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2006-MLB owners unanimously approve the November transaction in which Bob Castellini and two other 

Cincinnati businessmen bought control of the Reds from previous owner Carl Lindner 

 

MLB.COM 
Caravan's school takeover a hit for kids, players  

Suarez, Roark among Reds who made special visit in rural Indiana  

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon  

Jan. 18, 2019 

 

EDINBURGH, Ind. -- A special part of Reds Caravan in recent years has been the chance for schools to enter a 

contest to win a "caravan takeover" and have members of the team make a stop and visit the students. 

 

East Side Elementary School, which is located 90 minutes west of Cincinnati in rural Edinburgh, Ind., was selected 

by the Reds and received its visit Thursday afternoon from the west leg of Reds Caravan. The 430 smiles of 

excitement on the kids' faces easily made the stopover worth it for the group. 

 

"I like to be around kids and their energy. They give me happy things," Reds third baseman Eugenio Suarez told 

MLB.com. "It's great to say hello to everybody, and they want you to sign everything. That's good and I'm honored 

to be a part of it." 

 

Suarez definitely saw energy. Before the start of the program, Reds broadcaster Jim Day egged on the noise by 

checking the attendance of each grade -- from pre-K to fifth -- and telling them to get loud. 

 

The kids delivered. 

 

"I love the enthusiasm! Thanks so much for having us," Day told the students. 

 

When Suarez, pitcher Tanner Roark, broadcaster Jeff Brantley, president of baseball operations Dick Williams, 

catching prospect Tyler Stephenson and mascot Rosie Red entered the school gymnasium, there were countless 

screams. 

 

"It's awesome," Roark said. "I've never done anything like this, reach out to smaller communities. You come here 

and to the school, and we were at a radio station before. It's awesome to meet people who are so passionate about 

baseball. They're big fans. 

 

"The kids are up and coming. Who knows what they can be? You try to show a little light into their eyes and get 

them excited. You see them having fun and there is nothing better." 

 

During the time in the gym, kids were selected to ask some questions of the group. 

 

"What is it like to step on a Major League Baseball field?" one child asked. 

 

"What is your favorite city to play in other than Cincinnati?" asked another. 

 

Suarez went with San Diego. Roark likes San Francisco. 

 



"Not a lot of home runs get hit there," replied Roark, one of the club's new starting pitchers. 

 

Before the caravan group entered the gym, they had a special session in a nearby classroom with about 30 students 

who were selected by teachers for showing good character, behavior and work throughout the school year. 

 

Day taught an important lesson on pronunciation by getting them to say Suarez's first name correctly. 

 

"Can you say 'Ay-you-hay-nee-oh?'" asked Day. 

 

"Ay-you-hay-nee-oh," replied the kids in unison. 

 

Class dismissed. 

 

"That's a good job," Suarez said. 

 

During a brief autograph session, one little girl came up and hugged Suarez, who was more than happy to oblige. 

 

As part of the team's community outreach, the Reds asked schools to submit why they want to have a caravan stop 

for their students. Based on the submissions and the route schedule, the club picks a couple of schools for each of 

the four caravan legs to visit while on the road. 

 

A lifelong Reds fan, principal Andrew Scholl couldn't pass up a chance to enter East Side Elementary. 

 

"When I saw this opportunity to have a contest to have them take over, I thought it would be great for our kids," 

Scholl said. "We do have a high poverty rate, so a lot of these kids never get to see a Major League Baseball player 

or get to go to a Major League game. Them being able to come here is an incredible opportunity for our students." 

 

Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05. 

Follow him on Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast. 

 

Inbox: Will Reds trade an outfielder for pitching?  

Beat reporter Mark Sheldon answers questions from fans 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon  

Jan. 19, 2019 

 

With the addition of Matt Kemp and Yasiel Puig, will the Reds trade any of their outfield chips away for starting 

pitching? 

-- Noah F., Lansing, Mich. 

 

The Reds certainly would be working from an area of depth. It also depends on whether another team wants or need 

the outfielders Cincy has. I don't see the Reds dealing Puig already, because his addition has certainly brought a 

level of excitement around the club. I imagine they will market him a lot as a way to draw fans. I'd be a little 

surprised if Jesse Winker got moved. He was on pace for National League Rookie of the Year Award consideration 

last summer before he needed season-ending right shoulder surgery. 

 

Kemp is an interesting situation. Yes, he's making $21.5 million in the final year of his contract, but the Reds are not 

on the hook for all of it. The Dodgers included $7 million in the trade that sent him to Cincinnati. Another of his 

previous clubs, the Padres, are also still paying some money. There's also Scott Schebler, but at the moment he 

could be a center-field option. The Reds are also weighing whether they should deal prospects and players to get a 

starter or spend the money for a free agent. They don't appear to be leaning in one direction yet. 

 

Maybe I don't understand MLB contracts, so maybe you can help. Why did the Reds have to go to arbitration with 

Puig since they just got him in a trade? 

-- Nathan D., Madison, Miss. 

 



All players are under club control for six years -- with each being a one-year contract unless a multiyear deal is 

done. For the final three of those six years, rules allow players to file for a raise via arbitration -- no matter which 

club they're with. Just because he moved from one team to the other, Puig still maintained that right. However, there 

will be no hearing for Puig since he signed a one-year, $9.7 million contract to avoid arbitration last week. 

 

Has there been any thought towards extending Puig? He does seem pretty pumped to be with the Reds and to rejoin 

his old batting coach, Turner Ward. 

-- Justin W., Detroit, Mich. 

 

Just like how Puig has the right to arbitration, after six years he is eligible to be a free agent. It's the one time the 

player truly has the right to choose his future and explore his options, which can often bring a big payday. I don't see 

Puig giving that up, but I wouldn't be stunned if both sides are happy with how things go in 2019 and they don't at 

least discuss a contract to extend his stay. 

 

President of baseball operations Dick Williams had stated that the Reds still had moves to make, hinting at an even 

bigger move after the blockbuster trade that brought Kemp and Puig to Cincy. Have those moves fallen to the 

wayside? Or is there another move coming before Spring Training starts? I feel, along with most of the Reds 

community, that we are so close to contention, but we need some more help out of the bullpen and/or an ace in the 

rotation. 

-- Matt M., Cincinnati 

 

Just before shoving off for Reds Caravan Thursday, Williams said he and general manager Nick Krall are still active 

in talks to add a starting pitcher and possibly a center fielder. Lots of good options remain on the open market for 

starters, namely the best one still available in Dallas Keuchel. 

 

What is Ted Power doing these days? I thought he should have been given the opportunity to be Cincinnati's 

pitching coach after spending many years with great results for the Reds organization in the Minors. 

-- Steve L., Bellbrook, Ohio 

 

Power, the Reds' bullpen coach since July 4, 2016, was not retained after the season, like several other coaches from 

the previous staff. He also won't remain in the organization. I have not heard anything about his future plans. 

 

Mark Sheldon has covered the Reds for MLB.com since 2006, and previously covered the Twins from 2001-05. 

Follow him on Twitter @m_sheldon and Facebook and listen to his podcast. 

 

Garrett inspires youth at Dream Series camp  

Reds lefty praises opportunity provided at MLK weekend event  

By Jesse Sanchez MLB.com @JesseSanchezMLB  

Jan. 18, 2019 

 

TEMPE, Ariz. -- Amir Garrett spent Friday morning grinding at the Reds' Spring Training complex in Goodyear. 

Camp starts next month, and the left-hander wants to be ready when pitchers and catchers report in a few weeks. 

He's either going to start or pitch out of the bullpen this season, and he's fine doing either job. He's just as confident 

that his team is going to surprise the doubters this year. Plus, there's a new manager and pitching coach in Cincinnati 

to impress. 

 

But the lefty's biggest delivery of the day came during his lunch break, 30 miles east of the club's complex and 

nowhere near a mound. The pitch was perfect. 

 

"This is it, guys. You are very fortunate. Take in this experience," Garrett said to the 60 participants at this year's 

Dream Series. "Remember what this looks like, what this smells like, and how this feels. You might be at a Spring 

Training clubhouse now, but this is the big leagues, and let me tell you this, there is nothing better than being in the 

Major Leagues and being a Major League player." 

 



The Dream Series, which runs in connection with Martin Luther King Jr. Day, is designed to develop pitchers and 

catchers for a future in baseball and diversify the future talent pool. The event continues through Monday at Tempe 

Diablo Stadium, the Spring Training home of the Angels. 

 

In addition to on-field training with former Major League players, the camp includes daily presentations from people 

like Garrett, former Major Leaguers, scouts, college administrators and MLB umpires. The event also features 

information on baseball career opportunities at the collegiate and professional level. 

 

"I think any time you can connect the dots and have kids identify with guys close to their age, instead of me, who is 

100 years old, and that's a good thing," said former MLB manager Jerry Manuel, who is serving as an instructor. 

"Here is somebody who's their age and saying, 'Hey, this is a good sport to be in, it's cool, there's longevity.' It's just 

rewarding that you have these types of guys that want to speak baseball life into guys that think they have a chance 

to play." 

 

Garrett shared the ups and downs that came with his unusual path to the big leagues during his 30-minute chat. He 

elaborated on the experience of being a two-sport star -- baseball and basketball -- in high school and the 

responsibility that comes with being an elite athlete at an early age. But most of all, he implored the teens to take 

advantage of the opportunities in front of them. 

 

"I didn't really have this when I was younger playing baseball, but I just feel like it's a good thing for kids," Garrett 

said. "They get to be out here playing baseball, and they get to know the game from a lot of guys that played it at the 

highest level for many years. It's a good thing. They just have to take that knowledge and run with it." 

 

The first day of workouts began with high-tech assessments through Prospect Development Pipeline screenings. A 

few hours later, the pitchers threw bullpens, practiced pickoffs and participated in fielding drills. The groups of 

catchers worked on defensive drills and conditioning. 

 

"Being around big leaguers, I think it's really fun and very helpful," said right-handed pitcher Evan Adolphus, a 

senior who has committed to Cal State Fullerton. "You get to pick their brain on certain things. If we have issues on 

certain pitches and certain mechanics, they can fix that, when it's not the same as high school coaches teaching it." 

 

Garrett spoke during the lunch hour. The teens wrapped up the first day by hitting in the cages and on the main field. 

 

"We had a great first day and there was a lot of good things we saw," said Del Matthews, MLB's senior director for 

baseball development. "To have [Garrett] here, someone that's been a pitcher in the big leagues for a couple of years 

now and someone that's doing it, it makes it all that more special. It's about sharing information and best practices 

and motivation and inspiration -- all in the spirit of Martin Luther King Jr., MLK weekend. That's what it's about. 

It's about fulfilling the dream." 

 

Jesse Sanchez, who has been writing for MLB.com since 2001, is a national reporter based in Phoenix. Follow him 

on Twitter @JesseSanchezMLB and Facebook. 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
Healthy and motivated, Scooter Gennett is ready for the Cincinnati Reds' 2019 season 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 6:03 p.m. ET Jan. 18, 2019 | Updated 6:03 p.m. ET Jan. 18, 2019 

 

Cincinnati Reds second baseman Scooter Gennett’s daily routine last season included plenty of time working with 

trainers on his right shoulder. When he arrived before games, it was stretches and devices intended to warm it up.  

After games, he would immediately receive treatment and return to the clubhouse with gauze over his shoulder. 

 

It affected him in the field, usually adopting a sidearm approach to compensate for the pain. There were games when 

he was only available as a pinch-hitter because he needed to give his arm a break from throwing. 

 



Once the offseason arrived, his focus remained on his shoulder to make sure that he wouldn’t have to go through it 

again. 

 

“That was the biggest thing, is making sure that shoulder is strong, stays strong,” Gennett said. “It was good news at 

the end of the year. I got an MRI and it was better than my MRI I had the fifth day of Spring Training, which was 

great. Really, it’s just maintaining that strength.” 

 

Despite the pain, Gennett played in 154 games, was selected to play in the All-Star Game for the first time and he 

was productive at the plate. He believes he injured his shoulder in the first days of Spring Training.   

 

Gennett said he’s checked in with trainers throughout the offseason and his shoulder feels good. He’s entering his 

final season under contract, eligible to become a free agent after the 2019 season. He is willing to sign a long-term 

contract extension with the Reds, but the front office would prefer to keep options open without a deal. Gennett 

agreed to a one-year, $9.7 million deal to avoid arbitration last week. 

 

“Just the nature of the game, man,” Gennett said. “It can be cutthroat at times, but you learn how to deal with that. 

You learn how to play through a lot of pressure, a lot of expectations or whatever the case is. Whatever year, I just 

get mentally stronger about handling those things. At this point in my career, it almost seems like it’s been year-to-

year my whole career, so what’s another year?” 

 

Like many of his teammates, he was encouraged and excited by the club’s active offseason. He knew Derek Johnson 

when he was with the Milwaukee Brewers and was impressed the Reds added him as their pitching coach. 

 

But once again, it will be another season where he needs to prove himself. That’s nothing new to Gennett, who was 

claimed off waivers before the start of the 2017 season after he lost his starting role with the Brewers. 

 

“It’s what it has been every year,” Gennett said. “Show us what you can do for us now. I like that. You can’t let your 

guard down. All those things that kind of grip us to make it to the big leagues, we have to keep doing them. As soon 

as you let your guard down, somebody else will take your job. I’m just going to make damn sure that doesn’t happen 

again, because it’s not fun.” 

 

NEW COACH: The Reds hired Cody Atkinson as their hitting assessment/run production coach, a new position in 

the organization where he will work with hitters at all levels, according to the Centralia Chronicle. 

 

Atkinson, 30, was the head coach of Centralia College in Washington state, a junior college near Seattle. He 

resigned earlier this week, before starting his first season, telling the Chronicle that the Reds previously offered him 

their hitting coach job at Triple-A Louisville. 

 

“This is a job in which I get to work with the big league coaching staff very exclusively and I get to be a part of big 

league spring training and long trips,” Atkinson told the Chronicle. “They were talking to a lot of big-name people 

who probably deserve it a lot more than me based on resume.” 

 

THE LIMA NEWS (LIMA, OHIO) 
Reds Caravan in Lima: Gennett excited entering season 

By Jose Nogueras - jnogueras@aimmediamidwest.com 

Jan. 18, 2019 

 

LIMA — The 2019 Cincinnati Reds Caravan made its annual stop Friday night in Lima and it quickly turned into 

the Scooter Gennett show at the Apollo Career Center. 

 

The All-Star second baseman was a late addition to the Lima stop and his presence helped bolster the attendance that 

appeared to have approximately 100 more people than last year as approximately 400-500 Reds fans showed up to 

ask questions, meet the Reds players and get autographs. 

 



Also on the stop were pitchers Sal Romano and Cody Reed along with minor league prospect infielder Brantley 

Bell, vice president and senior adviser to the general manager Buddy Bell, vice president of player development 

Shawn Pender and mascot, Mr. Red. 

 

The event opened with a 15-minute question and answer period and from the first question it was evident many in 

the audience came to see and get Gennett’s autograph as he fielded about 90 percent of the questions thrown at the 

panel. 

 

“It was a dream come true,” Gennett said when asked what it was like when he signed with the Reds. “I grew up in 

Cincinnati and I watched Pokey Reese and Barry Larkin and all those guys at Riverfront Stadium play on that hot 

AstroTurf they had to play on. Now I am playing for the Reds and it is amazing. It is a little surreal but I am getting 

used to it.” 

 

Prior to the event, Gennett said he was optimistic going into the 2019 season and hopes to continue his personal 

success to help bring the team more success. 

 

As an individual, Gennett, who is entering his sixth year in the bigs, had a breakout season in 2018. The Cincinnati-

born Red had career highs in nearly all offensive categories after hitting .310, second in the National League, with 

23 home runs and 92 RBI. He was named to the All-Star team where he hit a ninth inning home run to tie the mid-

season classic. 

 

However, all those big numbers did not translate into the team having similar success as the Reds endured their 

fourth straight season with 90-plus losses and fifth straight losing year. 

 

Gennett, who enters his third season with the Reds, said this year it is about accountability. 

 

“I think the most important thing this year is to keep each other accountable and try to be prepared as well as we can 

be and take care of each other so we can be there for one another in ballgames,” Gennett said. 

 

The hiring of a new manager, David Bell, coupled with the blockbuster moves of acquiring Yasiel Puig and Matt 

Kemp, along with pitchers Alex Wood and Tanner Roark, has Gennett optimistic the Reds can compete this season. 

“I met him (David Bell) Thursday and I have talked to him on the phone a few times and I am really excited, and I 

think a lot of the players are excited that he is our manager along with the other coaches we got,” Gennett said. “It is 

amazing the guys we got from winning teams. David’s big thing is to be the best version of yourself.” 

 

Gennett is already surrounded by an All-Star caliber infield and he added the addition of Puig and Kemp should 

make the Reds stronger. 

 

“Those are big time pickups, Gennett said. “I think that is a sign that the front office expects us to compete. In the 

past couple of years I got the feeling it was a rebuilding phase but this year it is time to win ballgames. It is go time 

now. I think the fans should really be excited too.” 

 

IRONTON TRIBUNE (IRONTON, OHIO) 
Bell says Reds have the talent to contend 

Jim Walker, jim.walker@irontontribune.com 

Jan. 18, 2019 

 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — So, what will the Cincinnati Reds lineup be this year in the franchise’s 150th 

anniversary season? 

 

Speaking at the Reds Caravan on Friday, first-year manager David Bell isn’t revealing much information but it’s not 

because he is trying to be secretive, but he’s keeping an open mind and an open eye. 

 

“I don’t have a number (on open spots). Track record speaks for itself with players, but it’s almost unfair to make 

decisions on such a short period,” Bell said referring to spring training. 



 

“Everyone in this camp will get an opportunity. It takes more than nine to make a championship team.” 

 

When Bell was hired as the Reds’ manager last October, he said the team he had inherited was very talented and 

close to becoming a contender. 

 

But the Reds front office recently made a trade with the Los Angeles Dodgers that brought to the team outfielder’s 

Yasiel Puig and Matt Kemp and pitcher Alex Wood. 

 

The Reds let speedy centerfielder Billy Hamilton and his stellar defensive skills walk as he signed a free agent 

contract with the Kansas City Royals. 

 

With the opening in center — especially from a defensive standpoint — the trade with the Dodgers made for a 

crowded list of candidates that include returning right fielder Scott Schebler, left fielder Jesse Winker and top minor 

league prospect Nick Senzel who is being converted from third base to centerfield. 

 

Kemp has been a leftfielder and Puig a rightfielder. Schebler has good speed and has played some in centerfield in 

the past and could move there. 

 

Kemp, 34, hit .390 with 21 home runs and 85 runs batted in. Puig, 28, hit .263 with 23 HR and 63 RBI. 

Kemp is set to make $21.5 million this year but the Dodgers will pay $7 million of the salary which could make his 

desirable in a trade. 

 

Ervin, 26, hit .252 with seven HR and 31 RBI. Winker, 25, was one of the top contenders for Rookie of the Year 

honors when his shoulder injury forced him to have surgery but is considered to be fully recovered. 

 

Winker was hitting .299 with a .405 on-base percentage with seven HR and 43 RBI. 

 

Bell doesn’t see a problem. 

 

“One of those guys or a combination will be able to pull it off for us,” said Bell. 

 

The biggest question mark for the Reds has been pitching, especially the starting rotation. The Reds acquired veteran 

Tanner Roark in a trade with the Washington Nationals and also added Wood. 

 

Anthony DeSclafani is considered the ace although he has been injured in each of the past two seasons. Luis Castillo 

has great potential and other contenders are Sal Romano, Tyler Mahle, Brandon Finnegan, Lucas Sims, Robert 

Stephenson and Michael Lorenzen who has been in the bullpen the past few seasons. 

 

The front office has said there is still more to come. There are rumors the Reds are talking to the New York Yankees 

about Sonny Gray as well as a three-team trade between the Reds, San Diego and Cleveland. 

 

The Yankees are asking about second base prospect Shed Long and catcher Tyler Stephenson. San Diego is 

reportedly looking to make a deal with the Indians for Kluber and then flip him to the Reds for Nick Senzel. 

 

Another possibility is Houston Astros free agent Dallas Keuchel. 

 

“If they acquire one of those guys, you are now a bonafide contender to win the division,” said Reds’ TV announcer 

Thom Brennaman. 

 

Bell said the team is not ready to give up on the younger pitchers whom he believes are close to becoming major 

league caliber. 

 

“We’re really right on the brink (of success) and we’ve added a lot since then. The guys we’ve brought in will take 

some pressure off the younger guys. We’re really going to be surprised. I think some of the younger (pitchers) are 

going to surprise. They’re right on the cusp,” said Bell. 



 

“We’re deep and some of them are going to surprise us. If there is one characteristic of a pitching staff it’s deep. I 

think it’ll get deeper throughout the season.” 

 

The infield is set with Joey Votto at first base, Scooter Gennett at second, Jose Peraza at shortstop and Eugenio 

Suarez at third base. The catcher will be Gold Glove winner Tucker Barnhart. 

 

Bell is glad to have some veterans who can help lead the team and help the younger players. 

 

“(Votto) is extremely driven. He’s a perfectionist. The thing that impresses me is he’s a great teammate. He’s grown 

every year in that. He can make any team better,” said Bell. 

 

“Suarez is taking on a role of him making his team better. Great hands at third base. He hits for power. We haven’t 

see the best from him.” 

 

Bell is excited to be managing in his hometown and a team where his father Buddy Bell and grandfather Gus Bell 

both played. 

 

“If there was one team that was my hometown team was the Reds. I think the thing that made it that way was my 

grandpa. I really developed a love of the game because of him. You could see how much it meant to him. I used to 

listen to his stories. That was really where the love of the game and the Reds happened for me,” said Bell. 

 

CHARLESTON GAZETTE-MAIL (CHARLESTON, WEST VIRGINIA) 
Optimism runs high as Reds Winter Caravan visits Charleston  

By Nick Brockman For the Gazette-Mail  

Jan. 18, 2019 

 

Cincinnati Reds fans hold many questions about newly named manager David Bell and how he’ll direct the ballclub, 

but excitement also abounds following the team’s big offseason acquisitions. 

 

Bell, along with Reds sportscaster Thom Brennaman, outfielders Jesse Winker and Philip Ervin and other Cincinnati 

personnel visited the Charleston Town Center Mall during the Reds’ annual Winter Caravan stop on Friday evening. 

Many in attendance were eager to learn about Bell and a team that’s acquired players Yaisel Puig, Matt Kemp, Alex 

Wood and Tanner Roark, providing some solid veterans to buoy a depth of youthful potential. 

 

“I think this team is right on the brink of success,” Bell said. “Combining our new players with that core that I feel 

like was right on the brink, it’s pretty exciting where we are. We’ve really added a lot of depth, which allows our 

young players to be able to be put into situations where they might be more comfortable and not asked to do too 

much.” 

 

For Reds fans, the Bell family name is a familiar one, as his grandfather Gus and father Buddy each played for the 

Reds, but there’s much to learn, for fans, how a David Bell-managed Reds team will look. 

 

“That, I couldn’t tell you,” Brennaman said of David Bell’s managerial style. “I can tell you I’ve known him a long, 

long time. I’ve talked to him about this topic, about being the Reds manager one day for many, many years, as 

recently as last year when the [San Francisco] Giants were in town just about ‘Hey, boy, it would be great one day if 

…’ and I’m really excited to have him here.” 

 

Brennaman said he shares David Bell’s excitement about the upcoming season. 

 

“I think [fans] should be incredibly optimistic.” Brennaman said. “I think they’ve gone from a team where 

expectations should certainly be above .500, and I think they’re one move away, and I think they’ll make that move. 

I think they’re one move away from being a bona fide contending team, and that means going out and getting — 

there’s been rumors about Corey Kluber, rumors about Dallas Keuchel or some other guys out there. If they make 

that move, I think everybody inside this division would tell you ‘Wow, they’re ready to roll.’ ” 



 

In addition to a 12-year playing career, David Bell brings managerial experience with the Reds’ Double-A and 

Triple-A teams, as well as coaching experience with the Chicago Cubs and St. Louis Cardinals. Prior to accepting 

Cincinnati’s manager position, he served as the vice president of player development for the San Francisco Giants. 

  

“I wouldn’t have been as prepared as I am, for sure, if I didn’t go through that last year with San Francisco,” Bell 

said. “Anytime you’re in a leadership position, especially the one I’m in, it’s a responsibility to help people around 

you grow and to learn, to develop. Going through that experience last year with the Giants was a great opportunity 

to go through that process of developing players, but also working in the front office.” 

 

While David Bell represents new beginnings for the Reds, for Brennaman’s father and longtime radio broadcaster 

Marty Brennaman, the 2019 season will be his last in the booth. Marty Brennaman announced Wednesday he will 

retire at the conclusion of the season, after assuming his role with the team in 1974. 

 

“I was in the category of trying to talk him out of it,” Thom Brennaman said. “I thought there might be some happy 

medium somewhere along the way where maybe you don’t go from 120 games to 0. Maybe you go 120 to 30, just 

kind of keep in it a little bit. Shows you what kind of pull I have. 

 

“Now, I’m kind of looking at it like, ‘Let’s go have a great time here in 2019 and enjoy the ride.’ ” 

 

TRANSACTIONS 
01/18/19  

Tampa Bay Rays signed free agent RF Avisail Garcia. 

Pittsburgh Pirates sent RHP Dario Agrazal outright to Altoona Curve. 

Tampa Bay Rays designated RHP Oliver Drake for assignment. 


