.mlb.com/player/628336/jose-fernandez
http://m.mlb.com/player/628336/jose-fernandez
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Upton went 2-for-5 with two RBIs to extend his hitting streak to six games. He his batting .417 (10-for-
24) with four home runs with nine RBIs over that span. 

"Everybody likes hits," Upton said. "I'll take it." 

The Angels jumped out to a 2-0 lead by scoring a pair of runs off left-hander Clayton Richard in the 
third. Jose Briceno opened the scoring by blasting an 0-1 fastball into the left-field seats for his third 
home run of the season. Young then hit a dribbler out in front of the plate for an infield single and 
advanced to second on Calhoun's one-out single. 

After taking third on Fletcher's groundout, Young scored on a wild pitch to push the Angels' lead to 2-0. 

Working quickly and efficiently, Heaney retired 18 of the first 19 batters he faced, the exception being 
Galvis' home run in the third inning, which cut the Angels' lead to 2-1. 

The Padres tested him in the seventh after Wil Myers drew a leadoff walk and advanced to second 
on Christian Villanueva's one-out infield single, but Heaney induced popouts from Austin 
Hedges and Franmil Reyes to emerge from the jam unscathed. 

MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 
After Briceno doubled to begin the 10th, Young attempted to bunt him over to third, but the ball was hit 
softly in front of the plate, allowing catcher Hedges to quickly field it and fire to third. Briceno was 
initially ruled safe, but the call was overturned after replay review showed that he was tagged out by 
Galvis before reaching the bag. 

UP NEXT 
Right-hander Jaime Barria (7-7, 3.59 ERA) will take the mound on Tuesday as the Angels and Padres 
continue their three-game Interleague series at 7:10 p.m. PT at Petco Park. He will be opposed by San 
Diego right-hander Brett Kennedy (0-1, 13.50 ERA). Barria, who is set to make his first career 
appearance against the Padres, is 2-0 with a 2.70 ERA in his last three starts for the Angels. 

 

Ohtani throws 2nd bullpen, increases intensity 

By Maria Guardado 

SAN DIEGO -- Shohei Ohtani completed a 33-pitch bullpen session without incident on Monday. Ohtani 
estimated that he threw at about a 70 percent effort level, a higher intensity than his first session off the 
mound on Saturday. 

"Everything went pretty well, just as I expected," Ohtani said. "It was a step forward, and that's a good 
sign." 

Ohtani primarily threw fastballs, though he also incorporated three curveballs and three sliders. Ohtani 
has not yet thrown his splitter, as he feels it needs less work than his breaking balls, which are feel 
pitches. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/453385/clayton-richard
http://m.mlb.com/player/593993/jose-briceno
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/570799/christian-villanueva
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/614177/franmil-reyes
http://m.mlb.com/player/642545/jaime-barria
http://m.mlb.com/player/664028/brett-kennedy
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
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The 24-year-old rookie has not pitched for the Angels since June 6 due to a Grade 2 sprain of the ulnar 
collateral ligament in his right elbow. 

 

Angels to call up third-base prospect Ward 

Former first-round pick expected to be activated Tuesday 

By Maria Guardado 

SAN DIEGO -- It won't be official until Tuesday, but third baseman Taylor Ward is finally getting his first 
crack at the Majors. 

Ward, who is ranked the Angels' No. 8 prospect by MLB Pipeline, joined the Angels on Monday at Petco 
Park and is expected to be activated on Tuesday. A first-round Draft pick of the Angels in 2015, Ward has 
emerged as an offensive force this season, batting .349 with a .977 OPS, 14 home runs and 60 RBIs in 
102 games between Double-A Mobile and Triple-A Salt Lake. 

Ward, 24, was originally drafted as a catcher before making the transition to third base this season. The 
Angels believe his breakthrough at the plate is tied to the position change, as he no longer has to worry 
about handling pitchers. 

"His bat has really blossomed," manager Mike Scioscia. "I think we always thought he had this offensive 
potential, but I think getting out from behind the plate has shown what a good offensive player he can 
be. He's going to get a chance to play and hopefully contribute. He'll give us some offense at third base." 

Ward's path to the Majors became clearer after the Angels designated Luis Valbuena for assignment last 
week. The Angels have been using a combination of Kaleb Cowart, Jefry Marte and Jose Fernandez to 
fill their void at third base, but Ward will get a chance to play there regularly once he is officially added 
to the roster. 

"He's going to get a good chance to play," Scioscia said. "It's tough to just project how much playing time 
a guy will get because you're still looking for production and performance. You certainly don't want to 
give him too much to where a young kid is swallowed up by what the experience is. But we think he's 
ready for it, and he'll get a chance to meet the challenge." 

Trout update 
Mike Trout did not travel with the club to San Diego, as he is currently on the East Coast attending to a 
personal family matter. The Angels had been hoping to get Trout back on Thursday, when he's eligible to 
come off the 10-day disabled list, but this development has cast doubt on his availability. Trout has been 
sidelined since Aug. 1 with an inflamed right wrist. 

Worth noting 
• Shortstop Andrelton Simmons returned to the lineup on Monday after missing one game with left 
knee soreness. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=ana
http://m.mlb.com/player/472528/luis-valbuena
http://m.mlb.com/player/592230/kaleb-cowart
http://m.mlb.com/player/527043/jefry-marte
http://m.mlb.com/player/628336/jose-fernandez
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
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• The Angels called up right-hander Osmer Morales from Triple-A Salt Lake and optioned right-
hander Eduardo Paredes on Monday. It is the first stint in the Majors for the 25-year-old Morales, who 
has logged a 6.22 ERA over 92 2/3 innings for Salt Lake this year. Scioscia said Morales is a potential 
starting option for the Angels, who currently have two vacancies in their rotation following the injuries 
to Tyler Skaggs and Nick Tropeano. 

• The Angels announced Monday that they have signed a two-year extension of their player 
development contract with the Salt Lake Bees. The new deal will cover the 2021-2022 seasons. The two 
clubs have been affiliates since 2001. 

 

         FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS      

Angels score 4 runs in 10th inning, beat Padres 6-3 

By Tim Liotta 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Justin Upton caught one home run ball, just missed snatching another. And then he 
hit one of his own. 

“Two for three on home run balls? I’ll take that,” Upton said after his two-run shot capped a four-run, 
10th-inning rally that carried the Los Angeles Angels past the San Diego Padres 6-3 on Monday night. 

Upton robbed pinch-hitter Eric Hosmer in the eighth when he went above the left-field wall to turn a go-
ahead, three-run homer into a tying sacrifice fly. 

“Justin Upton makes the play of the night, taking away a home run,” Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. 
“Keeping it 2-2 in the eighth, that’s huge.” 

Hosmer hit a 3-0 pitch from Angels starter Andrew Heaney high and deep to the opposite field. 

“I knew (Hosmer) got it good,” Heaney said. “Obviously, J-Up made a great play. He had a hell of a night 
tonight. I’m glad he’s out there.” 

Upton just missed making an identical play in the third inning on a home run off the bat of Freddy Galvis. 

“Initially, I thought I had it. How high it was, I thought I was going to catch it,” Upton said. “It just kept 
carrying. He hit it a little better than I thought.” 

Kole Calhoun hit a tiebreaking ground-rule double in the 10th for the Angels, a towering drive that fell 
between Manuel Margot and Hunter Renfroe in right-center before bouncing over the fence. 

“I think Hunter kind of pulled up,” Padres manager Andy Green said. “I don’t know if he thought he 
heard Manny say something.” 

http://m.mlb.com/player/622161/eduardo-paredes
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
http://m.mlb.com/player/607374/nick-tropeano
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Shohei Ohtani scored on David Fletcher’s perfect squeeze bunt, and Upton made it 6-2 when he 
connected off Craig Stammen (5-2) for his 25th homer. 

Jose Briceno, who homered early for the Angels, opened the 10th with a double but was thrown out at 
third by catcher Austin Hedges on Eric Young Jr.’s bunt. Briceno was originally ruled safe, but the call 
was overturned after a replay review. 

Young then stole second and Ohtani drew a pinch-hit walk to set up Calhoun’s big hit. 

Blake Parker gave up a solo homer to Hosmer in the bottom half. 

The Angels got 7 1/3 innings of four-hit ball from Heaney. 

The Padres failed to score after putting runners on first and second in the ninth when reliever Cam 
Bedrosian (4-2) got Galvis to foul out. 

San Diego pulled even at 2 in the eighth when Galvis scored on Hosmer’s deep sacrifice fly. Galvis led off 
the inning with a single and went to third on Jose Pirela’s single. 

Galvis hit a solo homer off Heaney in the third, just beyond the reach of a leaping Upton. One day 
earlier, Galvis had a grand slam in San Diego’s 9-3 win over the Phillies. 

Briceno homered in the top of the third, and Young scored on a wild pitch by Padres starter Clayton 
Richard. 

Winless on the road this season, Heaney held San Diego to two runs. In his previous 10 starts away from 
home, he was 0-5 with a 5.30 ERA. 

Richard, who gave up two runs and four hits over eight innings, is winless in his last nine starts. The left-
hander entered 0-4 with a 7.29 ERA in eight starts since his most recent victory on June 22. 

“Individually it was probably a step in the right direction, but unfortunately just not quite enough,” 
Richard said. “The guys fought hard. It stinks having a game like that.” 

WEB GEM 

Margot made the defensive play of the game with a full-out diving catch on the dead run of Jefry 
Marte’s sinking line drive to end the third inning. 

HOT CORNER 

Wil Myers came off the 10-day disabled list and played third base for the first time this season — and 
second time in his five-year career. Of course, five of the Angels’ first six batted balls went his way. 
Myers caught Calhoun’s line drive, then threw out Fletcher and Upton on grounders in the first inning. 
Myers’ busy night didn’t end until he had recorded eight assists and one putout. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 
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Angels: Ohtani (elbow) threw a 33-pitch bullpen before the game. “Everything went pretty well,” he said 
through a translator. “This was a very good step for me. I’m definitely moving forward. Hopefully I’ll be 
able to pitch again this season.” ... OF Mike Trout has left the team to handle a family matter. The Angels 
declined to say how long Trout would be away. The two-time AL MVP is eligible to come off the 10-day 
disabled list Thursday after missing time with a bruised right wrist. Los Angeles has 14 players on the DL. 

UP NEXT 

Angels: Rookie RHP Jaime Barria (7-7, 3.59 ERA) makes his 18th start of the year. He is 2-0 with a 2.70 
ERA over his last three starts. 

Padres: RHP Brett Kennedy (0-1) makes his second major league start, six days after allowing six runs in 
four innings against Milwaukee. He became the first pitcher since 1900 to give up three consecutive 
homers in the first inning of his debut. 

 

Ohtani throws 33-pitch bullpen, but no splitters yet 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Shohei Ohtani moved another step closer to pitching again this season for the Los 
Angeles Angels when he threw a 33-pitch pregame bullpen session Monday. 

It was the second pitching workout in three days for the right-hander, and his first time throwing to a 
catcher in a squat since his last game action on the mound June 6. Ohtani has been held back from 
pitching by a sprained right elbow, though the two-way rookie has been a regular in the Angels’ lineup 
at designated hitter. 

“Everything went pretty well,” Ohtani said through a translator before a game against San Diego. “This 
was a very good step for me. I’m definitely moving forward. Hopefully I’ll be able to pitch again this 
season.” 

Ohtani estimated he pitched at 70 percent effort. He threw all of his pitches except his splitfinger 
fastball. 

“I just wanted to get the feel of the mound and the ball, throwing off the hill,” Ohtani said. 

On Saturday in Oakland, Ohtani threw 23 pitches to a standing catcher in his first serious throwing 
session since receiving stem-cell and platelet-rich plasma injections to treat his sprained ulnar collateral 
ligament in June. 

The Angels also announced that Mike Trout had left the team to handle a family matter. Los Angeles 
declined to say how long Trout would be away. The two-time AL MVP is eligible to come off the 10-day 
disabled list Thursday after missing time with a right wrist contusion. 

“Mike is not in baseball activities, but he is back East for a personal matter. We’ll leave it at that,” said 
manager Mike Scioscia, who several times refused to provide details. 
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Angels extend Triple-A affiliation with Salt Lake to 2022 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — The Los Angeles Angels have extended their Triple-A affiliation with the Salt 
Lake Bees for two years through the 2022 season. 

The Angels announced the deal Monday. 

The Angels have been affiliated with the Salt Lake club since 2001, when they were the Stingers. The 
new deal will extend the clubs’ affiliation for at least 22 seasons. 

Most of the current generation of Angels stars have played in Salt Lake, including Mike Trout, Kole 
Calhoun and Jered Weaver. 

 

                 FROM MLB.COM       

ROY poll leaders working on historic seasons 

 Nationals' Soto, Yankees' Torres hold comfortable leads in sample voting 

By Richard Justice 

Maybe the highest compliment to 19-year-old Nationals outfielder Juan Soto is that we've come to 
accept that he's just one of those special talents that comes along every so often. We understand that 
references to his age and lack of Minor League experience and all that other stuff do not matter. 
Sometimes, a guy is just different. 

That's why Soto received 31 of 32 first-place votes to open up a big lead over Braves outfielder Ronald 
Acuna Jr. in the latest poll of MLB.com's reporters. 

Soto began this season in the Class A South Atlantic League, and he had been widely projected to make 
his Major League debut in the second half of the 2019 season. When the Nationals were hit hard by 
injuries, general manager Mike Rizzo didn't hesitate to give the youngster a chance, and Soto hasn't 
disappointed. 

Meanwhile, Yankees second baseman Gleyber Torres continues to lead the American League rookie 
race, with teammate Miguel Andujar coming in second. Torres got 21 of 32 first-place votes, followed 
by Andujar (seven) and the Angels' Shohei Ohtani (four). 

Here's a breakdown of the latest voting: 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

Juan Soto, Nationals (158 points) 
Soto leads all Major League rookies in OPS (.968), OBP (.421) and walks (53). Despite not making his 

http://m.mlb.com/player/665742/juan-soto
http://m.mlb.com/player/660670/ronald-acuna-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/660670/ronald-acuna-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/650402/gleyber-torres
http://m.mlb.com/player/609280/miguel-andujar
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
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debut until May 20, he's sixth with 15 home runs. Soto's 15 home runs rank as the sixth most among 
teenagers in big league history. He's just one behind Hall of Famer Ken Griffey Jr., who is fifth on the list. 
Ronald Acuna Jr., Braves (69 points) 
If not for Soto, Acuna probably would be the runaway choice for the NL Rookie of the Year Award. He 
made his debut on April 25 and promptly homered a day later. Acuna was hitting .421 at the end of 
April, and except for a month on the DL with a left knee injury, he has been an electric performer. On 
Monday, the 20-year-old became just the fourth player in MLB history to lead off both games of a 
doubleheader with a home run, giving him 10 homers in 23 games since moving to the top spot in the 
order at the All-Star break. 

Brian Anderson, Marlins (40 points) 
Anderson's rookie season has been a spectacular success. He leads all MLB rookies in multihit games 
(37), and he is batting .398 with runners in scoring position. Anderson also has eight outfield assists, 
which is just two off the MLB lead shared by four players. 

Others receiving votes: Dereck Rodriguez, Giants; Jack Flaherty, Cardinals; Jesse Winker, 
Reds; Harrison Bader, Cardinals; Seranthony Dominguez, Phillies; Walker Buehler, Dodgers. 

AMERICAN LEAGUE 

Gleyber Torres, Yankees (133 points) 
Torres is the seventh MLB player in history to hit at least 18 home runs in his first 75 games before 
turning 22. His seven three-run home runs are tied for most in the Majors, and he was voted onto the AL 
All-Star team via the player ballot, becoming the fourth Yankee named to the All-Star team at 21 or 
younger, joining Joe DiMaggio (1936), Mickey Mantle ('52-53) and Willie Randolph ('76). 

Miguel Andujar, Yankees (92 points) 
Andujar leads MLB rookies with 31 doubles, 51 extra base hits and 58 RBIs. Including his five-game stint 
last season, his 52 extra-base hits in his first 111 career games tied him with Joe Gordon, Aaron 
Judge and Gary Sanchez for third most in Yankees history, trailing only DiMaggio and Bob Meusel. 

Shohei Ohtani, Angels (47 points) 
Ohtani was on his way to being the runaway AL Rookie of the Year Award winner until a right elbow 
injury interrupted his pitching career in early June. The Angels won seven of his nine starts, and he 
averaged just over a baserunner per inning and 11.1 strikeouts per nine. Ohtani has an .826 OPS in 31 
games since returning from the disabled list as exclusively a hitter, but the Halos are hopeful he will 
pitch again this season. 

Others receiving votes: Lou Trivino, Athletics; Brad Keller, Royals; Shane Bieber, Indians. 
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      FROM YAHOO! SPORTS       

Padres' Kennedy looking for better fate vs. Angels 

 By STATS 

SAN DIEGO -- There are so many young starting pitchers advancing in the Padres' minor league system 
that two or three bad outings could spell doom for an auditioning starter. 

Right-hander Walker Lockett learned that last Saturday when a third bad start bought him a return 
ticket to Triple-A El Paso. 

Rookie right-hander Brett Kennedy could be feeling a little of that pressure Tuesday night as he faces the 
Los Angeles Angels of Anaheim at Petco Park in his second major league start. 

Kennedy's major league debut on Aug. 8 didn't go that well. He gave up six runs on 11 with three 
strikeouts over four innings. He did settle down a bit after serving up back-to-back-to-back home runs in 
the Brewers' five-run first at Milwaukee. 

The 23-year-old was promoted from Triple-A El Paso with excellent credentials -- a 10-0 record with a 
glistening 2.72 earned run average in the hitter-happy western regions of the Pacific Coast League. 

But time could be of the essence here for all Padres pitchers at the moment. Rookie left-hander Eric 
Lauer is expected to return soon from the disabled list. Top prospects Cal Quantrill and Logan Allen are 
pitching well at El Paso after being bumped up from Double-A San Antonio. And Chris Paddack and 
Michel Baez have impressed in their first starts at Double-A. 

The Padres could finish the season with a six-man rotation that includes five rookies. Will Kennedy be 
one? We'll know more after Tuesday night's second game of a three-game, interleague series against 
the Angels at Petco Park. 

Opposing Kennedy will be 22-year-old Angels rookie right-hander Jaime Barria (7-7, 3.59 ERA). 

Barria has never faced the Padres. But the 6-foot-1, 210-pound Panamanian is beginning to draw 
attention. 

On the season, Barria has a 1.209 WHIP and a .244 opponents' batting average to go with his ERA. 
Among American League rookie pitchers, Barria ranks third in wins and opponents' batting average and 
fourth in ERA. 

In his most recent start, Barria pitched 5 2/3 scoreless innings against Detroit, allowing five hits and a 
walk with five strikeouts to get credit for the win. In his last three starts, Barria is 2-0 with a 2.70 ERA -- 
after going 0-6 with a 5.19 ERA in his seven starts leading up to the turn-around. 

This will be Barria's fourth interleague start and eighth road start. 

https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/sdg
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/laa
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/teams/mil
https://sports.yahoo.com/mlb/players/10501/
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He is 1-2 on the road with a 6.35 ERA in his first three outings against National League teams. And he is 
3-3 with a 3.50 ERA in his first seven road starts this season despite a .255 opponents' batting average 
and a 1.31 WHIP. At Angels Stadium, Barria is 4-4 with a 3.66 ERA in 10 starts with a .236 opponents' 
batting average and a 1.15 WHIP. 

As for Kennedy, the Brewers had a .550 batting average against him, going 11-for-20. 

A second bad outing might not get him an immediate return flight to El Paso. But as Lockett can attest, 
there isn't a long leash these days for pitchers auditioning for future spots in the Padres' rotation. 

 

            FROM MLB TRADE RUMORS      

Angels Select Contract Of Osmer Morales 

 By Jeff Todd 

The Angels have selected the contract of right-hander Osmer Morales, per a club announcement. Fellow 
righty Eduardo Paredes was optioned to create active roster space. 

Morales, 25, receives his first shot at the majors despite the fact that he’s carrying only a 6.22 ERA in 92 
2/3 Triple-A frames on the season. He has long carried appealing K/BB rates in the minors, but is 
generating just 8.1 K/9 against 5.1 BB/9 thus far this year. 

As the Halos get a look at Morales, they’ll send the 23-year-old Paredes back to Triple-A. He has 
generally performed well in the minors, but carries only a 5.53 ERA with 7.1 K/9 and 2.9 BB/9 in 40 2/3 
MLB innings over the past two seasons. 

 

 

                 FROM THE DESERT SUN      

Angels promote Taylor Ward, the Shadow Hills star whose batting average led 
the minor leagues 

 By Shad Powers 

It's happening. Shadow Hills product Taylor Ward will officially become the fourth player from a desert 
high school to make the Major Leagues.  

Ward was called up by the Angels on Monday, but he won't be officially activated until Tuesday before 
the Angels game at San Diego against the Padres. 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/register/player.fcgi?id=morale001osm&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/p/pareded01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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Ward, converted from catcher to third base before the season started, was dominating with the Triple A 
Salt Lake Bees. In fact, his .352 batting average in 60 games with the Bees led all of the minor leagues. 
He had 42 runs, 35 RBIs, eight homers, and he showed some speed as well with 10 steals. 

The 2012 Shadow Hills grad, who was a first-round pick of the Angels in 2015, was scrambling Monday 
to book a flight to join the team in San Diego.  

As he sifted through his messages, one of the many calls he accepted was from his high school coach at 
Shadow Hills, Teg Diffey.  

"He's super-stoked, so fired up," Diffey said after talking to Ward by phone while Ward was at the 
airport. "I get goose bumps just thinking about it. We knew the kid was pretty special when he came 
here from Florida way back when, and we couldn't be more proud of him." 

Diffey remembers his first impression of Ward, who played for the Knights from 2010 to 2012, the first 
varsity seasons in school history. 

"He was this sort of skinny kid with an Alabama baseball cap on and those big ears sticking out," Diffey 
said. "He looked athletic and I asked him what position he wanted to play and he said catcher and I 
thought well, let's see if you can throw. Then he threw and he had a big arm even back then, a plus-plus 
arm." 

Ward told The Desert Sun earlier this summer upon his promotion to Triple A that he could envision 
himself in an Angels uniform soon.  

"It feels amazing to get the promotion (to Triple A), I'm really excited that this could be a big year for 
me, and this could be the opportunity to get my foot in the door," Ward said in May. "Even though my 
dreams of myself in the majors always had me playing catcher, this change to third base has been going 
really good. And apparently the Angels saw that things are going well and I was learning and getting 
better, too." 

Ward becomes the fourth player to attend a desert high school and make it to the Major Leagues. Here 
is a look at the other three: 

Anthony Claggett: Claggett graduated from Palm Springs High School and was drafted in the 11th round 
by the Detroit Tigers in 2005. He played in three major league games in 2009, two for the Yankees and 
one for the Pirates. The pitcher yielded 11 runs in 3.2 innings of work. 

Chris Clapinski: Clapinski graduated from Palm Desert High School and went undrafted. However, the 
middle infielder made the majors with the Florida Marlins, playing a total of 70 games between 1999 
and 2000, batting .267 in 105 at-bats. He did have one home run, the only recorded by a desert player. 

Tony Perezchica: Perezchica graduated from Palm Springs High School and was drafted by the San 
Francisco Giants in the third round in 1984. He played a total of 69 games in the majors over four years 
from 1988-92. He played for the San Francisco Giants and the Cleveland Indians. He played shortstop, 
second base and third base and finished with a career batting average of .228 in 101 at-bats. He is 
currently the third-base coach for the Arizona Diamondbacks. 
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                 FROM SB NATION       

Even the Angels used a position player to pitch 

Now that Mike Scioscia has given in, the Colorado Rockies are the last holdout against the wave of 
position players pitching. 

By Grant Brisbee 

Francisco Arcia spent the last decade grinding in the minor leagues before finally getting the call to the 
majors, and when he made it up, he hit two home runs and drove in 10 runs in his first two games. Tony 
Gwynn never drove in six runs in a single game; Francisco Arcia did it in his second game in the majors. 
The odds are excellent that this is what Arcia will always be remembered for. 

At least, that’s how the normies will remember him. As a nerd, I’m obligated to remember him for 
something else. More specifically, as a nerd who has specialized in the position-player-pitching genre 
over the last several years, Arcia means more to me. For he pitched for the Angels on Sunday, and Mike 
Scioscia’s team was the last holdout against the position-player-pitching scourge. Now he’s infected. 
Everyone is infected. It’s over. 

This post from four years ago seems quaint. It’s a list of the last position players to pitch for every team, 
and it included five teams — five! — that hadn’t had a position player pitch for them in the new 
millennium. Also, look at how excited about the topic I was! So young, so naïve. 

One of the holdouts were the Angels, who hadn’t let a position player pitch since Chili Davis in 1993. 
With Arcia’s scoreless outing, we need to update the list. 

This was almost a boring list, but there was one surprise at the top: 

The last position player to pitch for each team, as of August 12th, 2018 

Rockies — Todd Zeile, Sept 14th, 2002 
Yankees — Brendan Ryan, August 25, 2015 
Braves — Jonny Gomes, August 28, 2015 
Pirates — Erik Kratz, June 21, 2016 
Red Sox — Mitch Moreland, August 25, 2017 

Tigers — Andrew Romine, September 30, 2017 
Marlins — Bryan Holaday, April 7, 2018 
Giants — Pablo Sandoval, April 28, 2018 
Blue Jays — Kendrys Morales, May 20, 2018 
A’s — Jake Smolinski, June 13, 2018 

Phillies — Jesmuel Valentin, June 15, 2018 
Indians — Brandon Guyer, June 16, 2018 
Padres — Cory Spangenberg, June 20, 2018 
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Cardinals — Greg Garcia, June 21, 2018 
Royals — Drew Butera, July 7, 2018 

Nationals — Mark Reynolds, July 8, 2018 
Diamondbacks — Alex Avilia, July 11, 2018 
Mariners — Andrew Romine, July 12, 2018 
Astros — J.D. Davis, July 22, 2018 
Cubs — Victor Caratini, July 23, 2018 

Rangers — Ryan Rua, July 23, 2018 
Dodgers — Enrique Hernandez, July 24, 2018 
Rays — Jesus Sucre, July 27, 2018 
Mets — Jose Reyes, July 31, 2018 
Orioles — Danny Valencia, August 2, 2018 

Brewers — Erik Kratz, August 2, 2018 
White Sox — Matt Davidson, August 6, 2018 
Twins — Mitch Garver, August 6, 2018 
Reds — Phil Ervin, August 8, 2018 
Angels — Francisco Arcia, August 11, 2018 

More than two-thirds of the teams in Major League Baseball have used a position player to pitch since 
June 13th, which means we’re almost out of mystery and excitement. This is probably the last position-
player-pitching article I’ll write for the next few years, unless there’s a development that isn’t, “Boy, 
there sure are a lot of position players pitching still.” 

There is one holdout, though, and that’s the Colorado Rockies. This is amazing, considering that they 
play in Coors Field, which seems like a likely setting for a team to get blown out. And, indeed, the 
Rockies have lost by 10 runs or more in 22 different games at Coors Field since Todd Zeile came into 
pitch. Any one of those games would have been a good spot to use a position player. 

Except, 10 runs at Coors Field isn’t the same as 10 runs at AT&T Park. There would be hell to pay if a 
Rockies manager used a position player to pitch down by 10 runs, only to score 10 runs themselves after 
the position player pitched poorly. The Rockies feel like they’re never out of a game at Coors, and 
they’re not wrong. They’ve used a position player to pitch just twice in their history, and one of those 
happened in a magical game in which the Rockies didn’t have a choice. 

This doesn’t explain the 22 losses by 10 runs or more by the Rockies on the road, though. They really 
weren’t in those games, and they probably should have used a position player to pitch in at least one of 
them. Perhaps there’s an organizational edict against it. 

That list gives you a good sense of the position-player-pitching scourge, because you can see that nearly 
half the teams in baseball have used one since the All-Star break, and that seems like it was a week ago. 
We already knew that more position players are pitching than ever before, but the change is still 
stunning. There were 41 instances of a position player pitching from 1950 to 1979. There have been 53 
this season alone, and we still have nearly two more months to go. 
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It’s not that fun anymore. Here is an incomplete list of the only times I wish to be alerted to a position 
player pitching now: 

 Sidearmer/submarine pitcher 
 Fastball over 95 
 A Rockies player 
 Yasiel Puig 
 Every last Pablo Sandoval appearance 
 Knuckleballer 
 Anyone with a pitch as nasty as Chris Davis’ changeup 
 Close game/extra innings 

I’ll keep adding to that list as I see fit, but, please, don’t wake me for another Erik Kratz outing. Those 
used to be fun, but now they’re too popular. 

[takes long drag off a clove] 

I like position players pitching, but only their first two EPs. 

At least the Angels are on the list. Now we have the Rockies to look forward to. After that, though, we 
have Yankees, who last used a position player three years ago, and that doesn’t qualify for a drought. 
It’ll be over. It’ll be the end of position-player-pitching droughts. 

Bless the Rays for using more pitchers in the field, then. This is my new jam, and I implore other teams 
to start doing this more. It’s only fair. Baseball has lost the fresh, exciting feeling that comes with 
position players pitching. They owe us something new. 

They owe us something, dammit. 

This used to be such a fun topic. 

 

                 FROM SPORTS ILLUSTRATED      

The AL West Is the Best Divisional Race in Baseball 

By Jon Tayler 

Without warning, the AL West has become a race once again: With Seattle’s four-game sweep of the 
division-leading Astros and Oakland taking two of three from the Angels, the Astros no longer have the 
stranglehold they once had on the division. As such, we enter Monday’s action with Houston leading the 
red-hot Athletics by just 2 ½ games in the West, with the Mariners only four games out of first. And for 
the A’s and Mariners, this week will be crucial to their postseason dreams. 

Despite dropping four straight to Seattle, Houston remains on top of the West at 73–46, the second-best 
record in the majors (albeit distantly, with Boston destroying all comers at 85–35). Oakland’s 8–7 win 
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over Los Angeles on Sunday was its 70th victory of the season, more wins than the A’s logged in either 
2015 or ’16 and just five away from last year’s total. And Seattle has momentarily turned around a 
sluggish second half by sweeping the Astros and now sits at 69–50. Mariners fans will be thrilled to learn 
that record would put them in first place in literally any division but the AL East or West; here, it’s only 
good enough for third (and not even a playoff spot). 

Despite the tightening of the West, the projection systems still see this as a walk for the Astros. 
FanGraphs’ odds give Houston a 93.6% chance to win the division, with the A’s at 4.3% and the Mariners 
barely alive at 2%. Baseball Prospectus gives Oakland more of a shot, tagging the Astros as the favorites 
with 86.6% odds, followed by the A’s at 10.6%. Seattle once again is the longest of long shots, checking 
in at 2.8%. 

That’s on par with the season as a whole. Per FanGraphs, the Astros’ odds of winning the West have 
never dipped below 85.8%. That came all the way back on April 16, when Houston trailed the Angels 
(remember when they were contenders?) by three games. Los Angeles has long since faded, and despite 
some bumps on the way, the Astros settled into first place alone on June 14 and haven’t left that spot 
since. 

Houston’s lead was as big as six games after July 24, but it’s shrunk due to a pair of losing streaks (five 
games in late July and four games now) and Oakland’s absurd second half. The A’s are 15–6 since the All-
Star break, and since bottoming out both in record and the standings on June 15 at 34–36 and 11 ½ 
games out of first, Oakland has gone 36–12. In that time, the Athletics’ playoff odds have gone from a 
meager 3.1% to 59.3%, as they’ve seized control of the second wild card. 

Seattle, meanwhile, has lost the plot. On July 1, the Mariners were sitting pretty at 54–31, just half a 
game behind Houston in the West and holding a commanding eight-game lead over Oakland for the 
second wild card. Things have gone sour since, as the Mariners are 16–19 over the last six weeks and an 
even .500 since the All-Star break. Once seemingly assured of ending a 16-year postseason drought, 
Seattle is now looking up at the A’s in the wild-card standings, trailing by 1 ½ games. Concurrently, the 
Mariners’ playoff odds have gone from a season-high of 88.3% on July 5 to a decidedly weaker 41.3 
today. The A’s and M’s have been ships passing in the night the last six weeks—one headed for 
comfortable port, the other steering dangerously close to the rocks. 

 

For Seattle, then, this weekend’s sweep of Houston was absolutely crucial. The Mariners’ playoff odds 
bottomed out to 26.1% last Thursday after an 11–7 loss to Texas—one that saw Felix Hernandez 
mercilessly shelled and subsequently booted from the rotation—dropped them eight games back of 
Houston in the West and three behind Oakland in the wild card. Thanks to some clutch hitting and relief 

https://www.si.com/mlb/2018/08/10/felix-hernandez-seattle-mariners-bullpen
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work, though, the Mariners are still in the hunt—and this week offers them a chance to take control 
once more. 

Indeed, this week’s action will be a crucible of sorts for both the A’s and Mariners, who meet in Oakland 
for a three-game set that will either narrow the wild-card standings even further or blow them apart. 
Things get even trickier for the Athletics after the Mariners leave town, as Houston will then visit for a 
three-game set that could very well finish off the division race. 

For the A’s, it’s a week that could give them a golden chance to seize their own fate, or prove a fatal 
pitfall to their charmed season. But even beyond this week, there’s still plenty in the schedule to help 
and hurt each team. Both Houston and Seattle have 43 games left in its season; Oakland has 44 to go. 
Here’s how many are left versus above and below .500 teams, as well as head to head. 

TEAM vs. >.500 vs. <.500 vs. HOU vs. OAK vs. SEA 

HOU 20 23 — 6 6 

OAK 22 22 6 — 10 

SEA 25 18 6 10 — 

The final six weeks favor the Astros slightly in terms of quality of opponent left. The last week-plus of the 
season is particularly a gift: three against the Angels, three in Toronto, and four at woeful Baltimore. A 
three-game set with Boston is also on the docket, but the Astros’ road is easiest. It helps that they only 
have six head-to-head games apiece remaining against the teams chasing them in the standings, leaving 
both precious little ground to make up. 

In comparison, Seattle faces a true gauntlet: Beginning with this week, the Mariners will play three at 
Oakland, three against the Dodgers, three against the Astros, and three at Arizona. They’ll also get three 
games against the Yankees in early September at home. Seattle will get some breaks in there: a pair of 
two-game series versus San Diego, three against Baltimore, and seven games against last-place Texas in 
the last 10 days of the season. But their path is the toughest. 

Oakland lies in the middle, albeit with two rough stretches to navigate: this week at home against 
Seattle and Houston, and a run from Aug. 27 through Sept. 5 against the Astros, Mariners and Yankees—
the latter two at home. What will be crucial for both the A’s and M’s will be the 10 games left against 
each other—plenty of chances for either to steal away the second wild card. 

That’s the unfortunate reality for whichever two teams don’t finish first: they’ve only got one playoff 
spot left between them. The 74–43 Yankees are a virtual lock for the first wild card, and even if they 
somehow come back to win the AL East, the Red Sox would simply take their place. 

That being the case, we may see some history. If current paces hold, Houston, Oakland and Seattle 
would finish with 99, 96 and 94 wins, respectively. Since realignment in 1994, only once has a division 
seen three teams win 94-plus: the 2015 NL Central, when the Cardinals (100) edged out the Pirates (98) 
and Cubs (97). Both Pittsburgh and Chicago, though, made the playoffs as the two wild-card teams, as 
the next highest non-first-place win total in the NL that year was San Francisco’s 84. This year’s AL West 
combatants will have no such luck. 
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So there you have it: The stakes for the West are sky-high both this week and going forward. Three 
teams enter, but only two will make it to October. As far as division and playoff races go, you can’t ask 
for much more. 

 

 


