
 
 

September 2, 2018 
 
• NBC Sports Chicago, Cubs activate Bryant, Russell from DL, make several other roster moves 
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• Chicago Tribune, Column: Kris Bryant's return boosts Cubs lineup to another level 
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• Chicago Sun-Times, Kyle Hendricks keeps Cubs’ potential playoff rotation rolling into September 
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• Chicago Sun-Times, Who’s on third for Cubs down stretch? ‘I don’t know’ 
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• Daily Herald, Maddon's 'September Song' validates his methods with Chicago Cubs 
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• Cubs.com, KB's return sparks Cubs as Hendricks cruises 
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• Cubs.com, Bryant doubles in 1st game since July 23 
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• ESPNChicago.com, Cubs rotation enters the stretch run ready to dominate 
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ready-dominate  
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NBC Sports Chicago 
Cubs activate Bryant, Russell from DL, make several other roster moves  
By Tim Stebbins 
 
Talk about receiving a boost. 
 
The Cubs announced several roster moves ahead of Saturday night's game against the Phillies, including 
the return of Kris Bryant and Addison Russell from the 10-day disabled list. While Russell is not in 
Saturday's lineup, Bryant is batting fifth and playing third base. 
 
The team also recalled reliever James Norwood from Triple-A Iowa and added outfielder Terrance Gore 
and catcher Taylor Davis from Iowa. To make room for Gore and Davis on the 40-man roster, the Cubs 
designated Luke Farrell and Rob Zastryzny for assignment. 
 
Of course, Bryant's return is the most important, as the former-MVP should only help an offense that 
scored 113 runs in August, 22nd-best in the MLB. 
 
Bryant last played July 23 when he went 0-for-4 against the Diamondbacks. In 76 games this season, he 
is hitting .276 with a .380 on-base percentage (second-best on the Cubs to Ben Zobrist) and an .854 OPS, 
only trailing Javier Báez. 
 
The Cubs went an impressive 21-14 in Bryant's latest absence (he missed time between June 22 and July 
11 as well) thanks to the steady contributions of Báez and the newly-acquired Daniel Murphy. Báez hit 
.288 with 7 home runs and 16 RBIs in August, while Murphy is hitting .317 in nine games since joining 
the Cubs on Aug. 22. 
 
Bryant's absence has obviously been big, but especially since David Bote has struggled in his place as of 
late. While Bote has come up clutch numerous times for the Cubs this season, he hit .187 in August and 
is in the midst of a 1-for-19 stretch. Bryant and Russell returning could allow Bote to work out any issues 
he might be dealing with at the plate. 
 
Russell is hitting .216 in 27 games post-All-Star break, though the hope is that his DL stint helped heal 
the nagging finger and shoulder injuries he has been dealing with. 
 
The Cubs acquired Gore from the Royals on Aug. 15. He has just 11 big-league at-bats to his name but 
has stolen 21 bases (as well as four in the postseason). He was a key contributor to the Royals' playoff 
runs in 2014 and 2015. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Column: Kris Bryant's return boosts Cubs lineup to another level 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
The Cubs added a former World Series MVP to their roster at the July trade deadline when they 
acquired left-hander Cole Hamels and a former National League Championship Series MVP in August 
when they brought in second baseman Daniel Murphy. 
 
But the move everyone had been eagerly awaiting finally happened Saturday when a former NL MVP 
returned to the lineup. 
 



 
Kris Bryant was back, at long last, after missing 35 games with a left shoulder injury, and there was no 
attempt to downplay the significance. 
 
As manager Joe Maddon said last week when discussing Bryant’s imminent return: “One guy can make 
all the difference in the world.” 
 
How much of a difference Bryant will make remains to be seen, of course. He struggled for two months 
before his extended stint on the disabled list, hitting .244 with three home runs and a .690 OPS in 38 
games from May 19 through July 23, which included a first trip to the DL from late June to mid-July. 
 
The Cubs fared OK without Bryant, going 21-14. Rookie third baseman David Bote came through in the 
clutch so often he’s now known as “Bote,” one of those one-name-only celebrities like Bono, Sting, Cher 
and Shemp. 
 
Still, it’s easy to imagine the Cubs opening a much bigger lead in the three-way NL Central race had a 
healthy Bryant been in the lineup. 
 
When someone asked what kind of expectations he had for himself, Bryant shot back: “Just to be Kris 
Bryant. That’s pretty good.” 
 
That should be good enough for the Cubs. Entering Saturday’s 7-1 victory over the Phillies, they led the 
league in hitting and runs scored. 
 
But they still have a maddening tendency to go through offensive droughts from time to time, and an 
inopportune stretch of nothingness in October could be disastrous. 
 
Bryant returns to a brand-new world in the NL since the hazy days of late July when he was told to put 
down his bat for a month. 
 
The Dodgers added Manny Machado only a few days before Bryant’s last game. The Brewers added 
Mike Moustakas and Jonathan Schoop. The Cardinals added by subtraction, firing manager Mike 
Matheny, dumping Tommy Pham and losing slumping Dexter Fowler to the disabled list. 
 
But the Cubs still have the upper hand heading into the final month with the league’s best record, 
meaning home-field advantage through the NL playoffs. 
 
Things can change on a dime, however, with one bad week. The addition of Bryant should help the Cub 
avoid a letdown, at least offensively. With Murphy now at the top of the lineup and MVP candidate 
Javier Baez in the two-hole, Maddon batted Bryant fifth for the first time this season, slotting him 
between Ben Zobrist and Kyle Schwarber. 
 
After striking out in his first at-bat against Phillies starter Zach Eflin, Bryant doubled down the left-field 
line on the first pitch he saw — a 95-mph fastball — in the third inning and later scored. He finished 2-
for-4 with two strikeouts and looked like his old self at third base, making routine plays and starting a 5-
4-3 double play in the fourth. 
 
Though Bryant made only four starts in right field this season, he’ll likely see more action there in 
September in Maddon’s etch-a-sketch lineups. 
 
No problem. Been there, done that. 
 



 
“I look at 2016 as my best year,” Bryant said. “And I played a lot of outfield.” 
 
No matter where he plays, Bryant is just geeked to hit in a lineup that has been supersized since 
Murphy’s arrival. When Jason Heyward returns from the disabled list, and if Addison Russell can find his 
stroke now that he’s off the DL, there’s no telling what kind of damage this team can do. 
 
“It’s definitely a longer lineup with KB in the middle like that,” Maddon said. “Definitely presents more 
to think about on their side, more matchups to think about. Just the pregame planning to think about is 
different. It just is. KB makes us longer. Addison, same thing.” 
 
Murphy started Saturday’s game with a leadoff double and scored on Baez’s infield hit and a two-base 
throwing error by shortstop Asdrubal Cabrera. As the Murph-O-Meter continues to go up, confidence in 
a long journey into late October rises accordingly. 
 
“It’s been working.” Bryant said. “It’s been fun to watch, even more fun to join. Seeing Murph and the 
preparation that he goes about to be ready for a game is inspiring. It’s been cool. It’s infectious with all 
of us. Guys are having great at-bats and we’re winning. 
 
“Guys feel good about themselves, and the lineup certainly looks great.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs newcomer Bobby Wilson refreshed after trade from Twins 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Bobby Wilson reported to the Cubs refreshed Saturday, and it wasn’t just because he was hydrated two 
months after nearly passing out at Wrigley Field. 
 
Wilson was invigorated by Thursday’s trade from the Twins to the Cubs despite not being eligible to play 
until Tuesday — at the earliest — as he remains on the disabled list with an ankle sprain. 
 
“I caught one bullpen a few days ago, and I’ll catch another pen soon,” said Wilson, who was acquired 
because of his expertise in handling pitchers. “The biggest thing is how do I feel squatting. That’s part of 
the reason why I’m here, to play defense and help the pitching staff. I’ll test that out and see how it feels 
and keep progressing.” 
 
Wilson was one of several newcomers who met with manager Joe Maddon to learn their roles. 
Outfielder Terrance Gore, catcher Taylor Davis and reliever James Norwood were promoted from Triple-
A Iowa. 
 
“This is what you play the game, for an opportunity to win a championship,” said Wilson, who has spent 
parts of 10 seasons in the majors but has yet to reach the playoffs. 
 
In their meeting, Maddon and Wilson reminisced about Wilson being noticeably fatigued at the plate 
during a Twins-Cubs game June 30. It was 91 degrees and humid. 
 
“Joe was looking at me and said, ‘It’s time to get you out, you don’t look so good,’ ” Wilson said. “I 
wasn’t going to do it in mid at-bat.” 
 



 
Wilson remained in the game, drew a walk and scored on a sacrifice fly before leaving after the top of 
the sixth. 
 
To make room for adding Gore and Davis to the 40-man roster, the Cubs designated pitchers Luke Farrell 
and Rob Zastryzny for assignment. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Kris Bryant 'positive' after going 2-for-4 in return to lineup 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
After missing 35 games during his second trip to the disabled list, Kris Bryant doesn’t believe he will 
need rest in the final four weeks of the regular season. 
 
“Everything was positive,” Bryant said Saturday night after going 2-for-4 with a double and handling four 
grounders flawlessly in his return as the Cubs coasted to a 7-1 victory over the Phillies. 
 
“I felt anxious to get out there. It felt completely normal. It was fun to be out there competing.” 
 
Bryant returned after his second stint on the DL with left shoulder inflammation. But he said the only 
discomfort he felt was from the normal aches during the game. 
 
“It’s just normal standing, getting up, sitting, crouching,” Bryant said. “Maybe I expected to feel worse, 
but I feel OK, which is good." 
 
Bryant was appreciative of the action at third base, which he didn’t experience during his four-game 
rehab stint at Triple-A Iowa last week. He admitted he was a little eager in his first at-bat, which resulted 
in a strikeout. But he pulled a double in the third inning and added a single in the eighth sandwiched 
around another strikeout while playing all nine innings. 
 
As for rest, Bryant isn’t eager for any. 
 
“I know (manager) Joe Maddon will want to rest some of us,” he said before the game. “But honestly, 
I’ve have had plenty of rest. He knows what’s best for us. He knows our body language and will give us 
rest whenever he sees fit.” 
 
Bryant emphasized extra measures were taken during his second stint on the 10-day disabled list to 
protect him from a recurrence of discomfort. 
 
“My shoulder is fine, feels strong,” said Bryant, who has missed 50 games as the result of two stints on 
the DL with inflammation. “I’ve taken all the precautions to make sure it does feel good with taking a 
month off, and stuff like that. 
 
“We’ve tweaked some things here and there. I don’t know if (Maddon) going to give me a day off 
because of the shoulder or just being tired physically, but my shoulder feels good.” 
 
Bryant went 2-for-10 with three walks and four strikeouts in four games for Triple-A Iowa while on a 
rehab assignment. 
 
-- 



 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Ian Happ homer, Kyle Schwarber triple and Kris Bryant double power Cubs over Phillies  
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Kris Bryant returned to the Cubs lineup with two hits Saturday night. 
 
His contributions will be welcome during the last four weeks of the season, but manager Joe Maddon 
also will be counting on Kyle Schwarber and Ian Happ for offensive firepower as he manipulates his 
lineups. 
 
Schwarber smacked a two-run triple and Happ hit a home run that helped the Cubs secure a 7-1 victory 
over the Phillies at Citizens Bank Park. 
 
Bryant, playing for the first time since July 23 after suffering a recurrence of left shoulder inflammation, 
hit a double during a two-run third inning rally and provided stellar defense at third base. 
 
“He moved well, threw well, and his at-bats were good,” Maddon said. “He had a nice game.” 
 
But so did Schwarber with his triple and Happ, who hit a home run in the seventh that enabled the Cubs 
to pull away. 
 
“They are the guys who have to hurt righties,” Maddon said. “The other guys playing all the time are 
near the top (of the batting order). But if we can get Schwarber and Happ to start hurting righties, that 
makes all the difference in the world. It helps set everything up.” 
 
With the victory, the Cubs (80-55) extended their lead over the Cardinals to 4½ games in the National 
League Central. 
 
Since the arrival of second baseman/leadoff batter Daniel Murphy, the Cubs have won 9 of 11 games. 
 
“I just think we’ve been a team that performs well in August and September when it really matters,” 
Bryant said. “It seems like we get better when the rest of the league is tired or hitting a low point in their 
season. It’s showing right now.” 
 
The return of Bryant will cut into the playing time of David Bote, who was hitless in his last 15 at-bats 
over his last four games before getting a pinch-hit two-out RBI double in the ninth and scoring on Javier 
Baez’s single, his third hit of the game. 
 
“(Bote) will still get his starts,” Maddon said. “There’s a different way to manipulate this.” 
 
As Maddon ponders his lineup combinations, the rotation is becoming firmer as Kyle Hendricks pitched 
six innings of one-run ball. 
 
After allowing three consecutive hits to open the fourth, Hendricks got Asdrubal Cabrera to hit a fly to 
left and induced Maikel Franco to ground into a double play. 
 
Cabrera, who hit a game-winning homer Friday, represented the tying run in the sixth but was called out 
on strikes, and Franco grounded into a force play. 
 



 
“Kyle is the guy who didn’t change,” Maddon said. “Kyle kept making pitches and eventually makes a 
good pitch, and we get out of the inning. The game did not speed up on him, and I was focusing on that 
as it was occurring.” 
 
Hendricks has allowed three runs in his last 20 innings in continuing an encouraging trend from Cubs 
starters, who have posted a 2.36 ERA in their last 16 outings after struggling with a 4.55 ERA in their 
previous 15. 
 
“With Jon (Lester) and Cole (Hamels), that’s where it starts,” Hendricks said. “Those guys set a 
precedent for us. With the experience they have and never being bothered by too much and committing 
to what they do and having confidence, it trickles to the rest of the guys.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Kyle Hendricks keeps Cubs’ potential playoff rotation rolling into September 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
PHILADELPHIA — Kris Bryant had been out for so long that his return was certain to make headlines, 
especially with two hits and a strong night in the field during a victory over a possible playoff opponent. 
 
But if you weren’t paying attention to Kyle Hendricks in all the Bryant hoopla Saturday, then you missed 
the biggest reason the Cubs got hot in mid-August and carried it into September with a 7-1 win over a 
Phillies team they might see again in October. 
 
“We have five qualified guys that can go out there and take the ball every fifth day and get the job 
done,” said Hendricks (11-10), who has lowered his season ERA 34 points over his last three starts, 
including another impressive six innings Saturday. 
 
“It starts with Jon [Lester] and Cole [Hamels],” he said. “They have a presence. They’ve been around — 
just the confidence they have in what they do. 
 
“They’ve really been setting the tone for us.” 
 
During an 11-5 run that started Aug. 16, a starting rotation that has underachieved most of the season 
has a 2.36 ERA in that span. 
 
“We feel we’re in a good spot, the way we’ve been playing [lately] especially,” Hendricks said. “Different 
parts of the team have been picking it up [all year]. The bullpen was solid in the beginning, obviously, 
the lineup in the middle, and now us starters have been doing a lot better lately. 
 
“It’s all kind of coming together now and it’s really fun.” 
 
With the addition of impact leadoff man Daniel Murphy five games into that streak and Bryant coming 
off the disabled list, the offense gave Hendricks a 2-0 lead before he took the mound and extended it to 
4-0 before he encountered any type of jam. 
 
Hendricks limited the damage to one run after giving up three consecutive singles to open the fourth. He 
allowed only two singles after that. 
 
“Kyle was outstanding,” manager Joe Maddon said. 



 
 
“Definitely as locked in as I’ve felt for the most part [this season],” Hendricks said. 
 
The potential playoff rotation of Lester, Hamels, Hendricks and Jose Quintana has combined to go 7-1 
with a 1.45 ERA the last three turns. 
 
“Everything’s different now,” said Quintana, who pitched well in an extra-inning loss to the Phillies 
Friday night. “It’s the last month of the season and everybody is [on their] game. Winning games is so 
hard at this point.” 
 
And almost impossible in a pennant race without good starting pitching. 
 
“We know this last month is going to be big for us, because the two teams behind us are not stopping. 
They’re coming hard,” Hendricks said of the Cardinals (who lost to the Reds) and the Brewers. 
 
“We know we’ve got to just keep playing good baseball but focus on ourselves and what we do in here.” 
 
There was no getting around the attention Bryant commanded in his long-awaited return to the lineup. 
 
“That’s huge,” Hendricks said. “It’s just inserting one guy, but he’s a special guy. It completely changes 
the lineup. To see him do what he did today right out of the gate was awesome. It’s going to be big for 
us going down the stretch. He’s obviously a huge part of this team.” 
 
Bryant, who hadn’t played since July 23 because of a sore left shoulder, didn’t miss a beat, going 2-for-4. 
He also handled six fielding chances at third without a blip. 
 
“Most importantly I felt good,” he said. “The first at-bat [strikeout] was a little [rushed]. But as the game 
went on it felt completely normal. It was fun to be out there again competing.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Who’s on third for Cubs down stretch? ‘I don’t know 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
PHILADELPHIA – Now that Kris Bryant’s back in the Cubs’ lineup, how long will he be at third base? 
 
With Daniel Murphy installed as the everyday second baseman, and Addison Russell expected to return 
to shortstop after a few days coming off the bench, Javy Baez – the Cubs’ MVP this year – needs a place 
to play. 
 
That likely means a hefty dose of outfield play for Bryant over the final month of the season and into a 
potential postseason. 
 
That’s something manager Joe Maddon has hinted about in the weeks leading up to Bryant’s return 
Saturday from a left shoulder injury, and right fielder Jason Heyward’s hamstring injury only increases 
the likelihood. 
 
“I don’t know, with Jason going down, that kind of shakes things up a little bit; I’m sure there’ll be some 
moving around,” Bryant said Saturday after returning from a four-game minor-league rehab assignment. 
 



 
“I’m fine with that,” said the 2016 National League MVP. “I look at 2016 as my best year, and I played a 
lot of outfield there. I’m ready for it. I’ve just got to make sure I get work at both of those positions.” 
 
For now, Russell will be eased back into action as a late-inning defensive replacement as he returns from 
a DL stint for right shoulder and left finger injuries. 
 
That would involve Murphy going to the bench, Baez sliding to second and Russell finishing games at 
short. 
 
“We have a lot of really good moving parts,” Maddon said. 
 
Bryant, who doubled in his second at-bat, said his shoulder feels healthy and strong after being sidelined 
since July 23 – for the second time with the same injury. 
 
Maddon has talked about giving Bryant regular days off down the stretch to keep him strong, but Bryant 
said he feels especially rested with all the down time and won’t necessarily need it. 
 
His expectations for his performance the rest of the way? 
 
“Just to be Kris Bryant,” he said. “That’s pretty good to me.” 
 
Heyward return uncertain 
 
Heyward wouldn’t speculate on a timeline for returning from the right hamstring injury he suffered 
trying to make a diving catch in Atlanta on Thursday. But considering the “pop” he felt and the 
importance of his health in October it could be most of September. 
 
“It felt like somebody took [a medical reflex hammer] and hit me pretty good,” said Heyward of the pain 
he felt just before he landed on the dive. “It was kind of off to the side that I felt it. Once I felt it, I knew 
it popped. 
 
“It could have been worse,” he added. “But it still is a hamstring, and we’ve just got to make sure we 
take the tie to get it right, and we’ll see what happens.” 
 
Reinforcements 
 
In addition to the additions from the DL of Bryant and Russell Saturday, the Cubs added three more 
players from Class AAA Iowa as rosters expanded: right-hander James Norwood, catcher Taylor Davis 
and pinch-running specialist Terrance Gore. 
 
To make room on the 40-man roster for Davis and Gore, the Cubs designated for assignment right-
hander Luke Farrell and left-hander Rob Zastryzny. 
 
Catcher Bobby Wilson, acquired Thursday in a trade from the Twins, also joined the team Saturday, but 
he won’t be eligible to be activated from the 10-day DL from an ankle sprain until Tuesday. 
 
The Cubs likely will make just three additions beyond that, once the minor-league seasons end next 
week, activating right-hander Tyler Chatwood and left-hander Brian Duensing from the DL and recalling 
right-hander Alec Mills. 
 
-- 



 
 
Daily Herald 
Maddon's 'September Song' validates his methods with Chicago Cubs 
By Bruce Miles 
 
Say it ain't so, Joe. 
 
"I'm maturing," Chicago Cubs manager Joe Maddon said recently in response to a question about fewer 
gimmicks, theme days and dress-up trips this year. 
 
"We have one (themed trip) coming up. We already had one. The Pedro Strop (trip) was one of the best 
ever. I think if you pick your spots more separately or not so close together, I think they have a greater 
impact. 
 
"I'm ashamed to say I might be maturing a bit. That would be awful, but if that's true I would really be 
disappointed in myself." 
 
That's more like it. 
 
Maddon's methods may be maddening to some, but here's the thing: They work. And they especially 
work in August and September. 
 
I started thinking about this as the Cubs kicked off and then completed another of Maddon's American 
Legion Weeks, during which players are instructed to show up to Wrigley Field later than normal and 
during which pregame practice is cut to a bare minimum. 
 
Sacrilege? To some, maybe, but Maddon, despite being 64, is baseball's modern-day iconoclast. 
 
It's always at this time of year when Maddon conducts American Legion Week, sometimes planting a 
flag from a Legion post in the media interview room. The idea is multilayered. Maddon says Legion 
Week is to get players back in touch with the game at its most organic level, when players simply 
showed up and played. 
 
The other part, of course, is that Maddon fervently believes in giving his players some rest in the dog 
days of the season before, as he puts it, "September brings its own energy." 
 
"When you get together in February -- and I've always believed this -- that's when you do need to do all 
this mechanical work and get out the repetition -- repetition, repetition, get this thing right," he said. "As 
the season progresses, I think it should be more mental work and less physical work, whether it's video, 
whether it's visualization. Those are the kinds of things I'm more into than physically getting out there. 
 
"Yeah, I do believe that last month brings its own energy. When you're in the hunt like we are, there's 
just a different method going to the ballpark. You don't have to look for that energy. It just shows up in 
your face. I love all of that. I think the guys do, also. We're used to this." 
 
Maddon brought his ideas to Chicago for the 2015 season, and the August-September results have 
validated them. 
 
To wit: 
 



 
• In August 2015, the Cubs were 19-9. They were 23-9 in September-October before they advanced all 
the way to the National League championship series, where Maddon's young, upstart team fell in four 
games to the New York Mets. 
 
• During their world-championship season of 2016, the Cubs were 22-6 in August and 18-11 in 
September-October. 
 
• Last year, when the Cubs again advanced to the NLCS (losing to the Los Angeles Dodgers), they went 
17-12 in August and 19-10 in the final month. 
 
That's a grand total of 118-57 over the final two months of Maddon's first three seasons in Chicago. 
 
After Friday's 2-1 loss to the Philadelphia Phillies, the Cubs finished this August with a record of 18-10. 
 
Asked why the Cubs have dominated in August and September, pitcher Kyle Hendricks had a ready 
answer. 
 
"I think a lot of it is since Joe's been around, how he manages the burnout," Hendricks said. "The not 
taking BP (batting practice), we're having American Legion Week, I think it's little things like this that just 
keep you fresh late in the season whereas other teams might be taking BP more often. 
 
"I can't pinpoint one particular thing, but if I had to say, Joe's leadership and how it trickles down to this 
clubhouse. Everyone knows it's a long season. It's a marathon, not a sprint. And we trust in what we 
have in this clubhouse. So come August-September, the excitement level rises in here." 
 
At 28, Hendricks is one of the Cubs' young veterans. Fellow pitcher Jon Lester, 34, has been around the 
block a few more times than has Hendricks. Lester is more of an old-school type, but he said he loves the 
way Maddon manages. 
 
"I think it's just what we do from spring training to this point," he said. "I think Joe does a good job of 
not hammering the little things even when we're not playing well. 
 
"I think a lot of teams or organizations when they don't play well, they run to the early BPs and the 
double BPs through the day. Maybe you'll see a PFP (pitchers fielding practice) thrown in there or 
whatever. Joe goes the other way." 
 
It's not only in August that Maddon backs off. At many points during the season, the Cubs will not take 
batting practice on the field, or they make it optional. 
 
Maddon said it's sometimes hard to get coaches to buy in. 
 
"Coaches are trained to do this daily, and they want to do this daily," he said. "They've been taught that 
they have to do this daily for your team to be successful. And I don't agree with that. As the season 
progresses, there's a different way to impact the day as a coach. 
 
"Sometimes it's a hard sell in the beginning because it's counter intuitive: 'We've got to work hard. 
We've got to do this every day in order to be successful. I've got to suffer to be successful.' You don't 
have to suffer to be successful. 
 
"I think that's the work ethic that's been ingrained in a lot of people. You don't have to suffer. You just 
have to work smart." 



 
 
Veteran Ben Zobrist has played for Maddon in Chicago and Tampa Bay. He has seen the methods work 
and perhaps become even more refined. 
 
"I think he's doing a great job," Zobrist said. "I can see how over the years he's gotten better at that. 
He's done a great job with this team with as many guys that we have that are both young and old. He's 
really given everybody a chance to rest and get a breather throughout the season. Hopefully that bodes 
well for September coming up and hopefully the playoffs." 
 
Now that September is here, we'll see if it brings its own energy. 
 
But has Maddon really "matured"? 
 
"He must be; either that or he's running out of ideas," Hendricks said with a laugh. "I could never put 
that on him. He seems like the most creative guy I've ever met, but there are only so many things you 
can do, bringing them into a baseball field. I'm really curious to see what he's got next." 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
KB's return sparks Cubs as Hendricks cruises 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
PHILADELPHIA -- For the first time since late July, the Cubs' lineup looked more complete with the return 
of Kris Bryant. 
 
Bryant, back after missing more than a month because of a sore left shoulder, doubled in the third 
inning to help set up Kyle Schwarber's two-run triple, and Ian Happ added a solo home run in the Cubs' 
7-1 victory on Saturday night over the Phillies at Citizens Bank Park. 
 
Javier Baez added an RBI single in the ninth to raise his National League-leading total to 99 RBIs, but 
Bryant's return was key for the Cubs. 
 
"It's huge," pitcher Kyle Hendricks said. "Just inserting one guy like that, he's a special guy. It completely 
changes the lineup. To see him do what he did out of the gate is awesome. He's obviously a huge part of 
this team. It's good to have him back." 
 
Manager Joe Maddon certainly liked writing Bryant's name down on the lineup card. 
 
"You see [Daniel Murphy] hits, then you see Baez hits, then [Anthony Rizzo] hits then [Ben Zobrist] with 
Bryant on deck," Maddon said. "That's how I process it. You look at the names on the back and you 
watch guys moving around out there, it's a good feeling. He had a nice day for his first day back. I liked 
his defense. He caught the ball well and didn't rush a throw. He had an impressive day." 
 
So did Hendricks, who picked up the win and got a little payback. He lost to the Phillies and Zach Eflin on 
June 5 at Wrigley, giving up five runs over five innings. Eflin was sharp in that game, holding the Cubs to 
one run over 7 2/3 innings. Saturday was a different story for both pitchers. Eflin was lifted after serving 
up four runs (three earned) over five innings. Hendricks gave up one run over six innings. 
 
"This is as locked in as I've felt for the most part," Hendricks said. "I'm making good pitches and putting 
together good sequences. Everything starts with fastball command for me. It's just been getting better 



 
and better. Today, it was good from the start. My curveball has been coming along better and better 
and I'm using it more." 
 
It helped that he escaped a jam in the fourth when the Phillies had two on and one out, getting Maikel 
Franco to hit into an inning-ending double play. 
 
Cubs starting pitchers have been on a good roll. They now have a 2.36 ERA in the last 16 games after 
posting a 4.55 ERA in the prior 15 starts. 
 
"It's all kind of coming together now and it's really fun," Hendricks said. "We know this last month will 
be big for us. The [Cardinals and Brewers] are not stopping, they're coming hard. We have to keep 
playing good baseball and not look too far ahead." 
 
Every game this month is important to the Phillies, who fell to three games behind Atlanta in the NL East 
race. The Cubs, who boast the best record in the NL, have won nine of their last 11 games and have a 4 
1/2-game lead over St. Louis and five-game edge over Milwaukee. 
 
"I just think we've been a team that performs well in August and September when it really matters," 
Bryant said. "It seems like we get better when the rest of the league is feeling a little tired or hitting a 
low point in their season. I guess it's showing right now." 
 
Bryant went 2-for-4, striking out twice. He doubled with two outs in the third after Rizzo had singled. 
Both runners scored on Schwarber's triple off the center-field wall to open a 4-0 lead. 
 
"I was really happy to actually get some ground balls," Bryant said. "That was the biggest thing I didn't 
get in Triple-A. I had five or six [ground balls] today, which was nice. I got everything. Most importantly, I 
felt good. 
 
"As the game went on, it felt completely normal," he said. "It's fun to be out there again competing." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Opportunity knocks: Murphy doubled to lead off the game for the Cubs and scored on a throwing error 
by shortstop Asdrubal Cabrera, who fielded Baez's infield single, then overthrew first. One out later, 
Baez tallied on Zobrist's double to take a 2-0 lead. The Cubs are 9-1 with Murphy in the starting lineup. 
 
"It's not any coincidence that Danny got in town and we're just having better at-bats," Maddon said. "He 
does set a great tone at the top." 
 
Turn the page: Happ was happy to see September after batting .172 with one home run and six RBIs in 
August. Happ added some insurance when he smacked his 14th home run with one out in the Chicago 
seventh, launching a 3-2 slider from Edubray Ramos to right. The Cubs need Happ and Schwarber to pick 
it up, especially when they face right-handed pitchers. 
 
"They're the guys who have to hurt righties," Maddon said. "If we can get Schwarber and Happ to start 
hurting righties, it makes all the difference in the world." 
 
SOUND SMART 
With one more RBI and home run, Baez will become the fifth Cubs player to record a 30-homer, 100-RBI 
season before or in their age 25 season, joining Ernie Banks, Bryant, Rizzo and Ron Santo. 
 
YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 



 
Phillies left-hander Austin Davis had an interesting encounter with third-base umpire Joe West in the 
eighth inning. After Davis pulled a scouting report from his back pocket and reviewed it before he faced 
Addison Russell, West approached him, asked for the sheet of paper and confiscated it. 
 
HE SAID IT 
"Everything today was a positive for me." -- Bryant, on his first game back 
 
UP NEXT 
Jon Lester (14-5, 3.67 ERA) will start the rubber match for the Cubs on Sunday, facing right-hander Aaron 
Nola (15-3, 2.10). Lester did not get a decision in his last outing against the Mets but is on a good roll. He 
has a 2.04 ERA in his last three starts and helped himself vs. the Mets with a two-run single off Noah 
Syndergaard. Lester is 7-0 with a 1.64 ERA in nine career starts against the Phillies. First pitch is 
scheduled for 12:35 p.m. CT from Citizens Bank Park. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Bryant doubles in 1st game since July 23 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
PHILADELPHIA -- All the Cubs want from Kris Bryant is to be himself. 
 
Bryant returned to the Cubs' lineup on Saturday, starting for the first time since July 23 after being 
sidelined because of inflammation in his left shoulder. He's adjusted his mechanics slightly and now is 
using a two-handed grip in practice. Whether he uses it in games will depend on how he feels. 
 
"[The grip] feels great," Bryant said. "There were a couple swings in the [Minor League rehab] where I 
went back to what I did normally, but no problems at all. I honestly feel really comfortable with it." 
 
Bryant struck out in the first inning but then doubled down the left-field line in the third, scoring on Kyle 
Schwarber's two-run triple as the Cubs pulled away for a 7-1 victory over the Phillies. 
 
What does Bryant expect upon his return? 
 
"Just to be Kris Bryant," he said. "That's pretty good to me." 
 
In 2016, Bryant was pretty great, winning the National League MVP when he hit 39 home runs and drove 
in 102 runs. In 76 games heading into Saturday, he hit 11 home runs and had 44 RBIs. 
 
"Regardless of what the scoreboard [statistics] says, it doesn't matter," Bryant said. "I just want to go 
out there and be myself. I know I can affect the game in plenty of areas and that's what Joe [Maddon] 
has always preached to me, be myself. Personally, that makes me feel at ease. He doesn't want me to do 
anything different, I don't want to do anything different. I just want to be myself." 
 
Maddon inserted Bryant into the fifth spot in the lineup rather than up high. Since Bryant has been 
sidelined, the Cubs have acquired Daniel Murphy, who has taken over the leadoff spot. 
 
"KB obviously makes the lineup look more menacing," Maddon said. 
 
Bryant felt he had enough time with Triple-A Iowa, playing four games. 
 



 
"I'm confident I'll continue to get better as we go along with the rest of the season," Bryant said. 
 
Maddon will likely keep an eye on Bryant and not have him play every day to avoid aggravating the 
shoulder. Bryant didn't want to be babied at all. 
 
"My shoulder is fine," Bryant said. "My shoulder feels good, strong. I've taken all the precautions to 
make sure it does feel good, which is taking a month off and tweaking some things here and there. I 
don't know if he's going to give me a day off because of the shoulder or because of feeling physically 
tired, but my shoulder feels good." 
 
With Jason Heyward on the disabled list because of a hamstring injury, Bryant may play some outfield. 
He's ready for that. 
 
"I'm sure there will be some moving around and stuff like that," Bryant said. "That's just who we are. 
None of us really have a set position, which is so cool about everybody here. Nobody's selfish, 
everybody is willing to move around, and I am, too." 
 
Russell among other additions 
On Saturday, the Cubs also activated Addison Russell from the disabled list, but he did not start. Russell 
has been bothered by right shoulder inflammation as well as a sprained left middle finger. Maddon said 
he'll ease the shortstop back into action. 
 
The Cubs did add reinforcements on Saturday, when Major League rosters expand for September. The 
Cubs selected outfielder Terrance Gore and catcher Taylor Davis from Triple-A Iowa. Right-hander James 
Norwood also was recalled. Catcher Bobby Wilson, who the Cubs acquired from the Twins, has joined 
the team but was not activated from the DL. 
 
Gore, 27, played in 49 games for the Royals over four years but has not played in the big leagues this 
season. 
 
"[Maddon] showed me a lineup and he literally had my name by everybody's name, so there's no telling 
when I'm coming in," Gore said. "He told me to be ready." 
 
Wilson did catch Mike Montgomery's bullpen on Saturday and is eligible to be activated from the DL on 
Tuesday. 
 
"This is what you play the game for, you play the game to have the opportunity to win a world 
championship," Wilson said. "When the Twins came to me and presented the situation, it was tough to 
say no. With the group they have here [with the Cubs], I know it's a special place and I'm looking 
forward to it." 
 
He's making progress with his ankle. 
 
"That's the biggest thing -- how do I feel squatting," Wilson said. "That's why I'm here, to play defense 
and help the pitching staff." 
 
To make room on the Cubs' 40-man roster for Gore and Davis, pitchers Luke Farrell and Rob Zastryzny 
were designated for assignment. Farrell appeared in 20 games (two starts) with the Cubs and compiled a 
5.17 ERA. Zastryzny helped the Cubs in 2016 and appeared in six games in relief this season. 
 



 
The Cubs also confirmed that they have signed lefty Jaime Garcia to a Minor League contract and he was 
with Iowa. Garcia was 3-6 with a 5.93 ERA in 25 games (13 starts) with the Blue Jays. 
 
Still in the wings are pitchers Brian Duensing (left shoulder inflammation) and Tyler Chatwood (left hip 
tightness), who are both rehabbing with Iowa. 
 
Heyward on his injury 
As Heyward dived for a ball in center field on Thursday, he felt his right hamstring pop. It was as if he 
was pinged on his leg by one of those small hammers doctors use to test your reflexes. 
 
The Cubs placed Heyward on the 10-day disabled list on Friday, and there is no timetable for his return. 
 
"I can't go out there and play right now," Heyward said Saturday. "When I felt it, I knew it wasn't huge 
but I knew it was enough. I had to come out of the game. ... I have to be smart about this and take time 
to get it right." 
 
Maddon on Joe West 
Maddon was not aware that shortstop Javier Baez felt he was disrespected by home-plate umpire Joe 
West on Friday. Baez wasn't happy about a called third strike but said he didn't say anything to the 
umpire. 
 
Maddon said the friction between umpires and teams used to be much worse. 
 
"This is benevolent, mild, a walk in the park," Maddon said. "There was much more of that method as 
opposed to today, I think. I think when it happens today, it really stands out because it happens less. 
 
"Joe and I, we've had our differences but I respect him as an umpire. I think he's still one of the best in 
the game. He's very good. He's just Joe, he's just J.W." 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Cubs rotation enters the stretch run ready to dominate 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
PHILADELPHIA -- It has to be every other National League contender's worst nightmare: The starting 
rotation of the Chicago Cubs is finally finding its groove at exactly the right time in the season. The 
calendar might say September, but the starters are beginning to pitch as if it's October. 
 
"This is as locked-in as I've felt," Saturday's winner, Kyle Hendricks, said after the Cubs' 7-1 win over the 
Philadelphia Phillies. 
 
The same goes for Cole Hamels, who's up for Pitcher of the Month for August, while Jon Lester is also 
rounding back into form after a post All-Star-break dip. Think about those names if the Cubs do indeed 
make it to October: Lester, Hamels, Hendricks. They are talented and playoff-tested. What other NL 
contender, aside from the Los Angeles Dodgers, can say the same about three of its starting pitchers? 
 
"With Jon and Cole, that's where it starts," Hendricks said. "They're never bothered too much. It trickles 
down to the rest of us young guys." 
 



 
That's funny, coming from Hendricks, who beat Clayton Kershaw to send the Cubs to the 2016 World 
Series. He has pitched in big game after big game, but he knows his teammates are in a different class. 
When you talk about competing, it's hard to find two who are better. Everyone on the Cubs knows that, 
as the turnaround began when Hamels arrived. 
 
"It's been nice to watch him," third baseman Kris Bryant said. "There's so many guys that can start. It's 
nice to see those guys out there making it easy on the offense." 
 
It's also nice to see Bryant on the field at all. He has been missing, because of an ailing shoulder, since 
July 23 but returned in good form on Saturday, going 2-for-4. He can only help, but none of it will matter 
if the Cubs' rotation doesn't continue to dominate. It has compiled a 2.58 ERA since mid-August. 
 
"The starting rotation is doing a good job," fourth starter Jose Quintana said. "We just have to keep it 
rolling." 
 
It wasn't always the case this season. In fact, the starting staff was the weak link in the first half of the 
year -- and the All-Star break really didn't change anything. But sometime in August, things did begin to 
get better, especially for Hendricks, who couldn't get out the first inning without giving up runs. Not so 
on Saturday, when he used 13 pitches to get back in the dugout without suffering any damage. And 
when the Phillies did threaten, Hendricks calmly got out of several jams. 
 
"When they started getting something going, Kyle didn't change," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. "The 
game did not speed up on him." 
 
That's the beauty of having experience, something almost no other team in the NL can boast about in 
their rotation. The Phillies have Jake Arrieta, but that's their one playoff-tested starting pitcher. And 
Philadelphia would be out of the playoffs if they began right now. The Atlanta Braves? All newbies. 
Arizona has a few guys, like Zack Greinke, but their postseason run last year was short-lived and not very 
good. And those Dodgers? They're in a tight three-team race in the West. 
 
And even if there's a guy here or there who has a few playoff games under his belt, none compare to 
Lester, who has won three titles, or Hamels, who has one. Or Hendricks, who also has one. Not even 
perennial contender St. Louis has that "it" factor on the mound. The Cardinals have turned over their 
rotation, handing it to guys like Miles Mikolas. He's good, but he's never been there. 
 
Talent and experience. For starting pitchers in the NL, it keeps coming back to the Cubs -- and those top 
two guys. 
 
"They have a presence," Hendricks said of Hamels and Lester. "Just confidence in what they do and it 
really helps out the rest of us feel that way." 
 
If a changing of the guard is to happen in the NL, it will take someone who can outcompete those Cubs 
starters. Even when they get down to their No. 4 guys, like Quintana or Mike Montgomery, the Cubs can 
count on them for two turns through the lineup. Going to the bullpen that early is only possible if the 
horses ahead of them can handle the workload. The answer to that question is easy: Try taking the ball 
out of hands of Lester or Hamels in a playoff game. It's hard enough to do in April, let alone October. 
 
"Those are the guys we count on," Maddon said. 
 
Finally, the Cubs can do just that: rely on their rotation, while serving notice to the rest of the league. 
Who can beat their front three? 



 
 
-- 
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