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Chicago Tribune 
Landing Jake Arrieta with 4-year offer would be a win for Cubs 
By David Haugh 
 
Come on, baseball. 
 
Your offseason should be sponsored by Ambien, your hot stove faulty enough to check the warranty, 
your continued absence a shrewd way to make every seamhead’s heart grow fonder. 
 
Winter misses you. Sports fans want you. Chicago needs you — especially on the North Side. 
 
Only six weeks remain till spring training and the Cubs still lack a closer and a front-line starter to fill out 
their pitching rotation. Until they address those two spots more adequately, the team that has played in 
three straight National League Championship Series realistically cannot be considered a serious 
contender to return for a fourth. 
 
That made Wednesday’s USA Today nugget about the Cubs’ latest offer to starting pitcher Jake Arrieta 
all the more intriguing. Bob Nightengale reported the Cubs would be willing to bring back Arrieta on a 
four-year, $110 million contract, the first specific leak about negotiations that publicly have included 
little more than agent Scott Boras’ carnival barking. 
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First reaction: Hmmmmmmm. Interesting. 
 
Second reaction: A deal under those terms would allow both sides to salvage something out of this 
coldest of winters for Cubs fans. 
 
Those proposed details change the entire context of the Arrieta discussion. Since Boras floated the 
ridiculous notion of a $200 million contract over at least six years for Arrieta at the winter meetings, it 
has been easy to disqualify the Cubs from the bidding. A sizable six-year investment for a pitcher who 
turns 32 in March sounded outrageous then, and still does now. The Cubs love living in “Playoffville” — 
the place Boras boasted Arrieta would take teams — but not at those prices. 
 
If the Cubs were going to invest between $125 million and $150 million in a top-of-the-rotation starter, 
Yu Darvish made more sense. Darvish still does, all things being equal. While Arrieta experienced dips in 
velocity and strikeouts that coincided with increases in earned-run average and WHIP, the 31-year-old 
Darvish struck out 209 hitters in 186 2/3 innings in his first full season after Tommy John surgery in 
2015. If Darvish were willing to agree to the same four-year contract terms as Arrieta, the Cubs would 
be better off signing the Japanese star whose ceiling projects higher at this stage of their respective 
careers. 
 
But, for whatever reason, the Cubs and Darvish have yet to strike an agreement after team President 
Theo Epstein and general manager Jed Hoyer visited the pitcher in Dallas in December. Signing Darvish 
would give the Cubs one of the best rotations in the National League, good enough to maintain 
legitimate World Series hopes. But re-signing Arrieta also would keep those same goals intact, which is 
why the Cubs stayed engaged with the bearded one since free agency began. 
 
The market has slowed just as Epstein and Hoyer predicted, so much so that Arrieta appears within the 
Cubs’ reach — if reports are accurate. The hang-up with Arrieta always revolved around the length of 
the contract more than the money. Any team that signs a pitcher older than 30 to a deal longer than 
four years asks for trouble. When the Cubs signed 30-year-old Jon Lester to a six-year, $155 million 
contract before the 2015 season, they bucked convention to establish credibility for a team on the way 
up — an exception to the rule. The perennial winners now have the luxury of avoiding such long-term 
risks with veteran starting pitchers, particularly with so many young core position players who 
eventually will need to be locked up contractually. 
 
As for the money, the Cubs under Chairman Tom Ricketts have made clear they will spend whatever is 
necessary in the name of winning, especially for a major contributor such as Arrieta who has played a 
starring role in the historic rise. Paying Arrieta an average of $27.5 million over the life of the four-year 
contract would tie him with Lester as baseball’s fifth-highest paid pitcher and provide generational 
wealth. Settling for a four-year commitment makes overpaying Arrieta — a reality of free agency — 
worth the exorbitant salary. 
 
The Cubs can’t afford to miss out on Darvish and Arrieta. They must sign one or the other before spring 
training for anyone to feel good about their ability to compete with the Dodgers and the Nationals. They 
certainly can’t stand to lose Arrieta to the Cardinals, their rival and one of the teams linked to the right-
hander. 
 
Objectively, this has been a lackluster offseason for a Cubs team that sets such high standards. They 
swung and missed on Japanese star Shohei Ohtani and reportedly flirted with trade proposals for Orioles 
third baseman Manny Machado and Rays pitcher Chris Archer. They can go to the Cubs Convention next 
week and celebrate the signings of starter Tyler Chatwood and relievers Brandon Morrow and Steve 



 

Cishek, but, once the applause stops, a team hoping to repeat in the NL Central still could have holes at 
closer and the top of the rotation. They have yet to replace Arrieta and Wade Davis, their 2017 MVP 
whose three-year, $52 million sounds too expensive until the Cubs’ first blown save. 
 
Davis and first baseman Carlos Santana with the Phillies are the only two players to sign a free-agent 
contract worth more than $50 million. Just nine position players have signed free-agent contracts, 
leaving 136 free agents still on the loose. 
 
That includes Arrieta, a big squirrel the Cubs suddenly still have reason to chase. 
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Chicago Tribune 
Cubs 2018 spring training tickets on sale this weekend 
By Chris Kuc 
 
Here’s a warm thought on a frigid January day: Cubs spring training tickets go on sale this weekend. 
 
Fans looking to attend 2018 spring training games at Sloan Park in Mesa, Ariz., can purchase single-game 
tickets beginning Saturday at 11 a.m. Fans using a MasterCard can buy tickets a on day early in a presale 
that will run Friday from noon-11:59 p.m. 
 
Beginning Saturday, tickets may be purchased online at www.cubs.com or by phone at 800-843-2827 or 
in person at the Sloan Park ticket office from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Mountain time. There is a limit of six tickets 
per game and a maximum of four games per order. 
 
“After another record-setting attendance at Sloan Park last season, we expect a strong showing when 
tickets go on sale and encourage fans to purchase their must-have dates early,” Justin Piper, Cubs 
general manager for spring training business operations, said. 
 
The Cubs open their 2018 spring training home schedule against the Rangers on Feb. 24. 
 
For more information, visit www.sloanpark.com. 
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Chicago Tribune 
Former Cubs closer Wade Davis won't 'second-guess' signing with the Rockies 
By Chris Kuc 
 
Wade Davis had 52 million reasons for leaving the Cubs and signing with the Rockies, but the veteran 
said playing on a contending team with a bright future was the biggest factor in his decision. 
 
After slamming the door on opponents as the Cubs’ closer during the 2017 season, Davis signed a three-
year, $52 million free-agent contract with the Rockies on Friday. 
 
“One of the cool things about the whole process is it looked like I was going to be on a winning team,” 
Davis told MLB.com. 
 
“Especially looking at the Rockies and having a pretty young core in general and a really talented core, I 
think that was one of the things that was really intriguing and something to be excited about. It will 
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probably be the seventh or eighth year in a row when I’ll be in a clubhouse and be able to look around 
and see a lot of extremely talented players.” 
 
The price to re-sign the right-hander who reeled off 32 consecutive saves in his only season with the 
Cubs was too steep so Davis looked for other suitors and the Rockies stepped up. 
 
“I think there’s also a level of interest that the Rockies showed (and) … it’s always great to feel wanted 
and needed and I think that was a big part of it too,” Davis said. 
 
“It’s being somewhere that definitely wants you and I didn’t second-guess it. I think that’s a huge 
compliment and flattering. Once everything was said and done, I was ready to do it.” 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Why Jake Arrieta might end up back with the Chicago Cubs 
By Bruce Miles 
 
Chicago Cubs president Theo Epstein and general manager Jed Hoyer have crisscrossed the country 
more than once in search of top-line starting pitching. 
 
It may be that the answer is close to home. 
 
We'll put the emphasis on "may be" as nothing appears imminent or even warm as far as a possible 
announcement goes. 
 
Epstein and Hoyer missed out on Japanese pitcher/hitter Shohei Ohtani, who signed with the Los 
Angeles Angels. That may turn out to be a blessing in disguise for the Cubs, given the reports of possible 
elbow problems for Ohtani. 
 
The Cubs also have reached out in person to Yu Darvish, who has yet to commit. 
 
That has brought the talk back to the Cubs possibly re-signing their own free agent, Jake Arrieta. 
 
One national report had the Cubs interested in bringing back Arrieta on a four-year deal worth about 
$110 million. A six-year deal would be the preference of Arrieta and his agent, Scott Boras. 
 
The Cubs don't seem at all interested in going out six years on Arrieta, especially with a six-year contract 
for pitcher Jon Lester halfway done at this point and an eight-year deal to outfielder Jason Heyward only 
one-fourth of the way through. 
 
Still, Arrieta might be the better bet over Darvish. Arrieta is 31 and will be 32 by Opening Day. Darvish 
also is 31, and he turns 32 next August. 
 
During the National League championship series between the Cubs and the Los Angeles Dodgers last 
October, Boras made himself readily available to reporters to talk about Arrieta being a "big-game 
pitcher." Boras cited Arrieta's complete-game victory in the 2015 wild-card game at Pittsburgh, which 
truly was a franchise-definining moment for the Cubs. 
 
Boras also mentioned Arrieta's 2-0 record in the 2016 World Series, which the Cubs won in seven over 
the Cleveland Indians. 



 

 
For his postseason career, Arrieta is 5-3 with a 3.08 ERA. Darvish, on the other hand, is 2-4 with a 5.81 
ERA in the postseason. 
 
Both sample sizes are too small for one to draw any conclusions about one guy being a "big-game 
pitcher" and the other guy not. But Boras is the top agent in the game, and, of course, he's going to extol 
every virtue of his client. 
 
The Cubs have every reason not to want to go out six years on Arrieta, who logged 229 regular-season 
innings in 2015 plus another 19⅔ in the postseason. Arrieta worked 197⅓ innings during the 2016 
regular season, plus another 22⅓ in the long 2016 postseason. 
 
Last year no Cubs pitcher reached 200 innings in the regular season as manager Joe Maddon and the 
front office backed off on all of their starters, some of whom spent time on the disabled list. Arrieta 
made 30 regular-season starts last year but worked only 168⅓ innings before throwing 10⅔ innings over 
a pair of playoff starts. 
 
Arrieta and Boras will say that the pitcher's rigorous conditioning program lessens the risk of injury. And 
one can't blame Arrieta for wanting to cash in big now. He was drafted way back in 2007 by the 
Baltimore Orioles, and this is his first and maybe only shot at free agency. 
 
We began about the Cubs possibly staying close to home. And "close to home" is an area the Cubs have 
been deficient -- some of it by design -- in recent years when it comes to pitching. 
 
On the current 40-man roster, only three players with any major-league experience are homegrown: 
Dillon Maples, Jen-Ho Tseng and Rob Zastryzny. And the three of them have combined for a grand total 
of 40⅓ major-league innings. 
 
The Cubs have emphasized position players over pitchers in the first round of the draft under Epstein 
and scouting-player-development chief Jason McLeod. They've done well with Albert Almora Jr., Kris 
Bryant, Kyle Schwarber and Ian Happ. 
 
At some point, though, if the Cubs want to control costs, it would be helpful if a homegrown pitcher 
stepped up and became a force. If not, at least Epstein and Hoyer will have a lot of frequent-flyer miles 
to redeem. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Cubs Spring Training tickets on sale Saturday 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- It's time to think spring. The general on-sale for single-game tickets for Cubs Spring Training 
games at Sloan Park in Mesa, Ariz., will begin on Saturday. 
 
Single-game ticket sales will start Saturday at 11 a.m. CT, but fans can secure tickets one day earlier 
through the online Mastercard Presale, which will begin Friday at noon CT through 11:59 p.m. CT. Fans 
using a Mastercard can purchase single-game Spring Training tickets in advance of the general on-sale at 
a 15-percent premium in excess of face value. Anyone using another form of payment may purchase 
tickets at a 20-percent premium. 
 



 

Tickets may be purchased online at cubs.com, over the phone at 800-THE-CUBS or in person on Saturday 
at the Sloan Park ticket office in Mesa from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. MT. There is a limit of six tickets per game 
and a maximum of four games per order. 
 
The Cubs open the 2018 Spring Training home schedule against the Rangers on Feb. 24. 
 
If you haven't been to the Cubs' Spring Training ballpark, you can take a virtual tour at 
www.sloanpark.com. 
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Cubs.com 
No reason for Cubs to stop searching for arms 
By Phil Rogers 
 
CHICAGO -- They haven't played their biggest cards yet. But no team has been more aggressively 
stockpiling pitching this offseason than the Cubs. 
 
The Cubs have rather quietly added eight arms to the 40-man roster since they were beaten by the 
Dodgers in the National League Championship Series, including at least six who will go to Arizona with a 
shot at a spot on the Opening Day roster. Chicago has committed $82 million to free agents Tyler 
Chatwood, Brandon Morrow, Steve Cishek and Drew Smyly. To this point, only the Rockies have invested 
more in pitching. 
 
Wade Davis, Bryan Shaw and Jake McGee all received three-year contracts from Colorado, with the 
deals totaling $106 million. The Cubs are likely to blow past that mark when they identify a replacement 
for Davis and either re-sign or replace Jake Arrieta, with Yu Darvish prominently mentioned as a 
possibility. 
 
The Cubs continue to have conversations with multiple free-agent starters, including Alex Cobb, and are 
monitoring the availability of controllable starters and closers through trades. That list is believed to 
include Gerrit Cole, Michael Fulmer, Chris Archer, Jake Odorizzi, Danny Duffy, Danny Salazar, Brad Hand, 
Roberto Osuna, Alex Colome and Felipe Rivero. 
 
But do the Cubs really have to do anything else? 
 
With Chatwood, Morrow and the others aboard, the Cubs wouldn't be wrong to head into 2018 with the 
inventory they've accumulated and adjust at midseason, as they've done the last two years. That would 
add to their flexibility next fall, when Bryce Harper, Manny Machado, Charlie Blackmon, Andrew Miller, 
A.J. Pollock and Zach Britton could be intriguing free-agent targets (at this point they could be as much 
as $85 million below the 2019 Competitive Balance Tax threshold of $206 million). 
 
Let's take a look at where the Cubs stand. 
 
They have one of the best rotations in the National League. Kyle Hendricks, Jon Lester, Jose Quintana 
and Chatwood are all under control through at least 2020. Adding Darvish or re-signing Arrieta could 
give the Cubs' the best rotation going, especially if Chatwood elevates his performance out of Colorado. 
 
Chatwood picked the Cubs over a lot of teams that were interested in taking that bet. Manager Joe 
Maddon raved about him after he beat the Cubs last June. He comes to the Cubs at about the same age 
that Arrieta did, and his 4.31 career ERA is a lot better than the one Arrieta brought from Baltimore. 
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There's a risk to Chatwood, who had Tommy John surgery as a 16-year-old and again in 2014. But he was 
throwing harder last season (average four-seam fastball 95.2 mph, average sinker 94.8 mph) than at any 
point in his Major League career and was thoroughly checked out by Cubs doctors before getting his 
three-year, $38 million contract. 
 
Quintana, acquired from the White Sox over the All-Star break last season, heads into his age-29 season 
as something of a secret weapon. He was off to an uncharacteristically shaky start last season before 
compiling a 3.74 ERA in 14 starts with the Cubs. 
 
Quintana's 1.073 career WHIP at Wrigley is the lowest in the rotation. And if you've watched him, you 
know he's capable of winning 18 games and earning Cy Young Award consideration. He flashed his 
potential after coming to the Cubs, but his first full year in the NL could be really special. 
 
Mike Montgomery, who will be stretched out as a starter in Spring Training but is expected to start the 
regular season in the bullpen, is highly motivated to show president of baseball operations Theo Epstein 
what he can do if he gets 25-30 starts. Smyly, signed more for 2019 than '18, underwent Tommy John 
surgery last July but could help late in the season. 
 
Don't overlook Jen-Ho Tseng (13-4, 2.54 in 24 starts between Double-A and Triple-A), who was the Cubs' 
Minor League Pitcher of the Year. He could push for a job with a strong Spring Training. So could Eddie 
Butler and Alec Mills, who will each be in their second year in the organization. 
 
The Cubs added two ninth-inning options in Morrow and Cishek, but it seems likely they'll add an 
established closer, most likely in a trade. Carl Edwards Jr. has shown the potential to develop into a 
closer, but he got banged around in the 2017 postseason, making it likely he'll return to a setup role. 
 
Justin Wilson, Pedro Strop and Justin Grimm will return, with the left-handed Wilson heading into Spring 
Training as a project for new pitching coach Jim Hickey. Wilson lost track of the strike zone after arriving 
in a trade with the Tigers and was left off the NL Championship Series roster. 
 
The Cubs are excited about Dario Alvarez, who can be described as sliderific. His fastball-slider 
combination has allowed him to strike out 11.4 per nine innings in his 56 Major League outings with the 
Rangers, Braves and Mets, but control has been an issue (14 walks in 16 1/3 innings for Texas last year). 
His potential earned him a Major League contract as a Minor League free agent. 
 
The Cubs have also added bullpen depth with waiver claims for lefty Randy Rosario and right-handers 
Luke Farrell (the son of former Red Sox manager John Farrell) and Cory Mazzoni. The 23-year-old Rosario 
was briefly promoted from Double-A to the Majors with the Twins last year, and has youth on his side. 
 
Farrell (26) is a Northwestern University product who made his Major League debut for the Reds last 
year, with his dad in attendance. Mazzoni (28), a second-round pick of the Mets from North Carolina 
State in 2011, pitched for the Padres in 2015 and '17 but was dropped off the 40-man roster. 
 
The Cubs love how Mazzoni looked in Triple-A in the second half of last season (31 strikeouts, three 
walks in 20 1/3 innings) and hope he can find that groove this spring. He and Farrell will have immediate 
chances to establish themselves. 
 
Pitching depth can make or break teams in the postseason, and the Cubs are once again searching 
everywhere to build a championship staff. They probably won't stop now -- but they could. That's saying 
a lot given the loss of Arrieta, Davis and John Lackey. 
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