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Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Joe Maddon hopes to dial up communication 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon gives a thumbs down to those who prefer to send text messages instead of 
talking face-to-face or by using their phones. 
 
“I really try to promote communication,” said Maddon, who talked vaguely about working on a project 
with Lafayette College President Alison Byerly about students improving communication skills instead of 
texting and sending emails from their dorm rooms. “We need to talk to each other more often than as 
opposed to in a less courageous way by typing it and send it via airways where there is no facial 
confrontation.” 
 
Maddon was thrilled recently when he called San Diego Chargers running backs coach Alfredo Roberts, 
who answered the call after exchanging text messages with Maddon. 
 
Maddon quipped sarcastically that the cell phone is hardly used for phone calls. 
 
“I don’t know that young men know how to ask young ladies out on a date anymore,” Maddon said. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Joe Maddon knows managing Cubs playing time won't be easy 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Manager Joe Maddon faces a delicate situation in finding playing playing time for his young players, 
especially if the Cubs roster stays healthy. 
 
That’s why Maddon is happy to hear that veterans such as Ben Zobrist plan to speak up more often to 
the youngsters who might not get the at-bats they want. 
 
“When you’re not starting, you have to maintain that team attitude,” Maddon said. “We need that. 
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“Because a guy is not playing, we cannot permit or accept that person being a negative drag on the 
group. It’s more difficult with young players because young players need to play to get better. We’re at 
that point the group takes care of itself.” 
 
Maddon admits the task of keeping all the bench players ready is difficult when it involves young 
players, especially those with high ceilings. Maddon usually tells players a day in advance when they’re 
getting a rest, but he admitted one of the factors in finalizing the opening-day roster is projecting if a 
young player, such as catcher Victor Caratini, can get enough at-bats as a reserve. 
 
“We’ve got to play it all the way through,” Maddon said. 
 
Maddon insisted that mental fatigue from the 2016 World Series was gone by the All-Star break last 
year, allowing the Cubs to finally seize the 2017 National League Central title. 
 
He said “any deficiencies we showed early” last year were the result of the march to the World Series 
title and its aftermath. 
 
“We had to supply our own adrenaline,” he said. “Any perception other than that would be contrived.” 
 
Right on time: Maddon isn’t in favor of starting spring training workouts later in the day to help prepare 
for the regular season, as the Yankees and Mariners have done. 
 
“I’m fine with the way it plays,” Maddon said of the Cubs practice schedule, which usually starts no later 
than 9:30 a.m. “I want them out of here. I don’t want you lingering around here. 
 
“Spring training to me is that casual slow dance. And come out, get your work done, the camaraderie 
that’s involved, go play golf if you want, have a good dinner, meet with some of your buds, come back 
(in the morning). It’s a good thing. I don’t want to mess with it.” 
 
Comings and goings: Pitcher Williams Perez was released from his minor league contract. Outfielder 
Charcer Burks was added to the spring roster. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Ben Zobrist feels good about his health, Cubs' chances 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Even Ben Zobrist can’t say how many at-bats he’ll wind up with this year, but the 36-year-old is sure of 
one thing: The Cubs’ 2016 World Series hangover is over. 
 
“I can tell you this,” Zobrist said Sunday. “The hunger is back for this team. We’re excited to get back at 
it and prove to the league we’re the best team again.” 
 
That declaration might seem bold, but Zobrist won consecutive World Series titles with the Royals in 
2015 and the Cubs in 2016. A miserable 2017 season is behind him, thanks to rest and a pain-free right 
wrist. 
 
That puts Zobrist in position for a best-case scenario 2018, which would include starting 130 games at 
various positions and large number of games in the leadoff spot. 
 



 

The switch-hitting Zobrist batted .232 last season, his lowest average for a full season — including .179 
from the right side — due in large part to the wrist pain he tried to play through. The wrist eventually 
caused him to miss 17 games. He has taken a wiser approach since, while he knows the Cubs have 
young, versatile players ready to seize more playing time. 
 
“I’ll be good with what we have to do,” Zobrist said. “Because we’ve got a lot of great players, and there 
are going to be good players who are going to sit on the bench at times. 
 
“But no one ever rusts there. Joe (Maddon) uses everybody.” 
 
Maddon admitted he was curious to see how Zobrist performs, noting he appears to be in great shape. 
Maddon said he’ll need Zobrist to play a variety of positions — including first base in case Anthony Rizzo 
needs a break. 
 
“He was not pleased with his year last year, took time to reflect upon it, and now he’s been refreshed,” 
Maddon said. “I think you’re going to see the best form of Ben Zobrist.” 
 
At this point in Zobrist’s career, individual goals have taken a back seat. 
 
“Everyone wants to have great seasons,” Zobrist said. “I told (Maddon), ‘Wherever you need me, I’m 
ready.’ I’m going to try to be prepared to fill the spots that need to be filled, and be a great complement 
to what we have going on.” 
 
Zobrist plans to communicate more frequently with Maddon and the training staff regarding his health 
and not try to play through injuries like he did last season. 
 
“Some guys, if they have a hangnail, they might not want to play,” Zobrist said. “That wasn’t me. I’ve 
tried to push through everything.” 
 
At the same time, Zobrist will try to lead by example and speak up more often to the younger players. 
 
“I’ll do what I can to encourage guys down the path that every major leaguer goes down,” Zobrist said. 
“Some are mature beyond their years. We all need somebody next to us to encourage and push us along 
the way.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Anthony Rizzo's words carry more weight than ever 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
When Anthony Rizzo left Cubs camp Wednesday, he was just another baseball player. 
 
But that all changed with the shooting that left 17 dead at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland, Fla., the school from which Rizzo graduated and first drew the attention of baseball scouts in 
2006 and ’07. 
 
After tweeting that gun violence was “out of control and our country is in desperate need for change,” 
and then giving an emotional, heartfelt speech Thursday night at the vigil for shooting victims, Rizzo has 
a choice. 
 



 

He can continue to speak out on the issues he believes in or he can put it on the back-burner and focus 
on the season at hand. 
 
It’s difficult to do both, as LeBron James and many of his outspoken peers in the NBA know all too well. 
 
Rizzo briefly appeared at camp Sunday and will address the media Monday. Whatever he decides, he 
knows he has the full support of Cubs management and his teammates. 
 
“Joe (Maddon) said it the other day, it’s hard to be more proud of one of your guys, watching him 
handle this the way he’s handled it,” general manager Jed Hoyer said Sunday after the Cubs workout. 
“It’s not the least bit surprising. He’s done such a great job, and certainly the awards he got last year 
(including the Roberto Clemente Award) were well-deserved. He’s proving why he got those awards 
now.” 
 
But Hoyer is aware of what happens when athletes or celebrities speak out. The backlash from those 
who don’t agree with your views is louder than ever, and social media becomes the preferred conduit 
for those trying to silence opposing viewpoints. 
 
Is it worth speaking out on guns and dealing with Twitter trolls? 
 
“I’d leave that up to him,” Hoyer said. “If he feels strongly about doing that, then he should do it. That’s 
the world we live in. If you speak out on any issue as an athlete, 50 percent are going to tell you, ‘Stick to 
sports.’ That’s just the nature of (social media). But if he feels strongly, then absolutely he should do 
what his instincts tell him.” 
 
Rizzo’s presence in Parkland was vital for a community trying to heal from the horrific incident. He’s not 
a natural speaker, which made his words more powerful. 
 
“What he did and how he did it is spectacular,” Maddon said. “We’re all proud of him. When he gets 
back, we’ll sit down and talk face-to-face. … Whatever we can do to help moving forward, I want to 
know what that might be.” 
 
My guess is Rizzo is not done talking about the most important issue, curbing gun violence. But who 
knows? 
 
On one hand he already has said his piece and perhaps wants to move on and concentrate on baseball. 
Spring training is typically a time for teams to bond, and as the center of attention on this particular 
bunch, the fun doesn’t really start until Rizzo’s in the house. 
 
On the other hand, he’s the most famous alumnus of Stoneman Douglas High, and watching the 
strength of the students, parents and the entire Parkland community may provide the impetus for Rizzo 
to continue speaking out. He easily could’ve sent his condolences from camp, but he didn’t hesitate to 
go home and help with the healing process. 
 
Maddon mentioned the students at Parkland, who have stood up and let their feelings be known. 
 
“I know the kids down there are being very proactive, and good for them, because at some point you’ve 
got to stir up some action,” he said. “When Anthony comes back, we’ll get some ideas from him. … I’m 
curious and eager to hear him talk.” 
 



 

The only certainty after last week is Rizzo’s life will forever be changed — again. It changed once already 
when he became a cancer survivor and began a foundation to support children and families battling 
cancer. 
 
Now he has another fight on his hands, if he chooses to use his voice for the cause. 
 
“He’s a special guy, obviously,” Ben Zobrist said. “Some of the things that he’s gone through and his 
community have gone through the last couple days here, I’m looking forward to giving him a big hug and 
just welcoming him back. 
 
“He needs hugs. We give a lot of hugs around here. We’re a tight-knit group and he’ll be excited to get 
back into the game too. That’s one of the best things about baseball. It helps everybody kind of move on 
from difficult things that happen.” 
 
Maddon knows the perils of discussing anything political in public. When he said Thursday that “it just 
doesn’t make any sense that an automatic rifle has to be in anybody’s hands,” he drew some criticism 
on social media. 
 
“I can’t worry about that, social media,” Maddon said. “I don’t have a high opinion of that. It’s going to 
happen. Everybody’s got a voice these days … and if you ask me my opinion, of course people are going 
to disagree with it. I expect that. I kind of enjoy it. So I don’t mind any of that, but if I say something, I 
want to be committed and believe what I say (to the media) first. 
 
“If I’m uncertain, I’ll tell you I’m uncertain. But to be disagreed with by someone anonymously, typing 
messages in a basement or off their phone in a bathroom? I don’t really worry about that. It’s just part 
of our culture right now.” 
 
Rizzo has already done his part. If he decides it’s not worth it to speak his mind, no one should blame 
him. 
 
But his voice can carry a long way, and now is the time to use it. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Drew Smyly happy to be part of Cubs' plans despite injury 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Left-hander Drew Smyly remains grateful the Cubs showed enough interest to sign him to a two-year 
contract four days after the Mariners elected not to tender him a contract while recovering from Tommy 
John surgery. 
 
“It’s hard to put into words,” said Smyly, who was transferred Friday to the 60-disabled list but expects 
to return in August. “I’m extremely grateful for the opportunity they gave me, reaching out to me from 
the first day I got designated by the Mariners. When they called, my agent told me they were interested, 
and my eyes lit up. 
 
“It was just one of the best organization to be in, especially in a time when they’re built to win. As a 
player, I’ve been on some good teams and a few bad ones. Just being in a winning culture changes the 
atmosphere every day. I’m pumped to be here and looking forward to being healthy and help them win 
in any way possible.” 



 

 
Smyly, 28, was picked by the Tigers in the second round of the 2010 draft and reached the majors two 
years later. Smyly’s best season was 2013 when he was 6-0 with a 2.37 ERA in 63 appearances, but he’s 
been used exclusively as a starter since 2014. 
 
Smyly, who underwent surgery last July, admits he has “still quite a long ways to go” and is currently in 
the middle of a throwing program. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
How aging Ben Zobrist rebounds could impact playing time, Cubs’ leadoff question 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
MESA, Ariz. — The only World Series MVP in Cubs history showed up for spring training over the 
weekend talking with enthusiasm, talking about renewed good health and vigor and talking about 
winning another World Series. 
 
Ben Zobrist also talked about being 36 years old in a young man’s game, on a young man’s team, with no 
illusions about what that might mean for his role this year. 
 
“I’m not going to play 158 games or whatever,” said Zobrist, who was limited to 128 games and a 
career-worst .693 OPS last year in large part because of a lingering wrist injury. It bothered him for much 
of the season when he batted from his natural right side as he played through it. 
 
“I’m going to have to manage and figure out how to play great for 130,” he said. “Being healthy and 
playing 130 games of nine innings would be great.” 
 
Plus the extra month of games in October he and teammates plan to play. 
 
“From their standpoint and from my standpoint, it’s about managing my performance and my body 
physically,” he said. “And making sure I can do all that and keep it at the highest level I can.” 
 
That figures to create a shifting role for Zobrist, who expects more calculated bench time and who plans 
to play more positions this year, including first base as a backup. He hasn’t been as eager to play there 
the last year or two. 
 
It also could have a significant impact on the Cubs’ plans for the leadoff spot, for which they still have no 
prototypical player. 
 
Zobrist might be the most suited hitter on the roster for the job when he plays, and manager Joe 
Maddon reiterated Sunday he expects a rotation of hitters in that spot. That could even involve failed 
leadoff man Kyle Schwarber for occasional work. 
 
“It’s almost like having a closer. If you don’t have a legitimate closer, it’s OK to work the ninth inning 
other ways,” said Maddon, whose team faced the same dilemma a year ago and still wound up second 
in the National League in runs scored. 
 
“I’m very comfortable with moving that around based on guys that get on base often. And when you can 
combine a guy that has a high on-base and then he hits homers, too, that’s even more attractive. 
[Zobrist] is capable. We have a lot of guys that are capable. We’ll let it play out.” 



 

 
That’s also how Maddon is approaching Zobrist’s role overall for a team with a maturing, young core. 
 
Zobrist said his wrist, which was so troublesome last year that it reversed his career left-right splits, is 
100 percent. It hasn’t given him problems in the batting cage since be began swinging again this winter. 
 
“Listen, you’re always better off when Ben Zobrist is in your lineup,” Maddon said. “He’s a little older 
than he had been. But he’s in great shape. 
 
“I told him, ‘Let’s just see what it looks like. Go out there and play, and we’ll try to figure it out as the 
season begins to unwind.’ Because who knows? He might have an epiphany and turn back the clock a 
little bit — he looks that good.” 
 
Said Zobrist: “I’m 36 now as a player. I’m just trying to win championships at this point. I told him, 
‘Wherever you need me, I’m ready.’ ” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Contract flap resolved, Cubs’ Tyler Chatwood works on earning multiple Cy votes 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
MESA, Ariz. — Tyler Chatwood didn’t know exactly what to make of it when his agent called in 
December and “sounded like he was in a little bit of a hurry” trying to explain some controversial clause 
in his new contract with the Cubs. 
 
Controversial? Tyler Chatwood? 
 
“It was something about bribery or something,” the right-hander said. 
 
Or something. It was about the conflict of interest created by language in the clause that added millions 
of dollars of value to his three-year contract for appearing anywhere on the Cy Young ballot of even one 
baseball writer. 
 
The same issue arose in 2007 when then-Red Sox general manager Theo Epstein included a similarly 
worded escalator clause in Curt Schilling’s contract. It led to an agreement between the players’ union 
and Major League Baseball to ban such language in future contracts. 
 
“I guess there was a certain situation where somebody had it before,” said Chatwood, whose agent 
assured him it wouldn’t be a big deal. “And it didn’t turn out to be a big deal.” 
 
Chatwood hadn’t signed his contract yet, so it required only a quick fix in the language. 
 
Now he gets the escalators if he finishes in the top 10 in Cy Young voting and must appear on multiple 
ballots. 
 
Chatwood said he was never worried about the contract flap. 
 
“If my numbers didn’t dictate, it’d look pretty weird that I got a Cy Young vote knowing I shouldn’t 
deserve one,” he said. 
 



 

If anything, it was mostly surprising for the amount of attention it put on a guy who has spent most of 
his six years in the big leagues out of the limelight. 
 
He dipped below the radar again in his own camp last week after the Cubs signed Yu Darvish, putting 
three All-Stars and an ERA champ in the four spots ahead of him in the rotation. 
 
“He’s not going to get talked about a lot,” manager Joe Maddon said, “which probably means he’s going 
to have a killer year because he’s got that kind of ability.” 
 
Chatwood, 28, has always been intriguing to evaluators who liked his stuff and wondered what he could 
do if he got out of Colorado, where he spent the last five -seasons. 
 
“I’ve always been a fan,” Maddon said. “He’s got good stuff, man. He’s got really good stuff. We’ve got 
to keep him healthy and let him go out there and pitch his games because he can be a very heavy, 
positive contributor.” 
 
Chatwood doesn’t like to use -Coors Field as an excuse for his numbers, which included a 4.69 ERA last 
season and a league-leading 15 losses for a team that made the playoffs. 
 
“It’s mentally grinding,” he said of pitching in Denver, where the mile-high environment can make 
throwing the same pitches result in dramatically different movement. “But you’ve just got to deal with 
it. It’s in the past now.” 
 
Chatwood and the Cubs believe he should be able to more effectively, and frequently, use his breaking 
ball now. 
 
And his dramatic career home-and-road splits suggest the kind of uptick he might get with a team closer 
to sea level, including a 3.49 ERA and 1.229 WHIP away from Colorado last year (compared to 6.01 and 
1.678 at Coors). 
 
Not that he figures to get much more attention anytime soon with Darvish and Jon Lester in the same 
rotation. 
 
“I don’t need to be talked about,” Chatwood said. “Coming from a small market, nobody knew us 
anyway.” 
 
Then, again, if he does start to do the things he and the Cubs think he can, all of that might change in a 
hurry. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
After World Series hangover, Ben Zobrist can already see a difference around Cubs: 'The hunger is back' 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
MESA, Ariz. — One year ago, Ben Zobrist drove into the Cubs’ complex in the dark silver convertible 
Camaro he got for being the World Series MVP, a smooth entrance for someone who already had a 
championship ring from the 2015 Kansas City Royals. 
 
But for Zobrist, a back injury and series of health issues that sapped his strength and stopped his rhythm 
as a clutch switch-hitter were roadblocks on his quest for back-to-back-to-back championships. The Cubs 



 

still created enough depth to cover the inevitable strains and inflammation across the 162-game 
schedule, plus the wear and tear on a pitching staff that had worked into November. 
 
The bigger problem became the hangover effect everyone talked about in Mesa last February and 
March, the Cubs trying to convince themselves that they would again leave Arizona as a team on a 
mission. 
 
“It’s hard to put into words the impact that kind of championship has,” Zobrist said, “because I don’t 
think anybody’s ever really had to deal with that in baseball, when you’re talking about how much 
pressure was on our team and getting to that Game 7 and winning the championship that hasn’t been 
done in 108 years. 
 
“I think everybody was pretty satisfied, as far as Cub Nation goes, at least for a little bit.” 
 
Zobrist laughed a little bit and kept on talking. For almost 19 minutes on Sunday morning, he stood in 
front of his locker at the Sloan Park facility, answering questions about batting leadoff, getting old (37 by 
Memorial Day weekend), being a part-time player and going back to the super-utility role he first 
glamorized with Joe Maddon’s Tampa Bay Rays. 
 
Last offseason, Zobrist rode in a Disney World parade, went on “The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy 
Fallon,” visited the Obama White House and spoke at the National Prayer Breakfast in Washington. 
 
It’s not a clear cause-and-effect or an individual issue — several Cubs have admitted they felt a little 
bored at the beginning of last season and completely drained by the time they got to Dodger Stadium 
for the National League Championship Series. 
 
“As players, you got to try to find a way to turn it back on,” Zobrist said. “That’s not easy to do. From the 
top to the bottom, it was a difficult road to try to get everybody back to the same frame of mind, the 
same hunger that we had in ’16. 
 
“We just weren’t ourselves the whole first half of last year. We were trying. There was a lot of effort that 
was going into it, but I think there was just a lot of, you know, um …” 
 
Zobrist — a clubhouse diplomat who is always honest and thoughtful with the media — stroked his 
beard while trying to find the right words for a 43-45 first half. Frustrated president of baseball 
operations Theo Epstein called out the team for not playing with enough edge and even considered the 
possibility of a trade-deadline sell-off. 
 
“We just struggled to figure it out and try to get back to that same place of mind,” Zobrist said. “There 
was a lot of fatigue — mental and emotional fatigue more than even physical for a lot of guys — at the 
early part of last season. 
 
“By the All-Star break, we were able to turn it back on and become more of ourselves as a team. And for 
some of us, it lingered a little longer than it did for others. 
 
“But that’s part of the game. It’s something you have to deal with — and learn how to deal with — and I 
don’t know if we’ll ever figure it out. It’s part of human nature. 
 
“But I can tell you this: The hunger is back for this team. We’re excited to get back at it and prove to the 
league that we’re the best team again.” 
 



 

When the 2018 Cubs assemble for their first full-squad workout Monday morning, All-Star shortstop 
Addison Russell will be there (after a disappointing and messy year from a professional and personal 
standpoint). So will Kyle Schwarber, the World Series hero who got demoted to Triple-A Iowa, and the 
rest of the young core that didn’t get traded for pitching and a clubhouse refresh. 
 
After a major shakeup, Maddon’s coaching staff is now filled with new voices and different messages. 
Good luck to Yu Darvish’s translator, trying to fill in any blanks from Maddon’s pop art/surrealism 
exhibit. It’s time for the Cubs to live up to the hype. 
 
“In the end, we were still able to win the division,” Zobrist said. “People were talking about how 
disappointing our season was. But at the end of the day, we still won the division. 
 
“But nobody in this room is going, ‘Oh, we were division winners last year’ or whatever. Nobody really 
cares about that at this point. We want to be World Series champions again.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Why Joe Maddon simply doesn’t care how Brewers and Cardinals respond to Cubs getting Yu Darvish 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
MESA, Ariz. — Curious to see how the Milwaukee Brewers and St. Louis Cardinals respond to the Yu 
Darvish deal when there are so many free agents still out there? 
 
“Not at all,” Joe Maddon said without hesitation. 
 
The Cubs manager sometimes quotes legendary UCLA basketball coach John Wooden and the idea of 
focusing on your own players as opposed to the other team’s strengths and weaknesses. Maddon also 
works for a front office that — to use the comp from Darvish’s agent — recruits like the University of 
Alabama football team. 
 
An up-and-down season that still ended in last year’s National League Championship Series showed how 
difficult it is to build a dynasty. But Maddon talks about a Cubs Way of doing things and knows he won’t 
face the same limitations he once did with the Tampa Bay Rays. 
 
After such an unusual offseason, it’s unclear what Saturday night’s flurry of activity exactly means. The 
Rays traded pitcher Jake Odorizzi to the Minnesota Twins — and DFA’d All-Star outfielder Corey 
Dickerson — and maybe that eliminates a landing spot for Jake Arrieta. Or perhaps patience will pay off 
for Arrieta and super-agent Scott Boras, the way it did when Eric Hosmer agreed to an eight-year, $144 
million deal with the San Diego Padres. 
 
Either way, Maddon will be much more concerned about how to unveil his off-the-wall commissioned 
portraits — two of Mona Lisa, Albert Einstein, Andy Warhol or graffiti artist Banksy — before Monday’s 
first full-squad workout at the Sloan Park complex in Mesa. 
 
Maddon won’t be constantly refreshing Twitter to see if the Brewers sign Arrieta or the Cardinals get All-
Star closer Greg Holland. 
 
“What I’ve taught myself over the years is it’s about what we do,” Maddon said. “It’s what we do and 
the group that we have and how we play and our methods. [That’s] what’s important. Listen, God bless 
them. They’re good. They’re already good. They’re going to get better. That’s wonderful. 



 

 
“But working with the Rays, you work against the Yankees and Red Sox every year. When you talk about 
financial abilities or not, I never, ever concern myself with that. It comes down to who plays better 
baseball. And that’s putting the art back into the game. Talking about that, energy and enthusiasm and 
fundamentals and execution. If we do that, we’re fine. 
 
“You try to beat the game of baseball every day by playing a better game than that other team. That’s it. 
I really have a lot of faith in our guys that we’ll be able to do that. And when you do that, the record’s 
normally good at the end of the year. 
 
“I want them to be good. I look forward to the competition. I think our guys do also.” 
 
Coming off a World Series hangover, the Cubs weren’t all there for long stretches last season and still 
won the NL Central by six games over the Brewers. To fortify the pitching, the Cubs then spent $216 
million-plus on free agents, or $202 million more than the Cardinals so far this winter. 
 
The Cardinals lost 14 of 19 rivalry games against the Cubs last season and missed the playoffs for the 
second year in a row. They were eliminated from wild-card contention on a late-September night at 
Busch Stadium in which Taylor Davis notched the game-winning hit, Leonys Martin made the game-
ending catch and Jen Ho-Tseng earned his first big-league win. 
 
Even after adding outfielders Christian Yelich and Lorenzo Cain, the Baseball Prospectus PECOTA system 
projects the Brewers as a third-place, 83-win team behind the Cubs (92-70) and Cardinals (84-78). 
 
“It’s nice to be on the team that likes to add and doesn’t get complacent,” Gold Glove outfielder Jason 
Heyward said. “Those teams are going to come for us. We’re going to go for them. A lot of teams took a 
lot of strides last year in a lot of ways. That just shows you the game is not going to let you just (stand 
still). Everyone wants to get better. 
 
“We expect those challenges and look forward to it.” 
 
Arrieta could be the X-factor if he winds up staying in the NL Central and giving the Brewers or Cardinals 
the same sense of confidence and momentum he created during his Cy Young Award season with the 
2015 Cubs. 
 
“We’ve all been wondering that,” said Ben Zobrist, the 2016 World Series MVP. “It’s been a weird 
offseason, so I feel for him a little bit, but I know he’s still going to be just fine in the end. 
 
“When you’re waiting around and not knowing where you’re going to play yet, it’s got to be difficult. I’m 
sure he’ll land really well on his feet somewhere. I just hope we don’t have to play him every day in our 
division or something like that.” 
 
But that would be great for the media, Arrieta trying to prove the Cubs made the wrong decision while 
the Brewers just held a ticket presale for Wisconsin residents only, trying to keep Cubs fans out of Miller 
Park during I-94 games. 
 
“We’re all just hoping now it’s outside our division somewhere,” Zobrist said. 
 
Whatever happens, Maddon will shrug it off, because he thinks this team gathering in Arizona can win 
the World Series again. 
 



 

“We are good,” Maddon said. “We’re going to be good again. We’ve made some wonderful additions 
ourselves. But we got to go out there properly every night. No assumptions [like]: ‘Oh, you’ve made 
some nice acquisitions in the winter time, that should guarantee or assure things.’ No, of course not, 
you go play. I think our guys get that.” 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cub full circle: Hendricks, Chatwood reunited 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- The summer after their junior year in high school, Kyle Hendricks and Tyler Chatwood 
played on a baseball travel team in southern California called the Southland Shockers. Back then, the 
two never thought they'd be teammates again. Now, Hendricks and Chatwood are reunited on the Cubs. 
 
"It was fun," Chatwood said of their time together as prep players. "To be back with him again is pretty 
cool." 
 
When they were both on the Shockers, Chatwood was a shortstop and starring at Redlands East Valley 
High School in Redlands, Calif., while Hendricks was a pitcher at Capistrano Valley High School in Mission 
Viejo, Calif. Kyle Skipworth, a first-round pick in 2008 by the Marlins, also was on the Shockers team. 
 
"He raked -- he was a really good hitter," Hendricks said of Chatwood, who signed a three-year contract 
with the Cubs in December. "We had a really good team. I got to know him a little then, and it's pretty 
cool to reunite with him. 
 
"It doesn't seem that long ago, honestly, but then it does, and you think about it, and it's been a while 
and a long road, and now to come back here together, it's kind of funny." 
 
Chatwood downplayed his hitting ability. 
 
"I played shortstop pretty much throughout high school," Chatwood said. "My senior year, I pitched a 
couple innings, I had a pretty strict pitch count. Once I got drafted by the Angels, they told me I was 
going to be a full-time pitcher, so I converted." 
 
The Angels selected him in the second round of the 2008 Draft (Hendricks was drafted in the 39th round 
that year by the Angels but didn't sign). It was an adjustment for Chatwood to go from playing every day 
to pitching every fifth day. 
 
"In high school, I threw really hard," Chatwood said of his few pitching outings at Redlands East. "My 
velocity was up. I did throw maybe 30 innings my senior year. Every time I pitched, there were a bunch 
of scouts there because I could throw hard and had a pretty good curveball. I guess I wasn't as good a 
hitter as I thought I was. I thought I was pretty good, but the other people didn't see it that way. It 
worked out." 
 
From what Hendricks saw, Chatwood could handle a bat just fine. 
 
"He was a really good shortstop and he could hit," Hendricks said. "He just couldn't hit for power. He 
was a gap hitter. He hit third in our lineup, I think. He was solid. He was one of our best hitters." 
 
Chatwood did show off his arm strength at shortstop. 



 

 
"He always threw really hard, even from shortstop," Hendricks said. "He had a cannon. That must be 
what they saw. He was always an athlete. He could play outfield, shortstop most of the time. He could 
play any position. He could hit." 
 
Chatwood made his Major League debut on April 11, 2011, at the age of 21. Hendricks was attending 
Dartmouth at that time and was drafted later that year by the Rangers in the eighth round. 
 
What's interesting to Chatwood is how little Hendricks has changed since their high school days. 
 
"He had the same demeanor and everything," Chatwood said. "That's impressive. Being around him this 
offseason and being able to throw with him every day and watching how he goes about it, it's very 
impressive to watch what he does." 
 
Chatwood lives in the Phoenix area and Hendricks came down early to prepare for the 2018 season, so 
the two, who are both 28, have been working out together since Chatwood signed with the Cubs. 
 
"Having him here is going to be huge," Hendricks said. "Getting out of Colorado and getting in this 
environment will help." 
 
The Cubs are hoping the same. Chatwood posted a 3-8 record and 6.01 ERA in 17 games (12 starts) at 
Coors Field last season for the Rockies and was 5-7 with a 3.49 ERA in 16 games (13 starts) on the road. 
 
"You don't necessarily cringe [when you pitch at Coors Field]," Hendricks said. "It's a battle. It's 
something you need to look forward to and you can't put a negative light on it. Everyone knows what it 
is, and you go there, and you almost have to have fun with it. It's an experiment -- it's like, 'What do I 
have to do to get outs today? Where do I find it?' 
 
"The more you pitch there, you find different things. Talking to him is kind of funny, too, since he 
pitched there so much. He has a good curveball and spin rate on his curveball, and in Colorado, it's hard 
to throw curveballs. You feel you try to throw harder and it stays up and doesn't spin. That could be a 
big difference for him coming here, just feeling comfortable with everything." 
 
Hendricks, by the way, has a 1-1 record and 3.28 ERA in four starts in his career at Coors Field, including 
a win Aug. 7, 2014, in which he gave up one earned run over eight innings. 
 
"It's really neat," Chatwood said about being teammates with Hendricks again. "To have a chance to play 
with him, I'm very excited. I try to pick his brain on everything. It'll be good." 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Zobrist: 'The hunger is back' in Cubs' WS chase 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
MESA, Ariz. -- Ben Zobrist played on back-to-back championship teams with the Royals in 2015 and the 
Cubs in '16. Any advice for the Astros on how to deal with a World Series hangover this season? 
 
"No," Zobrist said laughing, "and if they did [ask], I would tell them all the wrong things because we 
need to beat them this year." 
 



 

Zobrist, 36, called last season one of the toughest in his career. 
 
"It's hard to put into words the impact that the kind of championship that 2016 has on a team," Zobrist 
said Sunday, "because I don't think anybody has had to deal with that in baseball when you're talking 
about how much pressure was on our team and getting to that Game 7 and win that championship that 
hasn't been done in 108 years. 
 
"I think everybody was pretty satisfied as far as Cubs Nation goes -- at least for a little bit. As players, 
you have to find a way to turn it back on. It's not easy to do. From the top to the bottom, it was a 
difficult road to get everybody back to the same frame of mind, the same hunger that we had in '16. We 
just weren't ourselves the whole first half of last year." 
 
 
 
The Cubs did scuffle at the start of last season, coming in 5 1/2 games behind the Brewers at the All-Star 
break. They rallied to win the National League Central and reach the NL Championship Series, but lost in 
five games to the Dodgers. 
 
"We were trying," Zobrist said of last season. "There was a lot of effort going into it. I think we just 
struggled to figure it out and try to get back to the same place of mind, and I think there was a lot of 
fatigue -- mental and emotional fatigue more than physical -- for a lot of guys at the early part of last 
season." 
 
This year is different, Zobrist said. 
 
"I can tell you this, the hunger is back for this team and we're excited to get back at it and prove that 
we're the best team again," he said. 
 
Worth noting 
 
• First baseman Anthony Rizzo was expected in camp on Monday for the first full-squad workout. Rizzo 
had returned to his hometown of Parkland, Fla., to be with family and friends after a shooting at his 
former high school in which 17 people were killed. 
 
"He's a special guy, and some of the things he's gone through and their community has gone through 
the last couple days, I'm looking forward to giving him a big hug and welcoming him back," Zobrist said 
of Rizzo. 
 
"He needs hugs. We give a lot of hugs around here. We're a tight-knit group. He'll be excited to get back 
into the game. That's one of the best things about baseball is that it helps everybody move on from 
difficult things that happen." 
 
Cubs chairman Tom Ricketts, president of baseball operations Theo Epstein and general manager Jed 
Hoyer were expected to address the players. 
 
• The Cubs used 11 different leadoff men last season. Zobrist is one of the candidates to do so this year, 
but the Cubs also could continue to rotate players. 
 
"I'm very comfortable with moving that around based on guys who get on base often," manager Joe 
Maddon said Sunday. "That's the whole point. When you can combine that with a guy who has high on-
base and can hit homers, too, that's even more attractive. We have a lot of guys who are capable." 



 

 
• Maddon is well aware of the potential for criticism on social media when he expresses his opinion on 
topics such as gun control. 
 
"It's going to happen," he said. "Everybody has a voice these days. Whenever you sit in this seat and talk 
into the camera every day, and if you ask me my opinion, of course people are going to disagree with it. 
I expect that. I kind of enjoy it. I don't mind any of that. If I say something, I want to be committed and 
believe what I say to you guys first. If I'm uncertain, I'll tell you I'm uncertain. But to be disagreed with by 
people anonymously typing messages in the basement or off their phone in the bathroom, I don't worry 
about stuff like that. It's part of our culture right now." 
 
One thing Maddon will emphasize in camp is using the phone to actually talk to people. He wants to 
hear the nuance in their voice. 
 
• The Cubs made two roster moves on Sunday. Outfielder Charcer Burks was added to big league camp 
as a non-roster invitee. Burks, 22, batted .270 last season at Double-A Tennessee and also played in the 
Arizona Fall League. 
 
The Cubs released right-handed pitcher Williams Perez, a non-roster invitee. Perez, 26, had pitched for 
the Braves in 2015 and '16. Last season, he was 7-10 with a 5.01 ERA in 23 starts with Triple-A Iowa. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Enter Jim Hickey, the Cubs' new pitching coach tasked with shepherding one of baseball's best staffs 
By Vinnie Duber 
 
MESA, Ariz. — For years, Chris Bosio was credited as part of the reason for the Cubs’ recent string of 
pitching success. He helped turn Jake Arrieta into a Cy Young winner and oversaw pitching staffs that led 
the Cubs to three consecutive NLCS appearances and that curse-smashing World Series win in 2016. 
 
But now it’s 2018, and Bosio is out. Jim Hickey is in. 
 
The Cubs’ new pitching coach arrives with high expectations and has been tasked with shepherding a 
group of arms that saw a few too many bumps in the road last season. Jon Lester had his worst season 
in a long time, Jose Quintana’s numbers weren’t as good as they had been during his time with the 
White Sox, Tyler Chatwood led the National League in losses last season, and Yu Darvish got roughed up 
in a pair of World Series starts. And that’s before even mentioning the bullpen. 
 
Still, even with all that said, the Cubs look to have, on paper, one of the best starting rotations in the 
game. And the upgrades in the bullpen have tempered some of the rage over the relief corps’ repeated 
postseason implosions. Theo Epstein’s front office had a mission this offseason to improve the pitching 
staff, and Hickey is a very large part of trying to accomplish that mission. 
 
“What really was the slam dunk in my decision to come to Chicago or at least the finishing touches on it 
was getting to meet Theo, getting to meet Jed (Hoyer), going physically to Chicago, go to the offices 
there, seeing the physical building, meeting the people inside, just getting that vibe. Everybody was on 
the same page, and that page was winning,” Hickey said in an interview with NBC Sports Chicago. “And 
also built not just to win here for two or three years but for a sustained period of time, and that was 
what was very, very attractive.” 
 



 

Hickey’s ties to the Cubs are obvious. He worked as Joe Maddon’s pitching coach in Tampa Bay for eight 
seasons before Maddon left to take over managing duties on the North Side. The two coached some 
phenomenal pitchers with the Rays, guys like James Shields, David Price, Scott Kazmir and Chris Archer 
and won an American League pennant in 2008. Prior to that, Hickey coached for the Houston Astros and 
oversaw a staff that included Roger Clemens, Andy Pettitte and Roy Oswalt en route to the 2005 World 
Series. 
 
How does the Cubs’ rotation of Lester, Darvish, Kyle Hendricks, Quintana and Chatwood compare to 
those great rotations from Hickey’s past? 
 
“That’s a really tough question. But I think one through five, it may be as deep as any staff that I’ve had,” 
he said. “Really tough to say. I’ll give you a better idea after the season’s over, but one through five, it’s 
really, really good. Had some very, very good staffs, obviously, in years past. But these five guys, we talk 
about it all the time, the starters pitching innings and not falling into this pattern of starters being used 
less and less and the bullpen being used more and more. 
 
“If you were to give me a staff of five guys, or give anybody a staff of five guys, that threw between 185 
and 200 innings, you would probably have a championship-caliber club. And that’s what my 
expectations are out of this staff, and I think they will be a championship-caliber club.” 
 
Hickey’s toughest task, though, likely won’t be working with all those veteran starters but instead 
working with a  bullpen that struggled under the bright lights of the postseason last October. While Cubs 
relievers had the sixth-lowest ERA in baseball during the regular season (3.80), the playoffs were a 
different story, with the bullpen rocked to the tune of a 6.21 ERA. Cubs relievers walked a postseason-
high 27 batters while striking out only 35 in 37.2 innings. 
 
The front office tried to fix that strike-throwing problem by bringing in new closer Brandon Morrow, 
who shone with the Los Angeles Dodgers last season, and Steve Cishek, who has closing experience from 
his time with the Miami Marlins and Seattle Mariners, plus he worked with Hickey last season in Tampa 
Bay. 
 
But Hickey is the bigger key to fixing that problem, and it’s one of his biggest objectives to not just bring 
the walks down but make the Cubs one of the best staffs in baseball when it comes to issuing free 
passes. 
 
“I really think that walks, especially out of the bullpen, are a little bit more of a mindset than they are 
anything physically or mechanically wrong,” he said. “You come into a situation where maybe you give 
up a base hit and maybe it changes the game, so you’re a little bit reluctant to throw the ball over the 
plate. 
 
“So I think it’s more of a mindset, and once the group gets the mindset of ‘attack, attack, attack,’ it’ll be 
contagious. And I think it is contagious. I think last year it was probably contagious in that there was 
more walks than you would like, and I think as you turn the corner and head the other direction, that 
would be contagious, as well. 
 
“I have very few outcome goals in a season. I don’t sit there and say, ‘I want to lead the league in 
earned-run average’ or ‘I want to lead the league in strikeouts.’ … But that one thing, that one outcome 
goal that I always have for a staff is to have the least amount of walks in the league. And I think at the 
end of the day, especially with the talent that’s out there, if that is the case, it’s going to be an extremely 
successful season.” 
 



 

-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Ben Zobrist knows reality of Cubs' crowded lineup: 'There are going to be good players that have to sit 
on the bench' 
By Vinnie Duber 
 
MESA, Ariz. — Ben Zobrist has long been known for his versatility on the field. But it might take a new 
kind of versatility to get through what’s facing him for the 2018 season, being versatile when it comes to 
simply being on the field. 
 
Zobrist was among several notable Cubs hitters who had a rough go of things at the plate in the follow-
up campaign to 2016’s World Series run. He dealt with injuries, including a particularly bothersome one 
to his wrist, and finished with a career-worst .232/.318/.375 slash line. 
 
And so, with younger guys like Javy Baez, Ian Happ and Albert Almora Jr. forcing their way into Joe 
Maddon’s lineup, it’s a perfectly valid question to ask: Has the 36-year-old Zobrist — just 15 months 
removed from being named the World Series MVP — been relegated to part-time status for this 
championship-contending club? 
 
Obviously that remains to be seen. Joe Maddon has a way of mixing and matching players so often that 
it makes it seem like this team has at least 12 different “starting” position players. But Zobrist, ever the 
picture of versatility, seems ready for whatever is coming his way. 
 
“I’m prepared for that, if that’s what it comes to. I told him, whatever they need me to do,” Zobrist said 
Sunday, asked if he’d be OK with being in a platoon situation. “You’ll see me at some different positions. 
As far as at-bats, though, I’ve got to be healthy. That was the biggest thing last year that kept me from 
getting at-bats and being productive. So if I can be healthy, I think I can play the way that I’m capable of, 
and the discussion then at that point will be, ‘How much can you play before we push you too far?’ 
 
“We’ve got a lot of great players, and there are going to be good players that have to sit on the bench 
on our team at times. But no one ever rusts because you know how Joe uses everybody. You’re still 
going to play. Even if you don’t start, you’re probably going to play later in the game. It’s just part of the 
National League and the way Joe Maddon manages.” 
 
It’s no secret, of course, that when Zobrist is on, he’s the kind of player you want in the lineup as much 
as possible. It was just two seasons ago that he posted a .386 on-base percentage, banged out 31 
doubles, smacked 18 home runs and was a starter for the team that won the World Series. 
 
But he also admitted that last year’s injury fights were extremely tough: “Last year was one of the most 
difficult seasons I’ve ever had as a player.” Zobrist said that while he’s feeling good and ready to go in 
2018, with his recent physical ailments and his advancing age, he’s in a different stage in his career. 
 
“At this point in my career, I’m not going to play 158 games or whatever. I’m going to have to manage 
and figure out how to play great for 130,” he said. “And I think that would be a good thing to shoot for, 
if I was healthy, is playing 130 games of nine innings would be great. And then you’re talking about 
postseason, too, when you add the games on top of that, and well, you need to play for the team in the 
postseason, you’ve got to be ready for that, too. 
 
“From my standpoint, from their standpoint, it’s about managing, managing my performance and my 
physical body and making sure I can do all that at the highest level, keep it at the highest level I can.” 



 

 
Maddon’s managerial style means that Zobrist, even if he’s not technically a part of the everyday 
starting eight, will still get the opportunity to hit on a regular basis, get a chance to play on a regular 
basis. Baez figures to be locked in as the team’s No. 1 second baseman, but he’ll need days off. Maddon 
mentioned Sunday that Zobrist, along with Happ, have been practicing at first base in an effort to be 
able to spell Anthony Rizzo. It’s the crowded outfield where Zobrist could potentially see the most time. 
He’ll be a piece of that tricky daily puzzle along with Kyle Schwarber, Jason Heyward and the 
aforementioned Almora and Happ. 
 
Unsurprisingly, in the end that versatility, combined with how Zobrist has recovered physically and 
whether he can get back to how he’s produced in the past, will determine how much he will play, 
according to the guy writing out the lineups. 
 
“I think he’s going to dictate that to us based on how he feels,” Maddon said. “Listen, you’re always 
better off when Ben Zobrist is in your lineup. He’s a little bit older than he had been, obviously, like we 
all are. I’ve got to be mindful of that, but he’s in great shape. Let’s just see what it looks like. Go out 
there and play, and we’ll try to figure it out as the season begins to unwind because who knows, he 
might have an epiphany and turn back the clock a little bit, he looks that good. I want to keep an open 
mind. 
 
“I want to make sure that he understands we’re going to need him to play a variety of different 
positions. He’s ready to do it, he’s eager, he’s really ready. He was not pleased with his year last year, 
took time to reflect upon it and now he’s really been refreshed. So I think you’re going to see the best 
form of Ben Zobrist right now.” 
 
Two years ago, Zobrist played a big enough role to go to the All-Star Game and get named the MVP of 
the World Series. In the present, that role might be much, much smaller. But Zobrist said he’s OK with 
anything, admitting it’s about the number of rings on the fingers and not the number of days in the 
starting lineup. 
 
“I’m 36 as a player, so I’m just trying to win championships at this point. It’s not really about what I’m 
trying to accomplish as an individual,” Zobrist said. “Everybody wants to have great seasons, but I’ve 
told (Maddon), ‘Wherever you need me, I’m ready.’ Just going to prepare to fill the spots that need to 
be filled and be a great complement to what’s going on.” 
 
-- 
 
 


