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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
1945-The Reds sell 34-year-old Frank McCormick to the Phillies. McCormick spent 10 years with the Reds, appearing in six All-

Star Games, winning a Most Valuable Player Award and a .301 batting average 
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What to watch as the Cincinnati Reds head to the Winter Meetings 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  
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LAS VEGAS – Front office executives from all 30 Major League teams and agents representing the long list of free agents arrived 

in Las Vegas on Sunday for the 2018 edition of the Winter Meetings. 

 

In some years, the start of the Winter Meetings signals a week filled with some major signings or blockbuster trades. In other years, 

it’s just a week of rumors. 

 

Are there any goals that the Reds want to accomplish this week? 

 

“I don’t think there’s something that we would say we have to accomplish before we get out of there,” Reds president of baseball 

operations Dick Williams said. “I think our goal is to go in there, exchange as much information as possible with other teams and 

with agents and just learn as much as we can about deals that make us better. But we really never go in there with the idea of trying 

to complete something while we’re there.” 

 

Here are some things to watch as the Winter Meetings unfold from Monday-Thursday: 

 

More movement by free agent starting pitchers? 

 

Within the last week, free agent starters Patrick Corbin and Nathan Eovaldi signed long-term deals, but Williams didn’t believe their 

contracts represented the larger market. Corbin was widely regarded as the top available pitcher and Eovaldi increased his value 

with a strong postseason. 

 

“I personally think some of those guys are out there in a little bit of a stratified market, a little bit of a smaller group,” Williams said. 

“I’m not sure they have direct impact on the larger group of starters that are still available.” 

 

Dallas Keuchel is another pitcher who could be placed in the group with Corbin and Eovaldi. The Reds reportedly have some 

interest, but they will probably need his price tag to drop. 

 

The Reds are likely targeting the middle-tier of pitchers, which includes J.A. Happ, Wade Miley, Gio Gonzalez and Matt Harvey. If 

any of them sign this week, it could set the market for the big group of free agent pitchers. 

 

Will we see more trades? 

 

With a few teams looking to slash their payroll for the upcoming season, there have been some trades. Left-handed starter James 

Paxton was dealt to the New York Yankees and first baseman Paul Goldschmidt was traded to the St. Louis Cardinals. 

 

The Cleveland Indians are reportedly looking to deal one of their pricey starters, Corey Kluber or Trevor Bauer. The Yankees want 

to move Sonny Gray, who struggled in a larger market, and the Arizona Diamondbacks are listening to offers for Zack Greinke. If 

the Reds want to add a top-tier starter, they will likely have to part with one of their top prospects. 

 

Do the Reds look at more relievers? 

 



When the offseason started, Williams said he thought the Reds needed to add two pitchers. That didn’t necessarily mean two starters 

as the importance of a strong bullpen continues to grow. According to MLB.com, the Reds are one of the teams showing interest in 

Joakim Soria. 

 

The Reds likely won’t be players for the top free agent closers, but they could look to add another piece to their group of late-inning 

relievers. Pitching coach Derek Johnson showed how effective a strong bullpen could be for the Milwaukee Brewers last season. 

 

How does the market for center fielders shape up? 

 

The Reds created an opening in center field when they decided Billy Hamilton was becoming too expensive in his final year of 

arbitration. They don’t have a natural successor among their internal options, though they could use Scott Schebler or top prospect 

Nick Senzel in center. 

 

Williams said the Reds can choose one of two options: a cheap defensive replacement or pay for a well-rounded center fielder. The 

Reds have shown interest in free agent A.J. Pollock, but he’s reportedly seeking a contract around five years, $80 million. Other 

veteran options could include Andrew McCutchen and Adam Jones. 

 

NO EXTENSION TALKS: After the Reds opted not to tender Hamilton a contract, second baseman Scooter Gennett became the 

club’s only player who will be eligible for arbitration for the third time this offseason. 

 

Gennett, who can become a free agent at the end of the 2019 season, could make around $12 million next season. He said last 

summer that he wanted to sign a long-term extension with the Reds, but Williams said no extensions are imminent. 

 

“There’s too much in the air in terms of roster construction going forward,” Williams said. “I don’t think you’ll see us working on 

extensions for anybody, not just Scooter-specific. I don’t see any other extensions happening kind of in the next 30 days while we’re 

sorting out the roster.” 

 

The Reds have five players eligible for arbitration this offseason: Gennett, Anthony DeSclafani (second time), Michael Lorenzen 

(second time), Curt Casali (first time) and José Peraza (first time). 

 

“Flexibility is important to us, so we will be careful about a lot of extensions,” Williams said. 

 

 

Former Cincinnati Reds pitcher Lee Smith elected to Baseball Hall of Fame on Veterans ballot 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  
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LAS VEGAS – Lee Smith, who ranks third all-time in career saves and played one season with the Reds, was elected to the 

National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum on Sunday through the Today’s Game Era ballot. 

 

Smith pitched in 43 games for the Reds in 1996, posting a 3-4 record and 4.06 ERA in the second-to-last season of his career. Smith 

finished with 478 career saves, including two with the Reds. Harold Baines, a longtime outfielder and designated hitter for the 

Chicago White Sox and Baltimore Orioles, was also elected to the Hall of Fame. 

 

Both players will be inducted into the Hall of Fame on July 21 alongside any players elected by the Baseball Writers’ Association of 

America vote in January. 

 

Smith, who played eight seasons with the Chicago Cubs and four with the St. Louis Cardinals, received 100 percent of the vote from 

the 16-member Today’s Game Era committee. His highest voting percentage on the BBWAA ballot was 50.6 percent in 2012. 

 

Former Reds managers Lou Piniella and Davey Johnson were among the 10 people considered on the Today's Game Era ballot. 

Piniella received 11 votes, one shy of election to the Hall of Fame. Piniella managed the Reds to their most recent World Series title 

in 1990. Johnson received fewer than five votes. 

 

Piniella will be eligible to be a Today's Game Era candidate again in 2021. 

 

 

 
 


