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Back in race, Rockies face 2nd-half decisions 
Colorado sits two games back in NL West after recent hot streak 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Jul. 18th, 2018 
 
DENVER -- Reeling during the second half of June, the Rockies won 13 of their final 16 first-half games and have gone 

from potential sellers to potential buyers, sitting just two games out of first place in the National League West and two out 

of the NL Wild Card race. 

Third baseman Nolan Arenado spent the first half hitting 23 home runs and building an NL Most Valuable Player Award 

case, while shortstop Trevor Story, center fielder Charlie Blackmon, right fielder Carlos Gonzalez and left 

fielder Gerardo Parra overcame slow starts to become big contributors at the end of the first half of the season. 

Now, the real story. From Opening Day to May 29, the Rockies went 30-25, had a 4.26 starters ERA and held opponents 

to a .257 batting average and a .745 OPS, not off the charts but decent. Since June 26, Colorado starters are 8-1 with a 

2.47 ERA, a .201 batting average and a .571 OPS against. 

Current status: Hold 

If form holds in an NL West that has seen teams undergo dramatic ups and downs, the Rockies should be close enough 

at the non-waiver Trade Deadline to entertain several shrewd moves. But there are a couple reasons why Colorado may 

focus on holding firm, rather than all-out buying: 

• Like this past season, when the Rockies grabbed one of the NL Wild Card berths, there is a talented starting staff that by 

many assessments could use a front-line veteran. But in 2017, Colorado didn't feel comfortable parting with its pitching 
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depth nor its prospects who were in the Major League picture to get, say, a Justin Verlander. This year, the legitimate 

question is whether any of the starters expected to be available warrant parting with strong young talent. 

• A few contending teams in the American League have been a presence at recent Rockies games, obtaining information 

just in case the team struggles and decides to sell. Righty reliever Adam Ottavinoand second baseman DJ 

LeMahieu are the top targets. Teams with specific holes could take a gander at Gonzalez and Parra, or even 

starter Chad Bettis if he regains his form after the blister on his right middle finger heals. 

What they are seeking 

The right-handed side of bullpen is getting stronger, after high-salaried pickups Bryan Shaw (three years, $27 million) 

and Wade Davis (three years, $52 million) addressed issues that reduced their effectiveness early in the season. Also, 

Ottavino -- on the short list of the Rockies' first-half MVP candidates -- overcame a left oblique strain that sent the 'pen 

into a tizzy in his absence. But can the Rockies improve from the left side? Jake McGee (three years, $27 million) 

and Chris Rusinhave both struggled. They've had several solid outings recently, but haven't reached pennant-race 

consistency. 

What they have to offer 

If the Rockies address the bullpen, it's instructive to look at how they obtained righty Pat Neshek from the Phillies and 

catcher Jonathan Lucroy from the Rangers just before last year's Deadline. Those deals showed that it's a misnomer to 

say the Rox won't deal prospects for players on expiring contracts.  Two of the players Colorado sent to Philadelphia for 

Neshek are on the Phillies' Top 30 Prospects list per MLB Pipeline -- infielder Jose Gomez (No. 16) and righty reliever 

J.D. Hammer (24). Outfielder Pedro Gonzalez, who was dealt for Lucroy, is No. 9 on the Rangers' list. 

Possible scenario 

For a deal for anyone who adds to the Rockies' payroll to occur, general manager Jeff Bridich might need to do a selling 

job to ownership. That's especially true in the bullpen, where the club could reasonably decide to trust its investments. 

Because the Rockies have been quiet about whom they seek -- if they're even seeking at all -- no names have been 

connected to the team. But if lefty relief is the way to go, it might be smart to look at last year's strategy. The Rox 

approached teams that weren't in the race who were looking for legitimate prospects that they didn't have to immediately 

put on the Major League 40-man roster. 
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Post-Manny deals to look for in the NL West 
By AJ Cassavell MLB.com @AJCassavell 
7:22 AM MDT 
 
The days leading up to the July 31 non-waiver Trade Deadline always feature a handful of twists and turns. Even for those 

involved in the day-to-day operations of clubs, the Deadline can be hard to predict. 

That said, we can narrow the scope of what might happen with a small bit of information. What are teams looking for? 

Which players might fit best? 

Recently, MLB.com asked a handful of front-office and scouting types about the needs surrounding every club in the 

National League West.  

D-backs 

The D-backs' offense struggled early this season, but the consensus seems to be that it's likelier they will look to acquire 

pitching help. The rotation has taken a step back from last year's group, and the bullpen -- while solid -- could stand to add 

some depth. 

NL front-office member: "Diamondbacks need pitching, both rotation and in the bullpen. Even though their offense has 

been kind of shaky, they're getting [A.J.] Pollock back, and I don't think they're looking at any major offensive upgrades. I 

don't think that's what they're looking for unless it's someone with years of control. But what they're really looking for is 

pitching." 

Dodgers 

The Dodgers landed Manny Machado officially on Wednesday night. Now, it's a safe bet their focus will shift to adding 

bullpen help. Kenley Jansen has been Kenley Jansen for the past 2 1/2 months. But the rest of the 'pen has been 

substandard compared with the group that helped bring them an NL pennant last season. 

AL front-office member: "Dodgers will acquire Machado … Then they will also be looking for help in the 'pen.". 18th, 

2018 

Giants 

The Giants aren't a complete team by any stretch. But they might have a hard time adding a big-name piece at the Trade 
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Deadline. They could use some pitching help, but they're already close to the luxury tax threshold and are firmly 

committed to staying below that mark. 

AL front-office member: "They have a mandate from ownership to not get to the Competitive Balance Tax in 2018. That 

is why they made a recent deal with Texas to get further down, giving up a good prospect to do it. Giants need some 

veterans to step it up offensively in the second half, most notably [Hunter] Pence, [Andrew] McCutchen, [Joe] Panik, and 

should have [Evan] Longoria back in August. They'd like to add another bullpen arm, and with some rotation 

inconsistency, are scouting for starters, a challenge given their CBT mandate." 

Padres 

The Padres are the NL West's only sellers. And they've got quite a few pieces that could be on the move, most notably 

lefty closer Brad Hand and righty starter Tyson Ross. They'll be looking to bolster an already loaded farm system. 

NL scout: "They're fine, pitching-wise. Most of those guys are a couple years away. But if they're going to get prospects, 

I'd guess they want a hitter. I think long-term, it's the offense that needs help. Their pitching will be very good." 

Rockies 

Two weeks ago, the Rockies weren't yet certain if they'd be buyers or sellers at the Trade Deadline. Then they went 10-2 

in that stretch, and it certainly sounds as though they're leaning toward the former. The Rockies could use some help in a 

handful of areas, but aren't desperate to upgrade on any specific spot. 

NL front-office member: "The Rockies have been more focused on pitching. I think they've talked a little bit about adding 

a bat that can move around, play multiple positions, just help out offensively. It hasn't been real specific -- like, 'We have 

to replace a first baseman or a left fielder. … They're also just looking for general pitching help." 
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Keith Law's midseason top 50 prospects update 
Keith Law | ESPN Senior Writer 

A handful of promotions earlier this season have shuffled the top of my rankings, which now feature five players signed as 

international (July 2nd) free agents in the first five slots. The list also skews quite young, with teenagers constituting more 

than 20% of the players here. Players are only eligible for this ranking if they still have rookie status and are not on a 

major league roster or disabled list as of this writing. 

19. Brendan Rodgers, SS, Colorado Rockies 

A scout at the Futures Game on Sunday described Rodgers as "quiet good": There's little flashy about his game, but he 

continues to produce, with a real breakout year in 2018 in his first season playing in a park that isn't extremely hitter 

friendly. 

Rodgers has exploded with 17 homers already for Hartford, and ranks in the top 10 in the Eastern League in homers and 

doubles, while playing solid defense at shortstop, thanks primarily to a strong throwing arm and excellent hands. He's a 40 

runner at best and I know multiple scouts who think his slowness and lack of agility will push him to second base, but he 

hasn't played himself off of shortstop yet. 

39. Peter Lambert, RHP, Colorado Rockies 

Lambert is a super competitor who fills the strike zone with four pitches, touching 4s and 5s but sitting in the low 90s, still 

showing some projection left to see his stuff improve but succeeding in double-A Hartford this year even with a lot of 

average offerings. He's in Triple-A Albuquerque, one of the worst pitcher's parks in organized baseball, right now, and has 

struggled with contact in his two outings there - but that park and division are unkind to nearly all pitchers. Since a three-

walk outing on April 14th, he has walked eight batters in total in 94.1 innings 
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Olney: How deadline dominoes will fall following Machado deal 
Buster Olney | ESPN Senior Writer 

It is true the Orioles possess some kind of all-time record for deals wrecked by failed medical examinations, and yes, their 

proposed trade of Manny Machadoto the Dodgers was slowed by a snag in the doctor review. But the trade is done, about 

24 hours after the Dodgers kicked off the production of jerseys and shirts with MACHADO stitched across the back. 

Now the dominoes will fall in a lot of different directions: 

Arizona Diamondbacks, San Francisco Giants and Colorado Rockies: There’s no getting around this possibility -- 

Machado could be the difference-maker for the Dodgers in their effort to win a sixth straight NL West title, and no matter 

who San Francisco, Arizona and/or Colorado lands before the trade deadline, no individual player acquired will likely 

offset the production Machado will generate for L.A. 

But the Diamondbacks, Rockies and Giants have been engaged with other teams, looking to plug holes. Rival evaluators 

say the Diamondbacks are highly motivated to follow up on their fast start, in what may be a narrowing window of 

opportunity: center fielder A.J. Pollock and pitcher Patrick Corbin are headed into free agency in the fall. The Giants are 

looking for bullpen help, albeit with little payroll flexibility, and have talked to the Mets about Jeurys Familia. The Rockies 

finished the first half strongly, winning 13 of their last 16 games, and have seen their starting pitching gradually improve. 
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Winning isn't the only thing: Realistic second-half goals for all 30 teams 
Sam Miller | ESPN.com 
 

Before the season, we wanted to define what success would look like for every major league team this year. We believe in 

a broad definition of success, and we tried to appreciate that a single great memory or an unexpected breakout can make 

a 76-win season worthwhile. 

Although, of course, 96-win seasons are usually more worthwhile. 

We're more than halfway through the season, and this is an early assessment: How have things gone by the standards 

each team might have set for itself, and what, if any, resetting of goals is appropriate for the second half? 

Two notes about what's in the parentheses after team names: "Projected wins" is how many games the team is likely to 

win, according to Baseball Prospectus' rest-of-season simulations. It is not what a team is on pace for but a combination 

of actual record and projected second half. Playoff odds are the chances each team has of making the division series -- 

either winning their division or winning the wild card and the wild-card game. We're ranking by a metric we devised called 

SUCCESS, which is actually just the word success but in all capital letters. 

 

15. Colorado Rockies (83 projected wins, 13.5 playoff odds) 

The Good Stuff: This is probably one of the three or four best starting rotations the Rockies have ever had, tied for 

seventh in the majors in WAR, entirely 29 or younger and making a combined $4.25 million this year. 

The Bad Stuff: The offseason plan was to build a super bullpen out of expensive free agents and stuff. The Rockies' 

bullpen has been one of the league's worst. The other offseason plan was to sign Charlie Blackmon to a sweet, six-year 

extension that would keep him from hitting free agency. They completed the deal on April 4, and Blackmon's offensive 

numbers have gotten worse, and his fielding numbers (grain of salt, as with all half-season fielding metrics) have gotten 

unsustainable. He's below replacement level overall, and that's how big plans for midmarket teams often go awry. 

Success Reset: Make the playoffs. 
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Forrest Wall might lag a bit behind top prospect and Little League teammate Brendan Rodgers, but he’s making 
his way up the Rockies’ ladder 
Special to The Athletic - 4h ago | By John Altavilla 
 

HARTFORD, Ct. — The team was called the Florida Cats and, in retrospect, there probably wasn’t a better Little League 

all-star baseball team in the state when Forrest Wall and Brendan Rodgers played for them more than a decade ago. 

“We were a powerhouse team,” Wall said this week standing outside the clubhouse of the Hartford Yard Goats, the 

Rockies’ Double-A affiliate in the Eastern League. 

Think about this: Rodgers was just 9 and the team’s catcher, along with doing a little pitching and playing some infield. 

Wall was only 10 and shifted from third to shortstop. 

“Yeah, we both were really good players back then,” said Rodgers. “And we hit one and two in the lineup, just like we do 

here (in Hartford). I enjoyed catching, but I don’t think I’d enjoy it as much at this level. It was fun. I was pretty good back 

there. But then I got hooked on the infield and I stuck with it.” 

When it was time for high school, Rodgers played for Lake Mary (Fla.), an enormous public school. Wall played at 

Orangewood Christian in Maitland, Fla., a small private school. The schools were separated by less than 10 miles, which 

did little to diminish the friendship. 

“I almost transferred there when I was a junior,” said Rodgers. “I wanted to play with Forrest, who was a senior at the 

time. We would have had a great team.” 

Still, no one could have imagined how these childhood friends would soon be reunited, in such a similar way, in 

professional baseball. 

In 2014, Wall, by then a second baseman at Orangewood, was drafted in the first round (35th overall) by the Rockies. 

Then in 2015, Rodgers, by then a shortstop at Lake Mary, was selected third overall by the Rockies. 

Three years later, they are together again. 

“I know. It’s crazy to think about,” said Rodgers. “We’ve known each other since we were 8 and now we’re 21 (Rodgers) 

and 22 (Wall), playing together and as close as we’ve ever been. It’s fun. We live close to each other at home and work 

out together. We do pretty much everything together. We are very similar.” 

But now, at this point in their development, Rodgers is without a doubt far ahead of his friend. 
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Just last weekend, Rodgers, batting .270 with 17 homers and 58 RBIs in Hartford, played nine innings for the USA in the 

Future’s All-Star Game in Washington, going 1-for-4 with a double. Not only might he be a September call-up, but he likely 

will be given every chance to win a starting job on the Rockies’ infield in 2019, especially if DJ LeMahieu leaves through 

free agency. 

Meanwhile, Wall was playing center field for the Yard Goats during a series in Harrisburg, Pa. He was 4-for-11 with a 

home run and two RBIs to raise his average 11 points to .236 and provide signs he’s swinging the bat with authority 

again. 

Consider that on July 12, after hitting a two-run homer in the second inning and a double in the fifth, Harrisburg right 

fielder Zach Collier had to climb the wall in right in the ninth to rob Wall of a two-out, two-run shot that would have given 

Hartford a one-run lead. 

“That was probably the coolest catch I’ve ever seen,” said Wall. “I was shocked and obviously mad because it would have 

put us up a run. But at the same time, I tip my cap to him. It was amazing.” 

Wall, who received a $2 million signing bonus, was a shortstop in high school with exceptional foot and bat quickness until 

a labrum injury to his throwing shoulder necessitated his move to second. In the history of the draft prior to 2014, only 10 

second basemen had ever been selected in the first round. 

“I think that’s because shortstops are generally the best athletes on the field and you can always put them at second 

base, if that’s where you need them,” said Yard Goats manager Warren Schaeffer. 

During the 2016 season with Class-A Modesto, Wall hit .264, but had a league-leading 32 errors in 117 games at second 

base. At the Instructional League season that followed, the Rockies decided to shift him to center field, a position Wall 

said he’d played only in high school showcase tournaments. 

Zach Wilson, the Rockies’ director of player development, said he thought Wall’s speed, particularly his catch-up capacity, 

made him a perfect candidate for a position change. 

Things were going well with the transition last season in Class-A Lancaster through the first 22 games. Wall was hitting 

.299 when misfortune struck again during a May game. 

“I was playing center,” said Wall. “The hitter had two strikes on him and I had I shaded him to the opposite field. The 

pitcher was supposed to come inside with a fastball, but I guess the pitch ended up center-cut and he crushed it into the 

right-center gap. I put my head down and took off running and made a full extension near the warning track. I came down 
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and caught it, but my shoulder popped out. I remember trying to show the umpires that I still had the ball, but I barely 

could move my arm.” 

And that ended Wall’s season. 

Now in his fifth professional season, Wall, getting better in center field every day, joined Hartford on May 28 after hitting 

.305 with three homers and 19 RBIs in 47 games for Lancaster of the California League. 

In his first 38 games in Hartford, Wall was hitting .229 with five homers and 11 RBIs in 144 at-bats. But Schaeffer says the 

numbers are certain to rise. 

“He has a great work ethic and a beautiful swing,” stressed Schaeffer. “His outfield play has improved over the years. He’s 

getting good reads and jumps on balls. He’s fast, he can really run. He’s a good defender. He’s a good player, dude. He 

has a chance to be a very good player.” 
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Colorado Rockies: How they can overcome the Manny Machado addition 

by Kevin Henry - 4 hours ago | RoxPile 

Well, it happened, Colorado Rockies fans. The Los Angeles Dodgers used their deep pockets to once again land 

a prized player and add to the difficulty level for the Rockies (or any other team) to knock them off the top of the 

National League West. 

Manny Machado is now a member of the Dodgers. Likely a rental (and one that cost the Dodgers some valued 

prospects and quite a bit in the short-term), Machado will take the place of the injured Corey Seager at shortstop and 

add another strong bat to an already tough Los Angeles lineup. 

Many Rockies fans heard the news and likely shook their heads, perhaps even uttering a curse word or two. I get it … and 

don’t blame you. I did too, even though the rumors had been swirling for a while. Colorado has played like world-beaters 

over the last few games, winning 13 of their last 16 games and finishing the first half of the season with a 51-45 mark. 

That run has put the Rockies two games behind the Dodgers in their quest to win their first-ever division title. Now, Los 

Angeles has a big reinforcement to try to keep Colorado at bay. 

As we wrote about in this recent article, Machado entering the division changes the division. It doesn’t help the Rockies 

at all. However, it doesn’t mean that the situation is hopeless. It just means that the Rockies are going to have to respond 

and overcome. 

How, you ask? Well, there are really two ways that could happen. 

First, Colorado keep playing the way that it has, combining quality starting pitching and timely hitting and translating those 

two aspects into wins. As Nolan Arenado has said in the past, all the Rockies can do is control what they can control … 

and that means winning games and playing as well as they can. 

Second, Colorado general manager Jeff Bridich can make an impact move to try to offset the Machado acquisition. Will 

the Rockies land someone as talented as the former Baltimore infielder? That’s unlikely to happen. However, if the 

Rockies can bring someone in like they did last year when Pat Neshek and Jonathan Lucroy joined the team before the 

trade deadline and strengthen an area of the team that needs to be stronger (middle-to-late relief being the first thought) 

without giving up too much in return, that will make a difference. 



    

12 
 

As we’ve talked about in this article, the Rockies are getting David Dahl and Carlos Estevez back from injury soon. 

Those are key pieces to Colorado’s success during the second half of the season. They could be viewed as “trade 

deadline acquisitions” in some ways. They will make an impact for Colorado and boost the outfield and bullpen, 

respectively. 

The chase for the National League West isn’t over, Rockies fans. Is it tougher now? You bet. Is it impossible? Not at all. If 

Colorado can sustain their level of play they exhibited just before the break, it’s going to be a fun race to the finish in the 

division. 
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Colorado Rockies closer to 1st after the break than in 2017 

by Luke Mullins - 20 hours ago | RoxPile 
 

The Colorado Rockies’ last two weeks have gone a long way towards helping us forget a first half that felt like a 

disappointment for most of the ride. 

But despite the rough stretches, the Rockies are actually closer to first in the National League West at the All-Star break 

this season than they were last season … a season that saw them reach the playoffs. The Rockies sit just 2 games back 

of the division-leading Los Angeles Dodgers and 1.5 games back of the Arizona Diamondbacks, the team they’ll open the 

second half against. 

Last season, they were 9.5 games back of the Dodgers in the West and 2 back of Arizona for the first Wild Card spot. Of 

course, they led the second Wild Card by 7.5 games over the Chicago Cubs so they were definitely more secure in a 

playoff berth than they are today. But that “playoff appearance” was just a one-game match-up in Arizona that they 

lost in a back-and-forth slugfest that featured an Archie Bradley RBI triple. 

Currently, the Rockies are out of the playoff picture, 2 back of the Atlanta Braves for the second Wild Card and 3 back of 

the Milwaukee Brewers for the first Wild Card. However, their eyes aren’t set on another one-game playoff. No, this year, 

they have a chance for more. This year, they can make history. This is the Rockies’ 25th season in existence and they 

have never won the division. This year, they have a chance. 

The pitching and hitting have finally started to click at the same time, helping the Rockies win 13 of 16. They’ll need to 

keep it up in order to stave off the reigning NL champion Dodgers … but perhaps some help is on the way as the trade 

deadline nears. 

The Wild Card is likely to remain within reach into the fall, but the Rockies hope they don’t need it. They’re ready for a 

multi-game playoff series. They’re ready for a deep playoff run. They’re ready to make history and capture the franchise’s 

first division title. And, despite a slow start, at the break, it is well within reach. 
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The Rockies’ road to the postseason begins now 
By Aniello Piro -  July 19, 2018 | Mile High Sports 
 
The Colorado Rockies turned heads throughout the sport of baseball last season as they claimed the second wild-card 

spot in the National League en route to their first postseason berth in eight years and the third-best regular season in club 

history. The 2017 season was described as “storybook” by one player, with many others sharing similar takes on what 

was truly a miraculous season for the boys on Blake Street. 

However, if the Rockies want to make it back to the postseason and advance past its opening stages in 2018, they will 

need to make some major improvements while also fine-tuning some areas. Part of the reason the Rockies were so 

successful last year was their youth. They were the new kids on the block, and with one of the youngest rosters in the 

sport, it took time for opposing hitters and pitchers to learn the strengths and weaknesses of the Rockies. After making the 

postseason last year, however, teams now have a book on Colorado – especially their young starting rotation. 

That said, with the summer heating up, if the Rockies can manage to find a way to play consistent baseball throughout the 

duration of the season, they could once again be on their way to punching a ticket to the playoffs for the second 

consecutive season. 

Now, getting deep into the postseason is a tall task – but not impossible. In most sports, big-market franchises usually 

dominate year in and year out; however, in baseball, small markets have developed a way to contend with the big dogs, 

becoming perennial playoff contenders. Colorado, a relatively small market, is in a position to follow teams like the Kansas 

City Royals and Houston Astros, who have each won championships in the past three years. Other teams, like the 

Cleveland Indians and Chicago Cubs, who squared off in the 2016 World Series, each reflect the modern-day tactics used 

to build a team consistently vying for the postseason. 

The Rockies are built like these teams in the sense that their core players have all been acquired or developed through 

time within the organization. That core, if it matures properly this season, could be good enough to propel the Rockies 

back to the postseason. But, if they want to have a real chance at a berth, or better yet, pushing deep into the postseason, 

they’ll likely need to acquire assets to fortify their roster. Trades such as the Aroldis Chapman deal to the Cubs and the 

Justin Verlander trade to the Astros were essential trades that pushed each respective team through the postseason and 

into baseball history. That type of a trade would require a massive haul of Colorado’s rich farm system, but winning comes 

at a cost, and a game-changing addition to the starting rotation or bullpen may be what it takes to take the Rockies to the 

top. 
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The Rockies are a melting pot of talent and it is up to manager Bud Black to mold the team into one that can take the next 

step, potentially an elusive task for Black, who does not have a postseason win in his career as a manager. Like his team, 

Black is learning how to win consistently in the hunt for October. 

Colorado has spent boat-loads of money in the past couple of years to enhance the team. One of the biggest moves the 

Rockies made this past happened last offseason, when they constructed the most expensive bullpen in baseball history. 

Colorado invested over $45 million towards their bullpen in the offseason and had upwards of $100 million guaranteed to 

the pen entering the season. The offseason was highlighted by the signings of Wade Davis and Bryan Shaw in addition to 

the re-signing of Jake McGee. In the previous offseason, Colorado signed Ian Desmond to a five-year, $70 million deal in 

addition the signing of relief pitcher Mike Dunn. 

General Manager Jeff Bridich has invested a hefty amount into the club over the past few seasons in an attempt to build a 

championship contender. Bridich’s moves are significant enough to demand results. Pair this aggressive new stance with 

an outstanding core that’s come up through the system – recent All-Stars Nolan Arenado, Charlie Blackmon, DJ 

LeMahieu and Trevor Story – and there’s no grey area in terms of expectation. Outside the core doesn’t drop off much 

either; Colorado’s supporting cast, with Gerardo Parra, Carlos Gonzalez and David Dahl among others, offers depth, 

power and experience. Colorado’s farm system is deep, which will give them flexibility throughout the season. Players like 

Ryan McMahon, Carlos Estevez, Antonio Senzatela, and Raimel Tapia will all likely bounce around between the minor 

leagues and “The Show”. 

The Rockies captured lightning in a bottle last season and were able to make it back to the postseason for the first time in 

nearly a decade. Now, in the midst of what they hope will be a successful follow-up season, the Rockies find themselves 

being tested. A hot start that saw the Rockies leading the NL West has cooled off more than once. Turning up the heat – 

growing and maturing, while also being mindful of how past champions were constructed – will be the charge from now 

until September. 

The strengths and successes from last year must somehow must resurface at 20th and Blake. To begin the summer, the 

Rockies were widely believed to be the local team closest to a title. Will that notion survive long enough to see another 

‘Rocktober’? Bridich and Co. have spent millions to find out. 

*** 
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VITALS 

Last postseason appearance: 2017, lost National League Wild Card 

Best-ever finish: 2007 National League Champions, swept by Boston in the World Series 

Last season’s results: 87-75, 3rd in the National League West, second NL Wild Card 

Current status: 51-45, third place in the NL West   

*** 

ONE MAN’S OPINION 

“The starting pitching must give Buddy Black innings and quality starts so the bullpen isn’t overextended constantly. The 

offense must absolutely turn it around, put the ball in play more often and Colorado must get back to their winning ways at 

home before any idea of Colorado back in the playoffs starts to reappear.” 

Ronnie Kohrt, executive producer Mile High Sports Radio 

*** 

WHAT THE ROX HAVE 

Bats – Listen, since their conception as a franchise, the Rockies strength always has and always will be their hitting. Year 

in and year out, the Rockies’ offense consistently ranks atop the leaderboards in key statistics such as team batting 

average, home runs, RBI and hits. Although the bats struggled to get going in the early portions of the 2018 season, the 

club has a prolonged history at finding their stride at the plate throughout the course 162 games. 

1-2-3 Punch – The Rockies have one of the best 1-2-3 combinations of individual talents in baseball. Colorado’s trio of 

players in Nolan Arenado, Charlie Blackmon and DJ LeMahieu provide the Rockies with one of the best cores in baseball. 

All three players are All-Stars, with Blackmon and LeMahieu each claiming batting titles in the past two seasons. All three 

players are in the midst of their primes, with 2018 potentially being the last season they all share the field together due to 

upcoming free agency – meaning, their time to win is now. 
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Adam Ottavino – Amidst the Rockies’ big name, offseason acquisition,s Ottavino has been the team’s best relief pitcher 

this season, featuring a minuscule ERA and WHIP. If Ottavino can continue to lock down the back end of games for the 

Rockies, he could be the driving force that gets Colorado to the postseason once again. 

*** 

WHAT THE ROX NEED 

The ‘pen – Exiting June, the Rockies relief corps ranked within the bottom five in the majors. That stings, but making 

matters worse is (was) the expectation of this particular group. The revamped bullpen, which includes the lucrative 

signings of Wade Davis and Bryan Shaw, must live up to its billing. If it doesn’t, Rockies fans know how this story ends. 

Home Cookin’ – Or is it cooking at home? In most situations, teams in any sport usually have success when playing at 

home, but struggle when on the road. Historically, that has undeniably been the case with the Rockies. Oddly, the 

opposite has been true this season. Having a losing record in games played at Coors Field just won’t work. 

Youthful Uprising – The strength of the Rockies last season, ironically, was the team’s young pitching staff. Starters who 

weren’t necessarily expected to be major contributors were. And this season, with one more season under their collective 

belt, they’re not. If the young guns return to form, things should turn for the better. 

TWITTER POLL RESULTS 

We asked you what the Rockies need to do to make the postseason this year. Here are the results: 

Avoid taxing the bullpen – 14% 

Hit better – 4% 

Make a big move at the deadline – 28% 

Hope an earthquake sinks all of California – 54% 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT… 

Some of MLB’s most recent champions have captured titles by building internally and then making a deal at the trade 

deadline, essentially at the “point of optimization,” which is exactly where Colorado is now. The Rockies may want to take 

a page out of the history book. 
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