
Prep continues for Tribe-Twins series in PR 
By Jon Paul Morosi MLB.com @jonmorosi 
As the Puerto Rican Winter League began its abbreviated schedule Friday, preparations continued for Major League Baseball's return to the 
island. 
 
This year's regular-season series between the Twins and Indians will be played as scheduled, despite the devastation wrought by Hurricane 
Maria last fall. One source told MLB.com that ticket information for the games, set for April 17 and 18 at Hiram Bithorn Stadium in San Juan, 
could be announced formally as early as next week. 
 
Although the ballpark sustained damage when Hurricane Maria made landfall in Puerto Rico as a Category 4 storm, MLB officials are confident 
that Hiram Bithorn Stadium will return to its normal functionality in advance of the series. 
 
MLB and the MLB Players Association are working on details of community outreach events surrounding the series, which will bring MLB 
regular-season games to Puerto Rico for the first time since 2010. Those efforts will be aided by notable Puerto Rican-born players on both 
rosters: All-Star shortstop Francisco Lindor and catcher Roberto Perez for the Indians, and right-hander Jose Berrios, outfielder Eddie Rosario 
and first baseman/designated hitter Kennys Vargas for the Twins. 
 
Meanwhile, numerous MLB-affiliated players will participate in this winter's edition of la Liga de Beisbol Profesional Roberto Clemente, as it is 
known on the island. Teams from Caguas, Carolina, Mayaguez and Santurce are scheduled to play 18 games -- many of which will occur in the 
afternoon to reduce the need for lighting at a time when many Puerto Ricans still are living without electricity in their homes. 
 
The April series in San Juan marks the beginning of an ambitious schedule of international games for MLB and the MLBPA in the coming 
years. The Dodgers and Padres will visit Monterrey, Mexico, for a three-game series May 4-6. And while plans beyond this year remain 
unconfirmed, the 2019 MLB schedule could include regular-season series in Japan, Mexico and London. 
 
Tribe confident in Alonso's plate adjustments 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
CLEVELAND -- The Indians' front office spent a lot of time dissecting the production turned in by Yonder Alonso last season. If he was going to 
be Cleveland's new first baseman, the team's evaluators needed to believe that what Alonso did last year was real and not a one-season 
anomaly. 
 
It is well documented that Alonso underwent changes to his swing mechanics and adopted a more aggressive mentality last year. What 
Cleveland needed to do -- before signing him to a two-year, $16 million contract Dec. 23 -- was delve into the data to determine whether those 
adjustments were sustainable. The Indians came away convinced the results were not a fluke. 
 
"It was a purposeful adjustment that Yonder made," said Chris Antonetti, the Indians' president of baseball operations. "It's also not a one-year 
trend. If you look at the underlying numbers for him, he's been a guy who has typically controlled the strike zone, been patient at the plate, and 
this year he made an adjustment to that approach and hit for some more power. That's also continuing a trend of building on improved exit 
velocities over the course of the last three or four seasons." 
 
Part of Alonso's altered approach last year was aimed at hitting the ball harder and getting pitches into the air more often, making him one of 
the poster boys for the so-called fly-ball revolution. That kind of strategy can come with some sacrifices, though. As Antonetti mentioned, 
Alonso's average exit velocity has indeed increased over the course of the past few years, but his contact and strikeout rates have suffered in 
the process. 
 
Here's a look at Alonso's change in exit velocity, per Statcast™: 
2015: 87.7 mph 
2016: 88.2 mph 
2017: 89.2 mph 
 
And here is how his average launch angle has evolved: 
2015: 7.6 degrees 
2016: 10.3 degrees 
2017: 19.4 degrees 
 
Along the way, Alonso's swinging-strike rate increased as follows: 
2015: 6.6 percent 
2016: 7.4 percent 
2017: 11.4 percent 
 
Now, as long as the contact made is having a larger offensive impact, a player and his team can live with more whiffs (his 22.6 percent strikeout 
rate was his highest in a full season). What Alonso showed last year was that his increased fly-ball rate (43.2 percent in '17 compared to 33.3 
percent in '16) was leading to more run production, even with his swinging-strike rate climbing and contact percentage down (75.6 in '17 vs. 
83.9 in '16). 



 
Overall, Alonso turned in a .266/.365/.501 slash line with a career-high 28 home runs and 2.4 WAR (per FanGraphs). He did a lot of his 
damage against fastballs, posting a .613 slugging percentage against heaters in '17, compared to a .411 slugging against fastballs in '16. 
Alonso had a 1.000 OPS on June 22 with a 50.7 percent fly-ball rate through that point of the season in 234 plate appearances. 
 
This spray chart doesn't account for environmental elements, but does factor in wall. Had Yonder Alonso called Progressive Field home in 
2017, there might not have been a heck of a lot of difference in his HR total. Thanks to @mike_petriello for the assist. 
 
From there, Alonso encountered some turbulence both on and off the field. Pitchers began decreasing fastball usage against Alonso and tried 
to exploit different areas of the strike zone against him. There was also the human element of an uncertain future. Trade rumors swirled and 
came to fruition Aug. 6, when the A's shipped him to the Mariners. On top of that, Alonso was not sure where free agency would take him this 
offseason. 
 
After June 22, Alonso hit .242 with a .756 OPS and 37.2 percent fly-ball rate in his final 287 plate appearances. 
 
"I think it was a mixture of a lot of things," Alonso said. "Outside the game, a lot of things were going on. I have a family and I didn't know where 
I was going to be tomorrow and it was tough on that part. And then getting ready for the game was hard as well. For me, it was just learning 
what guys were doing to me, adjusting to that and then once I got adjusted to that, I was able to be healthy and my mind was healthy." 
Another metric that might suggest that Alonso's showing last year was no fluke was the difference in his weighted on-base average (.376) and 
expected wOBA (.368). When xwOBA -- a metric that accounts both for defense-independent outcomes of batted balls based on exit velocity 
and launch angle as well as strikeouts and walks -- is close to a player's wOBA, that indicates that what took place on the field is similar to what 
should have happened based on quality of contact. 
 
Alonso also pointed out that he bounced back over the season's final six weeks, following an offensive lull that stretched from late June through 
early August. From Aug. 12 on, Alonso hit .288 with an .865 OPS, 40.2 percent fly-ball rate and a 138 weighted Runs Created Plus (indicating 
he was 38 percent above league average in that stretch). 
 
"Any time a player makes an adjustment like Yonder did," Antonetti said, "the league is going to try to adjust back to him. He still was able to 
find some degrees of success in the second half with Seattle, but pitchers made some adjustments. We're confident that the approach and 
changes he made will translate into continued success moving forward." 
 
Bradley headlines list of Spring Training NRIs 
By Jason Beck MLB.com @beckjason 
The Indians will have no shortage of pitching candidates in Spring Training as they try to tinker with their bullpen. The team announced eight 
non-roster invitees to Major League camp on Thursday, with five of those invitations going to pitchers. 
 
While first-base prospect Bobby Bradley headlines the list of in-house invites, the bulk of the invitations go to relief pitchers. Right-handers 
Louis Head, Cameron Hill, Josh Martin and Cole Sulser will report to big league camp as the Indians try to sort out their bullpen without Bryan 
Shaw and Joe Smith. Head, Martin and Sulser spent last season in the bullpen at Triple-A Columbus, while Hill was an Eastern League All-Star 
closer at Double-A Akron. 
 
First baseman Nellie Rodriguez and corner infielder Richie Shaffer also received invites. In addition, the Indians signed lefty Robert Zarate to a 
Minor League contract with a non-roster invite as the 30-year-old mounts a comeback from left elbow surgery. The former Blue Jays prospect 
hasn't pitched in professional baseball the past two seasons due to injuries, but made an impression pitching winter ball this offseason in 
Venezuela. Left-handed hitters went just 5-for-32 against Zarate this winter, while he posted 33 strikeouts over 36 1/3 innings with 33 hits 
allowed. 
 
Bradley ranks third on MLB Pipeline's list of Indians prospects and is listed as the fourth overall first-base prospect in the Majors.The 21-year-
old left-handed hitter, a former third-round Draft pick, hit .251 with 25 doubles, 23 home runs, 89 RBIs and a .796 OPS at Akron, then batted 
.230 (17-for-74) in 18 games in the Arizona Fall League. He'll get a glimpse of big league pitching in Spring Training as he tries to make an 
impression on coaches and evaluators for the future. 
Head, a former 18th-round pick out of Texas State, went 3-2 with a 3.23 ERA in 50 appearances at Columbus, including seven saves. The 27-
year-old held opponents to 50 hits over 61 1/3 innings with 28 walks and 65 strikeouts, good for 9.5 strikeouts per nine innings. 
 
Martin missed two months last season with elbow inflammation, but still posted four saves and a 3.25 ERA in 30 appearances in his second 
season with Columbus. The 28-year-old allowed 36 hits over as many innings with eight walks and 38 strikeouts. 
 
Sulser, who turns 28 in March, compiled a 2.70 ERA and three saves in 45 games between Akron and Columbus last year as he made the 
transition to a full-time reliever. The former 25th-round pick struck out 59 batters over 48 innings with the Clippers. 
 
Hill posted 13 saves and finished 28 games in Akron last year before making two appearances with Columbus at season's end. The 23-year-
old, a former 17th-round pick, allowed 55 hits over 62 1/3 innings with 16 walks and 50 strikeouts. 
 



Rodriguez batted .170 (64-for-377) with 14 doubles, 17 home runs and 49 RBIs at Columbus in 2017, and has 86 homers over his last four 
seasons in the Indians farm system. Shaffer, a former Rays infielder and first-round pick claimed off waivers last offseason, hit 30 homers for 
Columbus to go with a .227 average, 89 RBIs and an .802 OPS while playing the corner infield and outfield spots. 
 
Statcast metrics show Zimmer's dynamic talent 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
CLEVELAND -- As the story goes, Bradley Zimmer was in the Indians' training room after having worn a fastball to the ribs earlier in the 
afternoon in a Cactus League game three springs ago. When the medical staff examined his side, there was no bruising or mark to be found. 
 
"This guy's a machine," Michael Brantley said nearby. 
 
That is why "Machine" wound up on the back of Zimmer's jersey for Players Weekend last season, which was the rookie's first taste of the 
Major League stage. The center fielder lived up to the moniker, too. Zimmer flashed an exceptionally powerful arm from the outfield, chased 
down drives to the gap with jaw-dropping dives, raced around the bases at elite speeds and had baseballs rocket off his bat at incredible rates. 
 
Zimmer, who is listed at 6-foot-5 and 220 pounds, looks like a prototype for Statcast™ metrics. Thanks to the tracking system that now exists in 
every Major League stadium, the eye test can be supported with data. It is easy to be impressed by Zimmer's baseball tools, but now there are 
numbers to illustrate where he stands against some of the game's top athletes. 
 
"He showed he can be a really dynamic Major League player who's capable of impacting the game in a variety of ways," said Indians president 
of baseball operations Chris Antonetti. "He was really consistent defensively and on the bases throughout the course of his time in the Major 
Leagues." 
 
Here is some of what Statcast™ -- or maybe it should be called "Bradcast" -- captured from Zimmer in 2017. 
 
Sprint Speed 
A new metric unveiled with Statcast™ in 2017 was Sprint Speed, which measures how many feet per second a player runs in his fastest one-
second window. Zimmer was not only the fastest player on the Indians, but one of the fastest players in the Major Leagues. 
 
Here were the 2017 Sprint Speed leaders: 
 
1. Byron Buxton: 30.2 ft/s 
2. Billy Hamilton: 30.1 
3. Zimmer: 29.9 
 
Zimmer, who was only up with Cleveland for 101 games, recorded the fastest home-to-first (3.7 seconds) and home-to-third (11.5 seconds) 
times for the team last season. He stole 18 bases in 19 attempts, collected 13 infield singles and had four bunt hits. In the outfield, Zimmer's top 
Sprint Speed was clocked at 32.5 feet per second. 
 
Every once in a while, Zimmer could turn a routine grounder into a spectacle. Consider what happened in the seventh inning against the Royals 
on Aug. 26. The rookie chopped a pitch to Eric Hosmer, who gloved the ball while Zimmer was still at the edge of the dirt circle around home 
plate. Hosmer did not have far to go to step on the bag, but Zimmer hustled up the line (30.4 Sprint Speed) and slid in safely in the nick of time. 
"He's so big compared to what we think of as the speedy guys," Indians relief ace Andrew Miller said last year. "Whether that's just getting from 
home to first, beating out a ground ball, running in a gap, stealing a base, it's a little bit confusing to the eyes. You're used to seeing the little 
guys that are the speedsters. He can compete with anybody, it seems like." 
 
Exit Velocity 
Tape-measure shots were not a part of Zimmer's package in his rookie year, when he cleared the fence eight times. It was the velocity at which 
baseballs left his bat that jumped out. 
 
On July 25, Zimmer unloaded on a pitch from Jesse Chavez of the Angels, sending it out to center at Progressive Field at 112.2 mph. That 
blast -- his first career grand slam -- marked the hardest-hit regular-season home run by an Indians batter since Statcast™ began in 2015. It 
narrowly edged out a 112.1-mph shot from Francisco Lindor on Sept. 30, 2016. 
 
Zimmer also boasts the hardest-hit ball of any kind for a Cleveland hitter since Statcast™ launched (regular season or playoffs). That was a 
114.6-mph double off Sonny Gray on May 30 last summer. Zimmer has actually recorded three of the 10-fastest exit velocities in the past three 
seasons for an Indians batter. Last year, he also led the Tribe (min. 150 batted ball events) with 30.5 percent (62 of 203) of recorded balls in 
play having an exit velocity of at least 100 mph. 
 
Arm Strength 
For nearly three months last season, Zimmer owned the hardest thrown outfield assist in the Majors. Brett Phillips of the Brewers stole the 
crown with a 104-mph assist on Sept. 13, pushing Zimmer down a peg. Those two stood tall when it came to powerful throws among 
outfielders. 
 



Zimmer's 101.5-mph assist on June 18 -- a low laser that skipped over the mound and arrived in catcher Roberto Perez's glove in time to halt 
Max Kepler from scoring -- was actually his second-hardest recorded throw of the year. He also had a throw clocked at 102.5 mph on July 31. 
 
Statcast™ registered 18 throws from outfielders at 100 mph or faster last season. Zimmer led the way with five of those throws, with Phillips 
coming in second with four. Overall in 2017, Zimmer had three of the seven-hardest throws, six in the Top 20 and eight in the Top 25. 
 
Vizquel's unique -- and divisive -- HOF case 
By Joe Posnanski MLB.com @JPosnanski 
My least favorite part of the Hall of Fame process is that, inevitably, fantastic baseball players get repeatedly run down, year after year. I say 
this knowing full well that I have been, and undoubtedly will continue to be (even in this very article), one of the main run-downers. The trouble 
is that people want to know WHY you didn't vote for a terrific player like, say, Fred McGriff. And to explain why you didn't vote for McGriff you 
have to make the case that McGriff wasn't quite good enough to get your vote. 
 
No matter how you try to cushion it, this will sound like you're running McGriff down. 
Omar Vizquel was a great baseball player, a joyous one, a breathtaking fielder, so much fun to watch, the sort of player that you fall in love in 
love with. And for the next few years, it seems all but certain his name will be on the Hall of Fame ballot, and that means his many fans will 
scream about the grand injustice of him not getting elected while the rest will tear his career apart. His fans will repeat and repeat all the great 
things about his career -- the 11 Gold Glove Awards, the 2,877 hits, the career-best fielding percentage for a shortstop -- while the rest will tell 
you all those things Vizquel could not do, savagely listing off his Hall of Fame shortcomings, making hard comparisons with a Hall of Famer like 
Ozzie Smith and contesting that he cannot win because Vizquel just wasn't as good a player as Smith. 
 
See, I just did it. And I'll do it again. 
 
It's a shame. The Hall of Fame, it seems to me, should be about remembering wonderful players like Vizquel and what made them wonderful. 
Nobody in the history of baseball was smoother or more effective at the barehanded play. His durability was freakish. The guy was playing a 
good Major League shortstop into his mid-40s, and there isn't another player who did that, not even Honus Wagner, who retired at 43. 
 
And Vizquel turned himself from a completely overmatched offensive player into a decent one, sometimes even better than decent -- his 1999 
season was very good. He hit .333/.397/.436 with 42 stolen bases; that was one heck of a year for a guy whose OPS+ coming into that season 
was 79. 
 
That was also by far Vizquel's best offensive season, but he had three or four other pretty good ones -- in 2000, he scored 100 runs, in '02, he 
hit a career high 14 home runs, in '04 and '06 he proved useful offensively. When you consider that as a 26-year-old, he hit .255/.319/.298, it 
becomes clear how much Vizquel grew as an offensive player. 
 
Yes, Vizquel was terrific. There are a million awesome Vizquel stories to tell, fun ones, stories that don't necessarily give you an insight into his 
greatness but are just interesting, like the story of Viquel's feud with one-time Cleveland teammate Jose Mesa. As you probably know, Mesa 
took the mound in the ninth inning of the 1997 World Series Game 7 against Florida. The Tribe was up, 2-1. Mesa coughed up a single to 
Moises Alou, struck out Bobby Bonilla and then gave up another single to Charles Johnson, putting runners on first and third. Craig Counsell 
then hit the game-tying sacrifice fly. Cleveland lost the game in extra innings. 
 
Vizquel was among the many who were, let's say, displeased. 
 
"All we had to do was get three outs and we'd win the ultimate title," Vizquel wrote in his book, "Omar!" "The eyes of the world were focused on 
every move we made. Unfortunately, Jose's own eyes were vacant. Completely empty. Nobody home. You could almost see right through him. 
 
"Jose's first pitch bounced five feet in front of the plate. And as every Cleveland Indians fan knows, things got worse from there." 
 
Mesa, not surprisingly, didn't see it quite the same way. More to the point, he told one reporter: "I want to kill him." 
 
"I don't know if that's really what he meant when he said that," Vizquel told another reporter. "Sometimes we would say in Spanish, 'I'm gonna 
kill you.' But in the translation, that's not really what we meant." 
 
Yeah, um, Mesa meant it. He promised that if he faced Vizquel 10 more times, he would hit Vizquel with a pitch 10 times. "Even my little boy 
told me to get him," Mesa said, and sure enough the next time they faced each other, Mesa threw at Vizquel, missed him and then threw at him 
again and got him. 
Mesa did not face Vizquel for almost four years after that -- by that time, Mesa was on Colorado and Vizquel was with San Francisco. Four 
years. That's a long time. Mesa plunked Vizquel with a fastball in the back. 
 
"He's 3-for-3!" Vizquel griped, suggesting that there was actually another time -- maybe in Spring Training or winter ball -- when Mesa hit him. 
"I'm a little tired of it. It's just stupid that he can still remember and still hold that grudge." 
 
My favorite part is that Felipe Alou was the manager of the Giants then; a nice coincidence in that he's the father of Moises, who scored the 
game-tying run in 1997. Anyway, Alou had prepared home-plate umpire Jeff Nelson for this possibility by suggesting an article that described 



the feud. After Mesa hit Vizquel, Alou raged that Mesa had to be ejected. Nelson disagreed. And when reminded of the article, Nelson said: "I 
didn't read it." 
 
Anyway, that was the last time -- Mesa faced Vizquel three more times, all in situations where he really couldn't afford to hit Vizquel, and so he 
didn't. 
 
There are a million fun Vizquel stories like that, stories that would be great to tell, including the life story of a kid from Venezuela with no bat 
who played through the Minor Leagues, finally convinced the Seattle Mariners that his glove was too good not to play, developed and grew and 
ended up playing 24 years, compiling almost 2,900 hits even though he only had a .272 average, stealing more than 400 bases and scoring 
almost 1,500 runs. 
What an amazing story that is. 
 
But, here's the deal: I don't believe Vizquel quite rises to level of a Hall of Famer. And because I don't believe that I must start explaining why 
not when he has all those hits and all those Gold Glove Awards and so on. I have to argue that, despite the handful of useful seasons, Vizquel 
was a well-below-average big league hitter. His 82 OPS+ is the lowest for any player with more than 10,000 plate appearances. 
 
And I have to make the case that while his defense was superb, it doesn't quite match up with Smith and Mark Belanger and Luis Aparicio and 
other legends of the game. 
 
To take just one example: By Baseball Reference's RField -- runs above average from shortstops -- Vizquel ranks 13th. 
1. Belanger, 241 
2. Smith, 239 
3. Cal Ripken, 181 
4. Joe Tinker, 180 
5. Andrelton Simmons, 163 
13. Vizquel, 128 
 
Between Simmons and Vizquel are the great (Aparicio, Marty Marion, Rabbit Maranville) and the good (Jack Wilson, Rey Sanchez). 
 
You don't want to put any stock at all in advanced defensive stats? There's not much I can do about that? You can do other bits of analysis. 
Let's do that dreaded Ozzie Smith comparison. For one thing, Smith was a better hitter than Vizquel in context, and he was much, much higher 
regarded in his time. 
 
All Star appearances 
Smith: 15 
Vizquel: 3 
 
MVP votes 
Smith: Got votes in six years, finished a close second in 1987. 
Vizquel: Got votes one year, finished 16th that year. 
 
But let's look at their defense as compared with other players in the league -- these are not advanced stats but basic ones: 
 
Years led league in shortstop assists  
Smith: 8 
Vizquel: 0 
 
Years led in shortstop putouts  
Smith: 2 
Viqzuel: 1 
 
Years led league in shortstop double plays  
Smith: 5 
Vizquel: 0 
 
Years led league in range factor per game  
Smith: 7 
Vizquel: 0 
Vizquel's best defensive claim is that he has the highest fielding percentage ever for a shortstop at .985. But even here, Smith compares better 
to his time: 
 
Years led shortstops in fielding percentage  
Smith: 8 
Vizquel: 6 



 
Vizquel was a sensational player, and I wish that the examination could end there. But the Baseball Hall of Fame has a high bar and great 
shortstops like Dave Concepcion, Bert Campaneris, Miguel Tejada, Vern Stephens, Nomar Garciaparra, Maury Wills, Belanger, Tony 
Fernandez and Jim Fregosi did not quite make the cut. I think Vizquel fits best in this special group of players -- and there should be no shame 
in that. 
 
But many think he was better than this group, believe that he should be in Cooperstown, and so the argument will rage on for a while. There's 
really nothing to be done about that except to remember that these are arguments about greatness and even greater greatness. Vizquel was 
one heck of a player. 
 
Cleveland Indians minor leaguer Todd Isaacs beats co ld by hosting home run derby on beach in Bahamas 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio - It's hard to have warm thoughts at this moment. The wind chill keeps creeping toward zero or below. On Tuesday it hit 15 
degrees, a heat wave in Northeast Ohio, but still not warm enough to convince Hue Jackson to take a plunge into Lake Erie. 
 
But on the white sand beaches of Nassau in the Bahamas, Todd Isaacs is warm and relaxed. The Indians drafted Isaacs in the 19th round in 
2015 out of Palm Beach (Fla.) State College. On Saturday, he'll host the first Don't Blink Home Run Derby in Paradise. 
 
 
Baseball is still trying to get a toehold in the Bahamas. Basketball and cricket are the two most popular spots, but Isaacs is trying to change 
that. What better way to do it than combining the beauty of a tropical island with the best part thing about baseball - the home run? 
 
The sticking point? There isn't a ballpark in the Bahamas to hold a home run derby. Isaacs, born in New Providence, Bahamas, didn't let that 
stop him. 
 
"We don't really have a stadium in the Bahamas or fields where you can host international teams," he said. "It just came to me one day. Let's 
have a home run derby, but instead of doing it on the field, we can do it on the beach and hit the balls into the water. 
 
"When you think of the Bahamas, you think of the beaches and warm tropical weather. And when it comes to baseball, the most exciting part of 
the game are home runs. I was thinking, what better way to do it?" 
 
Show up and show out!! #teamisaacs #team6 #teamlilt pic.twitter.com/zw0TelP3DN 
 
-- Todd Isaacs (@_TIsaacs10) December 30, 2017 
If Isaacs doesn't make it to the big leagues as an outfielder, he has a future in marketing. He's an idea man. 
 
"Baseball is a growing sport in the Bahamas," said Isaacs. "A few years ago, I'd say there were three or four Bahamians in professional 
baseball. Now today there are 18 of us and the oldest is probably 22 or 23 years old and just finished playing Double-A ball. 
 
 
"I was thinking what can I do to get us all together? To come together to where we can give back to the Bahamian people and the Bahamian 
people can get to see who we are and get familiar with us?" 
 
Thus was born The Don't Blink Home Run Derby on Saturday at Montagu Beach. First pitch is scheduled for noon. 
 
Isaacs is the only member of the Indians' system competing, but pitchers Triston McKenzie, Juan Hillman and Tahnaj Thomas are scheduled to 
take in the festivities. Thomas is from the Bahamas. 
 
Other Bahamian players scheduled to compete include outfielder Anfemee Seymour, Atlanta; shortstop Lucius Fox, Tampa Bay; outfielder 
Jervis Champ Stuart, Mets; shortstop Jasrado Chisholm, Arizona; outfielder Chavez Young, Toronto; outfielder Reshard Munroe, Cincinnati; 
utility man Byron Murray, Giants; outfielder Larry Alcime, Pittsburgh; outfielder Dominic Collie, Arizona; outfielder Trent Deveaux, Angels; 
outfielder Kristian Robinson, Arizona and outfielder D'Shawn Knowles, Angels. 
 
Filling out the field from the United States are shortstop Dee Gordon, Twins; utility man Dante Bichette Jr., Yankees and shortstop Bo Bichette, 
Toronto. 
 
Isaacs said distance markers will be set in the Atlantic Ocean to judge the distance of the home runs hit. Kayakers will retrieve the balls before 
they become too waterlogged so they can be used by youth baseball teams in the Bahamas. 
Last year Isaacs, 21, hit .224 (66-for-295) with nine homers and 33 RBI at Class A Lake County. It was the most home runs he's hit in three 
seasons in the Tribe's minor league system. 
 
Isaacs, despite the meager output, was asked if he was favored to win the derby on Saturday. 
 
"100 percent," he said with a laugh. "All my chips are on the table. The inaugural event that I put together, no way I can lose. 



"Maybe next year or the year after. This year, there's no way I can lose. I don't know how it's going to happen. We have some really good 
hitters. But no way I lose." 
 
Proceeds from the derby will go to the Cancer Society in the Bahamas and youth baseball in the Bahamas. 
 
Hurricane Maria can't stop Cleveland Indians-Twins from their two-game series in Puerto Rico 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio - The Indians and Twins are still scheduled to play a two-game regular season series in hurricane-ravaged Puerto Rico in 
April. 
 
On Wednesday, Indians owner Paul Dolan, Twins President David St. Peter and San Juan Mayor Carmen Yulin Cruz will hold a press 
conference at Hiram Bithorn Stadium in Puerto Rico to formally announce the series and how tickets can be purchased. They are expected to 
unveil plans to raise money for Puerto Rico's hurricane victims. 
 
Players from Puerto Rico expected to be in attendance on Wednesday include Indians catcher Roberto Perez and Eddie Rosario, Kennys 
Vargas and Jose Berrios from the Twins. 
 
It has been more than three months since Hurricane Maria hit Puerto Rico and the recovery is going slowly. An estimated 50 percent of the 
island still doesn't have power and thousands of Puerto Ricans have left their homes for the United States. 
 
Reports say 95 percent of the power could be restored by the end of February or early March, but the entire island may not have lights until 
June. 
 
The Indians and Twins are scheduled to play April 17-18 at Hiram Bithorn Stadium in San Juan. The Twins will be the home team. 
 
The stadium was damaged by the hurricane, but on Dec. 10 St. Louis catcher Yadier Molina held a celebrity softball game and home run derby 
there to raise money to help Puerto Rico's recovery. Over 20,000 fans attended and the event raised an estimated $200,000. 
Perez, Francisco Lindor and Carlos Baerga of the Indians took part in the charity event. 
 
The Indians have played spring-training games in Puerto Rico, but never a regular season game. The Mets and Marlins played the last regular-
season series in Puerto Rico in 2010. 
 
Cleveland Indians plan on moving Jason Kipnis back t o second base for 2018 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Jason Kipnis, a man without a position since the end of last season, is expected to return to second base for the Indians 
to start the 2018 season. 
 
Kipnis lost his job late last year due to injuries and the play of Jose Ramirez. When he came off the disabled list on Sept. 16 for the second 
time, Kipnis moved to center field to replace injured Bradley Zimmer because manager Terry Francona didn't want to interfere with the play of 
shortstop Francisco Lindor and Ramirez in the middle of the diamond. 
 
With Kipnis expected to return to second, the Indians can move Ramirez back to third and close a hole in their lineup. Ramirez was the AL 
starting third baseman in the All-Star Game in Miami. 
 
It has been a interesting offseason for Kipnis. 
 
He has been the subject of almost daily trade rumors. The Indians, meanwhile, seemed to consider him the next Ben Zobrist. Just recently it 
sounded like he would spend the 2018 season -- if he wasn't traded -- bouncing between the outfield and infield.    
Things went wrong in a hurry for Kipnis in 2017 when he strained his right rotator cuff in spring training and opened the year on the disabled list. 
He visited the DL two more times with a strained right hamstring that limited him to 90 games. 
 
On Sept. 17, Kipnis made his debut in center field after playing the first 843 games of his career at second or DH. He stayed in center field 
through the ALDS. After that he became a nomad. 
Kipnis was definitely available for trade, but the fact that he had just over $30 million left on the last two years of his contract made it hard for 
the Indians to trade him. 
 
The decision to put Kipnis back at second -- he might still go back to the outfield if there is an injury -- comes as somewhat of a surprise. Some 
in the organization liked the idea of playing Lindor and Ramirez in the middle of the diamond backed by Zimmer in center field. Those are three 
Gold-Glove caliber defenders. 
 
Throw in the strong defense of catchers Yan Gomes and Roberto Perez and it's a sound argument because the Indians depend so much on 
their pitching staff. Lindor won a Gold and Platinum Glove for his defense in 2016. Ramirez and Lindor were Gold Glove finalists last year. 
 



Last year Ramirez, who played 577 1/3 innings at second, received a defensive runs saved grade of +5 from Fangraphs.com. Kipnis, a 
converted outfielder, received a +4 in defensive runs saved in 1,309 1/3 innings at second from Fangraphs in 2016. 
So the Indians are apparently going back to their old infield arrangement of Kipnis at second, Lindor at short and Ramirez at third. They 
reached Game 7 of the World Series in 2016 with that alignment. The one change, of course, is that first baseman Carlos Santana has been 
replaced by Yonder Alonso. 
 
Kipnis, 31 on April 3, hit .275 (168-for-610) with 41 doubles, 23 homers and 82 RBI in 2016. He set career highs in runs (91), homers and extra 
base hits (68). If he can repeat that in 2018, it would be hard to complain. 
 
The one thing that may put Kipnis back in the outfield, temporarily, is if Michael Brantley isn't ready to open the season in left field. Brantley 
underwent right ankle surgery at the end of the ALDS and might not be ready for opening day. 
 
There was speculation that Brantley might move to first base after two injury-filled years. But the acquisition of Alonso to replace Santana 
indicates that Brantley will stay in left field. 
 
The Indians drafted Kipnis out of Arizona State with their second pick in 2009. He played center field in college, but the Indians quickly 
converted him to second base. It would appear, with the Indians opening spring training on Feb. 14, he's back where he belongs. 
 
Left-hander Boone Logan, yet another free agent, sa ys goodbye to Cleveland Indians 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio - When the Indians didn't exercise left-hander Boone Logan's $7 million option in November, it increased the Indians' free 
agent pool to seven players. To date four of those players have joined other teams, including Logan. 
 
Logan, pending a physical, has agreed to a one-year deal with Milwaukee. The deal, including a club option for 2019, is worth a guaranteed 
$2.5 million. He will receive $1.875 million in 2018 with a club option worth $4.125 million or a $625,000 buyout in 2019. 
 
The Indians signed Logan in February to a one-year, $6.5 million deal. The contract included a $7 million club option with a $1 million signing 
bonus in 2018. 
 
Manager Terry Francona envisioned Logan being the first lefty he'd go to out of the bullpen, while saving Andrew Miller for the late innings. 
Logan never found a groove in that role and on July 19 his season ended when he tore his left lat muscle in a game against the Giants. 
 
Logan chose not to have surgery on the injury. At the time was unclear when he'd be able to pitch again. 
To date the Indians have seen free agents Carlos Santana, Bryan Shaw, Joe Smith and Logan leave. Santana signed a three-year, $60 million 
deal with the Phillies. Shaw signed a three-year, $27 million deal with the Rockies. Smith signed a two-year, $15 million deal with Houston. 
 
Jay Bruce, Austin Jackson and Craig Breslow are the other free agents who spent time with the Indians last year. It would be surprising if any 
return to the Tribe for 2018. 
 
Last year Logan, 33, went 1-0 with a 4.71 ERA in 38 games. He pitched only 21 innings, striking out 28 and walking nine. 
 
Lake County Captains extend safety netting at Class ic Park for 2018 season 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio - The Lake County Captains, who play their home games at Classic Park in Eastlake, will extend safety netting to the 
outfield ends of the dugouts along the first- and third-base lines for the 2018 season. 
 
The Captains are one of the Class A teams in the Indians' minor-league system. 
 
The current netting at the ballpark covers the seats behind home plate (sections 108 to 113). The new netting provides additional protection for 
fans sitting in sections 106 and 107 on the first base side and sections 114 and 115 on the third base side. 
 
A release from the Captains said the current netting behind home plate meets the safety recommendations of MLB. The new netting provides 
additional protection for fans from balls or bats that go into the stands. 
In December the Indians said they would extend the safety netting at Progressive Field to a similar length for the 2018 season. The Indians are 
one of at least six big-league teams to add more protective netting after a young girl was hit in the face by a foul ball last year at Yankee 
Stadium. 
 
"The Lake County Captains take fan safety very seriously and take many steps during each game to alert fans about the inherent risks of 
broken bats and foul balls inadvertently entering the stands," said Lake County GM Neil Stein in a statement. 
 
"While the Captains have many measures in place to remind fans to pay attention to the game at all times, this additional netting will create 
more awareness about fan safety and provide more choices for attendees who would prefer to sit behind the protective net. We have been 
working closely with the city of Eastlake on this project, and are glad that the extended safety netting will be in place for our fans by Opening 
Day." 



Added Eastlake Mayor Dennis Morley, "The city of Eastlake built Classic Park to provide a safe, affordable, entertainment destination for the 
folks of northeast Ohio. This additional safety netting helps to ensure Classic Park remains a safe and welcoming ballpark for fans coming to 
Eastlake to catch one of the Captains' 70 home games, a Lake Erie College baseball game or for any of the numerous other events hosted at 
the ballpark annually." 
As part of the project, the netting behind home plate will be replaced. Victory Athletics from Mantua will install the safety netting, which will be 
made of a thinner, stronger material called Dinema, which should make it easier for fans to see the action on the field. 
 
Cleveland Indians invite eight non-roster players, including five pitchers, to big-league camp 
By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio - How are the Indians going to fill holes in their bullpen? Well, it appears there are going to be a lot of pitchers coming to 
camp on minor-league deals to see if they can be the new Bryan Shaw or Joe Smith. 
 
The Indians announced Thursday that they've extended non-roster invitations to eight players to big-league spring training. Pitchers and 
catchers report to Goodyear, Ariz., on Feb. 14. 
 
Not surprisingly, five of the eight invitees are pitchers. That includes left-hander Robert Zarate, signed as a minor league free agent. The 
Indians have invited 17 non-roster players to camp so far this offseason. 
 
Joining Zarate from the Indians' minor league system will be right-handers Louis Head, Josh Martin, Cameron Hill and Cole Sulser. First 
basemen Bobby Bradley, Nellie Rodriguez and Richie Shaffer were also invited. 
 
Bradley, ranked as the organization's No. 3 prospect headed into the 2018 season by Baseball America, played last season at Class AA Akron 
and the Arizona Fall League. Bradley, a left-handed hitter, hit .251 (117-for-467) with 23 homers and 89 RBI in 131 games at Akron. He ranked 
second in RBI and sixth in homers in the Eastern League. 
The 21-year-old Bradley was the Indians' third-round pick in 2014. 
Head, 27, made 50 appearances at Class AAA Columbus last year. He struck out 65 and walked 28 in 61 1/3 innings. He went 3-2 with seven 
saves and a 3.23 ERA. The Indians drafted Head in the 18th round in 2012. 
 
Martin, 28, has pitched six seasons in the Tribe's minor-league system. He spent last year at Columbus, going 1-2 with four saves and a 3.25 
ERA. He struck out 38 and walked eight in 36 innings. Martin missed two months on the disabled list with a sore right elbow. 
 
Hill, 23, spent much of last season at Akron. He went 4-4 with 13 saves and a 3.18 ERA. Hill made 41 appearances, striking out 50 and walking 
16 in 62 1/3 innings. The Indians selected him in the 17th round in the 2014 draft. 
 
Sulser, 27, posted a combined ERA of 2.70 at Akron and Columbus last year. He struck out 70 and walked 30 in 63 1/3 innings. He just finished 
winter in the Dominican Republic where he posted a 3.86 ERA in 10 appearances. The Indians drafted Sulser out of Dartmouth in the 25th 
round in 2013. 
Rodriguez, 23, was in big-league camp last year, but sprained his ankle and missed a big chunk of time. Last season at Columbus, he hit .170 
(64-for-377) with 17 homers and 49 RBI. He was the Tribe's 15th round pick in 2012. 
Shaffer, 26, was in big-league camp last year after signing as a minor league free agent. He had a good spring and he continued to produce at 
Columbus. While hitting only .227 (105-for-464) for the Clippers, Shaffer hit 30 homers with 89 RBI. There was a bit of a contact problem, 
however, as he struck out 188 times. 
Zarate, 30, has not pitched the last two season because of reconstructive left elbow surgery. The lefty started his pro career with the Blue Jays 
in 2005. He pitched in Japan in 2013 and 2014. He just finished pitching winter ball in Venezuela where he made 10 appearances, including 
eight starts. He struck out 33 and allowed 18 earned runs in 36 1/3 innings. 
 
The Indians lost Shaw and Smith to free agency. Shaw signed a three-year, $27 million deal with the Rockies, while the Smith signed a two-
year, $15 million deal with Houston. 
 
Besides losing Shaw and Smith, relievers Cody Allen, Andrew Miller and Zach McAllister are eligible for free agency at the end of the 2018 
season. There are 10 pitchers among the 17 non-roster players invited to camp by the Indians. 
 
How will the Cleveland Indians fill the holes in th eir bullpen for 2018? Hey, Hoynsie 
CLEVELAND, Ohio – Do you have a question that you’d like to have answered in Hey, Hoynsie? Submit it here or Tweet him at @hoynsie. 
 
Hey, Hoynsie: With the departure of Bryan Shaw, Joe Smith, Shawn Armstrong and Boone Logan from the bullpen, do you expect the Indians 
to add any relief pitchers? If so, who might they try to sign? – Bob Rosen, Solon. 
 
Hey, Bob: On the 40-man roster, the Indians have six pure relievers in Cody Allen, Andrew Miller, Nick Goody, Zach McAllister, Tyler Olson and 
Dan Otero. They also have pitchers who have started and relieved including Mike Clevinger, Ryan Merritt and Josh Tomlin. 
 
Among the non-roster players invited to camp there are currently 10 pitchers. The bulk of them – Alexi Ogando is probably the most well known 
– will compete for spots in the bullpen. 
 



There’s a chance the Indians will add another proven reliever, but I think they're more likely to invite more pitchers to camp on a minor-league 
deals. This is going to be a competitive camp from a bullpen point of view because the Indians not only need arms for 2018, but for 2019 and 
beyond. Allen, McAllister and Miller will be free agents at the end of the season, while Merritt is out of options. 
Hey, Topher: The Indians say Bradley Zimmer is healed from the broken left hand he suffered sliding into first base headfirst on Sept. 10 
against the Orioles. Zimmer has the ability to be a game-changing player defensively and on the bases. 
Offense will be the separator. He hit .243 against lefties and .240 against righties, but he struck out 99 times in 299 at-bats and ended last 
season in a long slump. Still, he showed extra base power and his speed allows him to take over a game when he gots on base. 
 
How did Francisco Mejia do at third base? 
Hey, Hoynsie: How did the Francisco Mejia experiment at third base go in the Arizona Fall League? It didn’t get much mention. – George Davis, 
Waynesburg. 
 
Hey, George: Mejia, a catcher by trade, did OK at third in the AFL. He appeared in 15 games and hit .365 (23-for-63) with two homers and eight 
RBI. Brooks Robinson doesn't have to worry, but after some initial struggles at his new position Mejia settled down. 
 
He made two errors at third, but got most of his work at the hot corner during practice instead of games. Mejia played three games for Estrellas 
in the Dominican Republic after the AFL before shutting it down. Chris Antonetti, Indians’ president of baseball operations, said there was 
nothing physically wrong with Mejia, but they wanted to limit his workload. 
 
The Indians still consider Mejia's best position as catcher. They played him at third to add to his versatility should they have need for him this 
year. 
Why is the free agent market so slow? 
 Replying to @hoynsie 
Hey Hoynsie , Why is it taking so long for the free agent market to develop this year and are there any free agents whose price might drop 
enough for the tribe to show some interest , particularly outfield help ? Steve - Canton 
Hey, Steven: I think one of the reasons the market is moving so slowly is that there are a lot of general managers who value players the same 
way throughout the big leagues. So there aren't a lot of guys willing to take a leap of faith on certain free agents because the risk-reward 
element doesn't compute. 
I also think we've seen a change in the way the game is played. It seems more and more teams are giving big chunks of playing time to their 
younger players, while a lot of higher-paid veterans are slipping into backup roles. So why would teams give a free agent in his 30s a seven-
year deal when they know they're not going to get much of a return in the last two or three years of that contract? 
In the past, teams were reluctant to start the arbitration clock on prospects. That is not necessarily the case anymore. Zimmer is a good 
example of that last year. 
It appears this free-agent market has turned into a waiting game. It could benefit the Indians. 
 
Will Tribe at least try to re-sign Jay Bruce? 
Hey, Hoynsie: Will the Indians at least make an effort to sign Jay Bruce? – Robert Motz, Vail, Ariz. 
 
Hey, Robert: Initially, I thought the Indians would bring Carlos Santana or Bruce back, but I don’t see that happening now. Antonetti said that 
the $16 million spent on first baseman Yonder Alonso to replace Santana just about exhausted the money he had available for free agents. 
 
But the free agent market has moved so slowly this winter, you never know what could happen. I think Bruce would be a great fit on the Indians, 
but so would J.D. Martinez. Both thoughts aren't based in reality. 
 
What kind of bats did Albert Belle prefer? 
Hey Hoynsie: Could Albert Belle take the entire Columbus Clippers team in a fight if he is given unlimited use of baseball bats? -- Keith. 
 
— Keith (@KingKeithT) January 6, 2018 
Hey, Keith: Corked or uncorked? 
 
What happened to Tyler Naquin? 
Hey, Hoysie: Did Tyler Naquin fall out of grace with the Indians last season? He went from finishing third in the AL Rookie of the Year race in 
2016 to hardly being used in 2017. Any insight? – Matt Alloway, Lorain. 
 
Hey, Matt: Naquin made the club out of spring training last year, but was quickly optioned to Class AAA Columbus when Lonnie Chisenhall 
came off the disabled list. Naquin, who wasn’t 100 percent in spring training, missed a lot of time with a back injury at Columbus and played 
only 19 games with the Tribe last year. 
 
Manager Terry Francona spoke glowingly about Naquin last spring so I don’t think he’s fallen out of favor. Francona said that someday he 
hoped he could turn over the keys to center field to Naquin. But with the emergence of Zimmer and Greg Allen, both center fielders, I think it’s 
going to be hard for him to win a spot on the 25-man roster this spring. 
 
Naquin has one minor league option left. 
 



Will new pitching coaches bring changes? 
Hey, Hoynsie: Will coaching changes hinder or alter selection of the new bullpen? Can they start early somehow? Dave Scott, Copley 
 
— Dave Scott (@Davescottofakro) January 6, 2018 
Hey, Dave: The Indians head to spring training with a new pitching coach in Carl Willis and bullpen coach in Scott Atchison. Willis is a former 
Indians pitching coach from 2003 through 2009 and recently worked with the organization in 2014 and 2015. Atchison pitched in the Tribe's pen 
in 2014 and 2015 and spent the last two years working as a coaching assistant. 
They know the organization and pitchers. They also know the process in which a 25-man roster is picked. They will have input, but the final 
decision comes down to Francona and the front office. 
 
Two catches join the present and past 
Hey, Hoynsie: I enjoyed reading your comparison of the catches that Austin Jackson and the late Al Luplow made at Fenway Park. At the time 
Jackson made his catch on Aug. 1, I immediately remembered the catch Luplow made by sailing over same bullpen fence on June 17, 1963. I 
was saddened to read of Luplow’s passing. I remember that Max Alvis and he came up at the same time. I believe Jordan Luplow, who plays 
for the Pirates, is Al’s nephew. – Len Gold. 
 
Hey, Al: Jackson’s catch last season has spurred a lot of memories of Luplow’s catch. Supposedly there are pictures or film of Luplow’s catch 
somewhere, but I haven’t been able to find them. 
 
I’ve received several emails just like yours about Luplow’s catch. That’s the thing you have to love about baseball. One play sparks the memory 
of another no matter how many years separate the two. 
 
Does Tribe need more power? 
Hey, Hoynsie: With Carlos Santana moving on to Philadelphia, will Yonder Alonso provide enough offensive firepower for the Indians are do 
they need to get another slugger? -- John Catalano, Massillon. 
 
Hey, John: Last year produced more homers than any year in big-league history. It seems like every batter is a slugger these days. Shortstop 
Francisco Lindor hit 33 homers, while Jose Ramirez hit 29 last year. 
 
Full and healthy seasons from Michael Brantley, Jason Kipnis and Chisenhall would certainly help the Tribe's production. The Indians will have 
Melvin Upton in camp and he's hit for power in the past. 
 
Still, it would be nice if they could add another right-handed hitting run producer. As for Alonso, this is going to be a big year for him. He altered 
his swing last year and hit a career high 28 homers. Can he keep those same adjustments in line for 2018? 
 
After building payroll, Indians’ front office enter ing a financial balancing act 
By Ryan LewisBeacon Journal/Ohio.com 
It certainly sounds as though the Indians have transitioned from a team with a building payroll to one now trying to maintain the status quo at its 
financial ceiling. 
 
Following the announcement of the signing of free-agent first baseman Yonder Alonso to a two-year deal that includes $16 million guaranteed 
and a vesting option for 2020, president of baseball operations Chris Antonetti indicated that, although the Tribe stills plan to be active, a major 
Edwin Encarnacion-like signing won’t be in the cards this offseason. 
 
“We had a certain amount of flexibility heading into the offseason that we had to use judicially and this will represent the vast bulk of that 
flexibility,” Antonetti said. “Our expectation at this point is that this will be one of our significant free-agent acquisitions of the offseason, but we’ll 
have to see how the next few weeks continue to evolve and what opportunities present themselves on the trade and free-agent market.” 
 
It indicates the Indians’ recent surge in payroll has leveled off, and the new challenge is trying to maintain their talent core as several players 
are set to demand higher salaries after this season, and others will receive increases to their salary as they progress along their long-term 
deals. 
 
The Indians’ front office, with the sudden, steep financial climb completed, has entered a high-wire balancing act. 
 
The Indians threw cash and assets around like they had never previously done. The Andrew Miller trade added $9 million a year and sent 
multiple top-tier prospects to the New York Yankees. The Encarnacion signing added $20 million in average annual value and cost the Indians 
a first-round draft pick. Then came the $6.5 million (including the buyout) Boone Logan signing. Before last season, Carlos Santana’s $12 
million option for 2017 was picked up and in August, the Indians were willing to pony up more cash than the Yankees to add Jay Bruce to the 
outfield mix. 
 
That financial climb has reached its limit. This offseason, the Indians have watched several free agents take lucrative deals elsewhere, namely 
Santana and Bryan Shaw, two staples of the club for half a decade or more. The Indians did save a sizable chunk of money — Santana and 
Shaw combined to make $16.4 million last season, and there were some other departures that added to that total as well, such as Bruce, Joe 
Smith and Austin Jackson, the former two only playing part of the 2017 season with the Indians. 



 
However, those savings will effectively be wiped away by the expected increased salaries of arbitration-eligible players Cody Allen, Trevor 
Bauer, Danny Salazar, Lonnie Chisenhall and Zach McAllister. Instead of being able to use those funds to add payroll, it is being reallocated to 
keep those players for at least another year. And that doesn’t include several players already signed to long-term deals who will receive 
increases to their salary compared to last season, most notably Corey Kluber, Carlos Carrasco, Jason Kipnis and Michael Brantley, whose $12 
million club option for 2018 was exercised. 
 
The end result is Alonso could end up being the Indians’ biggest free-agent signing this offseason. They also signed Melvin Upton Jr. to a 
minor-league, incentive-laden deal to effectively replace Jackson. Smaller signings could follow, but it’s clear the Indians are nearing the top of 
their financial airspace. 
 
That all leads to the winter after the 2018 season, and several decisions — some of which, due to money, could be out of the Indians’ hands. 
Miller is set to become a free agent and will possibly command the largest free-agent deal ever signed by a reliever. This winter, Shaw and 
Tommy Hunter each were signed to deals for $9 million a year, Miller’s current salary. Before last season, Aroldis Chapman signed a five-year 
deal with the Yankees that will average out to $17.2 million a year. Wade Davis on Friday reportedly agreed to a deal with the Colorado 
Rockies valued at $17.33 million a year, according to FanRag Sports’ Jon Heyman. 
 
Miller’s price tag will likely skyrocket. Allen could also become a free agent and command a monster contract, which puts the Indians’ bullpen in 
a precarious position looking past 2018. 
 
The remainder of Indians’ offseason decisions, of course, will also be made with an eye on next winter and beyond. Another factor looking into 
their future is Francisco Lindor, and the massive salary he’ll command one day, barring some pretty drastic events. 
 
Lindor is eligible for arbitration after the 2018 season, adding to the Indians’ committed payroll. He can hit the open market after the 2021 
season. It was reported last spring that the Indians made an offer for about $100 million that Lindor turned down. Any long-term deal with the 
Indians would be made with an effort to take a good chunk out of Lindor’s free-agent years (as well as his prime years). The issue that hurts the 
Indians’ leverage for a long-term deal to be signed now is that Lindor, like some other young stars, can make enough with endorsement deals 
to lower some of the urgency to sign a quick deal instead of waiting for the major payday in free agency. 
 
Lindor also knows he’ll make a ton of money in arbitration before ever hitting the free-agent market in his prime. Regardless, the Indians have 
to account for his arbitration salaries while simultaneously averting extra resources for current long-term deals. 
 
All of this plays a part into why Kipnis, set to make a base salary of $13.5 million in 2018 and $14.5 million in 2019 along with a $16.5 million 
club option for 2020, is potential trade bait. Antonetti and the Indians might look to reallocate their resources, especially since Kipnis doesn’t 
have a set spot in the lineup. 
 
Regardless if Kipnis is dealt, the Indians’ front office has the difficult task of maintaining this competitive window through the next several 
seasons while also staying within financial constraints, which have already been stretched further than most would have expected. 
 
Thanks to the outlook of the American League Central, the Indians should remain at the top of the class in the division for some time. 
 
But, as it was said by so many during the 22-game winning streak last season, simply making it back to the postseason isn’t the summit of the 
mountain the Indians are trying to climb. 
 
Rosenthal: Boras faces a tough market (or does he?);  Darvish can do better; Brewers interested in Cain;  more notes 
BY KEN ROSENTHAL 
Scott Boras represents nearly 20 unsigned free agents. Pitchers and catchers report to spring training in less than six weeks. Even by Boras’ 
normal, unhurried standards, he is proceeding at an astonishingly deliberate pace. 
 
Boras is not entirely responsible for that pace, not when most clubs remain preoccupied with trades and their newfound strategy of slow-playing 
the market to force players into accepting lesser deals. But at some point, Boras will need to start taking his players off the board, even if it 
means accepting less than $200 million for three clients who at various points have been reported to be seeking such a sum—first baseman 
Eric Hosmer, outfielder J.D. Martinez and right-hander Jake Arrieta. 
 
Not that Boras sounds worried. He is one of many agents reporting an uptick in activity now that the holidays are over. And in his view, the 
Scott Boras Corporation is uniquely equipped to handle a heavy workload. 
 
“We’ve got more than 100 employees,” Boras told The Athletic on Wednesday night. “We’re in constant contact with every team every five to 
seven days. We’ve got over 30 people working on free agency year-round. 
 
“The majority of our work has been completed. This is just a narrowing of negotiations for a number of players in the process. We’ve had this 
number of free agents and more in past years. And we have over double the number of employees of any agency in baseball.” 
 



Boras is correct—this is not the first time he has represented a large number of high-profile free agents. His 2004-5 class was particularly star-
studded, featuring Jason Varitek, Derek Lowe, Carlos Beltran, Adrian Beltre, Magglio Ordonez and J.D. Drew. Of that group, only Beltre signed 
before Jan. 6. 
 
Beyond Hosmer, Martinez and Arrieta, Boras’ class this off-season includes third baseman Mike Moustakas and closer Greg Holland, as well as 
outfielders Carlos Gonzalez and Carlos Gomez, designated hitter Matt Holliday and left-handed reliever Tony Watson. 
 
Every winter, rival agents eagerly await Boras’ comeuppance, anticipating he will negotiate at least one disappointing contract, whispering, “this 
is the year he gets caught.” Occasionally, it happens. More often, especially with star players, it does not. This off-season, though, represents a 
particular challenge. 
 
Even with the sport awash in revenue, including a reported, one-time $50 million payout to each club from the Disney purchase of BAMTech, 
many teams seem disinclined to spend. Boras might need to “settle” for suboptimal deals with certain clients—Moustakas’ market, for example, 
is particularly unclear. But the agent is not going to concede with any player on Jan. 4. 
 
Hosmer amounts to a classic test, a polarizing figure who five years ago teams likely would have valued more than they do now. There is much 
to recommend about Hosmer. He’s only 28. He’s athletic, a leader, a World Series and World Baseball Classic champion. His offensive profile, 
however, is not necessarily one of an elite player. 
 
Many fans and analysts view Hosmer as unworthy of the competing seven-year offers he has received, according to USA Today’s Bob 
Nightengale—$147 million from the Kansas City Royals, $140 million from the San Diego Padres. Boras dismissed the Nightengale report as 
“inaccurate” without offering further detail. It’s reasonable to assume he wants even more for his player, in both dollars and years. 
 
Over the past seven off-seasons, 12 free agents have signed deals of seven years or longer. Eight of the 12 were entering at least their age 30 
seasons at the time; some were even older. Hosmer’s age puts him at an advantage over those players, and Boras wants him compensated 
accordingly. 
 
Holland is another interesting case, a reliever who remains on the open market after his previous team, the Colorado Rockies, signed Wade 
Davis to a three-year, $52 million contract—a record average annual value for a reliever. Like Mark Melancon a year ago, Holland is entering 
his age 32 season. Melancon twice had saved 40 or more games. Holland has reached that plateau three times. Melancon got four years, $62 
million from the San Francisco Giants. Boras will not want to accept a three-year deal. 
 
Maybe the St. Louis Cardinals will meet Boras’ price rather than sign free agent Addison Reed or trade for the Tampa Bay Rays’ Alex Colome. 
Maybe Team Boras, otherwise known as the Washington Nationals, will give the agent the deal he desires. Maybe Holland will be left with a 
three-year contract in the $40 million to $45 million range or a two-year deal at a higher AAV. 
 
Teams are following a new playbook. Boras is using his old one. Something has to give, and soon. 
 
Yu can do even better 
 
It hardly would come as a surprise if the suitors for free-agent right-hander Yu Darvish cite the success of Justin Verlander with the Houston 
Astros as an example of how analytics can make an outstanding pitcher even better. 
 
Verlander, who previously was with the Detroit Tigers, one of the games least analytically driven clubs, embraced the Astros’ use of data and 
technology, joking that he was the first player to ask for more. After producing a 3.82 ERA in 172 innings with the Tigers, he had a 1.06 ERA in 
34 regular-season innings with the Astros and a 2.21 ERA in 36 2/3 postseason innings. 
 
The Astros were one of the teams to meet with Darvish; the like-minded Chicago Cubs were another. The New York Yankees, another data-
driven club, also have expressed interest in Darvish, though they likely would need to make room for him to remain under the luxury-tax 
threshold. The Minnesota Twins, another club in the Darvish derby, surely have their own ideas about improving his performance; they recently 
hired pitching analyst Josh Kalk, a pioneer of Pitch F/X data, from the Tampa Bay Rays. 
 
How intriguing is Darvish’s raw stuff? Consider some of his major league rankings last season, according to Inside Edge: 
 
*Third-best miss rate on inside fastballs. 
 
*Third-highest chase rate on elevated fastballs above the strike zone. 
 
*Third-highest spin rate on fastball. 
 
*Fourth-best opposing batting average on low curves and sliders. 
 
*Best miss rate on cutters when behind in the count. 
 



Several teams interested in Darvish also are pursuing a trade for Pittsburgh Pirates right-hander Gerrit Cole, creating a delay in their decision-
making. The Pirates are fielding offers for Cole, outfielder Andrew McCutchen and infielder Josh Harrison, with Cole drawing the heaviest 
interest, sources say. McCutchen is under control for one more season, Cole two and Harrison three. Harrison might be more of a July move; 
he is unlikely to lose value if he opens the season in Pittsburgh. 
 
Raising Cain … in Milwaukee? 
The Milwaukee Brewers—deep in young outfielders, and center fielders in particular—are not an obvious fit for free-agent center fielder 
Lorenzo Cain. But the team, according to major league sources, has expressed interest in reuniting with Cain, whom it selected in the 17th 
round of the 2004 draft, then traded to the Royals as part of a package for right-hander Zack Greinke in December 2010. 
 
One possible explanation is that the Brewers plan to trade one of their outfielders for a controllable starting pitcher. But which one? Right fielder 
Domingo Santana is under club control for four more seasons and performed better than Cain offensively in 2017. Lewis Brinson might prove to 
be as good as Cain in center, and if the Brewers were willing to move him, they might have acquired Sonny Gray last summer. 
 
Brewers general manager David Stearns touches base with virtually every free agent, so perhaps this is simply due diligence. If anything, 
Stearns might be better off keeping his young outfielders and signing free-agent right-hander Jake Arrieta than acquiring, say, Cole for two 
years and Cain for four. Cain, though, has been a frequent topic of conversation among Brewers people this off-season, sources say. 
 
One thing to keep in mind: While Stearns thus far has opted for two low-budget, free agent starting pitchers—Jhoulys Chacin for two years, 
$15.5 million and Yovani Gallardo for one year, $2 million—Brewers owner Mark Attanasio might want to make a bigger push coming off an 86-
win season. The same dynamic exists in Philadelphia, where owner John Middleton might be ready to move at a faster pace than his GM, Matt 
Klentak. 
 
The Phillies already have added first baseman Carlos Santana and relievers Pat Neshek and Tommy Hunter for a combined $94.25 million, but 
rival executives continue to describe the team as actively trying to improve. Trading an outfielder such as Nick Williams or Odubel Herrera for a 
controllable starter is one option; signing Arrieta might be another. Klentak and president of baseball operations Andy MacPhail were in 
Baltimore when Arrieta was with the Orioles. 
 
Marlins’ Yelich: Beloved by all 
 
Virtually every club is interested in trading for Marlins outfielder Christian Yelich, who not only is entering his prime at 26 but also is under 
control for five more seasons at a total cost of $58.25 million. One rival executive believes the Marlins would be justified in asking for three or 
four genuine assets for Yelich, and wonders if any club would meet that price. 
 
The Los Angeles Dodgers, deep in prospects, might be uniquely positioned—and motivated—to make such a deal. As Fangraphs’ Dave 
Cameron said in a chat on Wednesday, “(Yelich’s) super-low AAV is even more valuable to them because of their luxury-tax situation, and he’s 
the kind of high-end player they need to keep upgrading their roster.” 
 
Yet, every other team in the NL West also could make a case for adding Yelich. For the San Diego Padres, Yelich would be a better and less 
expensive fit than Hosmer. The Colorado Rockies face the loss of Charlie Blackmon as a free agent after next season; the Arizona 
Diamondbacks likewise face the loss of A.J. Pollock. The San Francisco Giants have the biggest need for an outfielder, but probably lack the 
prospect power to satisfy the Marlins 
 
Around the horn 
*Never say never with Tampa Bay, but it might be just as difficult for the Rays to get what they want for right-hander Chris Archer as it will be for 
the Marlins to find an acceptable deal for Yelich. Archer, 29, is under control for the next four seasons at a cost of $33.75 million. One agent 
cites the long-term deals for Archer, Madison Bumgarner and Paul Goldschmidt as the most club-friendly in the history of the game. 
 
*The Washington Nationals checked in on Marlins catcher J.T. Realmuto, sources said, and the Houston Astros also would figure to be 
interested in Realmuto as a long-term solution behind the plate. Realmuto, who is under control for three more seasons as opposed to Yelich’s 
five, is projected to earn $4.2 million in his first year of arbitration, according to MLBTradeRumors.com. 
 
*The Cleveland Indians remain willing to move Danny Salazar, their oft-injured right-hander, sources say. Salazar, who turns 28 on Jan. 11, is 
projected to earn $5.2 million in the second of his four years of arbitration. He would command a lower acquisition cost than Cole and Archer, 
and his talent and postseason experience might prompt a team to take a shot. 
 
*The Padres balked at the Cubs’ asking price for infielder Javier Baez at the winter meetings, moving on to other pursuits, sources say. The 
Cubs likely would have wanted a controllable starter such as Luis Perdomo or Dinelson Lamet for Baez, who would have solved the Padres’ 
need for a long-term shortstop (though a top prospect such as Luis Urias or Fernando Tatis Jr. might prove the answer). 
 
*And finally, here’s the view of one National League star on the Rockies after their signing of free-agent reliever Wade Davis: “It only works if 
they sign another bat. If they sign Cain to play right field (always need speed for that outfield) or wait out the Hosmer market and offer him a 
deal with an opt-out after two years, then they will be formidable in the NL. Otherwise, they’re just stuck in the middle—and in a tough division 
with the Dodgers and Diamondbacks.” 



 
The Rockies led the NL with 6.02 runs per game at home last season but ranked only 12th in the league with 4.15 runs per game on the road. 
 
Rosenthal: Nats interested in Lance Lynn; Yelich su itors line up; teams calling Red Sox on Swihart; more  notes 
By Ken Rosenthal 33 minutes ago  
Let’s envision a true Hot Stove surprise: The Washington Nationals signing a prominent free agent who is not represented by agent Scott 
Boras. 
 
Difficult to imagine, I know. But according to major league sources, the Nats are interested in a non-Boras starting pitcher — right-hander Lance 
Lynn, who is represented by Excel Sports. 
 
The Nationals will not necessarily sign Lynn, not when they already are over the $197 million luxury-tax threshold, according to Cot’s Baseball 
Contracts. But the team lacks a proven fifth starter and needs another long-term solution for its rotation beyond right-handers Max Scherzer 
and Stephen Strasburg. 
 
Left-hander Gio Gonzalez is a free agent after the 2018 season, while righty Tanner Roark is a free agent after ‘19. Lynn, 30, would be more 
affordable than Boras’ top free-agent starter, right-hander Jake Arrieta. And Derek Lilliquist, the Nats’ new pitching coach, was Lynn’s pitching 
coach with the St. Louis Cardinals. 
 
Among Boras’ free agent clients, closer Greg Holland appears the leading candidate to join the Nationals. Holland, though, signed a one-year, 
$7 million deal with the Colorado Rockies last offseason when the Nats would not meet his price. Washington has since traded for lefty Sean 
Doolittle and righty Ryan Madson and re-signed another reliever they acquired, Brandon Kintzler, to a two-year, $10 million free agent contract. 
 
The luxury tax is another potential obstacle. According to the Associated Press, the Nationals paid a penalty of $1.45 million for surpassing the 
threshold for the first time last season. Their penalty rate will increase from 20 percent to 30 percent for every dollar they spend above $197 
million next season, and they would face additional penalties if they exceeded $217 million. 
 
The Nats’ payroll currently projects to $201.4 million, according to Cot’s. A dip below $197 million would enable them to reset their penalty rate 
to 20 percent in preparation for the much-anticipated free-agent class of 2018-19, which includes their own right fielder, Bryce Harper. 
 
Everybody into the Yelich pool! 
Marlins outfielder Christian Yelich is not simply coveted by contenders. The Atlanta Braves’ well-documented interest in Yelich predates the 
hiring of Alex Anthopoulos as general manager in November. Two other rebuilding clubs, the San Diego Padres and Chicago White Sox, are 
among the teams to contact the Marlins about Yelich, major league sources say. 
 
Yelich, who is under control for five years, $58.25 million, would be a more logical addition for the Padres than free agent first baseman Eric 
Hosmer, who might cost at least $100 million more as a free agent. The Marlins want top prospects for Yelich, and the combined projected 
value of such players might exceed the cost of Hosmer. But Yelich, 26, is two years younger than Hosmer, and his career OPS-plus is 120 to 
Hosmer’s 111 (the league average is 100). 
 
For the White Sox, Yelich would be a more sensible move than, say, Orioles third baseman Manny Machado, a potential free agent whom they 
pursued at the winter meetings. The Sox decided the value of getting an early jump on signing Machado long term was not worth the Orioles’ 
asking price, sources say. Yelich, who already is signed long term, would fill the role the Sox envisioned for Machado, becoming the 
centerpiece of the team’s return to prominence. 
 
The Braves, White Sox and Padres, in no particular order, boast three of the top farm systems in the game. All are deep enough in prospects to 
meet the Marlins’ demands for Yelich. The question, as always, will be how much each club is willing to give. 
 
Disney, Fox and the Fish 
Speaking of the Marlins, Disney’s proposed acquisition of most of 21st Century Fox’s entertainment assets, including the Fox Sports Regional 
Networks, will not affect the ongoing negotiations between the Marlins and Fox over a new local TV contract that would begin in 2021. 
 
The deal between Disney and Fox likely will not close for at least 12 months, according to reports. In the meantime, Fox will conduct business 
as usual, just in case the transfer does not occur. If Fox completes a deal with the Marlins, Disney will simply assume the contract after the Fox-
Disney transaction closes. 
 
The Marlins project an upfront payment of $44.8 million from Fox, according to the Miami Herald, which obtained documents the team used to 
attract potential investors. How the Marlins arrived at that figure is not known. 
 
Red Sox still bullish on Swihart 
Rival clubs are calling the Boston Red Sox with trade interest in switch-hitting, super-utility man Blake Swihart, according to major league 
sources. But Dave Dombrowski, the team’s president of baseball operations, said, “We are not looking to move him.” 
 



Swihart, 25, is out of minor league options, and he appeared in only 68 total games last season while still battling the effects of a left ankle 
injury he suffered in 2016. But he got stronger later in the season, then had a successful nine-game stint in the Dominican winter league, 
playing first base, catcher and DH. He also has played left field, and The Athletic’s Peter Gammons has reported that the Sox might even try 
him at second as Dustin Pedroia recovers from surgery on his left knee. 
 
“We figure he gives us third catcher protection and has enough athletic ability to play different spots — he can play outfield, he can play some 
first base. That’s what our plans are for him at this time,” Dombrowski said. 
 
“You could never say you would not move him or anyone else. Right now, he’s still part of our plans. He has ability, there’s no question about 
that. The organization loved him before I got here. When I’ve seen him, I’ve really liked him. 
 
“Sometimes you get stuck with players who are out of options. In this case, because of his flexibility, I think we’ve got a little better chance of 
getting through it.” 
 
Around the horn 
Information gathered from major league sources: 
— The Orioles, needing to fill three spots in their rotation, met recently with free agent right-hander Andrew Cashner, who ranked ninth in the 
American League last season with a 3.40 ERA. Many analysts view Cashner, 31, as a candidate for regression — he struck out only 86 in 166 
2/3 innings and benefited from a .267 batting average on balls in play, the second-lowest in the AL. 
 
— The Marlins declined to entertain trade interest in first baseman Justin Bour at the winter meetings, but rival clubs continue to check on his 
availability. Bour, like catcher J.T. Realmuto, is under control for three more seasons. MLBTradeRumors.com projects Bour to earn $3.5 million 
in arbitration. 
 
— The White Sox were not only the team interested in reliever Joakim Soria, whom they acquired from the Kansas City Royals on Thursday in 
a three-team trade that also included the Los Angeles Dodgers. The Oakland Athletics also wanted Soria, and like the White Sox envisioned 
him as a potential late-inning weapon who might yield a significant return at the non-waiver deadline. 
 
— Officials on both sides of the Cubs’ negotiations with Alex Cobb refute reports that the team’s interest in fellow free agent right-hander Yu 
Darvish increased after Cobb asked for an average annual value of $20 million in a long-term deal. No such request was made, and Cobb does 
not expect a salary at that level, the officials said. 
 
— A reported bid by the Texas Rangers for free agent center fielder Lorenzo Cain would come as a surprise. The team wants to play Delino 
DeShields Jr. in center, and is reluctant to award Cain a big contract and lose its second-highest draft pick and $500,000 in international 
spending money as compensation for signing him. The Rangers’ remaining moves likely will be for pitching, as depth is a concern. 
 
— The San Diego Padres are intrigued by the power-speed combination of outfielder Edward Olivares, whom they acquired from the Toronto 
Blue Jays on Saturday for infielder Yangervis Solarte. Olivares, 21, needs to improve his plate discipline, but evaluators view him as a potential 
five-tool center fielder. The Padres also acquired reliever Jared Carkuff, 24, in the deal. 
 
Nick Cafardo / SUNDAY BASEBALL NOTES - What the Red  Sox value about J.D. Martinez 

By Nick Cafardo 

The consensus is that J.D. Martinez and Eric Hosmer are the top hitters in free agency, and the Red Sox have apparently chosen Martinez as their primary pursuit. 
Did they make the right choice? 

It could be that president of baseball operations Dave Dombrowski is more familiar with Martinez from their relationship in Detroit, or that he feels a righthanded 
power hitter at Fenway is more effective than a lefthanded hitter such as Hosmer. 

You could have made a strong case for either player being the top free agent hitter. Hosmer is the youngest free agent at age 28, probably will get a smaller AAV 
than Martinez, is a great clubhouse presence, and has won a World Series. 

Then there’s the first base market next year. While Bryce Harper, Manny Machado, and Josh Donaldson headline next year’s free agent class, there are no star 
first basemen who will hit the market. 

The Red Sox last month elected to re-sign first baseman Mitch Moreland to a two-year deal, and they also have a potential vesting option on Hanley Ramirez, who 
needs 497 plate appearances in 2018 to secure a $22 million salary in 2019. 

The Red Sox would likely not want that contract to vest, but given the first base options in free agency, a good season by Ramirez could make achieving the 2019 
option a good thing. 

Another option would be for the Red Sox to put together a satisfactory prospect package to send to the White Sox for Jose Abreu. The White Sox, however, 
haven’t been motivated by what’s left of Boston’s farm system. 

So that brings us back to Martinez, who is 30 years old. His agent, Scott Boras, characterized a USA Today report about a five-year deal offered by the Red Sox 
as “inaccurate,” but wouldn’t elaborate. Does that mean the Red Sox offered beyond the five years? Does it mean they haven’t offered anything? 

What we do know is that neither Red Sox ownership nor Dombrowski are afraid to give out long-term contracts to hitters. Dombrowski’s done it with Prince Fielder, 
Magglio Ordonez, and Miguel Cabrera. Those players had contracts that brought them into their age-36 season and beyond (in Cabrera’s case). So offering 
Martinez a six- or seven-year deal wouldn’t be out of the norm for Dombrowski or Red Sox ownership. 

Don’t forget, Red Sox ownership was willing to offer Mark Teixeira an eight-year deal. They signed Dustin Pedroia to an eight-year deal. So signing a player who 
hit 45 homers last season and who has been a top performer the last four years wouldn’t be stepping out on a limb. 



Some of the reasons for pursuing Martinez lie in the numbers. 

For one, Martinez can hit high velocity, which is very important in these times. The Yankees had the highest average pitching velocity in the league last season at 
94.5 miles per hour, and Martinez had an OPS of 1.001 against pitches that were clocked at 95 or faster. The Red Sox hit .238 and had an OPS of less than .600 
against pitches at 95-plus m.p.h. 

The Red Sox also had the fewest number of righthanded home runs in the American League with 90, a decrease of 25 from 2016. The Orioles hit 189 righthanded 
homers last season. Quite a disparity. 

Martinez hit 31 of his 45 homers last season after the All-Star break. In that same period, the Red Sox’ leading home run hitters were Moreland, Ramirez, and 
Rafael Devers, each with 10. 

Power bat 

Martinez's home runs year by year. 

2011 (HOU) 

6 

2012 (HOU) 

11 

2013 (HOU) 

7 

2014 (DET) 

23 

2015 (DET) 

38 

2016 (DET) 

22 

2017 (DET/ARI) 

45 

SOURCE: baseball-reference.com 

Of course, there’s also the aspect of keeping up with the Yankees. Even with Martinez, there’s no way the Red Sox can match the Yankees’ potential output in the 
home run department. The Yankees have four players — Gary Sanchez, Greg Bird, Aaron Judge, and Giancarlo Stanton — who could hit 30-60 home runs. If they 
bring back Todd Frazier, that would make five guys. Didi Gregorius and Brett Gardner each hit more than 20 last season. 

The Red Sox need an added dose of excitement to reconnect with their fans, and nothing can do that quicker than adding a true slugger and a legitimate 
replacement for David Ortiz. 

While other teams that are interested in Martinez (believed to be St. Louis, San Francisco, and perhaps Toronto) see him as an outfielder, the Red Sox would use 
him primarily at DH, which would likely allow him to play more. 

HALL MONITOR 

Clemens, Bonds creeping closer 

According to Ryan Thibodaux, who tracks Hall of Fame voting, nearly 39 percent of the ballots have been made public ahead of the BBWA’s election 
announcement on Jan. 24. And with 75 percent needed to gain entry into Cooperstown, Roger Clemens and Barry Bonds are getting close. 

At last check, Clemens and Bonds each had garnered nearly 70 percent, up from last year’s percentages of 54.1 (Clemens) and 53.8 (Bonds). 

“To be honest, the Hall of Fame is not going to change me as a person or as a man. I know how hard I worked and played, and what I did and how I did it right,” 
Clemens told WFAN last week. “Like I said, you cannot defend a negative even though we did really good doing it and put some people in their place. But we 
really don’t worry about it a whole lot because I have zero control over it and we are going on to bigger and better things right now. 

“But, you know, I appreciate [the increase in votes]. This is the first I’ve heard of it this year and I hear about it this time of year every year. Big thumbs up to the 
ones who are voting for me, and really that’s all you can say. There is really nothing else you can do.” 

According to vote tracking, there are five players currently above 75 percent: Chipper Jones (99), Jim Thome (95), Vladimir Guerrero (94), Edgar Martinez (81), 
and Trevor Hoffman (78). 

Just under the qualifying line are Mike Mussina (74), Clemens (69), Bonds (69), and Curt Schilling (68). 

In his first year on the ballot, Omar Vizquel was surprisingly polling at just 29 percent. Larry Walker was at 40 percent, and Manny Ramirez at 27. 

Apropos of nothing 

1. According to GM Dan Duquette, the Orioles are discussing whether to move Manny Machado to shortstop in 2018, the final year of his contract. The Orioles are 
still entertaining trade offers for Machado, but at some point Duquette has to know whether to pursue a third baseman if Machado plays shortstop. 

Third or short Machado's career numbers by position. Position  G  PA  BA  OBP  SLG  HR  RBI  BB  SO 

3B  715  3144  .279  .327  .472  126  375  205  522 

SS  50  221  .274  .344  .538  12  31  21  43 

SOURCE: baseball-reference.com 

2. Bronson Arroyo is loving life. He’s going to make some special appearances for the Reds but doesn’t want to be tied down after retiring from baseball. He’ll be 
performing with Theo Epstein at Hot Stove Cool Music at Paradise Rock Club in Boston on Feb. 3. Here’s an interesting fact: Arroyo and former catcher A.J. 
Pierzynski played Little League in Brooksville, Fla., at the same time and they logged a combined 35 years in the majors. 



3. Nobody tried harder to revive his baseball career than Daniel Bard. He retired last week and will now complete his degree at the University of North Carolina. 
Bard was a terrific setup man for the Red Sox, but things fell apart for him when he tried to transition to starting in 2012. His manager at the time, Bobby Valentine, 
told management to keep Bard in the bullpen, but his opinion fell on deaf ears. 

4. Alex Cora and Aaron Boone, the rookie managers of the Red Sox and Yankees, both have Houston connections. Cora was bench coach of the reigning World 
Series champions, and Boone spent his final big league season with the Astros, going 0 for 13 in 2009. 

5. It was tough to see the pushback Derek Jeter received at a Marlins Town Hall in Miami. Jeter was skewered by fans for breaking up the Marlins’ core, dealing 
away Giancarlo Stanton, Marcell Ozuna, and Dee Gordon. And the sell-off isn’t over as center fielder Christian Yelich and catcher J.T. Realmuto are expected to 
go next. The Marlins will be in the market for “bridge” players — one-year, low-money contracts with incentives. We think this is where a guy like Jose Bautista 
could end up. If Mike Napoli doesn’t sign with the Twins, he could land in Miami. Other veteran free agents who fit that mold include Erick Aybar, Rajai Davis, Chris 
Young, Stephen Drew, A.J. Ellis, Andre Ethier, Matt Garza, and Clay Buchholz. 

6. I’d find a way to sign free agent Jayson Werth to my team as an extra outfielder/DH. 

7. I’m thinking MLB Network’s Mark DeRosa could be the next future manager plucked from the analyst chair. I always thought DeRosa would eventually manage, 
and now that experience isn’t necessary, why not him? 

8. Love what Brewers owner Mark Attanasio is building. Nice blend of analytics and scouting with some pretty bright people on board. 

9. The annual Boston Baseball Writers dinner is Jan. 18 at the Boston Marriott Copley. Tickets start at $200 apiece and can be purchased by calling 617-624-
1231. 

Updates on nine 

1. Lorenzo Cain, CF, free agent — Cain, 31, is drawing interest from a few teams, including the Brewers, Rangers, Giants, and Blue Jays, who would move him to 
right field. Cain is a fine player who still has his speed, and the defensive metrics remain in his favor. The question becomes length of contract. Most of the teams 
involved feel three years is sufficient, but Cain will try to get four. When will his speed diminish? 

2. Christian Yelich, CF, Marlins — More teams have entered the mix for Yelich in the last week as the Marlins continue to shed payroll. The Nationals are the latest 
to get involved, while the Blue Jays, Giants, Phillies, Braves, and Rangers also appear to have some interest. The Marlins are looking for a haul in return, and in 
Washington’s case, they’re eyeing No. 1 outfield prospect Victor Robles. 

3. Greg Holland, RHP, free agent — With Wade Davis signing with Colorado, the Cubs are now in the picture for Holland, as are the Nationals. 

4. Jed Lowrie, 2B, A’s — Lowrie would be a really good fit for a few teams, including the Red Sox, Yankees, and Mets. With Dustin Pedroia expected to miss the 
first couple of months, the Red Sox could use a good bat and someone who could move around the infield when Pedroia does return. Lowrie might strike some 
homers in the Bronx. 

5. Mike Moustakas, 3B, free agent — We’re hearing very little about Moustakas, which seems to indicate teams are hoping to get Scott Boras’s client at a bargain 
rate or through a pillow contract. He’d fit with the Yankees, Mets, Braves, and also the Orioles if they move Manny Machado to shortstop. 

6. Andrew McCutchen, CF, Pirates — McCutchen’s name is continuously out there in trade talks. The Giants seem to be involved with several center fielders, 
including McCutchen, Jacoby Ellsbury, Cain, and Jackie Bradley Jr. 

7. Nick Castellanos, RF/3B, Tigers — Castellanos broke out in his age-25 season, hitting 26 homers with 104 RBIs. With the Tigers rebuilding, would they listen on 
the big righthanded hitter who is arbitration eligible? Castellanos can’t become a free agent until 2020. A few teams have asked about him. 

8. Alex Rodriguez, Fox Sports analyst — A-Rod is being wooed by ESPN to be a color analyst on game broadcasts. He has carved out quite a post-baseball 
career, to the point where his opinions are truly valued. Yankees GM Brian Cashman sought his insight during the team’s managerial search. Surprised that he 
didn’t wind up in an ownership situation with his hometown Marlins instead of Derek Jeter. If A-Rod replaces Aaron Boone on ESPN’s game broadcasts, it’ll be the 
second time he followed Boone. Boone’s injury during the 2003-04 offseason led the Yankees to acquire A-Rod. 

9. Mookie Betts, RF, Red Sox — Betts’s potential arbitration case should be interesting as to where he falls on the salary spectrum of a player who has 
accomplished what he has. The MLB Trade Rumors model has him at $8.2 million. We wonder if this is when the Red Sox start talking multiyear contract with him, 
or whether Betts would want to take his chances in arbitration until he becomes a free agent in 2021. 

Extra innings 

From the Bill Chuck files — “Last season, the Astros led the AL with a .291 batting average leading off an inning. I love even more than that they led the AL with 88 
doubles leading off an inning.” . . . Also, “Batters hit .104 off Corey Kluber’s curveballs. Batters swung at 478 of his curves and missed 235 times.” . . . And, “In 
2015, 1,799 starters went at least 6⅓ IP in a game; in 2016, that number dropped to 1,523; and last season it dropped to 1,298” . . . Happy birthday, Jon Lester 
(34), Eric Gagne (42), Dave Gray (75), and Dick Schofield (83). 

Boston Globe LOADED: 01.07.2018 

 
 
 


