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Top 3 prospects among Rockies' NRIs 
Infielder Rodgers headlines group of 19 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Feb. 6th, 2019 
 
DENVER -- Infielder Brendan Rodgers, the No. 10 overall prospect per MLB Pipeline, and the next two highest-ranked 

prospects in the Rockies' system -- third baseman Colton Welker and righty starter Peter Lambert -- were among 19 

players announced as non-roster invitees to Major League Spring Training on Wednesday. 

Rodgers, 22, is considered a factor in what's expected to be a heated competition for the starting second base job. 

No. 2 Rockies prospect Welker, a right-handed-hitting third baseman who led the Class A Advanced California League 

with a .333 batting average last year, will get his first taste of Major League camp at age 21. 

No. 3 Rockies prospect Lambert, who turns 22 on April 18, advanced to Triple-A Albuquerque last season and could 

figure in competition for the rotation now or serve as depth during the season. 

While the list of invitees is populated with prospects, five players with Major League experience are arriving in hopes of 

making the Opening Day roster: 

• Right-handed-hitting Mark Reynolds, the Rockies' primary first baseman in 2016 and 2017 before spending last season 

with Washington 

• Outfielder Michael Saunders, an All-Star with the Blue Jays in 2016 who did not appear in the Majors last season 

• Catcher Brett Nicholas, who appeared in 21 games with the Rangers in 2016 but spent last year in Triple-A with the 

Padres 

• Right-handed pitcher Chi Chi Gonzalez, who was 4-8 with a 4.54 ERA in 17 games (13 starts) for the Rangers in 2015 
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and 2016 

• No. 24 Rockies prospect Sam Howard, a left-handed pitcher who made his Major League debut last year and re-signed 

on a Minor League deal this offseason. 

Also on the prospect list are a couple of first basemen: No. 11 prospect, righty-hitting Tyler Nevin and No. 25 prospect, 

lefty-hitting Brian Mundell. The Rockies signed veteran Daniel Murphy to a two-year contract to play first base, but have 

an eye toward the future at the position with right-handed hitting Josh Fuentes (on the 40-man Major League roster) and 

the non-roster invitees. 

The Rockies also will take a close look at No. 15 prospect, left-handed pitcher Ben Bowden, who went 7-2 with a 3.98 

ERA in 49 combined games at Class A Asheville and Lancaster after missing 2017 with a bulging disk in his back. 
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Rockies' youth could fill offseason departures 
Will Dahl, McMahon, Hampson, Rodgers take next step? 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Feb. 7th, 2019 
 
DENVER -- This time of year you read a lot about championship windows -- a way of thinking that seems to be standard 

operating procedure, whether clubs are in small or big markets. Well, the Rockies don't believe in that concept. 

Spring Training will open next week in Scottsdale, Ariz., with the Rockies expecting to contend again in 2019 (and 

beyond), because they believe in players such as outfielder David Dahl. 

After making the postseason two consecutive years, for the first time in club history, the Rockies are finally dealing with 

the small-to-mid-market issue of desired players leaving via free agency. Outfielder Carlos Gonzalez is still on the market 

and second baseman DJ LeMahieu and right-handed pitcher Adam Ottavino signed with the Yankees. 

The only veteran free agent the Rockies signed to a Major League deal was left-handed-hitting Daniel Murphy for two 

years and $24 million to play first base and augment a lineup led by Nolan Arenado, Charlie Blackmon and Trevor 

Story. 

Dahl, who turns 25 on April 1, is an example of what the Rockies hope is a self-sustaining model. 

Selected 10th overall in 2012 out of Oak Mountain High School in Birmingham, Ala., Dahl has flashed power potential, 

despite frequent injuries, with the hopes of becoming a key part of the Rockies' future. The Rockies re-signed Gonzalez 

last spring because of Dahl's rib injury, which cost him all of 2017 and forced him to begin 2018 in Triple-A. 

But last season, after sustaining a fractured right foot on May 30 and missing two months, Dahl made the Rockies' wait 

worthwhile. In his final 45 games, 39 of them starts, he hit .272 with an .897 OPS. In September, he hit .298 with nine 

home runs and 27 RBIs. 

And right field, which Gonzalez often manned at an All-Star level, belongs to Dahl. 

"Losing some of the guys, we're definitely going to miss them, especially the veteran leadership," said Dahl, who hit .273 

with 16 home runs and 48 RBIs in 77 games last season. "But we do have some really good players to step in. It's just a 

matter of them taking a hold of that, really stepping up and helping this team. 
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"You look at all our Minor League numbers and we've produced. Look at our big league numbers and we've produced. It's 

just getting an everyday opportunity, going out and performing like we know we can." 

This vision comes with risks. 

Dahl's injury-interrupted career has shown snippets of big-time Major League production --. 293/.341/.518 slash line in 

140 career games. LeMahieu won a batting title and made two All-Star Game appearances, and leaves a major hole for 

talented but inexperienced prospects: left-handed-hitting Ryan McMahon, a rookie last season; right-handed-

hitting Garrett Hampson, who appeared in 24 games last season and is the team's No. 4 ranked prospect; and right-

handed-hitting Brendan Rodgers, the Rockies' No. 1 prospect and the 10th ranked overall, according to MLB Pipeline., 

2019 

"It's time for David, potentially Ryan and Garrett and maybe Brendan as the season goes on, to get more innings, more 

at-bats, more playing time," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "That's the nature of baseball and player movement and 

each year being different. 2019 sets up for the different kind of look. If you ask those guys, they're ready. 

"From what I've seen in my two years here, and their growth, I think they're ready to be contributors. This game is about 

performance, and we've won the past two years because guys are performing." 

The problem is a player's early career isn't always smooth. Last season, McMahon made the Opening Day roster but 

went 9-for-50 and was sent down to Triple-A Albuquerque at the end of April. He was a solid contributor off the bench in 

the final two months. 

"Honestly, I don't think it could've been like that without having the first half of the season that I had," McMahon said. "I 

actually learned a lot. It stinks to learn that way, but it is what it is, and I was actually able to apply the things that I learned 

to the end of the season. It just made me more excited for this 2019 campaign." 

If there are learning curves in some areas, the Rockies expect a starting staff that's young, but postseason-worthy the last 

two years, and a veteran bullpen. Last year, the pitching staff supported a run to the postseason despite the offense's 

franchise-low .256 team batting average. The aim this year, though, is to have everything working to fuel a run the 

Rockies believe could last a while. 

"We're after winning," Black said. "We're trying to win a World Series and contend and sustain that." 
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Here's your guide to Rockies Spring Training 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Feb. 6th, 2019 
DENVER -- Here is what you need to know about Rockies Spring Training, set to begin soon at Salt River Fields at 

Talking Stick, in Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Pitchers and catchers report date 

Tuesday 

First pitchers and catchers workout 

Wednesday, Feb. 13 

Full-squad report date 

Sunday, Feb. 17 

First full-squad workout 

Monday, Feb. 18 

New faces to know 

1B Daniel Murphy 

Top prospects to know 

INF Brendan Rodgers 

3B Colton Welker 

RHP Peter Lambert 

INF Garrett Hampson 

INF Tyler Nevin 

LHP Ben Bowden 

RHP Rico Garcia 

1B Brian Mundell 

Where is the facility? 

7555 N. Pima Road, Scottsdale, Ariz. 
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Can fans attend workouts? 

All workouts in fan-accessible areas are open to the public. 

First game 

Feb. 23 vs. D-backs at Salt River Fields at Talking Stick, 1:10 p.m. MT 

First TV game 

To be announced 

One other notable series 

March 9-10 vs. D-backs at Monterrey, Mexico 

Last game in Arizona 

March 24 vs. Reds at Glendale, Ariz., 1:05 p.m. MT 

Any exhibitions before the regular season? 

March 25 vs. Triple-A Albuquerque Isotopes at Isotopes Park, 1:05 p.m. MT 

March 26 vs. Twins at CenturyLink Sports Complex in Lee County, Fla., 12:05 p.m. MT 

Opening Day date, time, opponent and location 

March 28 vs. Marlins at Marlins Park, 2:10 p.m. MT 
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Rox pair among best starting pitcher duos 
By Andrew Simon MLB.com @AndrewSimonMLB 
Feb. 6th, 2019 
 
Most Major League teams still use a five-man starting rotation, but it takes a lot more pitchers than that to make it through 

a 162-game season. All 30 clubs used at least seven starters in 2018, with an average of about 12. 

Despite that need for depth, it certainly helps to have a potent one-two punch at the top of the rotation -- even before 

reaching the postseason. 

Yesterday, MLB.com looked at the top position player duos in the Majors based on 2019 projections. Now it's time to do 

the same for pitchers. 

Once again, the list was based on each team's highest-ranked pair in wins above replacement (WAR), according 

to Steamer (Using a version of FanGraphs WAR based simply on runs allowed, rather than FIP). Below are the top 10, 

but keep in mind this could change once free agent Dallas Keuchel signs. 

9. German Marquez and Jon Gray, Rockies 

Total projected WAR: 6.7 

Marquez has a case as a sleeper Cy Young pick after a terrific 2018, and Gray is far better than his results last year 

(5.12 ERA) indicated. But the thing that probably stands out most here is the absence of Kyle Freeland, who finished 

fourth in the NL Cy Young race at the end of a breakout '18. While there is virtually no difference between the 

projections for Gray and Freeland, Rockies fans could make a good case that Steamer is too low on the lefty. 
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Rockies announce 2019 non-roster invites to spring training 
In addition to every player on the current 40-man roster, Colorado extended invitations to more of its top minor league 
prospects 
By KYLE NEWMAN | knewman@denverpost.com and PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The 
Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: February 6, 2019 at 1:46 pm | UPDATED: February 6, 2019 at 6:34 pm 
 
The Rockies announced 19 non-roster invites to spring training Wednesday, with infielder Brendan Rodgers and starting 

pitcher Peter Lambert highlighting the list of top organizational prospects heading to Salt River. 

Of the 19 invitees, six join Colorado from different organizations than last year. They are marked with an asterisk. Pitchers 

and catchers are due to report Feb. 12; the Rockies’ first Cactus League game is Feb. 23. 

PITCHERS 

• Ben Bowden 

• Evan Grills 

• Sam Howard 

• Chi Chi González* 

• Rico Garcia 

• Matt Pierpont 

• Peter Lambert 

CATCHERS 

• Brett Nicholas* 

• Dom Nuñez 

• Chris Rabago* 

• Brian Mundell 

INFIELDERS 

• Bret Boswell 

• Peter Mooney* 

• Brian Serven 

• Tyler Nevin 

• Mark Reynolds* 

• Brendan Rodgers 
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• Colton Welker 

OUTFIELDERS 

• Michael Saunders* 
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BSN Exclusive: Freeland, Story confident in Colorado’s options at second base 
BY PATRICK LYONS   FEBRUARY 7, 2019  4 MINS READ | BSN Denver 
 
DENVER – Fans across the Rocky Mountain region have been making their personal fantasy starting lineups for Colorado 

since the Daniel Murphy signing took place and pushed Ian Desmond off first base and into the final spot in the outfield. 

 

With Nolan Arenado, Charlie Blackmon, Trevor Story, and David Dahl returning to their respective starting positions and 

each night’s starting catcher based around the pitcher, the one spot that hasn’t been locked up is second base. 

 

For the past five season, DJ LeMahieu has been the Opening Day starter at the keystone sack contributing to an increase 

in wins for Colorado in each of the past four consecutive seasons, a first for the franchise. 

 

Staff ace Kyle Freeland is among the first to wish LeMahieu well with the New York Yankees while also reminding fans to 

not diminish expectations this season: 

 

“DJ is going to be missed, but we also have guys waiting in the wings that are ready to fill those shoes.” 

 

The discussion at second base has centered around three players age 24 or younger: Ryan McMahon, Garrett Hampson, 

and Brendan Rodgers. 

 

McMahon, a perennial top 100 prospect in the sport since being drafted in 2013, has the most major league experience of 

the trio. In parts of two seasons, McMahon has tallied five home runs and twenty runs batted in across 20 at-bats, not to 

mention several notable clutch hits for Colorado down the stretch last season. 

 

Though the size (6’2”) of this left-handed hitter is larger than most at second, McMahon would actually be a downgrade in 

height for the Rockies after employing the tallest ever at the position – LeMahieu (6’4”) – for the past seven seasons. 

 

Garrett Hampson is the hot hand of the bunch after going from Class A Advanced Lancaster to Colorado’s playoff roster in 

just one season. By jumping two levels to make his major league debut in 2018, he became only the second position 

player to do so from his 2016 draft class. 
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Given his versatility around the middle of the infield and an ability to play the outfield, it would seem is if Hampson’s 

greatest value to the team would be as a utility player off the bench or replacing any number of Rockies’ starters on their 

given off-day. His well-above-average speed also plays perfectly in this role. 

 

Even if he doesn’t win the job, there’s an extreme scenario that would allow Hampson a start five games per week at 

different positions as Bud Black gets some rest for five regulars. Such a framework could equate to the rarity of 400 or 

more plate appearances for eight different Rockies players. 

 

The third and final contestant to become the starting second base is the dark horse of the group. Top prospect Brendan 

Rodgers and third overall selection in the 2015 MLB Draft has tremendous upside and might even be the favorite to take 

the reins at the position by September. Whenever the decision is made to bring him to Coors Field, another player from 

the Rockies’ 40-man roster will need to removed. 

 

Since his successful run in Double-A Hartford, Rodgers has been unable to show his full potential. A late season call-up to 

Triple-A Albuquerque saw Rodgers put up a slash line of .232/.262/.290 and strike out sixteen times while walking just 

once. Then, shoulder tightness kept Rodgers from showcasing his abilities in the prestigious Arizona Fall League. 

 

Regardless of the Opening Day situation, perhaps the best indicator that the second base starter will be fine this season 

comes from some reassurance by the man on the other side of the bag; All-Star shortstop Trevor Story. 

 

After three seasons working beside LeMahieu, and coupled with the loss of veterans like Carlos Gonzalez, Gerardo Parra 

and Matt Holliday, the dynamics of the team have begun to shift toward younger players, according to Story. 

 

“You learn from the guys ahead of you and learn from the leaders who have been before you. It’s time to start doing that. 

I’m not the most vocal guy, but leading by example is huge for me and I try to do that every day. These guys are ready. 

They’ve put in the work for us. It’s going to be fun.” 

 

An unknown fourth option may be one that comes from outside the organization. With the likes of Josh Harrison, Marwin 

Gonzalez, and Logan Forsythe still available as free agents, there’s no shortage of suitable replacements for Colorado’s 

second basemen in 2019. 
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That being said, if the plan remains as it appears now, the time has come to stop thinking of McMahon, Hampson, and 

Rodgers as far off promises and future potential. These three players represent both the unknowns and insanely high 

potential of the 2019 Colorado Rockies. 
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Rockies Finalize Spring Roster, Invite 19 Non-Roster Players to Camp 

By Tracy Ringolsby - 2 days-edited | InsideTheSeams 
 

The Rockies have invited 19 non-roster players to big-league spring training. 

But it’s not like a lot of introductions are needed. 

Fifteen of the 19 players have been in the organization, including first baseman Mark Reynolds, who returns after 

two years in Washington, and catcher Chris Rabago, who was a waiver claim by the Yankees late last season, but 

re-signed with the Rockies after being given his release in the off-season. 

The newcomers include outfielder Michael Saunders, who has seven years and 80 days of big-league experience, 

and Chi Chi Gonzalez the prize pitching prospect in the Rangers system. 

The Rockies also have invited four of their top 10-ranked prospects – No. 1 shortstop Brendan Rodgers, No. 4 third 

baseman Colton Welker, No. 5 right-handed pitcher Peter Lambert and No. 10 first baseman/third baseman Tyler 

Nevin. 

Pitchers and catchers report to Salt River Field, the Rockies base for spring training, next Thursday with the 

position players scheduled to show up Feb. 18. 
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Colorado Rockies Prospects: The State of the system 

The state of the Rockies farm system 
By Jeff Aberle  Feb 8, 2019, 7:00am MST | Purple Row 
 

After going through the process of writing something about all 60 prospects named by at least one of the 32 member pre-

season 2019 Purple Row Prospects list electorate, I’ve gotten a much better sense of where the system is strong and 

weak heading into the 2019 season. As such, I thought I would provide some thoughts on how I expect the minor league 

levels to impact the Rockies in 2019 and over the next couple of years, including a look at the Rule 5 decisions the 

Rockies will need to make after this season has concluded. 

Based on my deep dive into Colorado’s system, I believe it rates in the 15-20 range in MLB, which is lower than it has in 

past years. I think this system decline is due to five factors, two of which are good and three of which are not. 

1. Prospect graduation like Ryan McMahon and Yency Almonte in 2018 (and many others in 2017) is natural and a 

positive sign since a big piece of having a farm system is having those prospects create value for the big league 

club. The Rockies have an impressive list of pre-arbitration players who have graduated from prospect status, a 

big reason they have been successful over the last two seasons in the majors. 

2. Prospect for veteran trades like Forrest Wall and Chad Spanberger for Seunghwan Oh at the deadline in July 

2018 have been only a minor factor, but each one of those of course erodes system depth. In fact, given the Rule 

5 roster crunch that is to come after 2019 (more on that below), I believe the Rockies need to do more of this 

especially from positions of organizational strength. 

3. Questionable/unbalanced draft strategy has hurt the Rockies, namely the investment of 2nd round or higher 

picks on college arms with a likely reliever role. While this has led to a raft of high potential relief arms like Robert 

Tyler, Ben Bowden, and Tommy Doyle, lower round picks have led to the acquisition of similar impact relief 

prospects like Justin Lawrence, Reid Humphreys, and Rayan González. Similarly, in my opinion there isn’t a 

single outfield prospect in the top 30 right now who I feel will grow into an everyday regular in the next three 

years, a result of mostly ignoring that position in the higher rounds of the draft since David Dahl in 2012. Since 

then, only Jordan Patterson and Wes Rogers in the 4th round of 2013 and 2014 respectively even were picked in 

the top five rounds. This applies even more so to catcher, which the Rockies have basically ignored for several 

years in the higher rounds of the draft (their highest pick on a catcher since 2011 is Tom Murphy in 2012 as a 3rd 

rounder), resulting in only PuRP 30 Dom Nuñez being a catcher. 
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4. The consequences of forgoing impact talent in areas other than likely-relief arms with high draft picks have been 

a lack of blue chip prospects in the organization. When Brendan Rodgers graduates, the system may be 

devoid of any high impact, top 50 talent (depending on how you feel about Peter Lambert) altogether. I would say 

that the current top 10 PuRPs have the potential to be in that top 100 discussion with strong performances but 

that only four or five of them have drawn consideration on a national scale. Furthermore, a lot of these prospects 

play the same positions, so there are roadblocks to playing time for these high impact prospects. Slow 

development from first round high school pitcher draft picks like Riley Pint and Mike Nikorak have also been 

damaging, as there seems to be a gap of impact starting pitching after the current upper minors wave that has 

Lambert and Ryan Castellani and the one that contains 2018 draftees Ryan Rolison and Ryan Feltner. 

5. The Latin American program isn’t delivering right now. Only three of the current 30 PuRPs originated in 

Colorado’s Latin America program, a system that has in the recent past borne much more fruit with players like 

Ubaldo Jimenez and Franklin Morales. PuRP 14 Yonathan Daza is the only player close to a big league 

contribution and he likely will be a reserve in the majors. On the 40-man roster it’s just Antonio Senzatela, Raimel 

Tapia, Carlos Estévez, and Daza. All of them were signed in 2010 or 2011, meaning that the Latin America 

classes since then have barely produced any top 30 prospects that have come stateside. 

That’s some doom and gloom, but there’s plenty to be excited about if you’re a Rockies fan looking at the minor league 

system. Here are a few reasons for optimism: 

1. The top 10 has some really good players in it, some of whom seem poised for a breakout. In particular, the 

infield prospect depth the Rockies has assembled means they can be flexible in how they cover those positions 

moving forward. That might mean converting a player like Garrett Hampson to center field to overcome the 

organizational deficiency in the outfield. Or, it might mean trading a great prospect who may be blocked at the 

Major League level (especially if Nolan Arenado re-signs) like Colton Welker or Tyler Nevin for players in a 

position or greater need elsewhere. 

2. There’s basically an entire bullpen of high upside arms near to major league contribution. Prospects like Jesus 

Tinoco (who may stay a starter), Lawrence, Bowden, Humphreys, and Doyle are all coming within the next two 

years. They’ll be competing against incumbent arms like Yency Almonte (also maybe a starter), Scott Oberg, DJ 

Johnson, Harrison Musgrave, and Rayan González for spots in the bullpen — all of whom will have come up 

through Colorado’s minor league system. Not all of them will hit, of course, but considering all the assets 
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Colorado has expended in terms of draft capital and free agent signings, this glut of power relief arms will provide 

a promising low-cost solution for the pen over the next few years. Hopefully that will free up payroll room to be 

spent on positions of greater need. 

3. The 2018 draft class looks fantastic so far. First rounder Ryan Rolison and supplemental first rounder Grant 

Lavigne headlined the 2018 draft classes with dominant performances in Grand Junction, but they’re far from 

alone. Third round pick Terrin Vavra and fourth rounder Ryan Feltner also delivered fantastic debut seasons, 

while lower round picks like Nico Decolati (6th), Willie MacIver (9th), Cade Harris (10th), Coco Montes (15th), and 

Luke Morgan (20th) among others all showed very well in their professional debuts in short-season or rookie ball. 

That doesn’t even include second rounder Mitchell Kilkenny or 7th rounder Andrew Quezada, both pitchers with 

high potential that didn’t pitch due to injury. Out of these players there are already four PuRPs but I suspect as 

many as eight could emerge from this group. 

4. Colorado’s Dominican Summer League clubs have several intriguing prospects too. After a drought of 

impact players, it’s great to see several potential PuRPs like Eddy Diaz, Yolki Pena, Bladimir Restituyo, Kleiver 

Osorio, and Fadriel Cruz, not to mention an exciting 2018 signing class. Obviously these players are a long ways 

away from MLB, but it’s a pipeline that’s been largely barren for a few years so a strong contribution from this 

growth will go a long way towards replenishing graduating talent. 

★ ★ ★ 

So there you have it, some reasons for concern and optimism. There are several intriguing prospects and likely major 

league contributors in the system outside the top 10, but it’s hard to see many who (outside of the bullpen) will provide 

significant MLB value in the near future. As a result, absent trades, for the next year or two the Rockies will need to roll 

with the group they have now at the big club and a few top prospects in the upper minors. 

Considering some players who are on the 40 man roster but who don’t have regular roles include former top 10 PuRPs 

with high ceilings like Tapia, McMahon, and Jeff Hoffman, the Rockies are still in an enviable position with the young core 

they’ve assembled (including a lot of former top PuRPs on the big league club). I just don’t expect a lot of prospects of 

that caliber to be able to fill the gaps over the next couple of years outside the top four. 
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The Near Future: 40 Man Roster After 2019 

One of the consequences of having a lot of near major league players as prospects is the need to protect many of them 

from the Rule 5 draft, as the Rockies have done with many players over the past few years. 

Here’s how I would characterize each spot on the 40 man roster as it will exist after the 2019 season, the next time the 

Rockies will need to make mass additions to protect prospects from the Rule 5 draft: 

Sure things (current) 

These players are on the current 40 man roster, have already seen major league action, and will still be on the roster 

exiting the 2019 season barring trades (which is a condition that of course applies to every category) 

1. Kyle Freeland 

2. Jon Gray 

3. German Marquez 

4. Wade Davis 

5. Scott Oberg 

6. Ian Desmond 

7. Garrett Hampson 

8. Ryan McMahon 

9. Daniel Murphy 

10. Trevor Story 

11. Charlie Blackmon 

12. David Dahl 

Sure things (future) 

These players haven’t yet seen major league action but are locks to take up a 40 man roster spot after 2019 

13. Brendan Rodgers 

14. Peter Lambert 
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15. Tyler Nevin 

Likely (current) 

These players have major league experience and will likely be on the post-2019 40 man roster, but underperformance 

could cause them to lose their spot to a DFA. Presented roughly in my order of confidence: 

16. Tyler Anderson 

17. Antonio Senzatela 

18. Yency Almonte 

19. Chris Rusin 

20. Tony Wolters 

21. Jake McGee 

22. Bryan Shaw 

Likely (future) 

These players haven’t yet seen MLB action but are in good shape to have a 40-man roster spot after 2019, again 

presented in order of confidence: 

23. Ryan Castellani 

24. Justin Lawrence 

25. Jesus Tinoco 

26. Yonathan Daza 

Under contract but at risk 
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These players are on the 40 man now but are serious candidates for a DFA or non-tender during or after the 2019 season 

— presented from most safe to least: 

27. Jeff Hoffman 

28. Raimel Tapia 

29. Chad Bettis 

30. Harrison Musgrave 

31. DJ Johnson 

32. Josh Fuentes 

33. Pat Valaika 

34. Carlos Estévez 

35. Tom Murphy 

36. Sam Hilliard 

37. Rayan Gonzalez 

38. Noel Cuevas 

39. Mike Tauchman 

I wouldn’t be surprised if any of the above players were not in the organization after 2019, but in particular anyone below 

Fuentes should consider their 40 man roster slot vulnerable. 

That gets us to 39 players and assumes that Nolan Arenado, Chris Iannetta, Mike Dunn, and Seunghwan Oh or another 

potential addition like Mark Reynolds leave the organization as free agents. A re-signed player like Arenado or a free 

agent/trade acquisition would naturally decrease the amount of flex in play with Rule 5 protection. 
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Here’s how I would rank other prospects in terms of getting a 40 man slot: 

1. Ben Bowden 

2. Reid Humphreys 

3. Robert Tyler 

4. Rico Garcia 

5. Breiling Eusebio 

6. Mike Nikorak 

7. Antonio Santos 

8. Brian Mundell 

9. Vince Fernandez 

10. Daniel Montano 

11. Sam Howard 

12. Dom Nuñez (or will be MiLB free agent) 

13. Roberto Ramos 

14. Erick Julio 

15. Willie Abreu 

16. Brian Serven 

17. Matt Pierpont (or will be MiLB free agent) 
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That’s a lot of guys (and I’m sure others will emerge beyond this list), but I would say the top 3 in particular should feel 

good about getting protected, with the next six beyond that being strong possibilities. 2019 performances will lift up some 

names and drop others. The lower names on this list should be prime candidates for a 2019 trade like Forrest Wall this 

past year to get value for them before risking them in the Rule 5 draft. 

That’s one man’s opinion for what the future will look like. I’d love to read yours in the comments! Thanks for following 

along with me this past month. It will be great to follow these prospects through the 2019 season until it becomes time to 

do this all over again! 
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Colorado Rockies: Spring training invitees bring plenty of potential 

by Kevin Henry - 1 day ago | RoxPile 
 

On Wednesday afternoon, the Colorado Rockies announced the 19 non-roster players who would be coming to 

spring training to show off their skills and potentially compete for a roster spot. 

Of the 19 players invited by the Colorado Rockies, three are left-handed pitchers (Ben Bowden, Evan Grills, Sam 

Howard), four are right-handed pitchers (Rico Garcia, Chi Chi Gonzalez, Peter Lambert, Matt Pierpont), four are 

catchers (Brett Nicholas, Dom Nunez, Chris Rabago, Brian Serven), seven are infielders (Bret Boswell, Peter 

Mooney, Brian Mundell, Tyler Nevin, Mark Reynolds, Brendan Rodgers, Colton Welker) and Michael Saunders is 

the lone outfielder. 

Three of those players (Gonzalez, Reynolds and Saunders) all have at least one year of Major League Baseball service 

time and each of the three have the potential to bring something to the Rockies in 2019. We already predicted that 

Reynolds would make the Opening Day 25-man roster and talked at length in this article about what Saunders could 

potentially bring to the Rockies if he regains his All-Star form. Gonzalez is also a wild card as the former Texas Rangers 

top 100 prospect is looking to bounce back to the Majors after Tommy John surgery and not seeing MLB action the last 

two seasons. 

Rodgers, Welker, Lambert and Nevin are all part of Baseball America’s 2019 Colorado Rockies Top 10 Prospects list. Of 

the group, Rodgers is the player Rockies fans keep asking about and wondering if this will be the year he makes his 

Colorado debut. We think it will be and we talked about it and when it might take place in this article. 

Welker also seems to have a very bright future with Colorado. Check out this in-depth article on him and what he brings 

to the Rockies organization. 

Howard is another player to keep an eye on in spring training. He made his Rockies debut last season, seeing action in 

four games (three of which came in September) and figures to be in the starting pitching conversation if needed and he 

performs as expected in the spring. 

Those are just some of the names and pieces of information to know heading into spring training. We will be in Scottsdale 

beginning on February 13 and will bring you some of the latest information from Rockies spring training. 
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