
Clevinger shows Angels what they're missing 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com 
ANAHEIM -- In a span of three pitches, Mike Clevinger showed Angels fans what could have been Monday night. During a first-inning battle 
with Mike Trout, the Indians starter fired a trio of fastballs, the last in the sequence whizzing by the superstar's bat for a strikeout. 
 
Clevinger's audience at Angel Stadium let out a collective groan, and there would be plenty more to follow throughout the Tribe's 6-0 victory 
over the Angels. Edwin Encarnacion highlighted Cleveland's offense with an improbable inside-the-park home run and Clevinger succeeded in 
his mission to once again pitch well against the team that traded him away. 
"It's good fun. I came up there," Clevinger said. "I know a lot of people over there. I always want to leave a good impression, no matter where I 
am." 
Over the weekend, Clevinger flashed a grin when it was mentioned he would be facing the Angels in his 2018 debut. There is no deep-seeded 
grudge -- the Angels' front office has undergone changes since Clevinger was dealt to Cleveland as a Minor Leaguer in 2014 -- but the pitcher 
said facing his old organization is a "personal battle" that he enjoys. 
 
Clevinger won the battle Monday night, logging 5 1/3 shutout innings with four hits allowed and five strikeouts against a pair of walks. 
 
When Clevinger was sent to the Indians in August of '14 in exchange for reliever Vinnie Pestano, the pitcher was coming off Tommy John 
surgery on his right elbow and had a delivery in need of an overhaul. Clevinger adjusted his mechanics, learned to channel his high level of 
intensity and is now poised to log a lot of innings as the No. 4 starter in the Indians' deep and talented rotation. 
 
"He's a young, improving pitcher and we're enjoying watching it," Indians manager Terry Francona said. "When he commands the strike zone 
and works ahead in the count, it's like night and day. When he first came up, he'd kind of pick it a little bit, he'd fall behind and he kind of paid 
the price for it." 
 
Encarnacion put the Indians on the board with his unlikely trip around the bases in the second inning. The designated hitter drove an 0-1 pitch 
from Angels starter JC Ramirez to deep left, where the ball eluded left fielder Justin Upton and bounced off the yellow portion of the padded 
wall. Upton hesitated before retrieving the ball and his throw sailed beyond the cutoff man. 
 
By that point, it was too late anyway. Encarnacion hustled around the bases as fast as his legs would carry him, which was 18.86 seconds from 
home to home, per Statcast™. Upon reaching the dugout, Encarnacion was greeted by high-fives along with laughter from his Tribe 
teammates. 
 
Video: Must C Curious: Encarnacion's inside-the-park homer 
 
"I'm still tired," Encarnacion joked after the win. "It was a lot of running, but I like it. It's good. I saw when the ball hit the wall. I knew I had a 
good chance to make it." 
 
Two more home runs -- the traditional variety -- helped the Indians build a 5-0 lead by the fourth inning, chasing Ramirez after 4 2/3 frames. In 
the fourth, Yonder Alonso led off with a no-doubter into the right-field seats for his second homer of the season and Tyler Naquin later followed 
suit with his first shot of the year, a two-run homer off Ramirez. 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Zimmer manufactures a run: One inning after Encarnacion's fluke home run, the Indians used another defensive breakdown from the Angels to 
extend their lead to 2-0. After reaching on an infield single, Bradley Zimmer stole second and advanced to third on a passed ball by Martin 
Maldonado, the Angels' Gold Glove Award-winning catcher. Maldonado corralled the ball and tried to throw to third to nab Zimmer, but his throw 
went wide of Luis Valbuena, allowing Zimmer to score. 
 
Naquin spreads game open: Following a 1-for-8 showing in the Tribe's season-opening series in Seattle, Naquin helped put Monday's game 
away for the Indians. With two outs in the fourth, he ripped a 1-0 fastball from Ramirez out to right with an exit velocity of 108.2 mph, per 
Statcast™. For Naquin, it marked his first homer for Cleveland since Aug. 19, 2016, which happens to be the previous inside-the-park home run 
by an Indians batter. 
 
QUOTABLE 
"Clev's always going to give you 100 mph, no matter what. That's just the way Clev's wired, whether you're playing horse or whatever it is. He's 
going to give you everything he's got. It's special to watch, because you know exactly what you signed up for whenever you put him out there. 
It's pretty cool to watch him do it against these guys as well, especially the home opener." -- Naquin 
 
SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 
Encarnacion's home run was the second inside-the-parker of his career. The other came on Aug. 31, 2007, when the slugger was with the 
Reds. At 35 years old, Encarnacion became the oldest player to have an inside-the-park home run since Derek Jeter accomplished the feat at 
36 years of age on July 22, 2010, with the Yankees. Encarnacion is the oldest Cleveland player to have that type of homer since 1928 (Charlie 
Jamieson). 
 



The Angels have now dropped 12 straight and 16 of their last 17 games to the Indians, matching their longest losing streak in club history 
against one team. They also lost 12 consecutive games to Baltimore from 1979-80 and to Kansas City in 1975. 
 
MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 
Angels shortstop Andrelton Simmons, who finished 2-for-4, extended his hitting streak to five games after singling in the second inning and then 
dodged a pickoff attempt by Indians catcher Yan Gomes with a feet-first slide back into first base during an at-bat by Jefry Marte. The Indians 
challenged the call, but a replay review determined the ruling stands. 
WHAT'S NEXT 
Right-hander Josh Tomlin is set to make his 2018 debut for the Indians on Tuesday, when the Angels host the Tribe in a 10:07 p.m. ET tilt at 
Angel Stadium. Tomlin finished last season 6-0 with a 3.11 ERA in his final 10 appearances. 
 
Edwin rips weird homer, takes flight 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
ANAHEIM -- Edwin Encarnacion sat in the Indians' dugout, chugging water while teammate Trevor Bauer fanned the exhausted slugger with a 
towel. Encarnacion had just completed an unlikely trip around the bases on a fluke play, leading to an inside-the-park home run Monday night 
at Angel Stadium. 
 
Known for his signature home run trot, during which he hoists his right arm around the bases, Encarnacion did not have time to take his 
invisible parrot along for the ride this time. Even after the Indians' 6-0 win over the Angels, Tribe manager Terry Francona joked that he thought 
Encarnacion had time to provide the perch. 
"That's what my teammates were talking about," Encarnacion said with a laugh. "I said, 'I don't think I can make it on that one.'" 
 
The play in question unfolded in the second inning, when the slugger pulled an 0-1 pitch from Angels right-hander JC Ramirez deep down the 
left-field line, where the ball struck a yellow portion of the wall's padding. Angels left fielder Justin Upton closed in fast on the ball, but it eluded 
his grasp and bounced back into the outfield, while Encarnacion hustled around the bases. 
 
Video: CLE@LAA: Encarnacion races around the bases for a HR 
 
Upton -- thinking the fly ball was foul -- leaned over the wall for a moment before running to retrieve the ball as it rolled along the warning track. 
By the time he fired the baseball to the infield, overthrowing the cutoff man in the process, Encarnacion was around third and on his way to 
scoring. 
 
"I had no clue the ball was fair," Upton said. "I couldn't hear anything." 
 
The designated hitter is not known for his speed, but he read the play well and saw an opening. 
 
"I said, 'Oh man, I've got to make it to the plate,'" Encarnacion said. 
It was Encarnacion's effort level that convinced third-base coach Mike Sarbaugh to wave him home. 
 
"I felt he was in a good spot," Sarbaugh said, "because he was giving it a good effort at that point. So I knew he felt like he had a chance. Once 
I saw when Upton picked the ball up, I just felt good about being able to send him, just the way he had to pick it up and throw it in. I knew it was 
going to be a tough play." 
 
After crossing home plate, Encarnacion was high-fived on the field by Francisco Lindor, who could not contain his laughter. Once in the dugout, 
the slugger jokingly grabbed his chest, while utility man Erik Gonzalez offered him a cup of water. Bauer trailed behind, flapping a towel to help 
Encarnacion cool off. 
 
Encarnacion loved every second of it. 
 
"It was fun," he said. "Everybody was laughing about it. Everybody enjoyed it." 
Asked about Encarnacion's journey around the bases, Indians starter Mike Clevinger chuckled. 
 
"I kind of want to see what Statcast™ has," Clevinger said. "He was moving, so we'll see." 
 
According to Statcast™, Encarnacion made it around the bases in 18.86 seconds, marking the second-slowest home to home time on an 
inside-the-parker since May 15, 2016 (Ryan Zimmerman). Encarnacion, who ranked 420th in the Majors with a 25.6 sprint speed in 2017, 
posted a sprint speed of 24.9 feet per second on his trek against the Angels. 
 
Encarnacion's inside-the-parker was the first such home run for the Indians since Aug. 19, 2016, when Tyler Naquin delivered one in walk-off 
fashion against the Blue Jays. For comparison, Naquin made it around the bases in 15.69 seconds and had a 28.5 sprint speed. When Naquin 
finished, he slide head-first across the plate, rose to his feet and thrust an arm skyward before being crushed under a mob of teammates. 
On Monday night, Naquin was asked who did it better. 
 



"Shoot, I'd have to go out and say that I did," Naquin said. "But no, man, that's a lot of praise for Edwin. That man's had a lot of homers and it's 
not easy to get an inside-the-park home run, so that obviously says Eddie's running hard, man. He plays the game the right way and it showed 
up." 
 
At 35 years old, Encarnacion became the oldest player to turn in an inside-the-park home run since Derek Jeter did so for the Yankees at 36 on 
July 22, 2010, against the Royals. The last Indians player age 35 or older to have one was Charlie Jamieson on June 10, 1928, against 
Washington. 
 
This actually marks the second inside-the-park shot for Encarnacion, whose last one came against the Cardinals on Aug. 31, 2007, when he 
was with the Reds. That makes the slugger the first player with a 10-plus year gap between a pair of inside-the-park homers since Jeter, who 
had one in 1996 and another in 2010 (13 years, 354 days apart). 
 
The home run was quite the contrast from Sunday afternoon, when Encarnacion crushed two no-doubt blasts in a loss against the Mariners. 
After those homers, Encarnacion said he did not feel anything when the ball met the bat, even in cold conditions at Safeco Field. 
Encarnacion felt something Monday. 
 
"A lot," Encarnacion said. "It was a lot of running, but I like it." 
 
Brantley could return for Indians' home opener 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
ANAHEIM -- When the Indians head back to Cleveland later this week, Michael Brantley might be joining them at Progressive Field. There is a 
chance the All-Star left fielder will be ready to come off the disabled list and make his return to the Tribe's lineup for Friday's home opener 
against the Royals. 
 
"It could be [realistic]," Indians manager Terry Francona said prior to Monday's game against the Angels. "I think he's in a pretty good spot." 
First things first, the Indians want Brantley to get through a pair of extended spring games at the team's complex in Goodyear, Ariz. Francona 
noted the left fielder appeared in a game Monday and was scheduled to play in another Tuesday before discussing the next step with the 
team's athletic training and medical staff. 
 
Brantley is making his way back from right ankle surgery, which was performed in October after the issue limited the outfielder to 90 games last 
season. During the spring, he was unrestricted with hitting, but did not make his Cactus League debut until March 21 due to a gradual build-up 
in a running program. 
 
In recent Minor League games, Brantley resumed playing nine innings, while accumulating at-bats. It was a much different scenario this spring 
when compared to the last two preseasons, when Brantley was dealing with right shoulder and biceps troubles that limited his hitting. 
 
"It felt better for me in the fact of watching him ramp up, because he had hit so much," Francona said. "It wasn't last spring, where we're trying 
to get him going with the shoulder and it was hard, because you're checking out his at-bats. Like, he can have one here, two here. He was built 
up so much [this spring] that he could hit really as much as he wanted to." 
 
The Indians placed Brantley on the 10-day disabled list prior to Opening Day, and the left fielder will be eligible for activation in time for Friday's 
4:10 p.m. ET home opener in Cleveland. With Brantley on the shelf, Tyler Naquin (Minor League options) began the season on Cleveland's 
roster as the primary left fielder. 
 
"I've said it so many times," Francona said. "But, because of who [Brantley] is and how he plays, there's so much consistency in his game that 
you put him out in left field and you know exactly what you're getting. And that's a really good thing." 
 
Worth noting 
• Infielder Gio Urshela (10-day DL, right hamstring) will remain in Arizona to continue a baserunning segment in a running program before 
heading to Triple-A Columbus on a rehab assignment, per Francona. 
 
• Outfielder Abraham Almonte, who was designated for assignment prior to Opening Day, was claimed off waivers by the Royals on Monday. 
 
• Right-hander Ben Taylor, designated for assignment by Cleveland on Thursday, cleared waivers and was sent outright to Triple-A. 
 
Jones is Indians' top breakout prospect for '18 
By Jim Callis, Jonathan Mayo and Mike Rosenbaum MLB.com 
Cleveland: Nolan Jones, OF (No. 4 on Indians Top 30 ) 
The recipient of a nearly twice-slot-value signing bonus as the Indians' second-round pick in 2016, Jones made his pro debut in the Rookie-
level Arizona League before advancing to the Class A Short-Season New York-Penn League in 2017 and leading the circuit in on-base 
percentage (.430) and OPS (.912), with a .317 average that paced all Indians farmhands. 
 



Beyond his impressive left-handed hitting ability, Jones also boasts advanced plate discipline and an age-defying approach that helped him 
lead the NYPL in both walks (43) and OBP as a teenager. His raw power has yet to translate during games, but scouts do expect him to 
develop the above-average power befitting of a big league third baseman. 
 
"He has all of the raw natural tools to be one of the best third-base prospects in the Minor Leagues," said Indians farm director James Harris. 
"He's 19 years old and still putting it all together. We're really excited about where he is now. He's a strong kid who works hard and sees the 
ball well. He's making a good transition from shortstop to third base in pro ball. He's a tall kid who played hockey and we're teaching him the 
athletic moves at third base. There's more in there. His body has a lot of places it can go from an athletic standpoint." 
 
Covering the Bases: Game 4 
by Jordan Bastian 
FIRST: The easy thing for Angels fans to do is to sit back and wonder what could have been had Mike Clevinger never been traded to the 
Indians. If he’s an up-and-comer now with the Tribe, he could’ve been the same for L.A. 
 
The reality, however, is the Clevinger that Angels fans see today might not be the who they would’ve had in that alternate-reality scenario. His 
delivery and his channeled aggression are the products of development since being acquired by Cleveland. 
 
Ruben Niebla, the Indians’ Minor League pitching coordinator, worked hard with Clevinger on overhauling the pitcher’s delivery from the ground 
up. Former pitching coach Mickey Callaway stressed the importance of utilizing Clevinger’s intensity, rather than letting it get the best of him. 
Performance coach Ceci Clark has helped him learn little tricks — including breathing like a sniper between innings — to keep a sharp focus and 
a steady heartbeat. 
 
Still, Clevinger knows there are Angels fans who — driven by that what-could-have-been mentality — might be pulling for him. And he loves it. 
 
“It’s almost like a mini home game still here,” Clevinger said on Monday night, “because you can tell, they want me to succeed, just so they can 
have that reasoning behind it. That’s why I say, it’s always fun and there’s an edge, but it’s an edge to show them what I became after I wasn’t 
doing the best in my career. I was in a downfall with them. I picked myself out of the dumps. 
 
“I mean, I got a change of scenery and also with Ruben and these guys, it paid dividends for my whole career.” 
 
This is where it’s worth noting, too, that Jerry Dipoto, the GM of the Angels back in 2014, is with the Mariners these days. So, it’s not like 
Clevinger’s pointing up to the suites at Angels Stadium after recording outs here in Orange County. 
 
“Exactly,” Clevinger said. “There’s not any kind of hatred, because I’m really happy with where I’m at.” 
 
The trade was made on Aug. 7, 2014, when the Angels were three games out of first place and looking for some bullpen help. Dipoto acquired 
former Indians setup man Vinnie Pestano in a one-for-one deal for Clevinger, who was borderline damaged goods at the time. 
 
Pestano turned in a 0.93 ERA in 12 games down the stretch for L.A. and pitched in another two games in the Royals’ three-game sweep of the 
Angels in the American League Division Series. The reliever appeared in 19 games in 2015 and, well, the Major Leagues have not heard from 
him since. 
 
Clevinger had appeared in only 14 professional games between 2011–13 and was returning from Tommy John surgery during that ’14 
campaign. He was not only a project in terms of a return to health, but akin to a wild horse in need of taming. This was no sure thing. 
 
“Even the Angels giving me the opportunity to change the scenery,” Clevinger said, “maybe they saw something like, ‘Hey, he’s getting stuck in 
the same old, same old.’ It could’ve sprung from there. So, that’s why I always say there’s an extra edge. It’s just the fun of the game.” 
 
Now, with the benefit of hindsight, the trade was a lopsided win for the Indians. Clevinger had a solid showing last season and has opened this 
year as the Tribe’s №4 starter. Maybe he could be ranked higher in another team’s rotation. 
 
Or, maybe Clevinger’s career would not have taken the positive turns it has if that trade to Cleveland never happened. 
 
“Clev deserves a ton of credit,” Indians manager Terry Francona said. “I also think guys like Ruben Niebla, who spent a ton of time with him 
when he first came over here, [deserve credit, too]. I know it’s early, but it’s a pretty good success story. This kid’s got a chance to log some 
innings for us. That gets exciting.” 
 
SECOND: Clevinger wasted little time in flashing his potential to his Orange County audience. 
 
In the first inning, Clevinger squared off against two-time MVP Mike Trout and fired three pitches: 
 
93.7 mph fastball middle in (called strike) 
94.1 mph fastball away (called strike) 
94.3 mph fastball elevated (swinging strike) 



Talk about setting a tone for the night. 
 
“It definitely helps steamroll to the next inning,” Clevinger said. “That’s what we’ve been looking for — to get more efficient innings — so that was 
a huge step right there.” 
 
Here’s a look at the strike-three pitch: 
Over 5.1 innings, Clevinger held the Angels off the board and ended with five strikeouts, two walks and four hits allowed. In his career against 
his former organization, Clevinger is now 3–0 with a 2.95 ERA wih 19 strikeouts, 10 walks and 17 hits yielded in 21.1 innings. 
 
“I thought he was good,” Francona said of Clevinger’s outing. “I mean, it was a pretty high pitch count. There were some deep counts, but I 
thought he stayed down. I thought he made a lot of good pitches. That’s a pretty good lineup he was facing. No, I thought he was really good.” 
 
THIRD: This is where I’d give you all the details about Edwin Encarnacion’s inside-the-park (!) home run, but I did that on MLB.com tonight. 
Enjoy: 
HOME: Tyler Naquin shook off a 1-for-9 showing to start the season and sent a rocket shot over the right-field wall to cap off a three-run 
outburst in the fourth inning on Monday night. 
 
Yes, that was a little bit of weight off his shoulders. 
 
“Absolutely, man, it feels good,” Naquin said. “Everybody’s trying to get that timing down. In spring, it is different. You’re coming into the 
season, trying to get down. But, yeah, just making a few small adjustments and just trusting myself. I’m looking to hit. Be ready to hit every 
pitch, man.” 
 
And that brings us to this. 
 
Naquin’s home run on Monday was his first homer for the Indians since Aug. 19, 2016… 
 
…which was a walk-off inside-the-park home run. That was the last inside-the-park home run by an Indians batter until Monday’s by 
Encarnacion… 
 
…who was on that Blue Jays team in 2016, along with Melvin Upton Jr., who was in center field for Naquin’s inside-the-parker… 
 
…and is the brother of Justin Upton, who was playing left field on Monday for Encarnacion’s inside-the-park home run. Melvin Upton Jr. was 
also in camp this spring with the Indians, but lost out in the outfield competition to, among others, Tyler Naquin. 
 
Baseball is a flat circle. 
 
Indians report: Bradley Zimmer, entering his sophomore  season, relishes opportunity to use speed 

By Ryan Lewis 

SEATTLE: Bradley Zimmer just needs that one little moment of hesitation. That one second lacking a sense of urgency. And then, if he gets it, 
it’s already too late for you. 

Zimmer is entering his second season in the big leagues after a mostly-positive rookie year that eventually ended when he broke a bone in his 
hand in September. He returns as the Indians’ primary center fielder and a lightning rod at the bottom of the order. 

He also stands as one of the fastest players in the game. According to Statcast, Zimmer had the third-fastest sprint speed in baseball at 29.9 
feet/second in 2017. Only the Minnesota Twins’ Byron Buxton and Cincinnati Reds’ Billy Hamilton (both at 30.1 ft/sec) were clocked at a faster 
pace. 

Which means, when Zimmer hits a ground ball, any routine approach to it might mean a free single. Those are the opportunities Zimmer 
relishes. And it only takes a moment. 

“Oh, I love it. I love it,” Zimmer said. “When it’s kind of a routine ground ball [reaction], as soon as I see that, it’s over. You see them go back or 
kind of do a little something [without urgency], that’s my cue.” 

Zimmer might not catch as many guys off guard as he did last season, but those are the chances in which he knows he can impact a game with 
his legs. No longer a rookie, he’s searching for more of them. 

It isn’t just infielders Zimmer wants to put on notice. This spring, with Zimmer on second base, he turned a fly ball to deep right field that was 
caught at the wall into a run when he rounded third without hesitating and beat the relay throw home. It was a move reserved for a video game. 
Those are the opportunities that only a few players in the league can create. 

“I had a weird feeling there was a chance,” Zimmer said. “Whatever was going on in my mind at the time, when I was tagging, I immediately 
thought to take a little bit of an angle instead of just going right at the base. The biggest thing was that I didn’t hesitate, which gave [third-base 
coach Mike Sarbaugh] a little more confidence to send me. I could see him getting a little anxious over there, kind of backing up.” 

Last season, Zimmer hit .241, so he has plenty of room to grow offensively. But whenever he has the chance to run, he’ll have the green light. 

“I don’t think that’s the last time you’ll see something like that,” Indians manager Terry Francona said. “It’s fun to watch. His strides are pretty 
special.” 
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What's cooking? Only the bases after Indians' DH Ed win Encarnacion hits inside the park homer 

By Paul Hoynes 

ANAHEIM, Calif. - Edwin Encarnacion wasn't quite ready to break down his inside the park homer frame by frame. 

"I'm still tired," he said. 

But he was in a good mood. When he turned to talk to a group of reporters by his locker, he smiled and said, "What's cooking?" 

In the second inning of the Indians' 6-0 victory over the Angels on Monday night, Encarnacion was the only thing cooking. When his fly ball hit 
the yellow line below the left field foul pole and rolled along the warning track to left center field, there was confusion on the field and in the 
dugout. 

Was it a home run? Was it a foul ball? 

EDWINDED.#RallyTogether pic.twitter.com/Zk2ywCHcJm 

-- Cleveland Indians (@Indians) April 3, 2018 

Angel left fielder Justin Upton didn't have a clear handle on the situation because he took his time pursuing the ball. In both dugouts there was 
a lack of clarity as well. 

"I think everyone thought it was a foul ball," said manager Terry Francona. 

Everyone that is except Encarnacion, the Tribe's 35-year-old DH. As he hit first base, he slammed it into overdrive and made it all the way 
home for the second inside the park home run of his career. When he got to the dugout, Erik Gonzalez offered him a drink as Encarnacion 
grabbed his chest. Trevor Bauer fanned him furiously him with a towel. 

"It was fun. Everybody was laughing about it," said Encarnacion. "Everybody enjoyed it and that's good." 

Terry Francona on Mike Clevinger, Edwin Encarnacion in win over Angels 

The only one who didn't enjoy it was Encarnacion's invisible parrot. Encarnacion gives of a quiet, tranquil vibe. His home-run trots are the same. 
He has time to bend his right elbow to give the parrot a perch. 

There was no time for such niceties Monday night. Encarnacion's throttle was wide open once he got past first base. 

"That's what my teammates were saying," said Encarnacion. "I said I don't think I can make it on that one." 

Said Francona, "It would have been nice if he did that with his elbow out. But we'll take it. I'm sure he will, too." 

Encarnacion hit two homers against Seattle on Sunday. He hit them both on the sweet spot of his bat and said he felt nothing on the swings 
despite it being a cold day. 

Monday night Encarnacion definitely felt something - pain. 

"Yeah, I felt it a lot," said Encarnacion. "It was a lot of running, but I like it. It's good. 

"I saw when the ball hit the wall. I knew I had a good chance to make it." 

Encarnacion hit his first inside the park homer on Aug. 31, 2007 for the Reds against St. Louis. 

"I'm never going to forget that," said Encarnacion. "It was a against St. Louis, yeah. Almost the same way. If they [show] the replay, I think it's 
going to be like the same. Down the left field line." 

Encarnacion's speed impressed his teammates. 

Winning pitcher Mike Clevinger, with tongue in cheek, said, "I knew he had wheels, but...You see something new every day." 

Tyler Naquin was the last Indian to hit an inside the park homer before Encarnacion. He did it on Aug. 19, 2016, beating Toronto in walk-off 
fashion at Progressive Field. 

"The coolest thing about it is that a guy with that much time in the big leagues, who has hit that many homers, to see him running hard," said 
Naquin. "He could have ended up with a triple or even a double if he'd cashed it in. 

"But he kept rolling and got himself another homer. It says a lot about a guy like that." 

Mike Clevinger, Edwin Encarnacion lead Cleveland In dians past Los Angeles Angels, 6-0 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com  

ANAHEIM, Calif. - On Sunday, Edwin Encarnacion hit two traditional home runs. He hit them a long way in a 5-4 loss to Seattle, but they still 
looked like typical home runs. 

He hit them, dropped his bat and stuck out his right forearm for his invisible parrot to ride along on his trot around the bases. Monday night, in 
the Indians' 6-0 win over the Angels, Encarnacion had no time to make a perch for his feathered friend because he was on his horse. 

Encarnacion hit the second inside-the-park homer of his career and it's a good bet he circled the bases a little faster back on Aug. 31, 2007 for 
the Reds than he did Monday night. Encarnacion, 35, is built for power, not speed, but he got home in plenty of time to give the Indians a 1-0 
lead in the second inning. 

He hit a 0-1 pitch from J.C. Ramirez down the left field line. It died at the foul pole and hit the yellow line painted on the padding underneath it. It 
was a fair ball, but left fielder Justin Upton was slow in pursuing it as it rolled along the left-field fence. Perhaps he thought it was a homer or 
foul ball. 



But Encarnacion never stopped running. It was the Tribe's first inside-the-park homer since Tyler Naquin's walk-off game-winner on Aug. 19, 
2016 against Toronto. That may have stirred something in Naquin because in the fourth, he hit a two-run homer for a 5-0 lead. It was his first 
homer in the majors since he dove across the plate at Progressive Field and flashed the 'Rock On' sign against the Blue Jays. 

EDWINDED.#RallyTogether pic.twitter.com/Zk2ywCHcJm 

-- Cleveland Indians (@Indians) April 3, 2018 

Yonder Alonso started the fourth with his second homer of the season to go along with the team-high seven he hit in spring training. Lonnie 
Chisenhall followed with a single off Jefry Marte's glove at first base to set the stage for Naquin. Chisenhall has a hit in the Tribe's first four 
games. 

If you're the Angels, and want to ruin your home opener, just schedule the Indians. They've lost 12 straight to the Tribe. It matches their longest 
losing streak against a single team in franchise history. 

Edwin Encarnacion on inside the park homer 

Mike Clevinger (1-0) loves to pitch against his old team and he did it again Monday night. Clevinger, drafted, signed and traded by the Angels, 
threw 5 1/3 scoreless innings in his 2018 debut. He struck out five, walked two and was never in trouble. The reason he didn't go deeper is 
because it took him 97 pitches to get as far as he did. 

Clevinger is 3-0 with a 2.95 ERA in four starts against the Angels. He threw 55 fastballs among his 97 pitches, according to mlb.com's pitching 
savant. Clevinger's velocity ranged from a 75.1 mph curveball to a 94.7 mph fastball. 

Where @Mike_Anthony13 comes from, Trout is merely a fish. 

Solid night for Sunshine: 5.1 IP, 4 H, 0 ER, 2 BB, 5 K [?] #RallyTogether pic.twitter.com/MUi2vJIpGu 

-- Cleveland Indians (@Indians) April 3, 2018 

Encarnacion, Alonso and Naquin showed the power in the Tribe's lineup and Bradley Zimmer showed the true speed. 

Zimmer beat out an infield single in the second. He stole second, took third on a passed ball following a walk by Francisco Lindor and scored 
when catcher Martin Maldonado threw wildly past third. So the Indians' first two runs came on an inside-the-park homer by the designated hitter 
and a run created by an infield single, stolen base, passed ball and throwing error. 

The Indians added a run late on a double by Brandon Guyer in the eighth for a 6-0 lead. Ramirez (0-1) took the loss, allowing four earned runs 
in 4 2/3 innings. 

That's more like it 

On Sunday the bullpen faltered. On Monday it pitched well. 

Tyler Olson, Nick Goody, Zach McAllister and Matt Belisle combined to throw 3 2/3 scoreless innings to complete the six-hit shutout. 

What means 

The Indians are an AL-leading 105-64 against the AL West since 2013. 

The pitches 

Ramirez threw 73 pitches, 46 (63 percent) for strikes. Clevinger threw 97 pitches, 65 (67 percent) for strikes. 

Mike Clevinger on win over Angels 

Thanks for coming 

The Indians and Angels drew a sellout crowd of 43,904 to Angel Stadium on Monday night for the home opener. 

First pitch was at 10:07 p.m. with a temperature of 62 degrees. 

Next 

Josh Tomlin will make his first start of the season on Tuesday night when he faces the Angels and right-hander Garrett Richards (0-0, 7.20) at 
10:07 p.m. SportsTime Ohio, ESPN, WTAM and WMMS will carry the game. 

Tomlin went 10-9 with a 4.98 ERA last year. This will be his first start since March 25 in spring training. He is 2-2 with a 3.99 ERA in six starts 
against the Angels. 

Richards will be making his second start of the season. He started opening day against the A's, allowing four runs on seven hits in five innings. 
He has not faced the Indians since 2015, going 1-0 in two starts. 

Edwin Encarnacion's inside-the-park home run stuns e verybody, including Angels OF Justin Upton 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Edwin Encarnacion is used to taking his time while rounding the bases during his familiar parrot-assisted home run trots, 
but on Monday his solo blast in the second inning required a little more effort. 

Encarnacion collected his second career inside-the-park home run with one out in the second inning against the Los Angeles Angels. It was 
Encarnacion's third home run since Sunday afternoon, and it gave the Tribe an early 1-0 lead. 

The 35-year-old slugger lofted an 0-1 fastball from L.A. pitcher J.C. Ramirez high down the left field line. The ball bounced off the yellow foul 
stripe on the short wall as outfielder Justin Upton crashed into the padding. 

Upton appeared to give up on the play after he hit the wall, perhaps not realizing the ball was still in play. 



Encarnacion never stopped running as he blazed around the bases and the ball rolled away from Upton. By the time Angels defenders got the 
ball back to the infield, Encarnacion had scored without a throw. 

Monday's feat marked the second career inside-the-park home run for Encarnacion, who also hit one as a member of the Cincinnati Reds in 
August of 2007. 

Encarnacion's sprint around the bases was a stark contrast to the two tape-measure blasts he recorded in Seattle on Sunday. Encarnacion hit 
home runs of 381 feet off Mariners starter Mike Leake and 403 feet off reliever Juan Nicasio. 

Tyler Naquin recorded the most recent Indians inside-the-park home run in August 2016 against Toronto. 

#Indians @ #Angels 

Edwin Encarnacion rips a line drive to the foul pole in deep left field and races around the bases for an inside-the-park home run (01:42) 

MLB Gameday: https://t.co/KnESceBSIX pic.twitter.com/qMcMOjuN0p 

-- Ballpark Videos (@BallparkVids) April 3, 2018 

#Indians 1 @ #Angels 0 [T2-1o] 

Edwin Encarnacion hits an inside-the-park home run (3): fly ball down the LF line. (solo) 

93.9mph Two-seam Fastball 

RHP JC Ramirez (1) 

-- Home Run Tracker (@DingerTracker) April 3, 2018 
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Michael Brantley could give Cleveland Indians' outf ield a boost in the near future 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com  

ANAHEIM, Calif. - Some fans complained when the Indians exercised the $12 million option on outfielder Michael Brantley's contract in 
November for 2018. They said he was fragile, and sure enough Brantley opened this season on the disabled list. 

But now those same people are wondering when Brantley will return, which is another way of saying they are not thrilled with the makeup of the 
current outfield. In Sunday's 5-4 loss to the Mariners, the starting outfield of Bradley Zimmer in center, Tyler Naquin in left and Lonnie 
Chisenhall in right went a combined 2-for-11 with one run, one RBI and four strikeouts. 

The Indians, to be fair, had only seven hits in the game. 

Still, this is not an outfield drawing comparison to the 1990 Indians who at times had Kenny Lofton in center, Manny Ramirez in right and Albert 
Belle in left. On Monday, however, manager Terry Francona offered some hope in saying that Brantley could join the Indians on their first 
homestand and might be activated. 

Brantley was scheduled to play minor-league games on Monday and Tuesday in Goodyear, Ariz. If he gets through those healthy, Francona 
said, "We might bring him to Cleveland when we get there and then kind of put our heads together and see what we want to do." 

The Indians open the home season Friday against Kansas City. 

Does that mean Brantley could be activated? 

"It could be," said Francona. "I think he's in a pretty good spot, but I think we want to let him get through playing first." 

Brantley underwent surgery on his right ankle in October after the Indians were eliminated from the postseason. The fact that he has been able 
to hit and throw all spring has made this rehab easier compared to the last two springs when he was returning from surgery on his right 
shoulder. 

"I've said it so many times, but because of who he is and how he plays, there's so much consistency in his game that, you put him out in left 
field and you know exactly what you're getting," said Francona. "And that's a really good thing." 

Short memory: Tyler Olson knew it could not continue. Baseball wouldn't allow it. 

Thirty appearances, covering 20 innings, without allowing a run of any kind is the thing of dreams. Olson had a dream-like season last year with 
the Indians. Reality came calling Sunday afternoon at Safeco Field. 

First he gave up a single to Robinson Cano. Then a two-run homer to Mitch Haniger, which proved to be the difference in Sunday's 5-4 loss to 
the Mariners. 

"I expected it to happen, not that soon, but I expected it," said Olson. "It's baseball. It's just the way the game is. You move on from it." 

Olson, like all relievers, tries to bury the past as soon as possible. 

"It's baseball," said Olson. "I'm going to give up runs. You have to have short-term memory. Just like I had last year and go out there today or 
tomorrow, whenever my next opportunity is, and try to get outs." 

Olson's performance last year set an MLB record for the most innings pitched in a completely scoreless season. It tied Paul Assenmacher's 
record for 30 scoreless appearances. 

Dual threat: The Indians will not face the pitching version of Shohei Ohtani in this series, but they could face the hitting version. Ohtani pitched 
the Angels to a 7-4 win in Oakland on Sunday, striking out six, in his big-league debut. 



Ohtani is the first player to start a game as a pitcher and position player within his team's first 10 games since Babe Ruth did it for Boston in 
1919. 

"I didn't see him in spring training," said Francona. "I saw him in Japan, but it was what, five years ago on an All-Star tour. He pitched a game 
against us. He didn't hit. He just pitched. I think he was maybe 19." 

Shohei Ohtani First MLB Start! Athletics vs Angels 

Asked if he envisioned Ohtani pitching in the big leagues one day, Francona said, "I saw him pitch and I think you could envision it (by) the next 
week. He looked good. He looked really good. ... He was terrific." 

On whether Ohtani can hit and pitch in the big leagues, Francona said, "Nobody knows how it's going to work out. It's probably harder during 
the actual season than it is in the winter, I would say that." 

Old friends: Former Indians Charlie Nagy, Paul Sorrento, Alfredo Griffin and Scott Radinsky are on the Angels' coaching staff. Nagy is the 
pitching coach, Sorrento the assistant hitting coach, Griffin is the first base coach and Radinsky in the bullpen coach. 

Finally: The Indians are expected to keep infielder Giovanny Urshela in Goodyear a few days longer instead of sending him to Class AAA 
Columbus to start his rehab assignment in the cold weather. Francona said they want him to run the bases a few more times to make sure his 
right hamstring is sound. 
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Lake County Captains feature five Top 30 prospects:  Cleveland Indians Minors 2018 

By Elton Alexander, The Plain Dealer 

EASTLAKE, Ohio -- While the temperature said Northeast Ohio, Monday's bright midday sun offered hope that opening day for the Lake 
County Captains on Thursday at 6:30 p.m. against Fort Wayne, would be a sure sign of spring baseball. 

The Class A Captains had their media day Monday at Classic Park and second-year manager Luke Carlin was anxious to get his team in 
action. Lake County will have five of the Cleveland Indians top 30 prospects, including their first- and second-round draft picks from 2016. 

No. 1 pick Will Benson will be in the outfield while Nolan Jones, their No. 2 pick, will be at third base. Jones is the No. 4 prospect in the system 
and Benson is No. 7. Both come with strong offensive reputations. 

"They both hit the ball a ton,'' Carlin said. 

While both are 19, the manager said their makeup with strong character is what makes them ready for a full season of action with the Captains. 
He noted both are "the kind of guy you want to introduce your daughter to." 

The schedule starts Thursday, and the Captains will not have an off day until April 16. Then a sting of 13-straight games follows before another 
break. The real breather does not come until the June 18-20 All-Star Break. 

By then, the young Captains will have 69 games under their belts, including the longest stretch of the season, 21 straight games from the 
middle of May until early June. It's an early test for Benson, Jones and the rest of the Captains to get a feel for life as a big-league ballplayer. 

"It will be a challenge, and that will be a good one for them,'' Carlin said. 

Among Cleveland's other top 30 prospects with the Captains are No. 18 Oscar Gonzalez, 20, an outfielder from the Dominican Republic, No. 24 
Ernie Clement, a middle infielder and fourth-round pick last year, and pitcher Eli Morgan, ranked No. 28, an eighth-round pick last year out of 
Gonzaga. 
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Cleveland Indians first 3 games produce mixed results  in trying to find the next Bryan Shaw 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com  

ANAHEIM, Calif. - Manager Terry Francona said the process would be fluid. What he left out is that may be painful as well. 

The Indians are three games into the regular season. Compared to the length of a 162-game season it's as minuscule as a grain of sand. But 
three games is three games and it has proved that competition to replace Bryan Shaw as the link between middle relief and the late innings is a 
long way from being over. 

The bullpen was not needed in the season opener on Thursday when Corey Kluber pitched a complete game in a 2-1 loss to Seattle. 

In Saturday's 6-5 win, Zach McAllister provided the bridge between starter Carlos Carrasco and the late innings where Andrew Miller and Cody 
Allen rule. McAllister relieved the shaky Carrasco to get the last out in the sixth and opened the seventh by retiring Ryon Healy and Mike 
Marjama. Then it was time for Miller and Allen. 

In Sunday's 5-4 loss, Dan Otero started the sixth in place of a laboring Trevor Bauer. He retired the side in order. Francona sent Otero out for 
the seventh with the idea of retiring slap-hitting Dee Gordon and righty Jean Segura, so he could bring in lefty Tyler Olson. Three of Seattle's 
next four hitters batted left-handed, starting with dangerous Robinson Cano. 

On paper it made sense. Plus it was a good test. This was Shaw territory. He entered 14 games last season with the score tied. Half of those 
games came in the seventh inning. 

Terry Francona on Trevor Bauer, a bad hop and bullpen failure 

But as Otero told reporters after the game, "Obviously, you all saw what happened." 

Gordon, who hit three homers in 978 at-bats with the Marlins in 2016 and 2017, drove one into the right field seats off Otero to make it 3-2. 
Otero retired Segura and Olson replaced him. Cano, who hit .600 (6-for-10) in the series, singled. Mitch Haniger, the only right-handed hitter 
Olson would face, hit a two-run homer for a 5-2 lead. Haniger hit .625 (5-for-8) in the series. 



Edwin Encarnacion tried to bring the Indians back with a two-run homer - his second blast of the game - in the eighth, but it was not enough. 

So where does that leave the Indians in their search for a conduit from the early and middle innings to their finishers? After three games it's 
hardly time to fire flares and order search parties. Otero had a great sixth inning and threw a bad pitch to Gordon and got burned. Olson didn't 
allow a run last year in 30 appearances. Sure he was fortunate, and Francona used him wisely, but there has to be a level of truth in 30 
appearances. 

So maybe Nick Goody or Mark Belisle get a chance. McAllister was good on Saturday. 

Francona will get a look at all those available. He said it isn't Little League where everybody gets to play, but he knows this is not the time to let 
relievers sit after they were all getting regular work in spring training. 

But the fact remains, as Francona said, "We're trying to figure out the innings to get to Andrew and Cody." 

It's going to take time. 

"Every bullpen goes through a little bit of it regardless of who you bring back," said Bauer. "It's a different year. Guys start off differently. 

"The first month or two everyone is still trying to figure out their role and get on a roll. We have confidence in all the guys down there. 

"They're going to give up runs. It's easy to look at it and say, "This guy's that or that guy, whatever.' Let's wait a month or two or three and 
everyone is going to get to their level. We're going to have a really good bullpen." 

As for who pitches where, well, the relievers will decide that. 

"It will take care of itself," said Otero. "Even in the last couple of years, in the first month of the season, you get a feel for how you're being used. 
That had no effect on what happened today or in this series. At least I don't think it did. 

"We'll settle in at some point. Until it does we just have to be ready to pitch." 

Shaw, in case you were wondering, is 1-0 in two appearances with the Rockies. He has allowed one hit and no runs with one strikeout. 
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Weather forecast for Cleveland Indians home opener still favors cold, breezy winds with chance of wint ry mix 

By Kelly Reardon 

CLEVELAND, Ohio - The forecast isn't looking any better for the Cleveland Indians Opening Day weather Friday as the Tribe takes on the 
Kansas City Royals. Most models favor a cold, windy and mostly cloudy day. We'll have to keep our eyes on the chance for morning wintry mix 
showers. 

While it's still too early for an hour-by-hour look for Friday, temperatures are forecast to range from about 26 to 40 degrees. Since the game 
starts at 4:10 p.m., Tribe fans will likely see the higher end of that range, but if you're heading downtown early, or staying late, you'll want to 
bundle up. With winds hitting 18 mph, chills will feel closer to the 20s. 

The biggest question is whether it will rain or snow during game time. Right now, there is a chance for some scattered wintry mix showers in the 
morning, and they look like they could clear out for the early evening game. 

But this comes with a disclaimer. 

Snow forecasts, especially in Cleveland with lake effect, are only best two days out, or less. So, while over the past few days the trend has 
stayed steady with morning rain and snow, over the next few days it's still possible the forecast could change - either the timing, or the chance 
or even the precipitation type as the temperature forecast becomes more refined. 

Because of the uncertainty, I'll send out another update Wednesday, with the first hour-by-hour look Thursday and another update Friday 
morning. 

Keep checking cleveland.com/weather for daily weather updates for Northeast Ohio, and don't forget to submit any weather questions you may 
have! 
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Kansas City claims Abraham Almonte; Ben Taylor outrigh ted to Class AAA Columbus 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com  

ANAHEIM, Calif. -- Former Indians outfielder Abraham Almonte has been claimed on waivers by the Kansas City Royals. 

Almonte, who played parts of three seasons with the Indians, was designated for assignment on Thursday when the 25-man roster was set just 
before the opening of the regular season. 

Almonte was optioned to the minors in March. Manager Terry Francona said he came to camp "a little heavy," and wasn't ready to compete for 
an outfield job. The Indians avoided arbitration with Almonte in January and signed him to a one-year $825,000 guaranteed contract. 

Right-hander Ben Taylor, claimed on waivers from Boston during spring training, was also designated for assignment. He cleared waivers and 
was outrighted to Class AAA Columbus. 
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Edwin Encarnacion huffed and he puffed and he blew the house down 
Zack Meisel 6h ago  4   
ANAHEIM, Calif. — Two-hundred and ten minutes had passed by the time Edwin Encarnacion placed his drink at the base of his locker, leaned 
on his chair and faced the media. 
 



The cluster of reporters had one, central request: for the 35-year-old slugger to detail his perspective of one of the more inconceivable home 
runs in recent memory. There was just one issue. 
 
“Eh, I’m still tired,” Encarnacion joked, three and a half hours after the 360-foot scamper heard ‘round Orange County. 
 
Encarnacion is typically reserved, the shy son of a bubbly man named Elpidio, a former track star and a member of the Dominican Athletic Hall 
of Fame. Encarnacion didn’t inherit his father’s outgoing demeanor. He didn’t inherit his father’s wheels, either. 
 
“I knew he had wheels,” Mike Clevinger said, laughing, shortly after he blanked his former team in 5 1/3 innings. “You see something new every 
day.” 
Encarnacion socked a J.C. Ramirez fastball toward the left-field corner in the second inning on Monday night. He kept his bat extended in his 
left hand and marveled at the majestic drive as the ball soared toward the foul pole. It ricocheted off the short wall’s yellow line that serves as 
final bit of fair territory. As the ball caromed away from Justin Upton, Encarnacion’s eyes widened. 
 
“I said, ‘Oh, man, I’ve got to make it to the plate,' ” he said. 
 
He picked up steam as he headed toward second, by his lonesome. He needed to pump both arms. Mass plus velocity and momentum and all 
of that. There was no time to chaperone the clingy parrot. This was his mission and his alone. 
 
As Encarnacion — listed at 6-foot-1, 230 pounds — huffed and puffed around second base, he spotted third-base coach Mike Sarbaugh, 
waving his left arm like a pinwheel. 
 
“Once I saw when Upton picked the ball up, I just felt good about being able to send him,” Sarbaugh said, “just with the way he had to pick it up 
and throw it in.” 
 
Upton thought the ball was destined for foul territory. He crashed into the wall and took a leisurely stroll toward the ball. His toss from left field 
lacked oomph and trickled in toward third base as Encarnacion crossed the plate. 
 
He slapped hands with Francisco Lindor and Yonder Alonso and cycled through a lineup of high-fives in the dugout. The entire time, he smiled 
(and gasped for air). When he reached the end of the dugout, he placed his hand on his chest and Erik Gonzalez handed him a cup of water. 
He removed his helmet and parked himself on the top of the bench, a rest well-earned and absolutely required. 
 
“It was a lot of running,” he said, “but I liked it.” 
It marked the first inside-the-park home run for the Indians since Tyler Naquin struck a pose at the plate after a walk-off (sprint-off?) version of 
the spectacle on Aug. 19, 2016. Naquin watched Encarnacion from the dugout like a proud father, though he preferred his own, more theatric 
performance. 
 
“It was kind of weird for me, because I know what that’s like,” said Naquin, who also homered on Monday, his first big-league blast since that 
unforgettable August night. “That’s pretty cool to see a guy like that run hard. He could’ve ended up with a triple or a double if he just cashes it 
in, but he kept on rolling around the bags and got himself a homer.” 
 
Naquin’s historic homer — the first of the walk-off variety for the franchise since Braggo Roth a mere 100 years earlier — unfolded with aid from 
Melvin Upton, who slipped on the outfield grass at Progressive Field while attempting to corral the baseball. On Monday, the other Upton 
brother was the culprit. (You’ve been warned, Mr. Kate Upton.) 
 
Ah, but Encarnacion is a wily veteran. He’s seen plenty of quirky happenings on a baseball diamond during his 14 seasons in the majors. 
Naquin wasn’t the only one having déja vú. Encarnacion has done this before. On Aug. 31, 2007, Encarnacion, then with the Reds, turned the 
trick in the top of the second inning in a game at Busch Stadium in St. Louis. 
 
“Almost the same way,” he recalled. “Left-field line.” 
Encarnacion is now credited with an American League-leading three home runs, though the two he crushed on Sunday in Seattle orbited the 
Space Needle. 
 
“It certainly bodes well for us that he looks so comfortable in the box,” Terry Francona said. 
 
It will bode even better if he catches his breath before Tuesday night’s first pitch. 
 
Starting 9: Is Yonder Alonso for real? Indians need  another super bullpen 
Travis Sawchik Apr 2, 2018  2   
1. While the Indians will undoubtedly miss Carlos Santana’s batting eye, power and durability, Yonder Alonso is likely not a one-year wonder 
and began to prove that during the first weekend of the season. 
 
In the second game of the season Saturday, against one of the toughest left-handed pitchers in the game, James Paxon, Alonso launched a 
grand slam to right field and walked twice. Alonso demonstrated all his skills, his blend of patience and power. 



Alonso was one of a number of batters to join the fly-ball revolution last year and expect that number to grow in 2018. The average MLB launch 
angle was up to 13 degrees through the first weekend of the season, up from 11 percent last season. 
Alonso, once a contact-oriented singles hitter, hit a career-high 28 home runs last season, the first time in his career he had surpassed the 
double-digit threshold. His weighted runs created plus mark (wRC+) of 132 was also a career best, it meant he was 32 percent more effective 
than a league average hitter last season. What fueled the breakout? He changed his swing plane and boosted his fly-ball rate by 10 percentage 
points to 43.2 percent. His contact also improved in the air, posting a career-best HR/FB ratio (19.4 percent). Yes, Alonso slumped in the 
second half, but he believes he was just a minor mechanical adjustment away from getting back to first-half form. 
As you will notice in the above chart, Alonso's performance was strongly correlated to his fly-ball rate. 
 
Like Santana, Alonso also owned an elite batting eye last season with a 13.1 percent walk rate, ranking 20th in the majors. Santana ranked 
18th (13.2 percent). 
 
2. Of course, Santana is a switch hitter who did not require a platoon partner. Alonso has a career .660 OPS against left-handed pitching and a 
.670 mark last season. The Indians led baseball in platoon advantage last season, enjoying hitting versus opposite-handed pitchers in 69 
percent of at-bats. The league average was 52 percent. That advantage could decline. The Indians don't have an obvious platoon on the roster 
at present unless they are willing to play Edwin Encarnacion at first more often. 
 
3. Baseball is in an era of extremes. 
A record number of home runs were hit last season as more hitters try to launch balls coupled with a ball that is perhaps juiced. That record 
could be toppled again as home run rates were up this spring, and spring homer-per-swing rates are often indicative of what we will see in the 
regular season. Pitchers are hunting for power just as hitters are as velocity has increased every year during the PITCHf/x era dating to 2007. 
 
Specialization also continues to increase every year. Last year, MLB relievers accounted for a record 38.1 percent of innings in the regular 
season — continuing a multiple-decade trend — and that spiked to 46.4 percent in the postseason. 
 
Bullpens have never been more important. They are even more important in the postseason. The Indians still have one of the better bullpens in 
the AL, but there are more questions than a year ago as seen in the opening series in Seattle. 
 
FanGraphs forecasts the Indians’ bullpen to be the third-best in the game by projected wins above replacement, even after the losses of Bryan 
Shaw and Joe Smith to free agency. But the Yankees and Astros, the other AL divisional favorites, rank 1-2. The Yankees upset the Indians 
last season and took the Astros to seven games in the ALCS. Replacing Shaw and Smith will be key, particularly for how the Indians set up for 
the 2018 postseason, which they are expected to be involved in again playing in the most favorable division in the game. 
 
4. The metric ERA- takes into account league and park scoring environments. An ERA- of 100 is league average. The Indians' ERA- last 
season of 64 led baseball. It was one of the best marks on record. Cleveland also enjoyed an MLB-best mark of 22.6-point K-BB percent 
against right-handed batters. 
 
While Cody Allen will close out games and Andrew Miller will continue to move around to put out fires in high-leverage situations, Terry 
Francona will be searching for how to best organize his bullpen early this season. 
 
Perhaps the Indians already have the next Shaw. Nick Goody is intriguing in a larger role after striking out 32.6 percent of batters last season 
along with a 23.5-point K-BB percent, outstanding marks. He ranked 16th among relievers, just one spot behind Miller, in swinging strike rate. 
 
Zach McAllister will have a chance to soak up some of the higher-leverage innings. McAllister has posted ERAs of 3.44 or lower, and FIPs of 
3.77 or better, in the past three seasons. He’s become a solid mid-innings reliever. But until he develops a secondary pitch he trusts and, or, is 
more effective, it will be difficult for him to become an elite bullpen option. Few pitchers rely on a fastball as much as McAllister who throws it on 
about 80 percent of offerings. 
 
Dan Otero signed a two-year extension in the offseason and keeps the ball on the ground (63.5 percent ground-ball rate) at an elite rate, but 
Otero doesn’t miss bats at an above-average level so he has to keep balls out of the air. Otero came on in the seventh and gave up the initial 
go-ahead home run Sunday to Dee Gordon. 
 
The Indians' have some question marks in the bullpen, but they also have the potential answers to fill inning voids. What's clear is they'll likely 
need another elite bullpen to navigate to and through October. 
 
5. The bullpen option who could really be an impact piece? A healthy Danny Salazar, of course, who could fill a multi-inning Chris Devinski-type 
role. The Indians, at the moment, have the rotation depth to make it happen. Perhaps a bullpen role would also keep Salazar healthy. He'll be 
out at least a month as he gets his shoulder into shape. 
 
6. Francisco Lindor’s highlight-reel worthy diving stop in the opener, a play which he completed by quickly popping to his feet and making a 
strong throw to first, was the kind of play missing from his 2017 portfolio. 
 
According to Inside Edge, in 2016, Lindor made a rare rate of “remote” plays, defined as plays that shortstops make between 1-10 percent of 
the time. Lindor made such plays at a 26.9 percent rate. That mark fell to nine percent last season. For whatever reason, even Lindor struggled 



to identify why, he made fewer high-end plays last season. Lindor’s defensive runs saved fell from 17 in 2016 to five last season. His UZR/150 
fell from 20.7 runs above average in 2016 to 6.6 last year. This season? He already has one defensive run saved in three games! Perhaps 
Lindor is poised for a defensive rebound. The strikeout nature of the Indians staff is also suppressing opportunities for individual defenders. 
 
7. Trevor Bauer is probably in favor of robot umpires as he was squeezed multiple times in the third inning Sunday. He suffered a bad break in 
the bad-hop hit that bounced over Alonso’s glove at first base. But the curveball was elite, picking right up where it left off in 2017. The slider he 
worked on this offseason showed promise. His fastball topped out at 96 mph, and at times, he was able to dot the glove, missing on location on 
others. It wasn’t a perfect outing, but it was one to build upon. Remember, Bauer ranked 18th in WAR among all pitchers in the second half last 
season. 
 
8. Slow starts have been common in the career of Edwin Encarnacion, including last season with the Indians, though that looked like less of a 
concern Sunday with a two-homer afternoon. Encarnacion should be in a career phase where he begins to decline, but the Indians hope his 
power and discipline can remain intact and defy aging models. 
 
9. With Michael Brantley's continuing injury issues, and the length of time which Brandon Guyer has dealt with a wrist issue, the Indians’ corner 
outfield spots remain question marks. One potential solution if injury issues linger or deeper? Jason Kipnis. He demonstrated position versatility 
last season in briefly moving to the outfield, Jose Ramirez has the versatility to play anywhere in the infield, and Yandy Diaz brings above-
average contract and walk rates to third base (or perhaps another corner spot). With fewer balls being put in play in this strikeout and homer 
environment, teams can be more aggressive with defensive assignments. 
 
STAT OF THE WEEK 0.00/27.00 
Tyler Olson’s ERA in 2017 and Olson’s 2018 ERA. 
 
Small-sample sizes, of course. Olson didn’t allow a run in 20 innings in 2017 as he replaced the injured Boone Logan and became a second 
useful left-hander in the bullpen. He allowed two runs on Sunday. 
 
Olson still looks like he will at least be a left-on-left matchup weapon out of the bullpen with his sweeping breaking ball. But right-handed 
batters, like Seattle’s Mitch Haniger, see the ball for a long time out of his hand given Olson’s arm slot and upper 80s fastball velocity. Haniger 
hit a pivotal two-run homer off Olson on Sunday on an inside 88 mph fastball. Again, because of the arm angle and velocity, Haniger enjoyed a 
long look at the pitch. 
 
HE SAID IT 
Bauer might be the least understood player in the majors. He might also be the hardest working and most intellectual. Just consider some of 
the insights of his thought process in adding the slider this offseason, which he said in speaking to The Athletic and MLB.com earlier this spring: 
 
“My curveball is already one of the top curveballs in the league. So I have a vertical breaking pitch that I’m very comfortable with. I want 
something that’s different than that. When I first started throwing the slider, it was like 5 inches lateral and negative-7 inches vertical. My 
curveball is like 4 inches lateral and 10 inches vertical. That pitch isn’t going to do me a whole lot of good. It’s just a worse curveball. 
 
“So I started trying to find pitches that I didn’t have in my arsenal. I can make the ball run this way hard. I can make it run that way with a 
changeup at a middle speed. I can make the ball go down slow. I can make the ball stay straight or cut a little bit at a middle speed. I don’t have 
anything that is slow and goes lateral, so I needed something that did that so I can split the plate multiple ways and at multiple speeds.” 
 
Bauer has a process in place, and it's reason to believe he'll make the slider another plus offering. 
 
By the numbers: Mike Clevinger begins his season wit h a strong performance 
By T.J. Zuppe 5h ago  
Last season, just 15 major-league pitchers logged at least 200 innings. Two of those hurlers currently occupy slots in the Indians' starting 
rotation: Corey Kluber and Carlos Carrasco. 
 
Mike Clevinger hopes to expand that group to three. 
 
But to do that, Clevinger knows he has to be more efficient. And to be more efficient, he figured he had to throw more strikes. It was among his 
biggest goals this spring. 
 
After referencing it multiple times following his second-to-last Cactus League outing, he was jokingly asked if he can still hear former pitching 
coach Mickey Callaway in the back of his head, preaching first-pitch strikes. 
 
He laughed and nodded. 
 
“Just telling me, 'Do you remember how easy it is to start 0-2 as opposed to 2-0?' I still hear it echoing,” Clevinger said with a smile. 
 
The 27-year-old righty fired 65 of those coveted strikes Monday night, and the Indians blanked the Angels in the series opener, 6-0. 
 



Here are the numbers behind Clevinger's impressive outing and the Tribe's second win of the campaign. 
 
68.2 percent: That was Clevinger's first-pitch strike percentage (15-for-22) Monday night. The righty tossed 5 1/3 scoreless innings against his 
former organization, scattering four hits and two walks in his season debut. He finished with five strikeouts and 10 total whiffs. 
 
It's oversimplifying things to say first-pitch strikes are the only keys to success, but the numbers are hard to disagree with. Last year, Clevinger 
tossed first-pitch strikes at a 63.4 percent rate. When he began a sequence with a ball, hitters posted a .923 OPS. When he fired a strike on the 
first pitch, that number dropped to .497. 
 
Like all pitchers, that early aggressiveness allows him to set up opposing hitters — it turns his plus slider into a lethal weapon — but it also 
helps keep his pitch count under control. And if 200 innings is truly a goal this year, it will be necessary to avoid the early-game deep counts 
that have plagued him. 
 
An inflated pitch count in the sixth inning (97) is the worst thing to be said about Clevinger's outing. That speaks volumes. Between his strike-
throwing, attention to breathing, improved posture and growing confidence, it's easy to see why many predict big things from Clevinger this 
year. 
 
Monday marked an encouraging first step. 
 
4: That's the number of DHs to finish with a slower sprint speed than Edwin Encarnación in 2017, according to Statcast (25.6 feet per second). 
In fairness, 45 qualified players finished below the parrot toting slugger. 
 
I'd love to tell you he needed every bit of that speed to complete his improbable inside-the-park homer in the second inning, but the fortunate 
ricochet off the left-field wall and Justin Upton's lack of ball awareness and urgency were the real MVPs. 
 
According to MLB.com, Encarnación's shocking journey around the bases took 18.86 seconds. The right-handed hitter reached a blistering 24.9 
feet per second in his quest to touch 'em all. 
 
3: And while we're talking speed, that was Bradley Zimmer's overall rank in sprint speed last season (29.9 feet per second). 
 
Not to be outdone by Encarnación's demonstration, Zimmer used his long strides and aggressiveness to create a run in the top of the third. The 
center fielder beat out an infield single, stole second, advanced to third on a wild pitch and scored on a throwing error by catcher Martin 
Maldonado, generating the club's second run of the night. 
 
After serving as one of baseball's better baserunning clubs in 2016, the Indians were 2 percent below the league average in extra-bases taken 
last year, sitting just above the average in stolen bases (88). Overall, they still finished as the majors' sixth-best baserunning club in 2017 
(according to FanGraphs) after ranking third the previous year.  
 
A full season of Zimmer and Rajai Davis on the bases might help push those numbers back into elite territory. 
 
108.2 mph: That was the exit velocity of the hardest hit ball of the night, Tyler Naquin's two-run homer to right field in the top of the fourth. The 
home run, which extended the lead to 5-0, not only offered some breathing room, but also, perhaps, gives Naquin a chance to breathe. 
 
He's certainly not blind to his situation. With Michael Brantley potentially due back as soon as this upcoming weekend, it would be natural to 
feel pressure in every at-bat. Those struggles make him an easy target for fan vitriol, but as far as depth pieces go, Naquin's a fine insurance 
policy. There's value in his presence, even if some struggle to spot it. 
 
(And the Avenged Sevenfold T-shirt he wore around the clubhouse this spring should earn him a little extra slack.) 
 
25 percent: Tyler Olson's swinging-strike rate Monday night. The lefty induced four total whiffs, striking out a pair. Olson's inning of scoreless 
relief was a nice recovery from a rough outing Sunday, a game in which he allowed two hits and a pair of runs, including a home run to the 
right-handed hitting Mitch Haniger. The appearance Monday looked a lot more like the hurler we saw last season, utilizing his floating release 
points to begin a new scoreless streak. 
 
12: The number of consecutive victories by the Indians over the Angels, a streak that began on June 12, 2016. If you don't remember the Tribe 
responding to a walkoff loss with an 8-3 victory over the Angels, it wouldn't be all that surprising. In fairness, most minds in Cleveland were 
preoccupied with the Cavaliers, who were facing a 3-1 deficit to the Warriors in the 2016 NBA Finals … Hmmm, whatever became of that 
series, anyhow? 
 
Indians 6, Angels 0: Encarnacion has inside-park ho me run 
By Bernie Wilson, The Associated Press 
ANAHEIM, Calif. — The Cleveland Indians loved the sight of 35-year-old Edwin Encarnacion chugging around the bases on his way to a 
standup inside-the-park home run. 
 



“I knew he had wheels, but ...” starter Mike Clevinger said with a laugh. “You see something new every day.” 
 
Encarnacion hit his second career inside-the-park homer and Tyler Naquin and Yonder Alonso cleared the fences for the Indians, who beat Los 
Angeles 6-0 Monday night to spoil the Angels’ home opener and snap their three-game win streak. 
 
Encarnacion hit a high fly ball off JC Ramirez that left fielder Justin Upton tracked into the corner with one out in the second inning. The ball hit 
the yellow line on the padding below the foul pole and caromed several feet away from Upton, coming to a stop on the warning track. 
 
Upton leaned over the short fence for just a moment, apparently thinking the ball had landed foul. By the time Upton chased it down and threw 
it in, the 230-pound Encarnacion was steaming around third base on his way to scoring standing up. 
 
>> Join the conversation at Facebook.com/columbusdispatch and connect with us on Twitter @DispatchAlerts 
 
Encarnacion also hit an inside-the-park homer on Aug. 31, 2007, against St. Louis while with the Cincinnati Reds, back when he was 24. He 
homered twice Sunday in a loss at Seattle. 
 
How did this one feel? 
 “I was too tired,” he said. “I just see the ball and when the ball go away from Upton, I said in my mind, ‘I’ve got to make it to the plate.’ It was a 
lot of running. But I like it. It’s good.” 
 
The most recent inside-the-park homer by the Indians was Naquin’s remarkable game-ending hit on Aug. 19, 2016, against Toronto. 
 
“That’s a lot of praise for Edwin,” Naquin said. “That man’s hit a lot of homers. It’s not easy to get an inside-the-park home run, so that obviously 
says Eddie’s running hard. He plays the game the right way and he showed up. You’re either going to have a triple or a homer in the books. 
Doesn’t matter how you get it.” 
 
Encarnacion was welcomed back to the dugout with high-fives and a teammate fanning him off with a towel. 
 
“It was fun. Everybody was laughing about it. Everybody enjoyed it. That’s good,” he said. 
 
“I ran after the ball and I braced myself on the wall, had no clue the ball was fair, couldn’t hear anything,” Upton said. ”(Mike) Trout was yelling 
but I couldn’t hear anything, so it was an inside-the-park home run. 
 
“I thought it was going to either hit in the stands or I was going to have a chance to catch it. The wind just swirls in the stadium. That’s just how 
it goes. Most balls that go foul end up drifting back a little bit. That one just came back more than usual.” 
 
Clevinger (1-0), a former Angels farmhand, scattered four hits and struck out five in 5 1/3 innings in his season debut. 
 
Shohei Ohtani, the Angels’ two-way star from Japan, had the night off after his impressive pitching debut on Sunday, when he threw three-hit 
ball over six innings in a 7-4 victory at Oakland. Ohtani made his hitting debut as the designated hitter on opening day, collecting his first big 
league hit on his first swing. 
 
The Indians homered twice off Ramirez in the fourth. Alonso hit a leadoff shot to right, his second, and Naquin belted a two-run drive to right-
center with two outs, his first. 
 
Ramirez (0-1) allowed five runs, four earned, in five innings in his season debut. Manager Mike Scioscia said he had a little crack in one of his 
fingernails. 
 
Cleveland scored an unearned run in the third on catcher Martin Maldonado’s throwing error. Brandon Guyer hit an RBI double in the eighth. 
 
Manager Luke Carlin bullish on Captains lineup 
By David Glasier, The News-Herald 
The Captains haven’t yet played a game, but first-year manager Luke Carlin likes the potential of the every-day lineup that makes its debut April 
5 against the Fort Wayne (Ind.) TinCaps at Classic Park. First pitch is scheduled at 6:30 p.m. 
 
“This is a young team, but it’s very talented,” Carlin said April 2 before the Captains worked out on a sunny but cold afternoon. 
 
The battery will be starting pitcher Eli Morgan and catcher Mike Rivera. 
 
Morgan, a 21-year-old right-hander, was 3-2 with a 1.03 ERA last year at short-season Single-A season Mahoning Valley. Rivera was a 
mainstay on the University of Florida team that won the 2017 College World Series. 
Starting on the infield will be first baseman Ulysses Cantu, second baseman Tyler Friis, shortstop Ernie Clement and third baseman Nolan 
Jones, the Indians’ second-round pick in the June 2016 draft out of high school in Pennsylvania. 
 



Austen Wade, the Indians’ fifth-round pick in the June 2017 draft out of Texas Christian University, gets the start in center field. He’ll be flanked 
by Oscar Gonzalez in right field and Will Benson in left field. Benson was the Indians’ first-round pick in the June 2016 draft out of high school 
in Georgia. 
 
All of the position players spent the 2017 season in Mahoning Valley. The Scrappers, managed by Carlin, finished 44-29 in the regular season 
and made the New York-Penn League playoffs. They were beaten in the first round by Vermont. 
 
Captains third baseman Nolan Jones putting up big n umbers 
By David Glasier, The News-Herald 
Captains third baseman Nolan Jones understands numbers. 
 
During an interview April 2 at Classic Park, where the Captains were preparing for their season opener April 5 against the Fort Wayne (Ind.) Tin 
Caps, Jones said math was his favorite subject at Holy Ghost Prep High School in eastern Pennsylvania, 
 
The numbers explain why Baseball America rates Jones as the fourth-best prospect in the Indians’ organization going into the 2018 season. 
 
Last year, in 62 games at short-season Single-A Mahoning Valley, the 6-foot-4, 185-pound Jones batted .317 with four home runs and 33 RBI. 
He finished with team-high totals of games played, 69 hits, 41 runs, 19 doubles and 43 walks. His .430 on-base percentage was tops not just 
on the Scrappers but in the New York-Penn League. 
Even before he put up those big numbers at Mahoning Valley, Jones was high on baseball’s radar screen after he was taken by the Indians 
with the 50th overall pick in the second round of the June 2016 draft. He received a $2.5 million signing bonus. 
 
“Will and I talk about this all the time,” Jones said, referring to Lake County teammate Will Benson, the Indians’ first-round pick in the June 2016 
draft out of high school in Georgia. 
 
Benson, the 14th overall pick, also received a $2.5 million signing bonus. 
 
“The cool thing about baseball is that once you are in the clubhouse and wearing the uniform, none of the draft and signing stuff matters,” 
Jones said. “All that matters is what you do on the field.” 
 
Jones’ professional debut in 2016 with rookie-league Arizona was unremarkable. He batted .257 with no home runs and nine RBI in 32 games. 
 
“I was too worried about hitting home runs to prove I had power,” Jones said. “My numbers got better at Mahoning Valley because I learned to 
stay within myself and focus on hitting the ball hard.” 
 
Captains manager Luke Carlin managed the Scrappers last season. He had an up-close look at Jones’ quantum leaps forward at the plate and 
in the field. 
 
“The ability to put the bat on the ball was already there,” Carlin said. “What most impressed me was how hard Nolan worked to improve 
defensively and how he matured as a person.” 
 
Growing up, Jones was equally as enthusiastic about hockey as baseball. He played left wing in high school and on upper-level traveling teams 
coached by former NHL All-Star Keith Primeau. His teammates included older brother Peyton Jones, now the starting goaltender at Penn State. 
 
Jones said he stopped playing hockey after his junior year in high school to focus on baseball. He was offered a baseball scholarship at the 
University of Virginia but elected to sign with the Indians. 
 
“I’ve had no second thoughts about that decision,” Jones said. “Playing professional baseball is a grind, but I absolutely love every minute of it.” 
 
Jones has forged a close friendship with Benson. They were teammates in Arizona and at Mahoning Valley. This season, they’re together 
making the move up to Lake County for their first exposure to a 140-game schedule. 
 
There’s a chance they could stay together during an upward progression to hoped-for debuts with the Indians. 
 
“That would be a dream come true to get to the big leagues at the same time with your best friend,” Jones said. “Will and I are roommates and 
hitting partners. We’re different people, but we have the same commitment to be the best. We push each other.” 
 
Jones comes from an athletically inclined family. His younger sister, Liana, is a senior in high school who has accepted a softball scholarship at 
Penn State. His youngest brother, Andrew, excels in baseball and hockey. 
 
All we ask is perfection: The life of Major League Baseball's scorekeepers 
By Jim Caple  10   
Kyle Traynor is a doctor of obstetrics who often delivers babies at the famed Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota. He also is an official scorer 
at Minnesota Twins games. 



Yes, delivering babies and scorekeeping. And, amazingly, he says the jobs are somewhat alike. 
 
“Obstetrics can be hours of boredom sparked by moments of sheer terror.  Baseball can be a little of the same,” Dr. Traynor says. “The routine, 
mundane play, the 6-3 or 5-3 or fly out to left field — that doesn’t take a lot of thought and a lot of brains and it’s not anxious. But when it gets 
anxious, it gets anxious in a hurry. So, it’s not terribly dissimilar at least from a stress and attitude that you’re faced with dealing on a regular 
basis. 
 
“And in obstetrics, everybody expects the outcome to be absolutely perfect and the way they want it no matter the difficulties you’re faced with. 
Baseball is the same thing. Both teams want it to be the way they want it no matter what.’’ 
 
While most official scorer decisions garner no attention, every once in a while there is one for which they will get heat. 
 
For instance, when there is a play that is 50-50 whether it was a hit or an error, one of the two teams is not going to be pleased by the scorer’s 
decision. Score it a hit, and the pitcher might wind up with a higher ERA if a run scores. Score it an error, and the batter will see his average 
drop and maybe lose RBIs. As Traynor says, “You know whatever way you call it, the other team is going to take the other side of that.’’ 
 
Not that one team will necessarily be happy with the call. After all, score a play an error, and both the fielder and the batter get their stats 
nailed. 
 
“You can make both teams mad,’’ Seattle-based scorekeeper Eric Radovich says. “I’ve done it. Where neither guy is happy with the call. It’s not 
always one-sided. . . . There have been a couple times where I’ve thought, ‘Whoa, this will make both of them angry.’’’ 
 
Chaz Scoggins knows that well. He has been an official scorer in Boston for 40 years – he’s done more than 1,700 games — and was the Red 
Sox beat writer and columnist for the Lowell Sun for decades until retiring from the paper in 2013. As a writer and scorer, he was confronted by 
players in the clubhouse over his calls. 
 
Red Sox infielder Jerry Remy once was so upset after Scoggins scored his batted ball an error rather than a hit that, after the game, he threw a 
beer can in the clubhouse that just missed Scoggins and smashed against a wall. 
 
“To me, the difference between a good official scorer and a poor official scorer is having the integrity to stick with the calls you make and not be 
bullied into changing the call,’’ Scoggins says. “You can’t let yourself be intimidated.’’ 
Long ago, it was part of an agreement between Major League Baseball and the Baseball Writers' Association of America that a newspaper beat 
writer would score games. That changed in the early 1980s when newspapers said writers could not keep score because it could be a conflict 
of interest. 
 
“It is certainly better,’’ says John Thorn, MLB’s official historian. “It used to be that the scorer was hired by the home team and he was a 
member of the press covering the game, which put him in a uniquely conflicted position. Now, that has been impermissible for decades. That 
alone would make today’s scorers better. They’re not paid by the club and not paid by the newspaper. And they don’t have relationships they 
have to maintain with the players to get quotes.’’ 
 
Scoggins, however, was grandfathered into’ remaining a scorekeeper by his paper, but teams still had to find a lot of new ones. 
 
Former University of Cincinnati assistant baseball coach Ron Roth says then-Reds general manager Dick Wagner visited the school at the time 
and told him and others that he needed to find some scorers. “He asked me, and I went down there,’’ Roth says, “and 39 years later, I’m still 
down there.’’ 
 
A few official scorers are retired writers like Scoggins, but many are now in other professions, such as Traynor and Roth, who is a realtor in 
addition to coaching at Cincinnati's Moeller High School. Radovich, for instance, is the Washington state beer commissioner and P.A. 
announcer for the Washington Huskies. 
 
“They come from all walks of life,’’ says Laurel Prieb, the MLB vice president for special projects and scorekeeping. “You’ve got teachers, 
you’ve got business people, you’ve got lawyers. You’re really all over the place in terms of professions that score games.’’ 
 
Scorekeepers receive under $200 per game from MLB, along with many teams providing free parking and pregame meals. The league also 
makes sure there are three scorers per team (with an occasional backup) because some aren’t always available due to their full-time jobs. 
 
Both Roth and Prieb say sitting up in the press box and scoring on your own can make you feel like you’re on an island. 
 
“As you might expect, it’s not an easy job to fill,’’ Prieb says. “You need to, A, know the game and the rules. B, just have good judgment. And C, 
have thick skin. Because you are going to be told over and over again — because a lot of plays you can’t win on — what at an idiot you are!” 
 
Baseball also now holds an annual January seminar that was started roughly a decade ago by former senior vice president of club relations 
Phyllis Merhige and the late Katy Feeney. At least one scorekeeper from each city attends, and they review plays and go over issues. 
 



“I think it’s helping to bring some consistency to scoring around the league,’’ Radovich says. “We look at certain plays, talk about ones like that 
infield popup that dropped. ‘All right, everyone. It’s a hit. We’re going to say it’s a mental error.’ . . . It’s about rules we weren’t consistent with in 
every single ballpark. 
 
“There is more a sense of brotherhood among the scorers because of these seminars. We’re looking after each other a little bit. We have a 
forum you can share a play, or share a thought and talk to each other a bit.’’ 
 
Of course, the seminars also show that scorekeeping decisions are not always clear to make. A replay will sometimes be shown, and half the 
scorers will say it was a hit and half will say it was an error. 
 
Even so, scorers say their decisions have gotten better and less agonizing. For one thing, the scorekeepers can now quickly watch replays on a 
video monitor before making their final decision. Furthermore, an agreement with the players union now allows players to appeal for a scoring 
change. In the past, the team would call the media relations person, who then had to make a strong case in the press box to change it. Or the 
player would bitch about it to the scorer in the clubhouse or over the press box phone. There also were allegations that some scorers would be 
one-sided to the home team. 
 
“You remember how it was; you would go to a certain city, and someone might say, ‘They’re homers there — they’ll never call an error, they’ll 
always call it a hit for their team,’” Prieb says. “That was a reputation in certain places, but I do believe the review system does help. If 
somebody doesn’t like a play or the way it was scored, you appeal it. Then it will work through the system. It goes beyond the scorer to really 
being judged at a major league level, and you see where it’s at.’’ 
 
The appeal goes to the major league office, where it is looked over. If still in dispute, the appeal is sent to MLB executive Joe Torre, who makes 
the final decision. “He is the Supreme Court on it,’’ Traynor says. 
 
Fellow Minnesota scorer Stew Thornley says no one likes getting a call overturned. “But you just have to accept it. Sometimes, I look at a play 
that’s been overturned, and I understand why. Joe Torre does it. He played the game at catcher and third base. So, he understands what a hot 
shot to the hot corner is like. I think that helps just to get that kind of feedback.’’ 
 
Prieb estimates scoring calls are changed 20 percent of the time or less, which Scoggins says is a much better percentage for scorers than for 
umpires. 
 
“And for the most part, when they appeal it, Torre or Joe Garagiola Jr. will send an email asking why we ruled it so they get our input before 
they make their decision,’’ Scoggins adds, “so they don’t just ignore us before overturning a call.’’ 
 
The appeal system also makes it easier on the media relations staff, who in the past could be told by their team to make a strong argument to 
change calls. Plus, the scorers don’t have to hear the grief as often. 
 
“Now with the appeals process, sometimes the (media relations person) will come over, but they don’t make it a big deal anymore,’’ Scoggins 
says. “They’re not going to get into an argument with you over it. The team will just file an appeal with the league. 
 
“It’s less combative than it was.’’ 
Among the noted historic controversies is a hit being changed to an error in 1953 that wound up costing Al Rosen the American League batting 
title — and the Triple Crown — by one point. Ty Cobb also won the 1910 batting title because, as Thorn, the MLB historian, reports, a 2-for-3 
game of his was erroneously added twice, giving him two extra hits. Some also suggest that Joe DiMaggio’s 56-game hitting streak in 1941 was 
kept alive by a scorekeeper who was also a friend, Dan Daniel. 
 
But perhaps nothing has been more controversial than the way scorekeepers handle possible no-hitters. 
 
As Thornley recounts in a story, there was a game in 1979 when then-Angels pitcher Nolan Ryan took a no-hitter into the eighth inning against 
the Yankees. Center fielder Rick Miller was unable to make a shoestring catch on a low liner, and scorer Dick Miller ruled it an error. Thornley 
writes that even Angels vice president Buzzy Bavasi was upset by scoring it an error and shouted at Miller: “You didn’t have to do that. You’ve 
embarrassed us!” 
 
That no-hitter was broken up in the ninth inning by a single, anyway, but it is a good example of how controversial some calls can be. It’s not 
only an issue late in the game when a play could be scored a hit or error but also early in the game when a similar play has initially been scored 
a hit. If that remains the only hit into the final innings, the scorer is going to get grief over it. 
 
“It happened with Dave Goltz a couple times in the 1970s, and I was at one of the games,’’ Thornley recalls. “There was such a hit in the first 
inning, and it hung out there as the only hit in the game until two out in the ninth inning. Patrick Reusse was the official scorer on one of them, 
and the pressure one feels at that point — what do you do? Do you just go back and more or less say, ‘Yeah, it should be an error?' It doesn’t 
look good if you just do it to put a no-hitter back on the board.’’ 
 
There have been games in which scorers have been criticized for scoring a play an error rather than a hit under the presumption they were 
trying to maintain the no-no. And games in which they have been criticized for ending a no-no by scoring a play a hit rather than an error. 



“An official scorer doesn’t win in that situation,’’ says Roth, who has scored two no-hitters and one perfect game. “Give a guy a hit, and you 
broke up his no-hitter. And if you give him an error, (some will say) the only reason you gave him an error is because he had a no-hitter going. 
The writers will come in and get you anyway it works.’’ 
 
Which means that not just the players can be upset by a scoring decision. 
 
Regardless, Radovich says, “I think you have to stick with your call. If you saw it as a hit in the second inning, and the guy has a one-hitter in 
the eighth inning with 16 strikeouts, it was still a hit in the second inning. You have to take that same tact. ‘I’m scoring a baseball game. I would 
never overturn it because it gives the guy a no-hitter.’ I would just say, ‘That’s how I saw it in the second inning, so I don’t know what to tell you.’ 
 
“Could someone see it a different way? Of course, they could. It was a close call. But I scored it the way I scored it live, and I’m never going to 
let external factors change my calls.’’ 
Another worry is how a scoring decision might jeopardize a player’s career. 
 
Thornley scored St. Paul Saints games in the independent league. He recalls one Saints game in which he called a close play a hit rather than 
an error, a decision he remained unsure about for several days. The team contacted him and asked whether it should be changed to an error. 
He agreed, and the change removed three earned runs from the pitcher, lowering his ERA. 
 
“It just hit me there that this is real life,’’ Thornley says. “For this pitcher, that can make a difference whether he stays in the starting rotation or 
not. It can make a difference whether he stays on the roster or not. It’s a real-life thing. Just think of the responsibility you have. 
 
“It’s often a little overwhelming, but that’s part of the challenge and part of what makes it a very intriguing and enjoyable job.’’ 
 
Not that pitchers always want scoring decisions to remain an error. Scoggins says Roger Clemens oddly once asked him to change an error on 
the shortstop to a hit after a game. “I said, ‘Roger, that will cost you two earned runs if I change it,'’’ Scoggins recalls. “He said, ‘I don’t care. It 
was a tough play. I think it should be a hit.' I couldn’t argue with that, so I changed it.’’ 
 
Scorers actually call many fewer errors than in the past. In 1917, the average number of errors per team was 234 in a season. A half-century 
later in 1967, it had dropped to 136 per team. Last year, it was a mere 94. Part of the early decline was probably due to improved gloves. 
Scoggins says the latter decline is due to players getting better coaching in the minors and majors. 
 
Fields also are in better shape. Not that it’s always easy to see from high up in the press box. After one complaint about whether a scorer could 
see if a ground ball had topspin, Thornley went down to the field during batting practice the next day, took some grounders and had a good 
conversation with then-Twins bench coach Steve Liddle. 
 
“I think the biggest benefit of that wasn’t anything that he really told me as much as that we connected and had a bit of a conversation and I 
was no longer a faceless idiot to him,’’ Thornley says. “I was somebody there who cares enough to come down, and I think they give you credit 
for that.’’ 
 
Then, there was the game in which Scoggins scored an error on third baseman Troy Glaus, who called the press box after the game and 
explained that because of the way the ball bounced it should have been a hit. Scoggins reviewed the play and changed it. Then, Glaus called 
up a few minutes later and said that he just realized the scoring change hurt the pitcher’s ERA and asked him to change it back. 
 
Scoggins said he wouldn’t change it. “I told him, 'You should have thought about that before you called me.'’’ 
 
In the end, Scoggins says players generally get over the scoring call and move on. 
 
“They often come back and apologize for losing their tempers,’’ he says. “I’ve never reported anyone to the league (for complaints). No one has 
threatened me or assaulted me or threatened to murder my wife. Just accept it as part of the game.’’ 
 
In fact, he says he became friends with Remy, who threw the beer can at the wall after getting upset at a scoring decision. He says the ex-
player, who has worked Red Sox television for 30 years, will joke that Scoggins prevented him from getting to 3,000 hits. To which Scoggins 
will reply good-naturedly: “Jerry, you were 1,700 hits short of 3,000. I didn’t take 1,700 hits away from you.’’ 
 
As Thorn says, “You have to almost adopt the demeanor of a doctor, where you empathize with the patients but you have to do your job.’’ 
 
Angels unravel early and oddly against Indians 

By JEFF MILLER 

They were two games over .500, having won three of four in Oakland. 

They were riding a wave of international euphoria provided by their Japanese wonder. 

They were saluting one their past fan favorites, Jered Weaver, asked to toss out the ceremonial first pitch. 

The Angels were all set for their home opener Monday night except for one thing: They were playing the wrong team. 



 Angeles center fielder Mike Trout makes a catch off the bat of Indians batter Francisco Lindor inthe 1st inning. 

There should have been no opponent less welcomed in Anaheim for this occasion than the Cleveland Indians, who recently have been resurrected in part because 
of their overwhelming success against the Angels. 

This one ended up 6-0 in Cleveland's favor, the Angels now having fallen to the Indians 12 straight times, a streak that ties the club record for losses to one team 
and goes back to when no one around here even knew the name Shohei Ohtani. 

The latest defeat unraveled early and oddly, the Indians scoring their first run when the Angels stopped playing and their second on consecutive defensive 
miscues by a player who, during this homestand, will be recognized for winning a 2017 Gold Glove. 

The weirdness commenced with one out in the second, when Edwin Encarnacion hit a JC Ramirez fastball toward the base of the foul pole in left. 

Justin Upton retreated and as he, the wall and the ball converged, so too did the outstretched glove of a fan. 

Indians pitcher Mike Clevinger throws a pitch against the Angels int he 4th inning. 

The ball, however, hit nothing until striking the wide yellow line painted on the wall to differentiate fair from foul. 

Upton reached for it as it descended and then, thinking the ball had landed foul, didn't pursue it. 

"I ran after the ball and braced myself on the wall," he said. "Had no clue the ball was fair. Couldn't hear anything…so it was an inside-the-park home run." 

As Encarnacion kept circling toward the plate, Upton realized the play was live but had no time to recover. 

Angels pitcher J.C. Ramirez stands on the mound as Indians batter Tyler Naquin rounds the bases on a two-run home run in the 4th inning. 

An inning later, the Angels' defensive lapse was even more bizarre because of the man who authored it. 

Martin Maldonado is acknowledged as one of the finest catchers in baseball, one who last season had a fielding percentage of .998. He helped win one of the 
games in Oakland by picking off a runner from first. 

But here, he was charged with a passed ball and throwing error on the same play, allowing Bradley Zimmer to advance to third and then home as the Indians 
assumed control on a night when the Angels' offense went flat. 

So what's left? Just this: The winning pitcher Monday was Mike Clevinger, a former Angels' fourth-round pick who, in 2014, was traded to Cleveland for reliever 
Vinnie Pestano. 

"It's good fun," Clevinger said of the victory. "I always want to leave a good impression." 

This home opener could have gone better. Or at least had a less cruel guest list. 

Angels' Parker promises to return to last season's form 

By JEFF MILLER 

He was a feel-good story for the Angels last season, a reliever who, at age 32, finally established himself in the big leagues after years of trying. 

In his first two appearances of 2018, however, the air surrounding Blake Parker has been slightly chillier. 

He struggled through the ninth inning Friday, allowing two hits, a walk and a run while picking up the save in a 2-1 victory over Oakland. 

He struggled again Sunday against the A's, retiring only one of the four batters he faced in the ninth before being lifted in favor of Keynan Middleton, who got the 
final two outs for the save. 

"I'm going to get better," Parker said. "I'm going to keep working and get back to where I know I can be and pitching more competitively." 

He said he spent part of Monday watching video, particularly of his 2017 season, when he had a 2.54 ERA, 0.832 WHIP and eight saves in 71 games. 

Parker explained that his arm and body both feel fine. He has concluded that his issues are mechanical. 

"I want to help this team out," Parker said. "We've got a good team here and a good bullpen. We've got a good chance to make some moves this season. But it's 
going to take all of us to be locked in." 

Francona knew Ohtani would pitch in the majors 

Cleveland manager Terry Francona evidently wasn't surprised at what Shohei Ohtani did Sunday in Oakland. 

In November of 2014, Francona was a coach on a team of big-leaguers during a tour of Japan. Ohtani pitched in that series, losing a game in which his opposing 
starter was the Angels' Matt Shoemaker. 

Ohtani, who was 20 at the time, went four innings, giving up two runs on six hits and striking out seven. 

That was enough to impress Francona. On Monday, when asked how soon he envisioned Ohtani being ready to pitch in the big leagues back then, Francona said, 
"In the next week." 

Heaney to pitch Friday in minor-league outing 

Andrew Heaney (elbow inflammation) is scheduled to pitch Friday in a minor league game and throw 80 to 90 pitches. 

If he passes that test, he could make his 2018 debut the first time the team needs an additional starter, during the April 12-15 series in Kansas City. 

Etc. 

Jahmai Jones, the Angels' No. 4 prospect according to MLB Pipeline, is moving from the outfield to second base. He'll open the season at single-A Inland Empire. 
… The Angels unveiled their new protective netting, which extends at the same height of the netting above the backstop to the far end of each dugout. 
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