
Lindor, Ramirez HRs can't snap skid vs. Twins 
By Casey Harrison MLB.com 
CLEVELAND -- It has been a fluky series for the front end of the Indians' starting rotation. 
 
The Twins were able to tax reigning American League Cy Young Award winner Corey Kluber on Friday night. An injury-shortened and 
otherwise dull start from Carlos Carrasco in the middle game on Saturday resulted in Cleveland's fifth straight loss to Minnesota, 9-3, at 
Progressive Field. The Indians (36-33) have lost four of their last five, while the Twins (31-36) crept to four games behind the first-place Tribe in 
the AL Central. 
 
"I mean, they're a good hitting team to begin with, and it's become contagious," Indians manager Terry Francona said. "We talk about it all the 
time with us: You get runners on, the holes open, guys are moving." 
Carrasco (8-5) exited the game after he was struck on the right forearm on a line drive by Joe Mauer to lead off the second. He was diagnosed 
with a contusion and was taken to a nearby hospital for precautionary X-rays. His outing lasted 1 1/3 innings, allowing four runs on four hits -- 
all in the first. 
 
"He was missing his spots, not by a lot," Francona said. "He fell behind in the count, and then when he came in with a fastball, they were ready 
to hit it and they leaned on it pretty good." 
The Indians were only able to muster three runs -- two of which came on homers by Francisco Lindor and Jose Ramirez in the first. Jason 
Kipnis plated Cleveland's last run in the fourth on a sacrifice fly by Tyler Naquin. The Indians strung three straight hits in the eighth, but they 
were unable to push a run across. 
 
All three runs scored by Cleveland were given up by starter Fernando Romero, who went four innings and allowed six hits. The win was 
credited to Matt Magill (2-1), who threw three no-hit innings. 
 
After Carrasco's departure, Francona used six guys on the mound to finish the game, including right-hander Adam Plutko, who was scheduled 
to start the series finale on Sunday. The rookie came on in the seventh and pitched two innings, surrendering a no-doubt homer off the bat of 
Eddie Rosario. 
 
"He's unbelievable," Plutko said of Rosario. "You just tip your hat. The guy is on fire right now, and you can live with making your pitch and just 
get beat." 
 
Rosario finished 4-for-4 with four runs, two RBIs and a triple short of the cycle. The Twins' left fielder is 6-for-8 in the series. Through eight 
games against the Tribe this season, Rosario is hitting .471 (16-for-34) with six homers, two doubles, 11 RBIs, 12 runs and five walks. He also 
has six homers in his last four games against the Indians. 
 
The loss marks the first time the Twins have won five straight against the Indians since Sept. 8-19, 2012. Minnesota has captured 13 of the 
past 20, going back to last season. 
 
SOUND SMART 
Naquin, who drove in a run in the fourth, led off the ninth with a double to left to extend his hitting streak to a career-long 10 games. Naquin was 
stranded, but the outfielder is batting .400 (12-for-30) during the stretch with three doubles, a homer, seven RBIs and six runs. 
 
YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
Rather than have Plutko finish the game, Francona opted to put Brandon Guyer on the mound, making the outfielder the first position player to 
pitch for the Tribe since Michael Martinez threw a scoreless inning against the White Sox on April 17, 2017. Guyer retired the side in order on 
eight pitches in his big league pitching debut. 
 
"Honestly, I just wanted to throw strikes," Guyer said. "I knew if I did they'd probably put it in play, and I didn't know how that was going to go. 
They tried to take me deep, got under some, and luckily, I was able to get out of it." 
 
Guyer's fastest pitch clocked in at 79.2 mph and his slowest was 76.6 mph. Guyer admitted he hadn't pitched since grade school, but Francona 
said he needed the right-hander to help give the bullpen a rest. 
 
"We volunteered him," Francona said. "I trusted him that he wouldn't go out and do something silly and then get himself into trouble." 
 
HE SAID IT 
"It's the biggest fear as a pitcher, is to get hit by a comebacker -- if there is a fear. I mean, you can't really think about it, but it was definitely a 
scary moment today. I hope [Carrasco] is OK." -- Plutko, on his initial reaction to Carrasco's injury 
 
UP NEXT 
Francona announced after the game that No. 3 prospect Shane Bieber (0-0, 6.35 ERA) will be called up from Triple-A Columbus to start 
Sunday's series finale at Progressive Field. Bieber, who has one Major League start, made his debut against the Twins on May 31, and gave 
up four runs on eight hits, including two homers, over 5 2/3 innings. The rookie struck out six and walked one. The Twins will counter with right-
hander Jake Odorizzi (3-3, 4.19 ERA). First pitch is scheduled for 1:10 p.m. ET. 
 
Casey Harrison is a reporter for MLB.com based in Cleveland. 
 
  



Carrasco hit by comebacker, has forearm bruise 
By Casey Harrison MLB.com 
CLEVELAND -- It wasn't the best of starts for Carlos Carrasco, but the Indians' right-hander exited Saturday's 9-3 loss to the Twins for an 
entirely different reason. 
 
Carrasco was struck in the right forearm by a line drive off the bat of Joe Mauer to lead off the second inning at Progressive Field. After being 
hit, Carrasco immediately kneeled over, and he was quickly checked out by the Tribe's training staff before leaving the field. 
 
"I thought it might have hit him in the face," Indians manager Terry Francona said. "There was a little bit of a sense of relief, but it caught it right 
kind of on that funny bone." 
 
Diagnosed with a right forearm contusion, Carrasco was taken to a nearby hospital for precautionary X-rays. Francona said Carrasco was still 
at the hospital when the game ended and would likely not have an update until Sunday morning. 
 
Carrasco gave up four hits and four runs in the first, while also walking and hitting a batter. Carrasco recorded two strikeouts over his 1 1/3-
inning outing. 
 
"It's the biggest fear as a pitcher, is to get hit by a comebacker," said Adam Plutko, who was scratched from his scheduled start on Sunday to 
pitch two innings of relief on Saturday. 
 
It's not the first time Carrasco has been forced to leave a game due to a comebacker. Carrasco was hit on the right side of the face on a liner 
off the bat of Melky Cabrera on April 14, 2015, against the White Sox. Carrasco also left a game against the Tigers on Sept. 17, 2016, two 
pitches into his start when he took a liner by Ian Kinsler off his right hand and missed the rest of the season. 
 
Carrasco's season-ending injury in 2016 was ultimately what led to Plutko making his big league debut. 
 
"I hope he doesn't get hit by another baseball again because we need him out there," Plutko said. 
 
Replacing Plutko on Sunday will be Cleveland's No. 3 prospect Shane Bieber, who made his Major League debut against the Twins on May 31. 
Bieber went 5 2/3 innings and allowed four runs on eight hits -- two of which were homers. He also struck out six and walked one. Bieber is 6-1 
with a 1.29 ERA in the Minors this season. 
 
Carrasco was dealt the loss and is now 8-5 on the season. The shortened outing raised his ERA from 3.90 to 4.24 through 91 1/3 innings. The 
Indians have lost four of the last five, and five straight to the Twins for the first time since 2012. 
 
Hentges turns in another scoreless start 
• Indians No. 16 prospect Sam Hentges spun his second straight scoreless start for Class A Advanced Lynchburg. The Hillcats ultimately lost to 
the Keys, but Hentges did his part over 6 2/3 innings. The lefty threw 58 of his 89 pitches for strikes, walked three, struck out six and gave up 
four hits. 
 
Tribe announces signings of 4 more Draft picks 
Cleveland has come to terms with 24 of 40 selections 
CLEVELAND -- The Indians signed four more Draft picks, the club announced on Saturday, making it 24 of 40 selections. 
 
Joining the organization is ninth-round pick (No. 283 overall) Brian Eichhorn, 11th-round selection (No. 343) Jack DeGroat, 13th-rounder (No. 
403) Kyle Marman and 30th-round prospect (No. 913) Connor Smith. 
 
View Full Game Coverage 
Eichhorn, a 6-foot-1, 220-pound right-hander from Georgia Southern, posted a 3.15 ERA in 14 starts as a junior. The 20-year-old struck out 106 
batters over 88 2/3 innings en route to First-Team All-Sun Belt honors. 
 
DeGroat missed the 2018 season as a junior for Liberty University after undergoing Tommy John surgery earlier in the year. However, the 6-
foot-2, 195-pound right-hander was named a Cape Cod League All-Star in 2017. 
Marman, 21, went 4-0 with a 1.45 ERA in 31 innings for Florida Atlantic this season. The 6-foot-3 righty's season was cut short due to an elbow 
injury. 
 
Smith, a 21-year-old infielder from Western Michigan University, earned 2018 First-Team honors in the Mid-American Conference. The 5-foot-
10, 180-pound Smith was the first MAC Freshman Position Player of the Year in the history of Western Michigan's baseball program. 
 
The Indians have signed seven of their top 10 picks, not including first-rounder Noah Naylor (No. 29), Ethan Hankins (No. 35) and Lenny Torres 
(No. 41). Naylor, a Canadian catcher from St. Joan of Arc Catholic Secondary School, is the brother of Padres first-base prospect Josh Naylor, 
while Hankins (Forsyth Central High School, Ga.) and Torres (Beacon High School, N.Y.) are both right-handed pitching prospects. 
 
Mike Napoli has high hopes for his ideal Plan A (pl aying again) and Plan B (coaching with the Indians)  
Zack Meisel Jun 17, 2018  2   
One scar spans the length of Mike Napoli’s knee, a straight, maroon line down the center of his right leg. The other scar is tucked to the side of 
his kneecap, inconspicuous but just as permanent. 
 



Napoli can walk again. His range of motion and leg strength have returned. But this is shaping up to be a miserable summer for the 36-year-old 
who refuses to wave goodbye to the game. 
 
He still deals with pain in his knee, after early-May surgery to repair a torn ACL and meniscus. He struggles to find a comfortable sleeping 
position. And, worst of all, he has been relegated to the role of observer. Instead of touring the country’s wealth of ballparks, he’s stuck 
completing grueling rehab workouts, watching baseball on TV and powering through one Netflix series after another. (Evil Genius and The 
Staircase are his two latest binge-watches.) 
 
If it’s up to Napoli, though, he hasn’t taken his final professional hacks. He isn’t quite ready to call it a career, even though his phone wasn’t 
exactly ringing off the hook this past winter. Napoli plans to train as if he’ll join some big-league camp next spring. If that fails, well, he has other 
ideas. 
 
“I’d love to manage one day,” Napoli said. “That’s something I’d love to do and feel like I’d be good at, to be able to manage people and get the 
best out of people. I know the game. And, (with) the relationship I have with (Terry Francona), I’m pretty sure that, in this organization, I’d be 
able to start somewhere from the bottom up and try to move my way up to be able to do that.” 
 
Napoli doesn’t regret traveling the path that led him to the home dugout at Progressive Field on Saturday afternoon, laughing as Michael 
Brantley held a microphone within a few inches of his patented beard. He joined the Indians in spring training, knowing it was a kind gesture, 
essentially an audition for other teams and a chance to mentor Bobby Bradley and other youngsters in camp. 
 
When there were no big-league bites, he packed his bags for Columbus. But just two weeks into the season, he stumbled over the bullpen 
mound while chasing a pop fly at Huntington Park and mangled his knee. He heard a pop. He writhed on the ground in pain. He left on a cart. 
 
The concerns flooded his mind. 
 
What am I going to do? What am I going to be able to do? 
 
“It was depressing,” he said. 
 
And yet, no regrets. 
 
“It’s what I had to do,” Napoli said. “There’s not really anything else I could do. I didn’t want to retire.” 
Once he received his diagnosis and organized his thoughts, he established his plan. 
 
“I’m going to train like I’m going to play next year,” Napoli said. “When it’s time to make that decision, I’ll make it, but I still really want to play. I 
don’t want to go out like that. I feel like I can still play. We’ll see. We’ll see what opportunities there will be and go from there.” 
 
All he knows is baseball. He has played professionally since the turn of the century. It’s foreign to him to watch as a casual observer before 
spring officially passes the baton to summer. 
 
The routine has already worn on him. He took a break last week to return home to Dallas. 
 
“It’s weird. It’s different.” He said. “I had to go home and just get away, be with my family and not watch baseball.” 
 
On Saturday, he visited his old friends in the dugout and clubhouse he called home two years ago, when he batted in the middle of the Indians’ 
lineup and forged tight bonds with everyone in the clubhouse, from Brantley to José Ramírez to Jason Kipnis to Erik González, who greeted 
him with a bear hug. When Napoli arrived at the team’s complex this spring, Josh Tomlin jumped on his back. Francisco Lindor shouted in 
excitement. Francona prattled on about what the positive influence the veteran wielded. 
 
He’d do anything to join them on the diamond again, either as a teammate or an opponent. That remains his primary focus. But if it isn’t meant 
to be, he hopes he can stick around the sport in some other capacity. 
 
“I want to be in this game,” he said. “This is what I know.” 
 
How Indians fathers deal with ‘difficult’ time away from their families by valuing the little things 
T.J. Zuppe 2m ago  
Michael Brantley and his wife, Melissa, added a new feature to their home this year. To an outsider, it might look like an ordinary calendar. But 
to their four children, it serves an important purpose. 
 
“It’s a daddy-come-home calendar,” Brantley said. “So, they can mark it and actually see when the airplane is coming back home. It’s kind of 
cute.” 
 
But in a way, it also hits you in the feels. 
 
In a perfect world, there’d be enough time in every day to balance parenting and a career. Anybody that’s attempted both will tell you the 
perfect scenario is largely unobtainable. 
 



So, in the absence of ideal, you do the best you can to provide for your family, making the necessary sacrifices along the way. For several of 
the fathers inside the Indians clubhouse, that means long periods away from their children and homes in the pursuit of financial stability, 
personal career goals and ultimately, the promise of winning. 
 
“It’s very difficult,” Brantley said. “Every time we leave for 10 days, I come back, they’re growing so fast. I feel like they grew eight inches.” 
 
Of course, that’s not to say they aren’t compensated for their sacrifices. Every player The Athletic talked to in the past several weeks 
acknowledged this was the career path they chose. And while being a father might be difficult during the nine-month grind of spring training, the 
regular season, and if you’re lucky, the postseason, they appreciate offseason family time, something a 9-5 job doesn’t exactly offer. 
 
(And as one player was quick to point out, military families make sacrifices beyond compare.) 
 
Still, that doesn’t make it any less difficult to say goodbye to their little ones at the start of a long road trip or just before a long day at the 
ballpark. 
 
“My girl is starting to break my heart,” Brantley said, “every time I have to tell her, ‘Bye, I’m not coming back for a week or two.’ ” 
 
Several of Brantley’s teammates can relate. 
 
The Indians’ clubhouse is filled with a large collection of dads. It’s become a bit of a running joke, one that surfaces every time one of the 
players on the 25-man roster finds himself on the paternity list. Terry Francona often makes reference to the average age of their roster, 
indicating this is typically what you see with a veteran club. 
 
Families begin to grow, as do the number of players eager to return home after a long string of road games or several marathon days at the 
park. You begin to see priorities shift, as what’s truly important emerges with extreme clarity. 
 
“It’s really hard,” said Mike Clevinger, who has two young daughters of his own. “They grow, especially when you’re away for a 10-day road trip, 
you can see the changes that are in their features, their height, whatever. That’s kind of the hard part.” 
Dan Otero can see similar changes after just a short time away from his three young daughters. A growing personality stops for no man or 
situation. 
 
“Every time,” Otero said with a laugh. “It’s insane. Every time. We have almost a 5-year-old, almost at 3-year-old and then a 10-month-old. They 
all change. It can be a four-day road trip. It can be a day. And the next day I’m hearing something new over the phone. I’m like, ‘Where did you 
learn that?’ It’s crazy. They just evolve and change. It’s really cool watching them. But you try not to miss moments.” 
 
FaceTime, the iPhone’s video chat feature, has seemingly become the unsung hero for many of the families impacted by long road trips and 
time away from the family. It will never rival, you know, actual face time, but it’s certainly the next best alternative to being there. 
 
“A lot of FaceTime,” Cody Allen said. “A lot of FaceTime.” 
 
Sometimes, even some unexpected sessions. 
 
“Every now and then, (my wife will) stick it to me and FaceTime me at 2 or 3 in the morning,” Evan Marshall joked following the birth of his son. 
“Just like, ‘Hey, I just wanted you to see what’s going on.’ ” 
 
Marshall barely had enough time to get acquainted with his newborn son before his services were desperately needed at the major-league 
level. 
 
He was promoted in the middle of a hectic doubleheader in early May — the same day the reliever waved goodbye to his wife and son in 
Kansas at 4 a.m. — and since, Marshall has ridden the option train back to Triple-A Columbus twice after his family welcomed Ryan in late 
April. 
 
While Marshall was fighting to keep his spot on the big-league roster, his wife was unable to initially travel, meaning the only interactions he 
received came in the hospital just after his son was born. He didn’t get to see his baby boy in person again for a few weeks. 
 
“I miss the hell out of him,” Marshall said in May. “But my wife has just been a trooper.” 
 
Luckily, for new fathers like Marshall and Tyler Olson, not only are their wives capable of heroic feats that few men could fathom — a reality 
nearly every player was quick to point out — but the Indians have a wealth of parenting information within their clubhouse walls. Nearly 
everyone in the locker room has dealt with similar feelings in the past few years. 
 
“Otero, (Andrew) Miller, (Corey) Kluber, everybody has kids that are young and will give me all the tips and advice you can handle,” Marshall 
said. “Sometimes, you’re like, ‘OK, I’ve heard enough about diaper changes and stuff.’ But this is the kind of team where you can lean on 
anybody for anything and they would help you with whatever knowledge they have. That doesn’t just apply to baseball.” 
 
That support system doesn’t go unnoticed or unappreciated. 
 
“You don’t feel like you’re alone,” Clevinger said. “That obviously can get lonely when you build a family but they’re back home. 



“Having a good group here at least takes your mind off of it to an extent. Knowing that just about everybody else is going through the same 
thing. You can’t get too down on yourself.” 
Those feelings resonate with everyone from the new dads to the old pros. 
 
“It’s phenomenal how we all support each other,” Brantley said. “We talk about our kids. That makes it easier. You can kind of share the fun 
moments that you have.” 
 
The organization stresses those experiences by opening up the clubhouse to families on the weekend. After Sunday home games, many of the 
young children fill the locker room, tagging along with their fathers as they wrap up any media scrums and prepare to head home for some rare 
early-evening family time. 
 
In some ways, that time together has helped form a mini-community among the players’ families. 
 
“Where it really helps is with the wives,” Otero said. “It’s easy for us to get along with players. We’re around each other so much. But for the 
wives to have so much in common, and the way the organization treats the families and stuff is second to none.” 
 
Brantley gained an understanding of the difficult balance between a family and career through his father, Mickey, who played four years in the 
majors — three after Michael was born — and went on to continue to play in the minors and Japan before becoming an assistant coach in the 
minors and majors through 2007. Michael is able to lean on his father for advice, knowing he’s faced similar obstacles in the past. 
 
“We talk about it all the time,” Brantley said. “We talk about how hard it is and that you don’t want to do it. I don’t want to leave my family, but it’s 
part of the business and the profession that I chose. You know you had to do it. It’s not easy.” 
 
Saturday proved that point. 
 
Two of Brantley’s children had their first T-ball games before the 4 p.m. game against the Twins at Progressive Field. Unfortunately, due to his 
pregame commitments, the 31-year-old outfielder wasn’t able to be there. 
 
“I’ve got video and stuff,” he said. “But at the same time, you miss those moments that you can’t get back. But you’ve got to understand that 
you’re coming here, you get your work done and to be a professional.” 
 
That’s why taking advantage of the three or four months during the winter is extremely important. For some, it’s as simple as taking a few extra 
minutes here or there to make each experience special. 
 
Maybe that dynamic doesn’t create the typical environment, but who determines what’s typical these days anyhow? 
 
“The offseason is family time, to unwind, to do the little things, put the kids to bed, do baths,” Brantley said. “I really enjoy the extra time that I 
don’t get to do during the season regularly. To do it in the offseason, I think that’s something special that I share with my kids and I enjoy 
doing.” 
 
He’s certainly not the only one. 
 
“You try to (take advantage of the time you get),” Otero said. “Even if it is having breakfast with them in the mornings, something like that. It is 
nice. And to see their faces when they get home from a long road trip, there’s nothing better. It puts everything in perspective, for sure.” 
 
That perspective, while difficult to occasionally swallow, is necessary. It serves as a steady reminder — why they choose to value the quality 
time they do earn over lamenting the things they might miss or the time spent away. 
 
“It’s tough,” Allen said. “But at the same time, I wouldn’t trade it.” 
 
Twins 9, Indians 3: Carlos Carrasco hit by line dri ve on throwing arm, exits in second inning 

By Ryan Lewis 

CLEVELAND: The Indians lost their second consecutive game to the Minnesota Twins, 9-3 at Progressive Field on Saturday. 

They hope that’s all they lost. 

In the second inning, starting pitcher Carlos Carrasco was drilled by a line drive hit by the Twins’ Joe Mauer — according to Statcast, it had an 
exit velocity of 99.6 mph — near his elbow/forearm area. Carrasco was in obvious pain and was down on one knee for several minutes while 
being looked at by a trainer. 

Carrasco (8-5) left the game and was diagnosed with a right forearm contusion, according to the club. He was then taken to a local hospital for 
cautionary X-rays. The Indians will have to wait for the results to know if he will miss significant time. 

“Right now, I think they said it was a contusion and the hope is that’s all it is,” Indians manager Terry Francona said. “We’ll know more by 
[Sunday]. … From where I was standing, I thought it might have hit him in the face. There was a little bit of a sense of relief, but it caught it right 
kind of on that funny bone. He was hurting.” 

Carrasco has had multiple run-ins with come-backers in his career. The most notable of those came in September 2016, when a line drive by 
Ian Kinsler hit his pitching hand and ended his season, rendering him unavailable for a postseason that concluded with a loss to the Chicago 
Cubs in Game 7 of the World Series. 



Carrasco was hit in the face by a Melky Cabrera comebacker in 2015, and also had a close call but avoided a major setback this year. 

In his one inning of work Saturday, Carrasco was roughed up for four runs, highlighted by Max Kepler’s two-run double off the wall in right field 
that missed being a grand slam by only a few feet. It was a disastrous day for Carrasco from the start. 

Carrasco’s exit forced the Indians (36-33) into a virtual bullpen game, needing to cover the final eight innings. It eventually led to Adam Plutko, 
Sunday’s scheduled starting pitcher, entering the game and throwing two innings. That means the Indians will need a roster move before 
Sunday’s game, and Shane Bieber could be a logical call-up candidate since Sunday falls on his regular day to pitch. 

It also led to outfielder Brandon Guyer pitching a 1-2-3 ninth inning on eight pitches in an effort to not overextend the bullpen. 

“I was a pretty good pitcher back in the day,” Guyer said. “I had elbow surgery when I was, I think 12, that ended the pitching days, but, yeah. 
I’ve been out there before, it’s been a while but that is kind of nerve-wracking. It’s kind of weird being on elevation, looking down like that. It’s a 
weird feeling, but it was cool.” 

Offensively, the Indians came up with a couple of loud responses to the Twins’ four-run first but not much after that. Francisco Lindor led off the 
first with a home run, his 16th of the season. Two batters later, Jose Ramirez drilled a no-doubter to right field for his 21st home run of the 
season. 

Eddie Rosario went 4-for-4 with a home run, his 16th, and scored four runs for the Twins (31-36). Mauer, Eduardo Escobar and Logan Morrison 
each chipped in two hits. 
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Ryan Lewis: Meet Trevor Bauer, Cy Young contender 

CLEVELAND: Trevor Bauer for a while has slipped into conversations his goal of winning multiple Cy Young Awards in his career. 

It’s a lofty goal for any pitcher, especially one who for several seasons was seemingly on the verge of breaking through but hadn’t quite 
reached that level. But, as of this moment, Bauer has his first within arm’s reach as a legitimate contender to be named the American League’s 
top pitcher for 2018. 

Even on a staff that boasts Corey Kluber, a viable argument at least exists that Bauer has been the Indians’ best starting pitcher to this point in 
the season. Both have easy cases as Cy Young contenders, although everyone is trailing the Houston Astros’ Justin Verlander as the favorite. 

Before scoffing at the notion that a two-time Cy Young winner having arguably the best start to any season in his career might not have the best 
case within his own rotation, at least if voting ended today, consider the numbers thus far. 

Entering Saturday’s games, Bauer ranked second in the American League in pitcher fWAR with 3.3, trailing only Verlander. Bauer’s 2.32 FIP is 
also second in the AL among qualified starters. His 121 strikeouts rank third. His 2.69 ERA is sixth. 

In relation to Kluber, Bauer currently bests the Indians ace in fWAR, FIP and strikeouts. Kluber has the edge with ERA and WHIP (0.84 to 
Bauer’s 1.12). 

Those two and Verlander are joined by the Boston Red Sox’s Chris Sale, the New York Yankees’ Luis Severino and the Astros’ Gerrit Cole 
among the current grouping of top contenders, with several others capable of joining that tier. At least looking at past track records, Bauer’s 
name in that mix is the biggest surprise. 

For Bauer, his 2018 season in a way is years of refinement on the mound and hypotheses being tested and retested in the lab coming to 
fruition. He found it last season, putting up a 3.01 ERA in the second half. He believes he was pitching at a high level all season, but the results 
just weren’t coming the way the data indicated they should — a belief former pitching coach Mickey Callaway and manager Terry Francona 
echoed. 

By nearly every measurable way, Bauer is pitching better than he ever has before — by far. His 2.69 ERA and 2.32 FIP would be his best 
single-season marks. His 11.63 K/9 rate is his highest. His 3.3 fWAR would already rank as his best season, even if he stopped pitching today, 
topping last year’s 3.2 for the whole season. 

“It’s great to see him do that because he works at his craft and does an unbelievable job working at it,” Josh Tomlin said. “He’s turned himself 
into a top pitcher and done an unbelievable job doing it. … He knows how good his stuff is and he trusts it in the zone, and that’s first and 
foremost the most important thing for a starting pitcher. He’s figured out that his stuff can get guys out in the zone and he’s gone through that 
maturation process and he’s now taken it to a different level.” 

Opposing players have noticed the change in Bauer as well. 

“His first year when he came up, he was just trying to blow heaters and curveballs by you, and that doesn’t really work at this level,” Twins 
second baseman Brian Dozier said of Bauer. “He’s really become a good big-league pitcher as far as learning how to locate and mix pitches — 
pitching rather than throwing. That’s the biggest thing between then and the [several] years he’s been up.” 

Much of Bauer’s success can also be attributed to a weapon he added to his repertoire before the season, his own Frankenstein’s Monster, a 
powerful slider. Bauer created it using data-driven research and high-speed cameras to perfect the spin and grip. 

For a stretch earlier in the season, Bauer couldn’t find the right movement he wanted. So he again went to work, using high-speed cameras, to 
find the perfect axis, grip and release point with which to throw it. 

He realized he needed to find a way to release the ball earlier while still being able to control it. The adjustment: he changed his grip, 
specifically the placement of his thumb on the ball. He tried out the new grip a handful of times in his starting against the Kansas City Royals on 
May 11, and it worked. 

In fact, it worked better than he had even hoped. 

“It has a better movement profile than what I was shooting for,” Bauer said. “I didn’t know I’d be able to get it all the way to where it is. I’m super 
happy with it. It’s producing results and it’s profiled, shoot, better than what I imagined in the offseason.” 



It’s become another weapon with which to blow away hitters. Since figuring out the slider, Bauer has registered at least 10 strikeouts in every 
outing except for one, including four consecutive starts dating to May 27. 

Since he was 12 years old, Bauer has thrown his curveball and considered it his best pitch. The slider was concocted less than nine months 
ago, and the two pitches are now equal. He now has a better whiff percentage (19.91 percent) with the slider than the curveball (15.35) and a 
better slugging against (.138 to .284). 

FanGraphs’ rankings for pitches — which should be understood to come with some statistical noise since pitches aren’t all thrown in the same 
situation and with the same intent — have it as the eighth-best slider in the game this season, one notch below Sale, known for his deadly 
slider. 

Bauer for much of his life was refining and adjusting and researching and testing, and then added what is possibly his best out-pitch. The result, 
thus far, has been dynamite. 

“That’s saying quite a bit that I can have a brand new pitch that I designed in a laboratory setting over the course a couple months to feel and 
act and play as good or better than my curveball,” Bauer said. “A lot of that is due to the fact that people still look for curveballs off me. 

“The second half, the hitters will have made adjustments and we’ll see how it plays then. There’s a long way to go … so far, to this point, it’s 
been wildly successful.” 

As Tomlin answered a question about Bauer, he was explaining that, “[Bauer has] some unorthodox ways to go about it, but they’re not wrong.” 

Bauer happened to walk by and shouted, jokingly, “Of course they are!” After all, he’s heard for years some of the criticisms that have 
accompanied his way of going about things, fair or not. The game is trending toward the more data-driven, scientific side, and with good 
reason. 

Bauer is one of baseball’s very best examples of how it can work to teams’ and players’ advantages, and he has the results to back it up. 

Of course, Kluber would have to be considered the betting favorite to end up with the best Cy Young case as a two-time winner and an 
established track record as one of the elite pitchers in the game today. In terms of “must-see” baseball, and a reason to come to the ballpark, 
he’s it when he’s on the mound. 

Bauer, too, is now demanding your attention. 
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Indians report: Erik Gonzalez continuing to give In dians production in utility role 

By Ryan Lewis 

CLEVELAND: So much talk about where Baltimore Orioles All-Star Manny Machado might end up in a trade, and all this time the Indians 
basically had their own version of him — at least, when he’s been on the field. 

Not quite, but Erik Gonzalez has continued to reward the Indians anytime he’s been put in the lineup, whether because of an injury or someone 
needing a day of rest. Gonzalez entered Saturday’s game hitting .328 with an .894 OPS and 13 RBI in 65 plate appearances, all while offering 
solid defensive play and versatility. 

Gonzalez received his second consecutive start on Saturday and should at least get a third with Yonder Alonso on Major League Baseball’s 
Family Medical Emergency List for a minimum of one more day. Gonzalez played first on Friday and started at shortstop Saturday, allowing 
Francisco Lindor to act as the designated hitter for a less taxing day. 

Indians manager Terry Francona added that things could change, but Jose Ramirez could DH on Sunday, with Gonzalez at third. 

Not being able to play every day as a younger player is something teams at times try to avoid, but Gonzalez has found success in what is 
sometimes a difficult situation. 

“I think he views himself as an everyday player, and I’m glad he does, and I actually think he will be,” Francona said. “Back in the day, you 
always had veteran guys that were on the bench. Game is changing a lot of ways, and that’s one of them.” 

Francona likened his role to that of Mike Aviles’ when he was with the Indians from 2013-2015. The Indians can always find ways to rack up at-
bats, but it’s a safe bet some things will pop up during a season. Aviles finished with between 317-394 at-bats in each of his three seasons in 
Cleveland. 

“I used to tell Aviles all the time,” Francona said. “Before the year I’d tell him, ‘You’re going to get between 300 and 350 if things go according to 
plan,’ and he’d go, ‘I don’t see it,’ and then he’d get it, and we’d laugh about it. So you try to use these situations, turn a situation into maybe an 
opportunity.” 

With Alonso out, the Indians’ hope is to keep all of the key hitters in the lineup while at least giving a few regulars a day off from the field. It was 
Lindor on Saturday, even if he didn’t really need it. The club wants to at least find some small positive from losing Alonso for a bit. 

“You try to turn a situation we had with Yonder not here into maybe an opportunity to just maybe give him a little bit of a break,” Francona said. 
“That’s all it really is. I don’t even think he wanted to DH very often, but I think for one day it can be good for him.” 
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Twins 6, Indians 3: 11 Walk-Off Thoughts on a rough  night almost all the way around and a robotic ace ma king human mistakes 

By Ryan Lewis 

Here are 11 Walk-Off Thoughts after the Indians’ 6-3 loss to the Minnesota Twins on Friday night. 

1. TJ Zuppe of The Athletic, as he occasionally does, brought a Red Bull to the ballpark on Friday night, a standard 12-ounce can of liquid 
energy, to enjoy around the time the game started. But as he went to open it, the tab that you pull off and then use to drive into the top 
somehow broke clean off the can—without it opening. All of a sudden, he now just had a sad, completely sealed container of Red Bull. Multiple 



sharp objects were used but proved to be no match for the impenetrable top of the can. As this is being typed the stupid can is sitting there, 
unopened, a little tragic story of unfulfilled potential. 

2. And, it pretty much ended up being the perfect metaphor for the night the Indians were about to have. What seemed to be automatic all of a 
sudden didn’t work as it was expected. Corey Kluber walked a batter for the first time in roughly six weeks. He gave up more than three runs for 
the first time in roughly 11 months. Francisco Lindor committed two errors and now has as many as he did all of last season (errors are not the 
best way to evaluate defensive performance, but, it does stand out). Dan Otero balked in a run. The offense did little until a six-run deficit 
already existed. 

3. One of the reasons Kluber is one of the most consistent starters in the game is that he’s able to adjust to so many obstacles on the fly—a 
start in which his command is off, or how hitters are attacking him, or if one pitch is working while another isn’t—and still put up a quality start 
even on a night in which he struggles. Kluber has elite stuff, but his ability to grind through a day in which he doesn’t have it all working is just 
about second to none. 

4. His consistency has reached the point at which it’s almost a valid question to ask if he’s really a Westworld host who figured out the maize. 
On Friday night, for the first time since last July, an offense got to him for more than three runs. Eddie Rosario hit a home run in the first and 
Brian Dozier later took Kluber deep in the fourth. 

5. Said Kluber, who added that he was just “out of whack a little bit mechanically,” when asked if a pitcher’s mechanics being off can pop up 
prior to or during the game, Kluber said: “I would say both. I think there are days where you feel off but you’re able to make the correction and 
get things back to where you want them. And then there’s days where something feels off. You try different things and your body for whatever 
reason that day, you can’t find that feeling or that delivery that you want. There are different cases, obviously, you’re always trying to—if it does 
feel off—adjust to it and get the job done.” 

6. So, on a rare night in which the Indians’ workhorse ace didn’t have it, Indians manager Terry Francona gave him a break from shoulder such 
a major load. Kluber entered Friday night second in the majors in innings pitched this season, and he can expect a heavy workload in October. 
Francona decided this might be a time to allow him to ease off the gas for a bit, and he was pulled after 65 pitches. 

7. Said Francona: “Oh, I think he could have kept going. We lean on him so heavily and we plan on a lot more that on a night when he had a 
couple misfires that proved he’s human that why make him go out for two more and run his pitch count up to 100, where we’re down four and 
it’s not like we’re trying to win  but save some of his bullets because if we want to get where we want to go, he’s going to have a major part in 
that so on one night when he didn’t command his best, try to give him a little break.” 

8. Lindor now has 10 errors this season after another multi-error game. He’s two off his career high. But, that isn’t the only (or best) way to 
measure defensive performance. And even with that more comprehensive way, a 600-ish sample size is normally too small to really gather any 
statical significance from it. So, on one hand, Lindor has already committed 10 errors, which is an issue, subjective stat or not. He’s also been 
credited with nine defensive runs saved, according to FanGraphs, and a UZR/150 of 12.3. Those numbers would be fairly close to what he put 
up in 2016 when he won both a Gold Glove and a Platinum Glove. It’s some good, some bad, and potentially a lot of statistical noise. 

9. Said Lindor: “Yeah, made mistakes and it cost a couple runs and that’s pretty much it. I continue to work as hard as I can to try to be the best 
I can be and today I wasn’t at my best.” 

10. Yan Gomes went 2-for-4 with a home run and two RBI and has had a solid June offensively. He entered Friday night with a .984 OPS and 
164 wRc+ this month and has somewhat quietly put together a strong couple weeks. Though, after a terrific May, the Indians’ lineup as a whole 
hasn’t been producing at quite the same level. Sustaining the success they found is the next step. 

11. Said Lindor: “You’ve got to swing at good pitches, play the game the right way, try to have fun, which, it was hard for me today, but it’s just 
… you’ve gotta continue to enjoy the game. Good things happen to those who enjoy the game.” 
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Chance to play: Cleveland Indians, Minnesota Twins starting lineups for Saturday, Game No. 69 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Utility man Erik Gonzalez, with first baseman Yonder Alonso away from the team on a family medical emergency is 
getting a chance to play this weekend against the Twins. 

"The thing was that Yonder is gone for three days," said manager Terry Francona, "so we're trying to play Erik for three games and try to get 
some of our other guys off their feet. Today it will be (Frankie) Lindor. Tomorrow there's a decent chance it will be Josie (Ramirez). We'll see 
how that plays out. 

"So the idea was to get Gonzo 12 at-bats while keeping our other guy's bats in the lineup, but getting them off their feet." 

Gonzalez played first base on Friday and will start at shortstop Saturday. He'll be at third base on Sunday if Jose Ramirez DHs or gets the day 
off. 

The right-handed hitting Gonzalez is hitting .328 (20-for-61) with seven doubles, one homer and 13 RBI in 34 games. 

"These things happen during the course of the year," said Francona. "I remember I used to tell Mike Aviles, 'you're going to get between 300 
and 350 at-bats.' Aviles would say, "I don't see it.' Then he'd get it and we'd laugh about it. 

"You try to turn these situations in an opportunity." 

Aviles played for the Indians from 2013-15 as a utility player. 
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Francisco Lindor's errors are up, but Indians manage r Terry Francona will live with it as the young sho rtstop grows 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.com jnoga@cleveland.com 

 



CLEVELAND, Ohio -- It's easy to forget that Cleveland Indians' two-time All-Star shortstop Francisco Lindor is only 24. But the reminders show 
up every now and again, like during Friday's 6-3 loss to Minnesota which featured two Lindor errors that led to Twins runs. 

The errors were Lindor's first in his last 29 games, bringing his season total to 10 miscues in 67 starts. Last year, Lindor totaled 10 errors for the 
entire regular season and did not commit his 10th until game 152. 

Lindor had a career high of 12 errors in 2016, ironically, the same year he won the Rawlings Gold Glove Award, and the Platinum Glove Award 
as the best overall defensive player in the American League. 

"Yeah, made mistakes tonight and it cost a couple runs and that's pretty much it," Lindor said. "I continue to work as hard as I can to try to be 
the best I can be and today I wasn't at my best." 

Manager Terry Francona said Friday that it's hard to hold the miscues against Lindor, who can make spectacular plays with his glove because 
of his natural athleticism, even when other shortstops would probably not risk making a mistake. 

That was the case in the fourth inning when Minnesota's Logan Morrison hit a smash to Tribe first baseman Erik Gonzalez with runners at first 
and second and nobody out. Gonzalez's throw to get Eduardo Escobar at second was low, forcing Lindor to throw wildly to Corey Kluber 
covering the bag at first. 

The error allowed Eddie Rosario to score from second, and was followed by a Brian Dozier two-run homer that gave the Twins a 4-0 lead. 

"I would say the majority of shortstops eat it," Francona said. "But he's so athletic, he still tries to make a play." 

Lindor committed his second error in the sixth inning when he booted a routine grounder off the bat of Dozier that allowed Escobar to trot home 
from third. 

"I think he tried to be a little too quick," Francona said. "That was a nice double-play ball. Firm enough. He just tried to be a little too quick." 

Lindor's fielding percentage entering Friday's game was at a career-low .969, just below the league average at shortstop of .972. After turning a 
career-high 111 double plays in 2017, he's at 40 with a little less than 100 games remaining in 2018. 

But while his fielding percentage and double plays are down, Lindor's defensive runs saved as calculated by FanGraphs.com has improved 
from a 5 in 2017 to 9 this season. For comparison sake, Lindor's DRS was at 17 in his Gold Glove season of 2016. Anything over 5 is 
considered above average. 

"We forget how young he is sometimes, because he's so good," Francona said. "If that's the worst thing we can come up with, he's pretty 
good." 
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Cleveland Indians: What Jose Ramirez teaches us -- T erry Pluto 

By Terry Pluto, The Plain Dealer terrypluto2003@yahoo.com 

In 2015, Jose Ramirez batted .219 (.631 OPS) with 6 HR and 27 RBI in 315 at-bats for the Tribe. 

Suppose the Indians had said, "Looks like this kid won't be anything but a backup infielder." But in 2015, Ramirez was only 23. He was a .304 
hitter in the minors. 

What the Indians did was decide to be patient. They said, "Let's see what he can do." It paid off as Ramirez entered the weekend with 20 HR 
and is headed to his second All-Star Game. 

No one in the Tribe front office even dared to dream the 5-foot-9, 190-pound Ramirez would turn into a switch-hitting slugger. But they thought 
his best was yet to come -- if the Indians would just wait. 

Playing the waiting game has been an asset for the Tribe. That starts with ownership, willing to be patient when Chris Antonetti took over the 
baseball operations (Mark Shapiro was moved up to president) in 2010. 

The Dolan family's willingness to engage in long-term thinking is why the Indians have attracted so many young, bright executives. It's part of 
the reason Terry Francona was interested in managing the Indians in 2013. The structure of baseball demands patience -- be it watching a 
game or building a team. 

The Browns just drafted several big name players. You'll see them on the field in the fall. Last week, the Indians took part in the Major League 
Baseball draft. With the No. 29 pick, the Tribe took catcher Noah Naylor. 

If the high school catcher arrives in the majors by 2021, that's good progress. 

Last weekend, I looked at the 20 players drafted 29th between 1995-2015. Only nine of 20 made the majors. Only four have played in 100 big 
league games. One is Lonnie Chisenhall, drafted 29th in 2008. 

Chisenhall first arrived in the majors in 2011. But he never spent a full season in the big leagues until 2014, then went back to the minors for 40 
games in 2015. 

Patience finally was rewarded as Chisenhall went from a college shortstop to a minor league third baseman to finally a right fielder in the big 
leagues who plays against right-handed pitching. 

The Indians are putting patience into play with Bradley Zimmer, their 2014 first-round pick (No. 21 overall). 

Here's what has happened: 

1. Zimmer arrived in the majors last season, batting .241 (.692 OPS) with 8 HR and 39 RBI in 101 games. 

2. Zimmer batted .285 (.790 OPS) with 5 HR and 25 RBI in 165 plate appearances before the 2017 All-Star break. Since then, Zimmer is 
batting .210 (.604 OPS) with 5 HR and 23 RBI. He has struck out 110 times in 281 plate appearances. 



3. His strikeouts keep piling up. His power has decreased. It's why the Indians sent him to the minors. 

4. Zimmer broke his left hand on Sept. 10, 2017, ending his season. He ran into a wall in New York in May, bruising his chest, and missed three 
weeks. 

5. Now at Class AAA Columbus, Zimmer was off to a miserable start - 4-for-27 (11 strikeouts) - before suffering a mild shoulder injury. 

6. The temptation is to wonder if the 6-foot-5, 230-pound Zimmer has too many holes in his big swing. That often happens to tall guys with long 
arms. They are especially vulnerable to inside fastballs, especially near the top of the strike zone. 

7. The Indians want to rebuild Zimmer's confidence. He is an exceptional center fielder. He is 22-of-24 in stolen bases in the majors. He has 
shown some power. Those guys with long arms learn how to foul off some of those inside pitches and crush the balls over the plate. 

8. But right now, he's in slump and a confidence funk. At 25, he is a dedicated athlete. He should not be striking out 40 percent of the time. He 
also needs to stay healthy. 

9. The Indians plan to wait for Zimmer. They will platoon Tyler Naquin and Rajai Davis in center. Naquin is another player who required 
patience. He had a strong 2016 rookie year (.296, 14 HR, 43 RBI, .886 OPS). But last season, he went back to the minors, where he dealt with 
some back problems. 

10. Naquin opened 2018 with the Tribe and is hitting .333. He came off the disabled list Friday after missing a month with a hamstring injury. 

11. It would be wonderful if most young players were like Francisco Lindor. The team's first-round pick in 2011, he arrived in the majors in 2015 
and never went back to the minors. He is on his way to his third consecutive All-Star Game. 

12. Chisenhall (2008), Naquin (2012) and Zimmer (2014) were all first-round picks. The bonus money often leads teams to be more patient. But 
it also can serve as a reminder, "Hey, there was a reason we drafted the guy in the first round. We liked some things about him. Let's be 
patient." 

13. The pitching staff is full of "late bloomers." The most obvious is two-time Cy Young winner Corey Kluber. He came to the majors at the end 
of the 2011 season. He was 2-5 with a 5.14 ERA with the Tribe in 2012, a season he spent mostly in the minors. He opened 2013 in the 
minors, was promoted and finished with an 11-5 record and a 2.44 ERA, finally establishing himself in the majors at the age of 27. 

15. The only players on the current roster who came up to the big leagues and never went back are Cody Allen, Jason Kipnis and Lindor. The 
Indians estimate that 85 percent of players will make at least one return trip to the minors. 

The Indians never talk about this publicly, but they keep a name in the back of their minds when having the impulse to give up on a young, 
talented player who is struggling. 

Brandon Phillips. The Indians obtained him along with Cliff Lee and Grady Sizemore from Montreal for Bartolo Colon on June 27, 2002. 

Phillips was a former second-round pick (1999). He was athletic enough to be recruited out of high school to play point guard for the University 
of Georgia. He was a highly-rated prospect. 

Phillips first came to Cleveland at the age of 21. He wasn't ready. In the next four years, he made several trips up and down from the minors. 
Phillips batted .206 (.556 OPS) in 135 games over those four seasons in Cleveland. 

Former manager Eric Wedge was not a fan of Phillips. As the team had roster problems near the end of the 2006, Phillips was out of minor-
league options. Rather than keep Phillips on the roster, they picked up veteran utility infielder Ramon Vasquez. 

On April 7, 2006, Phillips was 24. To clear a roster spot for Vasquez, Phillips was traded to Cincinnati for reliever Jeff Stevens. 

The front office had real doubts about giving up on Phillips so soon. He became a terrific player with the Reds, making three All-Star teams and 
winning four Gold Gloves at second base. 

He went to the Reds in 2006, batted .276 (.751 OPS) with 17 HR and 51 RBI. 

One of the things the Indians remind themselves is, "We don't want another Brandon Phillips." 

What the Tribe looks to do is find a Brandon Phillips on other teams, a prospect who seems stalled. 

1. One was Kluber, acquired from San Diego in a three-way deal for Ryan Ludwick in 2010. 

2. Another was Mike Clevinger, stuck in the minors with the Angels and acquired in 2014 in a trade for Vinnie Pestano. 

3. A third was Trevor Bauer, considered too stubborn by Arizona. He was part of a much bigger trade in 2013. But it took a lot of patience for 
Bauer and the Indians to watch him develop into a strong starting pitcher. 

4. Carlos Carrasco was a top prospect with the Phillies when he came to the Tribe in the Cliff Lee deal of 2009. Before he emerged as a quality 
starter in 2014, he needed elbow surgery and then a trip to the bullpen. 

There are other examples, but I picked those because they produced four Tribe starters. 

Some prospects never come through. Andy Marte received seemingly countless chances to take over third base. Matt LaPorta was the key to 
the C.C. Sabathia deal - but Michael Brantley has turned out to be the best player in the trade. 

But for the Indians, patience is stressed - and it can lead to winning. 
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Here's what the Cleveland Indians' pitching situati on looks like in the wake of Carlos Carrasco's inju ry 

CLEVELAND, Ohio - Shane Bieber is back for another go against the Twins, while Carlos Carrasco continued to be a baseball magnet on the 
mound. 



One more question, when does Brandon Guyer become an honorary member of the bullpen? The Indians haven't had one since catcher Chris 
Gimenez made two relief appearances with the Tribe in 2016. 

Carrasco, in 2016, suffered a broken right hand when he was hit by a line drive off the bat of Detroit's Ian Kinsler. It kept him out of the 
postseason and may have cost the Indians a World Series title. In 2015, Carrasco was hit in the face by a Melky Cabrera liner, but took his next 
turn in the rotation. 

In the second inning Saturday, Joe Mauer of the Twins hit Carrasco in the right elbow with a liner that ended his afternoon and jumbled the 
pitching staff for the rest of the game. If Carrasco's injury proves to be more than a bruise, the repercussions will last a lot longer. 

Manager Terry Francona, after a 9-3 loss to the Twins, said Carrasco had already had X-rays on his elbow, but was undergoing an MRI as well. 
He said the doctors wanted to take a closer look, which brings us to Bieber. He was scheduled to pitch for Class AAA Columbus on Sunday, 
but now he'll do it at Progressive Field against a Minnesota team that has hammered the Indians for five straight wins. 

"They said it was a contusion," said Francona. "Hopefully, that's all it is. But we'll know more by late tonight or tomorrow." 

It will be interesting to see how the Indians get Bieber on the 25-man roster. Do they put Carrasco on the 10-day disabled list? Do they option 
outfielder Greg Allen to Columbus? Do they recall Bieber and a reliever after the Twins forced their two best starters, Corey Kluber and 
Carrasco, into early exits and worked over their bullpen in the first two games of this three-game series? 

Francona, while Saturday's game was still a game, used Oliver Perez and Zach McAllister to try to stay close. But when struggling lefty Tyler 
Olson allowed three runs to score in the sixth to push the deficit to 8-3, Francona and pitching coach Carl Willis pulled the rip cord and started 
thinking about ways to protect the bullpen for Sunday. 

Two solutions emerged - Adam Plutko and Guyer. Plutko, Sunday's scheduled starter, pitched the seventh and eighth innings, while Guyer 
made his professional pitching debut with a perfect ninth inning. Francona was going to use Josh Tomlin, but he'd pitched two innings Friday 
and he wanted to save him for Sunday. 

"The hard part was when it was 4-2 and you're like, 'OK we're going to get back in this game,'" said Francona. "So you're managing that. Then 
Carl and I talked and we said if we fell farther behind we'd talk to Adam to go down to the bullpen. 

"So now we have Bieber tomorrow and Tomlin with a day of rest. Just having that one fresh arm is really helpful." 

How did Guyer get thrown into the bullpen for a day? 

"I didn't want Tomlin to pitch," said Francona. "And I trusted Brandon that he wouldn't hurt himself." 

So Guyer didn't come running out of the batting cage and volunteer for the assignment? 

"No, we volunteered him," said Francona. 

Bieber made his big-league debut against the Twins on May 31 at Target Field. The Indians wanted to give Trevor Bauer an extra day's rest so 
they promoted Bieber for a spot start. 

He allowed two hits over four scoreless innings before the Twins scored four runs in the next two innings. Bieber allowed four earned runs on 
eight hits in 5 2.3 innings with six strikeouts and one walk in a no-decision. 

The right-hander has made two starts since rejoining Columbus. On Tuesday against Louisville, he allowed one run in 7 1/3 innings with five 
hits. Bieber is 3-1 with a 1.38 ERA in seven starts art Columbus. He opened the season at Class AA Akron. 
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Terry Francona 'volunteered' Brandon Guyer into his  professional pitching debut, and things worked out  fine 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- With the Cleveland Indians trailing by six runs and heading to the ninth inning on Saturday, outfielder Brandon Guyer was 
expecting the call to enter as a late-game substitute. 

He didn't, however, anticipate making his professional pitching debut as the sixth reliever used by manager Terry Francona in a 9-3 loss to the 
Minnesota Twins. 

"I just assumed I was going into left field," Guyer said. "Then I got to the dugout and that's when Tito told me. He asked if I'm healthy and I said, 
'Yeah, let's do it.'" 

For Francona, using Guyer in the ninth allowed him to rest Josh Tomlin in the bullpen after Tomlin had pitched on Friday. Francona said he had 
faith that Guyer, who recently returned from the disabled list after recovering from a neck strain, would not hurt himself on the mound. 

"We volunteered him," Francona said. "I trusted him that he wouldn't go out and do something silly and then get himself in trouble." 

Guyer tossed a perfect ninth inning in relief, getting Taylor Motter to ground out to Jose Ramirez at third base and retiring Ryan LaMarre and 
Max Kepler on fly balls to left and center. 

He threw eight pitches, including five for strikes and reached speeds of up to 79.2 mph with his fastball according to Statcast. 

"In the back of my head, I wanted to throw some off-speed stuff, but is it really worth it?" Guyer said. "Just throw the fastball, don't try to throw it 
too hard, try not to get hurt, and throw strikes. That was my goal. It worked." 

The last Indians position player to pitch in a game was Michael Martinez, who tossed a scoreless ninth inning April 13 of last season against the 
Chicago White Sox. 

Martinez allowed a double to Leury Garcia in his outing, while Guyer escaped Saturday's appearance unscathed. 

"I just wanted to throw strikes," Guyer said. "I knew if I did, they'd probably put it in play most likely and I didn't know how that was going to go. 
They tried to take me deep, got under some and luckily I was able to get out of it." 



Guyer, whose claim to fame is the 77 times he's been hit by a pitch in his major league career, joked that the thought crossed his mind to seek 
retribution for all of his past plunkings when he climbed atop the mound. 

"I wanted to see what it was like to hit somebody and not get hit," Guyer said with a grin. "But then I was like, 'You know what, it might just feel 
better just to get them out.'" 

Guyer said he had not pitched since early in his high school days. He underwent elbow surgery at age 12, and that pretty much ended his 
pitching career. But the view from atop the mound was certainly a different perspective for the 32-year-old West Chester, Pa. native. 

"It's kind of weird being on elevation, looking down like that," Guyer said. "It's a weird feeling, but it was cool." 
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Carlos Carrasco undergoes further testing on injure d right elbow after taking line drive shot against Twins 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Cleveland Indians starting pitcher Carlos Carrasco underwent further testing on his injured right elbow after leaving the 
Tribe's game Saturday against the Minnesota Twins when he was hit by a line drive in the second inning. 

Manager Terry Francona said doctors took X-rays of Carrasco's elbow at Lutheran Hospital, but wanted to "look more" with another round of 
imaging tests. 

"When you look inside a pitcher's elbow, there's a lot going on," Francona said. "Right now, they said it was a contusion. The hope is that's all it 
is. We'll know more by late tonight." 

The 99.6 mph rocket by Mauer appeared to hit Carrasco near the elbow on his right arm and ricocheted to first base where Edwin Encarnacion 
fielded it for an out. Carrasco immediately dropped his glove as manager Terry Francona and Indians trainers rushed to his aid.  

To that point in the game, Carrasco had allowed four earned runs on four hits and a walk, striking out a pair of Twins batters.  

"He was missing his spots, not by a lot," Francona said. "But he fell behind in the count, then when he came with a fastball, man, they were 
ready to hit it. They leaned on him pretty good." 

Carrasco missed the 2016 playoffs after breaking his pitching hand on a line drive by then Detroit second baseman Ian Kinsler in a mid-
September start against the Tigers. He has a history of getting nailed by line drives back to the mound. 

In 2015 Carrasco was struck in the face by a line drive by Chicago White Sox outfielder Melky Cabrera. In 2009, Carrasco left a game against 
Boston at Fenway Park after he was hit in the leg by a line drive from Jacoby Elsbury.  

This spring, during an exhibition start in Goodyear, Ariz., Carrasco was struck on the foot with a line drive by Kansas City's Cheslor Cuthbert. 
He left that start, which happened to be on his 31st birthday, after 4 2/3 innings. 

Francona said Mauer's line drive on Saturday struck Carrasco directly on the elbow. 

"From where I was standing, I thought it might have hit him in the face," Francona said. "There was a little bit of a sense of relief. But it caught 
him right on that funny bone. Man, he was hurting." 
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Cleveland Indians battered by Twins, 9-3; Carlos Ca rrasco knocked out of game by line drive 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The Twins knocked Corey Kluber out of the game in the fifth inning Friday night. On Saturday afternoon they sent Carlos 
Carrasco to the hospital with a bruised right elbow. 

The Twins beat Kluber, 6-2, Friday and continued the beating on Saturday with a 9-3 hammering of Carrasco and the Indians. Over 60,000 fans 
watched the Indians take two straight nosedives at Progressive Field. 

So the Twins, who can't seem to get out of their own way against the rest of the big leagues, have dispatched the Indians best two starters in 
two days like they were some ham-and-eggers up from Double AA for a spot start. 

Speaking of spot starts, right-hander Shane Bieber will make one Sunday after the Indians used scheduled starter Adam Plutko and outfielder 
Brandon Guyer to save the bullpen. Plutko pitched the seventh and eighth innings, while Guyer pitched the ninth in his first professional 
appearance on the mound. 

Guyer retired the Twins in order in the ninth on eight pitches and drew the biggest cheers of the day from the crowd of 30,282. 

Carrasco (8-5, 4.24) gave up four runs on 36 pitches in the first inning. Then the Twins really hurt him as Joe Mauer sent a liner off his right 
elbow to start the second inning. The ball deflected off Carrasco directly to first baseman Edwin Encarnaction, who stepped on first to retire 
Mauer. 

The Indians announced that Carrasco was taken to the hospital for precautionary X-rays on his elbow. 

Terry Francona gives Carlos Carrasco update 

"They took Carlos to the hospital for X-rays," said manager Terry Francona. "They want to look more. When you look inside a pitcher's elbow, 
there's a lot going on. They're probably doing a scan (MRI) right now. 

"They said it was a contusion. The hope is that, that's all it is. We'll know more by late tonight." 

Francona said Mauer's liner hit Carrasco "right on the elbow. From where I was standing, I thought it might have hit him in the face so there was 
a sense of relief. But it hit him right on the funny bone. He was hurting." 

Francona confirmed that Bieber will start against the Twins on Sunday. 

"It's his turn," said Francona. 



Guyer said he was in the batting cage when bench coach Brad Mills came to get him, but Mills told Guyer was going to play left field. 

"Millsie must have misunderstood Tito," said Guyer, "because when I talked to Tito in the dugout he asked me if I was healthy. I said, "Yeah, 
let's do it.'" 

Guyer said he was a good pitcher until he needed elbow surgery when he was 12. That ended his days on the mound. 

He threw five strikes in his eight pitches against the Twins. Guyer's velocity ranged from 76.6 mph to 79.2 mph. The last position player to pitch 
for the Indians was Michael Martinez against the White Sox on April 13, 2017. 

Outfielder Guyer retires Twins in order in the ninth 

The Twins took a 4-0 lead on in the first on a two-run doubles by Eduardo Escobar and Max Kepler. The Indians tried to answer as Francisco 
Lindor and Jose Ramirez hit solo homers in the first off Fernando Romero to make it 4-2. 

Minnesota made it 5-2 on a double by Logan Morrison in the second off Oliver Perez, who relieved Carrasco. The Indians made it a 5-3 game 
in the fourth on a sacrifice fly by Tyler Naquin, but that's as close as they got to the Twins. 

The Twins put the game away with three runs in the sixth off Zach McAllister and Tyler Olson. 

And what would a Twins' victory over the Indians be without an Eddie Rosario home run? Rosario make it 9-3 with a leadoff homer off Plutko in 
the eighth. It was the fifth homer he's hit against the Indians in the last three games between the two teams. 

He hit three on June 3 at Target Field and one each on Friday and Saturday. For the season, he's six homers against the Tribe. 

Rosario hit Plutko's first pitch into the right field seats to complete a 4-for-4 game with four runs, two RBI and a walk. He's hitting .471 (16-for-
34) with 12 runs and 11 RBI against the Tribe this year. 

"The Twins are in a place right now. . .boy, oh, boy, Rosario, the first pitch you throw to him, he's just whacking it," said Francona. "Carlos was 
missing his spots, not by a lot, but when he came in with a fastball, man, they were ready to hit it. 

"They leaned on him pretty good." 
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Cleveland Indians pitcher Carlos Carrasco hit by li ne drive, exits game vs. Minnesota Twins 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Cleveland Indians pitcher Carlos Carrasco left Saturday's game against the Minnesota Twins after he was struck by a 
line drive off the bat of Twins hitter Joe Mauer leading off the second inning. 

The ball appeared to hit Carrasco near the elbow on his right arm and ricocheted to first base where Edwin Encarnacion fielded it to retire 
Mauer. According to Statcast, the ball left Mauer's bat at 99.6 mph. Carrasco immediately dropped his glove as manager Terry Francona and 
Indians trainers rushed to his aid.  

The Indians announced that Carrasco was removed from the game after suffering a right forearm contusion and that he was being taken to 
nearby Lutheran Hospital for precautionary X-rays. 

To that point in the game, Carrasco had allowed four earned runs on four hits and a walk, striking out a pair.  

Carrasco missed the 2016 playoffs after breaking his pitching hand on a line drive by then Detroit second baseman Ian Kinsler in a mid-
September start against the Tigers. He has a history of getting nailed by line drives back to the mound. 

In 2015 Carrasco was struck in the face by a line drive by Chicago White Sox outfielder Melky Cabrera. In 2009, Carrasco left a game against 
Boston at Fenway Park after he was hit in the leg by a line drive from Jacoby Elsbury.  

This spring, during an exhibition start in Goodyear, Ariz., Carrasco was struck on the foot with a line drive by Kansas City's Cheslor Cuthbert. 
He left that start, which happened to be on his 31st birthday, after 4 2/3 innings. 
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Indians balk at MLB Commissioner’s plan to ban shift | Jeff Schudel 
By Jeff Schudel, The News-Herald & The... 
Robert Manfred, the meddling, micromanaging, politically correct commissioner of Major League Baseball, is talking again about modifying the 
defensive shift all teams use, if not banning it altogether. 
 
“I think we want to proceed judiciously, but I also think we want to proceed,” Manfred told the New York Times last week regarding a possible 
rule change that might prohibit teams from moving the shortstop to the right side of second base when a left-handed batter is at the plate, or the 
second baseman to the left side of second when a right-handed hitter is batting. 
 
The problem for baseball — if there is one — isn’t with the defensive strategy. The problem is players no longer follow the simple advice of Hall 
of Fame outfielder Wee Willie Keeler: “I keep my eyes clear and hit ‘em where they ain’t,” Keeler famously told sportswriter Abe Yager of the 
Brooklyn Eagle more than a century ago. 
 
 
Keeler, 5-foot-4, played from 1892-1910 while spending most of his career with the Brooklyn Dodgers and New York Yankees. He had a 
lifetime batting average of .341 and collected 2,932 hits — 2,513 of them singles. 
 
Manfred wants to add more offense to games by dictating how teams can defend. Indians manager Terry Francona’s response is similar to the 
Greyhound Bus slogan of, “Leave the driving to us.” Francona believes Manfred should leave the managing to the managers. 
 



“I have a ton of respect for the commissioner — I really do,” Francona said before the Indians played the Twins on June 16 at Progressive 
Field. “I don’t think that would ever work. I don’t expect him to call me before he put something into effect, but I almost wish he would. 
 
“I don’t think you can tell teams where to play people. Every time our game struggles to score runs, I don’t think you can change the rules.” 
 
Francona said singles have lost their value in an era when players swing for home runs by elevating the ball with increased launch angles. 
 
The home run average was 0.86 a game in 2014. It increased to 1.01 a game in 2015, 1.16 in 2016 and 1.26 last season. 
 
More home runs produce bigger contracts. 
 
“I think we need to get back to teaching hitters to use the whole field so teams have to respect that so they don’t shift,” Francona said. “The way 
hitting has been taught from a younger age, I’m not sure they’re able to. They get to the major leagues, they’re trying to survive.” 
 
Francona said Indians president Chris Antonetti searched for players in the draft earlier this month adept at using the whole field. 
 
“You’re always trying to stay ahead of the curve,” Francona said. “I think the game will evolve back.” 
 
Second baseman Jason Kipnis plays short right field when the Indians shift to the right side. He is opposed to Manfred “micromanaging” from 
MLB headquarters in New York City. 
 
“I don’t have too strong an opinion because I don’t know what the end goal would be,” Kipnis said. “I understand wanting to get more offense, 
but there are still ways to beat shifts with bunts and hitting the other way. 
 
“As a player you want to do whatever you can to win a ballgame. If the best percentage is to use a shift, you’re going to do it. I’m interested to 
see why he’s almost micromanaging the game at this point.” 
 
Indians pitcher Trevor Bauer had no definitive opinion. He compared outlawing the shift to outlawing the zone defense in the NBA. He also said 
hitting to the opposite field to discourage the shift isn’t as easy as it seems. 
 
“If you haven’t trained yourself to manipulate the ball like that, it’s very difficult,” Bauer said. “It’s like asking someone to throw a curveball who’s 
never thrown a curveball — bases loaded, two outs in the sixth, game on the line, the pitching coach comes out and says, ‘I want you to make 
up a curveball right here because this guy’s definitely not expecting it.’ You can’t ask him to do that. 
 
“The natural correction over the course of the years is hitters will get good at a half swing or traditional bunt or just flicking the ball to the other 
side. There will be a correction.” 
 
In other words, Commissioner Manfred, let baseball fix itself. 
 
Carlos Carrasco hit on right elbow by line drive; I ndians awaiting scan results 
By Jeff Schudel, The News-Herald & The Morning Journal 
A bad first inning for Carlos Carrasco quickly got worse in the second inning on June 16 when the Indians starting pitcher was hit on the right 
elbow by line drive off the bat of Minnesota Twins first baseman Joe Mauer. 
 
The ball was traveling at 99.6 MPH when it left Mauer’s bat, according to Statcast.com. Carrasco fell to the ground as he grimaced and 
clutched his elbow on his pitching arm. He had to leave the game. 
 
X-rays were negative, but Carrasco was taken to Lutheran Hospital for a scan and further examination. The Indians were awaiting results long 
after the stands in Progressive Field were deserted. 
 
 “They did the fluoroscope here, but that’s not intense enough so they took him to the hospital for X-rays,” Indians manager Terry Francona said 
after the Twins trounced the Tribe, 9-3. “They want to look more. When you look inside a pitcher’s elbow, there’s a lot going on, so they’re going 
do a scan — probably right now.” 
 
The original diagnoses was a forearm contusion. The Indians will be relieved if the scan reveals no further damage. 
 
Carrasco gave up four runs in the first inning. Mauer was the first batter in the second inning. The ball he hit ricocheted off Carrasco’s elbow 
directly to first baseman Edwin Encarnacion, who stepped on the bag for the out. 
 
“From where I was standing, I thought it might have hit him in the face,” Francona said. “So there was a little bit of a sense of relief. But it 
caught him right on that funnybone. He was hurting.” 
 
Carrasco took the loss and fell to 8-5. Francona used five pitchers out of the bullpen to get through the eighth inning. Outfielder Brandon Guyer 
pitched a perfect ninth inning. 
 
Hot Rods again speed by Captains 
By David Glasier, The News-Herald 
Craig Albernaz, manager of the Bowling Green (Ky.) Hot Rods, has the same outlook as seemingly all of his peers. 



 
Winning beats losing every day, but it’s development that matters most in the minor leagues. 
 
That being said, there is no getting around the fact Albernaz is at the helm of the winningest team in all of minor-league baseball during the first 
half of the 2018 season. 
 
With a 5-1 victory over the Captains on June 16 at Classic Park, the full-season Single A affiliate of the Tampa Bay Rays improved to 46-22. 
They’ve won 10 straight games for the second time this season and have 13 victories in the last 15 games. 
 
 
Bowling Green on June 11 clinched the first-half title in the Midwest League’s Eastern Division, securing a playoff berth in the process. 
 
The Hot Rods have been really good this season and they’ve needed to be to stay clear of the second-place Lansing (Mich.) Lugnuts, now 42-
27 with one game remaining in the first half. 
 
Wedged between the MWL Eastern Division powerhouses are the Stockton (Calif.) Ports of the advanced Single-A California League with 43 
wins. 
 
“Obviously, it’s been fun. That’s a great group of guys in there,” Albernaz said after the Hot Rods downed the Captains in the middle game of a 
three-game series. “They are focused on what they can control, and that is coming to work every day.” 
 
The Hot Rods have talent to go with that work ethic. They are sending seven players to Lansing to play for the Eastern Division team in the 
MWL All-Star Game on June 19. 
 
Three of those All-Stars were in the lineup on June 16: shortstop Taylor Walls, second baseman Zach Rutherford and catcher Ronaldo 
Hernandez. 
 
Hernandez did plenty of damage against Lake County starter and eventual loser Gregori Vazquez (2-3, 4.00 ERA), slamming his 10th and 11th 
home runs while driving in three runs to raise his season total to 50. 
 
Bowling Green starter Tobias Myers (8-3, 4.63) limited the Captains to one run on five hits in six innings to earn the victory. 
 
The Hot Rods came into the game with an MWL-best team batting average of .276 and team ERA of 3.21, second lowest in the league. 
 
“Winning breeds a great atmosphere in the clubhouse, but the main goal is still to get players ready for the big leagues and not to win a league 
championship,” Albernaz said. “But, again, if you continue to work and control what you can control, those things can happen.” 
 
The Captains slipped to 29-40 with the loss. 
 
SPORTS Crushers bounce back from bad game, beat Rasca ls with help of former Indians star Travis Hafner 
Tim Gebhardt | The Chronicle-TelegramPublished on June 17, 2018 | Updated 3:21 a. m. 
AVON — It was designated as Travis Hafner Night at Sprenger Stadium and the former Cleveland Indians’ designated hitter didn’t disappoint 
even though he was officially hitless in two at-bats Saturday night. 
 
A crowd of 4,091 cheered his every move as Lake Erie, behind some splendid defense and pitching, defeated River City 3-0 in Frontier League 
play. The Crushers improved to 20-13 and are two games behind front-running Washington in the East Division. 
 
“It was fun,” said Hafner, who retired as a major leaguer in 2013 after a 12-year career that included 10 in Cleveland. “It was fun to get out there 
and play and kind of have a chess match of sitting on change-ups and looking for pitches. It was great. I had a good time.” 
 
Hafner may have been a little anxious on his first at-bat, running the count full before taking a called third strike. He reached base in the fourth 
inning on a ground ball to first when River City pitcher Josh Kimborowicz took a throw from first baseman Clint Freeman but failed to touch first. 
It was ruled an error. 
 
Hafner walked and scored in the three-run fifth inning. 
 
“That’s what I was hoping for,” Hafner said with a huge grin. “I was hoping to get a play where I could score on a wild pitch or do something like 
that. I was hoping for something fun like that.” 
 
He scored easily from third base on Mason Brown’s sharp single to left that finished the scoring. 
 
After a 10-0 loss Friday, Lake Erie needed to get back on track. 
 
“We had some great defense,” said second baseman Aaron Hill, who turned in the night’s highlight play with a diving stop and throw for an out 
in the seventh inning. “Everyone can throw the ball and catch the ball. Defense can help you win games.” 
 
Hill started things going in the fifth inning. He beat out a broken bat grounder to second, advanced to third on Kewby Meyer’s single down the 
first-base line and scored what proved to be the game-winning run on Sean Hurley’s slow roller to short. 



 
It was all the Crushers would need. Starter Ethan Westphal threw five spotless innings — striking out seven, walking two and allowing just four 
harmless singles. Relievers Max Biedrzycki, Branden Nunn and Justin Sinibaldi finished the job with Sinibaldi earning his seventh save. 
 
Hill, right fielder Doug Trimble and center fielder Dalton Wheat each made big defensive plays. 
 
“It was nice to see,” Crushers manager Cam Roth said when asked about bouncing back from Friday’s loss. “Especially the pitching and 
defense aspects. At times the bats aren’t going to be there and I don’t think they were necessarily there (Saturday). We didn’t settle in there 
until late.” 
 
As for Hafner, he enjoyed the night as much as the fans. 
 
“It was great,” he said. “The coaching staff was great, the front office was great. It was fun just hanging out with the players. Great kids on the 
team and it was fun just hanging out at the ball park and it was really cool having my son be the bat boy and hang out with him and watch the 
game.” 
 
“It was a good thing,” said Roth when asked about Hafner’s presence. “Obviously coming off a 10-0 loss, sometimes you need a little 
distraction. He was great. He was talking to the guys. He was giving them some insight and some input. 
 
“He’s a special assistant for the Indians now and so he’s still in the baseball world and he’s still looking at things. He is able to translate some of 
the stuff maybe he thought about when he was playing and taking it upon himself to tell these guys. I think it was a good thing for him.” 
 
SPORTS A comeback for the kids: Former Indians star Travis Hafner plays DH for Crushers to help raise mo ney for youth baseball 
AVON — A familiar name to Cleveland sports fans was in the Lake Erie Crushers lineup Saturday night. 
 
It was Travis Hafner Night at Sprenger Stadium and the former Cleveland Indians slugger, who now makes his home in Avon Lake, took the 
field for the Crushers, playing designated hitter and batting fifth for three plate appearances against River City. 
 
It was the first time the 41-year-old Hafner played in a professional game since 2013 when he wrapped up his career with the New York 
Yankees. 
 
Hafner used his guest appearance in a Lake Erie uniform, which was the brainchild of Crushers owner Tom Kramig after another Frontier 
League team announced a similar promotion with former major leaguer Jose Conseco, as a way to raise money for local youth baseball teams. 
 
“I got asked to do it and once we realized we could benefit little league baseball in the area with it, it seem liked a really fun thing to do,” Hafner 
said. 
 
In his 12-year major league career, Hafner hit 213 home runs, including 200 with the Indians, but recently his baseball activities have been 
limited to coaching his 8-year-old son’s team. 
 
“I try to stay somewhat in shape,” Hafner said. “I tried to get some swings in this week to feel like I’m somewhat ready. That’s all you can do.” 
 
Hafner said that he still tries to eat healthy and work out on a regular basis but joked some of his best exercise comes from chasing his three 
sons around the house. 
 
Once the Frontier League gave its approval for one-time exceptions to the league’s normal age and roster restrictions for promotional purposes, 
Kramig almost immediately got on the phone with Hafner. 
 
“My first thought was how can we do this and who’s the right guy? Really, Travis was the first and only one who came to mind,” Kramig said. 
 
Hafner’s appearance will benefit the Avon Little League and Amherst and Westlake youth baseball programs through pregame ticket sales, a 
50-50 raffle and auctioning off equipment signed by Hafner. 
 
The Crushers sold over 500 tickets for the game in the first 24 hours after making the announcement of Travis Hafner Night in May. 
 
“This is so much fun to be able to do something like this and bring back a guy like Hafner, who meant so much to this community,” Kramig said. 
“He was a fan favorite and to give the fans a chance to see him play one more time and just say thank you and we appreciate what you did all 
those years with the Indians is so cool.” 
 
Hafner arrived at the stadium hours before the game to take part in batting practice and all of the normal pregame routines with his new 
teammates. 
 
“Travis was worried about being a distraction in the clubhouse but after a 10-0 loss (on Friday) maybe we need a distraction right now,” 
Crushers manager Cam Roth said. “He brings a lot of experience at the highest level. Having a former big leaguer come in and talk to some of 
your young kids about what it takes to get to the next level is really special.” 
 
“Some of our guys were born in 1995 so they might not know off the bat who Travis Hafner is but I imagine after they watch him swing a bat 
they’ll remember,” Roth said. 



Hafner didn’t put any pressure on himself to hit a home run for the near-sellout crowd. 
 
“You want to do well,” Hafner said. “I really just want to hit the ball hard a couple of times.” 
 
SPORTS Indians lose to Twins again; Carlos Carrasco  forced to leave game after getting hit by line driv e 
Steve Herrick | The Associated PressPublished on Ju ne 17, 2018 | Updated 3:21 a. m. 
CLEVELAND — Cleveland Indians manager Terry Francona thought the worst when Carlos Carrasco was struck on the right arm by a line 
drive. 
 
“From where I was standing I thought it might have hit him in the face so there was a little bit of a sense of relief, but it caught him right kind of 
on that funny bone,” Francona said after the Indians’ 9-3 loss to the Minnesota Twins on Saturday. “He was hurting.” 
 
Carrasco grabbed his arm after being hit by Joe Mauer’s leadoff liner in the second inning and went to his knees on the infield grass. 
 
The Indians announced that Carrasco was diagnosed with a forearm contusion, but Francona said the pitcher was struck on the elbow. During 
his postgame news conference, Francona said Carrasco was still being examined at a hospital. The team was expected to have an update 
today. 
 
The Twins got four hits from Eddie Rosario in their latest victory over the Indians. Rosario hit his 16th homer for the Twins, who have won five 
straight against the AL Central leaders to improve to 6-2 against them this season. 
 
Rosario swung at the first pitch in all four of his hits. He also scored four times, drove in two runs and swiped a base. Rosario is batting .471 
with six homers and 11 RBIs against Cleveland this season. 
 
“Everything is going good,” he said. “I like it. I feel more comfortable playing against the Indians.” 
 
“Four pitches, four hits today,” Minnesota manager Paul Molitor said. “Right now, he feels like he can hit just about anything.” 
 
Minnesota scored four runs in the first off Carrasco (8-5). Eduardo Escobar and Max Kepler each hit a two-run double in the inning. Logan 
Morrison had three RBIs, including a two-run double in the sixth. 
 
Matt Magill (2-1) got the win with three scoreless innings in relief of Fernando Romero. 
 
Francisco Lindor and Jose Ramirez homered in the first for Cleveland, which has lost four of five. 
 
Carrasco’s injury forced the Indians to use six relievers, including Adam Plutko, who was scheduled to start today’s series finale. Plutko pitched 
the seventh and eighth. 
 
Outfielder Brandon Guyer, making his first professional pitching appearance, retired the side in order in the ninth on eight pitches. 
 
Carrasco was coming off one of his best starts of the season. He struck out 11 in seven shutout innings against the White Sox on Monday, but 
he struggled against the Twins. Carrasco threw 37 pitches in the first when he allowed four hits, walked a batter and hit another. 
 
Mauer lined the second pitch of the second to the mound, striking Carrasco directly on the arm. Carrasco hopped off the mound and went to the 
ground before being visited by Francona and a team trainer. Carrasco then walked to the dugout with the trainer and was replaced by Oliver 
Perez. 
 
“You don’t want to see anybody get hit with a line drive like that,” Molitor said. “It kind of shakes everyone for a moment, even though you try 
not to let it.” 
The ball that struck Carrasco rolled to first baseman Edwin Encarnacion, who stepped on the bag for the out. 
 
Carrasco was hit in the face by a line drive in 2015, but made his next turn in the rotation. The right-hander broke his right hand after being hit 
by a line drive late in the 2016 season and missed the playoffs. 
 
Mauer led off the game with a single, his first hit since being activated from the disabled list Friday. Rosario walked and both runners scored on 
Escobar’s double. Morrison was hit by a pitch. Robbie Grossman’s one-out single loaded the bases and Kepler doubled high off the wall in 
right, scoring two more runs. 
 
Rosario hit an RBI single in the sixth and a solo homer in the eighth. 
 
Your turn 
Guyer was told late in the game that he’d be pitching the ninth. He retired Taylor Motter on a groundout and Ryan LaMarre and Kepler on fly 
balls. 
 
“I was a pretty good pitcher back in the day,” Guyer said. “I had elbow surgery when I was 12 that ended the pitching days.” 
 
Trainer’s room 
TWINS: Outfielder Byron Buxton (toe fracture) will begin a minor league rehab assignment at Triple-A Rochester on Tuesday. 



INDIANS: Left-handed reliever Andrew Miller (right knee inflammation) has thrown several bullpen sessions, but it hasn’t been decided when 
he’ll face hitters as part of his rehab process. 
 
Up next 
Twins right-hander Jake Odorizzi (3-3, 4.19 ERA) will start the series finale. Righty Shane Bieber (0-0, 6.35) will be called up from Triple-A 
Columbus to start for the Indians. 
 
RubberDucks 8, Fightin Phils 5: Power surge carries  Ducks over Phils 
Three RubberDucks each hit his third home run of the season and Andrew Calica hit his fourth to lead the RubberDucks to victory at 
FirstEnergy Stadium in Reading, Pa. 
 
Half of the Ducks’ eight hits were home runs as the Fightin Phils lost their sixth consecutive game. 
 
Sam Haggerty and Tyler Krieger hit solo home runs in the second inning to give Ducks starter Sean Brady a 3-0 lead. Daniel Salters hit a two-
run homer in the sixth to make it 6-2, and Calica’s two-run blast in the ninth put the Ducks up 8-3. 
 
Brady (4-3) pitched seven innings, allowing a single, a double and a solo home run without a walk. 
 
The Ducks’ Argenis Angulo walked the bases loaded but also struck out two in the ninth before being replaced by Henry Martinez, who gave up 
a single to make the score 8-4. Kyle Martin reached on catcher’s interference, allowing another run to score. 
 
Martinez then got Malquin Canelo to pop out to second base and end Reading’s late threat 
 
Eddie Rosario, Twins bash their way to fifth straig ht win over Cleveland Indians 

MIKE BERARDINO 

CLEVELAND — Francisco Lindor could only smile and shake his head the first time he spotted Eddie Rosario, his World Baseball Classic 
teammate and division rival, here this weekend at Progressive Field. 

“Ah, you’re here, and now your numbers are going to go up,” the Cleveland Indians’ All-Star shortstop and resident clairvoyant told his fellow 
Puerto Rican. 

Rosario, the Twins’ burgeoning star left fielder, gave a soft chuckle as he recounted that story after going 4 for 4 with a walk and his 16th home 
run in Saturday’s 9-3 win. In eight games against the Indians this year, Rosario is batting .471 (16 for 34) with six homers, 11 runs batted in, 14 
runs and five walks. 

After homering in his past four games against the Indians, including that three-homer extravaganza on June 3 at  Target Field, Rosario is 
slugging a ridiculous 1.059 with a .538 on-base percentage against the two-time defending American League Central champions. 

“He’s a good friend,” he said of Lindor, who also homered Saturday. “He’s happy for me.” 

And maybe, after Rosario and friends pulled within four games of first place with their fifth straight win over the Indians, Lindor is a bit annoyed 
as well. Eduardo Escobar’s two-run double keyed a four-run first as the Twins improved to 6-2 against the Indians this season. 

Logan Morrison also doubled twice and knocked in three. Six of the Twins’ 13 hits went for extra bases, and Escobar reclaimed the AL doubles 
lead from Chicago’s Jose Abreu with his 27th two-bagger. 

The Twins go for their second three-game sweep here in as many Junes on Sunday afternoon. Rookie right-hander Shane Bieber will be 
recalled to start Sunday’s series finale against Twins right-hander Jake Odorizzi. 

It took Rosario just four total pitches to bang out four straight hits after working a full-count walk in the first. He singled off lefty Oliver Perez in 
the second, doubled off the wall on a Zach McAllister curve in the fourth, stroked an RBI single on a Tyler Olson curve in the sixth and blasted a 
high fastball from Adam Plutko out to right in the eighth. 

“Right now he feels like he can hit just about anything,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said of Rosario. “People are trying different things: 
offspeed, fastballs, in, out. It doesn’t seem to matter. He’s in a good place.” 

Of course, Rosario being Rosario, he also made a baserunning mistake that short-circuited a rally in the fourth and airmailed the cutoff man 
with a throw to the plate that same inning. Neither mistake mattered, thanks to another hit-filled day for the visitors. 

“He’s just going to do things,” Molitor said. “Kind of the way it is. Most of them are good.” 

Three Twins relievers blanked the Indians over the final five innings. Matt Magill (2-1), who had one appearance since May 29, handled the first 
three of those without allowing a hit to earn the win. 

Rookie right-hander Fernando Romero lasted just four innings after giving up solo homers in the first to Lindor and Jose Ramirez. It was the 
first multiple-homer game off Romero this year, including Triple-A Rochester; he came in with just 10 homers allowed in 365 2/3 professional 
innings. 

After averaging 11 swing-and-miss strikes through his first eight big-league starts, Romero managed just two of those on Saturday: a slider to 
Jose Ramirez in the third and a 96-mph fastball to Yan Gomes for a fourth-inning strikeout. Five balls in play left Indians’ bats at better than 101 
mph against Romero, but he insisted his confidence wasn’t shaken despite an 8.10 earned run average in his past four starts. 

“If you throw the ball over the plate, they might hit it or not,” he said. “That just happens. I’m healthy, and I’m ready to keep competing.” 



After batting through the order against Indians right-hander Carlos Carrasco in a 37-pitch first, the Twins knocked him out when Joe Mauer’s 
line drive ricocheted off his right forearm to open the second. Carrasco, now 0-2 with a 7.50 ERA in three starts against the Twins this year, 
was sent to an area hospital for precautionary X-rays. 

In the first two games of this series, the Twins have now beaten Carrasco and two-time Cy Young Award winner Corey Kluber while pinning a 
combined eight earned runs in 6 1/3 innings on them. At five games, they are on their longest winning streak against the Indians since 
September 2012. 

The Indians lost 94 games that year before current manager Terry Francona was hired that fall. 
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Byron Buxton set to begin rehab stint at Triple-A R ochester on Tuesday 

MIKE BERARDINO  

CLEVELAND — Twins center fielder Byron Buxton flew back to the Twin Cities after another productive on-field batting practice session on 
Saturday. 

His next stop will be Rochester, N.Y., where he is slated to begin a rehab assignment on Tuesday with the Triple-A Red Wings. Buxton said the 
pain in his fractured left big toe has been gone for several days. 

“That’s the main thing for me,” Buxton said. “There’s no pain.” 

Since returning to the 10-day disabled list May 30 after a three-week experiment in trying to play through the toe injury, Buxton has worked with 
hitting coach James Rowson to eliminate some bad habits that had crept into his swing. In particular, Twins manager Paul Molitor said, Buxton 
was “collapsing too much” on his back side and failing to maintain proper balance during his swing. 

“We’re going to try to use his posture to improve his strength as well as his recognition,” Molitor said. “Hopefully when he comes back and you 
see some of the changes, it’s more conducive to consistency.” 

Buxton went 6 for 49 (.122) with 17 strikeouts, one walk and just two extra-base hits after skipping a rehab assignment in the wake of his toe 
injury. That came on April 22 in his first rehab game at Class A Fort Myers after a bout of migraines sent him to the DL with a .195 batting 
average through 11 games. 

There is no firm timetable for Buxton’s return, but his rehab assignment can last up to 30 days under the Collective Bargaining Agreement. 

“We’ve told him, to take the pressure off, we’re not going to set a date,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “We’re not going to worry about, ‘In 
five days or 10 days or whenever.’ We’re not sure about the return. We’ll just see if we can start getting him back to the player we know he can 
be.” 

THE GAUNTLET 

Friday’s win over Indians ace Corey Kluber opened a six-game stretch in which the Twins will also see Carlos Carrasco and the likely Boston 
Red Sox trio of Chris Sale, David Price and Rick Porcello. 

“We talked about all the Cy Youngs we’re going to see in a span of a week,” Molitor said. “Fun, right?” 

That group includes four of the past six American League Cy Young Award winners. At home on June 24, the Twins are tentatively scheduled 
to face 45-year-old Bartolo Colon, their former teammate and the 2005 AL Cy Young winner. 

BRIEFLY 

Ervin Santana’s first bullpen session after being shut down went “pretty well” on Friday, Molitor said. Santana has yet to throw sliders off the 
mound but is due to throw another bullpen on Tuesday. 

Triple-A Rochester right-hander Trevor May was placed on the disabled list with shoulder inflammation after going 0-4 with a 6.62 ERA in seven 
outings (three starts). Fifteen months removed from Tommy John surgery, the 28-year-old May had allowed 20 hits (two homers) and 13 walks 
in 17 2/3 innings. 

Molitor said he was open to starting Joe Mauer in all three games of this series with the first-place Indians. That will depend on how Mauer 
comes through Saturday’s game after missing four weeks with a neck strain and concussion issues. 
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Nick Cafardo /  SUNDAY BASEBALL NOTES / Are the Red  Sox willing to meet the cost of pursuing Manny Mach ado? 

By Nick Cafardo 

For the Red Sox to entertain the possibility of acquiring Manny Machado, it would, as usual, come down to money. 

With Mookie Betts, Xander Bogaerts, Chris Sale, Craig Kimbrel, Drew Pomeranz, Rick Porcello, and Joe Kelly coming due after this season 
and next, could the Red Sox add a 10-year, $350 million contract to their payroll? Would giving up Rafael Devers for Machado be wise for the 
short term and the long term? And what guarantees would the Red Sox have in re-signing Machado as a free agent when many teams would 
be competing for him? 

“I think any team that would be interested in [trading for] Manny would do so knowing he’s a rental,” said Orioles general manager Dan 
Duquette. “I don’t think any team would go into something like that without that reality.” 

Certainly a team like the Cubs would ask for a window to see if they could sign Machado long term, but why would Machado do that when he 
has the ability to choose between several teams bidding for him? We’re told by people familiar with Machado’s thinking that the Cubs would be 
high on his list because of his friendship with Albert Almora. There’s more to such a major decision than a friendship, but it doesn’t hurt. 



If dealt at the trade deadline, Machado’s cost for the remainder of the season would be in the $6 million range. Devers would be under financial 
control for the next five years at relatively minimal money, as opposed to Machado’s expected $35 million-a-year contract. There’s an age 
difference, but not that big. Machado turns 26 on July 6. Devers turns 22 on Oct. 24. 

Everything baseball every Monday-Friday during baseball season, and weekly in the offseason. 

Yes, you’re giving up five years of team control over Devers, but Machado is one of the game’s superstars, a tremendous third baseman, and 
an above-average shortstop. We think Devers will be an All-Star player in time, but you never know. 

Ken Rosenthal of The Athletic floated the possibility of this Red Sox-Orioles deal, and there’s a feeling in the baseball community that the 
Orioles would be hard-pressed to get a better player than Devers, knowing that Machado is a rental. The Orioles would prefer an outstanding 
pitching prospect, which they can’t get from Boston (but could get from the Cardinals, Phillies, and Yankees, among others), but sometimes you 
take the best player available. 

The Red Sox’ window is now, not two or three years from now. There really isn’t anyone behind Devers at third on the organizational depth 
chart. Michael Chavis, who is serving an 80-game suspension following a positive PED test, could play there, but he’s seen more as a future 
first baseman. The Red Sox could turn to the free agent market for Mike Moustakas or Josh Donaldson if Machado didn’t re-sign. 

There’s also the bad blood theory with Machado as a result of the high slide incident with Dustin Pedroia last year that created a few problems, 
though those types of things usually blow over. 

Machado is a good guy and a good teammate, so the notion that he would disrupt the Red Sox’ good chemistry this season is irrelevant. 
Devers is a kid whom teammates like and enjoy, but losing him for Machado wouldn’t be devastating to team chemistry. After all, you’d be 
adding one of the best in the game. 

For the Orioles, Devers would be a fantastic return. Manager Buck Showalter told me that he would like to see the Orioles get one really good 
prospect rather than a watered-down package of two or three prospects. He’s got a point there. 

Duquette doesn’t know how this will go — whether teams will start stepping up soon with offers so they can get Machado as soon as possible, 
or whether everyone waits until late July to assess whether the acquisition of Machado makes sense for their franchise. 

Last offseason, teams thought the Orioles were asking too much for Machado. Executives I’ve talked to are torn on whether the Red Sox’ 
pursuit of Machado would be prudent. 

“They’ve developed [Devers]. It’s obvious that even with the errors, he’s making some great plays at third base, which means this kid is going to 
be a major player on both sides of the ball,” one American League executive said. “They knew they’d have to go with growing pains with him, 
but if these are the growing pains we’re seeing, then he’s not far away from being a complete player. That would be a really tough call. But the 
Orioles would do it in a heartbeat. Any team in Baltimore’s situation would make that trade.” 

The Red Sox need to watch out for the Yankees. Would they sneak in and make a deal for Machado? They have far more trade chips than 
Boston, and the Sox are aware of that. 

MOVING DAY SOON? 

Britton on short time in Baltimore 

Bullpens have been taking over baseball. As of this writing, 18 of 30 teams were carrying 13 pitchers on their 25-man rosters. Eight relievers is 
becoming the norm. Sparky Anderson used to carry just eight pitchers total on his Tigers teams in the 1980s. 

Scouts are really looking at relievers they can add in the next six weeks, and front and center is Baltimore lefthander Zach Britton, who made 
his first appearance of the season last Tuesday against the Red Sox. Britton had a long rehab from a ruptured Achilles’ tendon, but he says 
he’s 100 percent healthy and now just needs to sharpen his tools to get back to being a dominant closer. 

The Orioles backed out of a deal with the Astros for Britton at last year’s trade deadline. The Astros still have interest and they still need a 
closer. Britton can be a free agent after the season, and the possibility of moving on from the team that drafted him in 2006 is bittersweet for the 
lefty. 

“Last year I went through it a little bit, but my main focus has to be pitching well and to get settled in here,” he said. “The Orioles want me to 
pitch to my capability. We both want the same things. Getting back on the bike and put the injuries past me and competing is what I need to 
concentrate on and everything will take care of itself. That’s the best way to approach it regardless of what the Orioles do.” 

Britton has been one of the best closers in the game. From 2014-16, he averaged 40 saves per season and posted a 1.38 ERA. Then arm 
problems and the Achilles’ rupture affected his last two seasons. Yet, if he shows he’s healthy, he’s likely to be the No. 1 target of teams 
seeking bullpen help. He knows he might be playing for one team for a half-year and then another team after free agency. 

“It could be tough,” Britton said. “We had Andrew Miller here and I kept in touch with him when he left. He always had a lot of good advice. It’s 
not always as scary as it may seem. You meet a lot of guys from around the game that you’ve met at All-Star Games and then you become 
their teammates. Wherever I end up is going to be a good situation.” 

Britton called the Orioles’ current situation “mind boggling.“ 

“If you told me in spring training where we’d be in the standings, I’d have laughed at you,” he said. “We were always fighting for a wild-card 
spot. It’s been pretty inconsistent. 

“It’s been frustrating to watch as a guy who was injured. It’s hard to come and play baseball when people are constantly talking to you about 
being traded. Normally you want to help your team win and now you’re basically showcasing yourself. It can take a toll on some guys. It’s a 
weird atmosphere. They want to acquire young talent for the future, but for me and the other guys in my situation it’s been tough to deal [with]. 
Some of us have played together for so long.” 

Britton said manager Buck Showalter kept him in the loop on the trade front last season. He knows he’ll be gone if he shows he’s healthy and 
productive. He saw the scouts at his rehab outings and now he knows they’re in the stands. 



“It’s been tough to watch this. We have so many good players. That’s what doesn’t make sense to any of us,” Britton said. “The atmosphere 
around a winning team is so much better. You feed off each other. It keeps you sharp. Sometimes when you lose, it’s hard. It’s just hard.” 

Updates on nine 

1. Adam Jones, CF, Orioles — It’s not 100 percent certain that Jones would accept a trade. He’s a 10/5 player so he can veto any deal. He’s 
firmly entrenched in the Baltimore area, having recently bought Cal Ripken Jr.’s home. There’s even talk that Jones, a pending free agent, 
could be retained because he’s so beloved and is a team leader. One thing the Orioles could ask Jones to do is move to a corner outfield spot, 
as his days as a productive center fielder appear to be coming to an end. Jones visited the Red Sox’ Mookie Betts and Eduardo Rodriguez 
outside the visitors’ clubhouse after last Wednesday’s series finale to wish them well. 

2. Anibal Sanchez, RHP, Braves — What a revival for Sanchez, who threw seven scoreless innings against the Padres on Thursday. Sanchez, 
34, has perfected his splitter, and he’s 3-0 with a 1.93 ERA in seven appearances (six starts). Sanchez was signed late in free agency by the 
Twins but was released in spring training. The Braves are only paying him $1 million on a one-year deal. It’s turning out to be a great get for 
GM Alex Anthopoulos. 

3. Hanley Ramirez, 1B/DH, free agent — When Ramirez first became available, multiple teams called about him. But since then, crickets. What 
happened? “It’s a little surprising,” said one AL executive. “He can still hit. He’s a power righthanded bat, so it appears to be related to his past 
reputation. When teams get a consensus from their organization, the answer is often ‘no.’ At some point, though, I think someone will sign him.” 

4. Josh Harrison, 2B, Pirates — Harrison has been mentioned as a trade chip for a long time, but it finally could happen now that the Pirates 
are fading. Harrison makes $10 million this year, but there are team options for the next two years ($10.5 million and $11.5 million). Harrison 
has played only second base this season but he’s played a lot of third base and corner outfield spots in his career. Versatility has become huge 
in major league baseball and Harrison offers it. 

5. Mike Trout, CF, Angels — Trout is on pace for 54 homers, 106 RBIs, 131 runs, and 31 steals. It’s amazing what he does year in and year 
out. Amazing player. Sorry, Mookie, Trout is the best player in baseball. 

6. Adrian Gonzalez, 1B, free agent — Gonzalez was released by the Mets this past week but is looking to catch on. Agent John Boggs has 
been making calls around the league but there hasn’t been much interest. Gonzalez is hitting .237 with six homers and 26 RBIs. 

7. Joe Kelly, RHP, Red Sox — If Kelly keeps up the work he’s done this season he’s going to find a ripe free agency. Kelly has drawn the most 
rave reviews on the Sox pitching staff from executives and scouts around baseball. The Sox are going to have tough choices as both Kelly and 
Craig Kimbrel will become free agents. Kimbrel will likely demand somewhere near what Aroldis Chapman makes (about $20 million per year), 
while Kelly will also get a big payday but at a more cost-efficient choice as a closer. 

8. Pablo Sandoval, 3B, Giants — Sandoval has a chance to be a Giants hero again. With Evan Longoria out with a broken finger, Sandoval will 
get a lot of time at third base. He drove in the winning run in the 16th inning in Thursday’s game. Talk about nine lives. 

9. Kirby Yates, RHP, Padres – Yates, 31, is a reliever who is very much in demand, and you can see why when you consider this number 
provided by Inside Edge: Yates has allowed a slugging percentage of .105 (six total bases in 57 at-bats) against righthanded batters, while the 
league average slugging percentage against righties is .366. The Padres are his fifth team. He was drafted by the Red Sox in the 26th round in 
2005 out of Kauai High School in Lihue, Hawaii, but did not sign. He attended Yavapai College in Prescott, Ariz., and was signed by the Rays in 
2009. 

Extra innings 

From the Bill Chuck files — “In Joey Gallo’s first 68 games with the Rangers this season, he whiffed 99 times. In 1935, Hall of Famer Jimmie 
Foxx led the AL with 99 strikeouts in 147 games and 649 plate appearances.” . . . Also, “The Dodgers are up to 18 pitchers with at least one win 
this season. The record is held by the 2016 Atlanta Braves, who had 28 pitchers win at least once, and that was for a team that won only 68 
games.” . . . Happy birthday, Matt Barnes (28), David Pauley (35), and Donnie Sadler (43). 
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