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Cubs.com 
Bullpen falters as Cubs drop finale to Bucs 
By Matthew Martell 
 
CHICAGO -- A five-run sixth inning against the Cubs' bullpen put the game out of reach as the Pirates 
avoided the sweep and took Sunday's series finale, 7-1, at Wrigley Field. The loss is just the second in 
the last 10 games for the Cubs. 
 
Gregory Polanco delivered the big blow of the inning when he ripped a three-run triple off Luke Farrell 
to extend the Bucs' lead to 5-0. 
 
Reliever Brian Duensing began the sixth after starter Kyle Hendricks was lifted for a pinch-hitter in the 
fifth. Duensing immediately surrendered a double to Austin Meadows before sandwiching a pair of 
walks around an RBI single from Elias Diaz. 
 
"Duensing's been fabulous out of the bullpen, had a tough moment," manager Joe Maddon said. "I felt 
good about Luke coming in and possibly getting a punchout based on his abilities vs. that hitter, but it 
didn't work out. 
 
"Beyond that, it's not Luke's fault. Luke hasn't pitched enough to be as sharp as he can be." 
 
Hendricks made few mistakes over his five frames, but the first one came right away as Josh Harrison 
cracked an 87.1-mph sinker that caught too much of the plate into the left-field seats for a homer to 
lead off the game. 
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With two on and nobody out in the fifth, Tommy La Stella pinch-hit for Hendricks with the Cubs behind, 
1-0. La Stella bounced into a 4-6-3 double play and Javier Baez then struck out to end the inning. 
 
"Got a chance to get on the board and you've got to take it," Hendricks said. "Unfortunately, it didn't 
work out, but nine times out of 10 with Tommy that's going to work." 
 
The Cubs scored in the home half of the sixth when Jason Heyward led off with a double to center, 
advanced to third on a wild pitch and scored on Anthony Rizzo's groundout to short. 
 
Despite the loss, the Cubs have now won five series in a row, including two over the Pirates. 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
'National League baseball': Hendricks had found his groove after the leadoff homer from Harrison, but 
Maddon elected to pinch-hit for the starter with two on and nobody out instead of letting the pitcher 
sacrifice the runners over with a bunt. 
 
Maddon said the decision had little to do with Hendricks' performance; the right-hander was at 87 
pitches at the time. Rather, Maddon said, the Cubs haven't been scoring many runs lately -- they 
finished with six runs in the three-game series -- and the damp and foggy weather wasn't "conducive to 
big runs." 
 
"It was all set up," Maddon said. "We've got the best pinch-hitter in the league coming up, and he just 
happens to hit into a double play, which is going to happen on occasion. Kyle did his job, everything was 
right there, we just did not get the hit. 
 
"National League, baby. He was taken out of the game on a National League move. American League, 
he's going back out." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"Meatloaf tastes good. Meatloaf is awesome. Actually, that's going to be one of the forthcoming 
paintings. It's going to be revolving around [musician] Meat Loaf with 'Two Out of Three Ain't Bad.' 
Anybody that's not into two out of three needs to reevaluate their baseball sensibilities." -- Maddon, on 
winning the series 
 
UP NEXT 
The Cubs travel 90 miles north for a three-game series vs. the Brewers, with the two teams duking it out 
at the top of a tight National League Central. Left-hander Jose Quintana will take the ball on Monday 
after striking out a season-high 10 batters over 5 2/3 innings his last outing vs. the Phillies. Righty Junior 
Guerra, who has allowed a total of five runs in his previous three starts, will pitch for the Brewers. First 
pitch is set for 7:10 p.m. CT at Miller Park. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Darvish may not return before All-Star break 
By Matthew Martell 
 
CHICAGO -- The possibility of Yu Darvish returning from the 10-day disabled list in mid-June became less 
likely on Sunday when Cubs manager Joe Maddon said he is unsure whether the right-hander will pitch 
before the All-Star break. 
 



 

"I think we'll know more by the end of this coming week exactly what we think about hopefully being 
able to lay out a plan about getting him back," Maddon said before Sunday's finale vs. the Pirates. "But 
we're not at that point yet." 
 
Darvish played catch four of the last five days, and Maddon said he will throw again on Monday in 
Chicago while the Cubs travel to Milwaukee for a three-game series against the Brewers. 
 
There has been no specific timetable for Darvish's return since he was placed on the DL on May 26, 
retroactive to May 23, though it was a good sign when an MRI a few days later revealed no structural 
damage to the 31-year-old's right arm. Instead, the Cubs said the MRI showed right triceps 
inflammation. 
 
This is the second time Darvish has been on the DL this season after signing with the Cubs in February 
for $126 million over six years. This one, being an arm injury, is more of a concern than when he missed 
time with the flu earlier in May. 
 
Darvish has had arm injuries in the past; he underwent Tommy John surgery in May 2015. The potential 
severity of arm injuries on top of what Maddon called the "nature of the times" could be the reason for 
all the uncertainty. 
 
"I think we tend to be a little bit more on the conservative side -- everybody does, not just us," Maddon 
said. "Everything is so scrutinized. If in fact you permit somebody to come back too quickly and then all 
of a sudden [he gets hurt again], you're going to get heavily criticized for it." 
 
Battle with the Brewers 
 
The Cubs open up a three-game series vs. the Brewers on Monday at Miller Park with the two clubs 
fighting for the top spot in the National League Central. 
 
It's only the middle of June, but every series between the two teams matters in what figures to be a 
tight race down the stretch. 
 
Maddon said he wants his club to stay grounded through it all and not get too caught up in the 
implications of a few midseason games. 
 
"The best way to approach when you're playing against really good teams within your division is to not 
get too farsighted," Maddon said. "Always the trap is to get caught in the macro-moment. Don't do it, 
just don't do it." 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Cubs, Brewers square off again with first place at stake 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
MILWAUKEE -- An early June showdown awaits the Chicago Cubs and Milwaukee Brewers this week, as 
they'll renew their budding rivalry over the next three days with first place on the line. Just like a year 
ago at this time, the Brewers have dictated the standings from atop the NL Central. But unlike last 
season, the two-time defending division champions are making their move in early June instead of late 
July. 
 



 

Trailing by just a half-game entering Monday night's contest, the Cubs are playing their best baseball of 
the season, despite losing to the Pittsburgh Pirates on Sunday. It was just their fourth loss in 16 games. 
The Brewers also lost on Sunday, marking their fifth defeat in eight June games, which has allowed the 
Cubs to make up some ground while setting up the early summer face-to-face at Miller Park. 
 
"You can't contrive it," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said of the rivalry. "People that attempt to contrive a 
rivalry, I've always gotten a kick out of it. It's an organic thing. You cannot force rivalry." 
 
Bad blood can raise tensions between division opponents, but if the teams are fighting to stay out of the 
cellar, does it really matter? You need more. These teams -- solid in many facets of the game -- have it. 
 
"You have to have another good team," Brewers manager Craig Counsell said earlier this season. "We 
gave them a run [last season]. It wasn't good enough." 
 
Normally, a matchup between teams in first and second place would mean a hostile environment for the 
visitors, but with the Brewers' home stadium dubbed Wrigley North, it's essentially a neutral field. For 
example, outfielder Ryan Braun is used to getting booed on the road, but in his own park? It happens all 
the time when the Cubs come to town. 
 
The first time the teams met in Milwaukee this season didn't exactly bring out the best in each fan base, 
as early April baseball rarely does. Only one game drew more than 40,000 fans, and one drew fewer 
than 30,000. The Cubs took three of four. Later in the month -- with a little more interest -- the Cubs 
swept the Brewers in a four-game series at Wrigley Field. 
 
That brings us to the most obvious storyline heading into the series: The Cubs have already taken seven 
of eight from the Brewers. Is that a meaningless coincidence or a meaningful trend? Perhaps we'll get 
some answers this week, but Milwaukee has one advantage. Any series in which Jon Lester does not 
pitch is a good one for the Cubs' opposition, as his ERA (2.22) ranks third in the NL. In fact, the Brewers 
will miss both Lester and usually reliable righty Kyle Hendricks. But Jose Quintana boasts a 0.63 ERA 
against Milwaukee in six career starts, and he'll face Junior Guerra on Monday in a juicy battle of 
middleweights. Eric Thames is expected to return from the disabled list, according to the Brewers' 
website, which will give Milwaukee its own boost heading into the series. 
 
Then there's Josh Hader, the most dynamic reliever in the league. He didn't pitch Sunday, meaning he 
should be fresh for the Cubs. There will be a nice cat-and-mouse game between Maddon and Counsell, 
as both managers have top-ranked relievers to deploy this week, but none is better than Hader, with his 
ability to get strikeouts (70 in 35.1 innings). Maddon surely will alternate righty and lefty bats in his 
lineup, as he usually does, to ensure that Hader won't face several lefties in a row -- not that it matters 
much. Lefties are hitting .057 off Hader, with righties hitting just .103. The notion of a late-game 
matchup between Hader and Anthony Rizzo sounds destined to happen unless the game is a blowout. 
 
Perhaps that's where the season series between the teams is misleading. Other than Game 1 on April 5 -
- an 8-0 win by the Cubs -- the meetings have mostly been tight affairs. The Brewers simply didn't hit 
when the Cubs swept them at Wrigley, but they've more than made up for it since. Milwaukee trails the 
Los Angeles Dodgers by one home run for the top spot in the NL, while the Cubs rank 10th in that 
category. However, the Cubs have the best OPS in the league, while Milwaukee is outside the top five. 
It's hard to find an edge in the pitching matchup considering Lester isn't throwing in the series, though 
both teams have plenty of good arms besides the ones already mentioned. 
 
No matter what happens this week, it's hard to see the Brewers beating the Cubs for the division title 
without faring better head-to-head. They survived a 1-7 start against their rivals 90 miles to the south, 



 

but could they survive another similar stretch? Is this the week the Cubs blow by Milwaukee, then carry 
on to take down the St. Louis Cardinals, establishing themselves once again as the team to beat? Or is 
this division destined for important games in September, like it had last year? 
 
No longer is it early. No longer are managers and fans learning what their teams are all about. Both the 
Cubs and Brewers are good. Now we might start to find out who is better. If these three games aren't 
enough, then perhaps the softball contest between the wives/girlfriends of each team, played at noon 
Tuesday outside Miller Park, will tell us something. That one is being played for charity. The ones at 
night and Wednesday afternoon will have no such connotation. 
 
Will this be moving week in the NL Central? For Cubs fans, it's six days of rivalry games to kick-start the 
summer. For Brewers fans, it's a chance to test the first-place standing and find out if that 1-7 mark 
against Chicago is a fluke. 
 
"They're a good team," Rizzo said the last time the teams met. "They're hungry. You have two teams 
with high aspirations." 
 
And still do. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs taking a narrow view of upcoming series against Brewers, Cardinals 
By JJ Stankevitz 
 
A little over a month ago, the Cubs were coming off a brutal three-game sweep at the hands of the St. 
Louis Cardinals, leading to Theo Epstein having to field a round of questions about his team’s slow start 
to the 2018 season.  
 
“We’re an extremely talented team that’s playing well below our capability,” Epstein said. “Not that 
we’re a perfect team at all, but we’re obviously more talented than this.” 
 
That sweep in St. Louis dropped the Cubs to 16-15 through their first 31 games. Through their next 31, 
culminating with a 7-1 loss to the Pittsburgh Pirates Sunday at Wrigley Field, the Cubs went 21-10. In 
that stretch, this team only dropped two series (and have won five consecutive sets) and out-scored 
their opponents by 58 runs.  
 
There’s a reason for this little bit of statistical cherry-picking, though: The Cubs have exactly 100 games 
left in the regular season. One-quarter of those games will be against the Milwaukee Brewers (11) and 
Cardinals (14), led off by a three-game series in Milwaukee this week and followed by another three-
gamer at Busch Stadium this coming weekend.  
 
It would be easy to put a significant amount of stress on these two upcoming series against the two 
teams the Cubs will probably be battling with for the National League Central. But the Cubs won’t win or 
lose the division this week, and manager Joe Maddon isn’t too keen on entertaining the long-term 
importance of six games in the middle of June.  
 
“I think the best way to approach, when you’re playing real good teams in your division, is to not get too 
far-sighted,” Maddon said. “It’s the micro time. It’s about Monday, then it will be about Tuesday, then it 
will be about Wednesday. Always the trap is to get caught in the macro moment — don’t do it. Just 
don’t do it.”  



 

 
That’s not to say Maddon and his players don’t recognize the importance of divisional games, of course. 
But players aren’t looking at the standings and viewing this week as a critical opportunity to lurch ahead 
of the Brewers or put the Cardinals to the sword. It’s just June, after all.  
 
“They’re just another game for us,” right-hander Kyle Hendricks said. “Yeah, it is June, we’re trying to 
keep on playing good baseball regardless of opponent.” 
 
The Cubs managed to take two out of three from the Pirates despite only scoring six runs, and the 
feeling is that this team hasn’t fired on all cylinders yet. And yet, they’ve won a little over two-thirds of 
their games since hitting a low point after Dexter Fowler’s walk-off 14th inning home run in St. Louis last 
month.  
 
The point being: A lot can change in 31 games. The Cubs still have 100 left. And that’s why the focus will 
remain narrow around a team that hasn’t fallen short of reaching the National League Championship 
Series since 2014.  
 
“When you play the division, people will let you know more, the cat and mouse game is a little bit more 
real,” first baseman Anthony Rizzo said. “It’s just about taking advantage of opportunities when we get 
it and continue to play good baseball.”  
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
What was Joe Maddon thinking when he pinch hit for Kyle Hendricks? 'You gotta look at the whole 
thing' 
By JJ Stankevitz 
 
An important decision faced Joe Maddon in the fifth inning of the Cubs’ 7-1 loss to the Pittsburgh Pirates 
Sunday afternoon at Wrigley Field: Leave Kyle Hendricks in to hit, or pull him for a pinch hitter? 
 
The situation was far more complicated than that description would present, though. The Cubs were 
losing 1-0 but hadn’t looked threatening against Pirates starter Ivan Nova, who had scattered three 
singles and a walk to that point. Addison Russell led off the fifth with a single, and Chris Gimenez 
reached on an error when shortstop Jordy Mercer bobbled a sure-fire double play ball.  
 
Meanwhile, Hendricks had thrown 86 pitches and admitted after the game he was struggling to be 
consistent with his mechanics. The Pirates had their Nos. 2-4 hitters looming in the top of the sixth, all of 
whom hit left-handed (Austin Meadows, Corey Dickerson and Colin Moran). Lefty reliever Brian 
Duensing had held left-handed hitters to a .222/.326/.306 slash line in 44 plate appearances this year.  
 
And Tommy La Stella was there on the bench with 12 hits, five walks and seven RBIs, and hadn’t hit into 
a double play, in 36 pinch-hit plate appearances this year.  
 
So for Maddon, all that information pointed to one decision: Pull Hendricks, insert La Stella and try to 
generate some offense while leaning on a solid bullpen for the final four innings of the game.  
 
“You gotta look at the whole thing,” Maddon said. “We weren’t scoring a whole lot of runs so you gotta 
try to get them whenever you can. La Stella hitting, top of the order coming up, I’ll take my chances.” 
 



 

Maddon’s decision, though, backfired in spectacular fashion. La Stella hit into a double play and Javier 
Baez struck out to put a swift end to the inning. Duensing came in and promptly gave up two hits and 
two walks, then was pulled for Luke Farrell, who allowed a three-run triple to Gregory Polanco (who 
entered Sunday barely hitting above the Mendoza Line).  
 
All told, the Pirates gouged the Cubs for five runs in the sixth inning, putting the game out of reach on a 
miserably chilly and foggy afternoon on Clark and Addison.  
 
To Hendricks’ credit, he wasn’t miffed at the situation and was understanding and accepting of 
Maddon’s reasoning.  
 
“That’s part of the game right there,” Hendricks said. “Got a chance to get on the board and you gotta 
take it. Unfortunately it didn’t work out but nine times out of 10 with Tommy that’s going to work. You 
gotta play the percentages there.”   
 
Maddon didn’t shy away from presenting his reasoning after the game, and he probably would’ve made 
things worse had he publicly second-guessed himself (or Duensing, or La Stella, or Hendricks, etc.). So 
while his move backfired, and was the catalyst for a dour six-run loss, it was hardly the end of the world 
for a team that’s 12 games over .500 with 100 more left in the regular season.  
 
“It was all set up,” Maddon said. “You got the best pinch hitter in the league coming up and he just 
happens to hit into a double play, which is going to happen on occasion. But Kyle did hit job, everything 
was right there. We just did not get the hit.”  
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
I-94 rivalry series is much bigger to first-place Brewers than red-hot Cubs 
By David Haugh 
 
Jon Lester is more likely to attempt a pickoff throw than to exaggerate, so comments comparing this 
season’s team to the 2016 World Series champions bear repeating before the Cubs inevitably return to 
first place in the National League Central. 
 
“We’re back to ’16,’’ Lester said Saturday after shutting down the Pirates. 
 
Avoid the temptation to roll your eyes. Lester’s matter-of-fact declaration should make the ears of every 
Cubs fan perk up. This is a guy known for his control. 
 
Lester framed the proper context as the Cubs start a three-game series Monday against the Brewers, the 
National League’s winningest team that holds a half-game lead in the division after both teams lost 
Sunday. 
 
Out of habit and on deadline, some will call this June matchup a big series. That hype will apply to the 
two Cubs-Brewers series in September if the NL Central standings stay so bunched up — but not now. 
Now, it’s a much bigger series to the Brewers than the Cubs, who have won 11 of 14 games while 
looking like the familiar contender Lester described. The Cubs could lose the Brewers series without 
having it affect their psyche for the rest of the season. 
 



 

The Brewers, on the other hand, return home unable to say the same thing after a 3-5 trip, sentenced to 
play another team from Chicago, a sports town that tends to enjoy an inverse relationship with its 
neighbors to the north during baseball season. 
 
The White Sox taking two of three from the Brewers last weekend at Guaranteed Rate Field came a 
month after the Cubs swept their division rivals in four games at Wrigley Field. Since Sept. 21, the 
Brewers have lost 10 of 12 to the Cubs, including seven of eight this season. For the Cubs, is it rivalry or 
revelry with the Brewers? Of late, they have seen Milwaukee’s worst. 
 
The way the Packers feel when the Bears enter Wisconsin every autumn mirrors how the Cubs must 
react when they see the Brewers on the other side of the diamond: We’re so happy to see you — and 
please come again soon. 
 
Nobody disputes that the Brewers have improved with the offseason additions of outfielders Christian 
Yelich and Lorenzo Cain, whose circus catch of the ball that popped out of shortstop Orlando Arcia’s 
glove Friday typified the defensive impact he has made. They have developed a knack for winning one-
run games thanks to an outstanding bullpen led by indefatigable lefty Josh Hader and an air-tight 
defense. Their relatively nondescript rotation still in search of an ace finds a way, and their manager, 
Craig Counsell, keeps holding players accountable, as he did Saturday by benching third baseman Travis 
Shaw for not running out a grounder. 
 
Their talent gives them the look of a team good enough to play in a 163rd game as a wild-card qualifier. 
But they aren’t the Cubs, who, regardless of record, arrive resembling the NL’s best team after their 
most recent spurt. 
 
Credit starts with Lester, who has given up three hits in 14 innings this month. Lester has overpowered 
two straight opponents without necessarily overpowering stuff, coming through for a team that needed 
its ace to assert himself. 
 
Outside of Lester, the rotation Joe Maddon called the most talented he had managed instead has been 
the team’s most disappointing element. Kyle Hendricks has enjoyed more good moments than bad but 
likely believes he can deliver more consistently — if Maddon ever would fully trust him. The Cubs will be 
lucky if $126 million free agent Yu Darvish returns from right triceps tendinitis before the All-Star break. 
Jose Quintana has been too inconsistent for a pitcher some considered elite. Tyler Chatwood, who leads 
NL pitchers in walks by a healthy margin of 21, cannot be trusted yet and lacks the control needed to try 
him in the bullpen. 
 
In spite of it all, the Cubs became the team nobody wants to face again. Just wait until everyone’s 
healthy. 
 
Darvish substitute Mike Montgomery, who has made it no secret he wants to start, has filled in 
phenomenally in three outings this season and has allowed one run or less in eight of his 10 spot starts 
since July. What happens if the replacement becomes irreplaceable when Darvish finally gets healthy? 
The Cubs would love to have to answer that question, one they need not pose until they absolutely 
must. 
 
Besides Montgomery, the biggest difference in the Cubs the last two weeks lies in the offensive re-
emergence of veterans Anthony Rizzo and Jason Heyward, who have complemented 37-year-old 
Renaissance man Ben Zobrist, and the defensive excellence of everyone from Ian Happ to Javier Baez, 
the NL’s most exciting player. Hitting better with runners in scoring position represents an ongoing 
quest, but relief pitching remains a strength, even with late-inning key Carl Edwards Jr. out with right 



 

shoulder inflammation. Resting closer Brandon Morrow as a precaution — a smart move — gave Steve 
Cishek a chance to prove his versatility. Even erratic lefty Justin Wilson appears to be in a groove, 
striking out 15 in 9 1/3 innings since walking in the winning run May 19 against the Reds. 
 
With 100 games to go, the Cubs begin the Brewers series exactly where they should be: in position to 
justify team President Theo Epstein making a difference-making trade before the deadline for a bullpen 
arm or impact player who gives a World Series-caliber roster a better shot at winning it all. 
 
Just like back in ’16. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
More challenges await Cubs' Brian Duensing 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Perhaps Brian Duensing’s early success masked the problems that have eventually caught up to him. 
 
Duensing said he never felt sharp during his stretch of 24 consecutive games without allowing a home 
run that ended last weekend when the Mets’ Brandon Nimmo homered off him. 
 
Duensing’s problems have become more acute, as he has allowed eight earned runs on nine hits in 4 1/3 
innings, and he was charged with four runs in one-third of an inning Sunday in a 7-1 loss to the Pirates. 
 
Duensing has pitched in 29 of the Cubs’ first 62 games but refuses to cite the workload as an excuse for 
his recent slump. 
 
“For the first (two months), I didn’t know where the ball was going, to be honest,” said Duensing, whose 
ERA has swelled from 0.54 to 4.05 in last six outings. “I was fighting a lot mechanically. That being said, I 
was executing pitches when I needed to. I had a pretty good run. 
 
“It just felt like I got away with a lot of stuff early, to be honest. And then when I needed to make a 
pitch, I was able to do it. So that’s a bonus to have that good of a run when I didn’t feel at my greatest.” 
 
Duensing could get a big test this week when the Cubs travel to Milwaukee to play the Brewers. Left-
handed hitting slugger Eric Thames could be activated from the disabled list prior to Monday night’s 
series opener. 
 
Thames hasn’t played since April 24 after undergoing left thumb surgery. He was batting .250 with seven 
home runs and 13 RBIs at the time of his injury. Thames is 2-for-8 lifetime against Duensing. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Anthony Rizzo expects Cubs-Brewers series to be ‘fun, loud and exciting’ 
By Teddy Greenstein 
 
The Brewers are playing .600 baseball — and a scintillating .667 if you subtract the rival team that plays 
90 miles to the south. 
 



 

The Cubs have feasted on the Brew Crew this season, winning seven of eight meetings. The next three 
will be played Monday through Wednesday at Miller Park. 
 
“It will be a fun series, loud and exciting,” Anthony Rizzo said. “When you play the division people you 
know more, the cat-and-mouse game becomes more real.” 
 
Cats eat mice, but maybe this series will be more like Tom and Jerry. 
 
Asked what effect the Cubs’ domination could have, Kyle Hendricks replied: “Maybe in that they might 
be coming for us a little harder. They know the outcomes of this season so far. Being in our division no 
matter what has happened (before), they will be thrilling and competitive games.” 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon rested catcher Willson Contreras on Sunday, and outfielder Albert Almora Jr. 
will come in fresh after starting just one weekend game. Ben Zobrist will be back in the lineup after 
sitting Sunday. 
 
And Maddon reiterated that closer Brandon Morrow is not injured. He was available Sunday but was not 
needed in a 7-1 loss to the Pirates. 
 
Ready and willing: When Mike Montgomery’s agent expressed a strong desire to have his client start, 
Cubs brass told Montgomery: Be ready. It’s a long season. 
 
He clearly has been ready. 
 
With Yu Darvish (right forearm soreness) weeks from returning, Montgomery figures to get many more 
chances to build on his record of 2-0 with a 1.02 ERA in three games as a starter. His next opportunity 
will come Wednesday in Milwaukee. 
 
“We needed a pick-me-up, and he’s provided it,” Maddon said. “He is demonstrating to us and to the 
industry what he’s all about. There’s job security and there’s employment security. Job security is the 
people you work with, and employment security is the industry. He’s showing now how good he actually 
is.” 
 
Maddon said Montgomery’s key improvement has been in locating his fastball. 
 
The 28-year-old lefty said of his rise: “I think I'm different, smarter and control my pitches a little bit 
better.” 
 
First things first: Maddon said he wanted to bat Kris Bryant at leadoff again after the third baseman 
went 3-for-6 and drew a walk in the Friday and Saturday games. But Maddon said the desire to alternate 
right- and left-handed hitters trumped that, leading to Javier Baez batting first. Maddon hoped Baez 
would “rise to the occasion” Sunday, but instead he went 0-for-4, whiffing twice. His on-base 
percentage is just .279. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs fall apart in 7-1 loss after Joe Maddon decides to pull Kyle Hendricks 
By Teddy Greenstein 
 
It’s a question Joe Maddon has heard before: Why did you pull Kyle Hendricks so early? 



 

 
Fans and media asked it after Game 7 of the World Series, when Hendricks left in the fifth inning after 
throwing just 63 pitches. 
 
Reporters asked again Sunday after a decision that might have tilted the game in favor of the Pirates, 
who won 7-1. 
 
“It was the right thing to do,” Maddon said. “It just did not work out.” 
 
Maddon summoned Tommy La Stella to pinch hit in the fifth with the Cubs trailing 1-0. They had runners 
on first and second with nobody out. 
 
Hendricks had been terrific, allowing three hits, two walks and one run — a Josh Harrison home run to 
lead off the game — in his five innings. He had thrown 87 pitches. 
 
Maddon could have left Hendricks in to lay down a sacrifice bunt. Second and third with one out sounds 
pretty appetizing. 
 
Instead La Stella — who entered with a .387 average and .472 on-base percentage as a pinch hitter — 
grounded into a double play, Javier Baez struck out and the bullpen gave the game away. Brian Duensing 
allowed four of the five batters he faced to reach, and Luke Farrell gave up a three-run triple and an RBI 
single before retiring five straight. 
 
Maddon’s take? 
 
“It was all set up,” he said. “You’ve got the best pinch hitter in the league coming up and he just 
happens to hit into a double play, which will happen on occasion. 
 
“You’ve got to look at the whole picture. We weren’t scoring a whole lot of runs, so you have to try to 
get them whenever you can. … The weather wasn’t conducive to big runs either. Fog in your face, wind 
blowing in. With La Stella hitting and the top of the order coming up, I’ll take my chances. 
 
“On top of that, Kyle gets it. If I have to pull him the next inning without really taking a shot right there, 
then it doesn’t make any sense.” 
 
Either Hendricks is a terrific actor or he totally agreed. 
 
“Definitely,” he said. “When you have a chance to get on the board, you’ve got to take it. Unfortunately 
it didn’t work out, but nine times out of 10, with Tommy that will work. You have to play the 
percentages there.” 
 
Maddon also pointed out that three lefties were coming up for the Pirates in 2-3-4 hitters Austin 
Meadows, Corey Dickerson and Colin Moran. 
 
Hendricks is about equally effective against lefties and righties when you balance out power and 
average. Duensing had been limiting lefties to a .200 average. 
 
Maddon’s decision came a few hours after he had been asked to name the areas in which he’d like to 
see his team improve. He replied: “(Hitting with) runners in scoring position. And I’d like to see our 
starters nail down more innings. I think we’re capable of both.” 
 



 

Hendricks has been effective in nearly all of his 13 starts but has gone beyond six innings just four times. 
 
“National League, baby,” Maddon said. “He was taken out of the game in a National League move. 
American League, he’s going back out.” 
 
The performance of Cubs hitters muted the debate. They managed just four hits, scoring on an Anthony 
Rizzo groundout. 
 
They were in a fog, you could say. 
 
“It was weird,” Rizzo said. “There was one inning where if you looked up and there was a fly ball, I don’t 
think anyone was catching it. But I don’t think it really affected much today.” 
 
The Cubs lost for just the second time in the last 10 games, taking two of three in the series. 
 
“Meat loaf tastes good,” Maddon said. “Meat loaf is awesome. Two out of three ain’t bad. Anybody who 
is not into two out of three needs to reevaluate their baseball sensibilities.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
With Brewers and Cardinals next, Cubs miss chance to sweep Pirates 
By Brian Sandalow 
 
Manager Joe Maddon wasn’t ready to give the Cubs’ upcoming road trip to Milwaukee and St. Louis too 
much extra significance. 
 
But he did sound like he was looking forward to those matchups. 
 
“Love it. This is the thing that you’ve really got to love, when you’re playing the teams within your 
division,” Maddon said after the Cubs lost 7-1 to the Pirates, missing the chance to sweep the series and 
take over first place in the National League Central. “Good teams within your division that are one right 
behind, one right in front of us. It’s good stuff.” 
 
Of course, it’s natural to think about the Brewers and Cardinals and what those games could mean for 
the pennant race. The Brewers enter the series a half-game ahead of the Cubs for the division lead and 
look like a potential threat to contend all season. 
 
“It’s going to be a fun series,” Anthony Rizzo said. “It’ll be loud and exciting. We’ll be ready.” 
 
 Maddon, despite being eager for the upcoming week, warned against getting “caught in the macro 
moment.” 
 
“I think the best way to approach when you’re playing really good teams within your division is to not 
get too farsighted,” Maddon said. “This is the micro time, man. It’s about Monday. Then it will be about 
Tuesday. Then it will be about Wednesday.” 
 
After a run of good days and complete performances, Sunday wasn’t the Cubs’ best game. 
 
Trailing 1-0 in the fifth inning, Tommy La Stella pinch-hit for Kyle Hendricks with two on and nobody out. 
La Stella grounded into a double play, and the Cubs didn’t score. The Pirates took advantage of 



 

Hendricks’ absence in the sixth, scoring five times against Brian Duensing and Luke Farrell to take a 6-0 
lead. Meanwhile, Ivan Nova allowed one run in 5‰ innings. 
 
The Cubs scored a total of six runs in the series. 
 
Even with the loss, the Cubs have won eight of 10 and are 12 games above .500. And Maddon used a 
familiar metaphor to say how pleased he was with the weekend despite the loss. 
 
“Meat loaf tastes good. Meat loaf is awesome. Actually, that’s going to be one of the forthcoming 
paintings,” Maddon said. “It’s going to be revolving around [the singer] Meat Loaf, where ‘Two Out of 
Three Ain’t Bad.’ Anybody who’s not into two out of three needs to re-evaluate their baseball 
sensibilities.” 
 
The Cubs gladly would take two out of three in both Milwaukee and St. Louis this week. The Cubs have 
owned the Brewers this season, winning seven of eight. Hendricks wasn’t sure that would be a factor. 
 
“Maybe that they might be coming for us a little harder. They know the outcomes of this season so far,” 
he said. “But again, being in our division, regardless of what’s happened, it’s going to be thrilling, 
competitive [games] no matter what. We know we’re going to get their best, and we’ve just got to go up 
there and keep playing good baseball.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Joe Maddon stresses Brandon Morrow just needs rest 
By Brian Sandalow 
 
Manager Joe Maddon wants his relievers to tell him the truth. Closer Brandon Morrow’s honesty earned 
him some games off. 
 
Maddon stressed that Morrow isn’t injured. Maddon just wanted to rest him when he turned to Pedro 
Strop and Steve Cishek to close the victories Friday and Saturday, respectively. 
 
“I think he’s been pretty honest with me that he’s been a little bit — again, he’s not hurt — he just feels 
a little fatigued. So that’s fine because when you are like that, you’re going to go out there and try to 
manufacture something that’s not there, and that’s when you can get hurt,” Maddon said. “I’d rather 
him not play under those circumstances.” 
 
Morrow, who has appeared in 25 games, was available Sunday but did not pitch. 
 
Hendricks’ end 
 
Maddon pinch-hit for Kyle Hendricks in the fifth inning, even though he had thrown only 87 pitches. 
Maddon said his reason was twofold: The Pirates had three left-handed hitters due up in the sixth, and 
he wanted to give Tommy La Stella a chance to hit and create offense. 
 
It didn’t work out. La Stella grounded into a double play, and the Pirates scored five times in the sixth. 
 
“Kyle did his job. Everything was right there,” Maddon said. “We just did not get the hit.” 
 



 

It was another short outing for Hendricks, who has thrown 100 or more pitches once this season. He 
didn’t second-guess Maddon’s decision to pinch-hit for him. 
 
“That’s part of the game right there,” Hendricks said. “Got a chance to get on the board, and you’ve got 
to take it.” 
 
Yu don’t know 
 
Maddon said he didn’t know whether Yu Darvish (right triceps tendinitis) would be back before the All-
Star break. 
 
“He’s feeling better. He’s going to throw again [Monday] here, and then we’re just going to keep 
building off of it,” Maddon said. “I think we’ll know more by the end of this coming week, exactly what 
we think, regarding hopefully being able to lay out a plan of getting him back. We’re not at that point 
yet.” 
 
This and that 
 
After leading off Friday and Saturday, Kris Bryant went 0-for-4 hitting third. 
 
— Loyola’s Sister Jean Dolores-Schmidt visited Maddon before the game and took part in Sunday mass. 
Maddon gave her a signed painting from his art collection. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Enjoy the latest version of Jason Heyward; maybe, just maybe, he’ll stick around 
By Rick Morrissey 
 
This new right fielder for the Cubs is impressive. Not like the last guy. The last guy couldn’t hit his way 
out of an invisible fence. 
 
The new guy looks confident, shows an odd ability to hit a baseball a long way on occasion and has a 
batting average that is not below average. When he digs in at the plate, you actually believe there’s a 
chance he’ll get a hit. It’s the strangest thing. 
 
This might be a story of redemption. Or it might not be. The new Jason Heyward and the old Jason 
Heyward appear to be worlds apart. The problem is that it’s June and what separates those seemingly 
different worlds is only 2½ months. 
 
But if you don’t allow yourself to believe in this now, there’s the distinct possibility you’re soulless. A 
.378 average the previous two weeks? A .328 average the last month? He has raised his average 50 
points since coming back from a concussion May 18. This is fun stuff. Is it real? Or is this Henry 
Rowengartner breaking his arm and ending up with a turbo fastball, only to return to earth eventually? I 
don’t know, and I don’t care. 
 
Last week, I was switching back and forth between the Cubs-Phillies game and one of the NBA Finals 
games in which LeBron James played the Warriors by himself, which was every game. I flipped to the 
Cubs just in time to see Heyward crush a fastball for a walk-off grand slam. There were so many 
discordant things about that moment. That Heyward hadn’t been pulled for a pinch hitter, as we’ve 



 

grown accustomed to seeing. That Heyward had delivered. That the left-handed-hitting Heyward had 
homered against a left-handed pitcher. 
 
 But the thing that stood out the most was how hard Heyward had hit the ball. At the moment of 
contact, anybody who was watching the game and had even a casual relationship with the sport said, 
“That’s gone.’’ 
 
Into the right-field bleachers it went, and into orbit Wrigley Field went. 
 
I was not aware that Heyward had that kind of power. Oh, there had been rumors, but those had been 
from years back, when he was in Atlanta. Here in Chicago, we had grown so accustomed to mighty 
swings and dead-ball-era flyouts from him that it never occurred to us that a grand slam was on the list 
of options. 
 
Then on Saturday, there was this headline on the Sun-Times’ website: “Jason Heyward’s hot hitting 
helps the Cubs tie franchise record.’’ 
 
What in the world? Heyward and a record? Are you kidding? What next, fish walking down Michigan 
Avenue? 
 
As it turned out, Heyward’s double in the first inning against the Pirates had given the Cubs 94 
consecutive games with at least one extra-base hit, equaling a club record. 
 
OK, it’s not the most significant record around. But it was another reminder that Heyward is a part of 
things offensively, which hasn’t always been the case. 
 
The numbers argue that the 2018 Heyward isn’t so different from the 2017 model. His slash line this 
season is .267/.330/.404. Last season, it was .259/.326/.389. He had 11 home runs and 59 runs batted in 
last year. He’s on pace for 11 homers and 61 RBI this year. 
 
Compared to his dreadful 2016, when he hit .230, he looks like Ted Williams right now. 
 
So why all the hullabaloo? Is it because we’re hungry for something to root for when it comes to 
Heyward? Is it because we want more than a great glove and a rain-delay speech from a guy for whom 
the Cubs terribly overpaid? Or did we just want to use the word hullabaloo? Probably all of those 
reasons. 
 
There is something different about Heyward. He has changed his swing, relying more on his hands than 
his arms. He’s hitting the ball much harder than last season. There is something real here, even if it has 
only been 10 weeks. It’s solid, grounded stuff. 
 
There was a lot of false hope and false praise in his first two seasons with the Cubs. His manager and his 
teammates raved about him in the face of conclusive evidence that he had lost whatever it was that got 
him to 27 home runs in 2012. We were told that he was hitting the ball hard right at people. Bad luck, 
we were told. OK, sure. But the law of averages says that if the ball is screaming off your bat, success 
eventually will find you. The truth was that he wasn’t making much contact, and the result was a lot of 
misery for everyone involved, including the viewing audience. 
 
Heyward is never to going to escape the eight-year, $184 million contract he signed in December 2015, 
and here’s guessing he has made peace with all that money. 
 



 

But now there is something good or sort of good going on. Maybe what we’re seeing is a statistical 
anomaly that the rest of the season will buff out to resemble the mediocrity of the past. But what if it 
isn’t? 
 
Such a nice question to ponder. 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Cubs' Darvish may not return before all-star break 
By Bruce Miles 
 
Doing the math, it's hard to envision Cubs starting pitcher Yu Darvish returning to the active list before 
the all-star break. 
 
"I don't know," manager Joe Maddon said Sunday. "He's feeling better. He's going to throw again 
(Monday) here. We're just going to keep building off of it. I think we'll know more by the end of this 
coming week exactly what we think regarding hopefully being able to lay out a plan of getting him back. 
But we're not at that point." 
  
Darvish has been on the 10-day disabled list, effective May 23, with right-triceps tendinitis. He was on 
the DL in early may with a flu-like illness. He has been playing catch off flat ground recently but has yet 
to throw from a mound. He will have to do that at least a couple of times, and then the Cubs will send 
him out on a minor-league rehab stint to get him stretched out. 
 
The Cubs signed Darvish to a six-year, $126 million contract on the eve of spring training. So far, Darvish 
has been a huge disappointment, going 1-3 with a 4.95 ERA in 8 starts. 
 
It's a first-half showdown: 
The Cubs open a three-game series Monday night at Miller Park against the Milwaukee Brewers. It's a 
late first-half showdown between the two top teams in the National League Central. 
 
Joe Maddon didn't want to get too far ahead of things. 
 
"We've done decently against them this year so far," said Joe Maddon, whose team is 7-1 against 
Milwaukee. "The significance is Monday's game. We have to take care of Sunday first. I think the best 
way to approach when you're playing really good teams within your division is to not get too farsighted. 
 
This is the micro time, man. It's about Monday. Then it will be about Tuesday. Then it will be about 
Wednesday. Always the trap is to get caught in the macro moment. Don't do it. Just don't do it." 
 
Soccer stars surprised with honor: 
The Cubs had relief pitcher Luke Farrell surprise a couple of high school soccer stars Sunday. 
 
St. Edward's (Elgin) AJ Franklin and Wheaton Warrenville South's Paige Miller received 2017-18 PepsiCo 
Showdown MVP belts. The two were identified as the top high school boys and girls soccer players in the 
16th Annual PepsiCo Showdown, the largest high school soccer tournament in the U.S. 
 
 Franklin and Miller were selected out of nearly 200 high schools and 5,000 players for the honor. 
Franklin will play at Marquette in the fall, while Miller has committed to Northwestern. 
 



 

Sunday with Sister Jean: 
Sister Jean was back at Wrigley Field. Sister Jean Dolores Schmidt, chaplain for Loyola University Chicago 
men's basketball team, attended mass with Wrigley Field employees in the stands and then visited with 
Joe Maddon in his office. Sister Jean, 98, gained national fame during Loyola's run to the Final Four in 
March. 
 
"I gave her one of our paintings, and I signed it for her," Maddon said. "Quite a sweetheart." 
 
Last week, Maddon had a visit from football Hall of Famer Joe Namath. 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Maddon stands behind decision to pinch hit La Stella for Hendricks 
By Bruce Miles 
 
Whether you like the answers he gives or whether you agree or disagree with the reasoning, Cubs 
manager Joe Maddon never backs down from a good barroom debate or even a second-guess. 
 
Maddon held court from his end of the bar -- figuratively, of course -- after Sunday's 7-1 loss to the 
Pittsburgh Pirates at foggy Wrigley Field. 
 
Order up another round because here we go: 
 
The Cubs and pitcher Kyle Hendricks trailed the Pirates 1-0 in the bottom of the fifth inning, thanks to a 
home run by Josh Harrison leading off the game. 
 
Addison Russell led off the fifth with a single, and he went to second on an error by shortstop Jordy 
Mercer. 
 
Hendricks was due up with his pitch count at 87. A bunt could have moved the runners ahead. 
 
Instead, Maddon chose to go with pinch hitter Tommy La Stella, who was 12-for-31 in that role. 
 
La Stella hit into a 4-6-3 double play, and Javier Baez struck out to end the inning. In the sixth, two Cubs 
relievers gave up 5 runs, and that was the ballgame. 
 
"They had (Austin) Meadows, (Corey) Dickerson and (Colin) Moran all coming up," Maddon said of the 
Pirates. "It was all set up. You got the best pinch hitter in the league coming up, and he just happens to 
hit into a double play, which is going to happen on occasion. But Kyle did his job. Everything was right 
there. We just did not get the hit. 
 
"You've got to look at the whole picture. Meadows, Dickerson and Moran coming up. (Eighty-seven) 
pitches. If I've got to pull him the next inning without really taking a shot right there, then it doesn't 
make any sense whatsoever. On top of that, Kyle gets it. He understood it entirely. So you've got to look 
at the whole thing. We weren't scoring a whole lot of runs. So you've got to try to get them whenever 
you can." 
 
Hendricks, who fell to 4-6 with a 3.48 ERA, said he understood. 
 



 

"Yeah, definitely," he said. "That's the game right there. Got a chance to get on the board. You got to 
take it. Unfortunately it didn't work out. Nine times out of 10 with Tommy, that's going to work. You've 
got to play the percentages there. 
 
"As far as me, just a little bit of a battle but better. At least mentally it was better. Mechanics, I'm just 
fighting myself on some of my mechanics, repeating it. That's really where the problem's at." 
 
The Cubs will bus Monday to Milwaukee with a 37-25 record, one-half game behind the Brewers (39-
26), who lost Sunday to the Phillies. 
 
After taking two of three from the Pirates, Maddon was more than happy to drop a favorite line of his 
from Meat Loaf: "Two out of three ain't bad." 
 
"Meat loaf tastes good," he said. "Meat loaf is awesome. Actually, that's going to be one of the 
forthcoming paintings (the artwork Maddon commissions). It's going to be revolving around Meat Loaf, 
where two out of three ain't bad. Anybody that is not into two out of three really needs to re-evaluate 
their baseball sensibilities." 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Scouting report: Cubs vs. Milwaukee Brewers at Miller Park 
By Bruce Miles 
 
TV: 
NBC 
 
Radio: 
WSCR 670-AM 
 
Pitching matchups: 
The Cubs' Jose Quintana (6-4) vs. Junior Guerra (3-4) Monday at 7:10 p.m.; Tyler Chatwood (3-4) vs. 
Chase Anderson (4-5) Tuesday at 7:10 p.m.; Mike Montgomery (2-1) vs. Jhoulys Chacin (5-1) Wednesday 
at 1:10 p.m. 
 
At a glance: 
The Cubs (37-25) are 7-1 against the Brewers (39-26) this year, 3-1 at Miller Park. The two teams are 
fighting for the top spot in the NL Central. The Cubs entered Sunday leading the National League in ERA 
(3.15), and offensively, they ranked second in runs scored and first in walks, slugging percentage and on-
base percentage. Quintana is 4-1 with an 0.63 ERA in 6 career starts against the Brewers. Milwaukee 
soon may get Eric Thames (thumb surgery) off the disabled list. The Brewers' Christian Yelich entered 
Sunday among the league leaders in batting average. Travis Shaw was among the home run leaders, and 
Lorenzo Cain had a .384 OBP. 
 
Next: 
St. Louis Cardinals at Busch Stadium 
 
-- 
 



 

The Athletic 
Anthony Rizzo’s guide to surviving a Cubs season 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
How do you play this game 162 times a year without going … 
 
“Insane?” Anthony Rizzo said, finishing the thought before the question was completed. 
 
The Cubs first baseman sometimes shows his frustrations, obviously cares about his numbers and 
needed time to grow into this face-of-the-franchise role. But overall, it’s hard to think of a better 
personality match for Theo Epstein’s plan, Joe Maddon’s laissez-faire attitude, the hyped young players 
once burdened with 1908 and all the idiosyncrasies in the Chicago market. 
 
“It’s just the way you have to be,” Rizzo said. “Especially with this group, we’re really good at giving our 
all. If you’re ready and prepared, you have to ask yourself these questions: ‘Am I doing what I need to do 
to succeed? Did I put myself in the right positions?’ If you can check all the boxes, you can’t really hang 
your head.” 
 
That’s kind of what Jon Lester had in mind when he compared the feeling around this Cubs team to the 
2016 championship season. Not the sight of Maddon giving Kyle Hendricks another quick hook. By the 
time a group of reporters and cameramen swarmed his Wrigley Field locker after Sunday afternoon’s 7-
1 loss to the Pittsburgh Pirates, Rizzo still had his game pants on and eye black across his face. 
 
“It’s baseball,” Rizzo said. “That’s the way it goes.” 
 
Rizzo always tries to keep things simple and in perspective. If Maddon couldn’t escape the second-
guessing after winning a World Series Game 7, then he will never be immune to criticism. The first four 
questions in a postgame news conference that lasted less than five minutes revolved around Maddon’s 
decision to pull Hendricks from a 1-0 game after 87 pitches and use pinch-hitter extraordinaire Tommy 
La Stella with two runners on and none out in the fifth inning. 
 
La Stella grounded into a double play. Maddon wanted Brian Duensing to face the left-handed hitters in 
the middle of Pittsburgh’s lineup — Austin Meadows, Corey Dickerson, Colin Moran — and the reliable 
lefty reliever gave up two hits and two walks in the sixth inning. Luke Farrell walked into a bases-loaded 
situation and watched Gregory Polanco smash a line-drive triple into the right-field corner. That one-run 
game ballooned into a 6-0 blowout on a gray, rainy day that looked and felt more like San Francisco than 
Lakeview in the middle of June. 
 
“You got to look at the whole picture,” Maddon said. “If I got to pull him the next inning without really 
taking a shot right there, then it doesn’t make any sense whatsoever. On top of that, Kyle gets it. 
 
“You just got to take everything into consideration. We’re not scoring a lot of runs right now. The 
weather wasn’t conducive to big runs, either, fog in your face, wind blowing in, so just take your chance. 
For me, there was no other way to look at it right there. It was the right thing to do and it just did not 
work out.” 
 
Hendricks (4-6, 3.48 ERA) did a full John Lackey impression and passive-aggressively critiqued his 
manager and looked like he wanted to curse out the media. 
 
Just kidding. 
 



 

“That’s part of the game right there,” Hendricks said. “Got a chance to get on the board and you got to 
take it. Unfortunately, it didn’t work out. But nine times out of 10 with Tommy, that’s going to work. You 
got to play the percentages there.” 
 
That’s the confident vibe around the Cubs right now, Joe Namath guaranteeing a win last week that 
ended with Jason Heyward’s walk-off grand slam and Loyola’s Sister Jean stopping by the clubhouse 
Sunday morning for chapel services and a visit with Maddon. 
 
If you don’t trust this team after three consecutive trips to the NLCS, then you probably never will. 
These Cubs have won eight of their past 10 games and five consecutive series, narrowing the division 
deficit to a half-game heading into Monday night’s showdown against the Milwaukee Brewers at Miller 
Park/Wrigley Field North. 
 
In many ways, the offense revolves around Rizzo, who had one homer, a .149 batting average and a .448 
OPS through the end of April. Since then, he’s hitting .302 with nine homers and 36 RBIs in 35 games, 
anchoring a lineup that leads the NL in OPS and ranks third in runs scored. 
 
Don’t get carried away with Maddon micromanaging when he’s been working around Yu Darvish’s trips 
to the disabled list, Tyler Chatwood’s extreme control problems and too many four- and five-inning 
starts exposing the bullpen to extra stress that will add up over a 162-game season. Remember that the 
Cubs bullpen woke up Sunday with a 2.60 ERA that ranked third in the majors, while leading in opponent 
batting average (.199) and OPS (.590), stats that might reflect a manager who, uh, knows what he’s 
doing with matchups and game situations. 
 
This snapped a four-game winning streak in which Cory Mazzoni earned his first big-league win and 
Brandon Morrow, Pedro Strop and Steve Cishek each notched saves, all while elite setup guy Carl 
Edwards Jr. is on the disabled list with right shoulder inflammation. 
 
The Cubs also appear to be in the Brewers’ heads, going 7-1 against Milwaukee so far this season after 
erasing a 5.5-game deficit at last year’s All-Star break and winning the division by six games. 
 
“The significance is Monday’s game,” Maddon said. “The best way to approach it when you’re playing 
really good teams within your division is to not get too far-sighted. This is the micro time, man. It’s 
about Monday. Then it’ll be about Tuesday. Then it’ll be about Wednesday. Always the trap is to get 
caught in the macro moment. Don’t do it. Just don’t do it.” 
 
No one bats 1.000 in the mental skills department, but Rizzo does have a unique ability to block out the 
noise, shrug off some of the nonsense around this team and focus on the next pitch. He always believes 
the 30 homers, 100 RBIs and playoff tickets will be there at the end of the season. 
 
“We’re engaged every day,” Rizzo said. “We’re going to Milwaukee now and it’s going to be a fun series. 
It’s going to be loud and exciting, so we’ll be ready.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Wait until after the All-Star break? On the Yu Darvish timeline 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
If you had a crystal ball, could you see Yu Darvish before the All-Star break? 
 



 

“Ah, man, I don’t know,” Cubs manager Joe Maddon said, answering an arbitrary-deadline question 
about a $126 million pitcher Sunday morning at Wrigley Field. “He’s feeling better. He’s going to throw 
again tomorrow here and then we’re just going to keep building off of it. 
 
“We’ll know more by the end of this coming week — exactly what we think regarding hopefully being 
able to lay out a plan of getting him back. But we’re not at that point yet.” 
 
It’s been three weeks since Darvish threw his last competitive pitch. The Cubs hoped that 6-1 victory 
over the Cincinnati Reds at Great American Ball Park on May 20 might be a turning point as Darvish 
worked out of jams and showed flashes of the dominant stuff that made him a four-time All-Star 
selection. Through his translator, Darvish described it as a confidence booster, getting his first win as a 
Cub and clearing his second start since being activated from the disabled list. (Darvish had the flu.) 
 
Five days later, at the start of Memorial Day weekend, president of baseball operations Theo Epstein 
was asked about Darvish (1-3, 4.95 ERA), who was scheduled to face the San Francisco Giants on 
“Sunday Night Baseball” at Wrigley Field. 
 
“If he was in your crosshairs because things weren’t going well, we weren’t panicked about it at all,” 
Epstein said May 25. “It’s a process, and he hasn’t gotten to a point where he’s at the top of his game 
and feeling great and feeling comfortable with everything. But I think he’s on the road to getting there. 
Even if he goes out and has a bad one, it doesn’t mean he’s starting over. It’s just a process.” 
 
The next day, the Cubs placed Darvish on the disabled list (retroactive to May 23) with right-triceps 
tendinitis. On May 30, the Cubs announced an MRI on Darvish’s elbow revealed no structural damage, 
which must have been a huge relief for a pitcher who missed all of the 2015 season and part of the 2016 
season while recovering from Tommy John surgery. 
 
Darvish still has to progress to throwing off a mound and then complete multiple bullpen sessions 
before the Cubs can realistically start thinking about timelines. A team official confirmed Darvish will 
eventually need a minor-league rehab assignment, though it’s unclear when or for how long. 
 
The Cubs are typically cautious with players recovering from injuries. Their training and medical staffs 
are respected inside and outside the clubhouse — in that you don’t hear a lot of complaining or second-
guessing about how players are handled. Speaking broadly about the baseball industry — and not 
answering a specific Darvish question — Maddon put it this way: 
 
“There’s a higher level of conservatism regarding injuries,” Maddon said. “Probably because there’s 
more information. There’s more people involved, too. The player himself is more proactively involved in 
the decision-making. Agents are involved. It goes further than just what it had been like several years 
ago. 
 
“It’s a more complex situation. Is it right? Is it wrong? I don’t know. You try to be as accurate as you can. 
You try to read exactly what’s going on. I think we tend to be a little bit more on the conservative side. 
Everybody does, though, not just us. I just think it’s the nature of the times. Everything is so scrutinized. 
If in fact you permit somebody to come back too quickly, then all of a sudden, you’re going to get 
heavily scrutinized or criticized for it. 
 
“It’s just the nature of our culture right now. You got to be sure. I’m not saying that’s good or bad. That’s 
not my point. My point is I think that’s where we’re at.” 
 



 

Like Epstein said, it’s a process. The Cubs made a six-year commitment to Darvish and will need to see 
returns on that investment. But this is also a team that has won five series in a row and has posted a 
.600 overall winning percentage, even while facing fundamental questions about the rotation. 
 
A path of least resistance might be letting Darvish take his time, allowing Mike Montgomery to continue 
his audition (2-0, 1.02 ERA in three starts), delaying a major decision on Tyler Chatwood (56 walks in 
58.1 innings in the first season of a three-year, $38 million contract) and avoiding a six-man rotation that 
could disrupt Jon Lester and Kyle Hendricks. 
 
-- 
 
 


