
Brantley delivers in decisive 10th for AL squad 

By Casey Harrison MLB.com 

When Michael Brantley sent the Indians into the All-Star break with a go-ahead home run in the eighth inning against the Yankees on Sunday -- 

leading to a win -- it reminded fans he's no stranger to clutch at-bats. 

 
Brantley represented the Tribe well on Tuesday night in the 89th All-Star Game presented by Mastercard at Nationals Park. The left fielder went 

1-for-2 and delivered a key sacrifice fly as part of a three-run 10th inning to help the American League secure an 8-6 win against the National 

League. 

 

The decisive rally also gave the AL its sixth straight Midsummer Classic win. Trevor Bauer and Corey Kluber did not pitch in the game. 

 

"I didn't know we had won that many [All-Star Games] in a row against them," Tribe shortstop Francisco Lindor said. "But I do know that nobody 

wants to come out here and give up runs, and no hitter wants to come out here and strike out. Everybody's trying to do something to look good 

and win that day. We're all having fun, but at the same time, we're trying to put on a good show for everybody." 

 
The game was a sluggish offensive showing for most of the Indians' All-Stars, who combined to finish 1-for-6. Lindor went 0-for-1 and sent a 

lazy flyout to left in the top of the sixth. After the at-bat, Lindor hit the deck to do some quick pushups. 

 

"I hit that ball as hard as I could and it went absolutely nowhere," Lindor joked with FOX broadcaster Joe Buck while in the field during the 

seventh inning. 

 

Perhaps fellow All-Stars Jose Ramirez and Yan Gomes should follow the advice of Lindor. 

 

Ramirez -- the AL's starting third baseman -- went 0-for-2, popping out to Cubs second baseman Javier Baez on a 96.5 mph fastball from 

Nationals ace Max Scherzer in the first inning and striking out looking on three pitches in the fourth against the Braves' Mike Foltynewicz. In all, 
Ramirez saw five pitches. 

 

"It happens, we're playing with the superstars and sometimes you don't succeed," Ramirez said through an interpreter. "Especially it happens 

when you're playing with superstars like this." 

 

Most of the Indians didn't get in the game until the sixth inning. Lindor replaced Orioles star and potential trade target Manny Machado at 

shortstop, while Gomes replaced the Royals' Salvador Perez behind the plate and Brantley went to left in place of Boston's Mookie Betts, who 

started in right field. 

 

Gomes grounded out on a first-pitch fastball from Pirates reliever Felipe Vazquez in the seventh, before Brantley followed with a single to left, 
though he was stranded at second. The pair batted again in the eighth after Jean Segura belted a no-doubt, three-run go-ahead homer to give 

the AL a short-lived 5-2 lead, striking out and grounding out, respectively. 

 

Though the Indians have the worst winning percentage among first-place teams (.547), when Lindor was asked about his team's ability to surge 

in the second half, he indicated the Tribe could only be one or two moves away from contending for its second World Series appearance in 

three years. 

 

"I think we're gonna make a great push," Lindor said from the clubhouse. "I think we're in a good spot, whether we add or subtract I think we're 

gonna be good." 

 
With the goal being to finish the job. 

 

"If you go back to 2016, nobody had us on the books, nobody had us making it, nobody had us winning it. We made some good trades, we 

added [relief ace Andrew Miller], we added guys at the Trade Deadline and the next thing you know, we're in the World Series. I believe in my 

team, and we've just got to make sure we're in the playoffs, and when we're in the playoffs, anything can happen." 

 

On record-setting night, AL outslugs NL 

By Anthony Castrovince MLB.com @castrovince 

WASHINGTON -- The ball wasn't flying out of Nationals Park quite as frequently as it did during Bryce Harper's heroic hometown homer binge 

a night earlier, but it was flying all the same in a dinger-driven, record-breaking 89th All-Star Game presented by Mastercard on Tuesday night. 
 

In the end, the two standout swats were the back-to-back solo shots hit by Astros teammates Alex Bregman and George Springer -- off a 

Dodgers pitcher (Ross Stripling), no less -- in the top of the 10th inning of what became an 8-6 victory for the American League. 

Bregman was given the Ted Williams Most Valuable Player Award presented by Chevrolet for his role in the AL's sixth straight win in the 

Midsummer Classic. 

 

"I took a cutter down the middle of the first pitch and kind of went into battle mode and just was trying to put a line drive in play, and it left the 

yard," said Bregman. "It was crazy. It was a lot of fun." 

 

But while the result reflects the AL's recent dominance in this summer showcase and, in a way, the Astros' standing as defending champs, the 
game itself was reflective of the homer-happy times we live in. 

 

 



"It was like a regular-season game with the home runs accounting for pretty much everything," said Blue Jays pitcher J.A. Happ, who made a 

rare turn in the "closer" role by getting the save in the 10th. "Maybe a few less walks than normal, but pretty standard stuff. We were 

commenting in the bullpen that that's the way it's going these days." 

 

The two teams combined for 10 homers, destroying the previous record of six that had last been reached in 1971 by some gentlemen named 
Johnny Bench, Hank Aaron, Reggie Jackson, Frank Robinson, Harmon Killebrew and Roberto Clemente -- Hall of Famers, all. 

 

Maybe not all of the blasts on this night were hit by guys who are Cooperstown-bound. But Bregman, Springer, Aaron Judge, Mike Trout, 

Willson Contreras, Trevor Story, Jean Segura, Christian Yelich, Scooter Gennett and Joey Votto collectively put up a performance for the All-

Star ages. All but one of the game's 14 runs was driven in by a long ball. 

 

"To kind of empty your tank and hit homers at this event is probably the best thing imaginable," said AL and Astros manager AJ Hinch. "Just to 

have that kind of emotion that comes with the home run. Especially when the big boys hit it, and especially when the Astros hit it." 

 

The AL seemingly had the game in hand thanks to Segura's pinch-hit three-run homer off Josh Hader in the top of the eighth. But Gennett 
wowed the crowd and stunned the junior circuit by taking Mariners closer Edwin Diaz deep in the bottom of the ninth to tie it. 

 

To extras it went, and it didn't take long for Bregman and Springer to summon the Fall Classic magic of old. The AL added another run on -- of 

all things -- a sacrifice fly from Michael Brantley. And though Votto's solo shot in the bottom of the 10th kept things interesting, Happ was able to 

close it out before any more dinger drama developed. 

 

So this was a night for watching it fly and letting it fly. AL starter Chris Sale threw a fastball clocked by Statcast™ at 100.7 mph -- his fastest 

pitch since 2010. NL starter Max Scherzer threw his four fastest pitches of the season en route to striking out four in two innings of work. 

 

The All-Stars capitalized on their opportunity to showcase their skills in the nation's capital, and they let their personalities show, too, with in-
game selfies and mic'd-up position players. Indians shortstop Francisco Lindor felt so bad when he couldn't muscle a drive over the wall that he 

dropped down and did some pushups. It was that kind of night. 

 

There was even some off-the-field drama developing, with reports swirling about Manny Machado possibly heading to the Dodgers as he 

played what might have been his last game in a Baltimore Orioles uniform. In an in-game interview with FOX Sports and MLB Network insider 

Ken Rosenthal, Machado acknowledged the not-so-subtle storyline by saying, "If this is the last time, hopefully I treated them well, I did 

everything I could for the organization." 

The AL could be losing one of its signature stars. But it won a game that very much resembled a Derby. 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Gennett's game-tying homer might get lost to history, given the end result, but he still put himself in a pretty cool spot in the All-Star history 

books. When he hit his two-run, 396-foot blast off Diaz, Gennett became just the third player to hit a game-tying home run in the ninth inning of 

a Midsummer Classic, joining Ralph Kiner in 1950 and Fred McGriff in '94. That sent the All-Star Game into extras for a second consecutive 

year. The last time that had happened was 1966-67. 

SOUND SMART 

This was the first game in MLB history -- regular season, postseason or All-Star -- in which five players homered for each team. 

 

HE SAID IT 

"In the beginning, it was, 'Is anybody going to get a hit other than a homer?' And at the end, it was, 'Are we going to have enough pitching to get 

out of this mess?'" -- Hinch 
 

UP NEXT 

Oh yes, they'll meet again. The 90th All-Star Game will take place on July 9, 2019, at Cleveland's Progressive Field, which last hosted the 

Midsummer Classic in 1997 (when it was still known as Jacobs Field). The AL will take an All-Star edge into that contest, having broken the all-

time tie Tuesday by improving to 44-43-2 against the NL. 

 

Story, Ramirez earn Player of Week honors 

By Matt Kelly MLB.com @mattkellyMLB 

Rockies shortstop Trevor Story and Indians third baseman Jose Ramirez were honored Monday as the National League and the American 

League Player of the Week presented by W.B. Mason. 
 

Story clubbed a walk-off home run against the Mariners on Sunday, wrapping up a week in which he hit .400 with three homers and three 

doubles while compiling a 1.303 OPS. Story's homer on Sunday was his 20th of the first half, and he enters his first All-Star Game with career-

best marks in batting average (.292), on-base percentage (.353) and slugging percentage (.557). 

 

Ramirez went 11-for-26 (.423) with five home runs to compile a tremendous 1.598 OPS to close out the final week before the All-Star break. 

The 25-year-old tallied multiple hits in five of his seven contests during the week and scored a run in all but one of them as he completed an 

incredible first half. Ramirez's 29 home runs since Opening Day tied Mickey Mantle (1956 and '61) and Lance Berkman (2002) for the most in 

the first half by a switch-hitter. Ramirez tallied 57 extra-base hits, one shy of Albert Belle's first-half franchise record for the Indians. 

This marks the third AL Player of the Week Award for Ramirez, who took home the honor twice last season for the weeks of June 18 and Sept. 
3. It's Story's third Player of the Week Award, as well, after he claimed it twice in 2016 (April 10 and July 24) 

 



Indians notebook: Francisco Lindor leans on Michael Brantley as ‘big brother’ or ‘dad’; Trevor Bauer the lone man rooting for extra 

innings; Jose Ramirez named AL Player of the Week 

by Beacon Journal/Ohio.com 

CLEVELAND: There are times when it seems Indians star shortstop Francisco Lindor has it all figured out, making it easy to forget he’s still only 

24 and can’t yet rent a car without paying extra fees. 
 

Lindor will take part in his third consecutive All-Star Game on Tuesday. He also entered the All-Star break ranked fourth in the major leagues 

with 5.3 fWAR and, along with infield mate Jose Ramirez, is among the top contenders for the American League MVP award. 

 

But that doesn’t mean Lindor doesn’t sometimes seek advice. 

 

Enter veteran left fielder Michael Brantley. The Indians took somewhat of a gamble on his health when they exercised his $12 million club 

option for this season. Thus far, they have been handsomely rewarded for their faith, as he’s hit .308 a 129 wRC+ and will join Lindor in 

Washington, D.C., as an All-Star. 

 
The Indians’ decision to keep Brantley this season had a lot to do with what he can do on the field when healthy. But being familiar with 

Brantley as a clubhouse presence certainly didn’t hurt his case, either. 

 

And for Lindor, Brantley been a consistent resource. 

 

“Brant is like a dad. He’s like a big brother,” Lindor recently said. “When I’m struggling, I go to him, or even when I’m going good, I just go up to 

him and say, ‘Hey, give me some knowledge today.’ 

 

“He’s very special. I’m glad I get the chance to play with him day in and day out. And seeing how successful he has been even though he’s had 

a lot of ups and downs, he never backs down from anything, he goes out there day in and day out, and I’m very proud of him.” 
 

Brantley said he doesn’t quite feel old enough to be a teammate’s father, but he knew he could be helpful to one of the organization’s younger 

and more valuable players. 

 

“I don’t feel ‘that’ old,” Brantley said. “But, at the same time, he’s a young kid that was coming up, and I just wanted to do whatever I could to 

help him out, because veterans did that for me. 

 

“So, you kind of pass it down — anything that I could. Any questions that he has and to tell me or ask me and I give him the best answer I 

could. But, I hope I’m not a dad, yet. I mean, I have kids, but he’s a little old to be my son.” 

 
Lone rooting interest 

It’s likely Trevor Bauer will only get to pitch in the All-Star Game if it goes into extra innings. He threw 110 pitches in a start on Sunday but, as 

he’s made clear for quite some time, he’s always ready to take the mound. He’d love to pitch, but he’ll have to at least wait until the 10th inning 

to have a chance. 

 

“Probably the only person in baseball rooting for extra innings in the All-Star Game,” Bauer said on Sunday, smiling. 

 

Player of the Week 

Ramirez on Monday was named the American League Player of the Week for the week of July 9. 

 
Ramirez continued his red-hot stretch by hitting .423 with five home runs and a 1.598 OPS. For the season, his 6.5 fWAR ranks second in 

baseball. 

 

IronPigs 3, Clippers 1 | Clippers’ Eric Haase heating up at plate over past month 

By Mark Znidar  

It took an International League All-Star and two other pitchers to finally send Eric Haase back to the dugout without him at least touching first 

base Monday night. 

 

It will be news about the league that Haase struck out twice and flew out twice in four at-bats and didn’t drive in a run in the Clippers’ 3-1 loss to 

Lehigh Valley before 10,484 at Huntington Park. 
 

IronPigs left-hander Cole Irvin, who started the Triple-A All-Star Game last Wednesday, gave up three hits and struck out three in six innings. 

 

Haase went into the game having batted .392 in his previous 10 games and .352 in his previous 19 games. He was voted the league’s batter of 

the week the second straight week after having five straight multi-RBI games. 

 

“I feel like I’ve been getting my pitches to hit and not missing them,” Haase said. “Before, I’d foul off a lot of pitches. I was off a little and felt I 

should have been putting more in play, at least. I’ve been treating BP almost like a game, and it has helped me.” 

 

Baseball | Players’ culture is foundation of Indians’ success 

By Adam Jardy  

CLEVELAND — There was a recent time when some of the hardest concepts to define had to be put into words for the Cleveland Indians. 

 



Not even three years ago, manager Terry Francona’s third season with the club took a different feel when Cleveland dumped four veterans 

around the trade deadline and placed its faith in a younger group of players signed to long-term contracts. 

 

In concert with Francona, that group of players — including Corey Kluber, Michael Brantley, Jason Kipnis and Yan Gomes — came up with 

what amounted to an accountability contract for each player to sign. They drew up versions in English and Spanish to make sure everyone 
understood what was expected of them while they played for the Indians. 

 

Now with Cleveland in its third year of owning a stranglehold on the American League Central Division despite what has been an occasionally 

challenging 2018 season, the document isn’t required reading for those who occupy the home clubhouse at Progressive Field. 

 

“I think it’s one of those things that we’ve developed and built a culture here of playing the game the right way, preparing for the game the right 

way, things like that,” Kluber said. “I guess that’s just part of who we are now. I don’t think we have many instances where we need to fall back 

on that type of stuff. I think it’s ingrained in the team now.” 

 

The concept boils down to a belief in playing the game “the right way,” as Kluber and Brantley put it. It’s not the easiest concept to define, but 
the Indians tried. 

 

“You show up, you’re a good teammate first and foremost,” Brantley said. “I think that’s the most important thing. Then you go out there and 

play hard. You’re committed to a group effort. No one person is going to carry us every single day. We have to do it as a team.” 

 

Reflecting back, Francona was quick to point out that a piece of paper with words is nothing more unless those to whom it is addressed actually 

try to abide by it. Similarly, asking players to approach the game a certain way or handle their business in a certain manner is no guarantee that 

the team will win a single game or the World Series. 

 

But it can help. 
“Because they did it, they took ownership, it was very meaningful,” Francona said. “It’s what we aspire to be, and it’s hard, but that’s what can 

be a separator to make you go from good to potentially great.” 

 

Since the contract was drawn up, starting pitcher Mike Clevinger has made his way to the majors and solidified himself in the rotation. He hasn’t 

seen what it spells out, but he has gotten a feel for it. 

 

“You see it from the minute you walk into the clubhouse, just how punctual everyone is,” he said. “There’s not a whole lot of telling them to do 

this or do that. Everybody is a bunch of professionals who handle their own business in the right way, and you don’t want to be that odd man 

out.” 

 
Therein lies one of the primary goals of the contract. This year, the Indians will have to make decisions on Brantley, relievers Cody Allen and 

Andrew Miller and outfielder Lonnie Chisenhall, who when healthy have all been significant parts of this recent run of success. 

 

As players come and go, the hope is that the ideals remain and the feeling of a closing window of success is diminished. 

 

“I think if you’re looking at it from that sense, ideally the culture of the team is solid enough that younger guys who come up who are eventually 

going to be in that position, they adopt those same ideals,” Kluber said. “Then you don’t really have that clock-ticking type of feeling because it 

feels more continuous if everybody buys into it.” 

 

IronPigs 10, Clippers 6 | Tribe’s Andrew Miller effective in rehab appearance 

By Mark Znidar  

On a hot, dry and windy Tuesday afternoon, Lehigh Valley showed why it has the best record in the International League by hitting five home 

runs to all reaches of Huntington Park and even parts unknown. 

 

The IronPigs did look mortal in the sixth inning when Columbus brought in something of an unfair advantage in the form of left-handed reliever 

Andrew Miller. 

 

Miller isn’t quite ready to return to the Cleveland Indians from an injury rehabilitation stay, but his first game action since late May was 

impressive in the Clippers’ 10-6 loss before 10,607. 

 
He threw 12 pitches, reaching a high of 93 mph, in getting Matt McBride on a line drive to left and striking out Danny Ortiz swinging and Logan 

Moore looking. As usual, the back-foot slider that acts like a Frisbee was his out pitch. 

 

“It’s what you’d expect at this point,” Miller said. “I was right in the middle of the number of pitches I was allowed to throw and threw strikes. 

There was nothing more I could ask. It was a good first step. The velocities were fine and I hope they go up. I felt good.” 

Players gave Miller high-fives as he walked the length of the dugout and back. His next work with the Clippers could come Thursday against 

Scranton/Wilkes-Barre. 

 

Indians manager Terry Francona wants Miller, 33, to pitch as close to Cleveland as possible. On Sunday, he threw off the mound before a 

double-A Eastern League game in Akron. 
 

Cleveland put Miller on the disabled list with right knee inflammation May 26. It was the second time this season he has been disabled, and the 

organization vowed to bring him back slowly so he could return for the playoff drive. 



“There is a tentative plan and I’m scheduled to throw at least a couple more times with these guys,” Miller said. “Beyond that, I don’t know. A lot 

of things come into play. I missed a good amount of time and there is a process in coming back. There are a certain amount of hoops you have 

to jump through, and this is the right thing to do.” 

 

The Indians acquired Miller from the New York Yankees at the trade deadline in 2016, and he was vital in the team reaching the World Series 
for the first time since 1997. 

 

Last season, Cleveland made the playoffs with Miller again pitching anywhere from the fifth through ninth innings. He threw 62 2/3 innings in 57 

games. 

This season, injuries have limited him to 14 1/3 innings and 17 games. He is 1-3 with a 4.40 ERA. 

 

“That’s the attitude I have every outing is that I want to be out there (with the Indians),” Miller said. “I want to contribute. I want to be part of the 

team. The best thing I can do is come back healthy and pitch the way I’m capable. My mechanics were good today and that’s what I’ve been 

searching for. As things get fine-tuned, maybe you put your foot on the gas a little bit more.” 

 
All-Star game rekindles vivid memories for Indians manager Terry Francona 

By Jeff Schudel, The News-Herald & The Morning Journal 

Indians manager Terry Francona will be sweating/relaxing at his home in Tucson, Ariz., on July 17 while the 2018 Major League Baseball All-

Star game is being played in Washington, D.C., but he has been on that stage twice as the American League manager, and they are 

experiences he will never forget. 

 

The managers of each team are the managers of the teams that met in the World Series the previous season. 

 

Francona managed the American League in the 2005 All-Star game as the Boston manager after the Red Sox won the 2004 World Series and 

again in 2008 after the Red Sox won the World Series in 2007. He would have managed the American League in 2017 because the Indians 
won the A.L. pennant in 2016, but he required emergency surgery, so Indians bench coach Brad Mills managed the team. 

 

“The first All-Star game, I don’t even remember because it was going so fast, trying to get guys in,” Francona said reflectively July 15. “And the 

second one was the one in New York — the last one at (old) Yankee Stadium. It was the most special. 

“I remember standing out behind home plate as they introduced the current guys and then they brought out Hall of Famers, like three at every 

position. And I remember standing on the field thinking, ‘What am I doing standing here?’ ” 

 

The late Indians great, right-handed pitcher Bob Feller, was among that legendary Hall of Fame honor guard introduced 10 years ago. Bob 

Gibson of the Cardinals was part of the pitching-rich group, along with Yankees’ legend Whitey Ford. 

 
Harmon Killebrew of the Twins and Eddie Murray from the Orioles and Indians were among the first basemen. Rod Carew of the Twins and Bill 

Mazeroski of the Pirates were introduced at second base. Brooks Robinson of the Orioles, Mike Schmidt of the Phillies and George Brett of the 

Royals tipped their caps at third base. Ozzie Smith of the Cardinals and Robin Yount of the Brewers were at shortstop along with Ernie Banks 

of the Cubs and Cal Ripken, Jr. of the Orioles. 

 

The outfield was just as star-studded. Lou Brock of the Cardinals, Billy Williams of the Cubs and Ralph Kiner of the Pirates in left field; Willie 

Mays, of the New York baseball Giants and San Francisco Giants, was the only Hall of Fame center fielder introduced. The right fielders 

included Al Kaline of the Tigers, Frank Robinson of the Orioles, Hank Aaron of the Braves and Reggie Jackson of the Yankees. 

 

Earl Weaver of the Orioles and Tommy Lasorda of the Dodgers were introduced as Hall of Fame managers. 
 

The last Hall of Famer introduced was beloved Yogi Berra, the catcher for the Yankees from 1946-65. 

 

After all those names and more, Clint Hurdle of the Rockies and Francona of the Red Sox were introduced as managers for the game that 

night. 

 

It is safe to say there has never been so much baseball greatness on one field at one time before or since. 

 

“It was incredible,” Francona said. “They were running guys out there like holy cow. It was unbelievable. 

 
“Of all the guys, I wanted to see Yount, because he had been so good to me when I went to Milwaukee, and I missed him when he was coming 

off the field,” Francona said, smiling as he told the story. “And he must have found out. So he came down in the dugout in the third inning. And 

he came down the runway there. And the game’s going on. And he goes, ‘Tito, I can’t believe this.’ And I go, ‘Yeah.’ And he goes ‘I can’t 

believe it.’ I go, ‘Yeah.’ And he goes, ‘No, I really can’t believe it.’ I go, ‘OK, I get it.’ ” 

 

Francona played in 89 games with the Brewers in 1989 and three games with them in 1990. Yount played 162 games with Milwaukee the year 

before Francona made the roster. 

 

Yount, the star at shortstop, didn’t have to make time for Francona, who had to scratch and claw to make the Brewers out of spring training. 

Instead, they developed a close bond that still exists. Yount made the first move. 
 



“I made the (Brewers) as a non-roster (player), so he let me stay with him the first week until I got an apartment,” Francona said. “He got me a 

car. I was the 25th man on the team. He was like the ultimate teammate, in my opinion. He was a gamer on the field. But he treated everybody 

the same if you tried to play the game the right way. ” 

 

Francona recalled playing a game in Cleveland in 1989 while he was with Milwaukee. He laid down a sacrifice bunt and dove head first into first 
base trying beat the throw. He was out. 

 

“Probably not as close as I thought,” Francona recalled. “I got up and I was kind of embarrassed. Robin was standing on the top step. He said, 

‘I don’t care if you’re out. Way to go.’ And I remember thinking, ‘I’d run through a wall for him.’ He’s just, like, the best teammate ever.’” 

 

That one moment has stayed with Francona all these years. It’s one reason you’ll see him at the top step of the Indians dugout to show he 

appreciates when his players hustle, even if the result isn’t always positive. 

 

“Because you want them to know,” Francona said. “Yeah. It just resonated.” 

 
Most Indians All-Stars will have to sit and wait July 17 

By Jeff Schudel, The News-Herald & The Morning Journal 

Indians fans will have to be patient to watch their favorite players perform in the Major League All-Star game July 17. 

 

A.J. Hinch, manager of the World Series champion Houston Astros, will manage the American League team in the game beginning at 7:30 p.m. 

in Nationals Park in Washington, D.C. 

Hinch on July 15 sent Indians manager Terry Francona a text outlining how he plans to use starters and substitutes. Third baseman Jose 

Ramirez is the Indians only starter. 

“A.J. texted me, which I thought was really cool,” Francona said. “He laid out everything every player is going to do. He told me Jose is going to 

play third. Obviously. Play five innings. 
 

“Brant (Michael Brantley), the other guys are coming in second. Trevor (Bauer) is only going to pitch if it’s extra innings. For him to take the time 

was really good. I was very appreciative.” 

Left fielder Brantley, shortstop Francisco Lindor and catcher Yan Gomes will enter the game at the top of the sixth inning if Hinch sticks to the 

plan. Bauer won’t get the chance to pitch unless the game goes into extra innings because he started July 15 and threw 110 pitches. 

 

“I’d love to be on the mound Tuesday,” Bauer said after pitching on July 15. “Who knows? It’s not my decision whether I pitch or not. Obviously, 

there is a ton of deserving guys there. 

 

 “Mostly I’m going just enjoy the experience and the atmosphere and being around the best players the game has to offer right now. If I get in, 
I’ll have some fun with it. I’m probably the only person in baseball rooting for extra innings in the All-Star game.” 

 

Indians starter Corey Kluber is part of the All-Star team, but he won’t pitch because he is recuperating from getting an injection in his right knee 

on July 13. 

 

American League wins 89th All-Star Game, but debate over rules and talent continues 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com phoynes@cleveland.com 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Tony Clark and Rob Manfred, who have opposing views on so many subjects, can agree on one thing - the talent in the 

big leagues is overflowing. 

 
That was on display Tuesday night at Nationals Park for the 89th All-Star Game. The American League beat the National League, 8-6, in 10 

innings on consecutive homers by Houston teammates Alex Bregman and George Springer and a sacrifice fly by Michael Brantley of the 

Indians. 

 

The game featured an All-Star record 10 homers, five by each team. Cincinnati's Joey Votto started the 10th with the final homer of the game, 

but Toronto's J.A. Happ got through the rest of the inning without incident for the save. 

 

The core of the debate between Clark and Manfred is how to best use the talent they see every day to help cure the problems that continue to 

dog the game. 

 
Clark and Manfred, hours before the All-Star Game, said they liked the emotion (read: talent) Bryce Harper showed in winning the Home Run 

Derby on Monday night in front of his home crowd. The buttoned-down Manfred, baseball's commissioner, even cracked a smile over Harper's 

attire - a bat bearing the markings of the American flag, a red and white headband and red, white and blue elastic sleeve on his right arm. 

Yes, MLB just may tell the fashion police to take a step back ... and wouldn't Mike Clevinger be happy about that? But, of course, Manfred 

added that the players had agreed to what a big-league uniform is supposed to look like in the latest basic agreement. 

 

The two men talked about rule changes in the game - the slide rule into second base, the slide rule into home plate and instant replay. 

 

It's clear that Manfred wants more changes and has the power to make them. A game with more strikeouts than hits and too much dead time 

worries him. Ditto for the shift. 
 

Attendance is down about 5 percent. Manfred blames it on the cold weather in April and May, but it's nothing a pitch clock wouldn't cure, right? 

 



Clark is the players' spokesman. It's clear they've told him that they are not in favor of rapid-fire changes. Clark says he doesn't want fans 

coming to the park and not recognizing the game they grew up watching. 

 

He says the players are the stewards of the game. He says they are the ones who have to live with the changes being - some would say - 

forced upon them. Clark borrowed a line from Tribe manager Terry Francona when he talked about the "unintended consequences" of making 
too many changes in the game. 

Instant replay, for instance, has made the dirt-kicking manager a thing of the past. There's nothing for them to argue about anymore. 

 

There's still emotion and passion. If you need to be convinced of that just watch Francisco Lindor play or Jose Ramirez dive headfirst into home 

plate on a close play. But managers pretty much have become silent entities that sit in the dugout and tell the bench coach when to put on a 

double steal. 

 

The only time you see most of them is when they come to the top step of the dugout and tell the umpires they want a play reviewed. 

 

It seems the only thing Manfred and Clark could agree on was that they both like passionate players. On everything else, it was one saying 
night and the other saying day. 

 

Clark said when he talks to players they are more and more in favor of having the the DH in both leagues. Recently Manfred was talking along 

the some lines. But on Tuesday afternoon he told the Baseball Writers Association of America at its All-Star luncheon that he did not see 

anything changing with the DH. 

 

He said he was not in favor of seeing a brand of baseball -- one of the few left that still lets the pitcher hit -- become extinct. That would be 

extinct like the Dodo Bird, a flightless bird that resembles a pitcher with a bat in his hands unless we're talking about CC Sabathia. 

The Indians brought six players to the All-Star Game. It took the PA announcer about 10 minutes to announce five of them as they lined up 

shoulder to shoulder along the third baseline with the rest of the AL reserves. Ramirez, who started at third, got his own introduction. 
 

Ramirez, who went 2-for-2 in his first All-Star Game, went 0-for-2 Tuesday. Brantley, Lindor and Yan Gomes entered the game in the sixth. 

Brantley had a bloop single in the seventh for the second All-Star hit of his career. His sacrifice fly in the 10th made it 8-5. 

 

Corey Kluber and Trevor Bauer did not pitch in the game. Bauer, who threw seven innings Sunday, did warm up in the 10th inning. 

 

Jose Ramirez: Cleveland Indians All-Star is even better than you think - Terry Pluto 

By Terry Pluto, The Plain Dealerterrypluto2003@yahoo.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Jose Ramirez has 29 home runs at the All-Star break. 

 
No member of the Cleveland Indians has ever entered the All-Star break with 29 home runs. 

 

No one . . . ever. 

Not Hall of Fame Jim Thome, he of 612 career homers. 

 

Not Albert Belle, who hammered 50 homers and 52 doubles in 1995. 

 

Not Rocky Colavito. Not Manny Ramirez. Not Al Rosen. 

 

No one but Jose Ramirez. 
 

That's 5-foot-9 Jose Ramirez, who in 95 games this season has emerged as a true superstar. 

 

I'm not sure many baseball fans realize that. I didn't fully come to terms with it until I looked at everything Ramirez has accomplished this 

season. 

 

Looking back 

 

Ramirez has been taking major steps in the direction of becoming an elite player for a few years. 

 
In 2016, he batted .312 (.825 OPS) with 11 home runs and 76 RBI. 

 

In 2017, he batted .318 (.957 OPS) with 29 HR and 83 RBI. 

 

If he hits close to 50 homers, that could be a bit fluky. 

 

But if Ramirez approaches 40 home runs . . . he's been building up to it.  

 

He won't be 26 until September 17. It feels as if he's been around forever because he first arrived in the Majors in 2013, right before his 21st 

birthday. 
 

He went up-and-down from the minors in 2013... 

 



In 2014... 

In 2015... 

He's a career .304 hitter in the minors, but the big question was his bat at the big league level. 

But in retrospective, the Indians drafted some college players who were older than Ramirez in his first taste of the Majors.  

 
He always played in the shadow of Francisco Lindor, who was the Tribe's first-round pick in the 2011 draft. He seemed to destined for stardom 

the moment the Tribe signed him.  

 

Ramirez was an after-thought, signed for $50,000 out of the Dominican Republic. He was nobody's phenom. 

 

Ramirez and Lindor often played together in the minors. Lindor had the prime position at shortstop, Ramirez played second base. 

 

I first saw them on the field together in a spring training game in 2013...it was magic watching them pull off a couple of quick, smooth double 

plays. 

 
Never did I imagine Ramirez (now a third baseman) and Lindor (shortstop) would combine to give the Indians an All-Star left side of the infield -

- and they'd have 54 homers...at the All-Star break! 

 

Those are of two of the best players I've ever seen in a Tribe uniform...and I'm 63 years old. 

 

Looking deeper 

 

Ramirez is a marvelous combination of old and new school baseball. 

 

He's new school because he's a power-hitting infielder.  
 

But he's old school because he's a .300  hitter (.302 to be exact). Old-school fans love .300 hitters, the analytics types don't. 

 

He's new school because he draws a lot of walks. 

 

He's old school because he has drawn more walks (57) than strikeouts (48). Like a lot of old-school fans, Ramirez hates strikeouts. Analytics 

don't worry about it unless the strikeouts are extreme. 

 

He's also old school because he steals bases, something not valued by the new school of baseball.  

 
Ramirez is 20-of-23 in stolen bases. His speed is probably not much above average, yet he's a smart, sneaky base runner.  

 

How about this? 

Other than Ramirez, the only other Tribe player enter the All-Star break with at least 20 homers and 20 stolen bases was Grady Sizemore in 

2008. 

 

Looking up 

 

There are so many reason to embrace Ramirez.  

 
He is an energized 5-foot-9 with every step that screams "I love the game!" It immediately endears him to most fans. 

 

But there's so much more. 

 

He is an All-Star third baseman for the second year in a row. 

 

Guess how many games he played at third base in the minors? 

 

Twelve. 

 
That's right .  . . 12. 

 

In the minors, he was a second-baseman (227 games) and shortstop (84 games). 

 

In Cleveland, he first learned to play left field to break into the lineup in 2016. He had played a grand total of six minor league games in the 

outfield. 

 

Then Ramirez moved to third base with the Tribe. 

 

He learned two new positions at the big league level. He never complained. He just worked hard and made the most of his chances. 
 

Remember, second base is his best and most comfortable position.  

 



This season, he has made only four errors at third base. Fangraphs.com ranks him the No. 3 defensive third baseman in the American League. 

 

He's also durable, playing 152-of-162 games in each of the last two seasons. 

 

When you look at the all-around game, it's hard to find any Tribe player who has done more at least in the first half of a season than Ramirez. 
 

I started to write, "and the best is yet to come." 

 

Yet, how much better can play because he's at such a lofty level? 

 

But Jose Ramirez has shown everyone not to put any limits on what he can do on a baseball field. 

 

Akron RubberDucks fall at Harrisburg, 5-2 

By Cliff Pinckard, cleveland.comcpinckard@cleveland.com 

HARRISBURG, Pennsylvania -- The RubberDucks struggled, committing four errors, and the Senators' Raudy Read managed to get two RBI 
without getting a hit as Akron fell, 5-2, on Tuesday. 

 

RubberDucks left-hander Matt Whitehouse was steady, giving up two runs and four hits in four innings. 

Akron's lone life on offense came in the fifth inning. Trailing, 2-0, Ka'ai Tom hit a solo homer to right field, while Tyler Krieger tied the game with 

an RBI double. 

 

The Senators quickly regained the lead in the bottom of the inning, with Hunter Jones getting a triple off RubberDucks reliever Mitch Brown and 

Read bringing him in with a sacrifice. 

 

Trailing, 3-2, Akron loaded the bases with no outs in the seventh inning, but Bobby Bradley flew out and Mark Mathias and Willi Castro struck 
out to end the inning. 

 

Harrisburg added runs in the seventh and eighth innings to seal the game. 

 

Go here to see a box score from the game. 

 

Notes: Right-handed pitcher Dominic DeMasi has been promoted to Class AAA Columbus. Right-hander Cole Sulser was received from 

Columbus. ... Left-hander R.C. Orlan joined the RubberDucks from Class A Lake County. ... Right-hander Nick Pasquale was sent to Class A 

Lynchburg, Va. 

 
MLBPA boss Tony Clark hints at work stoppage over 'direct attack' on free-agent rights 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The free-agent freezeout of 2017-18 is over, but the scars remain. 

 

Tony Clark, executive director of the players association, said the free-agent freeze following the 2017 season that left so many veteran players 

unsigned or paid less than they made the year before was a "direct attack" on players' free-agent rights. 

"We're very interested in having the opportunity to address those (issues), and if that means 2021, we'll address them then," Clark said 

Tuesday at the Baseball Writers Association of America's All-Star luncheon. "But what we experienced last offseason was a direct attack on 

free agency, which has been a bedrock of our economic system. If that's going to continue then we have some very difficult decisions to make 

moving forward." 
 

The slowest free agent season in memory saw several players sign late in spring training, some not at all. 

 

Asked if the players may strike, Clark said, "Our players ... are very passionate about the rights they have, (and) to the extent there are 

challenges to those rights, historically I would suggest those have manifested themselves in a particular way." 

 

The current contract between players and owners runs through 2021. 

 

Commission Rob Manfred, not surprisingly, took a different view. 

 
"Direct attack connotes some sort of purposeful behavior," said Manfred, speaking after Clark at the same luncheon. "The only purposeful 

behavior that took place on the free-agent market last year is our clubs carefully analyzing the available players and made individual decisions 

as to what they thought those players were worth. 

"I think if you look back, and we've been watching very carefully, at the end of the year, you'll look at the performance of those players and I'm 

pretty sure, based on what's already on the books, the clubs made sound decisions as to how those players should be valued. That's how 

markets work." 

 

There has not been a work stoppage in baseball since 1994. 

 

Cleveland Indians scouting Washington in preparation for hosting 2019 All-Star Game 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The Indians sent six players to the 89th All-Star Game, but they weren't the only members of the organization scoping 

out the action at Nationals Park. 



They sent a team of officials to the nation's capitol to see how things work because the 90th All-Star Game will be played at Progressive Field in 

2019. The city of Cleveland was represented by members of Mayor Frank Jackson's staff and police and security officials. 

 

This will be a record sixth All-Star Game played in Cleveland and the first since 1997. Former Indians catcher Sandy Alomar played the 

hometown hero in that game, giving the American League a 3-1 victory with a game-winning two-run homer in the seventh inning. Alomar was 
named All-Star Game MVP. 

 

Much has changed regarding the All-Star Game since that memorable night on July 8, 1997. It's why the Indians have been closely following 

the events at Nationals Park. The officials on hand range from Dennis Lehman, executive vice president of business, to head groundskeeper 

Brandon Koehnke.   

"Back in 1997, they didn't have a lot of the events they do now," said Lehman. "We'll have baseball tournaments where they bring in high 

school and elementary school kids. So we need housing and food and all those kind of things. 

 

"We've worked with the Greater Cleveland Sports Commission and they've been great. They are really a key part to this. They have the 

expertise in putting on soccer, baseball and basketball tournaments. They have the contacts with the universities for dorm rooms and eating 
areas." 

 

In 1997 the All-Star festivities consisted of five main events - All-Star FanFest, All-Star Workout Day, the Home Run Derby, All-Star celebrity 

softball game and the All-Star Game itself. Now there are 25 to 26 events held in conjunction with the All-Star Game including the Futures 

Game on Sunday. It features MLB's top young players divided into two teams - the USA and World. 

 

Other new events include MLB Assembly, a melding of baseball, fashion and music and a 5-K run. On Thursday night at Nationals Park, there 

was a championship game between the Armed Services, a culmination of a tournament. It's unclear if that will be played in Cleveland. 

 

The Nationals held several other events in the community that the Indians witnessed as well. 
"We had an advance team that went Friday and is looking at a lot of the outer activities, a lot of the community relations stuff," said Lehman. 

"They have field dedications. They have ribbon cuttings. There are a lot of youth baseball games as well." 

 

Lehman said FanFest, which will run throughout the five-day All-Star celebration, will be held in the Convention Center. The Play Ball Park, 

featuring baseball and softball activities for the family, will be located on the mall which serves as the roof of the convention center. 

 

As part of the bid to secure All-Star Game bid, the Indians and the Sports Council had to reserve 16,000 hotel rooms in Cleveland and the 

surrounding areas. 

 

The clock starts ticking for next year's All-Star Game officially in August when the All-Star Game logo is unveiled by MLB. In September the real 
preparation begins. 

 

"We've already met with the city and the Convention Center people in May," said Lehman. "They were taking measurements of the Convention 

Center for FanFest. The Play Ball Park will sit on top of that. 

 

"They wanted to survey the area because of load capacities and lighting. They're trying to address those things now. 

 

"I think people have been really enthused about the event. It will attract a lot of outside and regional people who will come into the area and 

enjoy downtown. There's so much to see and do. We built all these infrastructure things in downtown (for the Republican National Convention). 

It's just another reason to use all this." 
The Indians said the All-Star Game should generate an estimated $65 million for the Cleveland economy. 

 

Ticket prices and availability have yet to be announced. MLB takes a large portion of the tickets and Indians' season tickets holders will have 

priority to available tickets. 

 

The Indians feel confident handling anything that takes place at Progressive Field. Their shakedown cruise came in 2016 when the Tribe's 

postseason stretched to Game 7 of the World Series. Last year they held homefield advantage in the ALDS as well. 

 

Still new things have been added to the events inside the ballpark. Not only is there a big league Home Run Derby, but a High School Derby as 

well. Monday night, the Armed Services Home Run Derby took place between breaks of the big league Home Run Derby. The national finals of 
the Pitch, Hit and Run competition also took place at the ballpark on Monday afternoon. 

 

Lehman said visiting Nationals Park helped give officials a sense of the flow of pedestrians and traffic around the ballpark. He wanted to see 

how the streets were laid out - several were blocked around the ballpark for security reasons - and how people got around. 

 

MLB officials, when they awarded the All-Star Game to Cleveland, liked how easy it was to get around downtown. 

"It's walkable," said Curtis Danburg, Indians senior director of communications. "It's like Cincinnati (2015 All-Star Game) in that regard. 

Everything in D.C. is spread out. In Miami (site of the last year's All-Star Game) everything was spread out. In Cleveland, everything is 

downtown." 

 
Lehman added, "One thing we tried to sell MLB on is that they're going to own the town. They know that. They've seen it in action before. ... 

They have a sense of the ease there is in getting around." 

 



The Indians hosted the All-Star Game in 1935, 1954, 1963, 1981 and 1997. 

 

Cleveland Indians' Chris Antonetti would rather buy long term than rent when it comes to trades 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Chris Antonetti's trade history says that if he's going to make a prospect-laden deal it's probably not going to be for a 
rental player. 

 

When Antonetti, the Indians president of baseball operations, acquired Ubaldo Jimenez from Colorado for Drew Pomeranz, Alex White, Matt 

McBride and Joe Gardner on June 30, 2011, Jimenez was signed through 2013 with a club option for 2014. 

 

When Antonetti acquired Andrew Miller on July 31, 2016 for Clint Frazier, Justus Sheffield, Ben Heller and J.P. Feyereisen, Miller was signed 

through 2018. At the same deadline he was willing to trade four more prospects - Francisco Mejia, Shawn Armstrong, Greg Allen and Yu-Chen 

Chang - for Jonathan Lucroy. The Milwaukee catcher, who exercised his contractual rights and turned down the deal, was signed through 2017. 

The Indians, who start the second half of the season on Friday in Texas, are looking to trade again this season. The July 31st non-waiver 

deadline is approaching. They can still make a deal after that deadline to improve to their potential postseason roster by Aug. 31, but waivers 
are required on all players involved. 

 

This doesn't mean Antonetti won't trade for a rental. He acquired outfielder Jay Bruce last August from the Mets for minor league pitcher Ryder 

Ryan. The key to that transaction was that the Indians were willing to take on the estimated $3 million left on Bruce's contract. 

 

He also added reliever Joe Smith from Toronto last year before the July 31st deadline for minor leaguers Thomas Pannone and Samad Taylor. 

Bruce and Smith became free agents at the end of the year. 

 

The Indians are talking about deals for rental players now. Does that include Orioles shortstop Manny Machado? 

 
They've shown interest, but it appears Machado, a free agent at the end of the season, is headed elsewhere. The Dodgers, Philadelphia and 

Milwaukee are some of the clubs who have moved to the forefront of negotiations, which could end soon. 

 

Reports say it could take three or four players to get Machado. The Indians aren't willing to trade starters Shane Bieber or Mike Clevinger. 

Adam Plutko, another right-handed starter, could be available. Mejia and pitching prospect Triston McKenzie aren't untouchable, but it would 

take a lot to get them. 

 

The Indians' main trade focus is on improving the bullpen and finding an outfielder to play regularly in center or right. Of the two, a hitter may be 

the most critical. Should the Indians win the AL Central, and right now it would take a big collapse not to, they figure to put at least one of their 

starters in the bullpen. Those extra arms, along with a healthy Andrew Miller, could turn a weakness into a strength. 
 

San Diego left-hander Brad Hand is one of the relievers who has drawn the Indians' interest. Hand, 28, signed a three-year $19.75 million 

extension in January so he's exactly the kind of player Antonetti would like. But the price would be high. 

 

"I see some of the rumors, I don't see all of them," said Hand, representing the Padres at the All-Star Game. "My wife sees them more than me. 

At the end of the day, I can't really control anything. We'll see what happens at the end of the month." 

 

Hand is 2-4 for with a 3.05 ERA and 24 saves this season. He's struck out 65 and walked 15 in 44 13 innings. 

 

 
Usually when a player signs a multiyear deal, the trade rumors around him lose momentum. But the struggling Padres are rebuilding yet again, 

so Hand's multiyear deal may have made him even more attractive. 

 

"I didn't get a no-trade in my contract so they're going to continue to talk about it," said Hand. "We're not doing that great this year and 

contenders are going to be looking for bullpen help. And we've got a good bullpen in San Diego so we're going to have a few names talked 

about like this." 

If the Indians aren't able to add a hitter, how long before they give Mejia a chance in right field? There seemed to be a disconnect with Mejia 

and the organization for a while. He wanted to keep catching. The Indians said they were fine, but they wanted to give him a chance to come to 

the big leagues and play right field for them. 

 
Mejia was recalled from Class AAA Columbus on Saturday and spent the last two games before the break with the big league club before being 

sent back to Columbus. He told reporters all the right things about feeling more and more comfortable in right field so maybe the lines of 

communication have been cleared. 

 

Expect some roster movement when the Tribe comes out of the break. Mejia's spot on the roster has to be filled -- Melky Cabrera anyone? -- 

and Bieber has to be added for his July 24 start against the Pirates. The Indians optioned him to Columbus so he could keep pitching during the 

break. 

 

Managing the All-Star game once gave Terry Francona a chance to reconnect with one of his favorite teammates ever 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.comjnoga@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Terry Francona managed two All-Star games for the American League when he was with the Boston Red Sox and says 

the pressure that surrounded managers during the event back then could make the experience somewhat bittersweet. 

 



"It was a headache that you welcomed because it meant you won (the previous year)," Francona said. "But that first All-Star game (in 2005), I 

don't even remember because it was going so fast, trying to get guys in." 

 

By the time Francona returned to manage the Midsummer Classic in 2008, following Boston's second World Series title in four seasons, a few 

of those pressures had abated due to Major League Baseball taking some roster responsibilities out of the managers' hands. Francona said he 
was able to take in more of the event from his unique perspective. 

"The second one in New York was the last one at Yankee Stadium, and it was the most special," he said. "I remember standing out behind 

home plate as they introduced the current guys and then they brought out Hall of Famers -- like three at every position. And I remember 

standing on the field thinking 'What am I doing standing here?' It was incredible." 

 

The moment gave Francona a chance to reconnect with one particular Hall of Famer, whom he says was a hall-of-fame teammate as well. 

 

"Of all the guys, I wanted to see (Robin) Yount, because he had been so good to me when I went to Milwaukee," Francona recalled. Yount, 

elected to the Hall in 1999, was playing for the Brewers in 1989 when Francona made the team as a non-roster invitee. 

 
Yount was already a legend in Milwaukee when he let Francona stay with him until the 30-year-old journeyman got his own apartment. He even 

helped Francona get a car. "I was the 25th man on the team," Francona said. "He was like the ultimate teammate in my opinion. He was a 

gamer on the field. But he treated everybody the same, if you tried to play the game right." 

 

Francona recalls one at-bat that year, at Cleveland's Municipal Stadium, when he laid down a sacrifice bunt and dove into first base trying to 

beat out the throw. "It was probably not as close as I thought and when I got up I was kind of embarrassed," Francona said. 

 

 

But as Francona trotted off the field, there was Yount, standing at the top step of the dugout waiting to greet his teammate. 

 
"I remember thinking 'Goddamn, I'd run through a wall for him,'" Francona said. 

 

So Francona was disappointed when he missed a chance to greet Yount coming off the field during those very special All-Star Game 

introductions. 

 

But Yount, who played his entire 20-year career with the Brewers and won two AL MVP awards, found out that Francona was looking for him. 

He walked down to the dugout during the third inning of what turned out to be a marathon 15-inning affair. 

 

"He came down the runway there, and the game's going on, and he goes 'Goddamn, Tito, I can't believe this,'" Francona said. "And I go 'Yeah,' 

and he goes 'I can't believe it.' I go 'Yeah.' And he goes 'No, I really can't believe it.' I go 'OK, I get it.'" 
 

Apparently Yount was a hall-of-fame ballbuster, as well. 

 

So, the next time an Indians player does one of the "little things" in baseball that indicates he's playing the game the right way -- like diving into 

three bases the way Jose Ramirez did on Sunday in the eighth inning against the Yankees -- look for Francona when that player heads to the 

dugout. 

 

He'll be at or near the top step with a hand outstretched as that player trots in. Whether he was safe or out, if there's dirt on his jersey, Francona 

will give him the recognition he deserves. Just like Yount did for him nearly 30 years ago. 

"Because you want them to know," he said. "It just sorta resonates, you know?" 
 

Washington's Bryce Harper wins Home Run Derby in front of hometown crowd 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.comphoynes@cleveland.com 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Bryce Harper, wearing a red and white headband and swinging a red and blue bat designed after the American flag, 

won Monday night's Home Run Derby on his home ground of Nationals Park. 

 

Harper beat Chicago's Kyle Schwarber, 19-18, in the final round to win the title. Harper and Schwarber were tied after regulation time. But 

Harper earned 30 seconds of bonus time because of the length of his homers and hit the game winner during that period. 

 

Schwarber put the heat on Harper with 17 homers. He earned 30 seconds in bonus time as well, but managed just one homer in extra time. 
 

Harper took both timeouts available in the final round. He called his second one with just 1:20 left before going on a tear to tie it at 18. 

 

What was he thinking? 

 

"I better figure it out or I'm going to lose," said Harper. 

 

Ron Harper, Bryce's father, was his pitcher. 

 

"There was about 30 seconds left and I needed 10 homers," said Harper. "He (his father) hit my barrel nine straight times. I'm so blessed to 
have a family like this." 

 



Schwarber finished with 55 homers on the night. He has 18 homers during the regular season for the Cubs. Harper has 24 homers for the 

Nationals. 

In the semifinals, Philadelphia's Rhys Hoskins faced Schwarber and opened with 20 homers. Schwarber rallied late to advance to the finals with 

a 21-20 win. Unlike other years, once a player passed his opponent the round ended even if there was time left on the clock. 

 
Max Muncy of the Dodgers faced Harper in the semis. Muncy, with 22 homers in the regular season, hit first and put 20 on the board. Harper, 

after calling a timeout late in the round, finished strong with 21 homers to advance to the finals. 

 

Milwaukee's Jesus Aguilar, the No.1 seed with 24 homers in the regular season, didn't make it out of the first round. Hoskins, who hit 14 

homers in the first half, started the competition with 17 homers. Aguilar tapped out at 12. 

 

Other first round casualties included Houston Alex Bregman, Atlanta's Freddie Freeman and Javier Baez of the Cubs. Schwarber beat 

Bregman, 16-15. Freeman fell to Harper, 13-12, and Muncy beat Baez, 17-16. 

 

This was Harper's second Home Run Derby. He lost in the finals to the Mets' Yoenis Cespedes in 2013 at Citi Field. 
 

The Indians will host the 2019 All-Star Game and Home Run Derby at Progressive Field. 

 

Stark: Crazy things happen in baseball, and the All-Star Game was no exception 

By Jayson Stark 6h ago  5   

WASHINGTON — Was it the wildest All-Star Game ever? How could it not be? When stuff happens in an All-Star Game that you’ve never seen 

in your life, “wildest” is about the tamest word we can use to describe it. 

 

Home runs went roaring through the night. … The greatest bullpen arms on earth weren’t bullpenning it so hot. … The guy who saved the game 

(J.A. Happ) had never saved a game in his life. 
 

“This game,” Happ would say later, “is crazy that way.” 

 

Right. We noticed. So in honor of the insanity of Tuesday’s wild and wacky edition of the 2018 All-Star Game, we present this very special 

edition of the Useless All-Star Information Department. 

 

A HOME RUN 10-PACK 

 

We heard lots of folks suggesting Tuesday that this was a game that summed up baseball in 2018, just because there were 10 home runs hit in 

this All-Star Game. Oh, really? 
 

• You know how many games have been played in the entire live-ball era — all 99 seasons of it — in which 10 different players homered? 

Exactly one — a madcap Mets-Phillies game at Citizens Bank Park on Aug. 24, 2015. 

 

• But of the 11 home runs hit that night, the Mets whomped eight of them. And this game was, well, different — in a way only the historians of 

our civilization could truly understand. 

 

In this game, five players homered for EACH team. And you know how often that’s happened? You won’t believe it. 

 

According to ESPN Stats and Information, there had NEVER been a game — ever — in which at least five different players hit a homer for 
each team. No, not just in an All-Star Game. Not in a regular-season game. Not in a postseason game. Not in any kind of game. 

 

• Now let’s put that in a little better perspective. There have been 216,094 regular-season baseball games in the history of professional 

baseball. There have been 1,339 postseason games. There have been 89 All-Star Games. 

 

But there has been just ONE game in which each team had five different players practice their home-run trots. And you saw it Tuesday night. 

That is mind-boggling. 

 

“To kind of empty your tank and hit homers tonight at this event,” said AL/Astros manager A.J. Hinch, “is probably the best thing imaginable.” 

 
EXTRA CREDIT 

 

So what happened when this game went into extra innings? What the heck do you think happened? Home runs happened. What else? Three of 

them to be exact. So here’s what you need to know about that: 

 

• In the entire history of the All-Star Game — that’s 88 games, remember — there had been a TOTAL of four home runs hit in extra innings. In 

this game, there were THREE just in the 10th inning alone. 

 

• There had been three extra-inning home runs hit in the previous 67 All-Star Games put together. There were three in a span of eight hitters in 

this game. 
 

• So if you’re reading that and thinking that no team had ever hit back-to-back homers in extra innings of any All-Star Game in history, hey, 

you’re catching on. So OF COURSE Alex Bregman and George Springer went deep on back-to-back pitches to kick off extras in this game. 



• Of course they did. That was more extra-inning homers — just in a span of two pitches — than the American League had hit in all of the 

previous 88 All-Star Games combined. Right. 

 

• But now here’s the best part. What do the two men who hit those back-to-back homers have in common? They’re Astros, of course. And here 

is where this gets totally epic. 
 

• Did you know that two Astros have never kicked off extra innings with back-to-back homers in any regular-season game in the history of their 

franchise? That’s true. But … 

 

• The Astros did go back-to-back to start the top of the 10th inning at Dodger Stadium in Game 2 of the World Series last year (courtesy of Jose 

Altuve and Carlos Correa). And no team had ever done that in the history of the World Series. 

 

• Then they had two different Astros lead off extra innings in this All-Star Game — off (who else?) a pitcher for the Dodgers (Ross Stripling). 

 

• So think about this. Just in the last nine months, they’ve now started off extra innings of both a World Series game and an All-Star Game with 
back-to-back home runs. But they’ve never done that in ANY regular-season game. And no other teammates, for any other franchise, have 

ever done it in a World Series or All-Star Game. That is madness. 

 

WHAT JUST HAPP-ENED? 

 

And speaking of extra innings, we would be remiss to overlook the man who pitched the final extra inning to save this game — first-time All-Star 

J.A. Happ of the Blue Jays. 

 

• Had he ever saved a game in 272 regular-season appearances in the big leagues, spread over 12 seasons? Nope. 

 
• Had he ever saved a game in 120 minor-league appearances, dating all the way back to 2004? Nope again. 

 

• Had he ever saved a game anywhere? High school? Little League? Winter ball? “Not that I can remember,” he said. 

 

• But then he saved the first game of his life in the nuttiest All-Star Game ever played? “This game is crazy that way,” Happ said. 

 

Hmmm. Well put! So of all the things he could possibly have dreamed in his life about how his first All-Star Game might go, did he ever dream 

anything like this? 

 

“No, that wasn’t the dream,” Happ quipped. “But it turned into one. I’ll say that.” 
 

MORE USELESS BULLPEN INFORMATION 

So on a night when the man who saved this game was a guy who had never saved a game in his life, how do we explain the fact that the best, 

most unhittable bullpen arms on Planet Earth had all kinds of adventures? 

 

“You can’t think these things up,” said Happ, astutely. 

 

So try to make sense of all this: 

 

• Normally untouchable Mariners closer Edwin Diaz gave up a game-tying two-run homer to Scooter Gennett in the ninth. Diaz this season in 
save situations: 146 hitters, two extra-base hits. Apparently, Scooter didn’t get the memo. Baseball! 

 

• Before his teenage Twitter issues became the biggest story of his night, Brewers set-up machine Josh Hader entered this game in the eighth 

to face the left-handed hitting Shin-Soo Choo — and promptly gave up a leadoff single. Left-handed hitters off Hader during the regular season 

this year: 3 for 53, with 34 strikeouts. … Left-handed hitters off Hader during the regular season after the count reached two strikes: 0 for 42. … 

But Choo didn’t get that memo, either. Baseball! 

 

• Stripling gave up those back-to-back homers to Bregman and Springer in the 10th inning of this game. So how many times had he served up 

back-to-backers all season? Correct. That would be nada. Baseball! 

 
• And there were 11 runs scored off the bullpens just from the seventh inning on in this game. So how many previous All-Star Games had ever 

featured that many runs in a late-inning carnage like that? Yep. Zero. Baseball! 

 

STILL MORE USELESS HOME RUN INFORMATION 

 

• Somebody or other hit a game-tying or go-ahead home run in the seventh, eighth, ninth AND 10th inning of this game. And no, that had never 

happened in an All-Star Game — ever. But that’s not all. According to the Elias Sports Bureau, there hadn’t been a single regular-season or 

postseason game in which that happened in almost 16 years — since a Mariners-Blue Jays game on Aug. 7, 2002. That was nearly 40,000 

games ago. 

 
• Before this game came along, there had never been a single All-Star Game in which seven home runs were hit. There were seven just from 

the seventh inning on in this game. 

 



• Gennett hit a game-tying, two-run, ninth-inning pinch home run in this game. So how many game-tying or go-ahead home runs had he ever hit 

in the ninth inning or later before that one? Yep. That would be none. 

 

• Jean Segura thumped a go-ahead three-run home run in the eighth inning of this game. So how many go-ahead, or even game-tying, home 

runs do you think he has ever hit in the eighth inning or later? You’ve got it. Not a one. 
 

• Oh, and have we mentioned that Segura predicted he’d hit that home run? “He said it before (batting) practice,” said his Seattle teammate 

Nelson Cruz. “He said, ‘I’m gonna hit a home run. I’m gonna hit it as hard as I can.” Right. Of course he did. 

 

• Finally, there were 10 home runs hit in this All-Star Game. Before this, there had never been 10 home runs hit in any TWO back-to-back All-

Star Games. Incredible. What. A. Night. 

 

Starting 9: Value menu options at deadline, a right-field platoon fix, more rest required for Corey Kluber 

By Travis Sawchik Jul 16, 2018  7   

1: The bullpen remains the Indians’ primary area of need as we were reminded again Tuesday night, and ideally, the Indians would target 
relievers with multiple years of control before the trade deadline with Cody Allen and Andrew Miller free agents after the season. 

 

One name that arose over the weekend was that of Orioles reliever Mychal Givens. Givens is not an elite option, but he is a quality relief arm 

having struck out 10.8 batters per nine for his career to go along with a 3.07 ERA and 3.10 FIP. His fastball averages 95.1 mph, and he’s under 

club control for three more seasons. 

Givens could offer better trade-deadline value than, say, the more name-brand option of Brad Hand in San Diego. While the trade deadline 

matters less than ever, this deadline — and the waiver deadline option of Aug. 31 — matters for an Indians club that has to maximize its 

window of contention. The Indians are also four games under .500 against the other AL super teams early this season, which suggests they 

need upgrades to compete in October. 

 
The Padres’ relievers who ought to also be on the Indians’ radar are Kirby Yates and Adam Cimber, right-handed options who don’t quite have 

the track record of Hand, meaning they might be relievers controlled for multiple years who come at something of a discount. 

 

Reds reliever Raisel Iglesias is also a fit for the Indians. He’s under contract for $5 million next season and the year after, and he’s generating a 

career-best swinging strike mark of 15.1 percent. There’s a glut of rebuilding clubs and a number of them have relievers to shed, many with 

multiple years of control. The Indians cannot afford to come up empty in the relief market even with Miller inching toward a return. 

 

2: Another Reds player also makes sense for the Indians. 

 

With Manny Machado the most talented but priciest rental on the trade market this offseason, and the Indians with greater needs in their 
bullpen, the Indians might want to look elsewhere for position-player upgrades. They don’t have to look far for an impact one. 

 

Red second baseman Scooter Gennett, a breakout star a year ago, is having an even better season as he’s consolidated his power gains. He’s 

the best value option on the market. Like José Ramírez and Francisco Lindor, he is a contact hitter who has been able to drive the ball without 

surrendering his bat-to-ball skills. While the Reds have an interest in retaining their second baseman with a contract extension, he’s also a solid 

trade chip for the rebuilding Reds. He is 20th among all qualified position players in WAR (3.3) and wRC+ (138), meaning he’s 38 percent 

better than a league-average bat. Machado has 3.8 WAR on the season and has a 156 wRC+, meaning Gennett is not far off from Machado’s 

overall value this season. Unlike Machado, Gennett is under club control for next season. 

 

3: Of course, outfield is the club’s greater position-player need with question marks in center and right. 
 

With Brandon Guyer’s performance issues and injury history, and Lonnie Chisenhall’s continued lower-body issues, the club’s entire right-field 

platoon is in question. The answer? Perhaps the switch-hitting bat of Francisco Mejía. Mejía wants to be a catcher, and he ought to be, long-

term. He has an elite arm and grades as an above-average receiver in addition to his plus bat. But in the short term, what serves the club (need 

for corner-outfield bat) and Mejia (major-league service time) is to explore him as a fit in right field. His walk against Aroldis Chapman in the 

ninth inning Saturday demonstrated his ability to judge a strike zone and stay composed in a high-leverage at-bat. He has bat-to-ball gifts. 

Perhaps his power will surge like that of Ramírez and Lindor at the major-league level where the ball is livelier than in the minors. 

 

4: More valuable than anything the Indians can or will do before the July 31 trade deadline is getting Corey Kluber right. 

 
We now understand some of what was amiss with Kluber the past month — and perhaps longer — as he received an injection in his right knee 

Friday and will miss the All-Star Game. The plan is for him to return to the mound July 23. With the Indians holding a commanding lead in the 

AL Central, the break should perhaps be longer. 

 

As anyone watching the Indians knows, Kluber hasn’t been right. In his past six starts, he’s produced a 5.03 ERA and 4.72 FIP. His strikeout 

rate is down on the season and it’s further declined in the past 30 days before he landed on the DL, to 7.68 strikeouts per nine. That’s below 

the major-league average. For the season, Kluber is striking out 8.9 batters per nine after striking out a career-best 11.7 batters per nine last 

season. Kluber has not struck out fewer than a batter per inning since 2013. 

 

The question is why were the Indians pushing him at all — and Kluber pushing himself — with a commanding lead in the AL Central and 99 
percent playoff odds, according to FanGraphs. Kluber threw 114 pitches the night before having a “gel shot” and was second in the American 

League in innings at the time of his injury (133 2/3). Discretion is often the better part of valor. 

 



Terry Francona downplayed the seriousness of the injury saying “there’s no reason not to pitch him.” 

 

5: But there were troubling indicators with Kluber. And leaning heavily — perhaps too heavily — upon stars is a recurring issue for the Indians. 

 

Miller might have returned too early this season. Might the Indians have been too aggressive with Kluber in the second half of last season? 
While he was efficient per inning and dominant in the second half in chasing down Chris Sale for his second Cy Young Award, he threw the 

most pitches and innings in baseball in the second half of the season and was not the same in his final regular-season starts and in the ALDS. 

 

Moreover, Lindor leads the majors in plate appearances and plays a demanding defensive position. Since the start of 2016, Lindor and 

Ramírez rank fourth and fifth in total plate appearances. Kluber is fourth in the majors in innings during that time (552), and he has missed time 

due to injury. 

 

6: While Francona said there’s no reason Kluber shouldn’t be pitching, there are some concerning indicators below the surface stats. 

 

For starters, Kluber’s strikeout surge and remarkable second half was fueled by a rise in the usage of his breaking ball. It was the best pitch in 
baseball by some measures. 

 

But Kluber has reduced his breaking ball usage this year and the pitch has been less effective. His swinging strike rate is down. The chase rate 

on his slider is down. Last season Kluber recorded a whopping 48.9 percent whiff-per-swing rate on his breaking ball, which ranked sixth 

among starters. He had a 37.38 percent rate on his cutter, ranking second behind only James Paxton. This season the whiff-per-swing rate on 

his slider has declined to 35.1 percent, which ranks 41st in the majors. The whiff rate on his cutter has slipped to 25.2 percent, down to 10th 

among starters. 

 

Kluber’s slider had begun to flatten out in the past month. While Kluber has still been above-average on the season, these are steep declines. 

 
7: The issue is likely at least in part tied to his release point, which T.J. Zuppe wrote about being in decline this season. 

 

While his release point has declined throughout this career, that change accelerated this season. 

 

A change in release point can be intentional, but often it’s also a sign of injury, or that something is not right physically. 

 

“My arm action has been the same, it’s just the release point is lower,” Kluber told The Athletic and reporters Friday. “[I am] not quite staying 

strong on the backside and kind of collapsing on it, which makes it harder to drive the ball downhill.” 

 

While his velocity remained in line with career norms, there’s a greater separation between release points, observable in the following chart. 
 

8: That Kluber received a gel shot is also concerning given a vaguely described sore right knee could mean any number of things, and if there 

is cartilage wear in the knee, that is one of the most difficult injuries to remedy in sports. Repairing cartilage is much more difficult than, say, 

rebuilding a torn ligament in the knee or elbow. 

 

9: The Indians can also be patient with Kluber because of the emergence of Shane Bieber. The rookie’s generally precise command, better-

than-advertised stuff and precocious composure should allow the Indians to give Kluber an extended rest if they choose. At 23, Bieber has 

probably surpassed Triston McKenzie as the most prized young pitching asset in the organization. 

 

Bieber was excellent again in pitching into the eighth inning against the Yankees on Friday. 
 

STAT OF THE WEEK: 3 

 

The Indians, remarkably, have three of the top five players in baseball, according to FanGraphs‘ Wins Above Replacement: José Ramírez 

(second, 6.6 WAR), Francisco Lindor (fourth, 6.4) and Trevor Bauer (fifth, 5.1). 

 

STAT OF THE WEEK II: 5-9 

 

The Indians’ record against the Yankees and Astros in the first half. They have not yet played the Red Sox. The Indians have work to do 

against the AL’s super teams. There’s room to add and to improve. 
 

STAT OF THE WEEK III: 17,141 

 

Pitches Kluber has thrown since the start of 2013. There is some mileage there and another reason to proceed cautiously. 

 

HE SAID IT: 

 

“I don’t want to get shot in the nuts with a paintball gun from 10 feet away.” — Trevor Bauer to Yahoo!’s Jeff Passan on the cost of losing a bet 

if he ever signs a deal longer than one year in his career. But in trading security for higher dollars per year, Bauer could maximize his dollar-

earning potential. 
 

 

 



Indians pitcher Trevor Bauer is the anti-hero baseball needs 

Steve Gardner, USA TODAY Published 6:59 p.m. ET July 16, 2018 | Updated 7:09 a.m. ET July 17, 2018 

WASHINGTON – From his unique training regimen to his scientific approach to pitching to his polarizing personality, Trevor Bauer may be the 

most misunderstood player in baseball. 

 
Bauer’s persona, charitably described as “unique,” can have a tendency to rub people the wrong way. 

 

But there's one thing that’s easy to understand about him: he’s an All-Star. 

 

“I’m me. Like me. Love me. Hate me. Whatever,” he says. “Hopefully, you just remember who I was.” 

 

This season, he’s been hard to forget. The Cleveland Indians right-hander ranks second in the American League in ERA (2.24), third in 

strikeouts (175) and third in Wins Above Replacement (4.5). 

 

He’s one of the main reasons the Indians are 7½ games in front of their closest competitors in the AL Central Division at the All-Star break, the 
largest lead in baseball. 

 

However, he’s also made headlines for other reasons. There was the public back-and-forth with some Houston Astros players after he 

suggested they were finding creative, and possibly illegal ways to get more spin on their pitches. 

Shortly after he made those comments, the Indians faced the Astros, which rekindled memories of his frosty relationship with fellow AL All-Star 

Gerrit Cole when the two were college teammates at UCLA. 

 

“I’m not afraid to be disliked,” he said. “I’ve been disliked a majority of my life, actually, by a lot of people.” 

 

However, there are usually two sides to every story. And the truth ultimately lies somewhere in the middle. 
 

“Growing up you’re either popular or you’re not. You’re cool or you’re not. You’re smart or you’re not. But very few things in life are black and 

white like that,” he said Tuesday at All-Star media day. 

 

Then came Bauer’s epiphany. 

 

“There was one day I woke up in the morning, my junior year of high school, I looked in the mirror and said, ‘What’s so wrong with me? Why do 

I have no friends? Why do people dislike me? Why am I not popular?’ 

 

“I was like, I don’t see anything wrong with me. I like who I am. I like where I’m going in life. I’m just going to be myself and that’s it,” he said. 
“And so from that day, that’s what I do.” 

 

Bauer admits that attitude may have a lot to do with his success. He’s also a believer in some unusual training methods, which include long-

toss before games, elaborate stretching exercises and the use of a lighter ball in some drills designed to improve velocity. 

 

Whatever the methods, Bauer is having a career year. He’s improved his performance to an All-Star level, in part, because of the addition this 

spring of a devastating slider to his pitch mix. 

 

After he threw the pitch less than 1% of the time in 2016 and 5.6% last year, he’s upped its usage to 13.5% this season – but only after using 

high-tech tools to monitor his spin rate and analyzing video at 2000 frames per second. 
 

The key was measuring his slider against some of the best in the game. 

 

“As the season progressed and I got more film of it in game situations and was able to identify what was going on I was able to compare it to … 

(Mike) Clevinger’s, (Marcus) Stroman’s and (Corey) Kluber’s and look at the different ways it came out of our hands. 

 

As a result, Fangraphs rates Bauer’s slider as the sixth-best in the majors in terms of effectiveness, at 11.6 runs above average. 

 

“I don’t want to say (I’m) stubborn, but … I’ve stuck to things that I’ve been advised not to do or told aren’t going to work that end up working 

because I have a belief in myself and I have a belief in the reason that I’m doing those things,” he said. 
 

“A lot of those things are playing out now in my favor, where if I would have stopped doing them four or five years ago, I probably wouldn’t be 

where I’m at right now.” 

 

All-Star game rekindles vivid memories for Indians manager Terry Francona 

By Jeff Schudel, The News-Herald & The Morning Journal 

Indians manager Terry Francona will be sweating/relaxing at his home in Tucson, Ariz., on July 17 while the 2018 Major League Baseball All-

Star game is being played in Washington, D.C., but he has been on that stage twice as the American League manager, and they are 

experiences he will never forget. 

 
The managers of each team are the managers of the teams that met in the World Series the previous season. 

 



Francona managed the American League in the 2005 All-Star game as the Boston manager after the Red Sox won the 2004 World Series and 

again in 2008 after the Red Sox won the World Series in 2007. He would have managed the American League in 2017 because the Indians 

won the A.L. pennant in 2016, but he required emergency surgery, so Indians bench coach Brad Mills managed the team. 

 

“The first All-Star game, I don’t even remember because it was going so fast, trying to get guys in,” Francona said reflectively July 15. “And the 
second one was the one in New York — the last one at (old) Yankee Stadium. It was the most special. 

“I remember standing out behind home plate as they introduced the current guys and then they brought out Hall of Famers, like three at every 

position. And I remember standing on the field thinking, ‘What am I doing standing here?’ ” 

 

The late Indians great, right-handed pitcher Bob Feller, was among that legendary Hall of Fame honor guard introduced 10 years ago. Bob 

Gibson of the Cardinals was part of the pitching-rich group, along with Yankees’ legend Whitey Ford. 

 

Harmon Killebrew of the Twins and Eddie Murray from the Orioles and Indians were among the first basemen. Rod Carew of the Twins and Bill 

Mazeroski of the Pirates were introduced at second base. Brooks Robinson of the Orioles, Mike Schmidt of the Phillies and George Brett of the 

Royals tipped their caps at third base. Ozzie Smith of the Cardinals and Robin Yount of the Brewers were at shortstop along with Ernie Banks 
of the Cubs and Cal Ripken, Jr. of the Orioles. 

 

The outfield was just as star-studded. Lou Brock of the Cardinals, Billy Williams of the Cubs and Ralph Kiner of the Pirates in left field; Willie 

Mays, of the New York baseball Giants and San Francisco Giants, was the only Hall of Fame center fielder introduced. The right fielders 

included Al Kaline of the Tigers, Frank Robinson of the Orioles, Hank Aaron of the Braves and Reggie Jackson of the Yankees. 

 

Earl Weaver of the Orioles and Tommy Lasorda of the Dodgers were introduced as Hall of Fame managers. 

 

The last Hall of Famer introduced was beloved Yogi Berra, the catcher for the Yankees from 1946-65. 

 
After all those names and more, Clint Hurdle of the Rockies and Francona of the Red Sox were introduced as managers for the game that 

night. 

 

It is safe to say there has never been so much baseball greatness on one field at one time before or since. 

 

“It was incredible,” Francona said. “They were running guys out there like holy cow. It was unbelievable. 

 

“Of all the guys, I wanted to see Yount, because he had been so good to me when I went to Milwaukee, and I missed him when he was coming 

off the field,” Francona said, smiling as he told the story. “And he must have found out. So he came down in the dugout in the third inning. And 

he came down the runway there. And the game’s going on. And he goes, ‘Tito, I can’t believe this.’ And I go, ‘Yeah.’ And he goes ‘I can’t 
believe it.’ I go, ‘Yeah.’ And he goes, ‘No, I really can’t believe it.’ I go, ‘OK, I get it.’ ” 

 

Francona played in 89 games with the Brewers in 1989 and three games with them in 1990. Yount played 162 games with Milwaukee the year 

before Francona made the roster. 

 

Yount, the star at shortstop, didn’t have to make time for Francona, who had to scratch and claw to make the Brewers out of spring training. 

Instead, they developed a close bond that still exists. Yount made the first move. 

 

“I made the (Brewers) as a non-roster (player), so he let me stay with him the first week until I got an apartment,” Francona said. “He got me a 

car. I was the 25th man on the team. He was like the ultimate teammate, in my opinion. He was a gamer on the field. But he treated everybody 
the same if you tried to play the game the right way. ” 

 

Francona recalled playing a game in Cleveland in 1989 while he was with Milwaukee. He laid down a sacrifice bunt and dove head first into first 

base trying beat the throw. He was out. 

 

“Probably not as close as I thought,” Francona recalled. “I got up and I was kind of embarrassed. Robin was standing on the top step. He said, 

‘I don’t care if you’re out. Way to go.’ And I remember thinking, ‘I’d run through a wall for him.’ He’s just, like, the best teammate ever.’” 

 

That one moment has stayed with Francona all these years. It’s one reason you’ll see him at the top step of the Indians dugout to show he 

appreciates when his players hustle, even if the result isn’t always positive. 
 

“Because you want them to know,” Francona said. “Yeah. It just resonated.” 

 

Indians have comfortable lead over Twins but taking nothing for granted 

By La Velle E. Neal III Star Tribune  JULY 17, 2018 — 7:12AM 

WASHINGTON – The Twins maintain they have a shot in the AL Central. 

 

A year ago, that would have been true, given that they were 1½ games behind Cleveland at the break last season. This season, the Indians 

lead by 7½ games and are in position to waltz to the division title. And that waltz could begin sooner if the Twins front office follows through on 

intentions of being a seller before the July 31 nonwaiver trade deadline. 
 

 

 



“Their front office can do whatever it wants,” Cleveland shortstop Francisco Lindor said while banging his left hand on the table he sat behind 

during All-Star Game media day. “We focus on what we have in Cleveland. We have to make sure we take care of business and do things the 

right way.” 

 

It’s understandable why Lindor was a little demonstrative. Cleveland went 4-6 over their past 10 games — losing series against the Athletics 
and Reds while splitting four games against the Yankees — and entered the All-Star break 52-43. 

 

Once 12 games back, the Twins now trail by 7½. Cleveland has not been at its best. 

 

Behind the Twins sit the Tigers, White Sox and Royals, three rebuilding teams. So like a pitcher spotted an eight-run lead in the second inning, 

the division is set up for the Indians to take. Their ability to close will determine how, or when, this race ends. 

 

Cleveland played out of its mind the second half of last season, using a 22-game winning streak to go 55-20 after the break to win the division 

by 17 games over the Twins. In 2016, they were just 42-41 after the break but rolled in the postseason, before losing the World Series to the 

Cubs in seven games. 
 

The Indians have battled injuries and several bullpen meltdowns leading into the break. Relief ace Andrew Miller has been out since May 26 

because of a sore right knee but has started a rehabilitation program and could rejoin the Indians soon. 

 

And the front office is expected to hunt for more bullpen help. 

 

“We have played well in stretches,” righthander Corey Kluber said. “We haven’t played well in stretches [as well], but I think we’re in a good 

spot to hopefully improve and reach the postseason.” 

 

For the Twins to pull off the unthinkable, they will have to start right after the break, when they embark on an 11-game road trip to Kansas City, 
Toronto and Boston. They return to play host to Cleveland in three games. The Indians have three games at Texas right after the break, then 

three games at home against Pittsburgh then three at Detroit — a more favorable schedule. 

 

The season is not even through July, and there might be no playoff drama in the AL Central. The Indians might have to imagine that there’s a 

division race even when there doesn’t appear to be one. 

 

“Of course there is [a race],” Indians outfielder Michael Brantley said. “This is Major League Baseball. A lot of things can happen in a short 

period of time and we have seen that happen before.” 

 

Sano leaves team 
 

Twins third baseman Miguel Sano, in the middle of a second spring training in Fort Myers, Fla., has left the team to return to the Dominican 

Republic to take care of a family matter. 

 

It is not clear when he will return. 

 


