
1 

 

 

SF Giants Press Clips 

Wednesday, September 6, 2017 
 

 

 

 

 

 

San Francisco Chronicle 

Giants lose again – officially worst team in majors 

Henry Schulman 

 

DENVER — D.J. LeMahieu took a hack and slammed the hardest foul tip that Buster Posey could 

remember absorbing with his bare hand. Posey shot to his feet and ran behind the mound in 

pain before he stopped long enough for a trainer to walk him off the field. 

An X-ray on Posey’s swollen ring finger was negative. He then left the clubhouse with the finger 

wrapped knowing and disbelieving that the Giants’ 9-6 loss to the Rockies at Coors Field 

officially made them the worst team in baseball. 

At 54-87, the Giants are a half-game worse than the Phillies in the “race” for the first pick in 

next year's draft. 

“I don’t really have words for it,” Posey said. “‘Disappointing’ is probably not strong enough. I’ll 

leave it at that.” 

Words hardly matter anymore. With 10 losses in their past 12 games, the Giants have reached 

the “let’s get this over with” stage. The players and the faithful have little to discuss until 

management makes the offseason moves that will be critical to fixing this mess. 
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It’s hard to see Pablo Sandoval as one of those fixes. When he flied out to end the Giants’ 10th 

straight loss at Coors Field dating to last season, he ran his hitless streak to 37 at-bats, matching 

Johnnie LeMaster’s San Francisco record for position players. Pitcher Vida Blue had an 0-for-59. 

Sandoval will not play Wednesday, with Kelby Tomlinson likely starting at third base against 

left-hander Kyle Freeland. That will help lower the average age of the Giants’ lineup for at least 

one day. 

The Giants have fielded some awfully old ones at a time when teams in their predicament 

usually play prospects. 

Ryder Jones, 23, did start at first base, and manager Bruce Bochy said the rookie will play some 

third base in a nod to the nothingness coming off Sandoval’s bat. 

The Giants really do have a stable of hitting prospects they foresee in the major leagues. Some 

should get a chance to win starting jobs in spring training. You just can’t see them now. 

Some of the kids one would expect to see in September, particularly infielder Christian Arroyo 

and starter Tyler Beede, are hurt. But some healthy prospects are missing, too, because 

management does not think they are ready. They include top power prospect Chris Shaw, 

fellow outfielder Steven Duggar and left-handed starter Andrew Suarez. 

Outfielder Austin Slater is here, activated Tuesday after two months on the disabled list. He was 

not in the lineup but should start Wednesday. 

“We don’t think he’s ready to play every day,” said Bochy, citing Slater’s quick recovery from a 

torn adductor muscle and being limited to three rehab games for Sacramento before the Triple-

A season ended. 

Bochy and assistant general manager Jeremy Shelley reiterated the Giants’ commitment to 

prospects. 
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“Guys like Shaw and Duggar, they’re on our radar,” Bochy said. “The fact they’re not here 

doesn’t mean they’re not in our plans.” 

Shaw is headed to the September instructional league and the Arizona Fall League to work on 

his defense in left field. Duggar missed half the season with injuries. The Giants believe he 

needs a lot more at-bats before they consider him big-league ready. 

“Both of those guys factor into our plans down the line,” Shelley said. 

The current Giants attempted a comeback after they fell behind 6-1, with five runs charged to 

Ty Blach on the anniversary of his first big-league game, also at Coors. Posey and Denard Span 

each hit two-run doubles. Joe Panik’s fourth hit, an RBI single, cut the Giants’ deficit to 7-6 

before Mark Melancon allowed two runs in the eighth. 

Bochy lamented the first three innings. Seven of the first 13 Giants reached base against Tyler 

Chatwood. None scored. Double plays (Brandon Crawford, Sandoval) killed the first two rallies. 

Strikeouts (Posey, Hunter Pence) doomed the third. 

 

 

San Francisco Chronicle 

Giants’ Jeff Samardzija wins NL Player of the Week award 

Henry Schulman 

 

DENVER — Jeff Samardzija picked a good week to pitch two great games for the Giants. 

Miami’s Giancarlo Stanton hit only two home runs, so the National League Player of the Week 

race was wide open, and Samardzija won it. 

“He’s going to win MVP. Let some of the other guys get some things here and there along the 

way,” Samardzija said. 

Samardzija is the only Giant this season to win the award, which the commissioner’s office 

selects. Cleveland infielder Jose Ramirez won in the American League. Each gets a watch. 

The Giants had lost nine of 11 games when the awards were announced Tuesday. Samardzija 

started the two wins, pitching a three-hit shutout at San Diego on Aug. 28, then holding the 
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Cardinals to one run over seven innings in the game that Nick Hundley won in the 10th with a 

home run. 

Samardzija said the award “signifies a nice little stretch, for sure. I think I’ve been throwing the 

ball about how I want to here the last handful of starts. It’s pretty cool. It’s good to be doing it 

late in the year, too. If there’s any one positive in all of this, it would probably be that, the 

timing of it, coming in September.” 

Roster moves: Besides activating outfielder Austin Slater from the disabled list, the Giants 

promoted two right-handed pitchers from Sacramento who made their big-league debuts 

Tuesday night. 

Reyes Moronta, 24, was charged with an unlucky run in the seventh inning, because of bad 

defense and a broken-bat hit, after he started his big-league career by striking out National 

League batting leader Charlie Blackmon on a 97.5-mph fastball. 

Moronta had a 2.12 ERA in 13 games for Sacramento after his promotion from Double-A. He 

had a one-day call-up in May but did not pitch. 

Roberto Gomez is a 28-year-old minor-league journeyman originally with the Rays. He was a 

starter toward the end of the Triple-A season and can help replace Matt Cain as a long man. 

Cain is home this week tending to a personal issue. 

The Giants designated for assignment outfielder Carlos Moncrief, who made his big-league 

debut after 10 minor-league seasons and hit .211 in 38 at-bats. The Giants needed a 40-man 

spot for Gomez. They could have moved Michael Morse or pitcher Chase Johnson to the 60-

day disabled list but decided to cut the cord with Moncrief now because he was not in their 

plans for 2018. 
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San Francisco Chronicle 

Matt Cain’s last hurrah? Right-handed reflects on his Giants’ legacy and future 

John Shea 

 

The questions about Matt Cain are being asked throughout Giantsville. 

Will he pitch in 2018? If so, will he try to come back with the Giants? As a reliever? Is he 

considering retiring after this season, his 13th in the big leagues? 

Does he even want to put on another uniform? 

“I think being able to be a career guy (with one team) is something that’s dear to my heart,” 

Cain said last week during a reflective interview at his AT&T Park locker. “What happens next 

year, I don’t know yet. We’ll cross that bridge later. 

“I mean, it’s something I might be stubborn about more than some other guys, being with one 

team. I value the loyalty they showed to me, and I feel the same way back.” 

Cain is one of only four Giants to have spent at least 10 years in the major leagues and played 

their entire careers with San Francisco. Jim Davenport, Robby Thompson and Scott Garrelts are 

the others. 

The five men honored with statues around China Basin didn’t spend their entire careers with 

the Giants. Nor did the home run king. Nor the home run king’s dad. Nor did either of the 

sweet-swinging Clarks. 

The team is in its 60th season in San Francisco, and it’s just Cain and three others. 

“With the way things are now,” Cain said, “being able to look at that list and the guys on there, 

it’s a huge compliment just to be able to stay around with a team that long and be mentioned 

in the same breath as those guys.” 

Cain’s $127.5 million contract expires after the season, and the Giants will buy out his $21 

million 2018 option for $7.5 million. 
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If this indeed is the end for Cain, who turns 33 on Oct. 1, he’ll be remembered as the first elite 

starter in the team’s championship run — preceding Tim Lincecum and Madison Bumgarner — 

and the only Giant in history to pitch a perfect game. He’ll also be remembered for his injuries 

and struggles in recent seasons. 

All his years pitching, including eight straight averaging 32 starts and 209 innings — he threw 

26,877 of his 33,604 regular-season pitches from 2006 to 2013, plus 798 in the 2010 and 2012 

postseasons — took a toll on his arm. 

Up until 2013, Cain did not miss a big-league start because of an injury, though he had a stress 

fracture in his elbow in his second pro season. Then he had eight stints on the disabled list in 

four years and underwent elbow surgery to remove bone spurs in August 2014. Arm ailments 

twice shelved him in 2015. 

“Matt should be proud of his career to this point,” manager Bruce Bochy said. “We don’t know 

what’s going to happen. Matt doesn’t. I don’t. From a manager’s standpoint, you appreciate a 

player like Matt Cain. He’s helped so much on the field and, of course, being a leader in the 

clubhouse.” 

With 11 home games remaining, Bochy said he’s open to giving Cain one more start to allow 

fans to cheer him perhaps a final time. Bochy gave similar tribute starts to Barry Zito and Tim 

Hudson, who won their first World Series rings as Giants, toward the end of their final seasons 

in San Francisco. 

Aside from Cain, the only players on the roster who were around for all three World Series titles 

are Buster Posey, Pablo Sandoval and, the only other pitcher in the group, Bumgarner. 

“He’s as good as anybody can be about being a professional,” Bumgarner said. “I’m not really 

big on labeling people, but he’s as much a professional as I’ve ever been around. No matter 

what happened to him, no matter what other people may think or say, or not think or say, he’s 

always been like that.” 
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Posey, who caught Cain’s perfect game, all of his postseason pitches and his start in the 2012 

All-Star Game, remembers the first time they hooked up in the spring of 2009. It was Posey’s 

first big-league camp, and Cain was heading into his fifth season. 

“We’re only 2½ years apart, but I remember thinking he was like seven, eight years older than 

me just because he had been around the big leagues four or five years already,” Posey said. “I 

remember the way he carried himself, too. That stood out. He was really mature.” 

Well, maybe not always. 

Cain smiles when hearing stories of his early years from pitching coach Dave Righetti and others 

who were in the organization when the then-17-year-old was selected 25th overall in the 2002 

draft out of Houston High School in Germantown, Tenn. 

Cain admits now that maturity wasn’t necessarily his specialty in his early years. 

For instance: 

“It was funny,” said Righetti, the Giants’ pitching coach since 2000. “He was in camp, but the 

idea was just to get his feet wet and then go back to the minors. Cainer really innocently came 

up to me one day and said, ‘Can you let me know when I’m going to pitch so I can tell my 

parents when to fly in to watch me?’” 

It’s not exactly a request made at the profession’s highest level. 

“He wasn’t being cocky. It was all innocent,” Righetti said. “I talked to him about it. I said, ‘I’ll let 

you know. They’ll get a lot of chances to watch you, by the way.’ I didn’t let anyone know about 

it, any of the veteran guys. They would’ve crushed him.” 

Cain’s legacy with the Giants can be measured with pitchers dating to the New York days. He 

ranks in the franchise’s top 10 in starts (sixth with 330) and strikeouts (fifth with 1,690) as well 

as strikeouts per nine innings and strikeout-to-walk ratio. 
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Everybody with more starts is in the Hall of Fame: Christy Mathewson, Juan Marichal, Carl 

Hubbell, Mickey Welch and Amos Rusie. 

The only pitchers with more strikeouts are Mathewson, Marichal, Rusie and Lincecum, who 

leads Cain by 14. 

 

Marichal is the lone San Francisco pitcher in the top 10 for wins. Cain is 22nd with 104, partly 

because, well, he got “Cained.” He got little support so often early in his career — for example, 

16 losses in 2007 despite the league’s 10th-best ERA — that his name became a verb. 

“We had a lot of quiet conversations about it,” Righetti said. “You could very easily go into our 

ballpark and have tough times getting runs scored for you. It’s the way it is. People got mad he 

wasn’t getting his wins. It snowballed for him, and I thought he handled it great.” 

When this season opened, Cain was the Giants’ hottest starter, posting a 2.30 ERA in five April 

starts. He worked in spring training on spinning a slower curve so it would differentiate more 

from his other pitches — it averages 74.9 mph, far below his norm — and relied more on his 

two-seam fastball, which he threw successfully. 

Cain’s ERA in May, however, was 6.40. And 7.77 in June. He was removed from the rotation in 

early July when Bumgarner was reinstated, then returned when Johnny Cueto was shelved, 

then got replaced by Chris Stratton. 

Three of Cain’s past five outings were in relief. He earned his first career hold in a 2-0 win over 

the Brewers but coughed up eight runs in an 11-0 loss in Arizona, then started for Bumgarner 

(who was ill) and yielded two runs in five innings in a loss to St. Louis. 

“In a perfect world and with all the stars aligned,” Righetti said, “he would’ve started less and I 

would’ve spaced out his starts to maximize his stuff.” 

Asked about Cain pitching beyond this season, Righetti said, “It’s up to him. He could be a spot 

starter or help out someone in the ’pen. He may not want to do that.” 
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Cain, who’s not with the team this week because of a family matter, hasn’t publicly complained 

about his injuries or, when younger, his lack of support, which elevated his stature with 

teammates. He won the 2009 Willie Mac Award as the most inspirational player and did some 

of his best pitching in the playoffs. 

His 0.00 ERA in the 2010 postseason covered 211/3 innings, and he started the close-out games 

in all three rounds in 2012: Game 5 in the Division Series (Reds), Game 7 in the NLCS (Cardinals) 

and Game 4 in the World Series (Tigers). 

The 2012 season, which included his perfect game against Houston (thank you, Gregor Blanco), 

was his best: 16-5 record, 2.79 ERA, 1.040 WHIP. He has not had another winning season and 

missed the 2014 playoffs following elbow surgery. 

Posey said his best Cain memory was the perfect game June 13, 2012 — “obviously a unique 

and special accomplishment, and it’s probably the clip of him I see the most” — and Bumgarner 

points to the postseason success. 

“It seemed every time he pitched, it was an elimination game,” Bumgarner said. 

Cain’s favorite memory? 

“I’d say it would be 2010,” he said, “just the run we made, scraping in to get in the playoffs. 

Getting the chance to do it and being such an underdog that whole season, it was extremely 

memorable to a lot of guys, a lot of fun.” 
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San Jose Mercury News 

Buster Posey, after Giants sink to worst record in major leagues: ‘Disappointing is probably not 

strong enough’ 

Andrew Baggarly 

 

DENVER – Buster Posey hopped out of his crouch in pain after a foul tip rapped him on the right 

knuckle Tuesday night. He walked off the field in the eighth inning and into the back room with 

the big and scary medical equipment. 

“X-rays negative,” Giants manager Bruce Bochy said. “So that’s good news.” 

In this ash heap of a season, you trumpet any good news you get. Try finding something else to 

amplify on a night when the Giants lost 9-6 to the Rockies, remained winless in nine games at 

Coors Field this year, found themselves back on pace to lose 100 games for just the second time 

in franchise history, and with a .383 winning percentage, officially dipped below the Phillies for 

the worst record in the major leagues. 

The final out was futility squared. Pablo Sandoval popped up to left field and matched Johnnie 

LeMaster’s franchise record of 37 consecutive hitless at-bats. 

Sandoval would not speak with reporters. Posey did, albeit with a selectively limited vocabulary 

when asked about playing September baseball for baseball’s ultimate bottom feeder. 

“It’s hard to put into words, and `disappointing’ is probably not strong enough,” Posey said. 

“But I’ll leave it at that.” 

The Giants clinched another road series loss – their series record away from AT&T Park is an 

unconscionable 3-17-3 – but even for a team out of the pennant race, showing a little hustle 

never hurts. 

Ty Blach shows it at the conclusion of every inning he pitches. He bounds off the mound and 

runs at a fast clip back to the dugout. It’s a habit he picked up at Creighton University, and he 

has the good sense to know that wholesome traits are worth keeping. 

Not even Blach, a Denver-area native, had the lung capacity and legs to get them to a 
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handshake line. 

Blach pitched well enough, as he has most of this season, and the Giants trailed 2-1 entering 

the sixth inning. But Bochy might have asked too much of his level headed rookie. 

The Rockies blitzed Blach for three consecutive hits to start the sixth, and then Derek Law 

allowed two more while throwing a pair of wild pitches as an inherited runner scored. 

By the time the inning ended, the Rockies had scored four runs while sending three doubles to 

gaps that appear even larger given the Giants’ limited outfield range here – one of the biggest 

reasons they have been non-competitive in most of their road games against a division rival. 

Blach was pitching on the one-year anniversary of his big league debut, which also came in this 

ballpark, in a September where he leapt from innings filler to a clutch performer on a team that 

needed to win its final four games to sneak into the NL Wild Card playoff. 

Blach acquitted himself so well down the stretch that he won himself a spot on the postseason 

roster and a firm place in the team’s plans for the following year. Now at the end of it, the 

overall numbers (8-12, 4.81 ERA in 24 starts) tend to obscure his contribution and positive 

presence. 

“He’s been able to make adjustments, and he understands he’ll have to constantly do that 

throughout his career,” Posey said. “He prepares as well as anybody. I always appreciate when 

pitchers do their homework.” 

Said Blach: “I look at every day here as a blessing.” 

A better bullpen and more offensive support would enhance Blach’s value and help him 

become a steady rotation piece like the Giants had with Kirk Rueter for so many years. But can 

the Giants count on those things in 2018? And if not, would Blach serve them better as a left-

handed relief presence next season? 

This much is clear: Blach goes against the grain of power pitchers that litter rosters up and 

down the big leagues. 

How many hard throwers are there these days? Consider this: the Giants had two pitchers, 

Reyes Moronta and Roberto Gomez, make their major league debuts in the seventh inning. 

Moronta threw 98 mph. Gomez threw 96. 

“Those two guys, for making a debut, showed great poise,” Bochy said. 

The Giants lineup, on the other hand, did not signify a youth movement. On the day that they 
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made their final additions from the minor leagues, including outfielder Austin Slater, they 

started a literal graybeard (Denard Span) in center field and a third baseman (Sandoval) whose 

hitless streak was the longest by a Giant in a generation. 

By the time the night was over, Sandoval grounded into a double play, grounded out to third 

base, struck out, drew a walk and flied out to left. He matched the Giants franchise record for a 

hitless streak set by LeMaster (0 for 37) in 1984. 

Bochy said that Sandoval would be off on Wednesday. Even though he is making the major 

league minimum, and his presence initially brought a jolt of energy to a lifeless team, you have 

to wonder if the team will continue to invest at-bats in the rehabilitation of their 2012 World 

Series MVP. 

Some handy information for you, in case the Sandoval experiment continues: Former Giant 

Eugenio Velez holds the major league record with 46 consecutive hitless at-bats (nine with the 

Giants in 2009, and then 37 with the Dodgers the following season). 

The Rockies were in full Johnny Wholestaff mode Tuesday, with Tyler Chatwood lasting three 

innings in a spot start and eight relievers seeing action after he departed. 

Yet the Giants once again got off to a tardy start with the bats. They killed rallies with double-

play grounders, left the bases loaded in the third and trailed 6-1 in the seventh when Buster 

Posey hit a two-run double. Span, who reached base four times, hit his own two-run double in 

the eighth. He scored on Joe Panik’s fourth hit of the night, a single up the middle, to cut the 

deficit to one run. 

And you were reminded of the old baseball saw: no lead is safe at Coors Field – even, in theory, 

against a team that hasn’t won here all season. 

But Posey chased a pitch a foot outside to end the eighth. And Mark Melancon, pitching for a 

second consecutive day even as arm surgery looms, gave up two runs in the bottom of the 

inning. 

Posey did not make it to the end of the eighth. He jumped in pain after his right hand was 

struck by a foul tip, and then walked off the field with trainer Anthony Reyes. Posey also has 

been dealing with a bone bruise in his left wrist. 

The foul tip struck him on the ring finger and swelled up immediately, but Posey said it had 

subsided after treatment. He is day to day. 

“Probably the hardest foul tip to the hand I’ve had,” Posey said. “I’ve been pretty lucky.” 
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San Jose Mercury News 

Giants Notes 

Andrew Baggarly 

 

DENVER – The Giants filled out their September roster on Tuesday with three final call-ups, 

including rookie outfielder Austin Slater. 

The call-ups did not include two names that some fans had clamored to see this season: 

slugging first baseman/outfielder Chris Shaw and flashy center fielder Steven Duggar. 

Why not? 

ADVERTISING 

For starters, neither player is on the 40-man roster, nor would they have to be added in the 

offseason to shield them from being taken in the Rule 5 draft. Adding them now would take a 

spot from another prospect that otherwise could be poached away. 

The Giants didn’t hesitate to promote Christian Arroyo and Slater earlier in the season because 

they would have to be added to the 40-man roster after the season, anyway. 

The main reason, though, is that the Giants have other plans for Shaw and Duggar. Shaw will 

take a couple weeks to rest before reporting to instructional league in Arizona toward the end 

of September. He will continue to work on his defensive transition from first base to left field 

before beginning play in the Arizona Fall League. Duggar also will go to instructs before joining 

Shaw in the AFL. 

 “Both these guys will factor in our plans down the line, but we want them to have the 

opportunity to improve their skills,” Giants assistant GM Jeremy Shelley said. “We think right 

now that instructs and the Fall League is the best thing for them. 

“Fans certainly want to see something new, but we’re looking at developing these players so 

they can make an impact down the line. The decision is about the player first.” 

— 

One other note on roster strategy: If the Giants were to use a player like Shaw as a trade chip 

this winter, he would be more attractive to other clubs if he didn’t require a 40-man roster 

spot. Teams value talent first, but roster flexibility can become a pretty big factor, too. 

— 

Tuesday’s lineup didn’t resemble much of a youth movement, as most of the veteran regulars 
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were playing at Coors Field. 

Giants manager Bruce Bochy said he didn’t want to shove Slater into the lineup right away, and 

acknowledged that the rookie would be on an every-other-day plan through September. 

Slater showed promise and hit .290 in 29 major league games before tearing a groin muscle in 

the first week of July. He made it back in time for just three minor league rehab games over the 

weekend with Triple-A Sacramento before the River Cats’ season ended Monday. 

“Ideally you’d have him down there 10 days to two weeks,” Bochy said. “My hope is he can get 

his timing back. I want him to feel good about himself as he goes into winter ball.” 

Slater will play for La Romana in the Dominican. Arroyo will play for Escogido after the club 

came to an agreement to secure his rights from Santurce in the Puerto Rican League. First 

baseman Ryder Jones also will go to the Dominican; he’s nearing agreement with Estrellas to 

play the first half of the winter league season. 

— 

As Pablo Sandoval drags an 0-for-33 into Tuesday’s game, Bochy said that Jones would ramp up 

his pregame work at third base as the Giants weigh playing time at the position. 

Jones had moved to first base in the wake of Brandon Belt’s concussion, which is looking like a 

season-ending issue. 

Sandoval’s hitless streak is the longest by a Giant since Johnnie LeMaster went 0 for 37 in 1984. 

— 

With Matt Cain tending to a family matter and Mark Melancon potentially headed for surgery 

at any time, the Giants called up a pair of pitchers to give them some extra insurance down he 

stretch. 

They recalled right-hander Reyes Moronta and also purchased the contract of right-hander 

Roberto Gomez. 

Moronta, who is wearing Sergio Romo’s No.54, was called up earlier in the season for a day but 

is still awaiting his big league debut. He’s a hard thrower who posted a 2.92 ERA in 34 games for 

Double-A Richmond and then a 2.12 ERA in 13 games for Sacramento. The 24-year-old has 310 

strikeouts in 245 2/3 innings over seven minor league seasons. 

Gomez, 28, was 3-9 with a 4.07 ERA in 38 games (13 starts) for Sacramento. The Giants signed 
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him as a six-year minor league free agent over the winter after he advanced as high as Double-A 

in the Tampa Bay Rays system. This is his first big league promotion. 

To create a 40-man roster vacancy for Gomez, the Giants designated outfielder Carlos Moncrief 

for assignment. 

Although the Giants could have transferred Michael Morse to the 60-day DL, Shelley said the 

club didn’t see Moncrief in their plans. His arm strength in right field won’t be easily forgotten, 

though. 

Moncrief was drafted as a pitcher by the Cleveland Indians and made a mound appearance with 

Sacramento this season, hitting 97 mph. Bochy said Moncrief would have taken the mound on 

Sunday if Matt Moore hadn’t gotten through two mop-up innings. 

That’s how close we came to seeing the Giants put a position player on the mound for the first 

time since Doug Litton in 1992. No other big league team has gone longer without a position 

player on the mound. 

We are all the poorer for this. 

— 

Jeff Samardzija became the first Giants player this season to be named the NL Player of the 

Week when he received the honor for Aug. 28-Sept. 3. 

Samardzija won a pair of starts, including a three-hit shutout at San Diego. 

It was the first Player of the Week award of Samardzija’s career. He said it meant more because 

it came in the latter stages of the season, and he takes pride in his durability. Mostly, though, 

he was awed by the fact that he beat out Giancarlo Stanton. 

“He’s going to win the MVP,” Samardzija said. “He’s got it above his locker. There’s no bigger 

piece to a team than that. To hit as many home runs in a park that big is pretty impressive.” 

— 

Buster Posey was named the Giants’ nominee for the Roberto Clemente Award, which honors a 

player for his community philanthropy. Posey and his wife, Kristen, are active in several 

charities that raise awareness and money to fight pediatric cancer. 
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MLB.com 

Moronta, Gomez called up, make MLB debuts 

Chris Haft 

 

DENVER -- As expected, outfielder Austin Slater and right-hander Reyes Morontawere among 

the Giants' callups prior to Tuesday's 9-6 loss to the Rockies, in addition to right-hander 

Roberto Gomez. 

Moronta and Gomez both made their his Major League debuts on Tuesday. 

Full Game Coverage 

Moronta, the club's No. 27 prospect per MLBPipeline.com, began the seventh, allowing one run 

on two hits in two-thirds of an inning and striking out one. 

"He had some horrible luck, didn't he?" Bochy said of a bloop single by Nolan Arenado that put 

Moronta in a jam. 

Gomez retired Trevor Story on a line drive to right field to end the seventh. 

"Both of them had great stuff," Bochy said. 

Asked if his appearance was a fun experience, Gomez said through an interpreter, "It wasn't as 

much fun as you might think. I went out there and took it seriously." 

Bochy indicated that Gomez (3-9, 4.07 ERA in 38 games at Triple-A Sacramento, including 13 

starts) will be used in long relief. Moronta (3-1, 2.92 ERA with five saves in 34 games at 

Sacramento, Double-A Richmond and in the Arizona Rookie League) will appear in shorter 

stints. 

"We need to take a load off guys," Bochy said. "The last thing we wanted to do was run short 

[of pitching] in September." 

Bochy said that Slater, the club's No. 6 prospect, who recovered rapidly from a right groin strain 

that he sustained on July 7, will probably play every other day, as a precaution. He hit .290 in 29 

games with the Giants before his injury. 

To accommodate the additions to the 40-man roster, the Giants designated outfielder Carlos 

Moncrief for assignment. 
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Despite ranking among the Giants' leading prospects, outfielders Chris Shaw and Steven Duggar 

were not included in the final round of roster reinforcements. That's largely because the Giants 

have more ambitious plans for each of them -- more than receiving a handful of pinch-hit 

appearances and an occasional start in September. 

Shaw and Duggar are the club's Nos. 2 and 7 prospects, respectively. Further reflecting their 

value, the pair will participate not only in the Arizona Fall League, but also at the Giants' 

instructional league camp. Both missed significant playing time with injuries this season. 

In Shaw's case, working overtime will help him continue his transition to left field from first 

base. The Giants are less worried about Shaw's hitting, which included 24 home runs between 

time at Sacramento and Richmond. 

"Those guys are on the radar," Bochy said. 

 

 

 

MLB.com 

Blach struggles, Giants can’t come back late 

Chris Haft and Max Gelman 

 

DENVER -- The Rockies' offense may be waking from its deep slumber. After scoring five or 

more runs just six times in their previous 26 games, the Rockies pounded out 13 hits to defeat 

the Giants, 9-6, at Coors Field on Tuesday night. 

A four-run sixth inning swayed the game in the Rockies' favor, after Trevor Story hit a solo 

homer in the fourth. Giants starter Ty Blach was strong through five, but gave up three straight 

hits to start the sixth and was charged with five runs in 5 1/3 innings. The Rockies got RBI 

doubles from Nolan Arenado, Mark Reynolds and Ian Desmond in the sixth. 

Full Game Coverage 

The Rockies extended their lead over the Brewers to 2 1/2 games in the race for the second 

National League Wild Card spot. 

"I think we're all just relieved to get a couple wins," said Rockies second baseman DJ LeMahieu, 

who led off the sixth with a single. "But we're playing better. We've played a lot better the last 
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two days. … Hitting is contagious." 

Rockies starter Tyler Chatwood tossed three scoreless innings, throwing 33 balls to just 28 

strikes, but the team had planned a "bullpen game." In total, the Rockies used nine pitchers in a 

nine-inning game for the fourth time in franchise history. Greg Holland worked a perfect ninth 

for the save. 

• Rox play matchups, use 9 pitchers in 'bullpen game' 

"[Chatwood], good stuff. His fastball was live, not great command, but two big double plays," 

Rockies manager Bud Black said. "He turned it loose for 60 pitches, and that was the 

expectation." The Giants fell to 54-87, which is now the worst record in the Majors. Their .383 

winning percentage is .001 behind the Phillies. 

"It's disappointing," said Giants catcher Buster Posey, who had a two-run double, but left with 

a right ring finger contusion in the eighth and is day to day. "It's hard to put it into words. 

'Disappointment' is probably not strong enough. I'll leave it at that." 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Putting out the fire: The Giants scored two runs in the seventh and three in the eighth, 

trimming the Rockies' lead to 7-6. Denard Span and Joe Panik continued their hot series, each 

recording RBIs in the eighth. But with Panik on first, Posey couldn't drive in the tying run 

against Adam Ottavino, who had just entered. Posey waved at an Ottavino breaking ball way 

outside the strike zone to end the inning. Nolan gettin' rollin'? Arenado has been one of the 

most productive hitters in the Majors, entering Tuesday hitting .390 with runners in scoring 

position. But he'd been in a recent slump since late August. In the sixth, Arenado hit his 40th 

double of the season, scoring LeMahieu from first. And though it wasn't a hit with RISP, it 

marked just his second game since Aug. 24 with an RBI. Arenado has his second 40-double 

season in three years. 

"That's the inning that we should look at as a Rockies inning," Black said. "That's happened a 

lot, numerous times during the course of the season, and it hasn't happened much lately. … 

That's good to see. I think once we got second time through the lineup, and saw [Blach's] stuff, 

we had better swings." 

WHAT'S NEXT 

Giants: Right-hander Johnny Cueto will get the call in Wednesday's 5:40 p.m. PT finale against 

the Rockies. This is Cueto's second outing since his 45-game stint on the disabled list with 

blister and forearm issues. He has thrived in 14 career starts against the Rockies, posting an 8-3 
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record with a 2.71 ERA. 

Rockies: Rookie left-hander Kyle Freeland starts Wednesday's finale at 6:40 p.m. MT. Freeland 

lasted just four innings in his last start Sept. 1 vs. the D-backs, needing 74 pitches to navigate 

the start, in which he allowed three runs. Against the Giants this year, Freeland is 2-1 with a 

2.37 ERA (19 innings). 

 

 

 

MLB.com 

Posey day to day with finger contusion 

Chris Haft 

 

DENVER -- Giants catcher Buster Posey left Tuesday night's 9-6 loss to the Rockies in the 

bottom of the eighth inning when a foul tip bruised the ring finger on his right hand. 

X-rays, which Posey underwent immediately after he left the game, revealed no fracture. He is 

day to day. 

Full Game Coverage 

About a half-hour following the game's conclusion, Posey noted that the swelling in his hand 

had somewhat subsided. Nevertheless, he called it "probably the hardest foul tip to the hand I 

think I've had, I would say. I've been pretty lucky." 

Posey's latest injury occurred when Colorado's DJ LeMahieu hit a foul tip that struck his bare 

hand. Posey leaped from his crouch, shaking his hand in obvious pain as he ran toward the 

pitcher's mound. 

The five-time All-Star missed three games last week with a bone bruise and inflammation 

around his left thumb, which he sustained in an Aug. 23 game against Milwaukee. He's batting 

.318/.404/.466 with 12 home runs and 59 RBIs. 

Tim Federowicz, who joined the team this week from Triple-A Sacramento, replaced 

Posey. Nick Hundley, San Francisco's primary backup catcher, flied out to deep center field as a 

pinch-hitter in the ninth. 
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MLB.com 

Shark snags NL Player of Week honors 

Oliver Macklin 

 

After propelling the Giants to a pair of wins while pitching his best ball of the season over the 

past seven days, veteran right-hander Jeff Samardzija earned National League Player of the 

Week honors for Aug. 28-Sept. 3. 

It is the first ever Player of the Week Award for Samardzija. The San Francisco hurler is the only 

Giants player to win the award this season and the first since rightyJohnny Cueto, who won in 

the final week of May 2016. 

Full Game Coverage 

Samardzija started the week by shutting out the Padres for his first complete game of the year, 

allowing just three hits and fanning five without walking a batter on Aug. 28. He followed that 

performance with seven innings of one-run ball while racking up nine strikeouts to help his club 

prevail over the Cardinals despite settling for a no-decision on Saturday. 

Samardzija held opponents to a .098 batting average throughout the week while throwing 70 

percent of his pitches for strikes. He allowed just five hits and two walks across 16 innings 

While the beginning of the 2017 season did not go quite as well as Samardzija (9-12) may have 

hoped, the 32-year-old has done a nice job of turning his year around, going 5-1 with a 2.60 ERA 

in his past eight starts. He entered May with a 6.32 ERA, but he has improved as the year has 

progressed, lowering that number to 4.31. 

 

 

 

MLB.com 

Cueto gets nod against Rockies in finale 

Chris Haft 

 

DENVER -- Coors Field can be tough to pitchers. However, starters such as Giants right-hander 

Johnny Cueto and Rockies left-hander Kyle Freeland -- who face off in Wednesday night's series 

finale -- share a trait that can help them cope with the high-altitude, hitter-friendly park. 

According to Statcast, Cueto and Freeland have neutralized opposing hitters by throwing 
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offspeed pitches in challenging situations. Among pitchers who have ended at least 175 at-bats 

with an offspeed pitch, Cueto and Freeland rank Nos. 1 and 2 in those situations by limiting 

opponents to slugging percentages of .505 and .479, respectively. 

Full Game Coverage 

Cueto owns an 8-3 record with a 2.71 ERA in 14 career starts against the Rockies, while 

Freeland has excelled against the Giants (2-1, 2.37 ERA in three career starts). 

Three things to know about this game 

• Rockies shortstop Trevor Story has hit two of his biggest home runs against the Giants. One 

was his first pinch-hit homer on June 16; another was his first career grand slam on April 21, 

which came against Cueto. 

• Rockies second baseman DJ LeMahieu extended his hitting streak to 13 games Tuesday. 

• Before the Rockies extended their home winning streak against the Giants on Monday to 

eight games, the last team to build such a streak at least that long against San Francisco was the 

Braves (April 13, 1994-April 3, 1996). 

 

 

 

MLB.com 

Posey nominated for Clemente Award 

Mark Newman 

 

It was 45 years ago this month when Roberto Clemente doubled to the wall for his 3,000th and 

final career hit -- three months before the plane crash that took his life as he tried to deliver 

relief supplies to earthquake victims in Nicaragua. 

"I want to be remembered as a ballplayer who gave all he had to give," Clemente once said. 

Today the legend of Puerto Rico's favorite son is stronger than ever, and the annual Roberto 

Clemente Award has become "baseball's most prestigious award," according to Commissioner 

Rob Manfred. 
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On Tuesday, Major League Baseball revealed the 30 club nominees for the 2017 honor, which 

goes to a player from each club who best represents the game of baseball through 

extraordinary character, community involvement, philanthropy and positive contributions, both 

on and off the field. 

American League nominees are Chris Davis of Baltimore, Rick Porcello of Boston, Jose Abreu of 

the Chicago White Sox, Carlos Carrasco of Cleveland, Miguel Cabrera of Detroit, Jose Altuve of 

Houston, Drew Butera of Kansas City, Cameron Maybin of the Los Angeles Angels (since 

acquired by Houston), Joe Mauer of Minnesota, Brett Gardner of the New York Yankees, Liam 

Hendriks of Oakland, Robinson Cano of Seattle, Evan Longoria of Tampa Bay, Cole Hamels of 

Texas, and Marcus Stroman of Toronto. 

National League nominees are Paul Goldschmidt of Arizona, Jason Motte of Atlanta, Anthony 

Rizzo of the Chicago Cubs, Scooter Gennett of Cincinnati, Ian Desmond of Colorado, Justin 

Turner of the Los Angeles Dodgers, Dee Gordon of Miami, Matt Garza of Milwaukee, T.J. 

Rivera of the New York Mets, Cameron Ruppof Philadelphia, Josh Harrison of Pittsburgh, Adam 

Wainwright of St. Louis, Hunter Renfroe of San Diego, Buster Posey of San Francisco and Ryan 

Zimmerman of Washington. 

The list of nominees features Major Leaguers whose work in the community focuses on 

important issues ranging from awareness and fundraising of childhood cancer and other 

illnesses, education, outreach to underserved children and communities in the U.S. and abroad, 

care for veterans and more. 

"This award represents everything Roberto stood for as a 'good Samaritan,'" said MLB goodwill 

ambassador Vera Clemente, Roberto's wife. "Through the Roberto Clemente Award, today's 

players are recognized for these same qualities." 

Each club nominates one current player to be considered for the Roberto Clemente Award in 

tribute to Clemente's achievements and character. Wednesday marks the 16th annual Roberto 

Clemente Day, which was established by MLB to honor Clemente's legacy and to officially 

acknowledge local club nominees of the award in his honor. 

Clubs playing at home on Wednesday will recognize their local nominees as part of Roberto 

Clemente Day ceremonies. Visiting clubs will honor their nominees on a subsequent 

homestand. As part of the league-wide celebration, the Roberto Clemente Day logo will appear 
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on the bases and official dugout lineup cards and a special tribute video will be played in 

ballparks. 

There are seven 2017 All-Stars among the nominees: Goldschmidt, Altuve, Turner, Harrison, 

Posey, Cano and Zimmerman. 

The Roberto Clemente Award winner will be selected among the group of nominees via a blue-

ribbon panel that includes individuals connected to the game, including Manfred, 

representatives from MLB-affiliated networks (MLB Network, FOX Sports, ESPN and TBS) and 

MLB Advanced Media, as well as Vera Clemente. 

Fans will be able to vote from Oct. 2-6 for the overall Roberto Clemente Award winner. The 

voting page will feature bios of each of the nominees and will allow fans to easily vote by 

clicking on the respective nominee's name. The winner of the fan balloting will count as one 

vote among those cast by the blue-ribbon panel. Additional information about fan voting will be 

shared via MLB.com and MLB social media channels. 

Maybin remains the Angels' nominee despite changing teams via waivers on Aug. 31. The 

Angels notified MLB after the transaction that they wanted him to retain the honor. In fact, 

Maybin will be returning as an Astro to Anaheim in mid-September, when the Angels were 

already planning to honor him. 

Last year's recipient was Dodgers outfielder Curtis Granderson. He was like other recipients 

who say at each presentation that it is the most important honor of their careers, on or off the 

field. 

"This is all part of just trying to do the legacy, like Ms. Clemente said, trying to do better each 

day, making it better for the next group to come up behind you," Granderson said. 

Willie Mays won the first of these honors in 1971 when it was known as the Commissioner's 

Award, to recognize players for their philanthropic work, and he is among 16 Hall of Famers 

who have been recipients of the honor. After 1972, the award was dedicated in Clemente's 

name. 
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CSNbayarea.com 

Posey on 30
th

-place Giants: ‘Disappointing is probably not strong enough’ 

Alex Pavlovic 

 

DENVER — Are you a glass half-empty person or a glass half-full person? It matters after 

Tuesday night’s game.  

The 9-6 loss to the Rockies was No. 87 of this horrible season, and it came with some big-

picture significance. The Giants (54-87) passed the Phillies (53-85) and officially took over the 

worst record in the major leagues. They are two games ahead of (or behind) the White Sox (54-

83), the team they visit this weekend.  

If the season ended today, the Giants would have the No. 1 pick in the draft. That gives you the 

ability to add a superstar and also gives you a larger pool of money to spend on all your 

draftees. Of course, none of the current Giants care about that one bit. Most of them will be 

long gone by the time the prospect arrives, if he ever does. For now, they’re stuck with the half-

empty reality that this season only gets worse day by day.  

The 87th loss came with plenty of the trademarks of these Giants. It also ended with Pablo 

Sandoval flying out to tie Johnnie LeMaster’s SF Giants record for most hitless at-bats (37). In 

the eighth, Buster Posey took a foul tip off the hand and immediately departed. Posey’s X-rays 

came back negative, which is good news. That’s rare in this season. Asked about being the 

worst team in the majors, Posey paused.  

“I don’t really have words for it,” he said. “‘Disappointing’ is probably not strong enough.” 

Bruce Bochy said he was surprised the Giants have gone back in the tank like this after they 

seemed to be turning it around a bit in August. They have lost 10 of 12, bringing an ugly mark 

back into play. The Giants will have to go 9-12 down the stretch to avoid becoming a $200 

million team that lost 100 games. 

 

 

CSNbayarea.com 

Giants RHPs Moronta, Gomez make MLB debuts in same inning vs Rockies 

Alex Pavlovic 

 

DENVER — Brad Grems, the clubhouse coordinator for the Giants, has a problem. The 

organization has retired 10 numbers, and several others — such as 25 and 55 — are pretty 

much off limits, too. When you account for the active roster and the coaching staff, there 

simply aren’t many available numbers, unless you want your call-ups to look like wide 

receivers.  
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Grems has turned to No. 52 the last couple of years when dealing with temporary additions, 

which led to a curious mini-curse.  

The number once worn so successfully by Yusmeiro Petit was given to Clayton Blackburn last 

May. He spent three days in the big leagues without getting into a game. Reyes Moronta was 

given No. 52 when he was called up this May. He spent a day in the big leagues and didn’t take 

the mound.  

Miguel Gomez finally got No. 52 back into a game, but he hasn't seen much luck, either. Gomez 

has missed about a month with knee inflammation and might not play again this season.  

When Moronta returned on Tuesday, alongside Roberto Gomez, he was given No. 54. There are 

good vibes in that jersey, and on the first night in Denver, Moronta saw action. Roberto Gomez 

did, too.  

Moronta humped it up to 98 mph while striking out MVP candidate Charlie Blackmon to open 

his big league career. He was charged with a run in two-thirds of an inning, but the hits he gave 

up were an infield single and shattered-bat flare to right.  

“He had some horrible luck, didn’t he?” manager Bruce Bochy said. “I thought he threw the ball 

great. An infield single and a bloop hit — that’s horrible luck for him.” 

Moronta wasn’t shaken. He was all smiles after the game as he described his journey back to 

the big leagues. Moronta said he knew he would be back, and that he would get into a game 

this time. 

“I always stay positive,” he said through interpreter Erwin Higueros. “I tried to do my job. I 

didn’t think too much about (not getting into a game) and I tried to stay positive about the fact 

that I was probably going to get called up.” 

The Giants like Moronta’s power stuff, and this is an audition for a more permanent role next 

year. In addition to the fastball that sat 95-96 Tuesday night, Moronta has a slider that stole 

him a few strikes against the heart of a very good lineup.  

Moronta wasn’t bothered by debuting at Coors. Gomez wasn’t, either. He dialed it up to 96 

mph while getting Trevor Story to line out and end the seventh.  

“I was a little bit nervous, of course,” Gomez said. “I went out and tried to do the same thing I 

did in Triple-A, and that’s to throw strikes.” 

Bochy noted that he’ll have some bullpen shakeups coming. The Giants are without Matt Cain 

this week because of a personal issue and Mark Melancon will be shut down at some point this 

month. Moronta and Gomez are here, and Bochy will use them.  

“Those two guys who made their debuts, they showed great stuff and great poise,” Bochy said. 
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ESPN.com 

Red Sox stole signs electronically from Yankees, other teams 

ESPN newswire 

 

MLB commissioner Rob Manfred confirmed Tuesday that the Boston Red Sox used electronic 

communication from the dugout to steal opponents' signs and relay them to Boston players 

during games. 

The New York Yankees filed a formal complaint against the Red Sox on July 18, sources told 

ESPN's Buster Olney. Baseball's investigation of the Red Sox is ongoing, Manfred said from 

Fenway Park ahead of Boston's game against Toronto, but he expects it will be completed 

before the end of the regular season. 

EDITOR'S PICKS 

•  

Rob Manfred on Red Sox investigation: There's no rule against sign stealing 

The commissioner addressed MLB's ongoing look into the complaint filed by the Yankees and 

what factors would be considered in determining punishment. 

•  

Everything you need to know about sign-stealing 

Did Boston actually break the rules? Will there be punishment? Here are the answers to the 

questions driving the Red Sox-Yankees investigation. 

• Boston tops Jays in 6-hour, 19-inning marathon 

The Red Sox won their own version of the Boston marathon, beating the Toronto Blue Jays 3-2 

in the 19th inning on an RBI single by Hanley Ramirez in a game that took six hours. 

News of the investigation was first reported by the New York Times. 

Major League Baseball does not have a policy against sign stealing, per se, Manfred said. The 

issue is the use of an electronic device in the dugout, which is against league rules. 

"We actually do not have a rule against sign-stealing," Manfred said. "It has been a part of the 

game for a very, very long time. To the extent that there was a violation of the rule here, it was 

a violation by one or the other [team] that involved the use of electronic equipment. It's the 

electronic equipment that creates the violation. I think the rule against electronic equipment 

has a number of policy reasons behind it, but one of them is we don't want to escalate 

attempts to figure out what a pitcher is going to throw by introducing electronics into that mix. 

"To the extent there was a violation on either side, we are 100 percent comfortable that it's not 

an ongoing issue, that if it happened, it is no longer. I think that's important from an integrity 

perspective going forward." 
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The league investigation is being conducted by Bryan Seeley, a former assistant U.S. attorney 

for the U.S. Attorney's Office in Washington who now heads MLB's department of 

investigations. 

After MLB corroborated the claims with its own video, the commissioner's office confronted the 

Red Sox, who admitted that video replay personnel were getting signs and that those were 

relayed to some players, The Times reported. The scheme had been ongoing for some weeks. 

The Red Sox were accused of stealing signs electronically against the Yankees at Fenway 

Park. Adam Glanzman/Getty Images 

The Red Sox's scheme came to MLB's attention when New York Yankeesgeneral manager Brian 

Cashman filed a complaint with Manfred's office last month. He supplied video of what the 

team contended was a Red Sox trainer looking at his Apple Watch, the Times reported, and 

then relaying information to players -- in one instance outfielder Brock Holt and in another 

infielder Dustin Pedroia -- during a series between the teams in Boston. 

Red Sox manager John Farrell, whose team is hosting Toronto, said that Boston is "aware of the 

rule [that] electronic devices are not to be used in the dugout." When asked to comment 

further, he said it's "a league matter." 

Regarding the potential for penalties, sources told Olney it is highly unlikely the Red Sox would 

be docked draft picks, but that fines and suspensions are possible. 

Manfred said that, "under the major league constitution," the league has the authority to strip 

one or both teams of wins, but he acknowledged it has never happened in a case like this, 

because "it's just very hard to know what the actual impact in any particular game was of an 

alleged violation like this." 

Asked whether a potential punishment for Boston could be used to deter future incidents, 

Manfred acknowledged it was a factor that would be weighed. 

"When I think about punishment, I think you need to think about deterrents," he said. "I think 

you need to think about how the violation has affected the play on the field, and I think you 

need to think about how it's affected the perception of the game publicly. All of those things 

are something that you have to weigh in terms of trying to get to appropriate discipline." 

Red Sox president of baseball operations Dave Dombrowski declined to comment on the matter 

of electronic devices, but he said stealing signs has been part of the game for many years. 

"I don't really want to comment on any analysis of anybody. But I will say I think sign stealing 
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has been going on in baseball for a long time," Dombrowski said. "I've been in the game for 40 

years, I've known of it for 40 years, sign stealing, itself. People I've talked to that played back in 

the '50s talk to me about sign stealing. So I do think sign stealing has been taking place for a 

long time. I will acknowledge that. 

"Do I think sign stealing is wrong? No, I don't. I guess it depends how you do it. But no, I never 

thought it was wrong. I guess everybody in the game has been involved with it throughout the 

years. People are trying to win however they can. It's an edge they are trying to gain. 

Sometimes your sophistication of signs can make a difference. So no, I never felt like it's wrong. 

Put it this way, I was never brought up that it was wrong." 

Yankees outfielder Brett Gardner, who is in Baltimore for a game against the Orioles, said of the 

sign stealing, "It was something we expected was going on." 

During Yankees-Red Sox games this year, Yankees catchers increasingly and repeatedly visited 

the mound to go through the signs or change sequences verbally -- and this was related partly 

to the Yankees' concerns about how the Red Sox were relaying information, sources told Olney. 

Sources with knowledge of the situation told ESPN's Andrew Marchand that the Yankees have 

suspected the Red Sox were using illegal methods to steal signs for a while, but they could not 

prove it until the last series in Boston. The Yankees thought something was not right because 

the Red Sox repeatedly hit pitches hard that the Yankees felt would normally be unhittable -- 

especially with runners in scoring position. 

A source also questioned how Farrell and Dombrowski did not know about the scheme, 

considering the Yankees were able to figure it out, and so many players were involved. 

The Red Sox have since filed their own complaint, alleging that the Yankees use a camera from 

their YES Network exclusively for stealing signs. 

Sources denied the substance of the Red Sox's counterclaim, with one saying it was a public 

relations move to try to muddy the waters. 

"There is no meat on the bone," the source said. 

"No chance," Yankees manager Joe Girardi said. 
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ESPN.com 

Will Bryce Harper go all Kirk Gibson on the Dodgers? Injured stars who could rock October 

Eddie Matz 

 

Back in 1988, Kirk Gibson authored one of the most memorable postseason moments in 

baseball history. After injuring both his left hamstring and his right knee in the NLCS against the 

Mets, Gibson, who ended up being the National League MVP that season, didn't start Game 1 

of the World Series. But in the ninth inning, with two outs and a man on and his Dodgers 

trailing 4-3 to the A's, Gibson hobbled to the plate as a pinch hitter. Then, in what would be his 

only at-bat of the entire series, he proceeded to do this. (If you have 10 minutes, do yourself a 

favor, and watch the entire clip. If not, this one will suffice.) 

Goose. Bumps. 

EDITOR'S PICKS 

•  

How many injuries would it take to endanger the Nationals' lead? 

It seems that half of the Washington Nationals' roster is on the disabled list, but the Nats are 

nevertheless cruising to another NL East title. Sam Miller looks at how many more injuries it 

would take to change that. 

Almost 30 years later, Bryce Harper could be poised to go all Gibby -- and on the Dodgers no 

less. In mid-August, Harper suffered a gruesome-looking knee injury that looked like it had ACL 

written all over it. According to the Nationals, however, there was no structural damage, and it 

was merely a bone bruise. Still, the boo-boo was bad enough GM Mike Rizzo said at the time, 

"The bone bruise is something of significance. We're going to treat him cautiously. We're 
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optimistic that he should be back by the end of the year. We have no timeline." 

Last week, reports surfaced that Harper also suffered a calf strain. 

Regardless of the specifics of the injury, the bottom line is that Harper doesn't appear 

anywhere close to returning to the field, and missing the remainder of the regular season 

seems like a distinct possibility for him, especially given Washington already has the NL East 

sewn up. If that happens, who knows what the postseason holds for Harper? 

What we do know is this: Like Gibson, Harper is a hirsute outfielder who bats left-handed. Like 

Gibson, Harper was putting up MVP numbers and is the heart and soul of his team. Like Gibson, 

Harper has a flair for the dramatic and a knack for coming up big when it counts. Most 

importantly, like Gibson, Harper might be less than whole come playoff time, which would be 

less than ideal for the Nationals. 

Of course, Harper isn't the only big name whose health, or lack thereof, could dramatically alter 

the postseason picture. Here's a list of 16 players whose injuries could impact October (ranked 

in decreasing order of importance): 

ADVERTISEMENT 

1. Bryce Harper, Washington Nationals 

At the time Harper went down, he was ranked top five in pretty much every major offensive 

category and was on the short list for NL MVP. Given that none of the other guys on said short 

list (i.e. Paul Goldschmidt, Nolan Arenado) are currently sidelined, it would stand to reason that 

Harper's injury would hurt his team more than any other injury to any other player. 

Prior to losing Harper, the Nationals were scoring 5.4 runs per game, best of any NL team. Since 
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losing the former MVP, they're averaging more than a full run less (4.2). That said, Washington 

has managed to go 15-9 without Harper, a testament to how deep Dusty Baker's ball club is. 

That includes cakewalks against the Giants, Padres and Mets, and only three of those games 

were against a team that entered September in playoff position (Houston). Winning in October 

without Harper wouldn't be nearly as easy. 

 

2. Andrew Miller, Cleveland Indians 

Last fall, Miller turned himself into a household name by appearing in 16 of Cleveland's 15 

playoff games (or so it seemed) and baffling hitters pretty much every time out. He tallied 30 

strikeouts in 19 innings, won two games, saved another and caught a 6-month-old who fell 

from the upper deck of Progressive Field with one hand. OK, so maybe I made up that last part. 

You get the point. 

Dude dominated. Dude still dominates. That is, when he's healthy, which he currently isn't. If 

Miller's recently diagnosed patellofemoral syndrome -- which has limited him to just two 

appearances since Aug. 1 -- prevents him from pitching in October or prevents him from 

pitching the way he's capable of, it's a game-changer for the Indians -- and not in a good way. 

 

3. Clayton Kershaw, Los Angeles Dodgers 

The only reason Kershaw isn't ranked higher here is because technically, he isn't on the shelf 
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anymore. But the nature of his injury -- can I get an "Amen!" from anyone who has ever dealt 

with back problems -- combined with the fact that he's, well, Clayton Freaking Kershaw lands 

him on the list anyway. Based on what transpired last season, when the three-time Cy Young 

winner missed more than two months with back issues then came back in September bringing 

all kinds of filth with him (1.29 ERA in his final five starts), there's no reason to believe Kershaw 

will be unavailable in October. If he's not available, that might be enough to make the Nationals 

the favorites to represent the NL in the World Series. 

 

4. Dustin Pedroia, Boston Red Sox 

Like Kershaw, Pedroia is no longer on the DL -- unless by "DL," you mean "Doubt Lingers." The 

former MVP hit the disabled list at the beginning of August with left knee inflammation, 

returned a week later and lasted all of four days before the same knee landed him right back on 

the DL. 

Interestingly, the Sox are 29-21 (.580) this season without the 34-year old second baseman, 

who also missed time earlier in the year with a sprained wrist. That's better than their 49-40 

mark (.551) with him. Not to mention, trade acquisition Eduardo Nunez had been nails in 

Pedroia's absence (.859 OPS with Boston). Still, Pedroia -- who has played in 47 postseason 

games during his career -- is the team's unquestioned leader. 

 

5. Lance McCullers Jr., Houston Astros 
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If not for the Justin Verlander trade, McCullers would've been a little higher on this list. Even 

with Verlander, Houston still needs LM2 like arroz needs frijoles. Before McCullers hit the DL on 

July 31 (back), the Astros were 68-36 and led the American League with a 3.97 starter ERA. 

Without the 23-year-old righty, they're just 17-17, and the rotation's ERA is almost a run higher 

(4.72). That is including the return of ace Dallas Keuchel, who came back a couple days before 

McCullers went down. Given Keuchel's struggles (a 4.86 ERA in his past eight starts), the Astros' 

chances of advancing take a big hit if McCullers isn't 100 percent -- even with Verlander. 

 

6. Addison Russell, Chicago Cubs 

I've been dealing with plantar fasciitis for the past couple years now -- that's right, years -- and 

it sucks. Like an villain in a B-horror flick, it never goes away. So the fact Russell aggravated his 

plantar fasciitis on a rehab assignment last week and is expected to be out until at least Rosh 

Hashanah (or the autumnal equinox, whichever you choose to celebrate) isn't surprising in the 

least. 

The Baby Bears have a bevy of bats to go around, but they'll miss Russell in the field, where he 

has saved 33 runs since the beginning of the 2016 season, more than any shortstop not named 

Andrelton. With Russell at short and Javy Baez at second, the Cubs are absolutely airtight up 

the middle. If Russell misses time in the playoffs, it'd be Baez at short and Ian Happ/Ben 

Zobrist at second, which is still pretty good. But pretty good might not get it done against the 

Nationals. 
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7. Chris Owings, Arizona Diamondbacks 

Arizona's starting shortstop, who fractured his middle finger on a bunt attempt in late July, is 

eligible to come off the 60-day DL during the final weekend of the regular season. But that 

might or might not happen. 

"We haven't even gotten to the phase of the rehab yet where we have a good handle on how 

quickly or slowly it's going to progress," GM Mike Hazen told MLB.com recently. 

That wouldn't be good news in any event, but it's especially not good news given Nick Ahmed's 

run of bad luck. The D-backs' backup shortstop fractured his right hand on June 27 after being 

hit by a pitch. Then on Aug. 28, the day he was eligible to return from the disabled list, he 

suffered a broken wrist on another HBP. As if that weren't enough, stopgap Ketel 

Marte tweaked his groin last week. At this rate, we're liable to see do-everything first baseman 

Paul Goldschmidt at shortstop come October. 

 

8. Miguel Sano, Minnesota Twins 

Sano has missed a couple weeks since fouling a ball off his shin, and at this point, it's unclear 

when he'll return. It's also unclear whether the Twins will make the playoffs. Given Cleveland's 

recently-developed allergy to losing, it's wild card or bust for Minnesota. If the Twins are able to 

sneak in, they'll need all hands on deck to make it to the ALDS. Even though manager Paul 

Molitor has the luxury of plugging in super-utility guy Eduardo Escobar at the hot corner while 

Sano is out, he'd obviously rather have the big fella -- who, despite missing time, entered 
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September leading the Twins with 28 homers and 77 RBIs -- back when October rolls around. 

 

9. Garrett Richards, Los Angeles Angels 

In 2014 and 2015, only four American League pitchers won more games than Richards, who 

went a combined 28-16 with a 3.18 ERA. But in 2016, he suffered a torn elbow ligament in May 

that ended his season. After electing not to undergo Tommy John surgery, he made just one 

start this season before a strained biceps sidelined him. 

If the Justin Upton and Brandon Phillips trades get the Halos over the hump and into the wild-

card game, skipper Mike Scioscia would love to give the ball to Richards, who looks like he's 

taking the fast track back to the bigs in an effort to help the Angels' anemic rotation -- whether 

he's ready or not. On Tuesday, despite throwing just 40 pitches in his only rehab start, the 29-

year old righty returned to The Show, tossing 52 pitches over 3 1/3 innings of one-run ball 

against Oakland. If it works and Richards holds up, great. If not, who gets the ball Oct. 3 is 

anybody's guess. 

 

10. James Paxton, Seattle Mariners 

At this point, it doesn't look like the Mariners will make the postseason. If they do, and if 

Paxton is healthy and able to take the hill, it'd be hard to bet against them in the wild-card 

game. Since the 2016 All-Star break, the 28-year-old southpaw ranks eighth among AL starters 

in ERA (3.14), fifth in WHIP (1.09) and eighth in strikeouts per nine innings (9.9). If Paxton, who 
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has been out since suffering a strained pectoral on Aug. 10, can't get whole, Scott Servais better 

hope fellow DL resident Felix Hernandez(shoulder) can. 

 

11. David Price, Boston Red Sox 

Price hasn't been healthy this year. And when he has been healthy, he hasn't been great, 

working to a 3.82 ERA and a 1.27 WHIP in 11 starts. Still, he's David Price, and a playoff rotation 

of Sale/Price/Pomeranz/Rodriguez sounds a whole lot better than 

Sale/Pomeranz/Rodriguez/Fister. 

Sure, Price's 5.54 career ERA in the postseason doesn't instill fear in anyone (except maybe 

Boston fans), but when you're paying a guy $31 million a year to throw the ball, when October 

rolls around, you want him on that mound. You need him on that mound. 

 

12. Willson Contreras, Chicago Cubs 

Chicago hasn't skipped a beat without its starting backstop, going 15-6 to finish August after 

losing Contreras to a hamstring strain. Backup Alex Avila, acquired from the Detroit at the trade 

deadline, has filled in admirably, posting an .821 OPS since his battery buddy got hurt. 

But make no mistake: The Cubs are a much more dangerous team when Contreras is in there. 

Despite missing the past three-and-a-half weeks, the 25-year-old Venezuelan leads all NL 

catchers with 21 bombs and is slashing .274/.342/.519 on the season. Contreras is expected 

back in plenty of time for the postseason, but hammies have a way of sticking around. 
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13. Michael Brantley, Cleveland Indians 

When Cleveland put Brantley on the disabled list back in early August with a sprained ankle, it 

seemed like one of those benign jobs that if the old 15-day DL rule were still in effect, Terry 

Francona might not have even bothered. But with the change to the 10-day DL, why the heck 

not? "It could very well be a DL," Francona told reporters, "but I think they'd like to have a day 

to see if it gets stiff or gets swollen. It's considered mild." Nearly four weeks later, the 30-year-

old outfielder, who finished third in the 2014 MVP voting and was an All-Star this season, still 

isn't back and hasn't even begun a rehab assignment. The good news for Cleveland is that 

Brantley's replacement in left field, Austin Jackson, has been hitting more like Shoeless Joe 

Jackson. 

 

14. Danny Duffy, Kansas City Royals 

See also: Richards, Garrett; Paxton, James. If K.C. cracks the postseason (admittedly an 

oversized if), Duffy's the guy they'd want on the hill in a one-game winner-take-all. Yes, All-

Star Jason Vargas had a strong start to the season and leads the club in wins, but he has 

aggressively regressed to the mean, posting an ERA north of six since the All-Star break. 

Meanwhile Duffy, the 28-year-old southpaw who is undoubtedly the Royals' ace, leads the 

team in both ERA and WHIP. Unfortunately, he's currently on the DL with a pronator strain. 

Given that Duffy's a Tommy John survivor, there's certainly cause for concern. That, and he 

was recently cited for DUI, further complicating matters. 
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15. Justin Bour, Miami Marlins 

That Miami has been able to make a move in the wild-card race without Bour's power bat in the 

lineup speaks to the otherworldly production Giancarlo Stantonhas given the team. Before Bour 

suffered his oblique injury on July 24, Fish first basemen had posted a .908 OPS that was the 

sixth-best in the baseball. 

With Tomas Telis and Tyler Moore filling in at first (or trying to) the past six weeks, that number 

has dropped to .688, which is second-worst. Bour is slated to begin a rehab assignment any day, 

so in theory he should be back on the field when the postseason starts. That is, if the Marlins 

are still on the field. 

 

16. Adrian Beltre, Texas Rangers 

Statistically, the Rangers haven't missed Beltre as much as you'd think. In the 57 games they've 

been without the future Hall of Famer, they're a game over .500 (29-28). In the 80 games 

they've had him, they're right at .500 (40-40). Still, the thought of Texas competing in the 

postseason without the beloved Beltre, who is arguably as central to his team as any player 

who hasn't spent his entire career with one franchise, is enough to bring tears to your eyes. It's 

possible the 38-year-old slugger, who is expected to miss four weeks after suffering a strained 

hamstring on Thursday, could make it back just in the nick of time if the Rangers somehow pull 

a wild card. If that happens, it wouldn't surprise anyone to see Beltre pull a Kirk Gibson. 

 

 

 


