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                 FROM THE OC REGISTER      

Angels third baseman Zack Cozart is once again looking to make a change 

By Jeff Fletcher 

TEMPE, Ariz. — Last spring, Zack Cozart showed up to spring training and he was lost. 

It’s pretty unusual for a player to be so discouraged at a time of such little consequence as the opening 

days of spring training, but when Cozart began working out with the Cincinnati Reds last year, he knew 

something was seriously wrong. 

“I couldn’t even hit batting practice well,” Cozart said. “I was like ‘There needs to be a change or 

something to simplify so I’m not thinking so much.’” 

Cozart, at that time a veteran of five full major-league seasons, heading into his contract year, was 

frustrated enough to go to his hitting coaches and suggest what felt like a significant change. It’s the 

kind of thing hitters usually do early in the offseason, not with weeks to go before opening day. 

But Cozart was desperate enough to change “cold turkey, a day or two from playing games.” 

With a new stance, Cozart homered in his first spring at-bat, which led to a career year that earned him 

an All-Star appearance – and a donkey. Eventually, it helped net him a three-year, $38-million deal with 

the Angels to play third base. 

After not playing an inning at a position other than shortstop throughout his major league career, this 

spring Cozart, 32, has been learning to play third, which makes it the second spring in a row he’s trying 

something new. 

The Angels are hoping this change works as well as that one did. 

The change Cozart made a year ago might not seem like much. Instead of wagging his bat in the air as he 

waited for the pitch, he stood more still, with the bat on his shoulder. 

To Cozart, though, it was something that took three or four months of muscle memory to become 

comfortable. Eventually, it created an entirely different feel – physically and mentally – at the plate. 

“It relaxed me,” Cozart said. “Now I’m just kind of sitting there. Mentally I don’t have to worry about the 

rhythm of my hands. You can just concentrate on seeing the ball and making a good decision on the 

swing. There were times my hands were up and I was out of sync with my rhythm. There were times I 

probably didn’t even see the ball because I was so worried about my rhythm.” 

A career .246 hitter with a .289 on-base percentage before last year, Cozart hit .393 with a .493 on-base 

percentage in the first three weeks of the season, hot enough for the Reds to move him from seventh to 
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second in the order. Hitting in front of perennial All-Star Joey Votto, Cozart kept drawing walks, which to 

him was the ultimate sign of his improved discipline. 

“You’d think they’d always come right after me (with Votto on deck), but once the pitchers saw I was on 

the attack and having good swings then they are throwing me 3-1 sliders,” Cozart said. “They don’t want 

to groove it to me. Then all of the sudden I’m walking with Joey coming up. That was the biggest eye-

opening thing to me, not swinging at bad pitches.” 

Seeing Cozart have such good swings in front of him prompted Votto make a public proclamation: if 

Cozart made the All-Star team, he’d get him a donkey. 

The whole donkey story began in 2016, when Cozart had been taking his toddler son to a place near the 

Reds spring training home in Goodyear, Ariz. Southwest Specialty Foods has an “Ass Kickin’” line of hot 

sauces and chili products. To go with the theme, the location has donkeys, which kids can pet and feed. 

Cozart and his son, who is now 3, enjoyed the donkeys so much that it became a thing in the Reds 

clubhouse. And after Votto made it public, it became a hot topic when Cozart did make the All-Star 

Game in Miami. 

Cozart, who never doubted that Votto was serious about getting him a donkey, is now the owner of a 

white donkey named Donald. Because Cozart didn’t have the land or facilities to keep a donkey, Donald 

currently lives at a petting zoo outside of Cincinnati. 

Cozart said he’s hoping to someday acquire enough property near his home in the Nashville area to keep 

Donald, his non-traditional family pet. 

“They are like dogs,” Cozart said. “If they think of you like you are their family, they are the most 

affectionate, loving animals, just like dogs.” 

While Cozart was adjusting to life as a donkey owner, he was putting the finishing touches on his 

outstanding season with the Reds. He hit .297 with a .385 on-base percentage, 24 homers and a .933 

OPS, all career highs. 

Cozart took those numbers onto the free agent market, where the Angels began to pursue him. The 

Angels, set at shortstop with Andrelton Simmons, agreed to sign Cozart to have him play second base. 

As Cozart was on his way to get his physical, though, the Angels had a chance to get Ian Kinsler to play 

second, so they asked Cozart to move to third. Eager to play for a winner, Cozart was willing to make the 

switch. 

The first step in the transition was getting used to balls rocketing at him, so he had a friend of his hit him 

fungos from close range. He would try to just pick them with one hand. 

http://www.asskickin.com/
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Cozart also talked to Scott Rolen, an eight-time Gold Glove winner at third who was his teammate in 

Cincinnati. He talked to Eric Chavez, a six-time Gold Glove third baseman who now works as a special 

assistant to Angels GM Billy Eppler. 

Chavez and Cozart finally got on the field together in Arizona in early February, and Chavez immediately 

knew this transition would work. 

“After the first five balls, I was like ‘Ok,’” Chavez said. “It was quite apparent it wasn’t going to be a 

problem. … His feet are really fast. His hands are really good. His arm is good. Now it’s just positioning, 

angles, depth, maybe some lefty spin off the left-handed hitter. He’s going to be just fine.” 

Those who know Cozart best insist he’ll have little trouble with the switch. 

“He’ll handle it because he’s a terrific player,” Reds manager Bryan Price said earlier this spring. “If I 

were a betting man, I’d bet on Zack Cozart every time in that transition.” 

Price, of course, just saw it. He saw Cozart a year ago transform himself as a hitter, and he expects 

Cozart to sustain his new level of offensive performance. 

“His plate coverage is way better,” Price said. “He has the ability to zone pitches better than I’ve ever 

seen him. He’s not getting himself out on pitchers’ pitches early. He’ll get a good pitch to hit and he 

won’t miss it. I don’t think that’s cyclical. I think he’s going to be that type of offensive player.” 

 

Shohei Ohtani snaps hitless streak in Angels’ comeback victory over 

Diamondbacks 

By Jeff Fletcher 

THE GAME: The Angels scored three runs in the bottom of the ninth, including a game-tying two-run 

triple by prospect David Fletcher, to beat the Arizona Diamondbacks 6-5 on Tuesday in Tempe, Ariz. 

PITCHING REPORT: Right-hander Parker Bridwell shut out the Diamondbacks, who had most of their 

regulars playing, for five innings. He allowed three runs on homers by A.J. Pollock and Steven Souza in 

the sixth inning. With Andrew Heaney temporarily out with elbow inflammation, Bridwell and Nick 

Tropeano each have a shot to crack the opening day rotation. … Right-hander Keynan Middleton pitched 

a scoreless inning. … Left-hander José Álvarez gave up two runs in the ninth, snapping a tie. Álvarez had 

allowed only one earned run previously this spring. 

HITTING REPORT: Shohei Ohtani snapped an 0-for-14 slump with his first hit since March 11, a single 

against minor league left-hander Colin Poche. It was his only hit in four trips. Ohtani is now 3 for 28 in 

big-league exhibition games this spring, plus 4 for 16 in two intrasquad games. In Ohtani’s first two at-
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bats, against lefty Robbie Ray, he grounded out to second twice. “They are getting better,” Manager 

Mike Scioscia said of Ohtani’s at-bats. “Sometimes as a left-handed hitter, it’s good to see the lefties. 

That’s what we’re looking for. You have to stay on the ball a little longer. He did on his base hit. I 

thought he had some good swings.” Ohtani is not expected to hit in a game again until after his next 

start on the mound, on Saturday. … Zack Cozart doubled and hit his second homer of the spring. … Kole 

Calhoun doubled against Ray – noteworthy for a left-handed hitter against Ray – and drove in a run with 

a fly ball. 

DEFENSE REPORT: Fletcher, the shortstop, went deep into the hole and made a throw to barely get the 

runner at first. Fletcher is a longshot to win a spot on the opening-day roster, but the Angels have said 

his impressive spring has put him on the radar. 

UP NEXT: The Angels have an off day on Wednesday. … On Thursday, they will play the Dodgers at 7 

p.m. at Camelback Ranch, with Jaime Barria starting for the Angels against Dodgers’ lefty Hyun-Jin Ryu. 

The game will be broadcast on Fox Sports West, KLAA/830. 

 

Angels’ Andrew Heaney unfazed by latest elbow setback 

By Jeff Fletcher 

TEMPE, Ariz. — Although it’s understandable for Angels fans to panic about injuries to the team’s 

pitchers, given the events of the past few years, Andrew Heaney isn’t worried. 

Asked how concerned he is about the news that he has elbow inflammation, Heaney said: “Not very.” 

“I feel really good,” he said of the diagnosis. “I’d rather it not be a thing, but I feel good about it.” 

Heaney said he felt “some kind of abnormal soreness and inflammation” after his last start Thursday. 

The Angels sent him for an MRI and he was examined in Southern California. No structural damage was 

found in his elbow, which was repaired via Tommy John surgery in July 2016. 

Heaney said he thinks the Angels were being cautious with what he doesn’t believe is a serious injury. 

“We’re fortunate enough to be part of an organization that really cares about players’ health,” Heaney 

said. “They are extremely cautious and careful when it comes to getting correct diagnoses. Sometimes I 

might feel better than what it seems like they are trying to look for, but it’s always better to be more 

cautious than to say, ‘You’re all right.’” 

There is no timetable for Heaney to resume throwing, meaning he is likely to start the season on the 

disabled list. 

STAYING FLEXIBLE 
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Shohei Ohtani has started once on five days’ rest this spring, three times on six days’ rest, and his next 

start, on Saturday, will be on seven days’ rest. Even in a non-traditional six-man rotation, as the Angels 

plan to use, pitchers would normally be expected to work on five days’ rest. 

Asked Tuesday morning if Ohtani could work regularly with five days’ rest, a tighter schedule than he’s 

had for most of the spring, Scioscia said they’ll remain flexible. 

“I don’t think we’re going to commit to that yet,” he said. “We’re going to see where we are. We’ll have 

six men in (the rotation) and there will be flexibility there to see how guys are going to come back. 

That’s all I can give you right now.” 

With off days and five other starters, it’s possible the Angels’ rotation could be a jumble that is 

rearranged frequently, allowing Ohtani to work on six days’ rest while the other pitchers go with four or 

five. 

ALSO 

Albert Pujols was hitless in two at-bats, with two sacrifice flies, in a minor league game Tuesday. It was 

the second time in three days he’d played in a minor league game. Pujols had four hits in a minor league 

game on Monday, followed by three in the regular exhibition game on Tuesday. Scioscia said Pujols “is 

feeling more comfortable in the box and wants to keep pushing that forward and getting seven at-bats 

down there.” Scioscia also said Pujols has done well playing first base this spring, and “nothing has 

changed” as far as the team’s plan to have him see significant time in the field this year. The Angels 

hope Pujols is healthy enough to play in the field, opening the DH spot for Ohtani. … 

Matt Shoemaker gave up one run in six innings, throwing 74 pitches, in a start in a minor league game 

on Tuesday. The Angels have had their starters working in minor league games this week to ensure they 

can get deep into games to prepare for the start of the season. … 

The Angels acquired infielder Luis Rengifo from the Tampa Bay Rays on Tuesday, completing last 

month’s C.J. Cron trade. Rengifo, 21, played at Class-A last year, with a combined .250 average and .316 

on-base percentage. He mostly plays the middle infield, but he’s also played third and the outfield. 

 

Can you guess what Mike Trout hasn’t done this spring? 

By Jeff Fletcher 

TEMPE, Ariz. — If you’ve paid no attention to Mike Trout’s spring training stats, you are excused. Spring 

training numbers, especially for a player of Trout’s caliber, are mostly meaningless. 

But you’ve missed something that’s fairly remarkable, even among the noise of stats generated in mind-

numbing exhibition games. 
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Trout has not struck out this spring. 

His 44 plate appearances without a strikeout, through Tuesday’s game, are the most in the major 

leagues. The Royals’ Humberto Arteaga is second with 28. For context, Trout’s longest career whiff-less 

streak in the regular season is 28 plate appearances, from last year. 

And going without strikeouts in spring training is probably harder than in the regular season, because 

hitters are still trying to get their timing and acclimate to the strike zone. They are also facing many 

pitchers they’ve never seen. 

Trout, as you might expect, shrugged off this accomplishment, saying he’s made no changes to his swing 

or approach to cut down his strikeouts. 

“Nothing new,” he said. “Just with two strikes, I’m trying to battle and get a pitch and put it in play. … 

Just getting better at it.” 

Facing Arizona’s Robbie Ray, one of the best pitchers in the National League, on Tuesday, Trout got to 

two strikes in each of his first two trips. He fouled off at least one two-strike pitch each time, drawing a 

walk and hitting a flyout. He also fouled off a couple two-strike pitches before hitting a flyout against 

reliever Michael Blazek in his final trip. 

Angels assistant hitting coach Paul Sorrento, who has been working with Trout since 2014, said he 

wasn’t even aware of what Trout had done. 

“It’s not like we made it a priority for Mike,” Sorrento said. “Mike just keeps evolving as a player. He 

keeps getting better and better. I don’t think it’s a conscious effort.” 

Trout struck out 184 times in 2014, one of a few blemishes on his first MVP season. He said the 

following spring that cutting down on those strikeouts was one of his goals. 

His strikeout rate has decreased from 26 percent in 2014 to 23 percent (2015) to 20 percent (2016) to 

18 percent last year. 

If Trout can continue cutting down those strikeouts, it obviously further improves his otherworldly 

production. With his speed, he has a .355 average on balls in play through his career. 

Sorrento said this is all part of the way a player, even Trout, improves as he gets more experience. Trout 

is just 26, not even to an age at which most players hit their prime. 

“As crazy as it sounds,” Sorrento said, “I don’t think he’s tapped his full potential really. He’s getting 

older. He’s getting smarter at the plate. He’s got a better concept of the pitches he can and can’t handle, 

which is really very few. I think he’s just evolving, getting better and better every year. I don’t know 

what his ceiling is. Hopefully, it’s a lot higher. We’re looking at someone who comes around once every 

20-25 years.” 
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          FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES      

Reliever Jose Alvarez is showing staying power with Angels 

By Jeff Miller 

His job isn't one that generally offers stability, Jose Alvarez attempting to open what would be his fourth 

full season in the Angels bullpen. 

Relievers, especially ones who aren't All-Stars or closing games or both, need to be fluid when it comes 

to their allegiance, a different jersey always looming in the near future. 

"It's nice to still be here," Alvarez said. "It feels like home." 

Only Cam Bedrosian is a longer-tenured Angel among the relievers, though Alvarez has pitched in 50 

more games than Bedrosian since debuting with the team with two appearances in 2014. 

In 194 games, he has a 3.58 earned-run average and three times as many strikeouts as walks. Alvarez, 

28, has been a significant piece on the team, especially for someone with only five Angels victories. 

"I always want to pitch more," he said. "I need to be ready every day when they need me. Whatever 

situation, whatever they need me to do, I'll be ready." 

Over the last three seasons, only one left-hander has appeared in more American League games than 

Alvarez. And Dan Jennings has done so only after switching teams in a trade from the Chicago White Sox 

to Tampa Bay. 

Other left-handers who have pitched in relief for the Angels during Alvarez's time include Wesley 

Wright, Brett Oberholtzer and Cody Ege, names that have long since moved on while Alvarez remains. 

Yet, even with his extended run in Anaheim, Alvarez has spent parts of the last two seasons at triple-A 

Salt Lake, meaning he, too, has been somewhat on the move. 

This spring, he gave up only one earned run and five hits in his first 8 1/3 innings before giving up two 

ninth-inning runs Tuesday in the Angels' 6-5 victory over Arizona. 

"Every spring training is a new start for me," Alvarez said. "But I do feel good here. I hope I can stay for 

as long as possible." 

Andrew Heaney feels 'really good' 

Andrew Heaney was back stretching with his teammates, still sidelined by elbow inflammation but also 

one relieved starter. 

"I feel really good," the left-hander said. "I'd rather it not be a thing, but I feel good about it." 
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Heaney was diagnosed Monday with no structural damage, the timetable for his return remaining no 

more specific than when the swelling subsides. 

He underwent elbow ligament-replacement surgery in July 2016, which prompted the Angels to take a 

conservative approach when Heaney reported what he called "abnormal soreness" after his most recent 

start. 

"Obviously, anything to do with the elbow, they're going to be really careful with," Heaney said. "They're 

extremely cautious and careful when it comes to getting correct diagnoses." 

If Heaney is unavailable for the start of the season, Nick Tropeano likely would take his place in the 

rotation, with Parker Bridwell also an option. 

Shohei Ohtani's drought ends 

Shohei Ohtani ended an 0-for-14 stretch with an opposite-field single against Arizona's Colin Poche. He 

finished one for four and is three for 28. 

Ohtani will make his next appearance as a pitcher Saturday. The Angels have not announced if he'll work 

in a minor league game or in their Cactus League finale in Arizona against the Diamondbacks. 

Struggling relievers 

Although Alvarez has been steady, a few other relievers have struggled, including Blake Parker(16.20 

ERA), Blake Wood (.452 opponents' batting average) and Keynan Middleton (6.00 ERA). 

Not that the Angels' decision makers are terribly preoccupied with those numbers. 

"Spring-training stats?" general manager Billy Eppler said. "I can't talk about spring-training stats. I don't 

even know what they are." 

Eppler said that the team's evaluators, particularly when it comes to assessing veterans, are more 

focused on things like velocity and tools displayed. 

That's not the case with some Angels fans who have expressed concern via social media about what has 

happened the last month, particularly with a free-agent closer like Greg Holland still unsigned. 

Specifically on Parker, who finished last season as the Angels closer, Eppler dismissed the bloated 

numbers. 

"I've seen him throw some pretty good splits," Eppler said. "The velocity is there. We'll roll with that and 

what he did last year. Nothing there is sounding an alarm in my head yet." 

Trade is finalized 
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The Angels acquired infielder Luis Rengifo from Tampa Bay to complete the Feb. 17 trade of C.J. Cron. 

Rengifo, 21, appeared in 125 Class-A games last season, hitting .250 with 12 home runs and 34 stolen 

bases. He primarily has played second base and shortstop. 

In 35 spring-training at-bats, Cron is hitting .257 with a .773 OPS and one home run for the Rays. 

 

Angels rally in ninth inning, beat Diamondbacks 6-5 

By Jeff Miller 

AT THE PLATE: Zack Cozart hit his second home run of the spring, a solo drive off reliever Yoshihisa 

Hirano in the fifth inning. Kole Calhoun, who had a double and a sacrifice fly, probably wishes the season 

already had started. He's hitting .421 and easily has been the most consistent hitter among the Angels' 

regulars. Ian Kinsler was credited with an RBI when he drew a bases-loaded walk. The Angels won with 

three runs in the bottom of the ninth, two coming on a David Fletcher triple and the final one an Alberto 

Triunfel single. 

ON THE MOUND: Making his case for a spot in the rotation, Parker Bridwell held Arizona scoreless 

through five innings. In the sixth, however, he allowed homers to A.J. Pollack and Steven Souza Jr. as the 

Diamondbacks evened the score 3-3. Bridwell, who was lifted after 5 2/3 innings, struck out five and 

walked two. Luke Bard retired all four batters he faced. A Rule 5 pick from the Minnesota Twins, Bard is 

battling for a final bullpen spot. Keynan Middleton worked a 1-2-3 eighth inning. After giving up one run 

in his first seven appearances, Jose Alvarez surrendered two Tuesday. 

EXTRA BASES: Pitching in a minor league game, Matt Shoemaker gave up one earned run and four hits 

in six innings. He threw 74 pitches. … In the same game, Albert Pujols had two sacrifice flies and a 

strikeout in four plate appearances. 

                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

Ohtani ‘getting better’ with the bat 

Two-way rookie picks up third spring hit Tuesday 

By Maria Guardado 

TEMPE, Ariz. -- Shohei Ohtani snapped an 0-for-14 stretch in Cactus League play by singling off Minor 

League left-hander Colin Poche in the sixth inning of the Angels' 6-5 win over the D-backs on Tuesday at 

Tempe Diablo Stadium. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
https://www.mlb.com/gameday/d-backs-vs-angels/2018/03/20/534168#game_state=final,game_tab=box,game=534168
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It marked Ohtani's first hit in a Major League exhibition game since March 11 against the Rangers. After 

his 1-for-4 showing Tuesday, the left-handed hitter is now 3-for-28 (.107) in 12 Cactus League games this 

spring. All three of Ohtani's hits this spring have been singles. 

Ohtani grounded out to second base in his first two at-bats against D-backs left-hander Robbie Ray 

before flaring a 2-2 pitch from Poche to left-center field in the sixth. Ohtani's final at-bat came in the 

eighth against Minor League right-hander Keegan Long, who induced another groundout to second. 

"They're getting better," manager Mike Scioscia said of Ohtani's at-bats. "I think sometimes as a left-

handed hitter, it's good to see the lefties, and that's what we're looking for. You've got to stay on the 

ball a little bit longer. He did on his base hit. I thought he had some good swings, so we'll keep going." 

Following Wednesday's off-day, Ohtani is scheduled to throw a bullpen Thursday in preparation for his 

next start on the mound Saturday. Scioscia said Ohtani will not hit in a game Thursday, so the earliest he 

could return to the lineup would be Monday against the Dodgers at Dodger Stadium. 

Heaney not concerned by inflamed elbow 

Andrew Heaney, who will miss his next scheduled start due to left elbow inflammation, was back in the 

Angels' clubhouse Tuesday morning after making a brief trip to Southern California to be examined by 

team doctors. Heaney said he isn't concerned about the setback and feels that his condition is already 

improving after taking anti-inflammatory medication. 

"I feel really good," said Heaney, who underwent Tommy John surgery in July 2016. "I'd rather it not be 

a thing, but I feel good about it." 

Heaney, who had allowed six earned runs while walking two and striking out 14 over 11 2/3 innings 

(4.63 ERA) in four Cactus League outings this spring, will be shut down from throwing until the 

inflammation in his surgically repaired elbow subsides. The Angels have not put a timetable on when the 

26-year-old could return to the mound. 

"We're fortunate enough to be a part of an organization that really cares about players' health," Heaney 

said. "They are extremely cautious and careful when it comes to getting correct diagnoses. Sometimes I 

might feel better than what it seems like they are trying to look for, but it's always better to be more 

cautious than to say you're all right." 

Camp battle 

Parker Bridwell blanked the D-backs through the first five innings of his start Tuesday before 

surrendering three runs in the sixth on a leadoff homer by A.J. Pollock and a two-run shot by Steven 

Souza Jr. Bridwell departed after giving up three runs on seven hits while walking two and striking out 

five over 5 2/3 innings. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592662/robbie-ray
http://m.mlb.com/player/571760/andrew-heaney
https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/angels-andrew-heaney-has-elbow-injury/c-269170152
http://m.mlb.com/player/592170/parker-bridwell
http://m.mlb.com/player/572041/aj-pollock
http://m.mlb.com/player/519306/steven-souza-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/519306/steven-souza-jr
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"Parker was great," Scioscia said. "I think early on, his ability to get to both sides of the plate and change 

speeds -- he had a good breaking ball -- was impressive. The third time around, he might have gotten a 

little tired. They've got some pretty good hitters there, and he missed a couple spots." 

With Heaney likely to open the season on the disabled list, the door could be open for Bridwell or Nick 

Tropeano to crack the Angels' rotation. Tropeano had appeared to have the edge entering Tuesday, but 

Bridwell made a push for the spot with his performance against the D-backs. 

"I came in here thinking I had to earn an opportunity off the bat," Bridwell said. "That's just the kind of 

guy I am. I don't want to come in here thinking I'm locked in just because Heaney went down. He's not 

done. He's got a little inflammation. He's a resilient guy, and he'll be back in no time. I wish [good] 

health upon everybody on this team and every other team, but if the opportunity arises for me, then I'll 

take the ball when they give it to me and do my best." 

Pujols takes extra reps 

For the second time in three days, Albert Pujols opted to play in a Minor League game to accrue extra 

at-bats. Pujols, who finished 0-for-2 with two sacrifice flies and a strikeout Tuesday, is batting .278 (10-

for-36) with seven RBIs in 14 Major League exhibition games this spring. 

"He's feeling more comfortable in the box and wants to keep pushing that forward," Scioscia said. 

Shoemaker's day 

Matt Shoemaker started a Minor League game Tuesday, allowing one run on four hits while walking two 

and striking out four over six innings. The Angels have been having most of their starters pitch in Minor 

League games this rotation turn to make sure they get up to the pitch count they need for the start of 

the season. 

Up next: The Angels will enjoy an off-day Wednesday before returning to Cactus League action Thursday 

against the Dodgers at Camelback Ranch. Jaime Barria, who is ranked the Angels' No. 7 prospect by MLB 

Pipeline, is scheduled to start for the Halos. First pitch is scheduled for 7:05 p.m. PT, and the game can 

be viewed on MLB.TV. 

                 FROM MLB.COM       

Angels add Rengifo to complete Cron trade 

By David Adler 

The Angels and Rays have completed the trade that sent C.J. Cron to Tampa Bay last month. The Angels 

announced Tuesday that they have acquired infield prospect Luis Rengifo as the player to be named 

later in the deal. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/607374/nick-tropeano
http://m.mlb.com/player/607374/nick-tropeano
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
http://m.mlb.com/player/533167/matt-shoemaker
http://m.mlb.com/player/642545/jaime-barria
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=ana
https://www.mlb.com/angels/live-stream-games/2018/03/22
http://m.mlb.com/player/543068/cj-cron
http://m.mlb.com/player/650859/luis-rengifo
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The 21-year-old switch-hitter spent the 2017 season at Class A, split between the Rays and Mariners 

organizations. (Tampa Bay acquired Rengifo and two other Minor Leaguers for Mike Marjama and Ryan 

Garton on Aug. 6.) Rengifo played 125 games in total, hitting .250 with 12 home runs, 52 RBIs and 34 

stolen bases. 

Rengifo, who plays primarily shortstop and second base, was originally signed by the Mariners as an 

international free agent out of Venezuela in 2014. 

Cron is set to start at first base for the Rays this season after spending his first four Major League 

seasons in Anaheim. The 28-year-old hit .248 with 16 home runs and 56 RBIs in 100 games for the 

Angels last season. 

                 FROM MiLB.COM       

Farm system rankings: Overall (15-1) 

By Sam Dykstra 

With Spring Training winding down and the 2018 season almost upon us, MiLB.com has looked at the 

state of all 30 farm systems and ranked them, according to certain changing criterion with each edition. 

After looking at position player prospects (30-21, 20-11, 10-1), pitching prospects (30-21, 20-11, 10-1) 

and 21-and-under talent, this edition focuses on the overall talent in each system. Overall rankings 30-

16 can be found at that link. Here are the overall rankings, 15-1: 

9. Los Angeles Angels 

Position players: 10th Pitchers: 9th 

Look, the organization that signed No. 1 overall prospect Shohei Ohtani was going to get a big boost in 

the rankings no matter what, and 12 months ago, no farm system needed a bigger boost than the 

Halos'. But to say this is driven only by the right-hander/designated hitter would be disingenuous. The 

Angels are particularly close in the outfield, with 2017 No. 10 overall pick Jo Adell (No. 62) and Jahmai 

Jones (No. 93) representing them in MLB.com's top 100, and Brandon Marsh not far behind after 

showing off multiple tools at Rookie-level Orem. Michael Hermosillo, a 2013 28th-round pick, also has 

made himself into a Major League option, thanks to his plus speed. There's a decent stable of arms with 

right-handers Chris Rodriguez, Jaime Barria and Griffin Canning working on sticking as starters. 

Also, Kevin Maitan's stock may be down some, but after becoming a free agent because of the Braves' 

international signings scandal, MLB.com's No. 87 prospect brings big upside to his second system. It's 

time to stop thinking about the Angels farm as barren and it's time to buy stock in it because even after 

Ohtani graduates, lots of talent will remain. 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/605357/mike-marjama
http://m.mlb.com/player/623439/ryan-garton
http://m.mlb.com/player/623439/ryan-garton
https://www.milb.com/milb/news/farm-system-rankings-position-players-30-21/c-266757990
https://www.milb.com/milb/news/farm-system-rankings-position-players-20-11/c-266840834
https://www.milb.com/milb/news/farm-system-rankings-position-players-10-1/c-267261914
https://www.milb.com/milb/news/farm-system-rankings-pitchers-30-21/c-267439336
https://www.milb.com/milb/news/farm-system-rankings-pitchers-20-11/c-267656452
https://www.milb.com/milb/news/farm-system-rankings-pitchers-10-1/c-267956204
https://www.milb.com/milb/news/farm-system-rankings-21-and-under-talent/c-268414032
https://www.milb.com/milb/news/farm-system-rankings-overall-30-16/c-269103306
https://www.milb.com/milb/news/farm-system-rankings-overall-30-16/c-269103306
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=660271
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=666176
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=663330
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=663330
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=669016
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=641684
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=669735
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=642545
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=656288
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=670867
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                 FROM ESPN.COM       

Fun-fact faceoff: Why 2018 could be monumental for Mike Trout 

By Sam Miller and David Schoenfield 

The 2017 season was a down year for the Mike Trout fun-fact industry. He played incredibly -- through 

late May, he was probably having his best season -- but a fluke thumb injury came along and spoiled his 

stat-page perfection. Not only did he not challenge 50 homers or a 40/40 season (both seemed within 

reach before he missed six weeks), but for the first time, he didn't lead his league in WAR, he didn't 

score or drive in 100 runs, he didn't finish in the top two MVP spots. A fourth-place finish has never 

been such a letdown. 

But we're bullish on this year's fun-fact potential. With just a typical-for-him season, he'll pass all-time 

greats on some career leaderboards, accomplish things no other player has by age 26 and separate 

himself even more historically from his contemporaries. And so, in anticipation of the amazing fun facts 

that await us, Sam Miller challenged David Schoenfield to a fun-fact faceoff. The rules are simple: If 

Trout has a Trout-like season this year, which fun facts will he be chasing? We're going three rounds, 

and Schoenfield acts first. 

Round 1 

David Schoenfield: We know Trout is obviously one of the best young players of all time. He already 

ranks fourth among position players in career WAR through their age-26 season, tied with Alex 

Rodriguez and trailing only Ty Cobb, Mickey Mantle and Rogers Hornsby. Here's the catch: Trout is just 

now entering his age-26 season. From 2012 to 2017, he averaged 9.1 WAR per season -- a figure that 

includes his injury-shortened 2017 campaign -- and if he reaches that 9.1 figure again in 2018, he'll pass 

Cobb, 64.3 to 63.2. 

But that's not my first Mike Trout fun fact! That one has been widely noted. I was curious to find out 

where, if Trout has another typical Trout season, his seven-year run would rank regardless of age. If he 

has another 9.1 WAR season, here's what that list looks like (position players only): 

 Babe Ruth, 1921-1927: 72.4 

 Willie Mays, 1960-1966: 70.5 

 Ted Williams, 1940-1949: 65.9 (includes missed seasons during World War II) 

 Honus Wagner, 1903 to 1909: 64.9 

 Rogers Hornsby, 1921 to 1927: 64.4 

 Mickey Mantle, 1955 to 1961: 64.1 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30836/mike-trout
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/19451253/is-teams-treat-mike-trout-barry-bonds
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/19504316/still-god-war-doubt-angels-mike-trout
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/19504316/still-god-war-doubt-angels-mike-trout
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 Mike Trout, 2012 to 2018: 63.6 

 Barry Bonds, 1998 to 2004: 63.0 

So the only players above Trout would be Mays, Mantle and four players who accumulated all or, in the 

case of Williams, almost all of their value before the color barrier was broken. The only other players 

with 60 WAR over seven seasons are Eddie Collins, Cobb, Lou Gehrig and Albert Pujols. 

Amazingly, you could actually break Mays' career into two non-overlapping runs of 60 WAR. From 1954 

to 1960, he compiled 63.0 WAR. From 1961 to 1967, 65.4 WAR. So I guess that's a Willie Mays fun fact! 

Sam Miller: I'm glad you started with this one. There are two different ways to process Trout's greatness 

over this first part of his career. One is to say, "Given what he's already done, he's well on his way to 

someday _________." You can fill in that blank with lots of things: He's well on his way to someday 

reaching the top 10 in career WAR, or to someday reaching 3,500 hits, or perhaps even to someday 

challenging the all-time home run record. In other words, he has been amazing, but there's still a lot of 

work to be done to have a truly historically significant career. 

I look forward to those pursuits. But I think even if, at the age of 27, his career suddenly veers into 

oblivion, it shouldn't cheapen what he already has done -- because, as you show, what he already has 

done is one of the greatest peaks in history. One of the 10 greatest -- probably one of the six greatest -- 

and considering he has done it in his first six (soon to be seven) seasons, it's even more impressive. A kid 

born in 1960 turned 40 before he ever got to see anybody play baseball as well as Mike Trout does. (And 

even that was ambiguous because it was Barry Bonds.) These six years have been truly historically 

significant, no matter what happens after them. Don't forget that. 

Now, though, for a second, let's assume the worst happens after them. Let's assume Trout plays this 

season and reaches his (relatively conservative) ZiPS projection: 650 plate appearances, 39 homers, 

.290/.421/.590, around 8.0 WAR. And then, after that, for mysterious reasons, he turns into Tony 

Womack. 

You remember Womack. His rookie season came when he was 27, the age Trout will be in 2019. He stole 

a bunch of bases, played a ton of games but was otherwise barely there. In fact, since 1981, nobody has 

had more plate appearances from age 27 on while producing five or fewer wins above replacement. 

Womack batted more than 5,000 times from 27 on, and the whole time, he was basically as good as the 

minor league free agent you stash in Triple-A. He hit 36 homers. He slugged .357. He was worth 2.0 

WAR. He finally ran out of jobs at age 36. 

If Mike Trout, at age 27, became Tony Womack -- let's even say without the steals! -- and spent his final 

decade of play as one of the league's worst every-day hitters, he'd end up with these final career stats: 

.287/.360/.452, 2,544 runs + RBIs, 1,064 BBs + HBPs, 792 extra-base hits, 65.2 WAR 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/4574/albert-pujols
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Trout could spend more than half his career as Tony Womack, be forced into retirement at 36, and his 

most comparable player would still be a Hall of Famer! 

Ron Santo: .277/.362/.464, 2,469 runs + RBIs, 1,146 BBs + HBPs, 774 extra-base hits, 70.4 WAR. 

Round 2 

Schoenfield: Ah, Tony Womack, a good reminder of something Mike Trout has never done (and 

Womack has): played in a World Series. He even delivered that crucial broken-bat double off Mariano 

Rivera in the ninth inning of Game 7 that tied the score. Some pundits will argue Trout can't be 

compared to the all-time greats until he performs in the postseason (he went 1-for-12 in his lone 

appearance in 2012), but it's not fair to criticize Trout simply because he hasn't had teammates as good 

as Tony Womack's in 2001. Ken Griffey Jr., Frank Thomas, Rod Carew and Ernie Banks never played in a 

World Series and that hasn't diminished their legacies. 

The teammates idea brings me to this: The career record Trout is most likely to break is Rickey 

Henderson's mark for runs scored. Runs are important, so that's a good record! Henderson scored 2,295 

runs. Trout is at 692. Henderson was at 586 at the same age but had monster totals of 146 and 130 the 

next two seasons and would top 100 runs seven more times after that. Trout has averaged 112 runs per 

season over his first six seasons; if he averages that through age 35, he's at 1,812 runs, putting him 

within shouting distance of Henderson. 

Here's the thing, however: If Trout had better teammates, he'd have a lot more runs. You score runs by 

four primary factors: how often you get on base, how often you drive yourself in with a home run, your 

ability to run the bases and the quality of hitters following you in the lineup. Trout excels at the first 

three, but the past three seasons, the Angels have ranked 11th, 10th and 12th in the AL in runs. 

Here's a little study. I looked at the percentage of runs scored per time on base (hit, walk, HBP, reached 

on error) for Trout, Henderson, Alex Rodriguez and Jeff Bagwell in their careers: 

Rodriguez: 42.5 percent 

Henderson: 41.7 percent 

Trout: 40.3 percent 

Bagwell: 38.4 percent 

If Trout had scored runs at the same rate as A-Rod, he'd have 729 runs instead of 692. But remember, 

that's A-Rod's career rate, which includes old, slow and bad-hip A-Rod. He had much higher rates earlier 

in his career. Henderson has the stolen bases, of course, but Trout has the higher career OBP and more 

power than Henderson. 

I included Bagwell because he's the only player since 1950 to score 150 runs in a season -- 152 in 2000. 

That year, he scored 48.7 percent of the time he got on base. That's pretty good. Charlie Blackmon led 

the majors with 137 runs in 2017 and scored 46.1 percent of the time. With RBI machine Don Mattingly 

behind him, Rickey scored 52 percent of the time in 1985. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31084/charlie-blackmon
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Trout has had just one season in his career with a figure approaching those rates. In his rookie season of 

2012, he scored 129 runs in 139 games, scoring 49.2 percent of the time he got on. That was Albert 

Pujols' first -- and best -- season with the Angels, and Torii Hunter had a big year, hitting .312 and driving 

in Trout 26 times. But look at his other seasons: 

2012: 49.2 

2013: 34.1 

2014: 42.1 

2015: 37.1 

2016: 39.7 

2017: 40.2 

So that's my second Mike Trout fun fact: Even though he has never had a Mattingly or Ken Griffey Jr. 

or Nolan Arenado to help him out, he might still break Henderson's record. And maybe a 150-run season 

is possible (go Justin Upton!). 

Miller: Oh, that's a good one. I think a lot about which record Trout is most likely to break -- if any, since 

his signature skill is well-roundedness. Through age 25, he's somewhere between fourth and 10th on a 

bunch of through-that-age leaderboards -- walks and extra-base hits (fourth in each), homers and times 

on base (fifth in each), total bases (seventh) and runs (ninth), but he's usually ahead of the eventual 

record-holder's pace. Runs is a great bet. It'll probably be runs. 

I'm going simple with my second attempt. I'm never not amazed at how fast Trout is climbing certain 

career leaderboards -- not through-that-age leaderboards, but full-on career leaders. At first, he was just 

passing various Angels in franchise record books, but now he's doing despicable things to actual legends' 

places in history. So, if he has a typical-for-him (I'll agree with you on 9.1 WAR) season this year, he will 

pass the following Hall of Famers in career WAR: 

Joe Medwick, Luis Aparicio, Bill Dickey, Joe Gordon, Hank Greenberg, Willie Stargell, Mike Piazza, Yogi 

Berra, Zack Wheat, Harmon Killebrew, Jake Beckley, Jackie Robinson, Home Run Baker, Jesse Burkett, 

Lou Boudreau, Sliding Billy Hamilton, Richie Ashburn, Billy Williams and Dave Winfield; and pitchers Red 

Ruffing, Eppa Rixey, Jim Bunning, Joe McGinnity, Hal Newhouser, Rube Waddell, Don Drysdale, Juan 

Marichal, Dazzy Vance, Dennis Eckersley, Ed Walsh and Mickey Welch. 

He'll pass Ichiro Suzuki this year, and Sammy Sosa and Gary Sheffield and Todd Helton and Mark 

McGwire and Bobby Abreu. A 9.2 WAR season ties him with Willie McCovey, and 9.3 ties him with Andre 

Dawson. (Keep in mind, he's already ahead of a bunch of Hall of Famers, such as George Sisler and Tony 

Perez and Ralph Kiner and Orlando Cepeda.) He'll turn 27 in August! 

In win probability added -- an offense-only counting stat that includes clutchness -- he'll pass Adrian 

Gonzalez, Carlos Beltran and Wade Boggs this year. (He'll be fourth among all active players! He's 26!) If 

he wins the MVP award, he'll pass Alex Rodriguez and move into 10th place all time in MVP shares. (If he 

finishes only second, he'll pass Mike Schmidt and Frank Robinson and Thomas to move into 11th.) If he 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31261/nolan-arenado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28841/justin-upton
https://www.fangraphs.com/library/misc/wpa/
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/5405/adrian-gonzalez
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/5405/adrian-gonzalez
https://www.baseball-reference.com/leaders/mvp_cya.shtml
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wins the award, he'll have more MVP shares than Derek Jeter and Henderson combined, more than 

David Ortiz and Cal Ripken Jr. combined. He already has more black ink -- meaning, statistical categories 

that he led the league in -- than Bagwell, Griffey, Ortiz or Thomas, and with a typical year this year, he'll 

pass Sosa and Duke Snider. He'll pass Mattingly in career home runs this year. These are things he won't 

even need a Tony Womack career to accomplish. He'll have done an awful lot of things. 

Round 3 

Schoenfield: Have we accurately expressed Trout's dominance yet? I hope we have. But if you're still 

hesitant about comparing him to Mays or Mantle or Bonds or Ruth because you believe players of 

yesterday were of unmatched brilliance, here's another variation: Trout's dominance over his peers puts 

him on another level of greatness. 

Using a seven-year period for cumulative WAR and that same 2018 projection for Trout, his WAR from 

2012 to 2018 comes in at 63.6. The No. 2 position player in that period will likely be Josh Donaldson at 

an estimated 44.4 WAR (assuming 6.5 WAR for 2018). There are 18 other players who have accumulated 

55 or more WAR over seven seasons. Leaving aside Ted Williams (whose stretch was interrupted by 

World War II) and using each player's best seven-year stretch, here are the gaps of at least 10 WAR 

between the top players: 

NO. 1 YEARS WAR NO. 2 WAR SPREAD 

Mike Trout 2012-18 63.6 Josh Donaldson 44.4 19.2 

Honus Wagner 1903-09 64.9 Nap Lajoie 51.6 13.3 

Willie Mays 1960-66 70.5 Hank Aaron 57.4 13.1 

Joe Morgan 1971-77 59.1 Rod Carew 46.6 12.5 

Albert Pujols 2003-09 61.6 Alex Rodriguez 50.1 11.5 

Mike Schmidt 1974-80 57.1 George Brett 45.7 11.4 

Ruth was an unmatched force, but Rogers Hornsby was doing similar things at the same time. Gehrig 

was great, but he had Ruth in the same lineup. Cobb and Eddie Collins had the same dominant stretch 

from 1909 to 1915, with Tris Speaker right on their heels. Stan Musial was great, but Jackie Robinson 

wasn't far behind. Mantle had Mays. Young Bonds had Griffey, and old Bonds had A-Rod. In other 

words, those players all had a legitimate rival for "best player in the game." 

Trout? He towers over everyone. He has no rival. Maybe you think this is some quirk of history. It could 

be, although I don't believe that's the case. If anything, the game is deeper with better and more 

talented athletes than ever before and Trout still manages to crush his peers with his all-around 

brilliance. Here's another way to look at it: If you take the top seven players in WAR in 2017 -- Jose 

Altuve, Aaron Judge, Giancarlo Stanton, Joey Votto, Nolan Arenado, Andrelton Simmons and Jose 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/leaders/black_ink.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/leaders/black_ink.shtml
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29563/josh-donaldson
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31662/jose-altuve
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31662/jose-altuve
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33192/aaron-judge
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30583/giancarlo-stanton
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28670/joey-votto
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31728/andrelton-simmons
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32801/jose-ramirez
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Ramirez -- their combined WAR adds up 52.7. Trout could miss the entire 2018 season and his seven-

year total would still be higher than that group's combined total. 

Miller: Well, speaking of "towering over his peers" ... 

My last one is a little complicated, and I'm not sure I'll land it. But here goes: If Mike Trout has a typical 

Mike Trout year this year, there's a pretty good chance he'll be more valuable than all the players 

drafted ahead of him combined are this season. Even more incredibly, he still has a shot at being more 

valuable in his career than all of them combined. 

Here's how I figure. There were 23 players picked before him. (Plus his former teammate Randal 

Grichuk, but you shouldn't count Randal Grichuk.) So far, the 23 of them are winning the race. Trout has 

55.2 career WAR; the 23 players deemed better than him have 97.4 WAR. 

But baseball is a game of attrition. While Trout is arguably reaching his prime, a lot of his draft class has 

already gotten hurt, peaked and descended, or even retired. Few of those 23 players are still adding 

significant value. 

In fact, only seven had positive WARs in the majors last year. Four others appeared in the majors with 

negative WARs. (Nine are retired or pitching in independent leagues, and the final three are bouncing 

around as minor league veterans.) The 11 who appeared in the majors project this year to be worth ... 

10 WAR. Just enough to edge a typical Mike Trout year. But not enough to edge an excellent Mike Trout 

year, and heavily dependent on the health of Stephen Strasburg. 

Whether the 23 will hold off Trout for the long term likewise depends on Strasburg and A.J. Pollock. My 

guess is Trout will end up around 140 career WAR -- behind Hank Aaron but ahead of Tris Speaker, sixth 

all time among position players. If he does, the 23 need to add another 43 WAR. Right now, with 

Strasburg healthy and dominating, that looks like an easy ask. But pitchers are fragile and their peaks 

sometimes fleeting. Strasburg's most similar pitchers through age 28 include those who were stars well 

into their late 30s (Roy Halladay, David Cone) and those who added almost nothing after 28 (Tim 

Lincecum, Matt Morris). The median outcome of his comps is around 15 additional WAR. 

I don't think Trout will catch the 23. Even if Strasburg or Pollock doesn't significantly expand the lead, 

one of Mike Leake, Shelby Miller, Mike Minor or Kyle Gibson will have an unexpectedly long and 

effective career tail. There are too many players still active for Trout to dodge them all. But even by 

Trout's age-26 season, almost half of his draft peers have gone dark. It's extremely likely he'll eventually 

outlast the rest -- that after his final rival has retired, he'll still be putting up three, six, maybe even nine 

wins a season. 

Fun fact: He's really good. 

 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32801/jose-ramirez
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Way-too-early MLB trade deadline preview: Which buyers should be all-in? 

By Bradford Doolittle 

Last week, I peeked ahead at the still-distant trade deadline to identify teams that in a few months 

might be trying to exchange veteran talent for future assets. If there are sellers, there have to be buyers, 

right? Let's assume that there will be and look at teams that might be adding talent for a playoff push 

during the coming season. 

Teams were marked as likely buyers if they have at least a 20 percent probability of reaching the 

postseason, as determined by projection-based simulations of the 2018 season. The group is ranked 

according to Prospect Points -- a calculation made using aggregated prospect rankings from ESPN's Keith 

Law and Baseball America. The more points you have, the deeper your pool of high-ceiling young talent, 

making it that much easier to spring a big finishing-piece trade when the end of July rolls around -- in 

theory. 

Contention status (buy maybe, buy probably, buy now) and Win Ranges are based on projections from 

my forecasting system, MLBPET. 

Los Angeles Angels 

STATUS: Buy probably 

WIN RANGE: 75 to 95 

PROSPECT POINTS: 1,716.0 

Potential deadline target as buyers: Michael Fulmer 

Most tradable prospect: Leonardo Rivas 

Best trade piece if they become surprise sellers: Martin Maldonado 

The Angels' ranking here is a bit skewed in that their prospect points are inflated by the presence of 

Shohei Ohtani. Although L.A.'s farm system is gradually improving, it still isn't deep in the kind of high-

ceiling types that might bring back an impact starter in July, should the Angels need one. And you figure 

they will. Even if Ohtani irons out his spring problems, consider this: The Angels' top eight players in 

2018 salary are all position players. 

It isn't hard to see the Angels contending for an AL wild card. But it is tough to envision that quest being 

bolstered by a high-profile trade candidate such as Cole Hamels or Madison Bumgarner. If an ace such as 

that becomes available, there will be other suitors who can outbid the Angels. That's why, as much as 

any team, the Angels should save Alex Cobb from free-agent limbo. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/22724491/way-too-early-mlb-trade-deadline-preview-which-stars-sellers-deal
http://www.espn.com/mlb/insider/story/_/id/22200858/keith-law-top-prospects-2018
http://www.espn.com/mlb/insider/story/_/id/22200858/keith-law-top-prospects-2018
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/laa/los-angeles-angels
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30289/martin-maldonado
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/6216/cole-hamels
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29949/madison-bumgarner
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       FROM FANRAG SPORTS NETWORK      

Angels need to be honest with Shohei Ohtani 

By Jonathan Bernhardt 

Shohei Ohtani: He hasn’t been good. 

That is not something to write on his tombstone, certainly, but spring training hasn’t been kind to the 

newest and most-ballyhooed signing of the Los Angeles Angels this offseason. Of course, when your 

other big signings are Zack Cozart (decent if kind of uninspiring!) and outfielder Chris Young (everyone 

needs depth!), that might not be the biggest hurdle to clear. 

Young is not having a great spring either (a .333 OPS in only two games, and it’s the two games that are 

concerning given that he signed in February — he has a calf sprain and will be out until at least Opening 

Day), but everyone knows who Chris Young is in the major leagues: He is a guy who can play any outfield 

position and can get on base and slug against lefties. 

Shohei Ohtani? There’s a little more uncertainty about him. 

The idea, of course, is that Ohtani would come over and immediately slot into the major league lineup 

and rotation for the Angels. He was one of the biggest stars in Nippon Professional Baseball during his 

five years in that league, both at the plate and on the mound. For three of his seasons there, he started 

more than 20 games as a pitcher and appeared in over 70 games as a batter, over the course of a 143-

game season. The hype around his value is based mainly off his 2016 season, when he had a 1.86 ERA in 

140 innings pitched and a 1.004 OPS in 382 plate appearances. That is known to be, colloquially 

speaking, “pretty good.” 

Ohtani has a 27.00 ERA in 2.2 IP and a .298 OPS in 28 PA with the Angels in spring training, against 

competition that — given the number of minor leaguers involved — can’t be said to be strictly worse 

than the range of talent he faced in NPB. Comparing the two leagues directly is always something of a 

sucker’s bet; the top talent is on par with the majors, while the bottom range of the scale hits below 

what (most) major league teams are willing to field at any given time. It’s certainly misleading — not to 

mention insulting — to try to peg the competition level in NPB to Triple-A or Double-A or any American 

minor league paradigm; it’s just not how things work in the real world. That said, it would be 

understandable if there was an adjustment period for Ohtani coming over to Major League Baseball. 

It doesn’t seem to pass the smell test that he should spend that adjustment period in the minor leagues, 

unless the real consideration here involves service time. Ohtani has leverage related to that particular 

stumbling block most minor leaguers don’t have, which is that he can “retire” from Major League 

Baseball at any time and return to Japan, where he remains incredibly marketable and a known and 

rising star. Moreover, while the distribution of top-end talent in MLB might be more challenging than in 

NPB, it’s very, very difficult to argue that he needs more seasoning as a professional player — he has 
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already excelled on Japan’s biggest stage, and no matter how in love you are with American 

exceptionalism and MLB being the greatest league in the world, crowds are crowds. Ohtani knows how 

to pitch in front of them. Yours isn’t particularly special, Yankee fans. 

Moreover, the Angels are already setting up their rotation with Ohtani in mind. Going back to a five-man 

setup just to spread it out to six when Ohtani inevitably tears up the Angels’ Triple-A affiliate (and good 

luck getting your Triple-A guys on the same page regarding his special circumstances in under a week, if 

you’re going to demote him) seems like a massive disruption for no real tangible benefit. 

The Angels are a long shot to compete this year anyway. If Ohtani can’t handle it after two months, send 

him down and start having a conversation with him about the future. But spring training is spring 

training. Teams are rational about it when guys are hitting and pitching well over their heads. They 

should be rational about it when they’re not, too. 

 

Ceiling still rising – somehow – for Mike Trout 

By Jordy McElroy 

In a year where baseball witnessed the rise of Aaron Judge and Cody Bellinger, Los Angeles Angels 

center fielder Mike Trout went unnoticed — at least for him. 

There are few good reasons for a six-time MLB All-Star, two-time American League MVP, five-time Silver 

Slugger, and 2014 Hank Aaron Award winner to miss the majority of the spotlight at a time when 

baseball appeared to be finding its legs. 

Trout wasn’t the gargantuan, brutish hitting machine like Judge, and he also wasn’t fortunate enough to 

play on a team that had the league’s best record like Bellinger’s Los Angeles Dodgers. He’s a lone 

standout on a team that’s only been to the playoffs once in the last eight seasons. 

While others bathe in the spotlight, Trout continues to hone his craft to perfection. 

Spring training, a period where people overanalyze meaningless stats, has served as the backdrop for a 

rare and spectacular feat for the perennial All-Star. 

He has yet to strike out in 41 plate appearances, leading some to believe he’s actually getting better. 

That hardly seems possible considering he’s already the best player in baseball, but we could be 

witnessing the beginning of truly special season. When speaking with the Orange County Register, 

Angels assistant hitting coach Paul Sorrento claimed Trout could be a generational kind of talent that 

comes around “every 20-25 years.” 

“It’s not like we made it a priority for Mike,” said Sorrento. “I think Mike just keeps evolving as a player. 

He keeps getting better and better. I don’t think it’s a conscious effort. …As crazy as it sounds. I don’t 

https://www.ocregister.com/2018/03/20/can-you-guess-what-mike-trout-hasnt-done-this-spring/
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think he’s tapped his full potential really. He’s getting older. He’s getting smarter at the plate. He’s got a 

better concept of the pitches he can and can’t handle, which is really very few. I think he’s just evolving, 

getting better and better every year. I don’t know what his ceiling is. Hopefully, it’s a lot higher. We’re 

looking at someone who comes around once every 20-25 years.” 

Trout is certainly on the right track coming off season where he slashed at .306/.442/.629. He also 

finished with the second-best slugging and on-base percentage. Those numbers could actually improve 

if he’s able to clean up some of the strikeouts (94 last season). 

Then again, that’s nitpicking a player that is clearly on track to being immortalized in Cooperstown 

someday. Trout might be playing to the backdrop in an era filled with flashier talent, but he’s well on his 

way toward being seated and remembered alongside legends by the time he’s finished playing. 

        FROM NBC SPORTS       

Mike Trout has yet to strike out this spring 

By Bill Baer 

Everyone is well aware of how good Angels outfielder Mike Trout is at the game of baseball. The 26-

year-old is already an all-time great, having won two MVP awards — and arguably deserving of two 

others — and the 2012 Rookie of the Year Award. He has accrued 54.2 WAR, per Baseball Reference, 

which is right around the threshold for a Hall of Fame career. Trout does it all: he draws walks, he hits 

for average, he hits for power, he steals bases, he plays good defense. 

But here’s an achievement that is amazing even for a player like Trout: he has yet to strike out this 

spring. In 41 Cactus League plate appearances, he has 10 hits (including a triple and two homers) and six 

walks with zero strikeouts. Across his career, Trout has a 21.5 percent strikeout rate, right around the 

league average. He isn’t usually such a stickler for avoiding the punch-out, but this spring he is. 

To put this in perspective, 134 players this spring have struck out at least 10 times, according to 

MLB.com. 938 players have struck out at least once. The only other players to have taken at least 10 at-

bats without striking out this spring are Humberto Arteaga (Royals, 23 AB), Tony Cruz (Reds, 18 

AB), Oscar Hernandez (Red Sox, 10 AB), and Jacob Stallings (Pirates, 18 AB). 

According to Angels assistant hitting coach Paul Sorrento, the lack of strikeouts hasn’t been a conscious 

effort from Trout, Jeff Fletcher of the Orange County Register reports. Ho hum. The best player in 

baseball is apparently getting even better. 

 

 

 

http://www.rotoworld.com/player/mlb/5983/mike-trout
http://www.rotoworld.com/player/mlb/8073/oscar-hernandez
http://www.rotoworld.com/player/mlb/8774/jacob-stallings
https://www.ocregister.com/2018/03/20/can-you-guess-what-mike-trout-hasnt-done-this-spring/
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        FROM USA TODAY       

Shohei Ohtani, Angels undaunted by rocky spring: ‘He’s going to wow us,’ says 

Mike Trout 

By Bob Nightengale 

PARADISE VALLEY, Ariz. - The dozens of reporters who stake out the Los Angeles Angels’ parking lot each 

morning, awaiting Shohei Ohtani’s arrival, staring at him while he dresses, dissecting every movement 

on the field, and asking him to evaluate his performance each game, aren’t around this evening. 

It’s a promotional event, set up by an autograph trading card company, Panini America, which holds his 

exclusive rights in that space. If you want to talk to Ohtani, provided a rare one-on-one interview, you 

have 15 minutes to get your questions in while sitting in a private room in the back of a swanky resort. 

Now, granted a limited peek, you find out he has no hobby except for those occasional golf outings with 

teammate Blake Wood, where on a good day, he may shoot 100. He loved meeting teammates Mike 

Trout and Albert Pujols, but his lifelong idol is Ichiro Suzuki. He would treasure the experience of facing 

him, and even bat against him, if Suzuki is serious about taking the mound. 

The worst moment of camp was when Trout, pitcher Andrew Heaney and himself lost to his own 

interpreter, trainer and staff member in a 3-on-3 pickup basketball game. His favorite evening? A night 

golfing event set up by Trout. He couldn’t understand why most of the Angels’ morning meetings 

resembled a stand-up comedy show led by manager Mike Scioscia, and now he gets the humor, finds 

them hysterically funny. 

That’s it. Nothing deep. He doesn’t share why he picked the Angels over his other six finalists. He won’t 

detail his decision to forgo a potential $200 million package by waiting two more years in Japan instead 

of playing for the minimum $545,000 this season. And forget any idea he’ll disclose anything about his 

personal life, or even if he plans to get a driver’s license after never bothering with one in Japan. 

Ohtani arrived seven weeks ago as baseball’s greatest mystery, a 23-year-old Japanese player trying to 

become the first player since Babe Ruth in 1919 to be a starting pitcher and an everyday player. 

He’ll leave spring training camp this weekend shrouded in the same mystery, with rival teams and 

scouts doubting whether he can even handle either one, predicting that his spring training struggles will 

leave him in the minors to open the season. 

Ohtani does not speak English and barely understands a few words, but as he listens to the scathing 

criticism, he breaks into a grin, nods his head, and in Japanese would love to shout out to the world: 

Mattari Suru Hito. 

Loose translation: “Chill out, people.’’ 
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Well, we’ve got a secret for you: 

Ohtani isn’t going anywhere. 

Ohtani will be on the Angels’ opening-day roster, two high-ranking Angels executives told USA TODAY 

Sports on the condition of anonymity since no roster decisions need to be revealed until March 29. He’s 

tentatively scheduled to pitch their third game of the season, March 31, against the Athletics at Oakland 

Coliseum. He also is scheduled to be in their opening-day lineup as their starting DH. 

Ohtani’s roster spot will come in spite of his unsightly 16.20 ERA in two spring-training games, an 

exhibition against the Tijuana Toros and one minor-league game - yielding 15 earned runs and 18 hits in 

8 1/3 innings. He has been worse at the plate, hitting .111 with three singles in 28 at-bats, snapping a 0-

for-14 skid on Tuesday with a single to left field. 

His struggles have been the talk of all of baseball, with many of those same teams who coveted him now 

wondering if he can even make it. 

It’s enough to make his agent scream, Ohtani to shrug and roll his eyes, and the Angels to vigorously 

defend him. 

“He understands,’’ Ippei Mizuhara, Ohtani’s interpreter, tells USA TODAY Sports. “He realizes how much 

attention he’s getting. That’s why they’re looking at the spring training stats. 

“But it doesn’t bother him. He’s going to keep doing the same thing. 

“Really, it is not bothering him.’’ 

Unless Ohtani is the best actor since Leonardo DiCaprio, the Angels are convinced he is unfazed. He 

looks the same on the mound whether he’s striking out D.J. LeMahieu on a 98-mph fastball or watching 

Nolan Arrenado homer over the left-field fence. 

Even at the plate, where he puts on a daily show in batting practice with the most power on the team, 

he hasn’t broken a bat in frustration, let alone cursed in anger at any of his nine strikeouts. 

“He’s not panicking, not at all,’’ Angels GM Billy Eppler says. “From a GM or a manager standpoint, that’s 

comforting. 

“When your players are calm, you’re calm, too.’’ 

Says Angels hitting coach Eric Hinske: “I know the results aren’t there, and his timing is off, but the kid is 

super positive. He hasn’t lost any of that swag. Once the lights turn, and the third deck shows up, he 

should show what he’s all about.’’ 
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Pitching coach Charles Nagy says: “He’s healthy, the ball is coming out of his hand just fine, and he 

hasn’t missed a turn. Look, I never had the best spring training either. I had my ass handed to me a lot. 

But I knew I’d be ready when the season starts, just like Shohei will.’’ 

Still, the Angels aren’t going to lie to you, there is concern. They see the long, slow swing with his hands 

high in the air, power pitchers who are dominating him, and those unsettling him with inside fastballs. 

They see the inconsistency of his breaking pitches while on the mound, noticing that when he gets into 

trouble, he tends to throw softer than harder as if he questions his arsenal. 

As they remind themselves each morning in their staff meetings, it is only spring training. It’s the same 

spring training where 17 years ago Ichiro Suzuki was a struggling rookie hearing the same scouting 

criticism, and Seattle Mariners manager Lou Piniella questioning whether he would ever hit. The same 

spring training where the Milwaukee Brewers wondered if they should release Nori Aoki. The same 

spring where the Los Angeles Dodgers doubted whether Hideo Nomo could be successful at the big-

league level. 

Now, here we are again, playing meaningless exhibition games, and rival scouts are questioning Ohtani’s 

ability, wondering whether the Babe Ruth of Japan will become the Ryan Leaf of baseball, an all-time 

flop. 

“There are always going to be doubters,’’ says agent Nez Balelo of Creative Artists Agency. “The head 

scratcher for me is the organizations and scouts that are doubting him now, that didn’t get him, are the 

same teams and scouts four months ago telling me he is the next chosen one." 

The Angels still believe, saying they will back their own words with actions. Ohtani, 6-foot-4, 204 

pounds, is remaining in the starting rotation, and will pitch once every six or seven days. He will 

available to be their starting DH three times a week, skipping the days before and after he pitches. 

And there is zero talk of telling Ohtani the workload will be too much, forcing him to strictly focus on 

pitching and give up hitting. 

“You don’t recruit the No. 1 quarterback in the United States to go play at the University of Alabama,’’ 

says Eppler, “and then have him show up and say, “Yeah, you’re working with the defense now.’ You just 

don’t do that. 

“We’ve seen the ability. We’ve seen the track record. We believe that the NTP is the closest of all 

leagues to Major League Baseball as you can get, and he dominated that league. 

“Just like with any player, you give them the opportunity before addressing something.’’ 

While it has been easy to chastise Ohtani’s performance this spring, many of the scouts who evaluated 

him in Japan believe he’ll be a star. Sure, maybe he’ll have to give up the hitting one day, particularly 

with his right pitching hand exposed while batting left handed, but with his arsenal of pitches (95-98 
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mph fastball, devastating slider, sharp curveball, and split-finger), he could be a perennial All-Star on the 

mound. 

“I don’t like a lot of the negative things being said assessed on his performance here,’’ said one veteran 

scout who watched him in Japan, speaking on condition of anonymity because he's not authorized to 

publicly discuss scouting reports. “It’s so unfair. He’s young. He’s had zero opportunity to transition. 

There so many different things here with the mound, the dirt, the size of the ball, the lack of humidity 

here in Arizona. 

“I don’t know whether he’ll hit over here, but I know he can pitch, and he’s going to be a great one.’’ 

The world will be watching. The Angels, who had 185 media members attend Ohtani’s introductory 

spring-training press conference, will have about 50 to 65 Japanese reporters covering him on an 

everyday basis. His first appearance against Ichiro Suzuki - the earliest showdown could be May 4-6 in 

Seattle - will be a global broadcast event. 

“I’m looking forward to it,’’ Ohtani said, “but I still need to make the team and earn my playing time. If 

one day I’m able to be on the same field as him, that will make me very happy. 

“Someone my age, 23, facing Ichiro, that would be a great experience.’’ 

And if Ohtani lives up to the hype, the Angels will suddenly possess a multi-national star along with the 

greatest player on the planet. 

“It’s going to be a pretty crazy year for sure,’’ says Trout, the two-time MVP. “He just gives off these 

great vibes. I know it’s going to be tough on him doing both things, but I think he’s going to wow us. 

“Really, I think he’ll wow everyone.’’ 

The warm-act may have been tough on the ears, and, of course, the eyes, but in a week, Shohei Time 

starts for real. 

“This is everything I always wanted,’’ Ohtani says. “Hopefully, I can make people happy.’’ 

 

Opening Day countdown: Justin Turner, Shohei Ohtani and other MLB questions 

that need answers 

By Jesse Yomtov 

With less than 10 days until the Major League Baseball season gets underway, there's still plenty of 

uncertainty surrounding injuries, rotations, lineups and free agents. 
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Here's a look at four of the most pressing questions lingering: 

Who’s at third for the Dodgers? 

Justin Turner's broken wrist won't require surgery but could sideline him for about two months, and the 

Dodgers are going to miss his production. Fortunately, the defending NL champions have a ton of 

defensive versatility on the roster. 

Logan Forsythe could see the bulk of the time, which would mean Chase Utley getting more at-bats at 

second and Kike' Hernandez filling in as needed. Backup catcher Austin Barnes can also play second 

base. 

"It obviously makes a lot of sense to have Logan over there a lot more at third, and to kind of put 

together some guys at second base, and leave Chris (Taylor) in center field," Dodgers manager Dave 

Roberts said. 

Should Ohtani start in the minors? 

Things haven’t gone great in spring training for the Angels' highly-touted two-way player. Shohei Ohtani 

has made two starts as a pitcher, giving up eight earned runs in 2 2/3 innings, and has been hit just as 

hard in minor league games. At the plate, he's 2-for-24 with nine strikeouts. 

It sounds like Ohtani will be breaking camp with the team, but why rush him into major league action 

once the season begins? With Garrett Richards and Tyler Skaggs healthy, the Angels have an abundance 

of starting pitchers. A few starts and a bunch of at-bats for Ohtani the minors could do him a world of 

good before he makes his big-league debut. 

Where will Cobb land? 

While deals materialized for Jake Arrieta and Lance Lynn, righty Alex Cobb is still on the market. The 30-

year-old pitched well for Tampa Bay last year after missing all of 2015 and most of 2016 following 

Tommy John surgery.  

A team who hopes to contend – like the Brewers – could sign Cobb to a one-year deal at a bargain-

basement price. With the season less than two weeks away, Cobb would need time to prepare after he 

signs anyway, so maybe suitors will wait to see how things go the first few weeks of the season. 

How are the Yankees going to line up? 

The Yankees have a murderers’ row of sorts with Aaron Judge, Giancarlo Stanton and Gary Sanchez. 

They’re all going to hit homers no matter where they are in the lineup, but new manager Aaron Boone 

could look to split up the righties with Didi Gregorious batting third or Greg Bird folded into the middle 

of the lineup. 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/mlb/2018/03/20/roberts-says-turners-broken-wrist-wont-need-surgery/33119531/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/mlb/2018/03/20/roberts-says-turners-broken-wrist-wont-need-surgery/33119531/
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Naturally, how the Yankees break from the gate won't necessarily indicate a long-term strategy - 

particularly with J.A. Happ getting the opening-day nod for the Toronto Blue Jays. 

So even with an opening-day deadline ostensibly lurking, there's always time for adjustments. 

 

        FROM BLEACHER REPORT      

MLB Position Power Rankings 2018: B/R’s Top 30 Outfielders 

By Joel Reuter 

We've set out to identify the top 30 outfielders in Major League Baseball heading into the 2018 season. 

A few things to consider before we get started: 

 League averages: For the sake of reference, the league average triple-slash line for an 

outfielder last season was .260/.332/.436. 

 Eligibility: To be considered for inclusion, a player must have played at least 300 innings 

in the outfield. Exceptions were made for expected position changes (yes to Dee Gordon 

and Rhys Hoskins, no to Khris Davis) and injuries (Adam Eaton). 

For fantasy baseball fans, think of this as a big board of the position if the entire league was doing a 

redraft for one all-or-nothing season in 2018. 

Someone like Andrew Benintendi has more upside than Brett Gardner going forward, but is he going to 

be better this coming year? 

Let's find out. 

13. Justin Upton, Los Angeles Angels 

Age: 30 

2017 Offensive: 135 OPS+, .273/.361/.540, 79 XBH (35 HR), 109 RBI, 100 R 

2017 Defensive: 8 DRS, 3.5 UZR/150 

WAR: 5.7 

Outlook 

https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=of&stats=bat&lg=all&qual=0&type=1&season=2017&month=0&season1=2017&ind=0&team=0,ss&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/u/uptonju01.shtml
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=5222&position=OF
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/u/uptonju01.shtml


March 21, 2018  Page 31 of 38 
 

Before the sky fell on this year's free-agent class, Justin Upton signed a five-year, $106 million deal to 

stay with the Los Angeles Angels after originally opting out of the final four years of the contract he 

signed with the Detroit Tigers. 

It's almost impossible to believe Upton is still just 30 years old, as the No. 1 overall pick in the 2005 draft 

made his MLB debut at the age of 19 and was an everyday player by the following season. 

Along the way, he's quietly piled up some impressive counting numbers with 256 home runs and 812 

RBI, to go along with a 121 OPS+ for his career. 

He fits better in left field than right field defensively and he's capable of stealing 20 bases when he 

decides to be aggressive on the bases, so another five-WAR season is well within reach. 

1. Mike Trout, Los Angeles Angels 

Age: 26 

2017 Offensive: 187 OPS+, .306/.442/.629, 61 XBH (33 HR), 72 RBI, 92 R 

2017 Defensive: -6 DRS, -7.3 UZR/150 

WAR: 6.7 

Outlook 

No big surprise here, right? 

Mike Trout has been widely regarded as the best player on the planet for years now, but his game is still 

evolving. 

The progression of his walk and strikeout rates is the perfect example: 

 2014: 83 BB (11.8%), 184 K (26.1%) 

 2015: 92 BB (13.5%), 158 K (23.2%) 

 2016: 116 BB (17.0%), 137 K (20.1%) 

 2017: 94 BB (18.5%), 90 K (17.8%) 

He's still getting better, folks. 

If not for a torn ligament in his left thumb, he likely would have put together a career year last season. 

With a better supporting cast, bigger and better things could be coming in 2018. 

 

http://bleacherreport.com/mlb
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/u/uptonju01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/t/troutmi01.shtml
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=10155&position=OF
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/t/troutmi01.shtml
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        FROM SPORTING NEWS      

The top-rated players in ‘MLB The Show 18’ and the debut of Shohei Ohtani 

By Bryan Wiedey 

Only a handful of elite players land at or near the top of the ratings scale in "MLB The Show," and this 

year four begin the season at 99 Overall with another just a single point behind them. 

That represents an increase at the upper echelon from the start of last season. Mike Trout and Clayton 

Kershaw return at the top along with Jose Altuve, who earned the 99 distinction in the middle of last 

season. Kenley Jansen and Nolan Arenado are the newcomers to the group. "MLB The Show 18" has 29 

players rated 90 or above, which is a threshold that has seen decreasing numbers in recent years. 

 

The New York Yankees enter the season with the best roster in the league, according to the game. The 

team features a lineup that includes three players rated 90+ and 13 who are rated 80 or above. 

Trailing close behind are the Washington Nationals (3 90+, 11 80+), reigning champion Houston Astros (2 

90+, 13 80+) and the Los Angeles Dodgers (2 90+ and 13 80+). Houston has a remarkable 10 

players rated at least 86. The Mets are the only other team with three 90+ rated players while the Cubs, 

Red Sox, Giants, Indians and Mariners all feature rosters with double-digit players rated 80+. 

 

To no one's surprise, the Miami Marlins are the weakest team in the game with only two players above 

an 80 (the highest an 83) following their off-season fire sale. 

'MLB The Show 18' top-rated players 

99 Overall 

Mike Trout (LAA, CF) 

Jose Altuve (HOU, 2B) 

Clayton Kershaw (LAD, SP) 

Kenley Jansen (LAD, CP) 

 

98 Overall 

Nolan Arenado (COL, 3B) 

 

95 Overall 

Chris Sale (BOS, SP) 

Andrew Miller (CLE, RP) 

 

94 Overall 

Max Scherzer (WAS, SP) 

Kris Bryant (CHC, 3B) 
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Josh Donaldson (TOR, 3B) 

 

93 Overall 

Aaron Judge (NYY, OF) 

Bryce Harper (WAS, OF) 

Corey Kluber (CLE, SP) 

 

92 Overall 

Stephen Strasburg (WAS, SP) 

Noah Syndergaard (NYM, SP) 

Brian Dozier (MIN, 2B) 

Joey Votto (CIN, 1B) 

Paul Goldschmidt (ARI, 1B) 

Buster Posey (SF, C) 

 

91 Overall 

Gary Sanchez (NYY, C) 

Aroldis Chapman (NYY, CP) 

Roberto Osuna (TOR, CP) 

Zack Greinke (ARI, SP) 

Madison Bumgarner (SF, SP) 

 

90 Overall 

Ken Giles (HOU, CP) 

Craig Kimbrel (BOS, CP) 

Brad Hand (SD, CP) 

Yoenis Cespedes (NYM, OF) 

Jacob DeGrom (NYM, SP) 

 

89 Overall 

Freddie Freeman (ATL, 1B) 

Francisco Lindor (CLE, SS) 

Adrian Beltre (TEX, 3B) 

Zach Britton (BAL, CP) 

Manny Machado (BAL, 3B) 

Mookie Betts (BOS, OF) 

Giancarlo Stanton (NYY, OF) 

Chris Devenski (HOU, RP) 

Anthony Rendon (WAS, 3B) 

Wade Davis (COL, CP) 

Rich Hill (LAD, SP) 

Justin Turner (LAD, 1B) 
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88 Overall 

Carlos Carrasco (CLE, SP) 

Jose Ramirez (CLE, 3B) 

James Paxton (SEA, SP) 

David Robertson (NYY, RP) 

Wilson Contreras (CHC, C) 

Christian Yelich (MIL, OF) 

Felipe Rivero (PIT, CP) 

Corey Seager (LAD, 3B) 

Cody Bellinger (LAD, 1B) 

Shohei Ohtani in 'MLB The Show 18' 

"MLB The Show 18" also features the highly anticipated debut of Shohei Ohtani. In an unorthodox move, 

Ohtani will be available on the game's shipped roster. 

 

The usual procedure for rookies is that they aren't added to the game until they become a member of 

the MLBPA, which requires an appearance in a major league game. That means rookies who get their 

first action early in a season typically don't make it into a roster update until mid-April. Developer SCEA, 

however, reached an agreement individually with Ohtani for his rights, which allowed them to include 

him before that milestone happens. 

 

Ohtani enters the league with a very favorable rating of 86 Overall. That ranks him at a potential All-Star 

level before even throwing a pitch or making a plate appearance. Only 16 starting pitchers across the 

league rate higher than Ohtani. He's listed as a starting pitcher, but has corner outfield as a secondary 

position. It's still unclear whether a system has been put in place that will allow him to play the field or 

DH on non-pitching days. 

 

Entering the league as one of the most anticipated rookies ever makes it somewhat understandable that 

he's been rated so highly, but his performance in spring training has not backed up the hype, and it isn't 

even a certainty that he'll begin the season on the big-league club.  

 

"MLB The Show 18" releases on Friday, March 23 for those who have pre-ordered and then goes wide 

on Tuesday, March 27 for PlayStation 4. Yankees slugger Aaron Judge is featured on the cover.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.sportingnews.com/mlb/news/shohei-ohtani-ronald-acuna-spring-training-stats-angels-braves-opening-day-roster/850p0fyyc3w619fc341kz8z05
http://www.sportingnews.com/ca/mlb/news/mlb-the-show-18-cover-aaron-judge-yankees-news-release-date-ratings-ps4/1h04302tqedzk11dixgvnoa2xa
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        FROM FANGRAPHS       

2018 Positional Power Rankings: First Base 

By Travis Sawchik 

First base is at an interesting place. There remains plenty of familiar star power at the top of FanGraphs 

position rankings here, from Paul Goldschmidt to Anthony Rizzo to Joey Votto, the type of lineup-

anchoring sluggers you expect to find at a position that is typically a run-production workhorse. There 

are also emerging young stars like Cody Bellinger and perhaps Matt Olson. 

And first base has become home to a growing number of fly-ball revolutionaries, players attempting to 

make swing changes to get under the ball and save or extend careers standing by improving their overall 

offensive efficiency. It makes sense that players like Yonder Alonso, Logan Morrison and Ryan 

Zimmerman would be among those motivated to launch more pitches into the air since they don’t have 

much defensive versatility to fall back upon. 

First base, from a production standpoint, also appears to be a healthy place. First basemen led all 

position groups with a 113 wRC+ last season, their second-highest mark of the last decade. First 

basemen also produced their collective second-highest WAR total (80.7) of the last 10 years. 

But the position has become crowded and so loaded with offensive sources that free-agent first 

basemen were having trouble finding work this winter. Power has become so common, so easy to find, 

it’s become devalued. For instance, Morrison hit 38 home runs last season and posted a 130 wRC+ but 

had to settle for a one-year, $2.5-million deal. 

Angels (Rank: 28) 

Name PA AVG OBP SLG wOBA Bat BsR Fld WAR 

Luis Valbuena  350 .227 .320 .426 .320 0.5 -0.8 -1.1 0.4 

Albert Pujols  280 .255 .305 .420 .307 -2.6 -1.4 -0.3 0.0 

Jefry Marte  35 .235 .300 .414 .306 -0.3 -0.0 -0.1 0.0 

Chris Carter  35 .211 .303 .437 .315 -0.1 -0.1 -0.3 0.0 

Total 700 .238 .312 .423 .314 -2.5 -2.3 -1.7 0.5 

After being considered the game's best player for most of the early 2000s, Pujols has become one of its 

least tradable assets. 

Pujols shed 15 pounds this offseason in an effort to return to first base -- in part to make room for 

Shohei Ohtani, whom the club plans to employ in some capacity at DH. Pujols was worth -2 WAR as a DH 

last season, posting a .241/.286/.386 slash line. That mark could get even uglier if he's tasked with the 

physical rigors of a full-time defensive job. 

http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=9218&position=1B
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=3473&position=1B
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=4314&position=1B
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=15998&position=1B/OF
http://www.fangraphs.com/players.aspx?lastname=Matt%20Olson
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=2530&position=1B
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=9205&position=1B/OF
http://www.fangraphs.com/players.aspx?lastname=Ryan%20Zimmerman
http://www.fangraphs.com/players.aspx?lastname=Ryan%20Zimmerman
https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=1b&stats=bat&lg=all&qual=0&type=8&season=2017&month=0&season1=2007&ind=0&team=0,ss&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0&sort=16,d
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=4969
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=1177
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=5107
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=9911
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After adding Zack Cozart and Ian Kinsler at third and second, respectively, the Angels could -- and 

perhaps ought to -- give Valbuena the majority of work at first base. The club appears to be in the Wild 

Card mix in the AL, but first base is a position that is weighing them down. 

 

2018 Positional Power Rankings: Catcher 

By Craig Edwards 

The catcher rankings start, as they tend to do, with Buster Posey and the Giants. After a gap, the 

rankings cover the next 28 teams on a slow steady decline, and then there’s the Phillies. While Gary 

Sanchez and Willson Contreras represent a youthful contingent, the top of the list is still dominated by 

veterans, with Posey, Jonathan Lucroy, Brian McCann, Salvador Perez, Yadier Molina, and Russell 

Martin all placing their teams in the top 10. The last-place Phillies could make a big move up this list if 

former prospect Jorge Alfaro can take a leap forward. 

One aspect of these rankings somewhat unique to the catching position is the gap between the 

quantified and the less quantifiable. The power rankings seen here don’t take into account framing, 

which can make a big difference in a player’s value. Calling a game and interacting with pitchers is nearly 

impossible to put into a run value of any sort. That can make ranking catchers more subjective than 

other positions where value is more easily captured. Where possible, these aspects are mentioned in 

the rankings. Let’s begin with a face that should be very familiar. 

Angels (Rank: 26) 

Name PA AVG OBP SLG wOBA Bat BsR Fld WAR 

Martin Maldonado 384 .215 .283 .353 .275 -13.9 -0.8 4.3 1.0 

Rene Rivera  192 .224 .279 .372 .277 -6.6 -0.5 1.0 0.4 

Juan Graterol  32 .248 .273 .335 .263 -1.5 -0.0 0.2 0.0 

Carlos Perez  32 .231 .285 .350 .276 -1.1 -0.0 0.2 0.1 

Total 640 .220 .281 .357 .275 -23.1 -1.4 5.6 1.6 

Martin Maldonado is 31 years old. In 1,565 plate appearances, he has a hitting line of .218/.292/.350, 

which has resulted in a 72 wRC+. Last season, he put up a hitting line of .221/.276/.368, which produced 

a 73 wRC+. It should not be surprising, then, that (as of publication) Maldonado is projected for a 

.215/.283/.353 hitting line and 71 wRC+. The Angels catcher had more hit-by-pitches (18) than walks 

(15) last season. Maldonado has a job because of his defense. He’s got one of the strongest arms in the 

game and is a good framer. 

The Angels are the ninth organizational stop for Rene Rivera. He’s basically an older version of 

Maldonado: solid on defense, less so on offense. Juan Graterol and Carlos Perez have seen time with the 

http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=9166&position=C
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=11442&position=C
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=11442&position=C
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=11609&position=C
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=7870&position=C
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=4810&position=C
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=7304&position=C
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=7007&position=C
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=4616&position=C
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=4616&position=C
http://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=12180&position=C
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=6887
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=3648
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=5398
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=10642
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Angels in recent seasons and might again at some point this year, but they aren’t likely to contribute 

much. 

 

2018 Positional Power Rankings: Third Base 

By Jay Jaffe 

Third basemen may be underrepresented in the Hall of Fame, but right now, the position is among the 

game’s strongest. Last year, five of the top-14 players in WAR — all with at least 5.5 — hailed from the 

hot corner, and over the past two years, the count is six of the top 12 and nine of the top 25. Manny 

Machado has since moved back to his natural position of shortstop, but Jose Ramirez has settled in, and 

Adrian Beltre, the lone player here assured of a berth in Cooperstown, is still going quite strong. 

Based on our Depth Chart projections, which are very sensitive to playing-time estimates, six teams are 

forecast to get at least 4.0 WAR out of their third-base starters and backups, more than any other 

position; shortstops are next, with five. Twenty teams are forecast to get at least 2.0 WAR from their 

third-base groups, and even then, another five teams are in the 1.7 to 1.9 range, where the most minor 

breakout could push them above what’s generally the bar for a league-average player. Of the other 

positions, 21 teams project to get at least 2.0 WAR out of center field, and 20 out of first base. 

10. Angels 

Name PA AVG OBP SLG wOBA Bat BsR Fld WAR 

Zack Cozart  567 .256 .322 .424 .319 0.6 -0.2 10.5 3.2 

Luis Valbuena  84 .227 .320 .426 .320 0.1 -0.2 -0.3 0.3 

Kaleb Cowart  28 .233 .294 .359 .283 -0.8 0.0 -0.0 0.0 

Jefry Marte  21 .235 .300 .414 .306 -0.2 -0.0 -0.1 0.0 

Total 700 .251 .320 .421 .317 -0.3 -0.4 10.2 3.6 

Known more for his defensive skills than bat heading into last season, Cozart turned into an offensive 

force just in time for free agency, setting career bests in all three slash stats (.297/.385/.548), wRC+ 

(141), and WAR (5.0), all by a country mile. Underlying that breakout was much-improved plate 

discipline, as the 31-year-old shortstop swung at far fewer pitches outside the zone and saw 4.19 pitches 

per plate appearance, the league's seventh-highest rate and up from 3.65 in the previous two years. 

Thanks to a willingness to move to third base and to strike early in the free-agent market, he pocketed a 

three-year, $38 million deal in mid-December, while Mike Moustakas, who seemed like a more logical fit 

for the Halos, returned to Kansas City for a fraction of that commitment. The projections suggest Cozart 

will give back much of last year's gains but still be an effective two-way force who can carry the position. 

Valbuena started 53 games at third for the Angels last year, plus another 40 at first base. He was 

dreadful in the first half (59 wRC+ with six homers in 195 PA) but very productive in the second (126 

https://www.si.com/mlb/2017/07/25/hall-fame-cooperstown-casebook-ron-santo
https://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=all&stats=bat&lg=all&qual=y&type=8&season=2017&month=0&season1=2016&ind=0&team=0&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0&sort=21,d
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=2616
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=4969
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=11494
https://www.fangraphs.com/statss.aspx?playerid=5107
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wRC+, with 16 homers in 206 PA), and while he finished below the Mendoza Line as far as batting 

average was concerned (.199/.294/.432) thanks to a .210 BABIP, his walk rate and power pushed his 

final wRC+ to 94. He's forecast to see much more time at first base, but his exposure will depend on how 

often Shohei Ohtani DHs and how well Albert Pujols plays the field. 

On a team with Cozart and Kole Calhoun, Cowart, a 2010 first-round pick who turns 26 on June 2, is 

more memorable for his name than his skills. Marte, already 26, had an impressive 284 PA run in 2016 

(15 HR, 114 wRC+, 1.4 WAR) but collapsed last year (4 HR, 59 wRC+, -0.6 WAR) and is out of minor-

league options. 

 


