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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
 

1884-The second worst flood in Cincinnati history, with the Ohio River peaking at 71.1 feet, puts the construction of the 

Reds new ball park on hold as 20 feet of water covers the site 
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Gennett rolls into Reds camp in RV 

Second baseman starting spring with arbitration hearing, number change 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Feb. 13th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- Some Major League players like to roll into Spring Training with a fancy new car, but Reds second baseman 

Scooter Gennett's route to camp came in an entirely different vehicle. 

 

Gennett and his family rented an RV for the drive to Goodyear from his home in Sarasota, Fla. An early arrival ahead of Sunday's 

full-squad report date, Gennett said on Tuesday that it took him 32 hours to make the trip. 

 

"It might have to be a Spring Training deal every year," said Gennett, who got the RV so he could bring his dog, Leo, to Arizona. 

 

Gennett didn't find driving the RV to be much of an adjustment, including the difficulty of trying to back it into reverse or parking. 

 

"You're supposed to get assistance, but I must have truck driving in my blood," he said. 

 

The RV will not be a permanent presence at the Reds' Player Development complex, however. 

 

"We've got it for a few more days. I'm not going to keep it in Mr. Castellini's parking spot for too much longer," Gennett joked, 

referring to Reds CEO Bob Castellini. 

 

On the serious side, Gennett and the club have an arbitration hearing scheduled for Friday in Arizona. 

 

Gennett filed for $5.7 million while the club countered at $5.1 million. In the hallway outside of the clubhouse, he and general 

manager Dick Williams could be seen talking to one another. There appear to be no hard feelings. 

 

"Arbitration is tough, not only for the player but for them as well," Gennett said. "But our conversation was, 'Hey, no matter how it 

goes or what's said in there, it's not a reflection of what we actually think of you. It's just a numbers-type thing.' Which I understand. 

If I go in and hear that I can't hit lefties or play every day, those are things I've heard all of my life. It's not going to be anything I 

haven't heard before. I just told him not to worry about it. It's business, nothing personal." 

 

In recent years, the Reds have gone to a "file-and-trial" system where they will automatically go to a hearing with a player once 

salary numbers are formally exchanged. That happened with both Gennett and third baseman Eugenio Suarez. On Feb. 6, the club 

won its case against Suarez. 

 

"You'd rather not go through it," Gennett said. "Growing as a big leaguer, I've learned you can't just accept everything because it 

affects everybody behind you. It's not just about me. If I signed a crappy deal, then it's going to affect every other second baseman 

in the league that wants a deal. It's not a selfish thing. It's kind of the opposite." 

 

One change Gennett is making for the new season will be on the back of his Reds jersey. He switched from No. 4 to No. 3. No. 4 

was the only number available to Gennett at the end of camp last year, when he was acquired as a waiver claim. Its former owner, 

ex-Reds second baseman Brandon Phillips, complained about it being given away, but that had nothing to do with the change. 

 



"It's my favorite number," Gennett said of No. 3. "I was a big Dale Earnhardt fan when I was younger, still am. I didn't really like 

No. 4. I had the four home runs [in one game] and all of that. I think three homers a game wouldn't be too bad." 

 

 

Competition begins for Reds' 5th rotation spot 

Six young pitchers among candidates as Spring Training arrives 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Feb. 13th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- The Reds opened Spring Training on Tuesday with the arrival of pitchers and catchers at camp, and thus 

formally began one of the more pivotal battles for a job: a spot in Cincinnati's rotation. 

 

Reds manager Bryan Price provided some clarity about who exactly would be prepared as starters during Cactus League games. The 

top tier of three will be Anthony DeSclafani, Homer Bailey and Luis Castillo. 

 

Left-hander Brandon Finnegan is likely good for a spot, also. Finnegan is coming off of injuries to both of his arms and was limited 

to four starts in 2017. 

 

"I plug in Finnegan as a guy I'm very confident will make our rotation. But -- I've made this clear -- this is not a Spring Training for 

anyone, Brandon included, to be thinking they just have to get their arm in shape and be ready to be in our starting rotation," Price 

said. "This is a competitive group. Lack of competitiveness would not bode well for anybody that wants to be in the starting 

rotation." 

 

Not everyone from the remaining group of younger starters is in line to get starts this spring. 

 

"There are too many starters in camp to think they all can get regular starts in these games," Price said. 

 

Here is a quick look at those jockeying for a final spot in the Reds' rotation: 

 

On the inside track: 

 

RHP Sal Romano  

Pros: Romano finished strong with a 3.17 ERA over his final eight starts after struggling initially. He's also been developing his 

slider and bringing along a changeup to go with his mid-90s fastball. 

 

Cons: Romano didn't use his changeup enough, and he will need that third pitch to make the club comfortable that he can be a 

starter. 

 

What it will take: Romano was a finalist for a spot last spring and just missed. If he brings what he did in his final eight starts of 

2017, he should remain one of the favorites. 

 

RHP Robert Stephenson  

Pros: Over his final eight starts beginning Aug. 19, Stephenson was 5-2 with a 2.74 ERA. He showed some much-needed mettle in a 

Sept. 5 game vs. the Brewers, when he loaded the bases with no outs and struck out the next three batters to escape. 

 

Cons: Until late last season, Stephenson was prone to command issues but also struggled to stay mentally strong when under 

adversity. 

 

What it will take: Stephenson has long been a prospect with promise, and he will have to show he can put the physical and mental 

tools together and be consistent. 

 

Still has a solid shot: 

 

RHP Tyler Mahle  

Pros: Mahle arguably had the best season among pitchers in the entire organization. After a 2.06 ERA in 24 starts combined at 

Double-A and Triple-A, he showed little trouble adjusting to the Majors in a small sample size. Over four starts, he had a 2.70 ERA. 

 

Cons: Mahle walked 11 batters with 14 strikeouts in 20 big league innings, a departure from the command and control he showed in 

the Minors. He lacks the experience of the others. 

 

What it will take: Mahle will be battling in camp for the first time and could be a strong option if he maintains his complete mix of 

the breaking ball and changeup to go with his plus fastball. 



 

RHP Michael Lorenzen  

Pros: A key setup reliever the past two seasons, Lorenzen has significant big league experience. He's also a former starter with a 

mix of pitches besides the fastball. 

 

Cons: Lorenzen struggled mightily in his first go-round as a starter in 2015. He saw his performance dip last year as he went from a 

2.93 ERA in the first half to 6.32 in the second half. 

 

What it will take: Lorenzen will have to not only show success as a starter, he will have to hope the club's needs don't require him to 

return to a setup role in the bullpen. He led the team with 70 appearances last season. 

 

Outside chance: 

 

Lefty Amir Garrett and right-hander Jackson Stephens are currently on the periphery. Price said both might get starts this spring but 

did not commit to a number. 

 

Those who lose out for the Reds' rotation could wind up with a role in the bullpen or working as a starter at Triple-A Louisville and 

waiting for another chance. Left-hander Cody Reed has already been told he would compete for a spot as a reliever. 

 

"The good thing is we're not saying, 'Hey, it's open tryouts and whoever has the best spring makes the rotation because of injury or 

ineffectiveness,'" Price said. "That's a much better place to be." 

 

 

DeSclafani eager to return to action 

Right-hander missed last season with sprained UCL; Reed fighting for bullpen spot; Davis behind schedule 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Feb. 13th, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. -- Reds starting pitcher Anthony DeSclafani spent more time in Arizona last year than any of his teammates, 

but it was for all of the wrong reasons. After missing all of 2017 with a sprained ulnar collateral ligament in his right elbow, 

DeSclafani couldn't wait to get to the player development complex for Spring Training. 

 

Reds camp formally began Tuesday with the reporting of pitchers and catchers. The first workout is scheduled for Wednesday. 

 

"Being here without all these guys, your teammates, kind of [stunk]," DeSclafani said. "There is no question I am excited to be in 

this environment again. I look forward to going through the long dog days of baseball. When you're in it, you don't really realize 

how fortunate you are to be able to be in the big leagues and go through the long season. It's something, when you have time off, 

you enjoy that kind of stuff. I look forward to being around everybody, for sure." 

 

DeSclafani was injured early in camp last year. He was nearing his return from the disabled list when he came down with elbow 

tendinitis Aug. 3 while in his final rehab start for Triple-A Louisville. The 27-year-old made five starts after the season in the 

instructional league, which concluded with a strong seven-inning, 90-pitch start. 

 

DeSclafani's offseason throwing and workout program has been normal, and he is ready to go for camp. 

 

"Everything has been good. My throwing progression went well," DeSclafani said. "I got out here early and feel like I've been able 

to get into a pretty good routine. Hopefully it will help me transition into Spring Training. I kind of got the tired legs out of the way. 

The first week of camp, you have to get used to being outside and all the drills. I've been out here doing that. Hopefully, there is no 

adjustment period. I can work on getting better and focus on games." 

 

DeSclafani has endured injuries in the past two Spring Trainings after he pitched 184 2/3 innings over 31 starts in 2015. He was 

limited to 20 starts because of a left oblique strain suffered near the end of camp in '16. 

 

Camp injuries are not on DeSclafani's mind as he prepares to return to the rotation. 

 

"I prepped as well as I could this year," he said. "I tried to make adjustments like getting out here earlier. Hopefully the little things 

I've done make the difference where I've put my body in a better state to get ready for this workload." 

 

Reed to battle for bullpen: Reds manager Bryan Price handicapped candidates for the rotation's open fifth spot, but left-hander Cody 

Reed's name was not on the list. 

 



"I talked to Cody already. I think Cody is competing more for a spot in the bullpen on Opening Day than he's competing for a spot 

in the rotation," Price said. "But that does not reflect our organizational opinion that he's a relief pitcher now. We still feel like he 

can be a Major League starting pitcher. But in this particular environment, he's competing more as a relief pitcher." 

 

Reed is 1-8 with a 6.75 ERA in 22 career games for the Reds, including 11 starts, over the last two seasons. He spent most of 2017 

starting for Louisville, and often struggled with command. 

 

Tuesday's activity: There was no formal workout for pitchers and catchers, as they underwent their physicals. Several took the field 

to throw or worked out in the gym. 

 

Davis update: Price believed that all but one of the 34 pitchers in camp are healthy and ready to go. Only Rookie Davis, who had 

right hip surgery to repair the labrum and remove a bone spur in October, is considered behind schedule. 

 

Davis began a throwing program last month and has been in Goodyear for several weeks. 

 

"I think it was a good idea to get out here early and training and have the strength guys with him," Price said. 

 

Early arrivals: Position players aren't scheduled to report to camp until Sunday, but several arrived early. Among them were Scooter 

Gennett, Billy Hamilton, Jose Peraza and non-roster invitee Phil Gosselin. 

 

Up next: Following a 9:30 a.m. MT meeting, Reds pitchers and catchers are slated to have their first workout. Among those 

throwing in the bullpen will be Sal Romano, Robert Stephenson, Tyler Mahle and Reed. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Cincinnati Reds: This is how manager Bryan Price sees pitching rotation competition 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 1:37 p.m. ET Feb. 13, 2018 | Updated 2:31 p.m. ET Feb. 13, 2018 

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. — Cincinnati Reds manager Bryan Price has been handicapping the competition for spots in the rotation pretty 

much since before last season ended.  

 

And he’s previously said that included Homer Bailey, Anthony DeSclafani, Brandon Finnegan and Luis Castillo. 

 

But on the day pitchers and catchers reported, Price backed off that just a bit. Finnegan is not an absolute lock – a favorite, sure.  

 

“But – I’ve made this clear – this is not a spring training for anyone, Brandon included, to be thinking they just have to get their arm 

in shape and be ready to be in our starting rotation. This is a competitive group. Lack of competitiveness would not bode well for 

anybody that wants to be in starting rotation.” 

 

Bailey, Finnegan, Anthony DeSclafani, Castillo, Sal Romano, Michael Lorenzen and Tyler Mahle would get ready as starters.  

 

Finnegan, who is coming off injuries to both shoulders, will be held back a bit.  

 

“I think we’re going to be a little more cautious with Brandon,” Price said. “Before we schedule his first outing, we want to see him 

on the side and probably in some live batting practice.” 

 

So it’s looking like a 3-1-4 or 3-1-2-2 competition. 

 

“There are going to be some good challenges,” Price said. “I do think that Bailey, DeSclafani and Castillo are guys – barring any 

unforeseen reasons – who will be in our rotation." 

 

Castillo, the 25-year-old right-hander, got to the big leagues the latest of the group. But he locked up his spot by putting up a 3.12 

ERA over 15 starts. 

 

“There’s a lot like about this kid,” Price said. “That’s why I’m confident in saying, barring any complete and total failures either 

physically or performance-based, I don’t see a situation where he wouldn’t make our rotation." 

 

After the first three, it’s not as clear, but there are still favorites.  

 



“As I’ve mentioned before, the Finnegan, Romano, Stephenson group are all guys in strong consideration,” Price said. “I would 

handicap Finnegan as above those other two. Tyler and Lorenzen will get some opportunities as well. We’ll see where it falls out.” 

 

How the rotation falls out is mostly what this spring is about for the Reds. Because if falls out badly, the season will be doomed.  

 

The good news is news is that Bailey and DeSclafani, nominally the No. 1 and 2 starters, are healthy. 

 

“I think Disco’s thrown five times off the mound,” Price said. “I haven’t spoken to Homer. A couple of weeks ago, he was just 

getting ready to go on the mound. That gave him time to get four to six bullpens in before he got here. He’ll be off the mound at 

least three or four times before games start.” 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
 

Greetings from Goodyear: Day 1 of Reds camp 

By C. Trent Rosecrans 18 hours ago  

 

GOODYEAR, Ariz. — In each of the last two seasons, as pitchers and catchers reported, Anthony DeSclafani was scheduled as the 

team's Opening Day starter. Neither year did he make it out of Goodyear unscathed. 

 

So don't take Bryan Price's comments on Tuesday with a grain of salt, but with an entire salt lick. 

 

The team has dry-erase whiteboards throughout its spring training complex here, including in Price's office, so that's a good sign 

that things can change and change quickly. 

 

As for the beginning of spring 2018, Price said he's heading into camp with a 3-1-2-2 formation for his five-man rotation: 

 

Three, barring injuries, who are more than likely in: DeSclafani, Homer Bailey and Luis Castillo. 

 

One almost assured, barring injury: Brandon Finnegan. 

 

Two front-runners for the fifth spot: Robert Stephenson and Sal Romano. 

 

Two trailers for the fifth spot: Tyler Mahle and Michael Lorenzen. 

 

Amir Garrett and Jackson Stephens could also get starts, Price said. Cody Reed has been told he's going to be in competition for a 

bullpen role this spring, but they aren't closing the door on him starting long-term. 

 

Two of the top three have significant injury concerns because history tells us so. Bailey and DeSclafani have combined for a grand 

total of 44 starts and 237 innings over the last two seasons. Finnegan made four starts last year before injuries derailed his 2017. 

 

In the bottom four, Romano and Stephenson were strong down the stretch. Mahle has less experience and Lorenzen will earn a shot 

at the rotation or return to the bullpen. 

 

“I’ve made this clear — this is not a spring training for anyone, Brandon included, to be thinking they just have to get their arm in 

shape and be ready to be in our starting rotation,” Price said. “This is a competitive group. Lack of competitiveness would not bode 

well for anybody that wants to be in starting rotation.” 

 

• Familiar face: Jared Hughes joked that he's armed and ready with scouting reports for live batting practice once spring gets to that 

point. 

 

Hughes, signed to a two-year deal in December, has spent the entirety of his seven-year career in the big leagues in the National 

League Central, playing with the Pirates from 2011 to 2016 and with the Brewers last year. 

 

Current Reds are just 12 for 65 against Hughes, with Joey Votto and Tucker Barnhart combining for half of that offense with three 

hits each. Votto is 3-for-7 with two doubles, three walks and one strikeout. 

 

“I got him on a hanging slider,” Hughes noted of the strikeout of Votto. 

 

Eugenio Suarez will be the Red happiest to have Hughes on his team. Suarez is 1-for-14 with six strikeouts and two walks against 

Hughes. 

 



Hughes said he is hoping to talk to Billy Hamilton to get a scouting report on how he controls the running game. 

 

“We've got a championship offense,” Hughes noted of the Reds. He's also bullish on the team's young pitchers, having seen much of 

them up close. 

 

• Reporting for duty: There's plenty of romance associated with the phrase “pitchers and catchers report” but the reality is less sexy. 

Players take physicals and report. Some continue to do their workouts or play catch, but very little actual baseball is consummated. 

 

Transactions 
 

02/13/18  

Washington Nationals invited non-roster C Taylor Gushue to spring training. 

San Francisco Giants signed free agent LHP Derek Holland to a minor league contract and invited him to spring training. 

Washington Nationals invited non-roster RHP Jimmy Cordero to spring training. 

Washington Nationals invited non-roster RHP Brady Dragmire to spring training. 

Washington Nationals invited non-roster LHP Bryan Harper to spring training. 

Tampa Bay Rays invited non-roster 2B Micah Johnson to spring training. 

Tampa Bay Rays signed free agent RHP Sergio Romo. 

Tampa Bay Rays sent 2B Micah Johnson outright to Durham Bulls. 

Washington Nationals invited non-roster SS Osvaldo Abreu to spring training. 

Philadelphia Phillies invited non-roster C Nick Rickles to spring training. 

Washington Nationals invited non-roster C Spencer Kieboom to spring training. 

Washington Nationals invited non-roster C Jhonatan Solano to spring training. 

Chicago Cubs signed free agent RHP Yu Darvish. 

  

 


