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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
 

1962-The Reds stage “Trumpet Night,” in which anyone bringing in a horn is granted free admission. Over 650 fans take 

advantage of the promotion  

  

MLB.COM 
 

Reed picks up the slack in Stephenson's wake 

Reliever quiets Indians bats after starter's early exit in series loss 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

1:22 AM EDT 

 

CINCINNATI -- When the Reds made the recent callups of starting pitchers Robert Stephenson and Cody Reed from Triple-A 

Louisville -- Stephenson for the rotation and Reed for the bullpen -- the moves were made to give each pitcher an extended chance 

to show what he can do. 

 

On Wednesday, during a 4-3 Reds loss to the Indians at Great American Ball Park that sealed a three-game series sweep and their 

fourth consecutive defeat, although he gave up the deciding run on Melky Cabrera's two-run homer in the sixth, Reed made the most 

of his chance by bailing out Stephenson with 3 2/3 innings of solid work. 

 

"The way I pitched tonight was unacceptable. Can't happen," said Stephenson, who lasted just 1 2/3 innings, allowed two earned 

runs and issued four walks while throwing 57 pitches. "I had a really hard time tonight gripping the ball. As much as I don't want to 

give excuses, that's the God's honest truth. Obviously, I'm going to find a way between starts to figure it out, and throw more balls in 

the zone." 

 

Stephenson was handed a 3-0 lead in the bottom of the first inning, with Preston Tucker's two-out, two-run homer being the big 

blow. But the right-hander all but squashed that momentum during a labor-intensive top of the second. He opened with a four-pitch 

walk to Jason Kipnis, all on fastballs -- followed by a wild pitch to Greg Allen and Allen's RBI single. With one out, Stephenson 

walked Indians starter Shane Bieber on four pitches -- the last three of them fastballs. A two-out, five-pitch walk to Michael 

Brantley marked Stephenson's 32nd pitch of the frame and brought an end to his night. 

 

"It's command of the fastball. Not throwing enough strikes with the fastball and relying so much on the off-speed stuff," Reds 

interim manager Jim Riggleman said. "He's just got to do better." 

 

Riggleman handed the ball to Reed with two outs in the second. The left-hander faced the minimum over his first 10 batters and 

retired eight in a row heading into the top of the sixth. 

 

"Getting up quick in the second inning, that was the first time I've ever done that," said Reed, who allowed two earned runs on three 

hits and one walk with his 52 pitches. "I got loose. I was ready to go. It was not like I was rushed or anything; I was ready to go. I 

felt fine." 

 

Cincinnati's 3-2 lead disappeared after Reed's leadoff walk to Yonder Alonso brought up Cabrera, who skied a two-run homer into 

the first row of seats in left field to put the Indians ahead for good. 

 

"I almost pointed up in the air like you do on routine fly balls," Reed said. "I looked back, and I thought Tucker was underneath it, 

and he just kept going back, and it just happened to go out. Tough break." 

 

On Monday, the day of his recall from the Minors, Reed pitched a scoreless inning against Cleveland. Stephenson, meanwhile, is 0-

2 with a 7.94 ERA in two big league starts since his return, with nine walks over 5 2/3 innings. 

 

"Today, I felt really good coming out of the bullpen [before the game]," Stephenson said. "I thought everything was going to be 

great. Then it went the way it went." 



 

Stephenson often endured command issues and inconsistency during his 33 big league games between 2016-17, but he seemed to 

find himself this season with Louisville, going 14-6 with a 2.80 ERA in 20 starts -- including 6-0 with a 1.23 ERA over his last 

seven starts. However, he was still prone to walks and acknowledged last week that walks were part of his game. 

 

"Lately, the walks I've been issuing are not the walks I want to issue," Stephenson said Wednesday. 

 

In 18 games (17 starts) for Louisville this season, Reed went 4-8 with a 3.92 ERA -- including a 2-0 record and 1.61 ERA over his 

last three starts. Though he has yet to have much success for the big league club, he's shown increased command and confidence, 

and that was on display against Cleveland. 

 

"I felt like I threw a lot of strikes," Reed said. "I felt like I filled it up a little bit. I walked Alonso, I think, just nibbling around the 

edge there. I happened to throw four balls, and then the home run happened. But I felt good. I was throwing my pitches for strikes. I 

felt good and confident up there." 

 

MOMENT THAT MATTERED 

Ninth-inning rally falls short: Billy Hamilton opened the bottom of the ninth with a single to center against lefty Brad Hand. Jose 

Peraza was next with a drive to right field that one-hopped the wall for a ground-rule double that put the go-ahead run on second 

base and the tying run on third. 

 

Joey Votto then hit a routine groundout to first, and Hamilton had already been instructed to run on contact. He was easily thrown 

out at the plate by Alonso. 

 

"I was pretty surprised," Indians catcher Roberto Perez said. "That ball was in front of him. It was hit OK, but it wasn't hit that hard. 

I was surprised he came home. That was good for us. Took a break right there." 

 

More than one thing backfired for the Reds on that play, because Peraza did not advance. 

 

"[Hamilton] was going on contact, not just because it was early, but because what should happen is Peraza goes to third and we have 

[Eugenio] Suarez hitting against a left-handed pitcher there. That is what we wanted," Riggleman said. 

 

The Reds managed to load the bases before pinch-hitter Curt Casali flied out to right field to end the game. 

 

SOUND SMART 

Suarez went 0-for-5 with five strikeouts in the game, tying a club record that's been done eight times. Jay Bruce was the last Red to 

strike out five times in one game, on Aug. 28, 2014, against the Cubs. 

 

HE SAID IT 

"We're going to get a bad matchup either way. It's going to be [Tyler] Olson against [Mason] Williams or a righty against [Brandon] 

Dixon. But I felt like if we're going to see Hand and [Andrew] Miller, I'd just as well have Dixon hit there against a lefty, and later 

hit against a lefty." -- Riggleman, on why he put the left-handed-hitting Williams in the game in a double-switch in the top of the 

sixth for the third out, only to pinch-hit for him with Dixon in the bottom of the sixth when the Reds only have a four-man bench 

 

UP NEXT 

Following a day off on Thursday, the Reds will remain at home to open a three-game series against the Giants at 7:10 p.m. ET 

Friday at Great American Ball Park. Anthony DeSclafani will make the start against Dereck Rodriguez for San Francisco. 

DeSclafani is coming off two strong starts, during which he is 2-0 with a 0.64 ERA. He worked seven scoreless innings with three 

hits, no walks and nine strikeouts for a 3-0 victory against Arizona his last time out. 

 

 

Suarez could see time at short to spell Peraza 

By Brian Scott Rippee MLB.com 

Aug. 15th, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI -- Eugenio Suarez played shortstop for the last three innings of Tuesday's 8-1 loss to the Indians, marking the second 

time he has played there for the Reds this season. 

 

The move got a heavily used Jose Peraza off of his feet for the final couple of frames and also prepared Suarez, Cincinnati's third 

baseman, to start at shortstop in the near future. Peraza made his 114th start on Wednesday vs. Cleveland at Great American Ball 

Park, and has played in 117 of the Reds' 120 games. Cincinnati interim manager Jim Riggleman said he will likely give Peraza a day 

off during the team's upcoming road trip. 

 



"I think the biggest difference [between playing third base and shortstop] is the angle to first base and the angle you see to home 

plate," Suarez said. "It feels a little bit weird, because at third base, it is straight to the hitter. When I was at shortstop last night, I 

saw everything big, the whole diamond like a big 'V.' That is the biggest difference." 

 

Suarez has plenty of experience at shortstop, though none recently. He came up through the Minor Leagues in the Tigers' 

organization as a shortstop, and played 96 games there in his first season with Cincinnati before moving to third in 2016. Suarez has 

182 appearances at shortstop in the Major Leagues (410 at third base), but only five appearances there in the past three seasons. 

 

"I felt pretty comfortable last night," Suarez said. "It felt normal, because I have played there a lot before." 

 

Riggleman lost some flexibility with the infield when Alex Blandino tore his ACL in a game against the Pirates on July 20, making 

it harder to rest Peraza without shifting someone from their natural position. Suarez said he is comfortable at shortstop and is 

looking forward to the opportunity. 

 

Herrera showing versatility 

When Suarez slid over to shortstop on Tuesday, Dilson Herrera manned third base for for the second time this season. Herrera has 

now played four positions with Cincinnati this year, including second base, first base and left field, where he made his first career 

start during Saturday's win over the D-backs. 

 

"He looked OK in the outfield," Riggleman said. "We would certainly be comfortable putting him at second and third. Left field is 

still a work in progress, but if we needed to do it, we would do it. [Herrera could play] third base depending on who is pitching, and 

how he has been swinging the bat." 

 

Herrera played second and third base in the Minors, and made 46 appearances at second base for the Mets during the 2014 and 2015 

seasons. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Walks haunt Robert Stephenson again in Cincinnati Reds loss to Cleveland Indians 

John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 10:39 p.m. ET Aug. 15, 2018 | Updated 12:06 a.m. ET Aug. 16, 2018 

 

When Reds manager Jim Riggleman came out to get Robert Stephenson, there was no dialogue between the two. But the message 

was loud and clear: 

 

Throw strikes, kid, or this isn't going to work out. 

 

Stephenson went 1 ⅔ innings and allowed two runs on two hits in the Reds' 4-3 loss to the Cleveland Indians Wednesday night 

before a crowd of 17,275 at Great American Ball Park. 

 

Stephenson walked four and struck out two. He threw 57 pitches, only 26 of which were strikes. 

 

"The way I pitched tonight was unacceptable. Can't happen. I had a really hard time tonight gripping the ball. As much as I don't 

want to give an excuse, that's the God's honest truth. Obviously, I'm going to find a way between starts to figure it out and throw 

more balls in the zone." 

 

“It’s command of the fastball," Reds manager Jim Riggleman said. "Not throwing enough strikes with the fastball and relying so 

much on the off-speed stuff. I know that’s kind of his style of pitching but almost 60 pitches, if I had left him in there it would have 

been over 60 pitches. He’s just got to do better.” 

 

Stephenson had a great year at Triple-A. He was 11-6 with 2.87 ERA, including 6-0 with a 1.23 ERA over his last seven starts.  

 

But he walked 4.54 batters per nine innings in Louisville. He could escape those self-created jams in the minors. He hasn't been able 

to do that in the big leagues – as his 5.23 career ERA indicates. Upon his promotion, Stephenson said walks are part of his game. He 

explained that a further Wednesday. 

 

"Walks are part of my game," Stephenson said. "But lately, the walks I've been issuing are not the walks I want to issue. There's 

times for it and there's times not for it. Lately, those are not the time." 

 

Cody Reed took over for Stephenson and pitched well until he walked the leadoff man the sixth. A home run followed. The lead 

was gone, and the Reds were on their way to their fourth straight loss.  



 

Stephenson walked Francisco Lindor to start the game. Michael Brantley followed with a single. Jose Ramirez hit one to the 

warning track that Billy Hamilton ran down.  

 

Stephenson struck out Yonder Alonso and Melky Cabrera to escape the jam. 

 

The ominous thing: Stephenson threw 24 pitches, only half of which were strikes.   

 

The Reds scored three in the bottom of the first. Jose Peraza led off with a double. After a Joey Votto flyout and a Eugenio Suarez 

strikeout, it was shaping up as another frustrating evening.  

 

But Scooter Gennett singled to get Peraza in, and Preston Tucker followed with his first home run as a Red and his fifth of the year 

overall.    

 

Given the 3-0 lead, Stephenson proceeded to walk Jason Kipnis on four pitches to start the second. Kipnis moved up on a wild pitch 

and scored on Greg Allen's single. Allen stole second and moved to third on Roberto Perez's flyout to left. 

 

Stephenson got an out and then walked pitcher Shane Bieber on four pitches. Allen scored on Lindor groundout.  

 

After Stephenson walked Brantley,  Riggleman pulled him.  

 

Stephenson walked five in four innings in his first start – two of whom scored. He also walked pitcher Jacob deGrom to force in a 

run.  

 

Reed came in cruised through the third, fourth and fifth. But he walked Alonso to start the sixth. Melky Cabrera hit one out to left 

two pitches later, and it was a 4-3 game. Cabrera's ball looked routine of the bat. 

 

"I almost pointed up the air like you do on routine fly balls. I looked back and I thought Tucker was underneath it, and he just kept 

going back and it just happened to go out," Reed said. "Tough break. I guess I could’ve got ahead, I could’ve walked the guy, a lot 

of things could’ve happened that could’ve changed the outcome. I mean he hit the ball over the fence and it was enough to win the 

game." 

 

The Reds threatened in the ninth. Billy Hamilton led off with a single. Peraza followed with a fly ball that got over right fielder 

Brandon Guyer's head but bounced out of the park for a ground-rule double.  

 

Votto grounded into a fielder's choice with Hamilton out easily at home. Eugenio Suarez struck out for the fifth straight time, tying 

the Reds club record.  

 

Gennett walked to load the bases. Michael Lorenzen went to run for Votto at that point. Pinch-hitter Curt Casali flew out to right to 

end it.  

 

Riggleman explained the strategy of Hamilton going on contact. 

 

"He was going on contact not just because it was early, but because what should happen is Peraza goes to third, and we have Suarez 

hitting against a left-pitcher there," Riggleman said. "That is what we wanted. If we don't go, now we might be taking the bat out of 

Suarez's hand there. 

 

"Geno didn't have a good night, but I would like to have him up there with a man on third with less than two outs. If the ball is hit in 

an area where Billy is safe, wonderful. If he is out, then we have first and third where a sac fly with Suarez gets the job done." 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds manager Jim Riggleman gives his team a little pick-me-up talk after recent blowouts 

John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 6:30 p.m. ET Aug. 15, 2018 

 

Reds manager Jim Riggleman gave his team a little pick-me-up talk Tuesday night.  

 

Those are necessary after you lose three straight and get outscored 27-6.  

 

“I talked to the club a little bit about that,” Riggleman said. “I told them to remember who we are. We’re a good ball club. We ran 

into a good Pittsburgh right after the All-Star Break and a Cleveland club who are really hot. They’re good clubs. Sometimes, you 

just run into a buzzsaw. Remember we’re a good ball club. We’re getting beat around a little bit." 



 

Despite back-to-back 10-3 and 8-1 wins by the Cleveland Indians Monday and Tuesday, the Reds have played well against good 

teams. The Reds entered Wednesday 15-8 against first-place teams since June 21.  

 

“But we’ve beaten good clubs," Riggleman said. "That’s got to stay in your recent memory. We can play with anybody in the 

league. But if you’re playing first-place clubs, and they’re playing at their highest level, that’s tough.  

 

“You’re going to have a hard time beating them. The right thing to say is ‘we’ll beat them.’ But the standings indicate that the first-

place club if they’re in first, they’re in there for a reason. You run into that offense with (Corey) Kluber pitching, that’s World 

Series type stuff.”  

 

SUAREZ TO SHORT? Third baseman Eugenio Suarez played three innings at shortstop Tuesday night. Riggleman is looking to 

give Jose Peraza a day off. When Riggleman does, Suarez will start at short. 

 

"That's what we would do when we give Peraza a day off, which will probably happen on this next road trip," Riggleman said. 

"Somewhere in there, we'll probably give him a day off." 

 

So who plays third in that case? Dilson Herrera played third when Suarez moved to shortstop Tuesday. Herrera or Brandon Dixon 

would be the choices. 

 

"(Herrera) played second and third in Triple-A," Riggleman said. "He's looked OK in the outfield. We would be comfortable putting 

him at second or third. Left field is still a work in progress. If we need to do it, we'd do it. 

 

"Third base, depending on who's pitching and how they've been swinging the bat, it would be either Dilson or Dixon." 

 

EMERGENCY CATCHER: Dixon, who pitched on Monday, says he's ready to catch if necessary.  

 

"He could probably do it," Riggleman said.  

 

Emergency catcher is subject fans love to talk about. But Riggleman had managed 1,588 games in the majors going into Wednesday 

night and had never used an emergency catcher. 

 

"Any time you've got a utility player, and they can add that to their repertoire, it's good," Riggleman said. "It might be the difference 

of being on the club or not." 

 

But … 

 

"Catching is a complicated thing," Riggleman said.  "The reason you'd want a player dabbling in it is so he wouldn't get hurt, to find 

a way to receive the ball without hurting himself, blocking balls and that kind of stuff." 

 

The element that has to be considered now was not a factor 20 years ago. 

 

"It's not just the ball hitting your thumb," Riggleman said. "It's concussions. We're aware of what happens to those foul balls on the 

face. If the trainer says, 'I want him out of the game. 'You're like 'Nah, leave him in there.' You appear to be insensitive to what 

happened to him."  

 

SCHEBLER UPDATE: Right fielder Scott Schebler threw again Wednesday before the game. Schebler has been the disabled list 

since July 18 with a right shoulder injury that has affected his ability to throw.  

 

"I don't want to be like 'when you ready? when you ready?' " Riggleman said. "Because if he's not ready, he'll feel like I'm pushing 

him. I'm expecting him to go play soon in Triple-A on a rehab or Double-A or wherever." 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
 

Prescription for success: Cody Reed ditches superstitions in hopes of better results 

By C. Trent Rosecrans Aug 16, 2018     

 

CINCINNATI — Cody Reed wore the same glasses in every game he’d pitched from his sophomore year of high school until June. 

 



Those black plastic frames have had different lenses, but they were bent and scratched, the hinges were rusted and parts were held 

together by tape. Multiple times over the years, he said he’d accidentally left them at home and his mother would send them to him 

via overnight mail. 

 

Those glasses were a security blanket and just one sign of the overwhelming superstitions that were part of the 25-year-old left-

hander’s baseball career. 

 

They were also the last piece of a new attitude, one he spoke of before spring training, of letting go of things more easily on the 

field, of thinking only about what he had to do in the moment. 

 

Even though Nike provided him with new glasses this spring, it took until right before the All-Star break before he was finally ready 

to let go, like a toddler giving up his favorite blanket. 

 

“It was tough for me. I was getting ready to go into my game and I saw the new ones there and the old ones. It took me a couple of 

minutes,” Reed said after Wednesday’s 4-3 loss to the Indians. “I just grabbed the new ones and went out there and they worked.” 

 

It wasn’t so much that they worked as it was not having the old ones didn’t sink him. That superstition, that mentality of dwelling 

on little things is what he needed to get out of his own way on the mound. 

 

“The stuff has always been there, it’s still there. His ability to control his emotions, keep them in check and not let them speed up on 

him are very good,” Reds catcher Tucker Barnhart said. “It’s a great sign, because that was the final piece for me when I was 

catching him or watching him pitch is his ability to control the moment and not let it speed up on him.” 

 

Reed was credited with the loss in Wednesday’s game, giving up a two-run homer to Melky Cabrera in the sixth inning. But that 

was the only damage to the Reed, who was called up earlier this week from Triple-A Louisville to serve as bullpen depth. He came 

into the game in the second inning with two runners on and got an out to end the inning. 

 

Reed gave up a single to Yonder Alonso to start the third, but a double-play ball from the next batter, Cabrera, was the first of eight 

straight he retired before walking Alonso to start the sixth and giving up the home run to Cabrera. 

 

Even that home run, he said, he wasn’t too upset by. He made his pitch — a ball that got a little more plate than Barnhart wanted, 

but was still inside — and it went out of the park. 

 

“I almost pointed up the air like you do on routine fly balls,” Reed said. “I looked back and I thought (Preston) Tucker was 

underneath it and he just kept going back and it just happened to go out. Tough break.” 

 

But that laissez-faire attitude has been missing in Reed’s previous big-league stints. 

 

He’s made 12 starts and 14 relief appearances before this most recent stint in the big leagues and can never seem to get out of his 

own way. He managed just three innings in his start in Philadelphia on April 9, giving up five runs (three earned). He made three 

relief appearances before being sent back down to the minors. 

 

Every time he’s given up a run in previous starts, it’s seemed to snowball on him. Wednesday he got a fly ball for an out after 

Cabrera’s homer before giving up a single to Greg Allen and getting lifted for Jared Hughes. 

 

Sure, it was just 3 2/3 innings, but it was just the way he handled it that was a good sign — and one that was a stark contrast to 

starter Robert Stephenson. Another once-heralded prospect who has had a rough time in the big leagues, Stephenson followed his 

four-inning, five-walk season debut with four walks in just 1 2/3 innings. 

 

“The way I pitched tonight was unacceptable,” Stephenson said afterward. “Can’t happen.” 

 

But it did. And the Reds have been there before, with both Stephenson and Reed. One of them, though, showed signs of coming 

through on Wednesday. 

 

“I’ve kind of got out of the superstition thing … control what I can control,” Reed said. “I mean, me walking a guy didn’t cause the 

home run by any means. He put on a swing on the pitch and hit it over the fence.” 

 

At one point, he just laughed and said, “Oh well, another loss for me,” as he fell to 1-9 in his career in the big leagues. But the way 

he handled himself was a win. 

 

Transactions 



 

08/16/18  

New York Yankees optioned RHP Luis Cessa to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRiders. 

Boston Red Sox sent RHP Austin Maddox on a rehab assignment to GCL Red Sox. 

Baltimore Orioles optioned RHP Evan Phillips to Norfolk Tides. 

Detroit Tigers sent LHP Daniel Norris on a rehab assignment to GCL Tigers West. 

Chicago White Sox optioned CF Ryan LaMarre to Charlotte Knights. 

 

08/15/18  

Toronto Blue Jays signed 1B Anthony Rodriguez. 

Pittsburgh Pirates sent RHP Nick Burdi on a rehab assignment to Indianapolis Indians. 

Los Angeles Angels optioned C Jose Briceno to Salt Lake Bees. 

Los Angeles Angels activated C Rene Rivera from the 60-day disabled list. 

Los Angeles Angels designated RHP Akeel Morris for assignment. 

Los Angeles Dodgers placed RHP Ross Stripling on the 10-day disabled list. Lower back inflammation. 

Los Angeles Dodgers activated LHP Hyun-Jin Ryu from the 60-day disabled list. 

Los Angeles Dodgers transferred LHP Tony Cingrani from the 10-day disabled list to the 60-day disabled list. Left shoulder strain. 

Seattle Mariners sent RHP Dan Altavilla on a rehab assignment to Tacoma Rainiers. 

Toronto Blue Jays sent RHP Aaron Sanchez on a rehab assignment to Dunedin Blue Jays. 

Tampa Bay Rays sent OF Tommy Pham on a rehab assignment to Hudson Valley Renegades. 

San Diego Padres released RHP Phil Hughes. 

Philadelphia Phillies activated C Wilson Ramos from the 10-day disabled list. 

Philadelphia Phillies optioned C Andrew Knapp to Lehigh Valley IronPigs. 

Kansas City Royals released RHP Blaine Boyer. 

Kansas City Royals recalled RHP Jorge Lopez from Omaha Storm Chasers. 

Boston Red Sox sent C Dan Butler outright to Pawtucket Red Sox. 

Miami Marlins optioned CF Christopher Bostick to New Orleans Baby Cakes. 

Miami Marlins selected the contract of LF Austin Dean from New Orleans Baby Cakes. 

Boston Red Sox signed free agent LHP Alex Demchak to a minor league contract. 

New York Yankees recalled RHP Luis Cessa from Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRiders. 

New York Yankees designated RHP George Kontos for assignment. 

Toronto Blue Jays recalled LHP Tim Mayza from Buffalo Bisons. 

Toronto Blue Jays optioned LHP Thomas Pannone to Buffalo Bisons. 

Toronto Blue Jays signed SS Pedro Ventura. 

Baltimore Orioles released 3B Danny Valencia. 

St. Louis Cardinals activated LHP Brett Cecil from the 10-day disabled list. 

St. Louis Cardinals optioned LHP Tyler Webb to Memphis Redbirds. 

Seattle Mariners placed LHP James Paxton on the 10-day disabled list. Left forearm contusion. 

Seattle Mariners recalled RHP Christian Bergman from Tacoma Rainiers. 

Detroit Tigers placed RHP Artie Lewicki on the 10-day disabled list retroactive to August 14, 2018. Right elbow inflammation. 

Detroit Tigers recalled RHP Zac Reininger from Toledo Mud Hens. 

Kansas City Royals traded LF Terrance Gore to Chicago Cubs for cash. 

  

 


