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Seven story lines to watch in Padres spring training 
 

Kevin Acee  
  

The spring of the Padres’ next step is upon us. 

The Padres were the major leagues’ youngest and least efficient team when last we saw them. 

As they arrive in the desert this week, they are older. Whether they will be better in 2018 
seems to matter only a little to those on the outside. 

There were three playoff teams from the National League West last season, plus the San 
Francisco Giants, who probably can’t be as discombobulated as they were in finishing last in 
2017. 

We all know that the Padres contending this season would constitute a miracle that summons 
the collective spirits from 1980 Lake Placid and Doug Flutie and little Kerri Strug. 

That seems to be OK for now. For the most part, the attention of Padres fans (and even a good 
portion of the front office) is on the horizon. It is maybe safe to hopefully expect a winning 
record in 2019 and envision a playoff run in 2020. 

But the Padres will field a major league team this year that has shown it will give its all under 
manager Andy Green. 

And there are some captivating subplots to track over the next six weeks as they prepare for 
that aim. 

No fewer than three positions are up for grabs. Depending on the whereabouts of Chase 
Headley come opening day, there could competition for as many as four everyday jobs. 

Fernando Tatis Jr. is not the only new name coming up, and Headley is not the only old name 
coming back around. 

We might find out who Wil Myers is, and we might find out what Hunter Renfroe can be. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-west-ORSPT00000195-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-francisco-giants-ORSPT000025-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-francisco-giants-ORSPT000025-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chase-headley-PESPT000010105-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chase-headley-PESPT000010105-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/hunter-renfroe-PESPT0016809-topic.html
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It’s spring. San Diego can believe whatever it wants about its baseball team, which last season 
had a major league- worst run differential of minus-212. 

So here are seven story lines to watch leading up to the formation of a 25-man roster in 
advance of the March 29 season opener against the Milwaukee Brewers. 

Who’s at second? 

This might be the most intense competition in any recent Padres camp, with Carlos 
Asuaje, Cory Spangenberg and Luis Urias each getting a shot. 

The best way to assess the situation is that both Asuaje and Spangenberg have shown the 
ability to handle the spot until Urias, the Padres’ fourth-ranked prospect and No. 32 in 
Baseball America’s overall top 100, is ready to take over. 

Urias could be a new kind of Padre, having led the Texas League with a .398 on-base 
percentage as a 20-year-old in 2017. But Asuaje (who has played more second base than the 
other two) and Spangenberg (the most experienced of the three) probably will make up the 
depth chart at the position when camp breaks. 

Corner grass 

Renfroe’s attempt to retain his spot in right field and the competition in left field should give 
the second base battle a run for intrigue. 

At least five players are vying for the two starting jobs, and we might add Matt Szczur as an 
entrant, though his value is likely highest as a reserve at all three outfield positions. 

Regardless, center fielder Manuel Margot is the only outfielder who need not go out every day 
with the aim of proving that he should play every day. (Margot can instead concentrate on 
pushing himself into the star stratosphere.) 

Renfroe, who punishes baseballs when he makes contact and can throw hard and far, is facing 
a pivotal season in which he must prove he can be more selective at the plate. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/milwaukee-brewers-ORSPT000016-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cory-spangenberg--PESPT000011621-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/matt-szczur-PESPT0015573-topic.html
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And if the Padres sign free-agent first baseman Eric Hosmer, Myers will move to the outfield, 
and things will get really crowded out there. 

Proving himself, again 

Myers gained about 20 pounds this offseason. And when he wasn’t eating and working out his 
body, he was refining his mind with the aid of a sports psychologist. 

This winter marked his latest effort at maintaining for a full season a level of play that he has 
previously flashed only for a month or so at a time. 

Myers, an All-Star in 2016 who signed the richest contract in team history before last season, 
hit .243 with 30 home runs. This came after a precipitous drop in his production in the second 
half of ’16. 

The former American League Rookie of the Year did walk a fair amount, and hit 29 doubles 
with 20 stolen bases. 

“I have a ton of faith Wil is going to rebound really well from what he would consider a 
lackluster year,” Green said. “… We firmly believe there is a lot more in there.” 

Even if Myers is the best player in Cactus League games, he will have to prove himself over 
the ensuing six months. But this spring will be a time for him to continue to refine mind and 
body in preparation for the grind that has ground him up in seasons past. 

Final spot in rotation 

There is technically more than just the fifth starter’s job available. But it would be a 
remarkable turn of events for there to be more than one unexpected starter by the start of the 
season. 

Elder statesman Clayton Richard has earned his spot at the front, and Bryan Mitchell is 
intriguing enough after parts of four seasons with the Yankees that he has been handed a spot 
as well. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/mlb-rookie-of-the-year-award-EVSPR000089-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/clayton-richard-PESPT000010364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/new-york-yankees-ORSPT000205-topic.html
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Dinelson Lamet and Luis Perdomo, whose 2017 performances hinted that they could develop 
into the kind of starters who give their team a chance to win every time, start the spring with 
jobs to lose. It would be disappointing if the talented duo didn’t seize the moment and show 
that they can be rotation mainstays. 

As for what may be the only spot up for grabs, the competitors fit into three clusters. 

There is the trio made for pitching coach Darren Balsley and his restorative powers. Tyson 
Ross, Chris Young and Jordan Lyles all have had success at the major league level. Ross and 
Young are returning to the team for which they were an All-Star — Ross in 2014, Young in 
’07. Lyles, 27, has started 107 games for three teams, including five rough outings for the 
Padres last season. 

There is the threesome of recovered/recovering pitchers in Robbie Erlin, Colin Rea and Matt 
Strahm. Coming off Tommy John surgery, Erlin and Rea each have made 25 major league 
starts, all with the Padres except the one Rea made for Miami last season. Strahm, who was 
acquired last summer while on crutches following patellar tendon surgery on his left knee, is 
the only one among the three who pitched last season, having made three starts for the Royals. 

Then there’s the group of prospects rapidly rising through the system. Cal Quantrill, Eric 
Lauer, Joey Lucchesi and Jacob Nix all started last season in Single-A and finished in Double-
A. And now they’re in their first big-league camp. Quantrill and Lauer were first-round draft 
picks in 2016. Lucchesi, a fourth-round pick that year, arguably had the best season in ’17, 
posting a 1.79 ERA and sub-1.00 WHIP in 10 games (nine starts) at Double-A San Antonio. 
Nix was a third-rounder in 2015. All are between 22 and 24 years old and are likely the 
longest shots among the rotation contenders to make the team out of the spring. This is likely 
a preview of what one (or all) could be doing in San Diego by season’s end. 

Old friend 

When the Padres traded Jabari Blash to the Yankees, they not only acquired Mitchell and a 
half-million bucks, they got a blast from the past. 

Headley was drafted by the Padres in 2005, debuted in 2007, and in 2012 finished fifth in 
MVP voting after being the National League’s top-hitting third baseman. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/luis-perdomo-PESPT0015468-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/darren-balsley-PESPT000009839-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyson-ross-PESPT000010386-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyson-ross-PESPT000010386-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chris-young-%28baseball-pitcher%29-PESPT000010511-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jordan-lyles-PESPT0015364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/robbie-erlin-PESPT0015223-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/kansas-city-royals-ORSPT000014-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-15007002-topic.html
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Traded to the Yankees in the middle of ’14, he is almost 34 now and due to make $13 million 
in the final year of his contract, a sum that could consume about one-quarter of the payroll for 
the Padres’ 25-man opening-day roster. 

Headley could well be traded. But Green sounds like a guy who sees the benefit in having a 
pro’s pro around for a while. 

“Chase Headley’s professionalism on the field is going to help us,” he said. 

The kids 

This is it. It’s happening. 

At least for a month or so. 

Among the minor leaguers in major league camp as non-roster invitees are three of Baseball 
America’s top-100 prospects. Counting Franchy Cordero, who is on the 40-man roster, eight 
of the top 14 prospects in the Padres’ system are in camp. 

Urias likely has the best shot at making the big club out of spring, but these are guys expected 
to be in San Diego sooner than later. 

Among them is Tatis, the 19-year-old shortstop ranked as the No. 9 prospect in the sport by 
Baseball America and No. 3 by ESPN’s Keith Law. 

Green said Tatis, who led the low Single-A Midwest League in on-base percentage and had a 
batting line of .255/.281/.327 in 14 games at Double-A San Antonio, will “play quite a bit” 
and that his ascension will not be hindered by anything other than his readiness/ability. But 
it’s unlikely that the youngest player in any major league camp will make the opening-day 
roster. 

When Tatis and Urias appear in a Cactus League game together, though, Padres fans will be 
able to see the club’s likely double-play combo of the future. 

Stairs-way to heaven? 

https://www.baseballamerica.com/minors/top-100-mlb-prospects-2018/#FmszlezwHY0HeJkt.97
https://www.baseballamerica.com/minors/top-100-mlb-prospects-2018/#FmszlezwHY0HeJkt.97
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
https://www.baseballamerica.com/minors/top-100-mlb-prospects-2018/#FmszlezwHY0HeJkt.97
https://www.baseballamerica.com/minors/top-100-mlb-prospects-2018/#FmszlezwHY0HeJkt.97
http://www.espn.com/mlb/insider/story/_/id/22181590/keith-law-2018-top-100-prospects-nos-50-1-introducing-tomorrow-superstars
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Or at least to first base. 

Matt Stairs was hired as the ninth Padres hitting coach since 2003 with the clear mandate of 
helping his hitters get on base more so they can score more. 

The Padres’ .299 OBP was worst in the majors last year, continuing a stretch of four seasons 
as the 30th-ranked team in that category. The Padres were also last in batting average and runs 
scored. 

It would be considered success if Stairs can do what he did in his one season in Philadelphia, 
coaxing Phillies hitters to a 14-point improvement in OBP (.301 to .315, up five spots to 
24th), plus a nine-spot jump to 20th in average and a three-spot improvement to 27th in runs 
scored. 

Padres spring training 

Where: Peoria Sports Complex, Peoria, Ariz. 

When: Pitchers and catchers report Wednesday. Rest of roster reports Feb. 19 with first full-
squad workout Feb. 20. 

Cactus League: First game Feb. 23 vs. Seattle. Padres then play every day except March 14 & 
19 through March 25. 

Season opener: March 29, 1:10 p.m. vs. Milwaukee at Petco Park. 

 
  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
https://www.peoriasportscomplex.com/
https://www.mlb.com/padres/schedule/2018-02
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SF Giants exec on Towers: "He made San Diego a destination" 

Tom Krasovic  

Baseball executive Brian Sabean of the San Francisco Giants was unavailable for comment on 
the recent day that Kevin Towers, a former rival, died at the age of 56. 

Sabean reached out the next day. 

“Kevin wasn’t given enough credit for the success they had,” he said of the Padres, “under 
what I perceived to be very challenging financial circumstances.” 

In 14 seasons under Towers, the Pads won four playoff berths and a National League pennant. 

The San Diego ballclub has just one postseason visit — which yielded a trip to the 
1984 World Series — to show for its other 36 seasons. 

Sabean, leading the wealthy Giants, went against the Towers-led Pads for 13 seasons and had 
the same results: four playoff berths and a pennant. 

“I think he was resourceful, and he played to his strengths,” Sabean said. “He, also, too, and 
this was before the new ballpark (opened in 2004), which is kind of ironic — he made San 
Diego kind of a destination.” 

Named general manager in November 1995, Towers inherited a good core of controllable 
talent from Randy Smith and made several upgrades elsewhere, mostly via trades. 

Both in person and from afar, he left a strong impression on Sabean, a former New York 
Yankees scout. 

“As we all knew him, he was very comfortable in his own skin,” said Sabean. “He was laid 
back, down to earth, and had as much passion, and maybe more passion than anybody in his 
position, for his job. Very at ease in almost any setting, but having said that, he really enjoyed 
being around the field people, player development-and-scouting people.” 

Towers, like Sabean, had worked for several years as a scout before rising into the GM role. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-tom-krasovic-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/brian-sabean--PEBSL000500-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-francisco-giants-ORSPT000025-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/kevin-towers--PEBSL000502-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-15007002-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/world-series-15007006-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/new-york-yankees-ORSPT000205-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/new-york-yankees-ORSPT000205-topic.html
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A scout he remained, at the core, in Sabean’s view. 

“I don’t think he ever lost that interest, it was in the front of his brain, and I think in some 
form that’s how he operated as a general manager, which made him aggressive and successful 
at the same time,” Sabean said. “He was the type of scouting mind that liked players. And, he 
had some challenging situations in San Diego certainly, but he had his fair share of success.” 

Former Pads scouting director Bill “Chief” Gayton said Towers understood the rigors of 
scouting and maintained scouting relationships throughout the sport. Looking out for older 
scouts who’d been phased out by corporate downsizing, he ensured they got health insurance. 

Towers referred to Sabean as “Sabes,” while Sabean referred to Towers as “KT.” 

“We had a very open and good relationship personally and professionally,” said the Giants 
exec, 61. “We looked at (the rivalry) for what it was.” 

Towers spoke often of wanting a World Series title, not only for himself but for the Pads and 
for San Diego. 

The closest he came was in 1998, when San Diego knocked off two National League teams 
that had won more than 100 games to reach the second World Series in franchise history. 

The winningest of Yankees clubs swept the Pads, however, celebrating in Mission Valley 
after the final out was recorded. Five losing seasons in a row followed under Towers, but club 
owner John Moores stuck by him. Towers guided the team into the Petco Park era, which 
began with a winning season and a franchise-record of over 3 million in attendance. 

Twelve years after the World Series setback, in 2010, Towers congratulated Sabean and 
former Padres manager Bruce Bochy after the Giants gave San Francisco its first World Series 
title by defeating the Texas Rangers. 

Sabean, who with Bochy would win World Series titles in 2012 and 2014 as well, noted the 
Yankees were a bad-luck draw in 1998. 

“If you looked at the ’98 season,” he said, “the Padres really blew away the competition in the 
National League, and then they ran into the 114-win Yankees, and I don’t know that anybody 
was going to beat the Yankees in that given year.” 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/bruce-bochy-PESPT0000011511-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/texas-rangers-ORSPT000029-topic.html
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On Feb. 25 at Petco Park, the Padres will stage a public celebration in honor of Towers, who 
also pitched and coached for the franchise in the minor leagues. The event will begin at 1 p.m. 
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Pitching prospects to get taste of bigs in camp 
Young arms have chance to shine amid rotation battle 
 
AJ Cassavell  
 

SAN DIEGO -- Padres pitchers and catchers report to Spring Training on Wednesday, and 
approximately 10 of those hurlers will do so with a legitimate chance at a spot in the starting 
rotation. 

Cal Quantrill, Eric Lauer, Joey Lucchesi and Jacob Nix -- four pitchers who started last season 
at Class A Advanced Lake Elsinore and progressed to Double-A San Antonio -- are not 
among that group. They're all destined to start the 2018 season back in the Minors, but not 
before a spring audition.an. 19th, 2018 

"Those guys are beating on the door to get into our starting rotation," Padres skipper Andy 
Green said. "They're not at the front of the line for this season. But they're going to be names 
you expect to see a lot of." 

Together, Quantrill, Lauer, Lucchesi and Nix make up four of the club's top 14 prospects. 
Quantrill is ranked highest, at No. 40 on the Top 100 according to MLB Pipeline. Lucchesi is 
probably furthest along, having posted a 2.20 ERA between two levels last season. But all 
four will get a chance to make their mark against big league hitters this month. 

Of course, their opportunity might be brief. The Padres have a rotation battle to settle, and 
there are only so many innings to go around. 

The quartet will get a chance to shine early in camp, when the Major League group is building 
arm strength. The club's first full-squad workout is slated for Feb. 19, and the Cactus League 
slate opens four days later with a tilt against Seattle. 

"It's a chance for them to get acclimated to the big league level, show what they can do," 
Padres general manager A.J. Preller said last month. "Some of those guys in that group have 
shown they're advanced for Minor League pitchers. We want to challenge them to show that 
they're Major League pitchers." 

Evidently, they aren't too far off. Padres decision makers have hinted that any of the four 
could be called up during the season's second half, if their Minor League success continues. 

In some ways, the Padres planned their future around the arrival of their top pitching 
prospects. This offseason, they opted not to bring back Jhoulys Chacin, who was eyeing a 
multiyear deal. The three free-agent starters they signed all inked Minor League or one-year 
deals. 

https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/san-diego-padres-sorting-out-starting-rotation/c-265971070
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/san-diego-padres-sorting-out-starting-rotation/c-265971070
http://m.mlb.com/player/615698/cal-quantrill
http://m.mlb.com/player/641778/eric-lauer
http://m.mlb.com/player/664192/joey-lucchesi
http://m.mlb.com/player/656798/jacob-nix
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=prospects
http://m.mlb.com/player/468504/jhoulys-chacin
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To their credit, the Padres youngsters don't view the expectations as a burden. 

"We're all aware of it," Quantrill said recently from Padres FanFest at Petco Park. "We know 
there's a lot of, not pressure, but excitement about what's coming. But I don't think any of us 
take it as, 'We need to be this. We need to be that.' We're having fun and we're playing 
baseball. 

"I think we all know what we're capable of doing, and we all want to be here doing it. We 
don't mind hearing it, and we like trying to fulfill those goals everybody seems to be setting." 
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