
 
 

January 9, 2018 
 

 Daily Herald, Carlos Zambrano, Derrek Lee join this weekend's Cubs Convention lineup 
http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180108/carlos-zambrano-derrek-lee-join-this-weekends-
cubs-convention-lineup 

 

 Cubs.com, Lester, Hendricks lead motivated Cubs rotation 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/jon-lester-leads-cubs-2018-starting-rotation/c-264414006 
 

 Cubs.com, Current stars to join legends at Cubs Convention 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/cubs-announce-cubs-convention-lineup/c-264425138 

 

 NBC Sports Chicago, Baseball’s new normal: How an unpredictable offseason has changed the 
game for the Cubs 
http://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/baseballs-new-normal-how-unpredictable-offseason-has-
changed-game-cubs-epstein-hoyer-yelich-arrieta-darvish-cobb-archer-machado-mlb-rumors 
 

 Chicago Tribune, Andre Dawson among prominent alums to attend Cubs Convention 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-andre-dawson-20180108-
story.html 
 

 Chicago Tribune, Kris Bryant destined for big increase in salary 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-kris-bryant-salary-20180108-
story.html 

 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Carlos Zambrano, Derrek Lee join this weekend's Cubs Convention lineup 
By Bruce Miles 
 
Every now and then during the past couple of baseball seasons, Carlos Zambrano would visit the Cubs 
clubhouse and dugout. 
 
Last summer, I finally asked Big Z: "How about you coming to the Cubs convention next winter." 
 
Zambrano seemed amenable to the idea, and this weekend it's going to happen. For the first time since 
being traded from the Cubs to the Marlins after a tumultuous 2011 season, Zambrano will be welcomed 
back to the convention. 
 
He'll be joined by a group of former Cubs from recent years including Derrek Lee, Ryan Dempster, Ted 
Lilly, Mike Remlinger, Mike Fontenot, Sean Marshall, Koyie Hill, James Russell and Glendon Rusch, 
among others. 
 
Now 36, Zambrano last pitched in 2012 for the Marlins, to whom he was traded by team president Theo 
Epstein and general manager Jed Hoyer in one of their first moves with the club. Zambrano did not last 
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the 2011 season with the Cubs. Then-GM Jim Hendry sent him packing after Zambrano walked out on 
the team after a poor start in Atlanta, during which he gave up 5 home runs and was ejected from the 
game for throwing at the Braves' Chipper Jones. 
 
"I like Carlos," Jones told reporters at the time. "I've always liked Carlos. He's an intense competitor. 
Unfortunately, sometimes that hurts him." 
 
Coincidentally, both Jones and Zambrano are on the Hall of Fame ballot for the first time this year. Jones 
is a shoo-in for election. Zambrano may not get the 5 percent of the vote needed to stay on the ballot. 
That may be the case as well for his former Cubs teammate Kerry Wood, who is also on the ballot for the 
first time and who will be in attendance this weekend. 
 
The Atlanta game was the last of many dust-ups and blowups for Zambrano over the years with the 
Cubs. 
 
Nevertheless, he currently ranks second in franchise history in strikeouts, eighth in games started and 
ninth in WAR for pitchers. He went 125-81 with a 3.66 ERA for the Cubs. He also made three all-star 
teams and was awarded a Silver Slugger three times. The switch-hitting Zambrano hit 24 home runs in 
his career. 
 
Not on the list of alumni attendees for this weekend is Sammy Sosa, the Cubs' all-time leading home run 
hitter, with 545. Team chairman Tom Ricketts has repeatedly dismissed the idea of Sosa coming to the 
convention. Sosa also walked out on the team after the 2004 season. He was found with a corked bat 
during a game in 2003 game, and his name has been linked to performance-enhancing drugs. 
 
The sold-out convention runs from Friday-Sunday at the Sheraton Grand Chicago. Hall of Famers Andre 
Dawson, Fergie Jenkins, Ryne Sandberg and Billy Williams are scheduled to attend, as are most member 
of the current team. 
 
New coaches Brian Butterfield, Chili Davis, Jim Hickey, Andy Haines and Will Venable will be in 
attendance, and they're sure to face plenty of fan questions along with manager Joe Maddon during a 
Saturday session 
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Cubs.com 
Lester, Hendricks lead motivated Cubs rotation 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- The Cubs have made it no secret that their primary goal this offseason has been to add 
starting pitching, and there is still time to do so before Opening Day on March 29. What if they don't? If 
the season opened today, what would Chicago's rotation look like? 
 
There is one new face in Tyler Chatwood, who signed a three-year, $38 million contract before the 
Winter Meetings began. 
 
The Cubs did make an elaborate presentation to Japanese two-way star Shohei Ohtani, but he chose the 
Angels. They've met with free agent Yu Darvish, who has yet to decide. The Cubs also have stayed in 
contact with free agent Jake Arrieta in an effort to bring the right-hander back, and there have been 
reports linking Chicago to free agent Alex Cobb. 
 



 

With six weeks remaining before the start of Spring Training, MLB.com is taking a look at the projected 
rotation of all 30 teams. Here's how the Cubs might stack up: 
 
ROTATION IF SEASON STARTED TODAY 
Jon Lester, LHP 
Kyle Hendricks, RHP 
Jose Quintana, LHP 
Tyler Chatwood, RHP 
Eddie Butler, RHP 
 
STRENGTH 
 
This is a motivated group. For only the second time in the past 10 seasons, Lester did not total 200 
innings in the regular season (he finished with 180 2/3). Hendricks (7-5, 3.03 ERA) wasn't happy about 
missing time because of a hand injury. Quintana is eager to see what happens in his first full year with 
the Cubs after posting a 7-3 record and 3.74 ERA in 14 starts in 2017. Chatwood can show what he can 
do now that his home games won't be at Coors Field. The right-hander had a 6.01 ERA in 17 games (12 
starts) in Denver and a 3.49 ERA in 16 games (13 starts) on the road. 
 
As of now, Butler (4-3, 3.95 ERA in 13 games with Cubs) is one option for the fifth spot, and so is Alec 
Mills, who missed time last season because of ankle injury and finished the year with six starts in the 
Arizona Fall League. As much as lefty Mike Montgomery wants to start, he's projected for the bullpen. 
 
QUESTION MARKS 
 
The biggest issue is depth, which is why the Cubs are still shopping for another starter. They have young 
pitchers on the horizon, but they're not quite ready. That list includes Adbert Alzolay (Chicago's No. 3 
prospect, per MLB Pipeline), Duane Underwood (No. 17 prospect, 13-7, 4.43 ERA at Double-A 
Tennessee), and Jen-Ho Tseng, the organization's Minor League Pitcher of the Year and No. 13 prospect. 
 
Tseng won't forget the 2017 season. He came to Wrigley Field to receive his award and was asked to 
start the Sept. 14 game against the Mets. The right-hander gave up five runs on five hits, including two 
home runs, but he did not get a decision as the Cubs won, 14-6. He picked up his first Major League win 
in relief in his next outing Sept. 28 against the Cardinals. 
 
If Butler is going to stay with the big league team, he needs to be more consistent. In his first start with 
the Cubs on May 12, the right-hander held the Cardinals to two hits over six scoreless innings. In Butler's 
next outing, he walked five Brewers over three innings. Butler spent most of the season at Triple-A Iowa, 
where he compiled a 2.17 ERA in eight starts. 
 
WHAT MIGHT CHANGE 
 
The Cubs want one more starter before pitchers and catchers report in February. Who will it be? That 
depends on the price. Manager Joe Maddon and pitching coach Jim Hickey know Cobb from their days 
with the Rays. Last season, Cobb was 12-10 with a 3.66 ERA in 29 starts. 
 
Maddon didn't want to interfere with the Cubs' talks with Arrieta, who was 68-31 with a 2.73 ERA in 128 
starts over five seasons with the Cubs. 
 
"I want the best for Jake Arrieta," Maddon said of the right-hander. "When it comes down to 
negotiations, I don't get involved in that stuff." 



 

 
In a perfect world, the Cubs would find another starter without having to part with any of the young 
core of position players. 
 
"Anytime you trade a player who's accomplished a lot of things in your uniform or been a big part of the 
mix, it's difficult," Cubs president of baseball operations Theo Epstein said. "You have to focus on what's 
in the best interest of the organization as a whole. Our loyalties are to the team and to the 
organization." 
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Cubs.com 
Current stars to join legends at Cubs Convention 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- Andre Dawson, Derrek Lee and Carlos Zambrano will be among the alumni who join current 
Cubs Kris Bryant, Anthony Rizzo, Javier Baez and Kyle Schwarber at the 33rd Cubs Convention, which 
begins Friday. 
 
Hall of Famers Fergie Jenkins, Ryne Sandberg and Billy Williams will also attend the three-day event 
which will be held at the Sheraton Grand Chicago and include autograph opportunities and enhanced 
kid-friendly activities. 
 
Opening ceremonies are Friday at 6 p.m. CT, and the first day will conclude with Ryan Dempster's show, 
featuring interviews with Cubs players, coaches and alumni plus comedy vignettes. 
 
Saturday's schedule includes Cubs Jeopardy, a baseball operations update and a business operations 
update that was expected to provide fans with the latest on the Wrigley Field renovations. Manager Joe 
Maddon will introduce his coaching staff, including several new members such as hitting coach Chili 
Davis and pitching coach Jim Hickey, during a seminar. 
 
Fans also can reminisce with Dawson, Lee, Zambrano and Juan Pierre during a "Welcome Back" panel, 
while the "Kids Only" news conference presented by Advocate Children's Hospital will be extended 15 
minutes to accomodate all of the questions. Young fans also can take part in a pitching clinic with Cubs 
pitcher Rob Zastryzny on Saturday. 
 
The convention will close Sunday with additional autograph sessions and panels, including a Minor 
League update and a session remembering broadcasters Jack Brickhouse and Harry Caray. 
 
Fans will be able to take photos of historic game-used artifacts from Cubs players in the National 
Baseball Hall of Fame along with the 2016 World Series Trophy. 
 
Cubs Charities will have a variety of items and experiences for sale, including private player meet and 
greets, baseballs, ball cubes, autographed mystery baseballs, grab bags and a garage sale. A percentage 
of the proceeds from the Cubs Convention passes benefits Cubs Charities. To date, the event has raised 
more than $4 million for Cubs Charities. 
 
Besides Bryant, Rizzo, Baez and Schwarber, the list of current players scheduled to attend include Albert 
Almora Jr., Eddie Butler, Victor Caratini, Willson Contreras, Carl Edwards Jr., Justin Grimm, Ian Happ, 
Kyle Hendricks, Jason Heyward, Tommy La Stella, Dillon Maples, Alec Mills, Mike Montgomery, Addison 



 

Russell, Justin Wilson, Mark Zagunis and Ben Zobrist. New additions Tyler Chatwood, Steve Cishek, Luke 
Farrell and Randy Rosario also will get their first Cubs Convention experience. 
 
Other alumni expected include John Baker, Larry Biittner, Shawn Boskie, Ray Burris, Jose Cardenal, Doug 
Dascenzo, Jody Davis, David DeJesus, Bobby Dernier, Mike Fontenot, Koyie Hill, Bob Howry, Randy 
Hundley, Jon Lieber, Ted Lilly, Bill Madlock, Sean Marshall, Brian McRae, Matt Murton, Mike Remlinger, 
Paul Reuschel, David Ross, Glendon Rusch, James Russell, Scott Sanderson, Dwight Smith, Lee Smith, Tim 
Stoddard, Rick Sutcliffe, Ryan Sweeney and Steve Trout. 
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NBC Sports Chicago 
Baseball’s new normal: How an unpredictable offseason has changed the game for the Cubs 
By David Kaplan 
 
In a normal baseball off season, most of the marquee free agents have found new homes and most of 
the major trades that occur each winter have already been finalized. However, this winter in baseball is 
unlike any that we have seen before. 
 
“For the first time I can recall, every team is being exceptionally prudent in the contract offers that they 
are making to free agents,” a well-known player agent who has a handful of available free agents told 
me. “Usually, teams panic if they haven’t landed a player that they want by Christmas but this time we 
are actually seeing teams let the market settle.” 
 
In speaking with multiple MLB front office executives, player agents and players themselves, they all 
talked about a common theme never before seen in baseball history: Teams are actually showing 
restraint instead of handing out long term, huge money contracts to players that weren’t worthy of such 
massive commitments. 
 
“Our industry is now run by young, analytical executives instead of the crusty old baseball man and with 
that change in almost every front office, we are seeing a renewed emphasis on keeping prospects, not 
signing average players to lengthy, obscene deals and most importantly we are seeing teams not get 
bullied by agents,” a former GM said. 
 
Another observation that many who work in the game are making is the coverage of the offseason and 
the nonstop stream of rumors that fill social media on minute-by-minute basis. 
 
“I can’t believe some of the stuff I read out there,” one executive told me. “The contract offers, trade 
proposals and stories are - in most cases - so far from the truth, they are laughable.” 
 
Another executive was more direct in his criticism of the media who cover the baseball offseason with a 
fury: 
 
“Who holds you guys accountable? I’m serious. Some of the stuff I read about rumored trades and 
contract offers is so absurd and people take every tweet, post and story like it’s gospel. It really is a 
joke.” 
 
From a Cubs perspective, things have been quiet on the surface but behind the scenes, multiple sources 
told me that Theo Epstein and Jed Hoyer have been exploring dozens of scenarios to improve their club 
while their window to win another World Series remains wide open. 
 



 

“Theo and Jed have kicked the tires on every available guy and on guys who they have almost no chance 
of acquiring,” a rival executive told me. “But, I know what the price is to trade for Christian Yelich, Chris 
Archer, Manny Machado and others. The Marlins are asking for a ton, as they should.” 
 
What would it take to land Yelich, who would fit perfectly into the Cubs lineup? Well, he is under 
contract for five more years at a total commitment of just over $58 million. For a player of his caliber 
who just turned 26 in December, the acquisition cost would be staggering. 
 
“Fans think they can trade a bunch of OK players and get back a star who is under contract for several 
years and it just doesn’t work that way unless the player has a contract that a team has to move,” a GM 
told me. “In the case of Yelich, he makes reasonable money, he’s a great teammate and he is getting 
better each year. Think about the best young players on the Cubs roster and two or more of those guys 
would be the cost along with a top prospect or two.” 
 
In the case of Jake Arrieta, several reports last week indicated that the Cubs had offered their star right 
hander a 4-year deal for $110 million, but a well-known agent told me that he did not believe that to be 
accurate. 
 
“Would the Cubs do that deal? They probably would, but Scott (Boras) is thinking about a much bigger 
deal at this point,” the agent said. “I don’t believe the Cubs made that offer at this point.” 
 
In this new world around baseball, players have some big decisions to make. 
 
“Players and their agents have long believed that if they wait out teams, the clubs will panic or the 
owners will overrule their front offices and the money spigot will start flowing as it always has,” another 
executive said. “Does a player take maybe 10 or 15 percent more to play somewhere that he has no 
chance to win? Is the money that important when you have made serious money already in your career? 
 
“I get it if a guy has never made any money but the top guys - if they are really competitors - want to 
win. It’s not like they are being asked to play for the league minimum. This is, I believe, the new reality in 
baseball. Guys will make great money but teams will also show restraint when it is warranted.” 
 
Early in the offseason, the Cubs tried to sign Tampa Bay Rays right-handed pitcher Alex Cobb, but he 
rejected the club’s offer of a three-year deal at approximately $42 million. Reports have pegged Cobb’s 
asking price at $80 million for four years, but those close to Cobb dispute that vehemently. 
 
Will he do better than the Cubs’ original offer? Only time will tell but one thing is certain: Most of the 
unsigned players that currently don’t have homes will find employment soon. 
 
With spring training just over a month away, these guys aren’t going to stay home. They will accept their 
millions and play baseball. After all, that’s what they do. They’re baseball players. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Andre Dawson among prominent alums to attend Cubs Convention 
By Mark Gonzales  
 
Hall of Fame outfielder Andre Dawson could be closer to rejoining the Chicago Cubs organization. 
 



 

Dawson, who won the 1987 National League Most Valuable Player award in his first of six seasons with 
the Cubs, is scheduled to be one of several alumni to participate in the 33rd annual Cubs Convention at 
the Sheraton Grand Chicago. 
 
Dawson, 63, was in the process of severing ties with the Miami Marlins organization after he and several 
high-profile executives would have been retained by a new ownership group had they consented to a 
massive cut in pay and duties. 
 
The Cubs have remained silent on the possibility of Dawson returning, but fellow Hall of Famer Ryne 
Sandberg returned to the organization as an ambassador before the 2016 season. 
 
Among the other former Cubs’ greats scheduled to attend the three-day event are Billy Williams, 
Ferguson Jenkins, Derrek Lee, Kerry Wood and Lee Smith, along with Juan Pierre, Carlos Zambrano and 
David Ross. 
 
Current players scheduled to attend include Anthony Rizzo, Kris Bryant, Addison Russell, Javier Baez, Ben 
Zobrist, Willson Contreras, Kyle Schwarber, Carl Edwards Jr., Kyle Hendricks, Jason Heyward and Albert 
Almora Jr., along with newcomers Tyler Chatwood and Steve Cishek. 
 
Manager Joe Maddon and his coaching staff, which includes newcomers Brian Butterfield, Chili Davis, 
Jim Hickey, Will Venable and Andy Haines, also will be in attendance. 
 
The full list of attendees is here. 
 
Festivities will start with the opening ceremony Friday at 6 p.m. 
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Chicago Tribune 
Kris Bryant destined for big increase in salary 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
While the Cubs’ attempt to bolster their rotation continues, they will gain some clarity by Friday. 
 
That’s when they will exchange salary figures with their remaining unsigned arbitration eligible players. 
 
The most noticeable player in this group is Kris Bryant, who is expected to receive one of the largest 
raises for a first-year arbitration-eligible player. 
 
Bryant’s projected 2018 salary is $8.9 million, according to MLBTradeRumors.com. That’s an increase of 
$7.85 million from last season. Ryan Howard holds the record salary for a first-year arbitration-eligible, 
receiving $10 million in 2008. 
 
Bryant, like Howard, earned National League Rookie of the Year and Most Valuable Player awards in 
their first two full seasons. 
 
It’s common for arbitration-eligible players and teams to reach agreements by Friday, and both sides can 
continue to negotiate up to the time arbitration hearings are scheduled for next month. 
 
The Cubs’ other unsigned arbitration-eligible players are pitcher Kyle Hendricks, shortstop Addison 
Russell, relievers Justin Wilson and Justin Grimm and infielder Tommy La Stella. 
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