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1998-The Reds trade Bret Boone and Mike Remlinger to the Braves for Denny Neagle, Michael Tucker and Rob Bell 

MLB.COM 
Reds to gauge market when GMs meet 

Williams plans to learn other clubs' offseason directions 

By Mark Sheldon / MLB.com | @m_sheldon | November 9th, 2017 + 51 COMMENTS 

 

CINCINNATI -- Reds general manager Dick Williams and his front office will be on the scene in Orlando, Fla., next week for the 

annual General Managers Meetings that begin on Monday. While the GM Meetings are meant for executives to tackle industry 

business and topics, networking together can often lead to deals. 

 

"We get a good idea of what other clubs are doing in the offseason, and if there is a fit for discussions," Williams said on Thursday. 

"We also inevitably talk to agents while we are there. Since all of the GMs are in one place, the agents come and want to talk about 

their free-agent portfolio." 

 

Coming off a season in which both the rotation and bullpen struggled, the Reds would like add to their pitching staff with some 

reliable veterans. There is also some room allocated in the 2018 budget to make those additions. However, Williams feels good 

about what Cincinnati already has and doesn't feel compelled to pounce right away. 

 

Rookie starters like Luis Castillo, Sal Romano, Robert Stephenson and Tyler Mahle ended the season strong. Veterans like Homer 

Bailey, Anthony DeSclafani and Brandon Finnegan are expected to be fully recovered from their various injury issues. The team 

also still likes young pitchers who didn't perform as well, like Cody Reed, Amir Garrett and Jackson Stephens. 

 

The problem is that none of those pitchers can be assumed to compile 200 innings and 30 starts in 2018. The club's pitching depth 

also has been challenged the past two seasons by injuries. 

 

"You've got a lot of opportunity there," Williams said. "If we have that whole group and good fortune with health, we think we have 

a really exciting group to start with. Anything we get from the outside would just be additive to that. If we have bad luck with 

health, we're going to hope to make sure we have a buffer of innings. I think going into this offseason, we're going to approach it 

very opportunistically. We don't feel we have to spend a certain amount of money. We do have resources, if we need to call on 

them, to make additions. But we also have a lot of exciting pieces coming back." 

 

Last offseason, to supplement their pitching staff, the Reds signed free agent Scott Feldman to a one-year, $2.3 million contract. 

Feldman, originally expected to be a back-of-the-rotation or bullpen piece, wound up being at the front of the starting five until he 

needed season-ending arthroscopic right knee surgery in August. 

 

Feldman is expected to be healthy for the start of the next season. 

 

"That profile of pitcher, and him specifically, would be something we would consider," Williams said. "There aren't a ton of 

pitchers that can do both -- easily slide from one role to the other. Those do have a bit of incremental value. We'd be open to stuff 

like that." 

 

Meanwhile, Williams and the Reds will keep an eye on another of the team's free agents, Zack Cozart. A qualifying offer of $17.4 

million for 2018 was not made on Monday, freeing Cozart to sign anywhere without requiring Draft pick compensation for the 

Reds. 

 

"We have continued to express interest in trying to find something that works for both sides," Williams said. "But I wouldn't say 

there is a lot of active dialogue, mainly because at this point it makes sense for him to at least see what the interest is that's out there. 

We're going to have to play that by ear and continue to be open to it based on what the market ends up being." 

 

Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05. Follow him on 

Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast. This story was not subject to the approval of Major League Baseball 

or its clubs. 



Source: Reds sign Quackenbush to Minors deal 

By Mark Sheldon / MLB.com | @m_sheldon | November 8th, 2017 + 23 COMMENTS 

 

CINCINNATI -- The Reds made their first move to add veteran help to their bullpen on Wednesday when they signed right-handed 

reliever Kevin Quackenbush to a Minor League contract, according to a source. 

 

The club has not confirmed Quackenbush's deal, but it comes with an invitation to big league camp at Spring Training. 

 

Quackenbush, 28, spent all four of his Major League seasons with the Padres, and he had a 4.08 ERA over 193 appearances. Last 

season for San Diego, he was 0-2 with a 7.86 ERA in 26 1/3 innings over 20 games. 

 

In 22 games at Triple-A El Paso in 2017, Quackenbush had a 3.90 ERA. 

 

Although he has a 1.29 career WHIP, Quackenbush struggled last season with a 1.82 mark that included an average of 5.5 walks per 

nine innings. 

 

Cincinnati heads into 2018 with two relievers assured jobs in closer Raisel Iglesias and lefty setup man Wandy Peralta. The team is 

looking for both veteran relievers and a veteran starter to bolster the rotation. 

 

Worth noting 

 

• The Reds and Triple-A Louisville announced on Wednesday that they extended their player-development agreement through the 

2020 season. The current deal was set to expire after the '18 season. 

 

Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05. Follow him on 

Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast. This story was not subject to the approval of Major League Baseball 

or its clubs. 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
Reds' Joey Votto, Zack Cozart denied Silver Sluggers 

C. Trent Rosecrans, crosecrans@enquirer.com Published 6:33 p.m. ET Nov. 9, 2017 | Updated 6:53 p.m. ET Nov. 9, 2017 

 

Reds first baseman Joey Votto has won a Most Valuable Player Award, a Gold Glove and the Hank Aaron Award, but has never 

won a Silver Slugger. 

 

And he still hasn’t.  

 

Arizona’s Paul Goldschmidt was named the winner of the National League’s Silver Slugger at first base, the third time he has won 

the award. The Silver Slugger is awarded by Louisville Slugger and honors “the best offensive producers at each position in the 

American and National Leagues.”  

 

The awards are voted upon by coaches and managers. According to the release by Louisville Slugger, “selections are based on a 

combination of offensive statistics, including batting average, on-base percentage and slugging percentage, as well as the managers’ 

and coaches’ general impressions of a player’s overall offensive value.” 

 

Votto bested Goldschmidt in all three listed statistics — .320 to .297 in batting average, .454 to .404 in on-base percentage and .578 

to .563 in slugging percentage. The two had the same number of home runs (36) and Goldschmidt bested Votto in runs batted in 

(120 to 100). Votto also topped Goldschmidt in offensive wins above replacement (oWAR) 6.4 to 4.8, according to Baseball-

Reference.com. 

 

Goldschmidt bested Votto for the Gold Glove in voting announced on Tuesday. He is also one of the three finalists, along with 

Votto and Florida’s Giancarlo Stanton, for the National League Most Valuable Player. 

 

The Gold Glove and Silver Slugger are voted on by managers and coaches, while the MVP is voted on by members of the Baseball 

Writers Association of America. The MVP will be announced Thursday, Nov. 16. 

 

Reds shortstop Zack Cozart could also be a little salty in missing out in a Silver Slugger, as the National League Silver Slugger went 

to the Dodgers’ Corey Seager. Cozart had a slash line of .297/.385/.548 versus Seager’s .295/.375/.479. Cozart also had more home 

runs (24) than Seager (22), while Seager had more RBI (77) than Cozart (63). 

 

Jay Bruce was the last Reds player to win a Silver Slugger, taking home his second award in 2013. 

 



The rest of the winners for the Silver Slugger in the National League were the Cardinals’ Adam Wainwright (pitcher), the 

Nationals’ Daniel Murphy (second base), the Rockies’ Nolan Arenado (third base), the Giants’ Buster Posey (catcher), the Rockies’ 

Charlie Blackmon (outfield) and outfielders Marcell Ozuna and Giancarlo Stanton of the Marlins. 

 

The American League winners were the Royals’ Eric Hosmer (first base), the Astros’ Jose Altuve (second base), the Indians’ 

Francisco Lindor (shortstop), the Indians’ Jose Ramirez (third base), the Yankees’ Gary Sanchez (catcher), the Angels’ Justin Upton 

(outfield), the Yankees’ Aaron Judge (outfield), the Astros’ George Springer (outfield) and the Mariners’ Nelson Cruz (designated 

hitter). 

 

Cincinnati Reds, Louisville Bats extend player development through 2020 

C. Trent Rosecrans, crosecrans@enquirer.com Published 12:19 p.m. ET Nov. 8, 2017 

 

The Reds’ top Triple-A team will continue to be just a trip down I-71 for at least the next three years, as the team and the Louisville 

Bats announced an extension of the player development contract through 2020. 

 

The previous player development contract was scheduled to expire following the 2018 season. 

 

“We are pleased to announce the extension of our player development contract with the Cincinnati Reds through the 2018 season,” 

said Louisville Bats president Gary Ulmer in a statement released by the Bats. “We value our long-term partnership with Cincinnati 

and hope to be the Reds’ Triple-A affiliate for many years to come.” 

 

The Bats have been a Reds affiliate since 2000, the same year Louisville Slugger Field opened in downtown Louisville.  

 

The Reds’ player development contracts with Double-A Pensacola, high-Class A Daytona and rookie Billings expire following the 

2018 season. 

 

Reds sign Quackenbush to minor-league deal 

 

The Reds signed right-handed reliever Kevin Quackenbush to a minor-league deal with an invitation to big-league spring training. 

 

Quackenbush, who will turn 29 later this month, was 0-2 with a 7.86 ERA in 20 appearances for the Padres last season. He was 4-1 

with a 3.90 ERA in 22 appearances at Triple-A El Paso. 

TRANSACTIONS 
11/08/17 

Minnesota Twins released RHP Michael Tonkin. 


