
Alonso hits MLB's first slam of '18 in Tribe's win 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
SEATTLE -- Yonder Alonso has not felt like the new guy for awhile now, but that feeling of belonging really cemented on Saturday at Safeco 
Field. Not only did Alonso launch his first home run in an Indians uniform, but he did it in grand fashion. 
 
In a 6-5 victory over the Mariners, Alonso delivered the first blow, belting a James Paxton fastball into the right-field seats for a first-inning grand 
slam, the first in the Major Leagues this season. The first baseman wants to prove that last year's power displays were no fluke, but more than 
anything, he wants to feel at home in Cleveland's lineup. 
 
"Doing something for the team," Alonso said, "I think it makes you settled a little bit. So, that's nice." 
Indians manager Terry Francona has said on numerous occasions that new additions only feel new for "about 15 minutes" when they step into 
Cleveland's clubhouse. Alonso, who signed a two-year contract worth $16 million with the Indians during the offseason, echoed that sentiment 
throughout his first spring with the Tribe. 
 
Last year, Alonso enjoyed a breakout campaign by hitting .266 with a career-high 28 home runs, .501 slugging percentage and .866 OPS. He 
had never hit more than nine homers in a season previously. This spring, Alonso picked up where he left off, leading the Indians with seven 
home runs in Cactus League play. 
 
For Saturday's game, Francona dropped Alonso to sixth in the lineup with Paxton on the mound. The left-handed-hitting first baseman posted a 
.181 average and .679 OPS off lefties last season, but he had no issues in the Indians' first win of 2018. Against Paxton, Alonso drew a pair of 
walks after connecting for the towering home run. 
 
Jason Kipnis ignited the early rally with a double into right-center off Paxton, who later issued consecutive two-out walks to Edwin Encarnacion 
and Rajai Davis. Davis, in particular, gave Paxton fits within a nine-pitch at-bat that included five foul balls. That set the stage for Alonso to do 
damage on a 1-0 four-seamer over the heart of the plate, giving the Indians a 4-0 lead. 
 
"Raj had what felt like a 20-pitch at-bat -- just kept fouling off pitches," Alonso said. "The guys before him just had really good at-bats. Right 
away, a stressful inning for their guy, Paxton. No question, I think it was all brought because of the guys in front of me." 
 
Alonso's shot, combined with a two-run blast from Yan Gomes in the fourth inning, helped overcome an inconsistent outing from Tribe right-
hander Carlos Carrasco. Seattle struck for five runs -- three via home runs from Mitch Haniger and Nelson Cruz -- off Carrasco over his 5 2/3 
innings. Cleveland's bullpen held the Mariners in check from there. 
 
Alonso has a tough act to follow, given the high level of production Carlos Santana offered for so many years in Cleveland before signing with 
the Phillies this offseason. On Saturday, the Indians' new first baseman took a big step forward in that regard. 
 
"When the season starts," Gomes said, "I think everybody wants to make their presence [felt], and I think he did it today." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
First test for 'pen: The Indians' relief corps, which is adjusting to life after Bryan Shaw (now with the Rockies), inherited a 6-5 lead when 
Carrasco exited the game in the sixth. Zach McAllister is in line for more high-leverage looks with Shaw gone, and the big right-hander 
answered the bell with an inning of work to bridge the game to Andrew Miller. Cleveland's relief ace sidestepped a few flared hits over 1 1/3 
shutout innings, and closer Cody Allen finished the game for his first save of the season. 
 
"Everyone down there," McAllister said, " is ready to take the ball whenever their name is called regardless of the situation or the role. We're 
ready." 
 
Yan gone: After the Mariners pulled within one run of the Indians -- thanks to Haniger's homer in the second and four straight singles in the third 
-- Gomes answered in a big way. In the fourth inning, the Cleveland catcher crushed a 2-2 offering from Paxton to dead center field for a two-
run home run. That shot, which had a 107.5-mph exit velocity according to Statcast™, put the Indians up, 6-3. 
 
Cruz's exit: The Mariners' big designated hitter isn't running too well due to a sore right quad, and he was taken out of the game in the eighth 
inning after twisting his right ankle. In the eighth, Guillermo Heredia pinch-hit for Cruz after Robinson Cano led off with a bloop double off Miller. 
The Indians' lefty induced a flyout from Heredia and escaped harm with two strikeouts. 
 
QUOTABLE 
"What he's been able to do is tremendous. He finds another button to push like a video game when he gets guys in scoring position or on base. 
It just turns into filthy-filthy slider instead of nasty. He's fun to watch." -- McAllister, on Miller 
 
"I'll yell you, the first slider he threw to Ichiro, I was like, 'Oh man. OK, we're out of the woods. We're out of Arizona now.' That thing took a turn. 
I was like, 'OK, I have to remember how this slider really turns.'" --Gomes, on Miller 
ICHIRO GOES ABOVE AND BEYOND 
Ichiro Suzuki patrolled right field for most of his previous 11 1/2 seasons in Seattle, winning 10 Gold Glove Awards at that position. But Ichiro 
proved he can play left field pretty well, even at age 44, as he went up over the wall to rob Jose Ramirez of a home run in the third inning with a 



perfectly timed leap. Ichiro also got his first hit for the Mariners since July 21, 2012, with an infield single in the third and added a base hit off 
Miller in the seventh in a 2-for-4 day. 
 
WHAT'S NEXT 
Trevor Bauer enjoyed a career year in 2017 (17-9, 4.19 ERA, 196 strikeouts, 176 1/3 innings), but the right-hander hardly was complacent over 
the winter. He focused on developing a new slider, which he will debut on Sunday, when the Indians take on the Mariners in a 4:10 p.m. ET 
rubber game at Safeco Field. 
 
Extended spring ABs Brantley's next step 
By Jordan Bastian MLB.com @MLBastian 
SEATTLE -- The Indians are hoping to have Michael Brantley off the 10-day disabled list and back in their lineup in the near future, but the club 
first has to navigate around poor weather forecasts and Minor League Spring Training coming to a close. For now, the All-Star left fielder will 
continue to rehab his right ankle injury in Arizona. 
 
Prior to Saturday's game against the Mariners, Indians manager Terry Francona noted that Brantley was scheduled to take part in extended 
spring games on Monday and Tuesday. Cleveland is considering leaving a couple Triple-A pitchers in Arizona for those days to better simulate 
at-bats for Brantley. 
 
Francona said the team has not yet discussed plans for a Minor League rehab assignment in Triple-A (Columbus' season starts on Friday at 
Indianapolis) or Double-A (Akron begins on Thursday at Altoona). Columbus does not play at home until April 12, and Akron's first homestand 
begins on April 13. 
 
"Let's see where he's at [after Monday and Tuesday]," Francona said of Brantley. "I think we're still trying to figure out what to do, especially if 
it's that cold, things like that. It's hard to send somebody somewhere and not play, so we're kind of working through all that." 
 
Brantley, who was limited to 90 games last season due to the injury, which necessitated surgery in October, would be eligible to come off the 
DL in time for the Indians' home opener against the Royals on Friday at Progressive Field. He appeared in three Cactus League games this 
spring but has been accumulating at-bats and innings in the field on the Minor League side over the past couple of weeks. 
 
Worth noting 
• Francona said he plans on batting first baseman Yonder Alonso sixth against left-handed pitchers, but that creates some questions about who 
to hit fifth in Brantley's absence. Against Mariners southpaw James Paxton on Saturday, outfielder Rajai Davis was slotted into the No. 5 spot. 
 
"Until we get Brant back, where we have more of a set [lineup]," Francona said, "I'm trying to separate some guys [who hit from the same side]. 
And the guys that we're going to pinch-hit for, maybe have them in a situation where, if we do hit, they're facing the right guy." 
 
• Right-hander Danny Salazar (10-day DL, right shoulder) continues to work through a throwing program, including mound sessions, at the 
team's facility in Goodyear, Ariz. Francona said there is a strong chance that Salazar will remain in Arizona for the next month or so. 
• Infielder Giovanny Urshela (10-day DL, right hamstring) is scheduled to play in extended spring games on Monday and Tuesday before 
heading out on a Minor League rehab assignment. 
 
• Lefty Ryan Merritt (10-day DL, left knee) is back on a mound and should be cleared to face hitters soon. 
 
• Catcher Yan Gomes started for the Indians on Thursday and Saturday, but Roberto Perez will be behind the plate to catch starter Trevor 
Bauer on Sunday in Seattle. 
 
Covering the Bases: Game 2 
by Jordan Bastian 
FIRST: There were a few occasions this spring, when discussing reliever Zach McAllister, that manager Terry Francona resorted to the same 
closing comment. 
 
“I just think he’s situated to have a really good year,” Francona would say. 
 
Having become familiar with Tito-isms over the year, there are a few layers within that simple comment. First and foremost, and the most 
obvious one, is that Francona does indeed have growing confidence in McAllister’s abilities as a reliever. 
 
The big right-hander can go more than one inning, his fastball has played up out of the bullpen and he’s coming off a career year. Last season, 
McAllistter had a 2.61 ERA in 50 outings, striking out 66 in 62 innings. Most of the damage was done against righty hitters (.189 average/.535 
OPS), and it’s a safe bet that Francona will again look to limit exposure to lefties where it’s feasible. 
 
The next layer is that Francona is sending a message. Bryan Shaw is gone. Someone has to help pick up those innings and McAllister is the 
most logical fit. So, more high-leverage chances will be available. Hey, McAllister, perform well, and you’re situated to have a really good year. 
 



A third layer involves McAllister’s maturation as a big leaguer. Believe it or not, this will mark the eighth season in which the righty has pitched 
in the Majors for Cleveland. His work ethic has never been a question, but Francona has seen growth on a number of other fronts. 
 
That element was mentioned by Francona when — after casting that vote of confidence for the reliever a few times during the preseason — the 
manager was asked why he felt this way about McAllister. 
 
“Opportunity,” replied the manager. “But, I think he’s in great shape. His arm looks strong. He bounces back so well. He’s so resilient. But, I just 
think he’s in a good place. Sometimes, guys get to a certain maturity point. 
 
“I just like the way he’s executing pitches. When he doesn’t execute a pitch, I like the way he bounces back the next pitch. I just think he’s 
grown a lot and I think it’s good, because we’re going to need it.” 
 
Francona was hoping for an early-season leverage opportunity to get McAllister into the mix. Thanks to Corey Kluber’s complete game on 
Opening Day, the relievers got to keep their feet up for a couple extra days. On Saturday, though, Carlos Carrasco’s turbulent outing present a 
6–5 lead in need of protecting. 
 
McAllister was the first arm called upon in the sixth inning. 
 
“We’re ready,” McAllister said. “It was definitely nice to hear my name called. It was definitely nice to hear my name called, for sure, and to get 
that first one out of the way.” 
 
McAllister retired Mitch Haniger to end the sixth and then created two quick outs to open the seventh. That bridged the gap to Andrew Miller, 
who went 1.2 innings before Cody Allen took over in the ninth. It was McAllister, however, who filled Shaw’s shoes in the bullpen’s first test of 
2018. 
 
“I thought he did a great job,” Francona said. “I wanted to get him in there in one of those situations, because I think it’ll be good for his 
confidence, because we’re going to need him. We’re going to need all of them, but Mac’s going to play a good part.” 
 
SECOND: One of the challenges for pitchers who train in Arizona during the spring is properly gauging the readiness of the breaking pitches. 
The environment tends to flatten out pitches that have more movement in different Major League cities. 
 
For example, Indians ace Corey Kluber said he relies on feel during the spring, as opposed to reading too much into pure results on his 
curveball or cutter. Sometimes the pitch might feel exactly the way he wants it to out of his hand, and then it doesn’t move in its typical way and 
gets crushed in Arizona climate. 
 
“If I execute them, that’s icing on the cake,” Kluber said earlier this month. “But, I think the most important thing is you want to feel like you’re in 
a good spot mechanically, with your release point and how the ball is coming out of your hand. 
 
“I know what I want the pitches to feel like coming out of my hand. It can definitely be frustrating at times when you think that you do that and 
you spin a breaking ball up there and it gets hit 400 feet, or you throw a good one and spike it or something like that. So, it’s tough at times, for 
sure.” 
 
I mention this because the Indians are no longer in Arizona. 
 
In the bottom of the seventh, Miller took over for McAllister and faced Mariners icon Ichiro Suzuki. When the left-hander released his slider, 
Tribe catcher Yan Gomes got a quick reminder of how that pitch moves when it is no longer hindered by the desert air. 
 
“I’ll yell you, the first slider he threw to Ichiro,” said Gomes, whose eyes widened while recalling the pitch. “I was like, ‘Oh man. OK, we’re out of 
the woods. We’re out of Arizona now.’ That thing took a turn. I was like, ‘OK, I have to remember how this slider really turns.’” 
 
Ichiro eventually flared a single to left and Dee Gordon did the same, but Miller escaped with a strikeout of Jean Segura. In the eighth, 
Robinson Cano reached with a bloop double. It came with a 5-percent hit probability, per Statcast, but center fielder Bradley Zimmer broke back 
initially and could not recover in time to make a clean catch. 
 
Miller sidestepped harm there, too. Flyout. Strikeout. Intentional walk. Strikeout. Thanks for playing. 
 
“What he’s been able to do is tremendous,” McAllister said. “He finds another button to push like a video game when he gets guys in scoring 
position or on base. It just turns into filthy-filthy slider instead of nasty. He’s fun to watch.” 
 
THIRD: Francona unveiled his first versus-lefty lineup on Saturday, when the Mariners sent James Paxton to the mound. 
 
Francisco Lindor (switch) 
Jason Kipnis (left) 
Jose Ramirez (switch) 



Edwin Encarnacion (right) 
Rajai Davis (right) 
Yonder Alonso (left) 
Brandon Guyer (right) 
Yan Gomes (right) 
Lonnie Chisenhall (left) 
 
We learned a few things. One: Cleveland could benefit from having Michael Brantley back for the sake of lineup stability. Two: Francona wants 
to use Alonso sixth against lefties. Three: Francona is always thinking about who might come in off the bench. For example, Zimmer took over 
for Guyer in the fifth inning. 
 
Davis in the fifth spot raised a few eyebrows, but the decision to put Alonso sixth creates uncertainty for the №5 spot until Brantley returns. 
Against Paxton, Francona considered the lack of history against the pitcher for the bulk of the lineup, and Davis’ success (5-for-11, HR, 3B, BB) 
against the lefty. 
 
The lineup worked this time. With two on and two outs, Davis put up a fight against Paxton in the first inning. He went through a nine-pitch at-
bat that included five foul balls (four in a row at one point). Eventually, Davis drew a walk to load the bases for Alonso. Two pitches later? 
Grand slam. 
 
“That [rally] was done prior to that [home run], with the rest of the guys,” Alonso said. “Raj had what felt like a 20-pitch at-bat — just kept fouling 
off pitches. The guys before him just had really good at-bats. Right away, a stressful inning for their guy, Paxton. No question. I think it was all 
brought because of the guys in front of me.” 
 
HOME: I don’t care who you root for, watching Ichiro play at 44 years old and do so back in a Seattle uniform is pretty cool. And the legend still 
knows how to put on a show. 
 
The pregame introduction of Ichiro on Thursday night was goosebump-inducing. On Saturday, he showed that there’s still life in those legs. 
Jose Ramirez looked like he had his first homer of the season, but Ichiro made a perfectly-timed leap in left, snaring the baseball before it could 
clear the wall. The crowd went crazy and unleashed classic chants of, “ICHIRO! ICHIRO!” 
 
https://medium.com/media/92861597fd445ed1f8264f257e65934a/href 
Ramirez got Ichiro back in the ninth inning. 
 
Facing Allen, the future Hall-of-Famer slapped a pitch up the third-base line and shot out of the batter’s box. In Ichiro’s prime, this was a 
guaranteed single. Ramirez hustled in, grabbed the ball and got off a quick throw to Alonso, who gathered the ball and made a sweeping tag of 
Ichiro for the out. 
 
“You can feel the runner. You can kind of see him a little bit,” Alonso said. “With Ichiro, he’s running down the line pretty good. It was kind of a 
slow chopper. He had to get rid of it right away. I saw the ball up the line and was just trying to make sure I hold on to it, apply the tag and 
squeeze as hard as I can.” 
 
Alonso was impressed with the speed Ichiro still displays. 
 
“Geez. He’s fast, man,” said the first baseman. “He’s still fast. I didn’t really get to see him in his early days, but I got to see him quite a bit on 
TV. Even now, he’s running down the line pretty good.” 
 
March 31: Tito’s pregame minutiae 
by Jordan Bastian 
Indians manager Terry Francona’s pregame chat with reporters… 
 
On hitting Rajai Davis fifth vs. James Paxton: 
TF: “I want to most likely hit Alonso sixth against lefties. Until we get Brant back, where we have more of a set [lineup], I’m trying to separate 
some guys and the guys that we’re going to pinch-hit for, maybe have them in a situation where, if we do hit, they’re facing the right guy. And 
some of it’s just his history. There’s not a ton of history, not a ton of good history, and he’s the one guy that’s really swung the bat well against 
him.” 
 
On Paxton: 
TF: “Oh boy. You know what? His arm angle is different than it was. It kind of reminds of like a Mark Mulder, where he throws it this way 
[downhill] and he can get [good movement] going. He’s got velocity. He can be one of the best. I hope it’s not today. And he hasn’t been able to 
always stay healthy, but there’s a lot to like about him if you’re on their team. We saw him pitch that game in Spring Training about three or four 
years ago, man, and wow. It was impressive.” 
 
On the plan for Michael Brantley’s rehab this week: 
 



TF: “You know what? From what I understand, they have Monday and Tuesday, they have some games in Arizona planned. I don’t know. My 
guess is the rookie league kids probably. And I think they’re trying to maybe hold out a Triple-A pitcher or two. I know they have two games 
planned, because Gio is going to do the same thing. He’s going to stay in Goodyear for those two days and then go to Columbus.” 
 
On whether Brantley will start a rehab assignment after the extended spring games: 
 
TF: “Let’s see where he’s at. I think we’re still trying to figure out what to do, especially if it’s that cold — things like that. It’s hard to send 
somebody somewhere and not play, so we’re kind of working through all that.” 
 
On whether Danny Salazar will continue throwing program in Arizona: 
 
TF: “Yes. I wouldn’t be surprised if he’d probably be out there maybe a month. That’s a general figure, but that’s probably prettty close.” 
 
On Matt Belisle’s showing this spring: 
 
TF: “All but the one night… He can spin the ball, whatever the count is, like a veteran can. I think we just, in doing our homework and watching 
him for years, he’s kind of one of those guys that he’s one of the better teammates that you’re ever going to see. I think that carried a lot of 
weight with us, just the way he carries himself. It’s hard in Spring Training, if you’re going to make an evaluation on ERAs. There’s no getting 
around it — it’s hard. And we had a really tough decision. I think we just felt like he brings so much other than just the inning he’s pitching.” 
 
On whether Roberto Perez (starting Sunday) will catch Trevor Bauer this season: 
 
TF: “During Spring Training, ‘Berto caught Kluber a few times and Gomer caught Trevor I think three times. So, we’ll see. I don’t think it always 
has to be like that and I haven’t really looked too much at the Anaheim series yet. So, we’ll see.” 
 
On whether the Indians would like to keep Abe Almonte (DFA’d Thursday): 
 
TF: “Oh yeah. Switch-hitter that can play all three outfield spots.” 
 
On whether being sent down was a wake-up call for Almonte: 
 
TF: “Oh, I don’t know. I think we had kind of gone over it in Spring Training. He was a little heavy when he came in. I don’t think he put himself 
in the best spot to maybe make our team. And we always tell guys, once we make a decision, we’ll tell you. So, that’s kind of how we did it.” 
 
On Corey Kluber having a good start right out of the chute: 
 
TF: “You hope that that’s, I’m trying to think how to say it. When he gets on a roll, the roll can go the whole year. Like last year, I think it took 
him until he came back off the DL. He’s so consistent at such a high level, that would be terrific.” 
 

Indians 6, Mariners 5: Yonder Alonso’s grand slam le ads Indians to first win 

By Ryan Lewis 

SEATTLE: With one swing, newcomer Yonder Alonso both announced his presence in the Indians lineup and reminded the Seattle Mariners 
that perhaps they should have held onto him this winter. 

Alonso, who had a quiet debut Thursday night, came to the plate in the first inning with the bases loaded on Saturday and launched a grand 
slam against his former team, a four-run blast that helped propel the Indians to their first win of the season, 6-5 over the Mariners at Safeco 
Field. 

Alonso was hitting sixth — behind Rajai Davis — with left-hander James Paxton on the mound, a matchup that might normally favor the 
Mariners. Paxton (0-1), though, left a fastball out over the middle of the plate, and Alonso belted it.  

 “When the season starts, I think everybody wants to make their presence [felt], and I think he did it today,” Yan Gomes said of Alonso. “That’s 
the kind of threat we have in the middle of the lineup, especially with him and [Edwin Encarnacion]. You get guys like Frankie [Lindor] and Jose 
[Ramirez] getting on base, those guys are going to drive in a lot of runs.” 

The Mariners (1-1) chipped away against Indians starter Carlos Carrasco. Mitch Haniger hit a solo home run in the second and Jean Segura 
and Robinson Cano each added RBI singles in the third inning to slice the lead to 4-3. 

“Give them a lot of credit. They kept coming,” Indians manager Terry Francona said of the Mariners, who downed the Indians 2-1 in Thursday’s 
season opener. “They were coming right up until the last out.” 

Gomes answered in the fourth, hitting a towering two-run home run to center field for his first homer of the season and a 6-3 Indians lead. 

Nelson Cruz fired back and made it a one-run game in the sixth with a two-run home run, his second homer in as many games, off Carrasco. 

Carrasco (1-0) had a rough first outing of the season, allowing five earned runs on seven hits in 5⅔ innings to go with four strikeouts. 



One of the major questions for the Indians (1-1) this season is how they’ll split the innings — handled last season by the now-departed Bryan 
Shaw — to bridge the gap from the starters to Andrew Miller and Cody Allen. On Saturday, it was Zach McAllister, who recorded three outs 
without allowing a hit. 

“That’s nice to know that,” McAllister said of Francona choosing him late in a tight game. “But everyone down there is ready to take the ball 
whenever their name is called regardless of the situation or the role. We’re ready. It was definitely nice to hear my name called, for sure, and to 
get that first one out of the way.” 

It was Miller who ran into trouble in the eighth when Cano led off the inning with a double that landed just beyond the diving reach of Bradley 
Zimmer in center field. From there, Miller induced a flyout and struck out Kyle Seager and Ryon Healy to end the inning. 

Miller also reminded Gomes that he left his spring training gear back in Arizona. 

“I’ll yell ya, the first slider he threw to Ichiro [Suzuki], I was like, ‘Oh, man. OK, we’re out of the woods. We’re out of Arizona now,’ ” Gomes said 
of Miller. “That thing took a turn. I was like, ‘OK, I have to remember how this slider really turns.’ It was good to see him, not get into trouble, but 
a couple not-so-hard hits and he came out there and got himself out of it. That’s the kind of stuff we see from all those guys in the back-end.” 

Cody Allen entered in the ninth and recorded a 1-2-3 inning for his first save of the season. 

Ryan Lewis  
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Indians notebook: Michael Brantley to play in two mi nor-league games next week; Danny Salazar to remain in Arizona roughly a 
month 

By Ryan Lewis 

SEATTLE: Indians outfielder Michael Brantley is expected to play in a couple of minor-league games next week and will then have the next 
steps of his rehab determined by the club. 

Brantley, on the 10-day disabled list to start the season, has remained in Arizona as he continues working his way back from offseason ankle 
surgery. Triple-A camp breaks on Saturday, so the Indians have had to get creative to keep him on a schedule. 

Brantley will take part in minor-league games planned for Monday and Tuesday. The club will then determine what the next move is dependent 
on logistics, workload and the climate, as they might not want him to finish his rehab in the cold of Columbus. The Indians also might hold back 
a Triple-A pitcher or two. 

“Let’s see where he’s at,” Indians manager Terry Francona said of Brantley’s next step after Tuesday. “I think we’re still trying to figure out what 
to do, especially if it’s that cold — things like that. It’s hard to send somebody somewhere and not play, so we’re kind of working through all 
that.” 

Giovanny Urshela, rehabbing a right hamstring injury, will also take part in those two minor-league games. 

Francona also said starting pitcher Danny Salazar, starting the season on the 10-day disabled list due to shoulder inflammation, could remain in 
Arizona for roughly a month as he works his way back. 

Getting creative 

Rajai Davis was in the fifth spot in the lineup in the Indians’ second game of the season, an unlikely spot for his skillset. It was only the 12th 
start of his career hitting fifth in the lineup, the third-fewest in any slot aside from third or fourth (zero starts each). 

It is partly due to the Indians’ desire to break up the lefties in the lineup, which is in a way planning on the onslaught of lefty relievers they 
expect to face in the later innings on most nights. 

“I want to most likely hit Alonso sixth against lefties,” Francona said. “Until we get Brant back, where we have more of a set [lineup], I’m trying to 
separate some guys and the guys that we’re going to pinch-hit for, maybe have them in a situation where, if we do hit, they’re facing the right 
guy. And some of it’s just his history. There’s not a ton of history, not a ton of good history, and he’s the one guy that’s really swung the bat well 
against [Seattle Mariners starter James Paxton].” 

Ryan Lewis  
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Indians 6, Mariners 5: 15 Walk-Off Thoughts on Yonder Alonso’s grand slam welcoming party, the first call for Zach McAllister, the return of 
Andrew Miller’s real slider 

By Ryan Lewis 

Here are 15 Walk-Off Thoughts after the Indians held off the Seattle Mariners 6-5 Saturday afternoon at Safeco Field for their first win of the 
season. 

1. It can be natural for a player joining a new team to want to make a quick contribution, so he at least has one good mark on his record with his 
new teammates. It is probably especially true for anyone who signs a lucrative free-agent deal over the winter, perhaps adding a layer of 
financial pressure. And it might be triple-y true for someone replacing a mainstay in the lineup for nearly the last decade. 

2. It doesn’t mean it’s the primary focus, but perhaps in the recesses of the subconscious, the new-guy-needing-to-contribute factor is lurking 
somewhere. Indians manager Terry Francona has spoken about it before, where maybe that first big hit or play allows players to not try to do 
too much, or simply relax a bit into their normal selves. 

3. So when Yonder Alonso stepped to the plate with the bases loaded in the first inning of Saturday’s game, that was certainly a chance to 
accomplish those goals. Then, when James Paxton left a fastball out and over the plate, Alonso had his opening. And he crushed it for a grand 
slam, his first home run with the Indians. 



4. Alonso said that the feeling of being the new guy had passed, so that part was out of the way. But, he added, “Doing something for the team, 
I think it makes you get settled a little bit, so that’s nice.” 

5. Said Yan Gomes: “When the season starts, I think everybody wants to make their presence, and I think he did it today. That’s the kind of 
threat we have in the middle of the lineup, especially with him and Eddie. You get guys like Frankie and Jose getting on base, those guys are 
going to drive in a lot of runs.” 

6. Something that can be easy to overlook isn’t the highlight at-bat, but the one that came before it and allowed it to happen. In that first inning, 
Rajai Davis came to the plate with two runners on and two outs. He compiled a nine-pitch at-bat, fighting off pitch after pitch and staying alive 
before drawing a walk to load the bases. 

7. It was just a walk in the box score, but it was a masterful job to keep the at-bat alive and give Alonso a chance. Instead of the inning ending, 
two pitches later it was 4-0 Indians. Alonso gets the highlight, but it doesn’t happen without Davis. 

8. Said Alonso: “I was just looking to just get a good pitch to hit and hit it hard. I’m trying to play the game and obviously, I think all of that was 
done prior to that, with the rest of the guys. Raj had what felt like a 20-pitch at-bat. Just kept fouling off pitches. The guys before him just had 
really good at-bats. Right away, a stressful inning for their guy, Paxton. No question. I think it was all brought because of the guys in front of 
me.” 

9. One of the major questions for this team compared to the 2017 edition to answer is how the Indians split up the innings left behind by the 
departed Bryan Shaw. Shaw was used as much as any reliever in baseball the last five years, and many of those appearances were made in 
an effort to bridge the gap to Cody Allen (and, for the last season and a half, Andrew Miller). Zach McAllister and Dan Otero, especially, figure 
to see a higher number of high-leverage situations and appearances in tight games this season. On Saturday, it was McAllister who got the call 
first. He responded by retiring all three batters he faced to get to Miller. 

10. Aside from Miller and Allen, how McAllister, Otero and the Indians’ bullpen handle some of the earlier high-leverage innings will be a key 
factor to how that unit operates as a whole. 

11. Said McAllister on having his name called first: “That’s nice to know that, but everyone down there is ready to take the ball whenever their 
name is called regardless of the situation or the role. We’re ready. It was definitely nice to hear my name called. It was definitely nice to hear 
my name called, for sure, and to get that first one out of the way.” 

12. Said Francona about McAllister: “I thought he did a great  job. I wanted to get him in there in one of those situations, because I think it’ll be 
good for his confidence, because we’re going to need him. We’re going to need all of them, but Mac’s going to play a good part.” 

13. Andrew Miller worked into and then out of trouble twice, though he wasn’t exactly knocked around. In the seventh, the ageless Ichiro Suzuki 
hit a single and then Dee Gordon followed with a bloop single. Miller responded by striking out Jean Segura to end the inning. In the eighth, 
Robinson Cano blooped a ball into center field. Bradley Zimmer in center field broke back on the ball first and wasn’t able to recover in time, 
turning it into a double. Miller induced a flyout, he struck out Kyle Seager and then after intentionally walking Mitch Haniger, he brought Ryon 
Healy to his knees with a wipeout slider to end the inning unscathed. 

14. Gomes, who also hit a two-run home run, knew Miller was back to his regular-season-self the first time Miller uncorked his military-grade 
slider. Said Gomes: “I’ll yell ya, the first slider he threw to Ichiro, I was like, ‘Oh man. OK, we’re out of the woods. We’re out of Arizona now.’ 
That thing took a turn. I was like, ‘OK, I have to remember how this slider really turns.’ It was good to see him, not get into trouble, but a couple 
not-so-hard hits and he came out there and got himself out of it. That’s the kind of stuff we see from all those guys in the back-end.” 

15. Said McAllister on Miller’s ability to work out of trouble: “What he’s been able to do is tremendous. He finds another button to push like a 
video game when he gets guys in scoring position or on base. It just turns into a filthy-filthy slider instead of nasty. He’s fun to watch. You 
always want him to have those clean innings and not give up those extra hits, but he’s incredible what he’s able to do.” 

Cleveland Indians beat Mariners, 6-5, with power an d good relief pitching 

By Paul Hoynes, 

SEATTLE -- Carlos Carrasco wasn't as good Saturday afternoon as Corey Kluber was in Thursday's season opener, but the Indians hitters 
showed remarkable improvement and the bullpen wasn't bad either. 

Yonder Alonso hit a first-inning grand slam and Yan Gomes added a two-run homer to hold off the Mariners for a 6-5 win at Safeco Field. 

Seattle left-hander James Paxton (0-1, 11.57) was in a two-out bases-loaded jam in the first when Alonso, who historically struggles against 
lefties, drove a 1-0 pitch deep into the right field seats for his third career grand slam. Alonso, who hit seven home runs in spring training to tie 
for the AL lead, ended last season with the Mariners. 

Jason Kipnis doubled and Edwin Encarnacion and Rajai Davis walked to bring Alonso to the plate. Davis worked Paxton for a nine-pitch walk. 

"It's incredible," said Alonso. "Obviously, I wasn't looking to do that. I was just looking to get a good pitch and hit it hard." 

He gave credit to Kipnis, Encarnacion and Davis for getting on base ahead of him. 

"Raj had what felt like a 20-pitch at-bat," said Alonso. "He just kept fouling pitches off. The guys before him had really good at-bats." 

Yonder Diaz on first-inning grand slam for Cleveland Indians 

Carrasco (1-0, 7.94) made a big chunk of that lead disappear in a hurry. He gave up a homer to Mitch Haniger with two out in the second. The 
homer gave Haniger four hits in as many at-bats to start the season. 

In the third, after left fielder Ichiro Suzuki stole a home run from Jose Ramirez in the top of the inning, Seattle added two more runs to make it 
4-3. Consecutive singles by Jean Segura and Robinson Cano accounted for the runs. 

"What happened today was I made a mistake with a couple of pitches," said Carrasco. "Then I made some good pitches and they got a base 
hit. I'm glad we won the game today." 

Gomes, who hit five homers in spring training, gave Carrasco some room to work with a two-run homer in the fourth to make it 6-3. 



Carrasco finally found his footing, retiring six straight in the fourth and fifth, but he lost the strike zone again in the sixth. Cano reached on a 
single through the middle and Nelson Cruz hit a two-run homer to pull the Mariners within a run. 

Zach McAllister relieved Carrasco to get the last out in the sixth and the first two outs in the seventh. Then the Mariners got a look at a healthy 
Andrew Miller. Last year Miller was dealing with a sore right knee and was a bit off his game. That was not the case Saturday. 

Yes, he allowed bloop hits to lefties Ichiro and Dee Gordon in the seventh, but he struck out Segura to end that threat. In the seventh, Cano 
reached on a double that a sprawling Bradley Zimmer had bounce out of his glove in center. Then Miller and the Tribe caught a break. 

Carlos Carrasco struggles but wins 

Guillermo Heredia pinch-hit for Cruz and hit a harmless fly to ball to left field. Cruz, who beat Kluber and the Indians on Thursday night, 2-1, 
with a two-run homer, did not come to the plate because of a sprained right ankle. Cruz injured himself when he slipped on a step headed to 
the batting cage after homering in the sixth. 

"We knew. We knew," said manager Terry Francona, when asked about Cruz.  "Word spreads pretty quick, so we kind of thought something 
was going on. 

"And that's one of those where, you don't ever want to see the guy get hurt. For two days, I'll take it, but you don't ever want to see a guy get 
hurt." 

Miller ended the inning with strikeouts of Kyle Seager and Haniger. 

"The first slider he threw to Ichiro, I said, "Oh, man, we're out of Arizona now,'" said Gomes, when asked about Miller. "That thing took a turn 
and I said, 'OK, I've got to remember how this slider really turns. 

"It was good to see him give up a couple of hits and get out of it. That what we see out of all those guys at the back end." 

Added McAllister, "He finds another button to push like a video game when he gets guys in scoring position or on base. It just turns into filhty-
filthy slider instead of nasty. He's fun to watch." 

Cody Allen pitched a perfect ninth for the save. 

The pitches 

Carrasco threw 77 pitches, 52 (68 percent) for strikes. Paxton threw 104 pitches, 60 (58 percent) for strikes. 

Thanks for coming 

The Indians and Mariners drew 35,881 fans to Safeco Field on clear, crisp Saturday afternoon. First pitch was at 4:10 p.m. and the temperature 
was 48 degrees. 

Next 

Trevor Bauer will make his first start of the season on Sunday when he faces Seattle right-hander Mike Leake. Bauer lead all big-league 
pitchers this spring with 29 1/3 innings and 39 strikeouts. 

He will be making his eighth appearance and seventh start against Seattle. He's 1-4 with a 4.74 ERA. 

Leake pitched with Atlanta and Seattle last year. He is 2-2 with a 3.92 ERA in seven starts against the Indians. 
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Cleveland Indians called Matt Belisle late and he w as ready, willing and able 

By Paul Hoynes 

SEATTLE -- Matt Belisle figures it's better to get called late than not at all. 

He didn't sign with the Indians until Feb. 25. Spring training started on Feb. 14, but Belisle tried not to stress about it. 

After all, he's 37 and been through this before. 

"I feel like I'm somewhat conditioned to not getting a call in the off-season," said Belisle. "It's never the greatest feeling. The first time it 
happened was definitely different and uncomfortable." 

This is Belisle's 15th season in the big leagues. In his first 11 seasons, he pitched for two teams, Cincinnati and Colorado. Over the last four, 
he's pitched with four teams - St. Louis, Washington, Minnesota and the Indians. 

He said waiting for a team to call call will make one humble and re-engages your why factor. 

"The first time it took a long time was after I was the Cardinals (2015)," said Belisle. "The Nationals called really late. After doing it for a while, 
it's an interesting feeling, but I think it's also good. 

"It's humbling when you get out of your comfort zone. It makes you look at yourself and make sure you're doing everything you can. It gives you 
humility. It gives you perspective. It re-engages your why on what you're doing. 

"I looked at it as an opportunity to get a little bit better personally with perspective rather than act like the game owed me anything." 

The Indians signed Belisle right after they signed Carlos Torres, another veteran reliever. The last spot in the bullpen came down to those two 
pitchers. The Indians picked Belisle. 

"He can spin the ball, whatever the count it, like a veteran can," said manager Terry Francona. "In doing our homework and watching him for 
years, he's one of the better teammates that you're ever going to see. That carried a lot of weight with us. 

"We had a really tough decision. We just felt he brought so much more than the inning he was pitching." 



The Indians tried to keep Torres in the organization, but he used his opt out clause and signed a minor-league deal with Washington. 

"We really did want Torres to come back," said Francona. 

Plans on top of plans: The Indians are still working through plans on how to keep Michael Brantley and Giovanny Urshela sharp while they are 
in Goodyear, Ariz. They opened the year on the disabled list and have been playing minor-league games in Goodyear, but the minor league 
clubs broke camp on Saturday. 

Francona said Brantley and Urshela would probably play a couple of games with players in extended spring. Urshela, recovering from a right 
hamstring injury, will then report to Class AAA Columbus. It's unclear what Brantley's next step will be as he recovers from right ankle surgery. 

Danny Salazar, meanwhile, isn't going anywhere. Francona said Salazar is probably going to remain in Goodyear for at least a month. He came 
to camp with inflammation in his right shoulder and missed all of spring training while rehabbing. 

Minor matters: Yu Cheng will open at shortstop at Class AAA Columbus and veteran Adam Rosales will play second. Eric Stamets is on the 
disabled list. 

Bobby Bradley will return to Class AA Akron to play first base. Mike Napoli and Nellie Rodriguez are playing first at Columbus. 

Willi Castro will open the season at short in Akron. Cheng and Castro were in big league camp for the first time this spring. 

Welcome back, Abe? Francona said if the Indians aren't able to trade Abraham Almonte, and he is not claimed on waivers, they would probably 
take him back. 

"He's a switch-hitter who can play all three outfield positions," said Francona. 

Almonte, who has played parts of the last three seasons with the Indians, was designated for assignment on Thursday when the Indians set 
their 25-man roster. He's making a guaranteed $825,000, but the Indians optioned him to the minors in March because he came to camp out of 
shape and wasn't competitive in the outfield. 

Finally: Former Indians manager Manny Acta has moved from third base coach to bench coach for the Mariners. Seattle manager Scott Servais 
and Acta played together in the minors. ... Last year Corey Kluber got off to a slow start and then went on the DL with a back injury in May. 
When he came off it, he went on a roll that won him his second Cy Young in four years. Thursday night he opened the season with a complete 
game six-hitter in a 2-1 loss to the Mariners. 

"When he gets on a roll, the roll can go the whole year," said Francona. 

Now that would be something to see. 

Yonder Alonso helped Jose Ramirez get revenge for Ic hiro's home run robbery with a nifty tag in the 9th 
By Joe Noga, cleveland.com jnoga@cleveland.com 
CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Mariners outfielder Ichiro Suzuki set the Internet ablaze Saturday when he robbed Cleveland's Jose Ramirez of a home 
run leading off the third inning. 
 
The 44-year-old, who returned to Seattle this year after six seasons with the Yankees and Marlins, made a leaping catch over the left field wall 
at Safeco Field that kept Ramirez hitless in the season's first two games. 
The Seattle crowd chanted "Ichiro! Ichiro!" in response. 
 
Mariners starting pitcher James Paxton raised his glove in a salute. Meanwhile, every 40-something with a Twitter account sounded his or her 
appreciation for Suzuki's heroics. 
 
"I haven't made a play like that in left field," Suzuki told reporters after the game. "I was able to get to the ball quickly and get to the wall, so I'm 
glad it worked out." 
 
Meanwhile, Ramirez just waited for his chance to return the favor. 
 
That opportunity came with one out in the bottom of the ninth inning when Suzuki stepped to the plate against Tribe closer Cody Allen with his 
Mariners trailing, 6-5. 
 
Ichiro slapped a curve to third base that Ramirez fielded and threw quickly to first. The throw was up the line into the baserunner, but Yonder 
Alonso made a nice play to catch the ball and tag Suzuki on the way by for the second out of the inning. 
"You can feel the runner. You can kind of see him a little bit," Alonso told reporters after the game. "With Ichiro, he's running down the line 
pretty good. It was kind of a slow chopper. He had to get rid of it right away. I saw the ball up the line and was just trying to make sure I hold on 
to it, apply the tag and squeeze as hard as I can." 
 
The Indians' defense struggled throughout the day with batted balls in play as Jason Kipnis and Bradley Zimmer each saw tough chances get 
away from them in the field. 
 
But Ramirez and Alonso managed to keep Suzuki off the bases with the potential tying run when it counted. 
 
"We've got a long way to go, but it was a good team win," Alonso said in a postgame interview with SportsTime Ohio's Andre Knott.  
 



Trevor Bauer and his shiny new toy 
Zack Meisel 4h ago  6   
SEATTLE — Trevor Bauer slept for about nine hours Friday night, so when he arrived at the visitor’s clubhouse Saturday morning, he was still 
a bit groggy. 
 
Or, as he put it: “I feel like I got hit by a truck.” 
 
That explained the lack of enthusiasm in his voice as he detailed his eagerness to take the mound Sunday afternoon at Safeco Field, his first 
outing with his enhanced repertoire. It now comes complete with what he hopes is a wicked slider, winding its way inside on left-handed hitters 
and spinning away from righties. 
 
The process began a couple of days after the Indians sputtered in the ALDS against the Yankees. Bauer retreated to his pitching laboratory 
and started to map out how he could create a new off-speed pitch. He narrowed his options to two offerings, one that resembled a Corey Kluber 
slurve and one that mirrored a Stephen Strasburg changeup. He ditched the changeup and dedicated his entire winter — vacation to Iceland 
included — to developing the slider. He studied the necessary motion, grip and spin. He pored over hours of video footage. And he threw the 
pitch over and over and over. After all, as he noted, he has thrown his plunging curveball for nearly two decades; he has thrown the slider for 
only a couple of months. 
 
Bauer test drove the new pitch all spring (and even before spring, at the Driveline facility outside of Seattle). On Sunday afternoon, he’ll 
traverse the regular-season terrain for the first time. Every piece of data Bauer has collected about the new pitch indicates to him that his 
tireless work over the offseason will pay dividends. He’ll start gathering more useful information on the pitch Sunday, when he deploys it against 
a lineup filled with big-league hitters in a major-league ballpark, with actual stakes involved. 
 
If Bauer can harness the pitch effectively, he could build on his strong second half from last season in which he posted a 3.01 ERA, with 93 
strikeouts in 83 2/3 innings. 
Here’s more from Bauer, from a Saturday-morning conversation with The Athletic. 
 
ZM: How do you know when a pitch is going to work long term? Is there a light that goes off that makes you say, “OK, this can stick,” or is there 
a line you have to draw at some point? 
 
TB: It depends on the swinging results it’s producing, how well you can command it. So you look at numbers on where that pitch is being 
effective, if it’s being effective. You look at how often you can throw it to those zones. You create some sort of number, expected run value or 
expected slugging or whatever based on the pitch, your tendencies, the pitch profile, stuff like that. You compare your movement profiles to 
other successful pitches to see if it’s a movement profile that works. If it’s not, there’s a bunch of data that goes into it. 
 
ZM: When it’s new, do you have to be a little more lenient with your expectations? 
 
TB: I don’t think so. At this point, it’s not a new pitch for me. It’s new for this season, but I’ve thrown probably 60 innings with it already and at 
this point, it’s about getting hitters out, so if it’s not an effective pitch, then I can’t throw it. Or I’m still going to throw it, but just at a smaller 
percentage of the time, so I still get the benefit of an additional pitch type in my repertoire. But ultimately it’s about throwing your best pitches 
most often. I think the movement profile on it says it’s going to profile out to be a plus pitch, so hopefully I can leverage my curveball and my 
slider as much as possible. For whatever reason, my cutter seems to have picked up an additional 2 inches of lateral movement, based on 
whatever measurements there were at Chase Field. I don’t know how accurate that is. We’ll see. I’ll start collecting data on it(Sunday). First 
game of the season with it. First time going against a full big-league lineup for the whole time. We’ll see. But all the numbers I have on it right 
now say it’s going to be a plus pitch. 
 
ZM: As you prepare for your first start, have you made the sort of progress with the pitch that you had envisioned when you started this whole 
process? 
 
TB: Yeah, pretty close. I don’t have numbers on it in a big-league game yet, so we’ll see. Hopefully it’ll be in the 5- to 7-inch range for lateral 
movement with about plus or minus 1 inch, or zero, on the vertical movement. We’ll see. Ultimately, though, it’s about how hitters react to it, so 
as long as I’m getting good reactions out of it, then that’s good. I’ve been able to command it really well, so I’ve been happy with that. 
 
ZM: Simply put, how exciting is it to start a new season with an extra weapon in your arsenal? 
 
TB: I’m excited to see how it plays out. I think that was one of the missing pieces from last year, something with zero vertical movement, 
something that broke the opposite way. I have a two-seamer and a changeup that run. I have a four-seamer that runs a little bit straighter. I 
have a cutter that’s basically straight. I didn’t have anything that went glove-side. I have plus 10 inches on the fastball and minus 10 inches on 
the curveball, but nothing in the middle. It fits in nicely in the repertoire. I had a lot of success with it in spring training. I think I led spring training 
in strikeouts, and probably 80 percent of those came on the slider. It’s spring training, whatever, but all of the data I have on it so far is very 
encouraging. 
 
For more on the process behind Bauer developing the new pitch, read this in-depth Q&A with him from spring training. 
 



Yonder Alonso’s grand slam leads Indians over Marine rs, 6-5 
By Tim Booth, The Associated Press 
SEATTLE >> A little of the pressure to contribute right away with his new club has been lifted from Yonder Alonso. 
 
Hitting a grand slam in the second game of the season will take away some stress. 
 
 “After this game, doing something for the team, I think it helps you get settled a little bit, which is nice,” Alonso said. 
Alonso hit his third career grand slam in the first inning, Yan Gomes added a two-run shot and the Indians held on for a 6-5 win over the 
Mariners on March 31. 
 
Alonso and Gomes provided the big blows off Seattle starter James Paxton, who struggled with command and failed to make it out of the fifth 
inning. 
 
Alonso was the beneficiary of a pair of two-out walks in the first inning to Edwin Encarnacion and Rajai Davis that loaded the bases. Davis’ at-
bat was crucial as he fouled off three 3-2 pitches before walking. Paxton (0-1) left a fastball in the middle of the plate and Alonso clubbed his 
first grand slam since June 6, 2015, when he was with San Diego. It was just his 12th career home run against left-handed pitching. 
 
“(Rajai) had what felt like a 20-pitch at-bat,” Alonso said. “Just kept fouling off pitches and the guys obviously before him had really good at-
bats. ... I think it was all brought because of the guys in front of me.” 
 
Gomes’ two-run shot became the difference, driving a 2-2 fastball from Paxton to the deepest part of Safeco Field. Paxton gave up six earned 
runs and walked four. 
 
“I wasn’t locating my fastball very well, and when I did, it was over the plate,” Paxton said. 
 
Paxton’s day would have been worse if not for Ichiro Suzuki showing that he can still be a defensive star even at age 44. 
 
Suzuki robbed Jose Ramirez of a home run leading off the third inning, timing his leap perfectly to reach above the wall in left field and pull back 
a ball that appeared destined for the bullpens beyond the fence. Suzuki also had his first two hits for Seattle since July 21, 2012, before he was 
traded to the New York Yankees. 
 
Suzuki reached on an infield single and scored in the third inning, and moved into 21st place by himself on the all-time hits list with a two-out 
single off Andrew Miller in the seventh. Suzuki passed Cap Anson on the hits list with 3,082. 
 
“I’d never made a play like that in left field, but I was able to get to the ball quick and get to the wall. I’m glad it worked out,” Suzuki said through 
an interpreter. 
 
Tribe starter Carlos Carrasco wasn’t at his best, either, but pitched into the sixth inning to get the victory. Carrasco (1-0) gave up five runs and 
seven hits, but didn’t walk a batter. 
 
Seattle worked its way back from the early four-run deficit on the strength of home runs by Mitch Haniger and a two-run shot by Nelson Cruz in 
the sixth inning to pull within 6-5. Cruz had just one home run in his first 48 at-bats last season; he’s got two in six at-bats this year. 
 
But Seattle could never draw even as Zach McAllister and Andrew Miller pitched 2 1/3 scoreless innings, before Cody Allen pitched the ninth for 
the save. 
 
Indians >> OF Michael Brantley is expected to remain in Arizona through at least April 3 before a decision is made on where he goes as he 
continues to recover from offseason ankle surgery. 
 
Mariners >> RHP Erasmo Ramirez threw about 25 pitches in a simulated game on March 30 as he continues to recover from a strained lat 
muscle. Ramirez is likely to throw another simulated game before going out on a rehab assignment. 
 
Indians >> Trevor Bauer gets his first start of 2018. Bauer won a career-high 17 games in 2017 and had a career-low ERA for a full season of 
4.19. 
 
Mariners >> Mike Leake makes his 2018 debut trying to build on his close to 2017. Leake was 3-1 with a 2.53 ERA in five starts after being 
acquired by Seattle late last season. 
Nick Cafardo / SUNDAY BASEBALL NOTES Tom Werner talk s ‘Roseanne’ reboot and Red Sox 

By Nick Cafardo 

Red Sox chairman Tom Werner, a longtime television executive, has apparently hit another home run in the TV world with the reboot of 
“Roseanne.” 



The debut episode on ABC last week was viewed by a whopping 18.2 million people. The episode dealt with Roseanne Barr’s character being 
a supporter of President Trump and how she and her costars handle their political differences. It came off as an “All in the Family”-type sitcom 
where real-life situations were presented with comedic elements. 

Werner, of course, is well known for cocreating “The Cosby Show” and the original “Roseanne” — which ran from 1988-97 on ABC — among 
other shows. He’s said he’s done 1,700 pilots in his days as an executive producer, many of which failed. It’s almost like a batter failing in 70 
percent of his at-bats and having a great year. That’s been Werner’s career, as it is for many TV executives. 

“Some were quite forgettable,” Werner said. 

Everything baseball every Monday-Friday during baseball season, and weekly in the offseason. 

But he saw the appeal in reuniting Barr, John Goodman, and the rest of the Conner family. 

“You want to honor the original show,” Werner said. “What hasn’t been brought out too often is that we have added three new characters who 
are the grandchildren and they serve as the springboard for a lot of the future shows.” 

Werner, 67, is in the Television Hall of Fame. He was involved in the development of “Mork & Mindy” and “Taxi” and first discovered the late 
Robin Williams at a comedy show. Werner also was among the group that started Oprah Winfrey’s TV network. 

The Harvard-educated Werner said he first got the idea of a “Roseanne” reboot when he saw Goodman and former costar Sara Gilbert doing a 
skit on the daytime show “The Talk,” on which Gilbert is a cohost. Werner called the former cast members of “Roseanne” and they all were 
receptive to a reunion. 

“I’m still quite cautious,” Werner said of the show’s potential success. “I do feel like most of television is escapist. The idea of revisiting these 
characters, who are so relatable and living paycheck to paycheck, is a worthwhile endeavor and I think the audience has responded.” 

He acknowledged that if not for Trump being elected president, the show probably wouldn’t have come off. But Trump’s presidency has led to a 
lot of divisive societal issues, and Werner felt the show could deal with them. 

“What’s interesting,” Werner said, “in the first episode, the high cost of prescription drugs was one of the story lines that we wanted to tell. 
That’s not being Democrat or Republican. It’s about being against it.” 

Cast and producers of “Roseanne” speak onstage during the ABC Television/Disney portion of the 2018 Winter Television Critics Association 
Press Tour at The Langham Huntington in Pasadena in January. 

Cast and producers of “Roseanne” speak onstage during the ABC Television/Disney portion of the 2018 Winter Television Critics Association 
Press Tour at The Langham Huntington in Pasadena in January. 

Werner also said future episodes will deal with opioid addiction and other topical matters. 

Werner, a former owner of the San Diego Padres, has received numerous awards for his philanthropy. He started the Home Base Program, 
which helps servicemen and servicewomen readjust to civilian life. The US Army awarded Werner the Outstanding Civilian Service Award in 
2014, and the Professional Baseball Scouts Foundation awarded him the Dave Winfield Humanitarian Award in 2012. 

Werner said juggling his role with the Red Sox and in television hasn’t been that hard. He pointed out that he and principal owner John Henry 
are talking with Sox executives “on an hourly basis,” so he has complete knowledge of everything that’s going on with the team on and off the 
field. 

 “I would say my focus is on Fenway Sports Group,” said Werner, who is also chairman of the Liverpool Football Club. “It was wonderful this 
[“Roseanne” reboot] happened mainly during the offseason. I’m excited the shows are finished and looking forward to watching the Red Sox as 
a fan.” 

Werner watched the Red Sox’ Opening Day loss to the Rays on Thursday and felt the frustration of the bullpen blowing a four-run lead in the 
eighth inning. 

“I’m usually not cranky until May sometime, but it’s not even the first of April and I’m frustrated,” Werner said. “If there’s a silver lining, I think it’s 
that we won’t be doing that the rest of the year.” 

BLAZING A TRAIL 

Lind went from MLB to agent 

There aren’t many women in prominent positions in Major League Baseball. In the agent business, you can probably count them on one hand. 
This is where Sylvia Lind’s story is unique. 

After two decades of working for MLB — she cofounded the popular Futures Game — the resident of Ridgewood, N.J., and mother of two has 
embarked on a career as a baseball agent. She’s done it from the ground up, taking on young minor league players who didn’t have 
representation. 

Lind, who grew up on Staten Island, received her law degree from Fordham while taking night classes and working for a law firm, and she had 
her first child in her final semester of law school. The daughter of Cuban immigrants, Lind’s firm is called Esquina Caliente LLC. 

And while she has attracted Latin players, she also has a diverse stable of clients. On any given day, Lind is all over the country watching 
college and high school players, talking to their parents, and offering a personal approach to her representation and the promise that the player 
won’t become an afterthought after a contract is negotiated. 

Lind also helped famed sports announcer Howard Cosell write his last book. Cosell wrote a letter of recommendation to Fordham for Lind when 
she was trying to get into law school. 

Lind gave up her job as MLB’s director of baseball initiatives to become an agent. As a kid, she wanted to be general manager of the Mets. She 
recalculated Tom Seaver’s ERA after every start. She left MLB in 2016 after she settled a gender discrimination case against Hall of Famer 
Frank Robinson, who was her immediate boss as president of baseball development. 



“One of the things that gave me such pause when I see the Latin kids who came over that I don’t think people really appreciate is what a 
difficult language English is to learn,” Lind said. “When you look at the exceptions in the English language, practically everything breaks the 
rules. It’s one thing to be proficient — go to the bank, order at a restaurant — when you’re talking about your career and your future, how can 
you deal with an agent who doesn’t speak your language? That’s something I wanted to be able to give them as they became more proficient in 
English. 

“My first language was Spanish and my mom took me to nursery school and George Bamberger’s wife was my teacher. My mother told her, 
‘She can’t speak English,’ and Mrs. Bamberger said, ‘She’ll figure it out.’ ” 

As tough as it was for Lind being a woman in the MLB offices, “On this side of it, it’s easier being a woman. I go to high school tournaments and 
everybody thinks I’m a mom. There’s a different comfort level. When I’m talking to families, they understand I have a business interest, but 
she’s probably going to care about my son. And I’m honest. If he’s a high school kid and I think he could benefit physically or emotionally by 
going to college, that’s what I tell them. People are shocked by that. I’m very focused on what’s best for player and person. 

“Are some men intimidated? Sure, it’s going to happen. But I spent so much time at MLB, I have relationships with clubs and have known them 
for a long time. I have some street cred in what I’m telling people.” 

Lind has found a way to break down the barriers that so many women have faced in baseball. 

Apropos of nothing 

1. The Terry Francona managerial tree is growing. His 2004 Red Sox had current Dodgers manager Dave Roberts and new Phillies skipper 
Gabe Kapler. His 2005 Red Sox squad employed current Boston manager Alex Cora. John Farrell (ex-Blue Jays and Sox manager) became 
his pitching coach in 2007, when the Sox picked up Kevin Cash, now the Rays manager. The Mets hired as manager Francona’s pitching 
coach with the Indians, Mickey Callaway. Hard to beat that. 

2. Chase Anderson (Brewers) and James Shields (White Sox) both threw 97 pitches, more than any other starter Thursday. Last season, four 
pitchers threw more than 100 pitches on Opening Day, led by the Indians’ Corey Kluber, who threw 109. 

3. The Pirates’ payroll on Opening Day was $84.5 million. Shouldn’t payrolls have to start at at least $100 million? 

4. Josh Donaldson is raising red flags with his weak throws from third base. Blue Jays manager John Gibbons has said he may have to DH 
Donaldson more, which would keep Kendrys Morales, one of Toronto’s best hitters, out of the lineup. Gibbons thinks Donaldson is dealing with 
a “dead arm” and it’s not serious. But we shall see. Not great timing for Donaldson, who can become a free agent after the season. His all-out 
play over the years may have caught up to him at age 32. 

5. Kapler had bullpen issues in his first game as Phillies manager. Kapler pulled starter Aaron Nola after 68 pitches and 5⅓ innings. Kapler 
based his decision on the analytics available to him, but if there was a lesson to be learned it was that sometimes you have to go with your 
instincts and forget the numbers. People who were there tell me Nola was dealing and pulling him was the wrong call. 

6. Could the Marlins draw fewer than 1 million fans this season? It’s a possibility. The Red Sox play in Miami on Monday and Tuesday and 
those could essentially be home games. Tom Werner and John Henry are expected to join the Red Sox in Miami. Henry used to own the 
Marlins. 

7. The Cardinals finally did what everyone thought they should do — sign Greg Holland. It was a one-year deal worth $14 million. Many thought 
the Cubs might sneak in and obtain him since some scouts wondered whether Brandon Morrow could really be the full-time closer. Morrow was 
terrific in his setup role with the Dodgers last season, but he has only two saves in the last eight years. Once the Cardinals lost Luke Gregerson 
to an oblique injury, it became apparent the Cardinals would move on Holland. The Cards lose their second-round pick in the transaction. 
Holland can go back on the market next offseason as a non-compensation free agent. 

8. All eyes will be on Shohei Ohtani Sunday as he makes his MLB pitching debut. Ohtani went 1 for 5 on Opening Day as the Angels’ DH, lining 
a base hit on the first pitch he saw. Many scouts believe Ohtani’s true value is as a pitcher. The Angels are starting the season with a six-man 
rotation. 

9. White Sox third baseman Matt Davidson is among the many major leaguers who have bought into launch angle. His three home runs against 
the Royals on Opening Day were proof of that. 

10. I’ve heard that Giancarlo Stanton won’t fit in well in New York because of the media scrutiny. There’s something to that, but I’ve never seen 
a clubhouse where there are more hiding places than Yankee Stadium. You rarely see Jacoby Ellsbury, for example. Stanton should have no 
problem cherry-picking when he wants to make himself available to the media. 

11. Are we getting to crunch time on whether Rhode Island politicians will sign off on a new stadium for the Pawtucket Red Sox? Worcester is 
still very much in the picture and South Weymouth is a long shot, but in play. Red Sox president Sam Kennedy said that the team would have 
to sign off on Worcester because it would be in the Red Sox’ territorial area, but he didn’t anticipate any problems if it came to that. It was 
Kennedy’s understanding that PawSox owner Larry Lucchino really wants Pawtucket to work. 

12. Teams will be keeping their eyes on Chris Archer as he could be the next starting pitcher dealt by the Rays. Scouts want to see more 
consistency out of the Rays ace. He’s up and down from start to start, as he was against Boston on Opening Day when he started slowly, gave 
up three quick runs, and then settled in and pitched well over six innings. There may not be a big pool of available starters at the trading 
deadline, so Archer will get a lot of attention. Teams asked about Archer all spring training, but the cost was too steep. However, when need 
arises at midseason, the Rays may come close to getting their price. 

Olney: What can union chief Tony Clark do to help p layers get bigger paydays? 
Buster Olney 
For the first time since the middle of George W. Bush’s presidency, MLB team spending on player salaries will decline, according to numbers 
compiled by Paul Hembekides, a researcher for ESPN Stats & Information. 
 
Total Player Salary By Season 
YEAR TOTAL SALARY PERCENT CHANGE 



2018 $4.06B -0.8% 
2017 $4.08B +4.8% 
2016 $3.91B +3.9% 
2015 $3.76B +8.7% 
2014 $3.46B +8.2% 
2013 $3.20B +5.9% 
2012 $3.02B +6.9% 
2011 $2.88B +2.9% 
2010 $2.80B +2.4% 
2009 $2.74B +0.2% 
2008 $2.73B +8.4% 
2007 $2.52B +6.2% 
2006 $2.37B +7.9% 
2005 $2.20B +7.6% 
2004 $2.08B -1.7% 
That’s 14 consecutive years of pretty steady growth, followed by decline. The players’ share of the pie continues to get smaller, and for the 
owners, even larger. 
 
There are plenty of signs that the winter of 2017-18 was the first wave in a troubling trend, from the explosion in the number of free agents -- 
the volume works against the players as a function of supply and demand -- to the recent rash of signings of young players who agree to forgo 
free agency for a year or two or three. The players are aware of all of this, of course, and spring training camps were filled with conversations 
about what should come next for the union. When Tony Clark met with teams, some players asked the executive director very hard questions. 
The frustration and anger over the financial shift is raw and deep. 
 
But to date, the union’s collective response has been surprisingly slow, and probably for the obvious reason: In an industry in which careers 
average only a few years at the big league level, the players are mostly focused on their work. On pitching, on hitting, on the increased 
preparation required for games scheduled almost daily for six months. 
 
ADVERTISEMENT 
 
This is why Clark needs to drive the changes that are needed, as soon as possible. In some presidential administrations, cabinet secretaries 
will provide letters of resignation that can be used when needed, so when the president sees a need for change, he can execute it quickly. 
 
Given the current context, a letter of resignation from Clark would push the players’ executive committee into needed action. This wouldn’t 
necessarily mean that the letter would be accepted or that Clark’s role or title would even change. But it would give the players an immediate 
opportunity to reassess, to restructure, to strengthen their side. 
 
And with that proffer of resignation, Clark should recommend that the players create an advisory board -- a legal brain trust -- that could 
evaluate the union’s position and challenges, and offer suggestions. The counsel of Don Fehr and Gene Orza could be gleaned in this way. 
Virginia Seitz, who has successfully argued cases on behalf of the players' association in the past, would be another name to consider. 
 
As it stands, some players have talked about waiting until the executive-board meeting in the forthcoming offseason to give Clark more time for 
change on his own. Clark is well-liked and well-respected as a person, and some players respect how much he cares for them. But the players 
should not wait to start the engine of change. 
 
“Each day that passes jeopardizes the next market,” one agent said, “and limits [the group] that is going to lead. Each day that passes is a lost 
day.” 
 
A big-picture strategy is needed as soon as possible to combat the effects of the recent spending trends: the front-office aversion to investing in 
free agents over 30 years old; the increased specialization of roles, which limits the earning power of pitchers and position players being rested 
more often; the enormous classes of free agents. 
 
But the union cannot adequately prioritize issues and create the desperately needed vision until it determines what form the leadership will 
take, whether Clark leads a revamped legal team or he works in concert with an all-star team of union lawyers or new lawyers take control. 
 
There was talk among some players in spring training about preparing for labor war when the current collective bargaining agreement expires in 
a few years. That can be helpful only if those conversations serve to educate a generation of players who haven’t been through a work 
stoppage. 
 
But there are a whole lot of steps that could be taken before the summer of 2021. None of them can really be explored until the players create 
the leadership they want and need. Once that happens, the players' association can purposefully engage Major League Baseball on the issues 
that folks on both sides see as problematic -- for example, the increased number of teams that tank seasons and don’t spend. Those 
conversations will take time -- for idea exchange, for bargaining, for identifying common ground and solutions. 
 



Clark would help the players he really cares about by leading them to the changes the union needs. 
 
• Inevitably, there will be more spending on free agents next winter than this winter, because the class might include Manny Machado, Bryce 
Harper, Clayton Kershaw and Josh Donaldson. “Beyond that, it is going to be a disaster -- again,” an agent predicted. 
 
From Hembekides: Teams committed almost a billion dollars less in major league free-agent contracts this offseason than each of the previous 
two, dropping to $1.47 billion from $2.41 billion in 2016-17 and $2.53 billion in 2015-16. As a result, it's obviously safe to speculate if payroll 
growth will ever gain the momentum it did for much of the past 15 years. 
 
Challenges and quirks in the regular-season schedule 
As Giants players shook hands Friday night, Joe Panik worked to suppress a grin. In each of San Francisco’s first two games of the season, a 
solo home run by Panik represented the only scoring in the game -- the first time the Giants had won consecutive 1-0 decisions on the road 
since 1908. And this comes at a time when San Francisco is without Madison Bumgarner (out until late May or early June), Jeff Samardzija 
(expected back sometime in April) and closer Mark Melancon (out indefinitely) -- and when the Giants' schedule is loaded with early games 
against the Dodgers. Ten of San Francisco’s first 28 games are against Los Angeles, and they need early-season heroes such as Panik. 
 
Some other interesting schedule quirks from early this season: 
• The Marlins could get buried quickly: Miami’s new ownership made the decision to slash payroll and trade just about any expensive player it 
could, to reposition the team. So the Marlins will be likely be terrible by design, and on top of that, their April schedule is packed with games 
against high-end teams out of their division: four against the Cubs, then two against the Red Sox, two at Yankee Stadium on April 16-17, four in 
Milwaukee, then three at Dodger Stadium. If those games play out as expected, it could be that by May 1, the Marlins should prepare in earnest 
for the No. 1 pick in the 2019 draft. 
 
• The Nationals could have a pillow-soft schedule in the second half: Washington and the Marlins play only three games before July 5, leaving a 
whole lot of second-half cupcakes on the table. Twelve of the Nationals’ final 60 games are against the Marlins. 
 
• The Dodgers have a fair bit of travel down the stretch: Sometimes, the West Coast teams can mostly stay in the Pacific time zone in the last 
weeks, but over the final five weeks of the regular season, the Dodgers will have trips to Texas, Colorado, Cincinnati and St. Louis. 
 
• The Astros will get a lot of their tougher out-of-division games out of the way early: By June 4, Houston will have played home-and-home sets 
against the Yankees and Indians, as well as a four-game set against the Red Sox. Eighteen of Houston’s first 61 games are against the 
Indians, Yankees and Red Sox. 
 
• The Cubs have a chance to break out strongly: Chicago will see a lot of the National League's weakest teams early, including 13 games 
against the Marlins and Braves by May 17. 
 
• The Red Sox will have a chance to feast on the Rays: The Tampa Bay-Boston rivalry has always been underrated in its intensity -- remember 
Gerald Williams charging Pedro Martinez, one of many brawls between the teams? But the Red Sox are loaded now, and the Rays are 
restructuring. Boston will play most of its 2018 games against Tampa Bay by May 24 -- 13 of 19 matchups. And then the Red Sox won’t see the 
Rays again until Aug. 17 and not once in September. 
 
News from around the majors 
Kershaw threw inside at a higher rate than any pitcher in baseball in 2017, in keeping with a career-long habit of bullying hitters. But on 
Opening Day, his average fastball was down to a career-low 90.7 mph, and he attacked the outer half of the strike zone in his final few innings, 
often with off-speed pitches, and kept the Giants’ hitters off-balance, allowing one run in six innings. Some evaluators believe Kershaw would 
benefit from making the same transition CC Sabathia has made during his career; by consistently using both sides of the plate, he can be less 
predictable and more difficult for hitters to diagnose. 
 
From ESPN Stats & Information research, no pitcher threw inside at a higher rate last season than Kershaw. He threw 40.2 percent of his 
pitches inside, a full 3 percent higher than any other player. 
 
Another interesting note about Kershaw’s pitch locations: He threw 70.1 percent of his pitches in the lower half of the strike zone last season, 
more than 10 percent higher than he has thrown in any other season in the past 10. 
 
• Because Hal Steinbrenner’s Yankees opened this season ranked just seventh among teams in payroll, they are well-positioned to make 
significant midseason deals, if needed. Last year, the Yankees wanted Justin Verlander but had to let him pass by on waivers because they 
didn’t have the payroll flexibility to spend. This year, they will likely be among the most aggressive teams, particularly in the August waiver 
period, with a chance to make an already good club even better. 
 
• The Dodgers appear to have found a great bullpen piece in right-hander J.T. Chargois, who was placed on waivers by the Twins in late 
February. He was thrilled and surprised that L.A. made the claim, and followed the Dodgers' suggestion that he move from the third-base side 
of the pitching rubber to the first-base side, a shift designed to improve his angle and command. Chargois got strong results in spring training 
and in his first appearance of the regular season. 
 



Cubs manager Joe Maddon suggests adding relievers th e day after long games 
Mark Gonzales Mark GonzalesContact Reporter 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon prefers that change remain limited in baseball, but he suggested one amendment concerning extra-inning games. 
 
“If you want to do something differently, maybe after a team plays 12 innings, they get an extra pitcher for the next two days,” Maddon said 
Saturday night. 
 
Maddon’s proposal occurred one day after his bullpen was stretched in a 17-inning loss to the Marlins. The minor leagues adopted a rule last 
month stipulating extra innings will start with a runner at second base. 
 
Maddon likes his proposal better. 
 
“Straightening out your staff might be the least obtrusive way, as opposed to changing the entire method of the game that has been going on 
for many years,” he said. “That’s how the records have been kept.” 
 
Maddon pointed out that last year the Cubs played only two games longer than 12 innings — none after May 7. 
 
“So for something that doesn’t happen that often, maybe a minor adjustment might be more in tune than something major,” Maddon said. 
 
Butler’s bid: Eddie Butler hasn’t given up on his wish to become a starter. In relief on Friday he pitched seven innings of four-hit ball. 
 
“I love starting,” said Butler, who earned the last spot in the Cubs bullpen as the second long reliever. “That’s what I like to do. If I can end up in 
a starting spot, that would be great. Right now, I’m happy being on this team and helping it win.” 
 
Left-hander Mike Montgomery initially was projected as the Cubs’ sixth starter, but he was used in short relief in each of the first two games. 
 
Maddon said he wouldn’t rule out using Butler as a starter but wanted to limit him to 75 pitches and five innings Friday. 
 
Justin’s journey: Aside from using the slide step delivery with a runner at first base, left-hander Justin Wilson said he’s simply pitching the same 
way he did in the first half with the Tigers last season. 
 
“We haven’t talked about it much,” said Wilson, who hasn’t allowed a run in his first two appearances. “Just keep pitching.” 
 


