
Inbox: Who will make Tribe's postseason staff? 

By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 

What do you think the Indians' pitching staff will look like in the playoffs? 

-- @tmtribefan 

 
Manager Terry Francona made it known last week that his preference will be to go with a four-man rotation. I think that will remain the case 

whether Trevor Bauer is deemed ready to return as a starter or winds up in a multi-inning relief role for the American League Division Series. 

 

Corey Kluber is having his schedule worked out to align him for a Game 1 start in the ALDS, which begins on Oct. 5. Barring anything 

unexpected, Carlos Carrasco and Mike Clevinger would assume two more starting roles. That leaves the fourth spot to either Bauer or rookie 

Shane Bieber. 

 

As things stand, I think both Bauer and Bieber will be on the ALDS roster in some capacity. Bauer logged 40 pitches in a mound session on 

Sunday, so there's a chance he can build up in time to rejoin the rotation. At the very least, he would be an intriguing weapon out of the bullpen 

given his durability. If Bieber gets the fourth spot, Cleveland could turn to Bauer at the first sign of trouble. 
 

If it turns out that Bauer is ready for a regular rotation role, then Bieber would probably figure into the bullpen mix. He throws strikes and can 

handle multiple innings. That is valuable, especially given the uncertainty hanging over Bauer's situation at the moment. 

 

Last October, Francona went with a seven-man bullpen, and I have a hunch that will remain the case this year. Bauer or Bieber will take one 

spot. Then there are four virtual locks in Andrew Miller, Brad Hand, Cody Allen and Oliver Perez. That leaves two spots up for grabs, and there 

are a number of ways Cleveland could go with those vacancies. 

 

The way I see it, right-handers Adam Cimber and Dan Otero lead the pack, given their ability to handle righty hitters (.610 OPS for Cimber and 

.698 OPS for Otero this year) and generate grounders. Behind them on the bubble are righty Neil Ramirez and lefty Tyler Olson. The other 
candidate would be veteran righty Josh Tomlin, who -- like Bieber -- throws strikes and can handle multiple innings, though he doesn't throw as 

hard and is prone to home runs. 

This will be an interesting decision for the Indians, who would have five bench spots up for grabs under the 11-man pitching staff scenario 

detailed in the previous question. Backup catcher Roberto Perez gets one spot and Brandon Guyer (a versus-lefty corner outfielder who can 

play center if needed) is a safe bet for one of the other available jobs. 

 

That leaves utility man Erik Gonzalez, corner infielder Yandy Diaz and center fielders Greg Allen and Rajai Davis battling for three spots. Diaz 

offers a good right-handed complement to Yonder Alonso at first base. Gonzalez offers depth and plus defense at all four infield spots. Allen 

and Davis offer similar skill sets: An ability to play all three outfield spots and plus speed on the bases. 

 
If the Indians decide that they want to carry both Gonzalez and Diaz, then I do think Allen has performed well enough to get the last spot over 

Davis. With Jason Kipnis playing center, Cleveland will probably look to upgrade the defense in the later innings. Both Davis and Allen can do 

that, but I'd give Allen the edge. That said, both could make the roster if the Indians prioritize speed and defense, meaning one of Gonzalez or 

Diaz would be left off. 

 

The Indians acquired Josh Donaldson with this stretch run and the postseason in mind. It seems highly improbable that Cleveland will be a 

player for him in free agency this offseason unless the market plays out similarly to when Edwin Encarnacion slipped into the Tribe's operating 

range. It's more likely that Diaz will get his shot as the third baseman next year. 

 

That said, I do think the Indians will explore the market for Kipnis, who was nearly traded last winter. That probably won't be an easy task, 
though. Kipnis' future position is now uncertain (will teams view him as a second baseman or an outfielder?) and he's hit .229 with a .697 OPS 

and 84 OPS+ (16 percent below league average) over the past two seasons combined. Kipnis is also set to earn $14.7 million in 2019, with a 

$16.5 million salary (or $2.5 million buyout) in '20. 

Dating back to the start of August, those five relievers have combined for a 2.96 ERA (25 earned runs in 76 innings). Overall in that time period, 

the Indians' bullpen has turned in a 3.61 ERA, which ranks fifth in the AL and seventh in the Majors in that span. That's a dramatic improvement 

over the first four months, in which Cleveland had a 5.00 ERA from its relievers. 

 

At this point, it's really hard to envision a scenario in which either Lonnie Chisenhall (rehabbing a calf injury) or Tyler Naquin (rehabbing from 

hip surgery) could work their way back into the postseason mix this year. The Minor League season is over, making it difficult to get at-bats, 

and there has been no indication that either outfielder is near being set for that step anyway. It looks like both players are probably prepping for 
2019. 

 

I don't see Oscar Mercado working into the Opening Day mix next year, but the 23-year-old center field prospect -- acquired from the Cardinals 

prior to the July 31 non-waiver Trade Deadline and ranked No. 14 on the Indians' Top 30 list -- will definitely be on the radar. Looking ahead, 

though, Leonys Martin will be under team control and both Allen and Naquin will be back. Kipnis could also be in the outfield mix, and Bradley 

Zimmer (shoulder surgery) might be back by midseason. 

 

Indians’ Josh Donaldson set to play in back-to-back games; Mike Clevinger nearing goal of pitching 200 innings 

by Beacon Journal/Ohio.com 

CLEVELAND: Now that the tarps have been taken down in the clubhouse and the champagne corks have been cleaned up, the Indians can 
officially turn their attention solely to preparations for the postseason, although that was only a technicality in a divisional race that was over 

months ago. 

 



The Indians clinched their third consecutive American League Central title on Saturday, allowing them to unveil a post-celebration lineup — 

giving many of their regulars a day of rest — before Monday’s off day. 

 

“If I had to draw it up, this is exactly how I would have drawn it up,” manager Terry Francona said. 

 
The Indians have 13 games remaining on their schedule with plenty still to sort out. At the top of the list is Josh Donaldson, who is still building 

up volume before Game 1 of the American League Division Series on Oct. 5, when the Indians will most likely travel to Houston to face the 

defending champion Astros. 

 

Donaldson is set to take the next step starting Tuesday, when he’ll play in back-to-back games for the first time since joining the Indians, 

according to Francona. Donaldson could also see some time at designated hitter to balance playing time with rest. 

 

Donaldson is 2-for-13 with the Indians, with one of those hits a towering home run, and he’s also driven several balls to the warning track. 

Donaldson’s swing, for the last few years one of the most dangerous in baseball, has looked up to speed. 

 
“It looks terrific,” Francona said. “He’s so violent, but he’s on time. I used to [watch] when he was on the other team how many good swings he 

could take. Even when he fouled a ball back, you’re like, ‘Jeez.’ … When he misses, you can almost hear it. It’s unbelievable.” 

 

On track 

Mike Clevinger’s goal heading into the season was clear: he wanted to be effective and efficient enough to log 200 major-league innings. Thus 

far, he’s remained on that path and proved to be another talented arm in a what had already been loaded starting rotation. 

 

Clevinger is 12-8 with a 3.06 ERA, 3.42 FIP and 196 strikeouts in 188 1/3 innings this season, and after his latest outing on Saturday was fifth 

in the American League in innings. So, figuring he has two appearances left, he’s right on track to accomplish his goal. 

 
And Clevinger seems to be handling himself just fine. After posting a 2.21 ERA with a 9.6 K/9 rate in six August starts, he has a 2.00 ERA with 

24 strikeouts in 18 innings in three September outings. 

 

His fastball velocity has also steadily jumped. According to Brooks Baseball, Clevinger’s fastball in April averaged 93.3 and hovered between 

94.2 and 94.6 from May to August. In September, it’s averaged 95.09. 

 

Even so, as a pitcher who is handling a heavy workload, Clevinger is among the players the Indians will be keeping an eye on over these last 

couple of weeks. Like many others, some extra rest might be beneficial, but only if it doesn’t take a player out of his rhythm. 

 

“We try to use common sense,” Francona said. “I think sometimes when you’re competing, if you try to — almost use the word ‘careful’ — it 
doesn’t work. You play the game the right way, and if we think we need to take a guy out of a game some time, we will. 

 

“But to me, his tank looks like it’s going back up as opposed to the other way.” 

 

Cleveland Indians old guard prepares for what may be their last postseason together 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Michael Brantley was talking to a group of reporters Saturday evening in the Indians' locker room after they'd clinched the 

AL Central Division with a 15-0 win over the Tigers. 

 

Josh Tomlin snuck up behind him and poured a whole can of cold beer over his head. Brantley didn't move or jump or look surprised. He just 
smiled as the foam and beer spilled over his head and said, "I love it. I'm savoring every moment of this. This never gets old to me." 

 

The Indians have won three straight AL Central championships. They've had six straight winning seasons and made four trips to the 

postseason. Their deepest run ended in a Game 7 loss to the Cubs in the 2016 World Series. 

 

No matter, this is a new year and a new opportunity. But for the core of the Indians, the rookies who have become veterans seemingly 

overnight, it could be their last time in the postseason together. 

 

Said homegrown closer Cody Allen, "This could be my last year here. It could be a lot of guys' last year here. You don't take this for granted. 

The city of Cleveland and this organization will, no matter what happens, hold a special place in all of our hearts. We just enjoy it now and get 
ready for tomorrow when we get there." 

Allen, Brantley, Tomlin, Andrew Miller, Lonnie Chisenhall and Rajai Davis will be free agents at the end of the season. So will Josh Donaldson, 

Melky Cabrera and Oliver Perez. Jason Kipnis is signed through 2019, with a club option for 2020, but there is no guarantee he'll be back. 

 

In 2013, Terry Francona's first year as manager, the Indians won a wild card spot, but lost to Tampa Bay, 4-0. In 2016, they won the division 

and the AL pennant, but couldn't convert a 3-1 lead into the organization's first World Series championship since 1948. Last year they won 102 

games in the regular season, but lost to the wild-card Yankees in the ALDS after taking a 2-0 lead. 

 

"All you can ask for is one chance, one moment, and make sure you embrace it," said Brantley. "That we play as a team, that we got out there 

and enjoy it, and make sure we go out there and handle our business." 
 



After Saturday's victory, before the champagne and beer started flowing, Edwin Encarnacion told his teammates to celebrate, but to remember 

that this was just the first step in a four-step process - win the division, win the ALDS, win the ALCS and win the World Series. There is still a 

long way to go. 

 

"I love what Eddy said," said Allen. "This is kind of the first step. We have our sights set on something bigger. We've earned our right to play in 
October, which is not to be taken lightly. We want to play a lot of baseball." 

The Indians drafted Tomlin in 2006 and Chisenhall and Roberto Perez in 2008. They traded for Brantley in 2008, drafted Kipnis and signed 

Jose Ramirez as a free agent in 2009. They traded for Carlos Carrasco and Corey Kluber in 2009 and 2010, respectively. They drafted 

Francisco Lindor and Allen in 2011 and traded for Trevor Bauer and Yan Gomes in 2012. 

 

"There are a lot of guys on this team who have been very fortunate to be together for a long time," said Allen. "There are a lot of homegrown 

guys here, a lot of guys who have come up in the minor leagues together. Everybody that's come on board since Tito's first year in 2013 has 

just supplemented everything that Tito and Chris (Antonetti) have put into place. So to do this with this group is very special." 

 

Kipnis said there hasn't been a lot of talk about this being the last rodeo for so many players. It was more a topic of conversation in spring 
training. 

 

"It hasn't been talked about as much, but amongst us, within that group, more or less this might be our last hurrah," said Kipnis. "There are a 

bunch of guys who are not going to be here next year with free agency and all that stuff. There's no guarantee myself, that I'll be around next 

year. 

"We don't take it for granted the time that we've had to play together and to help turn this organization around, which was our goal years ago. 

To win three division titles in a row is exciting." 

 

The Indians, the first team to clinch a division title this year, have 13 games left in the regular season. They will not go to waste for a team that 

still has many questions to answer. How will Kipnis continue to adjust to center field? Will Bauer make it back in time to help the rotation or 
bullpen as he recovers from a stress fracture in his right leg? Will the Indians use a three- or four-man rotation in the ALDS? 

 

"If you ask the people that are still in division races, they'd rather be in our place than not," said Kipnis. "You can rest guys. You can line up your 

starting rotation. There is a bunch of advantages of clinching early. You might not have the adrenaline rush of a tight division race, but you do 

have time to get yourself organized." 

 

Not to mention enjoying the moment, no matter how long it lasts. 

 

Cleveland Indians, Chicago White Sox series preview, pitching matchups 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Here is the preview and pitching matchups for the Indians' series against the White Sox. 

 

Where/when: Progressive Field, Tuesday through Thursday. 

 

TV/radio: SportsTime Ohio, WTAM and WMMS will carry the series. 

 

Pitching matchups and starting times: LHP Carlos Rodon (6-5, 3.10) vs. RHP Corey Kluber (18-7, 2.91) Tuesday at 7:10 p.m.; RHP Dylan 

Covey (5-13, 5.64) vs. RHP Carlos Carrasco (16-9, 3.43) Wednesday at 7:10 p.m. and RHP James Shields (7-16, 4.53) vs. RHP Josh Tomlin 

(1-5, 6.49) Thursday at 7:10 p.m. 

 
Series: The Indians lead the White Sox, 10-3, this season. The White Sox lead overall, 1,084-1,074. 

 

Hot pitchers: Kluber is 2-0 in two starts against the White Sox this year, throwing 13 scoreless inning with 17 strikeouts. Rodon is 5-2 with a 

2.57 ERA in his last 12 starts. He has a .177 batting average against and a 1.09 WHIP in that stretch. 

 

Hot hitters: Yandy Diaz is hitting .391 (9-for-23) with 10 RBI with runners in scoring position for the Indians. Adam Engle is hitting .304 (28-for-

92) over the last 27 games for the White Sox. 

 

Team updates: The Indians, 4-6 in their last 10 games, are 6-0 against the White Sox at Progressive Field this year. They clinched their third 

straight AL Central title on Saturday. The White Sox have won three of their last four games and are 10-10 in their last 20. Chicago batters have 
struck out an MLB single-season record 1,444 times in 2018. 

 

Disabled list:  White Sox - RHP Danny Farquhar (brain hemorrhage), LF Leury Garcia (left hamstring), RHP Miguel Gonzalez (right shoulder) 

and RHP Michael Kopech (right elbow) are on the disabled list. 

 

Indians - RHP Trevor Bauer (right fibula), OF Leonys Martin (illness), CF Tyler Naquin (right hip), OF Lonnie Chisenhall (left calf), RHP Nick 

Goody (right elbow), RHP Danny Salazar (right shoulder) and RHP Cody Anderson (right elbow) are on the disabled list. 

 

Next: Boston visits Progressive Field for a three-game series starting Friday night. 

 
Chris Assenheimer: Overlooking the Indians in the postseason might be easy to do, but it's definitely not advisable 

Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle-TelegramPublished on Sept. 18, 2018 | Updated 6:49 a. m. 

  



The Indians are underdogs again. It’s a role that suited them quite well in 2016. 

 

As the favorites last year? Not so much. 

 

I know what you did two, three, 70 years ago doesn’t mean much. Heck, what you did two months ago doesn’t mean much, either. 
 

Still, this has a little of that same old Cleveland against the world feeling — the one when after losing Carlos Carrasco and Michael Brantley to 

injury, the Indians were sweeping the Red Sox in the ALDS to bring an end to likely Hall of Famer David Ortiz’s career. Trevor Bauer was trying 

to start with four fingers on his pitching hand and minor leaguer Ryan Merritt was beating the Blue Jays in the ALCS and the Indians were (no 

business-ingly) taking the best team in baseball, the Chicago Cubs, to seven games in the World Series. 

 

It’s 2018 and everyone’s counting out the Tribe again. 

 

I get it. 

 
The Indians, as a whole, played uninspiring baseball — maybe a little above average — for a large part of the year, coasting to the finish line in 

the Central Division, which was not arguably the weakest division in the majors. 

 

Record-wise (83-66) through Sunday, they were barley in the top five. No, not in the majors ... IN THE AMERICAN LEAGUE! 

 

That’s not all. 

 

The Indians will enter the postseason with the status of their best starting pitcher (at least this year), Bauer, and their top reliever, Andrew 

Miller, in question thanks to injuries. 

 
Miller recently returned from his third stint on the disabled list and Bauer, who WAS a strong candidate to win the AL Cy Young award, is still on 

the DL with a stress fracture in his right leg — an injury that has sidelined him since Aug. 12. 

 

Throw in an outfield of All-Star Michael Brantley alongside another Jason Kipnis experiment in center and Melky Cabrera in right, and a bullpen 

that has been up-and-down all season and I can see why people aren’t banking on the Indians ending their 70-year championship drought. 

 

On the other Brad Hand (see what I did there?), I can also see why some — there are a few out there, I think — that believe they will. And with 

good reason, in this man’s not-so-humble opinion. 

 

Last time I perused Cleveland’s roster there was a top-shelf rotation with 11⁄2 Cy Young candidates in Bauer (because no one knows which 

pitcher will return from the injured list), two-time winner Corey Kluber and right-hander Carlos Carrasco — plus another guy named Mike 

Clevinger, who owns a 12-8 record and 3.06 ERA over 30 starts, should manager Terry Francona choose to employ a four-man rotation in the 

Division Series — something he didn’t do in last year’s loss to the Yankees. 

 

There’s also a couple of dudes named Francisco Lindor and Jose Ramirez, MVP candidates in a lineup full of producers with track records, 

including Edwin Encarnacion, who entered the season with more home runs and RBIs than anyone in the majors from 2012-17 and had already 

hit 31 homers and driven in 99 runs in 126 games through Sunday. 

 

Michael Brantley, one of the game’s best hitters, made the All-Star team for the second straight year, only this time (knock on wood), he is 

poised to enter October healthy and after playing a full season for the first time since 2015. 
 

Oh, and did ya hear about the new guy, 2015 AL MVP Josh Donaldson? He’s been sidelined with injuries for most of the season, but he hit a 

grand slam in his first rehab game, homered again in another minor league postseason game and by Josh did it again when it counted to tie 

one on the major league level Friday night at Progressive Field. 

 

With Donaldson in the lineup the other day, the Indians employed a former All-Star at every sing;e position on the diamond. I know someone 

will write and tell me as soon as they can, but when’s the last time that’s ever happened? 

 

Unless we’re talking about an alumni softball gathering, that sounds like a team capable of winning a meaningful professional baseball 

championship. 
 

Look, I’m not saying the Indians are going to win the World Series. Then again, I’m not saying they’re not. They have what it takes. 

 

And ya know why everyone always says anything can happen in the postseason? 

 

Because it’s true. 

 

Gammons: Lessons learned on prospects, trades and the circuitous path to a championship 

By Peter Gammons Sep 17, 2018  13   

As some teams run for October and some prepare for February, one of the most interesting trends of the post-All-Star break season is that 
there were not any truly shocking deals. There were meaningful trades, of course. The Cubs, as was the case in 2016, made the most 

significant moves, acquiring Cole Hamels and Daniel Murphy. The Dodgers changed their team with Manny Machado, Brian Dozier and Ryan 

Madson. The Yankees arguably acquired the best starting pitcher of the AL contenders, in J.A. Happ. Roberto Osuna and Brad Hand may turn 



out to fill vital roles for the Astros and Indians, respectively, in a postseason that skews towards bullpens; remember, the Cubs and Indians 

understood that in 2016, and ended up playing a 10th inning in the seventh game of the World Series because they traded for Aroldis Chapman 

and Andrew Miller. (And Brian Cashman understood it, which is why he made the most of those trades and now has Gleyber Torres and Justus 

Sheffield.) 

 
“One thing that dominated the July trade discussions is that so many teams have begun to obsess about prospects, and how they’d rather hold 

onto prospects than take the chance to win (now),” says one NL GM. Another, who tried to trade pieces for prospects, says the same thing, in 

frustration. Interestingly, it was the Pirates who traded three Baseball America/MLB Pipeline prospects for three years of Chris Archer. That 

turned out to be a road to spring training story, but it was bold. 

 

There is so much said today about “The No. 7 rated prospect” or “The team’s third-best prospect” that we forget how much these lists change. 

Give the Indians’ Chris Antonetti and Mike Chernoff credit. They run a small-market team with severely limited resources, but in 2016 they dealt 

top prospects for Miller, and this summer they traded Francisco Mejía for bullpen help and absorbed $1 million to take a shot with Josh 

Donaldson. 

 
But, as another GM pointed out, look at how they built this team that has been so successful since 2016. He went back to the 2012 Baseball 

America prospects ratings. “The Cleveland farm system was rated 29th among the 30 teams,” says the GM. “They had (Corey) Kluber rated as 

their seventh best starting pitching prospect (he never made a top 100 list). Cody Allen was down the list, considered dreadful. José Ramírez 

wasn’t in their top 30. Roberto Pérez wasn’t listed as a prospect. Eric Haase, who is a very good young catcher now in the big leagues, wasn’t 

listed. Hey, Jesús Aguilar was their 25th best prospect. The organization was the second-worst overall, and they had a two-time Cy Young 

Award winner (Kluber), potentially this year’s MVP (Ramírez), a solid closer (Allen) and they’re finishing first three straight years.” 

 

Like the Indians, the Cubs also know how to rebuild. They traded Scott Feldman to the Orioles for Jake Arrieta and Pedro Strop. They traded 

Ryan Dempster and got Kyle Hendricks. They traded Matt Garza — who cost the previous regime Chris Archer — for Carl Edwards Jr. And 

they traded Torres for Chapman, and Eddie Vedder’s “Someday We’ll Go All The Way” was fulfilled. And this year, they acquired Hamels and 
Murphy, proven October winners. 

 

One GM says Billy Beane has always been the fearless master of the trading season. He traded Addison Russell to get Jeff Samardzija and 

dealt Yoenis Céspedes for Jon Lester to make the playoffs. He’s traded pieces to get 2018 stars like Blake Treinen, and this season he’s 

acquired Jeurys Familia, Fernando Rodney and Mike Fiers for a young team loaded with positional talent and a starting rotation plagued by 

injuries. GM David Forst and Beane know players on every level with their balance of analytics and belief in their professional scouts. 

 

Beane has understood that if one gets past the All-Star Game with “a chance of hanging around,” he says, “there are a lot of teams that decide 

they’re not in it and start to look to move players. Do it right, and there are a lot of wins out there to get without giving much up. One year we 

were 43-44, but other teams started moving players and we ended up with 87 wins.” 
 

The A’s and the Indians do try to build with the draft, but with professional scouting and diligence, they are what Beane calls “transactions-

based clubs. Go up and down with our roster.” 

 

Jed Hoyer once said, “prospects are great, you have to have them, but there comes a point when you trade a prospect for a parade. Especially 

when it was 1908 to 2016.” 

 

When done right, these deals can make a contender’s present, and build for the seller’s future. Take the 2014 deadline. Red Sox general 

manager Ben Cherington knew ownership was not going to allow him to give Andrew Miller a four-year, $35-40 million deal, as much as Miller 

wished to stay in Boston. Dave Dombrowski, who once traded Miller to get Miguel Cabrera, HOF, wanted him back. Cherington and pro 
scouting director Jared Porter’s wish list was Robbie Ray. Dombrowski said he would not trade Ray, and offered other names. 

 

So Cherington made the deal with Baltimore, Miller for Eduardo Rodríguez. Miller gave the Orioles what they needed. He pitched in 23 games 

with a 1.35 earned run average and a 34-4 strikeout-walk ratio in 20 innings. Baltimore then swept the Tigers in the ALDS, winning three games 

started by Cy Young Award winners, Max Scherzer, Justin Verlander and David Price. Miller entered Game One in the sixth inning with a 3-2 

lead, got five big outs, and then the Tiger pen blew it, giving up eight runs in the eighth. The Detroit bullpen coughed up a 5-3 Verlander lead in 

Game Two. In the final game, Miller pitched a perfect eighth, helping Bud Norris close out Price, 2-1. 

 

That offseason, Miller signed with the Yankees, then went to the Indians in 2016 in a deadline deal for Sheffield and Clint Frazier, and got the 

Indians to their first world championship since 1997. Would the Tigers have won it all in 2014 with Miller? Maybe — a question similar to the 
ones in 2013 when their bullpen cost them the ALCS to the Red Sox. Would the Orioles have made it to the ALCS without him? Not likely. 

 

It’s all about logic. It was time for Gerrit Cole to move; one can argue the Yankees should have paid the price, as the Astros have for Verlander 

and Cole. It was time for Chris Sale to move on to a contender from Chicago, and while Michael Kopech and Yoán Moncada were prospect-list 

superstars, Sale has given the Red Sox two top-five Cy Young Award seasons, gives them a chance to get back into the World Series this year 

and next, four primetime seasons at a cost that is modest for his production. 

 

There are reasons teams like the Indians, A’s, Cubs, Yankees and Astros are in it. Cleveland owner Paul Dolan always deferred to first Mark 

Shapiro, then to Antonetti and Chernoff. Beane and Forst have been entrusted with decisions by ownership. Theo Epstein is a baseball 

president, Hal Steinbrenner knows Brian Cashman always puts the Yankees ahead of himself, and in Houston Jim Crane has combined trust in 
“the process” but insisted on respecting the fans and the city, and wanted to do whatever it took to get Verlander and Cole and take care of an 

MVP (José Altuve), a Cy Young (Dallas Keuchel) and a World Series MVP (George Springer) who were in the organization before Jeff Luhnow 

took over. 



There is a required patience, to realize the trail up the canyon is steep, and winding, the seasons are tedious and wearing, the post-season a 

roller-coaster ride through heaven and hell. To reach November also requires a short view and a lot of fortune. Sometimes logic has nothing to 

do with it: Kirk Gibson, David Ortiz’s grand slam, David Freese, Marwin González off Kenley Jansen, Jim Leyritz off Mark Wohlers… 

 

It’s not hard to come up with reasons that at least seven of the teams still standing could hold the trophy. That’s good for the game, and it’s 
great to respect what ingenious leadership and hard work can produce in small markets like Cleveland and Oakland. 

  


