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Arenado won't set hard deadline on negotiations 
Rockies' star scheduled to hit free agency after season 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Feb. 14th, 2019 
 

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- Rockies third baseman Nolan Arenado said Thursday he won't make Opening Day a hard 

deadline for negotiations on a possible multiyear contract. 

The start of the season has always been assumed as something of a deadline, since Arenado has not wanted any 

contract talks to bleed into the regular season. But entering the final season of his current contract, the Rockies' star third 

baseman doesn't want that to interfere with talks between the club and his agent, Joel Wolfe. 

After signing Arenado to a one-year, $26 million deal, a record via the arbitration process, the Rockies want to sign him 

rather than have him explore free agency at season's end. 

"I'm not going to sit here and say there is a deadline," Arenado said. "As a collective group between me, my agent and the 

Rockies, I think we're going to have a quiet deadline. There's a time and place to focus on ball. They have a job to do, too. 

They're trying to help us win games, also. I think they're more worried on helping us win games than trying to get this 

contract done at a certain time. 

"When serious games start, there'll probably be a silent deadline. I'm not sure. But at the end of the day, I'm open to 

anything. It's been fine. There's no hard feelings. We can talk whenever."7th, 2019 

Arenado's talks are against the backdrop of Spring Training beginning with many free agents -- including the top two 

players on the market, outfielder Bryce Harper and infielder Manny Machado -- still seeking contracts. With six Gold 
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Glove Awards, three National League home run titles and a club that has qualified for the postseason for two straight 

years, Arenado has a chance to sign a lucrative contract and avoid dealing with open-market uncertainty. 

The declaration that he isn't holding the club to a rigid deadline is Arenado's way of not increasing stress on either side. 

He cited teammate Charlie Blackmon, who signed his six-year, $108 million contract during the first week of the 2018 

regular season. Rockies owner, chairman and CEO Dick Monfort recently spoke glowingly of how negotiations went for 

Arenado's latest one-year deal and was positive about the chances of completing the multiyear agreement. Arenado 

agreed with the positive assessment. 

"My agent is taking care of that, but it's been very, very honest, very clean, very easy, very respectful on both sides," 

Arenado said. "The Rockies have been great about it. But if it gets done, if it doesn't get done, it doesn't mean it's over, 

essentially. People think just because things get done before games start, it's over. That's not how things work. 

"Charlie signed the deal in the season, so anything can happen. But it's been super respectful on both sides. It's been 

great. They've treated me right for a while now, and they've always treated me right.". 8th, 2019 

Arenado, who turns 28 on April 16, has been at Rockies camp for several days, even though position players aren't due to 

report until Sunday. He has been doing fielding drills and taking batting practice while leaving contract talks to others. 

"It's not in the way of what I'm trying to get done, either," Arenado said. "I've got more important things to worry about, 

which is trying to hit a baseball, fielding ground balls and making the throws and staying healthy. They're the things I'm 

focused on this year. They're way more important." 
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Rockies trio competes for final rotation spot 
Murphy hopes to spread hitting knowledge effectively 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Feb. 14th, 2019 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- Having two pitchers of notable accomplishment and one of immense promise is a luxury for the 

Rockies. But it creates a decision nonetheless for manager Bud Black. 

Barring injury, left-handers Kyle Freeland and Tyler Anderson and right-handers Jon Grayand German 

Marquez should hold four of the spots, in some order. That leaves the final spot primarily to a contest among three right-

handers -- Chad Bettis, the club's most-experienced pitcher; Antonio Senzatela, who earned a postseason start last 

year; and Jeff Hoffman, who sustained a right shoulder injury last spring and saw minimal Major League action. 

"What I find reassuring is the quality of the guys that we potentially have to choose from to make out our rotation," Black 

said. 

Bettis began 4-1 with a 3.27 ERA through nine starts before blisters arrived last season, almost inexplicably, and didn't go 

away. But his 2.38 bullpen ERA late in the year, and the development of a slider, opened possibilities. 

"I just proved to myself that I was able to do both successfully," Bettis said. "Regardless whether I get one of those five 

spots or am in the bullpen is irrelevant at this point. I'm here to win and I want a ring." 

Bettis turns 30 on April 26 and is under a one-year, $3.35 million contract. 

Senzatela has shown he can dominate a game with his fastball for two seasons as both a starter and reliever, but he 

realizes he needs more consistent secondary pitches. His offseason project was creating deception. 

"I just want every pitch to look like my fastball … I'm working on that," said Senzatela, 24, whose Statcast™ release point 

chart is instructive -- you don't see much green because the changeup and four-seam fastball tend to look the same. The 

breaking pitches show greater variance. 

According to Statcast™, Senzatela lowered his use of the four-seam fastball from 72 percent as a rookie in 2017 to 64 

percent last season. He throws a changeup and curveball, but his slider is his best offspeed pitch. 
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"His fastball plays, and we've seen of his curveball, his little slider, his changeup, we've seen flashes of big league quality 

pitches out of those three; now it's just a matter of consistency," said Black, who plans to collaborate with Senzatela on 

exactly how the offspeed pitches will be employed. 

Hoffman, who was part of the trade that sent shortstop Troy Tulowitzki to the Blue Jays, revamped his mechanics, 

mental awareness and strength training to push for a rotation spot this year. He made six appearances last season for 

Colordo, five of which were out of the bullpen. Hoffman registered a 9.35 ERA for the season. 

"The first time I had ever thrown in the bullpen was in the big leagues, so it was a trial-by-fire kind of deal," Hoffman said. 

"If I had some time to adjust, I don't think it would be an issue and I could do whatever they ask me to do. But [as a 

starter], that's how I view myself. That's how I'm going to attack my plan." 

The Rockies didn't call Hoffman up at the end of last season because they didn't need a starter. Will Hoffman, who has 

one year of Minor League options, have to be a starter to make the team, after last year's spotty bullpen work? Black 

referred to Hoffman's 2018 as a "small sample size." 

Leadership through dialogue 

First baseman Daniel Murphy brings experience and knowledge that could help teammates, but he doesn't want to be 

overbearing. 

"I really enjoy talking hitting, but I'm never going to force my views on someone because I always feel like I want it to be a 

dialogue," Murphy said. "If it ever turns into a monologue, then any information that you're trying to get through is not 

ready to be received." 

Arenado's swing 

Rockies third baseman Nolan Arenado went to Los Angeles Tuesday to participate in a pro-am event at the Genesis 

Open at the Riviera Country Club. Video of his swing on Twitter brought him good-natured ribbing. 

"When I watch it from the side view, it's pretty ugly," Arenado said. "Guys were making fun of me about it, and I kind of 

deserved it because it's pretty ugly. It works, man. I got down to a 4 or 5 [handicap] this offseason -- that was my lowest 

on my handicap." 
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Rockies Insider: Colorado’s betting odds to win the World Series 
SuperbookUSA by Westgate Las Vegas pegs the Rockies at 30/1 odds to claim their first title, and 15/1 to win the 
pennant 
By KYLE NEWMAN | knewman@denverpost.com and JEFF BAILEY | jbailey@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
February 15, 2019 at 8:00 am 
 
As Colorado’s spring training gets underway in Arizona this week, confidence is high within Salt River that the Rockies are 

equipped to not only make the playoffs for a third straight season, but also take a step further when they get there. 

But what do the oddsmakers say about all that confidence, one which underscores the World Series aspirations at 20th 

and Blake? 

SuperbookUSA by Westgate Las Vegas pegs the Rockies at 30/1 odds to claim their first title in 2019, and 15/1 odds to 

win their second National League pennant. Meanwhile, BetOnline has Colorado at 25/1 odds to win the World Series, 

Sportsbook.Ag has Colorado pegged at 40/1 and Bovada is giving the Rockies an 18/1 chance. 

 

If recent history is any indication, Colorado will find a way to get to October once again. Per Sports Odds History, the 

Rockies have proven Las Vegas wrong three seasons in a row with their record, including last year when their 91-72, wild-

card campaign bested the oddsmakers’ 81.5-win prediction. 

 

Whether Colorado can beat the Las Vegas odds come October is another question altogether, especially after a quiet 

offseason has left much to be proven on the diamond this spring. 
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Bud Black: Rockies’ 2019 starting rotation “can match up with anybody” 
2018 starters posted second-lowest ERA in franchise history 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: February 13, 2019 at 12:09 pm | UPDATED: February 13, 2019 at 5:00 pm 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Bud Black is not a man prone to hyperbole or empty praise, especially when it comes to starting 

pitchers. 

After all, Black was a pitcher for parts of 15 big-league seasons. He sets the bar high. So, when the Rockies’ manager 

makes a bold statement, as he did Wednesday morning, you take notice. 

On the first official day of spring training, Black was asked if the Rockies’ rotation was “as good as or better than” the 

Dodgers, who’ve won the National League West six years running. 

“The Dodgers have a very good rotation, and these are different rotations because they are different pitchers,” Black 

answered. “But we feel like on any given night, any given start, we can match up with anybody.” 

Black noted that the Dodgers are always at the top of the team pitching statistics. He also noted that the Rockies have to 

pitch in a different environment, i.e. Coors Field. But it’s clear that Black is bullish on Colorado’s rotation. 

For the record, last season, Colorado’s rotation posted a 4.17 ERA, which was the second-lowest in franchise history, 

behind only the 2009 team (4.10). Rockies starters logged 84 quality starts, the third-most in franchise history and most 

since the 2010 squad posted 86 quality starts. 

Left-hander Kyle Freeland, who finished fourth in the National League Cy Young Award voting with a 2.85 ERA (lowest by 

a starter for a full season in franchise history), agreed with Black. 

“We are a rotation that isn’t a stranger to this level of play,” Freeland said. “We feel like we can compete and belong with 

the upper echelon of pitchers — one through five in the rotation, and beyond that.” 

Catching up. Last season, Colorado’s catchers caught just fine, it was their lack of hitting that was problematic. As a unit, 

they finished 14th among 15 National League teams in batting average (.206), 13th in slugging (.307), 12th in OPS (.657) 

and 12th in home runs (15). 

It seemed sensible, and even paramount, that the Rockies would make a move to upgrade the position. They didn’t, save 

for signing Brett Nicholas, who played 36 games for the Rangers from 2016-17, to a minor-league deal. 
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Black, however, seems OK with the idea that Chris Iannetta and Tony Wolters — and possibly Tom Murphy — will be the 

Rockies’ men behind the plate this season. Why? Because Black likes their defense and game-calling skills. 

“Defense is No. 1 on our prioritized list of what a catcher has to be for me,” Black said. “And 29 other teams say the same 

thing when you rank out what is their priority.” 

Nonetheless, Black wants to see more offense from his catchers. 

“Don’t get me wrong,” Black said. “Do I like it when Chris Iannetta hits three-run homers, or Tony Wolters goes deep at 

Citi Field … or Tony Wolters bangs a single up the middle against Kyle Hendricks? No doubt.” 

Wolters, who batted just .170 during the regular season, rapped a two-out RBI single off Hendricks in the top of the 13th 

inning to lift the Rockies to a 2-1 victory over the Cubs in the National League wild-card game at Wrigley Field last 

season. 
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Nolan Arenado ranked third-best player in baseball by MLB Network 
Shortstop Trevor Story comes in at No. 30 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: February 14, 2019 at 8:44 pm | UPDATED: February 14, 2019 at 10:24 pm 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Nolan Arenado’s stardom received a boost Thursday night when the MLB Network named him its 

No. 3 players in the the majors, trailing only the Angels’ Mike Trout at No. 1 and Boston’s Mookie Betts at No. 2. 

 

Arenado, who recently inked a record $26 million deal to avoid salary arbitration, is entering the final year of his contract 

with the Rockies. Owner Dick Monfort has expressed optimism that a long-term deal will get worked out. Arenado is not 

certain what the future holds, but he did want to send Rockies fans a message. 

“I want them to know that everything is good,” he said. “The front office has been great, super honest and really open to 

questions. If it doesn’t get done this spring, that’s OK. It doesn’t mean it will never happen. 

“It’s a long season and the focus is on the team. The front office is trying to help us win games and I’m trying to do the 

same thing, so that will be our No. 1 focus.” 

Arenado said of the recognition from MLB Network: “It’s pretty cool. I appreciate people enjoying my game. Now, let’s get 

to work.” 

Arenado also moved up on the list four spots from No. 7 in 2018. 

Colorado shortstop Trevor Story made the list for the first time, coming in at No. 30. Outfielder Charlie Blackmon, ranked 

16th last year, is No. 38 this year. Left-handed starter Kyle Freeland, who finished fourth in the National League Cy Young 

Award voting in 2018 and put together one of the best pitching seasons in Colorado history, is ranked 64th. 

The MLB Network’s “Top 100 Right Now” is based on player performance over the past several seasons, with an 

emphasis on 2018 and projected 2019 performance. 

Base-running, defensive value and award finishes were all taken into account when evaluating players, including those 

returning from injury. 

The series features a cumulative 219 all-stars, 38 Gold Glove winners, 29 World Series championships, 14 MVP Awards, 

13 Cy Young Awards and seven batting championships. 
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Rockies’ Nolan Arenado is comfortable with direction of contract talks 
Star third baseman played in Genesis Open pro-am on Wednesday 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: February 14, 2019 at 2:13 pm | UPDATED: February 14, 2019 at 10:22 pm 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — A chilly, rainy day at spring training didn’t stop Rockies star third baseman Nolan Arenado from 

doing what he always does — practice his swing. 

And if the uncertainty of his long-term future with the Rockies is weighing on him, he doesn’t show it. 

“I’m in a good place, everything is good,” Arenado said Thursday, a day after competing in the pro-am segment of the 

Genesis Open at the Riviera Country Club in Pacific Palisades, Calif. “I’m just ready and excited to play baseball.” 

Arenado, who recently inked a record $26 million deal to avoid salary arbitration, is entering the final year of his contract 

with the Rockies. Owner Dick Monfort has expressed optimism that a long-term deal will get worked out. 

Arenado is not certain what the future holds, but he did want to send Rockies fans a message. 

“I want them to know that everything is good,” he said. “The front office has been great, super honest and really open to 

questions. If it doesn’t get done this spring, that’s OK. It doesn’t mean it will never happen. 

“It’s a long season and the focus is on the team. The front office is trying to help us win games and I’m trying to do the 

same thing, so that will be our No. 1 focus.” 

Ten days ago, Monfort said that a meeting in Southern California to hammer out the $26 million deal left him confident 

that the two sides will get a long-term deal done. 

“I’m optimistic that we are close enough that something will come about,” Monfort said. “It’s in Nolan’s hands, but my last 

impression with him is that this is something he wants to do.”  Monfort stressed, however, that there is no timetable for a 

deal to be reached. 

Wednesday, Arenado teamed with PGA tour pro Tony Fiano, rapper ScHoolboy Q and Stephen Malbon (founder of 

Malbon Golf) to compete in the pro-am. The foursome tied for 21st in a field of 50 groups. 

“It was a great, amazing time, one of the best experiences I’ve had,” Arenado said. “I love golfing, I love those events. 

Everybody was awesome.” 
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Ian Desmond: The good, the bad and his future with the Rockies 
Manager Bud Black remains a consistent defender of the inconsistent player 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
February 14, 2019 at 11:28 am 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — During his first two seasons with the Rockies, Ian Desmond has been? 

A) A versatile player who has produced, at times, despite waves of inconsistency. 

B) A huge and costly disappointment who has never found a niche in Colorado. 

Many statistics point to “b” as the correct answer. Consider: 

• Desmond led all of baseball with a groundball percentage of 62.0 last season, only a slight improvement from his all-time 

high of 62.7 in 2017. All of those worm-burners led to a team-high 17 double plays last season. 

• He posted a -0.6 WAR (Wins Above Replacement) in 2018. That was a bit better than his -1.1 WAR in 2017, but his two 

seasons with the Rockies mark the only two times in his career he finished with a negative WAR. 

• He has a .251/.314/.404 slash line in his two seasons in Colorado uniform. That’s not what a team expects when they sign 

a player to a five-year deal worth $70 million. 

Yet manager Bud Black, a consistent defender of Desmond’s, says that other, more “old-school” numbers provide a more 

positive view. Specifically, Black points to Desmond’s 22 home runs and 88 RBIs last season. 

“It depends on how you look at it; what statistical markers you look at,” Black said. “You can spin anything you want. You 

can look at the modern-day analytics and look at it that way, or you can go old school and look at 22 homers and 88 

ribbies. 

“There might be some people who look at that year and say, ‘Wow, what a year!’ You can probably identify 10 to 15 

players in the league who are around what Ian did, and you would probably say that guy is a pretty good player.” 

Desmond’s 2018 season was, to be sure, a roller-coaster ride. In 45 games from June 10-Aug. 4, he slashed 

.307/.378/.530. But in the 49 games Desmond played in April and August, he slashed .177/.225/.328. 

Desmond, 33, is making $15 million this season, part of the $38 million remaining on his contract that included a $15 

million club option for the 2022 season (which includes a $2 million buyout). 
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Rockies confirm Ian Desmond to play centerfield 
BY PATRICK LYONS - FEBRUARY 14, 2019 | BSN Denver 
 
Scottsdale – Colorado Rockies manager Bud Black confirmed on Thursday in a media session in the early days of spring 

training camp that veteran Ian Desmond, who spent a majority of last season at first base for the club, will be seen mostly 

in 2019 patrolling center field. 

“He’ll be primarily in the outfield… more as a center fielder,” Black said, “I think that’s his best position.” 

When asked for specific reasoning, Black responded, “He was an All-Star center fielder for the Texas Rangers. I think the 

way he moves, the way he is comfortable, his range left-to-right is centerfield-plus… I just think that’s the best position for 

him.” 

Desmond has struggled to live up to his $70MM contract since joining the Rockies, missing much of the 2017 campaign 

with injuries and battling with early-season struggles offensively in 2018; an inability by the Rockies to take advantage of 

his athleticism due to the roster math sticking him at an unfamiliar position also has not helped public perception. 

The club hopes a return to the outfield for Desmond will prove to get more out of his skillset while remaining capable of 

some positional flexibility, should the need arise. 

“The versatility that he brings to the team is very valuable. That’s one of the reasons why we signed him,” Black reminded 

during the briefing. 

One of the best to ever man the spot at Coors Field, Cory Sullivan, recently told BSN Denver that Desmond has the most 

important abilities toward playing a quality center field, though many Rockies fans may be unconvinced until seeing him in 

action this season. 

This decision, as we’ve previously written about, allows Colorado to protect David Dahl from extra wear and tear given his 

injury history and enables Charlie Blackmon to move to a corner where his declining speed will matter less. 

In other positional news, Black declined to place newcomer Daniel Murphy in the same “versatile” category as Desmond, 

saying that he will almost certainly be at first base “where he wants to be” unless there is a series of unfortunate 

circumstances. He said it is “unlikely” we see the veteran left-handed hitter at second base. 
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While both of these bits of intel have been hinted at for a while, these confirmations clearly clarify the view of the likely 

roster this season. 

This leaves one position – second base – as a battleground for players hoping to go from the supporting cast to a starting 

role. Ryan McMahon, Garrett Hampson, and top prospect Brendan Rodgers are expected to compete for the job, making 

it the positional battle to watch this spring. 
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Rockies Have The Ingredients to Win First Division Title in Franchise History 

By Tracy Ringolsby | InsideTheSeams.com 
 

From the outside, it does not appear that the public is overly impressed with the Rockies. 

But are the national experts missing something? 

It’s not out of the question. 

The pre-season projections are for the Rockies to win between 81 ½ games and 82 ½. 

That’s not going to get them into the post-season for the third year in a row, much less allow them to win the first 

division title in franchise history. 

But. … 

Is it just the fear of altitude, the fact the Rockies have never won a division title and have advanced past the 

Division Series only once – in 2017 when they were swept in the World Series by the Red Sox – or just that Coors 

Field enigma? 

The Rockies were not headline grabbers in the off-season, signing Daniel Murphy, who will assume the first base 

role, and bringing back Mark Reynolds to fill a backup role. 

Did they need more? 

Murphy did add one of the game’s most productive hitters over the last four years. He is an excellent fit for a 

Rockies team that is coming off the worst offensive season in franchise history, including not having a batter hit 

.300. 

That, however, would seem to be an outlier more than a trend. 

There is a four-year track record that provides reason for optimism from the Rockies. Murphy's .314 batting average 

is the highest of any NL hitter. Charlie Blackmon (.308) ranks fifth in the NL and Nolan Arenado (.297) is 12th. 
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Arenado leads the NL with 158 home runs. Blackmon is sixth with 112. And in terms of RBI, Arenado again is No. 1 

with 503 on a list that includes Blackmon (.314) 13th and Murphy (312) 14th. 

 

 

 
 

The Rockies compiled the lowest team batting average in franchise history, and they 

scored only 780 runs -- 14th in franchise history among full seasons, and 15th overall, five 

fewer runs than the Rockies scored in a strike-shortened 1995 season when they played 

only 144 regular-season games. 
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And don’t overlook a young and impressive starting rotation, anchored by Kyle Freeland, 

German Marquez, Tyler Anderson and Jon Gray, each of whom has room for growth, but 

played a critical part in the Rockies having a rotation that was the foundation for their 

post-season appearance. 

The Rockies rotation led the NL innings pitched, and while the ERA (4.17) was a bit higher 

than most -- blame it on Coors Field -- the Rockies not only had a rotation work 932 

innings, but also had a .578 winning percentage (59-43), second in the NL to only the 

Dodgers (57-38). 

 

 
 

There were only 28 pitchers in the NL who worked the 162 innings necessary to qualify for 

an ERA title, and four of them were Rockies, the most of any NL team. The Phillies, 

Diamondbacks, Cubs and Braves each had three. The Dodgers, who knocked off the 

Rockies in a Game 163 to determine the NL West champion, did not have a starting 

pitcher who worked enough innings to qualify for an ERA title. 

https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/maven-user-photos/insidetheseams/all-things-rockies/qPD0BcYo-kW5ZR8BJZkENA/xK_T6SxQFk-0Rt6jeEJ4aw
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/maven-user-photos/insidetheseams/all-things-rockies/qPD0BcYo-kW5ZR8BJZkENA/xK_T6SxQFk-0Rt6jeEJ4aw
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/maven-user-photos/insidetheseams/all-things-rockies/qPD0BcYo-kW5ZR8BJZkENA/xK_T6SxQFk-0Rt6jeEJ4aw
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3 reasons why the 2019 Colorado Rockies will make the postseason 

  
by Kevin Henry3 hours ago | RoxPile 
 

Over the last two seasons, Colorado Rockies fans have enjoyed back-to-back postseason appearances for the 

first time in franchise history. But will 2019 mark the third straight year of Rocktober? 

Yesterday, we posted this article stating why the Colorado Rockies would not make the postseason. That was the 

negative side of the coin. Today, we are taking a more positive spin and looking at the reasons why Colorado will once 

again be one of the teams to beat in the National League. 

With Bud Black once again at the helm, Nolan Arenado and Trevor Story holding down the left side of the infield and 

armed with arguably the best rotation in franchise history, the Rockies plenty of weapons in the arsenal to get back to the 

postseason again. However, it will be reasons other than those just listed that push Colorado back into meaningful 

October games. 

Sure, there are predictions that have the Rockies posting a winning record, there are plenty of sites out there that 

have Colorado winning more than losing … but also having plenty of other National League teams with better records 

who would keep the Rockies out of the postseason. 

So what are some reasons to ignore the projections and believe that Rocktober 2019 will happen? Let’s take a look… 

Daniel Murphy + Coors Field = success 

The biggest offseason acquisition for the Rockies, Daniel Murphy was described as “a professional hitter” in his 

introductory media conference by Colorado general manager Jeff Bridich. After last season’s franchise-worst .256 

batting average, something had to be done to strengthen Colorado’s lineup card. The tonic, it seems is the belief, is 

Murphy. 

Murphy hit 38 or more doubles in six consecutive seasons before a knee injury derailed him for the start of the 2018 

campaign. If Murphy is healthy, with the expansive outfield at Coors Field, the soon-to-be-34-year-old could find himself 

once again among the leaders in extra-base hits. 

Manager Bud Black has said that Murphy could hit anywhere from second to fifth in the batting order. If he stays in 

“professional hitter” mode, he could certainly add another potent option to a core that includes potential MVP-type 
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seasons from Trevor Story, Nolan Arenado and Charlie Blackmon plus breakout candidates in Ryan McMahon 

and David Dahl. 

Sure, there are a lot of “ifs” when it comes to Murphy and what he can bring to the Rockies this season. However, 

Colorado needed to do something to boost its offense. Murphy has proven in the past he can impact an offense, including 

a 2016 campaign where he finished second in National League MVP voting. Now Rockies fans are hoping the 

“professional hitter” still has plenty left in his bat and can be a difference-maker again. 

Jon Gray and Tyler Anderson pull it together 

Barring something unforeseen in spring, Kyle Freeland and German Marquez seem etched into the 1-2 spots in the 2019 

Rockies rotation. Following that young duo, performances by Gray and Anderson this season have the chance to truly 

make the Rockies one of the best top-to-bottom rotations in Major League Baseball. 

Gray’s struggles last season have been well-documented. However, even during the darkest days of last season, there 

were signs of hope. A 1.66 ERA in three July starts, spanning 21.2 innings. His second-to-last start of the year where he 

allowed one run and four hits over seven innings in a home win over the Philadelphia Phillies. 

It’s clear that the former first-round pick is being given every opportunity to rebound and come back even stronger in 

2019. If he can truly succeed in what has been called a physical and mental rebuild and have the “ace” debate taken 

off his shoulders as he slides into a third or fourth starter role, it would be huge for the Rockies. 

Anderson, meanwhile, started a career-high 32 games last season and seemed to put his health issues behind him. Like 

Gray, though, there was plenty of inconsistency. April saw a 1.88 ERA in five starts while five August starts netted an 

11.38 ERA. He gave up 30 home runs last season, tying him for the most in the National League. He also allowed just 

one run and four hits over six innings in an NLDS start at Milwaukee. 

What can a second healthy season bring for the 29-year-old southpaw? Like Gray, if he can put together a strong 

campaign and help solidify the back end of the rotation, it would go a long ways toward Colorado reaching the postseason 

again. 

Finding the answer at second base and late relief 

There are two big questions for the Rockies right now. First, who will replace DJ LeMahieu at second base? Second, who 

will take over Adam Ottavino‘s late-inning clutch role in the bullpen? 
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Make no mistake about it, Colorado has players fully capable of being the answers to both questions. In the infield, Ryan 

McMahon and Garrett Hampson seem as the likely choices to inherit LeMahieu’s high standards at second. Both are 

young players and both have the skills to impact Colorado’s offense. They may not have LeMahieu’s Gold Glove 

defensive capabilities, but are they solid enough defensively to maintain Colorado’s high standards for its infield? 

McMahon provided some highlight reel moments last season. Hampson had an impressive debut and has the tools to slot 

into the leadoff role, which could help move Charlie Blackmon down in the order. 

If either of them (or a combination of the two) shine this season at second, it will show that Colorado general manager Jeff 

Bridich rolled the dice correctly when he let LeMahieu walk away. 

In the bullpen, Ottavino joined LeMahieu with the New York Yankees and left behind an All-Star-type of season in 2018 to 

be filled. Scott Oberg and Seunghwan Oh are the most logical players to step into Ottavino’s role. Can Oberg continue 

the success he saw last season? What can Oh do in his first full season with the Rockies? 

Ottavino’s role could also be filled by two players looking to bounce back from rough campaigns last year, Bryan 

Shaw and Chris Rusin. Shaw’s success this season is critical to Colorado’s overall bullpen strength. A repeat of 2018 

simply can’t happen. 

There are plenty of options to fill in for LeMahieu and Ottavino. If Bud Black can find a successful combination to cement 

those two big roles for the Rockies, it bodes well for a third straight Rocktober. 
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2019 ZiPS Projections – Colorado Rockies 
by Dan Szymborski - February 14, 2019 | Fangraphs 
 

Batters 

Amusingly, Colorado’s lack of ambition this offseason may be counteracting their inability to evaluate their offensive 

talent. The team signed Daniel Murphy to a contract that is eminently reasonable for a player who is projected to be 

something like a league-average first baseman over the next two years, but has made no other significant moves. The 

1.7 WAR projection for Murphy is only over 118 games, reflecting that there is some risk given that injuries limited him to 

just 91 games in 2018; he’ll turn 34 in April. Murphy obviously isn’t Paul Goldschmidt, but after the allowing the position 

to act as an Ian Desmond vanity project, leading to a -0.7 WAR and an 81 wRC+ from their starting first baseman, the 

Rockies should enjoy a larger improvement than most teams would have from signing him. 

Speaking of one of the remaining black holes on offense, it appears that Desmond will primarily play center field in 

2019, with Charlie Blackmon shifting to left. With the assumption that one is unaware of what a sunk cost is, ZiPS 

thinks center field is the least-bad place to play Desmond; he wasn’t really a good center fielder in his year in Texas, but 

he also didn’t see a relative improvement in his defensive numbers when he moved to the easy end of the defensive 

spectrum. Without bringing dreams of Bryce Harper, who would be an amazing fit at Coors, to fruition, I’d likely go with 

an outfield of Blackmon, Raimel Tapia, and David Dahl, with Mike Tauchman and Yonathan Daza as the reserves. Or 

perhaps Colorado could go after Adam Jones. 

Like the Rays, the Rockies have a lot of interesting parts on offense, but unlike the Rays, they show very little inclination 

to let those players prove themselves or the creativity to find openings for their minor league talent. The team essentially 

wasted an entire year of the careers of Tapia and Ryan McMahon, giving them occasional playing time, and doing so 

with all the enthusiasm of a 12-year-old being forced to apologize to a younger sibling. I think Garrett Hampson is more 

likely to get playing time at second than the depth chart does and that he will be an adequate replacement for DJ 

LeMahieu there, if a minor downgrade. 

Pitchers 

I find it amazing that a team that regularly commits what could almost be described as roster construction malpractice on 

offense can be so brilliant at putting together a pitching rotation. The Rockies may have figured out how to find pitchers 
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who can succeed in Coors Field, though Jon Gray’s struggles vs. his peripherals made for a confusing 2018. Going into 

last season, ZiPS thought that all five projected starters would be league-average or better and that’s pretty much what 

happened, though Kyle Freeland crushed his preseason projections to put up a legitimate Cy Young-esque season. 

ZiPS isn’t sold on Freeland being that good, but it is sold on German Marquez being a legitimate ace pitcher. 

Just for reference, Marquez’s 4.1 WAR projection ranks sixth among the starting pitchers who have received their official 

ZiPS projections for 2019. Not every team has received theirs, of course, but of the top 25 pitchers by WAR last season, 

only four are on teams that have not had their ZiPS post yet (Luis Severino, Max Scherzer, Freeland, and Jose 

Berrios). 

ZiPS is even optimistic about bounce back seasons from the team’s disappointing, pricey reliever trio of Wade 

Davis, Jake McGee, and Bryan Shaw. Combined, these three will make $35 million in 2019, but only combined for 0.4 

WAR in 2018. The Rockies will take the extra projected win. 

Bench and Prospects 

A lot of the depth has faded from the system due to graduations and some disappointments, and when all is said and 

done, ZiPS will likely rank Colorado’s farm system in the 15-20 range. We probably can’t count on Jeff Hoffman at this 

point, but ZiPS still sorta believes he can be a decent No. 3 or 4 starter, and sees two of the team’s pitching prospects 

— Peter Lambert and Rico Garcia, the former being far more prized among prospect watchers — as being able to 

contribute soon. None of the pitchers otherwise really excite ZiPS; Riley Pint was injured and is prized for his stuff 

rather than his performance, and Ryan Castellaniwas terrible in Double-A. 

ZiPS is still quite confident about Brendan Rodgers, even if the Rockies feel no urgency in getting him into the majors. 

Personally, I’d be shopping Trevor Story for a real hitter in the outfield and just sticking Rodgers at short, but that’s a 

little aggressive for a front office that appears to place more value on veteran experience than practically any team in 

baseball. ZiPS was actually fairly unimpressed with the seasons of Colton Welker and Tyler Nevin. The Hangar (home 

of the Lancaster JetHawks) has the second-highest overall park factor in the minor leagues over the last three years, 

with a run multiplier (rather than factor, so the effect’s already halved) of 1.18, behind only Security Service Field of the 

now-defunct Colorado Springs Sky Sox (1.25). The park’s 1.36 home run multiplier was also second in the minors, 

behind only Greensboro (1.41). 
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In other words, ZiPS expects a high-end offensive prospect to absolutely eviscerate opposing pitchers in Lancaster, as 

Rodgers did (.387/.407/.671). Garrett Hampson had an .849 OPS there and he’s known more for his defense than his 

offense. A.J. Reed had nearly a 1.100 OPS there! 

One pedantic note for 2019: for the WAR graphic, I’m using FanGraphs’ depth chart playing time, not the playing time 

ZiPS spits out, so there will be occasional differences in WAR totals. 
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Daniel Murphy’s arrival already put the Rockies lineup in focus. His influence is still pending 
By Nick Groke 2m ago | The Athletic 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Was he talking to the baseball? Calling his shots? Muttering about sliders in batting practice? Or 

was Daniel Murphy, chirping like a bored bird in a cage, sharing the classified clues to hitting that might finally boost a 

lagging Rockies offense? 

“I was telling all the guys, who probably weren’t interested anyway, that I was trying to draw the ball,” Murphy said. 

He did draw the ball, a hook shot from his compact swing that sailed over the right-field fence toward the Pima Freeway 

beyond Salt River Fields. Murphy is Colorado’s newest veteran first baseman. The 33-year-old left-handed hitter, 

who signed a two-year, $24 million contract in December, fit nicely in a hitting rotation Thursday morning with Nolan 

Arenado and Trevor Story. 

Murphy’s arrival, after his half-season of 2018 that was dragged down by an injury, he hopes will be more than a career 

revival. The three-time All-Star came to the Rockies looking for glory and he has little time for rebuilds. 

“For me, I’m getting older in my career and trying to identify teams that I think have a realistic shot at winning the World 

Series,” Murphy said. “And this was definitely one of them. To be here and especially on multiple years, me and my family 

are excited about it.” 

Just two days into spring training and nearly a week before position players officially report, the Rockies’ lineup already is 

in focus. Manager Bud Black confirmed that Ian Desmond will move from first base to center field, his new primary 

position. Murphy will be the No. 1 first baseman, backed up by Ryan McMahon and veteran Mark Reynolds, who signed a 

minor-league deal in late January. 

Murphy’s spot in the order will likely fall anywhere from second to fifth. He has hit in the two-spot in more career games 

than any other, but his versatility allows movement. His 118 OPS+, according to Baseball Reference, would have ranked 

third among the Rockies last season, behind only Arenado and Story and ahead of Charlie Blackmon. 

“The offense is deep,” Murphy said. “Hopefully I can jump in and extend the lineup a little bit.” 

His modesty is misplaced. The Rockies for two seasons have struggled offensively, bottoming out in a National League 

Division Series loss in a sweep to the Brewers. Colorado scored just two runs over three games. And after the Rockies 

played in consecutive postseasons for the first time in club history, the core of their team still lacks for playoff experience. 
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Those five playoff games, including a wild-card loss to Arizona in 2017 and a wild-card win at Chicago last year, is the 

depth of their experience. 

Murphy, on the other hand, has played in 25 playoff games, hitting .309 with a .986 slugging percentage. He was the MVP 

of the National League Championship Series in 2015 when he hit 9-for-17 with four homers for the Mets in their four-game 

sweep of the Cubs. 

“The addition of Daniel Murphy will help us a lot,” said Story, who was 2-for-12 with six strikeouts in Colorado’s series 

sweep to the Brewers. “He’s had so much postseason experience, it’s encouraging. We’ll lean on him big-time.” 

The Rockies stepped into rare territory for them last season, reaching a Division Series for just the third time in their 27-

year history, and Murphy had a front-row view. After the Nationals signed Murphy to a three-year, $37.5 million deal in 

2016, they traded him to the Cubs in late August. 

His time in Chicago became brief, and after Tony Wolters’ game-breaking single in the 13th inning gave the Rockies a 

surprise victory over the Cubs, Murphy went home to Florida, shut the doors and closed the windows, he said. 

“And when I emerged, the Rockies were as excited to have me as I was to come,” he said. “And it doesn’t always happen 

that way in this industry. It’s a great club. The starting pitching is really underrated.” 

First, he had to get right. Immediately after his 2017 season with Washington, Murphy underwent microfracture surgery to 

repair cartilage in his right knee. The surgery set him back and hobbled him for most of 2018. He was efficient, hitting .299 

with 12 homers, but over just 91 games. 

An offseason free of surgery and pain left Murphy time to work out earlier in preparation for his Rockies arrival, trying to 

strengthen his legs to last a full season. Murphy hopes his clipped season a year ago left him with less wear and tear. 

And while his place with the Rockies is meant to be an offensive boost — the Rockies essentially swapped him in to 

replace DJ LeMahieu, even if at a different position — that enhancement is meant to be more than his. Murphy’s 

experience as an accomplished hitter, with two Silver Slugger awards and a second-place finish in NL MVP voting in 

2016, the Rockies hope will translate through the lineup. 

“I’m always excited to talk about hitting. But the only reason I know something about hitting is because I’ve gotten out, 

like, a lot,” Murphy said. “It’s a dialogue. I’m always willing to talk, but I’m going to try as hard as I can not to impose my 

belief system on anyone else.” 
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