
How Bauer, Clevinger forged a funky friendship 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
CLEVELAND -- Mike Clevinger compared their relationship to that of brothers. In many ways, Trevor Bauer and Clevinger are nothing alike, but 
there is a competitive fire that unites them and has helped forge a friendship that would seem improbable on the surface. 
 
"He wants to throw harder, better, sharper every day. And that's what I want to do," Clevinger said. "Hold on ..." 
 
The Indians pitcher stopped mid-thought on Wednesday morning and grabbed his wallet from a ledge near his locker inside Cleveland's 
clubhouse at Progressive Field. He opened the large pocket and pulled out a worn and wrinkled $100 bill that has been stuffed in the folded 
leather for the better part of two years now. 
 
"We can put this on record now," Clevinger said. 
 
Two springs ago, Clevinger and Bauer made a simple bet: $100 to the pitcher who had the highest fastball velocity reading in their first live 
batting-practice session. Bauer rolled his eyes when noting that Clevinger came out on top by "point two or something," but that was enough. 
So he retrieved the bill, grabbed a Sharpie, wrote, "To Daddy Velo, you win," to the right of Benjamin Franklin's image, and sealed it with an 
autograph. 
 
Clevinger smiled while examining the note again, still savoring the annoyance Bauer must have felt at the time. 
 
"I keep that on me everywhere," Clevinger said. "If he ever wants to chirp, I've got that in my back pocket -- literally." 
 
For the bulk of Bauer's career in Cleveland, the right-hander has seemingly trained in isolation. Tribe starters have monitored each other's 
bullpen sessions for instant feedback sessions for a couple of years now, but the day-to-day work for Bauer has typically been on his own. 
Since Clevinger has come into the fold, Bauer has gained a regular training partner. 
 
Part of that is schedule-based -- their place in the rotation and between-start routines align well for long-toss sessions, weighted-ball work and 
regular catch -- but it is also due to their growing bond built upon brotherly competitiveness. Clevinger was among the people in Bauer's ear last 
season about adding a slider. Bauer has helped Clevinger fine-tune his mechanics and throwing program. 
 
"I'm actually encouraged to talk to my teammates and share information this year," Bauer said. "That had been discouraged in the past at times. 
That's been super refreshing this year." 
 
In the process, both Bauer and Clevinger have been enjoying breakout seasons. 
 
Bauer has a 2.50 ERA with a team-leading 129 strikeouts in 100 2/3 innings, and currently ranks fifth in the Majors with 3.6 WAR (per 
Fangraphs). Clevinger, who opened the season in the Indians' rotation for the first time this year, has a 3.00 ERA in 99 innings while ranking 
11th overall in pitcher WAR (2.3). Bauer (109.3) and Clevinger (104.1) rank first and third, respectively, in the Majors in pitches per game. 
 
"They talk, probably more those two than the other guys and I think it's a good thing," Indians manager Terry Francona said. "I think it's a good 
thing if they can feed off each other. They can learn and that's important." 
 
On Tuesday night, Clevinger was not feeling right on the mound early on in his outing against the White Sox. When he headed back into the 
Tribe dugout after a tough first inning, he checked in with Bauer. 
 
"He told me, 'You're sitting on the rubber. You're just sitting there. You're not moving,'" Clevinger recalled. "He's like, 'Don't think about other 
[stuff]. Don't think about your arm. You need to move to the plate. Everything's in the right spot. You just need to move faster to the plate. 
You're being sluggish.'" 
 
The White Sox went 3-for-23 the rest of the way against Clevinger, who picked up the win. 
"A little key like that," Clevinger said, "a little direction and that turned that start around for me completely. He's done that with me probably two 
or three starts this year. Some little key and ..." 
 
Clevinger snapped his fingers. 
 
"Next thing you know it's like, 'Bam, bam, bam.'" 
 
Looking at Bauer and Clevinger, it would be hard to envision them as fast friends. 
 
Clevinger's hair is wild and to his shoulders. Bauer's close-crop cut is the low-maintenance look of someone with other things to worry about. 
Clevinger looks like someone who traveled through time from the '60s with his colorful tattoos, creative outfits and affinity for Jimi Hendrix. 
Bauer often sports a plain T-shirt and jeans. Clevinger pitches like a wild horse trying to be restrained. Every movement by Bauer seems 
calculated. 
 
Still, there is actually common ground that exists there. 
 



"I know for a fact there's judgment on both of us from outside sources," Bauer said, "based on how he lives his life or what I choose to say or 
what I do or what he whatever. It's both probably cases of judging a book by its cover before you get to know us and understand what makes us 
tick. I'm not about that and he's not, either. So it's easy. It makes for an easy connection." 
 
There is also a shared love for science -- just in different capacities. 
 
"I wanted to be a biologist. That was my thing," Clevinger said. "I love facts that can help answer why life revolves, evolves, et cetera. I like 
those facts. He likes facts and numbers, the science behind pitching with numbers and statistics. And then we both just have that competitive 
nature." 
 
That common trait lends itself to some brotherly feuds, too. 
 
This past spring, some of Bauer's weighted baseballs kept going missing from his locker. He discovered that Clevinger kept borrowing the 
training tools, but the righty would forget to put them back. In retaliation, Bauer went into Clevinger's locker and took his hacky sack. 
 
"He was all mad and wouldn't talk to me," Bauer said. 
 
Clevinger fought back. 
 
"He had two books shipped to my locker," Bauer said with a smirk. "One was like, 'It's not all about me,' and the other one was, 'How to Be a 
Good Teammate,' or something." 
 
Bauer then ordered a weighted-ball set and left that on Clevinger's chair as a truce. 
 
"There's times I want to wring him up by the neck and I'm sure he feels the same way about me," Clevinger said with a laugh. "There's times 
we've yelled at each other, gotten in each other's face. And there's times we've hugged it out and laughed about it. It's been like a tug-o-war, 
but it's just that competitive nature." 
 
The $100 bill is evidence to that end, though Bauer notes that Clevinger would not participate in a similar bet this past spring. 
 
"I tried to. He said no," Bauer said. "He knows that I throw harder than he does now." 
 
The most pressing question facing Indians 
By Jason Beck MLB.com @beckjason 
The American League Central has become a curious case study, with one or two teams expected to emerge from the pack but no one playing 
quite to form. With trade season picking up, the buzz in the division should soon take on a different shape. 
 
The Royals sending Kelvin Herrera to the Nationals on Monday for prospects is expected to be the first step in a busy summer for them and the 
rest of the division. Now that the Draft is over, the July 31 non-waiver Trade Deadline becomes the top priority for many organizations, 
regardless of whether they're making a postseason push. For scouts, midsummer travel often becomes a barnstorming tour to watch potential 
trade targets or evaluate prospects in the Minors. For general managers, the meetings become debates, from the club's direction to potential 
targets from scouts and analytics. 
One AL Central team, the Indians, clearly are in position to contend. The rest are either rebuilding, retinkering or rethinking. Here's a team-by-
team look at the pressing questions for each club. 
 
INDIANS 
The question: Will Cleveland acquire bullpen help? 
 
Things went off the rails for the Indians' bullpen in May, when the group turned in an 8.01 ERA that sent its relief corps toward the bottom of the 
AL rankings. While lefty Andrew Miller has dealt with injuries, manager Terry Francona has struggled to find consistency with his bullpen, 
making relief help an obvious need as the July 31 non-waiver Trade Deadline nears. 
 
Over the past two weeks, the Tribe has taken strides toward improving its 'pen. Core arms like Zach McAllister and Dan Otero have performed 
better, while the acquisition of veteran lefty Oliver Perez and emergence of Neil Ramirez have also helped shore things up. Miller's eventual 
return should continue the upward trend, but Cleveland could still greatly benefit from adding a lockdown relief arm for the stretch run. 
 
Kluber teaches campers game's fundamentals 
By Casey Harrison MLB.com 
CLEVELAND -- From the parking lot of suburban Mentor High School, the cheers of nearly 300 children could be heard after they took direction 
from Indians ace Corey Kluber on Thursday morning. 
 
Kluber, along with some of the area's top high school and college baseball coaches, led approximately 260 kids in grades 1-8 at the Corey 
Kluber Baseball ProCamp, an instructional clinic focused on the fundamentals of hitting, fielding and pitching at the high school. 
 
For Kluber, the chance to teach Cleveland's youth on his day off brings back childhood memories of his own. 
 
"You just get to go out and have a good time and play some baseball," Kluber said. 
 



The camp helped kids learn a variety of skills, drills and games, and all campers received a camp T-shirt and a team photo signed by Kluber. 
 
"You want them to be versatile, but more importantly, you want them to fall in love with the game," said Patrick Conway of Willoughby, Ohio, a 
parent to one of the campers. "It looked like [Kluber] was at every station with the kids. He was here early." 
 
Aside from all of the lessons, Conway said that seeing the kids beam at the sight of a superstar pitcher is motivating. 
 
"He's got pictures of Corey in his room and we have a signed jersey, so this was a dream come true for my son," Conway said. "He was pretty 
stoked." 
 
A similar sentiment was shared by Tabatha Luzar, a parent of another camper from nearby Kirtland, Ohio. 
 
"My kid plays baseball every day," she Luzar. "If he doesn't have a game, he's playing catch or he's getting the neighbors to come over, or he's 
playing catch in the pool. Whatever he does, he has to have a ball in his hand." 
 
Kluber was in charge of most of the pitching drills. The right-hander said the most important advice he offered to the campers wasn't a physical 
technique but the value of the mental side of the game. 
 
"Somebody asked me, 'You can hit buckets and buckets of balls, but you can't make 500 throws in a day, so how do you practice pitching?' And 
I told them you try to make every pitch count," Kluber said. "You only have a certain number of throws you can make in a day, or otherwise your 
arm might fall off, but try to have a goal and try to improve with each pitch." 
 
Kluber was typically dominant on Wednesday afternoon, holding the White Sox to one hit across seven scoreless innings while striking out 
seven. The effort improved Kluber to 11-3 with a 2.10 ERA. 
 
Kluber, the reigning American League Cy Young Award winner, preached that the campers should focus on perfecting fundamentals while 
enjoying their time on the field. 
 
"We have an opportunity as members of the Indians to do different things throughout the year to bring joy," Kluber said. "I think it's something 
that gives an opportunity to get kids out here and give them a chance to have some fun." 
 
Morgan nearly perfect for HIllcats 
By Mike Rosenbaum MLB.com @GoldenSombrero 
Making his sixth start for Class A Advanced Lynchburg, Eli Morgan turned in the best outing of his young career. 
 
Morgan, the Indians' No. 28 prospect, did not allow a hit over six dominant innings, issuing one walk and matching his career high with nine 
strikeouts as he and a trio of Hillcats relievers combined to fire a one-hit shutout in a 1-0 victory against Myrtle Beach. He threw a season-high 
91 pitches in the outing, 59 for strikes. 
 
After retiring the first eight batters of the game, Morgan issued a two-out walk in the third inning that ended his bid at perfection. It was the only 
blemish on his performance, as the 22-year-old righty proceeded to set down the final 10 batters en route to facing one over the minimum. 
 
Morgan has proved to be one of the biggest 2017 Draft steals in his first full season. The eighth-round selection out of Gonzaga has pitched to 
a 2.62 ERA with a 0.79 WHIP and 40-to-6 strikeout-to-walk ratio in 34 1/3 innings (six starts) with Lynchburg after a dominant start to his 
season at Class A Lake County, where he logged a 1.83 ERA with 56 strikeouts and eight walks in 44 1/3 innings. 
 
Overall, Morgan owns a 2.17 ERA and 0.84 WHIP in 14 starts this season across the two levels. He's held opposing hitters to a paltry .186 
average in that span while compiling 96 strikeouts and 14 walks in 78 2/3 innings. 
 
Right-handed reliever James Karinchak (No. 22) locked down his seventh save of the season to seal the Hillcats' combined one-hitter. Another 
steal from the 2017 Draft, when he was a ninth-round pick out of Bryant University, Karinchak has dominated to the tune of a 0.68 ERA with a 
.180 opponents' average and 47 strikeouts in 26 1/3 innings (20 appearances) this season between Lake County and Lynchburg. 
 
Offensively, Mitch Longo (No. 27) provided all the run support the Lynchburg hurlers would need when he led off the bottom of the first inning 
with a home run. The 23-year-old outfielder finished the game 1-for-2, also reaching base via a walk and a hit-by-pitch. He's hitting 
.289/.340/.417 with four home runs in 60 games this season -- matching the exact total he produced over 60 contests between Lake County 
and Lynchburg in 2017. 
 
Indians notebook: Jason Kipnis, in another improved stretch, still looking to increase offensive produc tion; workloads of starters 
monitored 

By Ryan Lewis 

CLEVELAND: It is no secret that Jason Kipnis has had a rough 2018 season, one that hasn’t gone nearly the way he envisioned as he entered 
spring training. 

Kipnis spoke in January of wanting to prove that there was no better option to man second base. The results haven’t followed. After he was 
moved out of the No. 2 spot in the lineup in May, Kipnis said he didn’t have “much of a leg to stand on” due to his lowering offensive numbers. 

“I even told [manager Terry Francona], ‘I’ve got to give you something,’ ” he said at the time. “I’m just not doing it right now.”  



Kipnis’ slash line of .208/.282/.328 is still well below his career averages but he has had a few positive offensive spurts. In his past four games, 
he’s totaled six hits, five RBI, four runs scored and two home runs. He has hit .241 with three home runs and eight RBI in 14 games in June, 
steadily pulling those numbers to their intended levels. 

“I do think he’s taking more good swings,” Francona said. “I think there’s more good swings. I think he looks more confident. It looks like when 
he swings now there’s more conviction in going to get the ball. I think he’ll be just fine.” 

Kipnis suddenly found himself without a clear position or place in the Indians’ lineup last September, when the club moved him to center field 
for the end of the year and the postseason after Bradley Zimmer was placed on the disabled list. He is owed a base salary of $13.5 million for 
this season and $14.5 million for next year before a 2020 club option valued at $16.5 million, making him an integral part to the Indians’ 
financial future as it relates to different decisions and scenarios. Kipnis was an All-Star in 2015 and put up a terrific 2016 season as the Indians 
made their run to the World Series. Since that time, he hasn’t found the same success at the plate and is now trying to rediscover it at the 
bottom of the Indians’ lineup. 

“I believe he can be the player we’ve seen in the past,” Indians president of baseball operations Chris Antonetti said. “I think we’ve seen signs 
of that at different points during this season, but have yet to see that consistent level of performance. I know no one is more frustrated about it 
than Kip, but he’s continued to maintain a good mindset about finding a way out and finding a way to contribute to help the team win. I think we 
saw it again the other night, what he’s capable of doing. And hopefully he can have more nights like that.” 

Keep an eye out 

The Indians are the only team in baseball with four qualified starting pitchers in the top 20 in fWAR, a list that includes Corey Kluber (eighth), 
Carlos Carrasco (20th, and now on the disabled list), Trevor Bauer (fifth) and Mike Clevinger (11th). All four have been able to navigate just 
about any lineup thrown at them, and have picked up some of the slack for a bullpen that has struggled for most of the year, but the Indians 
also must keep an eye on their usage. 

A balance exists between trying to win each night and keeping one eye trained on October, the postseason and ensuring that those in the 
rotation still have enough left in the tank. 

Those four starters all rank in the top 22 in innings pitched this season, and Carrasco (22nd) would be higher if not for his placement on the 
disabled list. Kluber has shown he can be a workhorse in the past, and Bauer could seemingly pitch forever (and probably wishes he was 
allowed to do so) but even so, the Indians are mindful of their usage and will take any chance they can to give them a less taxing outing. 

Take, for example, Kluber’s past two starts. In the first, he gave up four runs in five innings against the Minnesota Twins and clearly wasn’t his 
normal self. In Wednesday’s blowout win over the Chicago White Sox, he cruised with a large lead. In both cases, the Indians took him out a bit 
earlier than needed, a chance to ease some of the burden. 

“It’s a conversation we continue to have,” Antonetti said of the Indians monitoring each pitcher’s usage. “I think the good news is that our guys 
are conditioned to do that. And so, they’re in a good spot. … But it’s something we’re cognizant of and we would like to manage maybe a little 
bit better moving forward. And hopefully now that we have a little more continuity in our bullpen, that’s an option for us to do.” 
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Cleveland Indians should have enough left in the ki tty to sign their first two draft picks 

By Paul Hoynes 

CLEVELAND, Ohio - The Indians selected 12 players in the first 10 rounds of the June draft. Their bonus pool for signing those players is 
$9,145,200. 

So far Scott Barnsby, director of scouting, has done a good job managing that pool. The Indians have signed nine of those players for 
$4,153,300, according to mlb.com. But the two priciest players are still unsigned - catcher Noah Naylor and right-hander Ethan Hankins. 

Naylor, the Indians' No.1 pick and 29th player taken overall, has a slot value of $2,332,700. Hankins, a first round compensation pick for the 
Indians losing free agent Carlos Santana, has a slot value of $2,016,400. 

The only other unsigned player in the first 10 rounds is Steven Kwan, an outfielder from Oregon State taken in the fifth round. Kwan, whose slot 
value is $303,400, is currently playing in the College World Series. 

Given what the Indians have already spent, they have almost $5 million to sign Naylor, Hankins and Kwan. Naylor is committed to Texas A&M 
and Hankins to Vanderbilt. Kwan, a left-handed hitter who batted .353 with eight doubles, five triples, 13 steals and 34 RBI, just finished his 
junior year at Oregon State. 

Teams have until July 6 to sign drafted players. On Wednesday, Chris Antonetti, Indians president of baseball operations, said the organization 
was confident they could sign Naylor and Hankins. The Indians, in the last 29 years, have been unable to sign their No.1 pick just twice - 
outfielder Calvin Murray in 1989 and right-hander Alan Horne in 2001. 

That moment when your dreams turn into reality.  

Congrats to @ForsythCentAD's @EthanHankins for getting drafted by the @Indians tonight in the #MLBDraft. 

-- Nelson Hicks (@NelsonHicksWSB) June 5, 2018 

If a team cannot sign a player selected in one of the first three rounds of the draft (including supplemental compensation draft picks between 
rounds one and two, two and three and three and four), the team will receive an extra compensation pick in the 2019 draft. The pick will be one 
slot lower in the first or second rounds where the club picked the previous season. 

On Tuesday the Indians signed high-school right-hander Lenny Torres Jr., their third overall pick, for $1,350,000. The slot value for Torres was 
$1,744,800. 

Here are the signing bonuses for the other draftees taken in the first 10 rounds. Slot values are in parenthesis: RHP Nick Sandlin, second 
round, $750,000 ($939,700); INF Richie Palacios, third round, $475,000 ($544,200); LHP Adam Scott, fourth round, $50,000 ($406,300); INF 



Raynel Delgado, sixth round, $900,000 ($235,000); RHP Cody Morris, seventh round, $155,900 ($155,900); RHP Alex Royalty, eighth round, 
$155,900 ($155,900); RHP Brian Eichhorn, ninth round, $150,000 ($143,800) and RHP Robert Broom, 10th round pick, $136,800 ($136,800). 

The Indians went way over slot on just one player, Delgado, a switch-hitting high school infielder from Calvary Christian Academy in Florida. He 
hit .364 (28-for-77) with two homers and 25 RBI as a senior. He played for Team USA's gold-medal 18-and-under team in the 2017 World Cup. 

The Tribe took 42 players in the draft. They've signed 26. Any player signed for $125,000 or less after the 10th round does not count against 
the bonus pool. 

If a team exceeds its bonus pool, it can be penalized monetarily and with the loss of draft picks. 

Any team that goes over its pool by up to 5 percent must pay a 75 percent tax on the overage. Any team that exceeds its pool by more than 5 
percent, but less than 10 percent must pay a 75 percent tax on the overage and loses a first-round pick in next year's draft. Any team that 
exceeds its pool by more than 10 percent, but less than 15 percent must pay a 100 percent tax on the overage and loses a first and second 
round pick in next year's draft. Any team that exceeds its pool by more than 15 percent must pay a 100 percent tax on the amount of the 
overage and will lose a first round pick in each of the next two drafts. 
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Cleveland Indians, Detroit Tigers series preview, p itching matchups 

By Paul Hoynes, cleveland.com  

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Here is the preview and pitching matchups for the Indians' series against the Tigers. 

Where/when: Progressive Field, Friday through Sunday. 

TV/radio: SportsTime Ohio, WTAM/1100 and WMMS/FM 100.7 will carry the series. 

Pitching matchups and starting times: RHP Mike Fiers (5-3, 4.09) vs. RHP Shane Bieber (1-0, 3.97) Friday at 7:10 p.m.; RHP Francisco Liriano 
(3-2, 3.90) vs. RHP Trevor Bauer (6-5, 2.50) Saturday at 6:10 p.m. and LHP Matthew Boyd (4-5, 3.63) vs. RHP Adam Plutko (3-1, 5.04) on 
Sunday at 1:10 p.m. 

Series: The Indians lead the Tigers, 7-3, this season. The Tigers lead, 1,121-1,091, overall. 

Hot pitchers: Neil Ramirez, in his last 11 appearances, hasn't allowed a run in 10 1/3 innings for the Indians. Fiers is 1-0 with a 1.32 ERA in two 
starts against the Indians this year. He's allowed two earned runs with 13 strikeouts and two walks in 13 innings. 

Hot hitters: Tribe catcher Yan Gomes is hitting .319 (15-for-47) with seven doubles, three homers and 11 RBI in June. Detroit's Leonys Martin is 
hitting .286 (6-for-21) with two doubles and two RBI on this eight-game trip. 

Team updates: The Indians have won four straight and are 4-2 on this nine-game homestand which ends Sunday. The Tigers have gone 3-2 on 
the first two legs of an eight-game, three-city trip that ends in Cleveland. They've won five of their last seven games overall, but are 0-4 at 
Progressive Field this year and have lost 20 of their last 26 games at the home of the Indians. 

Disabled list: Tigers - 1B Miguel Cabrera (left biceps), LHP Ryan Carpenter (right oblique), LHP Liriano (right hamstring), LHP Daniel Norris 
(groin surgery), LHP Daniel Stumpf (left elbow) and RHP Drew VerHagen (broken nose) are on the disabled list. 

Indians - RHP Evan Marshall (right elbow), RHP Carlos Carrasco (right elbow), LHP Tyler Olsen (left lat), LHP Andrew Miller (right knee), RHP 
Nick Goody (right elbow), LHP Ryan Merritt (left shoulder), RHP Danny Salazar (right shoulder) and RHP Cody Anderson (right elbow) are on 
the disabled list. OF Lonnie Chisenhall (tight calves) is day to day. 

Next: The Indians start a nine-game trip with a three-game series in St. Louis starting Monday night. 
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Bobby Bradley's homer carries Akron RubberDucks pas t Hartford 

By Cliff Pinckard,  

AKRON, Ohio -- Bobby Bradley hit a solo homer in the bottom of the eighth and right-hander Henry Martinez closed it out to give the 
RubberDucks a 3-2 win Thursday over Hartford. 

The game started well for Akron, with Connor Marabell giving the RubberDucks a 1-0 lead in the first with a solo shot. Sicnarf Loopstok made it 
2-0 with an RBI double in the second inning. 

Roberto Ramos singlehandedly kept the Yard Goats in the game, hitting solo homers in the fifth and seventh innings off RubberDucks right-
hander Jake Paulson. 

But Bradley delivered in the eighth and Martinez pitched a scoreless ninth to earn his sixth save of the season. 

Paulson lasted 6 2/3 innings, giving up two runs and six hits and striking out nine. 

David Speer (1-2, 2.21 ERA) got the win with 1 1/3 innings of scoreless relief. 

Both Bradley and Willi Castro were 3-for-4 on the night. 

RubberDucks 3, Yard Goats 2: Bobby Bradley’s eight-inning home run lifts Ducks over Yard Goats 
by ABJ/Ohio.com correspondent  

Before the RubberDucks game Thursday night against the Hartford Yard Goats, Ducks first baseman Bobby Bradley spent some time working 

on fine-tuning his swing with former Indians legend Travis Hafner. 



Hafner, a fan favorite who went by the affectionate nickname of “Pronk” during his time in Cleveland, slugged 213 home runs in his 12-year 

career, 200 of them as a member of the Indians. 

Bradley did his best Pronk impersonation in the eighth inning, and his tie-breaking solo home run proved to be the difference as the Ducks (41-

31) overcame two solo homers by Roberto Ramos to beat the Goats 3-2 at Canal Park. 

“It felt great being in that situation to help the team win,” Bradley said. “I was still just looking for that one pitch to get on base, not so much to hit 

the home run.” 

Bradley finished with three hits, tying his season-high, and also bumped his average to .195. 

RubberDucks manager Tony Mansolino said it came down to Bradley’s extended work with the RubberDucks hitting staff. 

“Bobby’s worked his tail off,” Mansolina said. “He’s been open-minded, and he’s been in there with [hitting coach] Kevin Howard and he’s been 

working his butt off trying to find solutions. 

“Nice step in the right direction, [and] you hope tomorrow he can continue and maintain good at-bats.” 

Ramos, who didn’t join the Yard Goats (34-37) until Thursday, made his presence known in his Eastern League debut. His solo runs in the fifth 

and seventh inning provided his team’s only runs. 

Outside of Ramos, though, Ducks starter Jake Paulson kept the Yard Goats off the board, allowing six hits in 6⅔ innings with a career-high nine 

strikeouts. 

“He commanded the strike zone with his fastball, [and] did a great job,” Mansolino said of Paulson. “[He] just competed. We had no information 

on [Ramos]. As the game progressed we saw some things and attacked him a little differently.” 

Paulson exited in the seventh innings with runners on second and third, but reliever David Speer (1-2) struck out Hartford’s Nelson Molina to 

end the threat. 

“My slider was working really well tonight,” Paulson said. “I feel like we did a really good job mixing my changeup and just attacking the strike 

zone.” 

The Ducks scored runs on a first-inning home run by Connor Marabell and an RBI double by Sicnarf Loopstok in the second. 

Ramos then tied the score with his two home runs, setting up Bradley’s heroics. 

“I made a mistake the first time,” Paulson said of Ramos’ first home run. “The second time I tried to sneak a fastball past him and he got it.” 

For Bradley, the RubberDucks recent success boils down to one thing. 

“We get out there every day and have fun, whether we’re doing good or bad. I’m out there having fun hitting .180, so you have to have fun,” he 

said with a laugh. 

Clippers 4, Knights 1 | Clippers end three-game sli de 
Mitch Talbot helped the Clippers end a three-game losing streak Thursday night, pitching seven strong innings and allowing no runs in a 4-1 
win over the host Charlotte Knights at BB&T Ballpark. 
 
Talbot (1-2) gave up seven hits, striking out five and walking none. 
 
Drew Maggi had an RBI single in the fourth inning to bring home Brandon Barnes from second base and put the Clippers ahead 1-0. Barnes 
followed up with a bases-empty home run in the sixth. 
 
The Clippers added single runs in the seventh on a Nellie Rodriguez home run and on a wild pitch in the eighth after Yandy Diaz doubled and 
later took third. 
 
Carson Fulmer (3-3) went seven innings for the Knights, allowing seven hits, striking out 11 and walking one. He gave up three runs, all earned. 
The Knights’ run came in the ninth on a Patrick Leonard home run off of Clippers reliever Cole Sulser. 
 
The start of the game was delayed two hours until 9:05 p.m. because of rain. But the Clippers will get little chance to rest as they head to 
Georgia for a four-game series with the Gwinnett Stripers. It begins Friday with a doubleheader at 5:05 p.m. 
 
  



Minor League Matters: Six catchers who bring value behind the plate—and at it 
By Emily Waldon and Jared Wyllys 
Francisco Mejía 
Current Assignment: Triple-A Columbus (Indians) 
Ht/Wt: 5-10/180 lbs. B/T: S/R. DOB: October 27, 1995 
Season Stats: 213 AB, .244/.297/.394, 52 H, 19 R, 12 2B, 6 HR, 32 RBI 
 
Francisco Mejía is one of the most multifaceted prospects in the Cleveland Indians’ system, so it’s no surprise he’s viewed as the consensus 
top prospect in the organization. 
 
Signed as international free agent in 2012 for $350,000, Mejía, known best for his abilities behind the plate, is getting stretched beyond his role 
as a catcher by the Indians front office of late, and the versatility is simply adding depth to an already solid defensive resume. 
 
Behind the plate, Mejía sells himself primarily on a plus-plus cannon of an arm, while his overall fielding from behind the dish falls slightly below 
average. 
 
Named the organization’s top prospect for three years running by Baseball America, Mejía, 22, was sent by the Indians to the Arizona Fall 
League in 2017 with a full-season assignment to third base. Mejía’s diversity expanded with his promotion to Triple-A Columbus. 
 
With the Clippers, Mejía has divided his time almost equally between his catching duties and working in the outfield. Over 55 games, Mejía has 
yet to commit an error, and the Indians hope the change in scenery will only sharpen Mejía’s defensive instincts. 
 
Mejía is an aggressive presence at the plate, able to generate a surprising level of power for his 5-10 frame. The switch hitter works well from 
both sides of the plate, working exceptional barrel control for plenty of hard contact. 
 
For a guy who knows a thing or two about hit streaks, as he showed with his infamous 50-game stretch in 2016, Mejía hasn’t struggled to string 
together more of the same stretches of contact with Triple-A Columbus. Hitting safely in 15 of his past 16 games, Mejía has generated four 
multi-hit outings in his last five with the Clippers, with 11 hits in that time. 
 
Mejía’s aggression at the plate, successful on most fronts, has spiked the 22-year-old’s strikeout rate to 20.3 percent, a seven-point jump from 
2017 with Double-A Akron. The spike isn’t a cause for major concern, with Mejía already showing his instincts should polish out this rate in 
time. 
 
With Mejía’s defensive versatility continuing to grow, expect the Indians to ride his success at the plate at they continue to pinpoint a long-term 
home for him in the field. 
 
Corey Kluber is all smiles at his baseball camp in Me ntor 
By John Kampf, The News-Herald 
No, really. 
 
The reigning American League Cy Young Award winner strolled around a practice field at Mentor High School with the broadest of smiles on 
his face, stopping often to give tips at the Corey Kluber Baseball Procamp. 
 
Why was he smiling so? 
 
Maybe it was because he was helping kids. 
Then again, maybe the 32-year-old remembered what it was like to be 10, 11 or 12 years old all over again. 
 
Either way, the Indians’ star pitcher — known for his stone-faced, emotionless demeanor on the mound, was having the time of his life with the 
280 kids who were taking part in the camp that bore his name. 
 
“I think we have an opportunity as members of the Indians to do different things throughout the year to hopefully bring joy,” Kluber said. “And 
kids have a chance to have fun.” 
 
Fun. 
 
That was the operative word of the day. 
 
Kids were running from station to station in excitement. On fly ball drills, youngsters dove out on their bellies to make plays. When Kluber 
stopped to help, especially in the pitching portion of the camp, young players looked attentively at the star pitcher of their hometown team. 
 
“He taught me a lot of good things,” said Zach Heimberger of Mentor-on-the-Lake. “Mostly it was about pitching, keeping your head still, making 
good contact when you throw, keeping your leg up and then stepping and throwing. 
 
“He said you want your head to be as still as possible when you pitch.” 
 
Peyton Davison traveled all the way from Florida with his father for the camp. They’re in town for four Indians games and to learn from Kluber. 
 



“My dad was born in Cleveland,” Davison said with a smile, “so he made sure I was an Indians fan.” 
 
Kluber is just a fan of making sure kids are outside being active. He said baseball, football, and basketball — what have you — are all 
competitive sports. But kids need to have fun when doing any of them. 
 
“Whatever it is, you compete and want to win,” Kluber said, “but at the end, it’s a game and you want them to have fun.” 
 
Kluber was asked a myriad of questions — understandably — by the campers. Some were shy and ducked their heads in the face of their hero. 
 
One camper asked how a player can hit buckets and buckets of balls, but a pitcher can’t do the same. So how does Kluber practice pitching? 
 
“You try to make every pitch count,” he said, “otherwise your arm’s gonna fall off. Have a goal with each pitch and try to improve.” 
 
A number of area coaches lent their support by coaching at the camp, including Chagrin Falls assistant baseball coach John Scott, Lake Erie 
College assistant Jerry Hites and Lake Catholic softball coach Jim Galloway. 
 
“He just pitched yesterday,” Galloway said of Kluber’s seven innings of shutout ball in a 12-0 win over the White Sox. “And he’s here today. 
That tells you what kind of person he is. To me, that’s more important than the kind of baseball player he is.” 
 
With that shutout win, the Indians improved to 40-33. They hold a five-game lead over the Tigers and a 5 1/2-game lead over the Twins 
heading into the weekend series with the visiting Tigers. 
 
Kluber said he likes the position of his team as the halfway point of the season nears. 
 
“I think obviously the goal is to improve throughout the course of the year,” he said. “In a perfect world, you hit the ground running in April and 
carry all the way through the end of September. Reality says it’s a long season. There are ups and downs. Each game is a new game, whether 
the last one went well or didn’t go well. Hopefully it pays off in the long run.” 
 
TRIBE NOTES After seasons of struggle, Indians catc her Yan Gomes has found his slugging stroke 
Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle -TelegramPublished on June 21, 2018 | Updated 7:15 a . m. 
Indians catcher Yan Gomes was a Silver Slugger during his best offensive season in the majors in 2014. 
 
Following three consecutive injury-plagued and largely unproductive years, Gomes has worked his way up to at least bronze status over the 
first 2 1/2 months of the season, batting .254 with nine home runs and 24 RBIs in 52 games. 
 
He’s taken it to the gold level this month, hitting safely in 12 of 14 games, batting .319 (15-for-47) and leading MLB catchers in slugging 
percentage (.660) and doubles (seven), while ranking second with 11 RBIs, 15 hits and three homers. 
 
After three straight seasons on the slide, Gomes was expected to give way to Roberto Perez as the primary catcher this year, but he’s swinging 
it way better than his younger counterpart, who is hitting only .155 with a homer and six RBIs over 26 games. 
 
“It’s really just trying not to do too much, try not to sell out so much on each at-bat and communicate — communicate with guys who see what’s 
going on,” said Gomes, who has also been far more effective than Perez at controlling the opposition’s running game. 
 
One of the guys Gomes has turned to is left fielder Michael Brantley, a “professional hitter” who has become a sort of personal instructor for 
Gomes. 
 
Like a number of teammates, Gomes has consulted Brantley, and why not? MVP candidates Francisco Lindor and Jose Ramirez call him the 
best hitter on the team. 
 
“I credit a lot of stuff to Brantley,” Gomes said. “I think we try to talk as much as we can. When things aren’t going well (for me), I kind of just sit 
down with him. 
 
“But at the end of the day, you’re the one out there. You’ve got to try to figure out yourself, to try to see what works. Once you try to simplify it 
as much as you can, then by talking to him, you’re able to make little adjustments throughout the game.” 
 
Gomes’ production, in addition to that of others at the back end of the batting order, has been a welcome sight for the Indians, who have gotten 
the majority of their offense from the top four — Lindor, Brantley, Ramirez and Edwin Encarnacion. 
 
“The usual guys, Brantley, Lindor, we need those guys and they know it, but it’s nice to get contributions from one through nine,” manager Terry 
Francona said. “You don’t give the opposing pitcher an inning off. It’s certainly a better recipe for success when you’re getting contributions all 
over the place.” 
 
“Those guys are at the top of the lineup. They’re going to be carrying us throughout (the season),” Gomes said. “But just because we’re at the 
second half of the lineup doesn’t mean we’re just going to rely so much on those guys. I think we have a pretty deep lineup, from top to bottom 
we can do some damage. From speed to just being able to get good at-bats to get on and let those guys do work.” 
 
  



Tigers, Royals to play in Omaha on June 13, 2019 

The Detroit News Published 4:19 p.m. ET June 21, 20 18 

The Detroit Tigers and Kansas City Royals are rebuilding. 

So, from that standpoint, perhaps it makes sense that they will play each other on amateur baseball's biggest stage in 2019. 

Major League Baseball announced Thursday that the Tigers and Royals will play a game June 13, 2019, in Omaha, Neb., at TD Ameritrade Stadium, the home of 
the College World Series. 

The game will take place two days before the start of the CWS, and will be the first major-league game ever played in Nebraska. ESPN will televise the game. 

The official announcement was made in Omaha by commissioner Rob Manfred, as well as officials from the Royals, Tigers and ESPN. 

"We look forward to partnering with the NCAA and all the various parties who have worked hard to put this game together," Manfred said in making the 
announcement Thursday. "This represents another significant step in our efforts to showcase the solidarity that links each level of our great game." 

Said Tigers general manager Al Avila: "All of us with the Detroit Tigers are thrilled and honored to participate in the first-ever major-league game at TD Ameritrade 
Park Omaha. The College World Series is one of America's jewel events and is truly an institution within the baseball world. 

"We are looking forward to showcasing the talent of our Major Leaguers on amateur baseball's biggest stage." 

The game will be a Royals home game, and should feature a significant number of Royals fans. Omaha is less than a three-hour drive from Kansas City, Mo. 

The event is part of MLB's new Summer Series, which in recent years has featured the Braves and Marlins playing at Fort Bragg, N.C., in 2016, and the Pirates 
and Cardinals playing in Williamsport, Pa., in 2017. The Phillies and Mets will play in the second annual Little League Classic later this season. 
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Detroit Tigers three observations: Ron Gardenhire w on't sweat critics 

Anthony Fenech, June 21, 2018 

CINCINNATI — The Detroit Tigers arrived in the Queen City just one game below the .500 mark, riding high on a five-game winning streak with their two best 
pitchers scheduled to start against an otherwise lowly Reds team. 

They leave three games under, hurt by the long ball, with an even tougher Ohio task in front of them: Three games against the American League Central Division-
leading Indians this weekend. 

For as much as the .500 record means little – it’s certainly not the ultimate goal this season – it did represent some sort of significance at this stage of the season, 
one which many thought the team would have already taken up residency in the basement of the division. 

Against the Reds, the Tigers didn’t hit, save for a ninth-inning rally down nine runs on Tuesday and a couple of solo home runs on Wednesday. There wasn’t much 
offense to put together. Their starters – Matthew Boyd and Michael Fulmer – allowed crucial home runs and the bullpen was not as lights-out as they had been for 
much of the past week. 

To follow, the Tigers will have another opportunity to respond. One of the reasons the team is within an arm’s reach of the .500 mark is because they have avoided 
week-long losing streaks. Their offense is sagging; the loss of Miguel Cabrera will eventually take its toll. 

Here are three observations from the Tigers’ series loss to the Reds: 

Gardenhire cares not for arm-chair managing  

Especially yours, Brian Kenny. Tigers manager Ron Gardenhire addressed Kenny’s criticism of not pinch-hitting for Fulmer with the bases loaded in the top of the 
sixth inning on Wednesday – criticism which was apparently relayed to Gardenhire by the Tigers’ on-site PR staff – by saying, ““Crazy to think someone would 
want me to pinch-hit for him there. I’m looking at a nine-inning game, so there you have it, that’s two different mindsets. Whoever was thinking that maybe should 
get their own team and they can pull that guy out there again and see as soon as the next guy goes in and gives it up and then I’d rip his ass. From your side, I 
would chew him up, saying, ‘Why the hell would you do that?’ So don’t ever ask me that question.” Kenny, a well-respected MLB Network analyst, noted Fulmer’s 
numbers facing a batting order the third time: .338 average, .597 slugging percentage. The argument is this: Using a pinch-hitter with the bases loaded was more 
advantageous than sending Fulmer back out. The reality is this: Fulmer wasn’t even at 70 pitches and if Kenny was watching the game – he tweeted that he wasn’t 
– he would have seen the stuff Fulmer was throwing. Of course, Fulmer allowed three runs the next inning on two home runs. 

Fulmer appears very close  

Sure, he took the loss on Wednesday afternoon but the pitches he was throwing were eye-popping, especially his fastball, which cruised in the upper-90 mph 
range and touched 99 mph occasionally. That, and there was plenty of tailing action on the fastball. It was the best Fulmer has looked all season, for the most 
extended period of time. We’ve seen similar spurts, of course, and the sixth inning once again proved a challenge, though the offensive conditions certainly 
helped. This is the kind of Fulmer the Tigers need both on the mound and on the trade market. Fulmer leaned on his fastball more than in previous starts, but the 
change-up remains a confounding pitch this season. He can dominate the lesser lineups with just that fastball and slider. But that fastball won’t be there every 
outing, so getting that change-up back up to  

Boyd needs to work ahead 

Much has been made about Boyd’s strong start and some of the peripheral numbers – such as his low batting average on balls in play – which suggest a statistical 
regression is on the horizon. But Boyd’s biggest problems come when he falls behind hitters, especially early in the count. His stuff is solid, but not supreme 
enough to work his way back into counts from behind. On Tuesday night, he consistently fell behind hitters, one ball and no strikes. His early-game struggles are 
not new: He has stumbled out of the gate for the better part of the past month. But his ability to right the ship has been most impressive, using maturity on the 
mound to combat some of the regression. Boyd wasn’t hit overly hard: Joey Votto’s grand slam barely cleared the right field fence and might have needed help 
from Nick Castellanos’ glove. Getting ahead is key. 
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Tigers' truth: Team is fun, but Indians are far sup erior 

Chris McCosky, June 21, 2018 

Cleveland — It would have been fun if the Tigers had won both games in Cincinnati, had blown into Cleveland on the winds of a seven-game winning streak and 
still been within three games of the Indians. 

But they didn’t. They lost them both. And now the Indians are surging, winning four straight. They are six games up on the Tigers in the loss column. 



Let’s be honest, though. The Tigers are a good story. This is a fun, fiercely-competitive team that plays the game with verve, with an endearing got-nothing-to-lose 
chip on their shoulder. But in no real world are they at the level of the Indians. 

The Indians are one of four elite teams in the American League, along with the Yankees, Red Sox and Astros. You can put the Mariners in that group, if you want. 
Jury is still out. 

The point is, whether the Tigers came into Cleveland this weekend on a seven-game win streak or six losses back — this is still a rebuilding team vs. a contender. 
Save yourself some heartbreak later and accept those terms. 

If you do, then however competitive the Tigers are this weekend will be an enjoyable bonus. 

20 in 20 

What this weekend represents more than anything else is the start of another hellacious stretch of scheduling. 

The schedule-makers saw fit to bracket a two-game series in Cincinnati and a three-gamer in Cleveland, with off-days — two off-days in the span of four days. And 
now the Tigers embark on 20 games in 20 days, in five cities — counting two four-game series at Comerica Park in Detroit. 

At Cleveland for three, then back at Comerica Park for four against Oakland; travel to Toronto for four and then to Chicago to play the Cubs twice; home for four 
against Texas and then back on the road for three in Tampa Bay. 

After an off-day, the Tigers finish the first half of the season at Houston. 

That schedule, as much as anything else, led manager Ron Gardenhire and pitching coach Chris Bosio to fiddle with a six-man rotation. Blaine Hardy will continue 
to make starts, even with the expected return of Francisco Liriano on Saturday. 

Gardenhire hasn’t divulged exactly how that will play out, but, the plan is written down. All six starters will get extra days between starts. 

Tazawa in the wings 

Inevitably, there will also be some shuffling of the bullpen pieces. 

Left-hander Daniel Stumpf will make at least one more rehab start before returning — if he is right, he will be a much-needed addition. Except for a brief relief 
outing by Hardy on Wednesday, the Tigers haven’t had a lefty in the bullpen since May 29. 

Other fresh arms will be needed, you’d think. And one to keep an eye on is veteran right-hander Junichi Tazawa. He very quietly was added to the roster at Triple-
A Toledo Wednesday and pitched a clean inning in relief. 

You might remember Tazawa helping the Red Sox beat the Tigers in the 2013 ALCS. He just turned 32 but he hasn’t pitched effectively the last two seasons. He 
was released by the Marlins after he was tagged for 20 runs, 28 hits, six home runs and 13 walks in 20 innings. In his two seasons in Miami, he had a 6.57 ERA 
and a 1.566 WHIP. 

After the Tigers signed him to a minor-league deal two weeks ago, they sent him to extended spring training in Lakeland. Pitching coordinator A.J. Sager and 
others worked with him. Even though they would have to create a place on the 40-man roster to do so, it probably won’t be long before the Tigers purchase his 
contract. 

They would love for him to provide the same boost as another veteran castoff has – Louis Coleman. 
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Chris Ilitch: 'Next-level' renovations coming to Comerica Park 

The Detroit News June 21, 2018 

Comerica Park, which opened in 2000, has stood the test of time — especially when you consider the shrinking lifespan of professional sports stadiums. 

Consider, the Atlanta Braves moved into SunTrust Park in 2017, after spending just 20 years at their previous home, Turner Field. And the Texas Rangers are 
planning a 2020 move into a new ballpark, despite Globe Life Park in Arlington having opened in 1994. 

That said, Comerica Park might be bracing for some serious renovations, according to comments made by Christopher Ilitch this week. 

“We try to be very disciplined at Comerica Park and each and every year ... just keep investing in the facility and keeping it fresh and exciting and make sure that 
customer experience stays high,” Ilitch said during a business conference in Detroit this week, according to comments published by SportsBusiness Daily 
(subscription). "Having said that, at some point we are going to take it to the next level and really do something more meaningful because we are seeing how 
people are reacting to the Little Caesars (Arena) environment.” 

Ilitch, chairman and CEO of the Detroit Tigers, didn't elaborate on when renovations might take place, what they might entail, or where the financing would come 
from. 

Comerica Park has undergone several modest renovations over the years, including the bringing in of the fences in left field, the addition of seating sections (to 
accommodate for the 2006-2014 attendance needs) and the addition of bars and restaurants throughout the park. A new, large scoreboard was installed in 2012. 

This past offseason, Comerica Park added protective netting, as Major League Baseball continued to urge teams to become more fan safety-conscious. 

But there have been no massive overhauls on the scale of the Detroit Lions' recent $100-million upgrades at Ford Field. 

Comerica Park, which cost $300 million in 2000 and seats 41,297, regularly is listed in the middle-of-the-pack among major-league ballparks. 
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