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SD UNION TRIBUNE 

Padres roster review: Manuel Margot 
Jeff Sanders  

Sizing up the Padres’ 40-man roster, from A to Z, heading into the 2018 season. 

MANUEL MARGOT 

• Position: Center fielder 
• 2018 Opening Day age: 23 
• Bats/throws: R/R 
• Height/weight: 5-foot-11 / 180 pounds 
• Acquired: From the Red Sox in November 2015 trade 
• Contract status: Earned $535,600 in his first full year in the majors; won’t be 

arbitration-eligible until 2020 at the earliest 
• Key stats: .263 avg., .313 OBP, .409 SLG, 13 HRs, 39 RBIs, 53 runs, 17 steals, 35 

BBs, 106 Ks (126 games, 529 plate appearances) 

STAT TO NOTE 

• 5 – Steals in September alone, more than any other month in Margot’s first full season 
in the majors. Margot was 5-for-6 on the bases in September and 12-for-18 the rest of 
the season. 

TRENDING 

• Up – The most projectable of the four prospects received in the Craig Kimbrel deal 
(Margot, Javier Guerra, Logan Allen and Carlos Asuaje), Margot checked quite a few 
boxes in his first full season as the long-term answer in center field. Most importantly, 
he played Gold Glove-caliber defense as his 5.2 Ultimate Zone Rating (UZR) ranked 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
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fifth among all center fielders with at least 1,000 innings. Also, Margot’s on-base 
percentage sat above .300 for most of the season, he hit for more power than he had at 
any point in his minor league career and posted a .835 OPS over a 46-game stretch 
upon returning from a month-long stay on the DL (calf). Down the stretch, Margot also 
ran more frequently and with more success as he gained confidence in the running 
game. Margot (5 points) ultimately finished sixth in NL Rookie of the Year voting 
behind Cody Bellinger (150 points), Paul DeJong (56), Josh Bell (32), Rhys 
Hoskins (12) and German Marquez (10). 

2018 OUTLOOK 

• In 2017, Margot established himself as the Padres’ unquestioned starter in center field. 
To take the next step, the team could ask him to continue to push the boundaries of his 
running game, improve upon his .302 on-base percentage in the leadoff role and cut 
down his strikeouts (20 percent). Whatever gains Margot makes in those departments 
will carry him that much closer to stardom. 

 
  



  

 4 

Padres roster review: Jordan Lyles 
Jeff Sanders  

Sizing up the Padres’ 40-man roster, from A to Z, heading into the 2018 season. 

JORDAN LYLES 

• Position: Right-handed pitcher 
• 2018 Opening Day age: 27 
• Bats/throws: R/R 
• Height/weight: 6-foot-4 / 230 pounds 
• Acquired: Signed a minor league deal in August 2017 and re-signed via a big league 

deal in December 2017 
• Contract status: Will make $750,000 in 2018; The Padres’ hold a $3.5 million team 

option for 2019 against a $250,000 buyout. 
• Key stats: 1-5, 7.75 ERA, 55 Ks, 22 BBs, 1.69 WHIP, .325 opponent avg., 69 2/3 

innings (38 games, 12 starts) 

STAT TO NOTE 

• 1.000 – Opponents’ OPS in five games as a starter, all after signing a minor league deal 
with the Padres in August. Lyles went 1-3 with a 9.39 ERA, 22 strikeouts and a 1.96 
WHIP in 23 innings in San Diego’s rotation. 

TRENDING 

• Down – Houston’s first-round pick in 2008 (38th overall), Lyles had worn out his 
welcome in Colorado by midsummer after posting a 6.94 ERA in 33 games in 
the Rockies’ bullpen. He started five games the previous season and boasted an 
intriguing arsenal – a mid-90s fastball, a hard slider, a curveball and a change-up – so 
the Padres signed him to a minor league deal after his release. He went 1-1 with a 4.50 
ERA, 20 strikeouts and a 1.40 WHIP in five tune-up starts at Triple-A El Paso and was 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jordan-lyles-PESPT0015364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/colorado-rockies-ORSPT000010-topic.html
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solid in his first September call-up start (4 1/3 IP, 2 ER) against the Dodgers. Lyles 
struck out six in a five-inning win the next time out before allowing 18 runs over his 
final 13 2/3 innings. Lyles allowed four homers over that stretch, but the Padres opted 
for an even longer look anyway, signing him to a big league deal for the 2018 season. 

2018 OUTLOOK 

• A free-for-all for the back of the Padres rotation was further populated by minor league 
deals doled out last week to veteran right-handers Tyson Ross and Chris Young. Lyles 
seemingly has a leg up on that sort of competition by virtue of the $1 million he’s 
guaranteed for 2018, but he’ll have to pitch well to keep his spot as Robbie 
Erlin (Tommy John) and Colin Rea (Tommy John) return to form and top pitching 
prospects (Joey Lucchesi, Cal Quantrill and Eric Lauer) push their way to the majors, 
perhaps as soon as 2018. 

 
  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-sign-jordan-lyles-dfa-travis-wood-20171217-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyson-ross-PESPT000010386-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chris-young-%28baseball-pitcher%29-PESPT000010511-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/robbie-erlin-PESPT0015223-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/robbie-erlin-PESPT0015223-topic.html
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Tyson Ross, Chris Young return to Padres on minor league 
deals 
Dennis Lin  

A pair of familiar faces are back with the Padres, though official returns are not guaranteed. 

According to sources, San Diego has signed veteran right-handers Tyson Ross and Chris 
Young to minor league deals. Ross, 30, and Young, 38, will arrive at spring training 
attempting to reclaim jobs in a rotation with at least three open spots. 

The low-risk agreements reflect the Padres’ view of inflated free-agent prices as well as both 
pitchers’ career phases. A 2014 All-Star, Ross was derailed by injury each of the last two 
seasons. Young, whose own All-Star appearance came in 2007, made just two starts for 
the Kansas City Royals this year before being released in June. 

Ross, whom former General Manager Josh Byrnes acquired from Oakland, blossomed into 
San Diego’s top arm in 2014 and 2015. Following a disastrous opening-day start, he did not 
make a second big-league appearance in 2016 and eventually required surgery to address 
symptoms of thoracic outlet syndrome. He entered free agency last December when the 
Padres did not tender him a contract. Texas later signed him to a one-year, $6 million contract, 
but his return from a lengthy rehab process produced a 7.71 ERA in 49 innings. The Rangers 
released him in September. 

Like Ross, Young posted his best numbers working with Padres pitching coach Darren 
Balsley. Over five seasons in San Diego, he went 33-25 with a 3.60 ERA. Young has since 
spent time with the New York Mets, Seattle and Kansas City, even making a successful return 
from his own thoracic outlet surgery. He put together strong campaigns in 2014 and 2015, but 
he experienced a steep decline in 2016, after which he underwent surgery to his abdominal 
and groin area. He spent much of this past season in the bullpen before the Royals released 
him in late June. 

Ross and Young will face obstacles in their efforts to make the opening-day roster — and this 
could be Young’s final opportunity before retirement — but their signings follow a model that 
has produced notable results for the Padres. Most recently, starters Jhoulys Chacin, Trevor 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-dennis-lin-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyson-ross-PESPT000010386-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chris-young-%28baseball-pitcher%29-PESPT000010511-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chris-young-%28baseball-pitcher%29-PESPT000010511-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/kansas-city-royals-ORSPT000014-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/darren-balsley-PESPT000009839-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/darren-balsley-PESPT000009839-topic.html
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Cahill and Clayton Richard proved to be bargains after signing $1.75 contracts last winter, 
and Craig Stammen, who accepted a minor league deal, reemerged as a valuable reliever. 

Additionally, the competition is largely unproven. While Richard, Luis Perdomo and Dinelson 
Lamet are early favorites for the rotation, candidates include Bryan Mitchell, Matt Strahm, 
Robbie Erlin, Colin Rea and Jordan Lyles. 

With Ross and Young joining the picture, the Padres could head to spring training without 
adding a starting pitcher on a big-league deal. The team will continue monitoring market, 
though with the possible exception of first baseman Eric Hosmer, they appear unlikely to 
make a major signing. Free agency generally has moved at a glacial pace this winter, and 
Hosmer is one of many players who could be signed later rather than sooner. 

 
  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/clayton-richard-PESPT000010364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jordan-lyles-PESPT0015364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
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MLB.COM 

In '18, SD will rely on youth to take next step 
Padres need Myers to rebound, young hurlers to emerge 
 
AJ Cassavell  
 

SAN DIEGO -- With the youngest roster in the Majors, the Padres made plenty of progress in 
2017. Still, coming off a 91-loss season, they're nowhere near where they want to be. 

The majority of that roster will be back in 2018, and it's critical to the trajectory of the 
franchise that those young players continue to develop. With that in mind, here are the five 
most important questions facing the Padres in the new year: 

Can Wil Myers bounce back? 

Last offseason, the Padres committed six years and $83 million to Myers as their franchise 
first baseman. In his first season on that deal, Myers struggled. He mashed 30 homers, but saw 
his batting average dip to .243, while taking a step back on defense.Sep. 30th, 2017 

It's a crucial year for Myers, who is looking to regain his All-Star-caliber form from the first 
half of the 2016 season. He's the anchor of the Padres' offense, but during his slumps in '17, he 
seemed unable to regroup. 

This offseason, Myers is seeing a sports psychologist to hone his mental approach. He's also 
working to better understand his swing, so that he spends less time making in-season 
alterations. 

Which young pitchers emerge? 

This particular question is two-tiered. First, at the Major League level, Luis 
Perdomo and Dinelson Lamethave shown serious promise in their brief Major League tenures. 
Neither has backed up that promise with much consistency, however. They'll be asked to do 
so in 2018.. 18th, 2017 

Meanwhile, in the Minors, the Padres boasted an elite Double-A rotation. Cal Quantrill 
(ranked as the organization's No. 2 prospect by MLBPipeline.com), Eric Lauer (No. 8), Joey 
Lucchesi (No. 9) and Jacob Nix (No. 14) could all receive invites to Spring Training. It will 
be their first chance to make an impression against big league hitters. And while none of the 
four will make the Opening Day roster, they could push for a callup later in the season. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/606131/luis-perdomo
http://m.mlb.com/player/606131/luis-perdomo
http://m.mlb.com/player/659275/dinelson-lamet
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
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If all goes according to plan, the Padres' rotation of the future could become their rotation of 
the present this year. 

Can Matt Stairs help fix the Padres' on-base woes? 

There was no shortage of power in San Diego this season, as the Padres set a club record with 
189 dingers. For the second straight year, however, they finished last in the Major Leagues in 
on-base percentage, and they did so by a whopping 10 percentage points. 

In September, San Diego parted ways with hitting coach Alan Zinter and hired Matt Stairs the 
following month. From his playing days, Stairs comes with a reputation as a masher. And it's 
well-earned. But he played 19 big league seasons and posted a .356 on-base percentage, 
too.ov. 8th, 2017 

Perhaps more importantly, he helped the young-and-free-swinging Phillies improve their on-
base percentage by 10 points last year. His philosophy revolves around the ways patience can 
create opportunities to do damage. If he imparts that wisdom to Padres hitters, they'll be better 
for it. 

Which hitters make a jump in Year 2? 

Manuel Margot, Austin Hedges, Carlos Asuaje and Hunter Renfroe all saw regular playing 
time for the first time in 2017. Perhaps predictably, it was an up-and-down experience. 

Renfroe set a club rookie record with 25 homers, but he spent a month at Triple-A trying to 
work out OBP and defensive issues. Hedges was brilliant defensively and showcased better-
than-expected power, but his offensive game left much to be desired. Margot was the most 
consistent of the bunch, but he missed a month with a calf injury. Asuaje didn't begin to play 
regularly until the second half, exceeding most expectations when he did.Oct. 13th, 2017 

It's safe to say we'll learn more about the quartet in 2018. The future of the club's offense 
hinges, in large part, on whether those four can take steps forward. The Padres believe they 
will. 

What happens to Brad Hand? 

The trade chatter surrounding Hand has quieted. He has two years of team control remaining 
and owns a 2.56 ERA and 11.5 Ks/9 in two seasons with the Padres. Their asking price for 
Hand -- who they view as one of the sport's best relievers -- is understandably high. And, as of 
yet, nobody has met it.st, 2017 

General manager A.J. Preller has already proven he's content to keep Hand at the back end of 
his bullpen. Hand, too, has said he'd be happy to remain in San Diego. Of course, that won't 
stop the rumors from circulating. And if the prospect haul is large enough, Preller just might 
be willing to part with his top trade chip.  

http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/641319/carlos-asuaje
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/543272/brad-hand
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For Padres, '17 provides plenty to build upon 
Myers receives extension and hits for cycle; Margot shines in rookie season 
 
AJ Cassavell  
 
SAN DIEGO -- The calendar flips to 2018 on Monday, and the Padres are optimistic the 
strides they made this year will carry into the new one. 

Following a season that saw the Friars hand regular playing time to a host of youngsters, here 
are the five most important moments -- in chronological order -- from the year that was. 

Myers receives an extension 

The Padres always viewed Wil Myers as their cornerstone, and in January they ensured he'd 
remain under contract through 2022. Myers signed a six-year, $83 million deal with a team 
option for a seventh season, essentially lining up his tenure in San Diego with the arrival of a 
number of talented young players from the Minor Leagues.23rd, 2017 

Myers got off to a quick start in 2017, but he mostly struggled after that. The veteran first 
baseman hit 30 homers, but his batting average cratered to .243, and his on-base percentage 
dipped to .328. He'll be looking for a bounceback effort in '18. 

Margot arrives in style 

Rookie center fielder Manuel Margot wasted no time endearing himself to the Petco Park 
faithful. In the home opener against the Giants, Margot led off the first inning with a home 
run, and he went deep again in the third. In the process, the 22-year-old speedster became the 
first rookie in franchise history to homer twice in the home opener.r. 7th, 2017 

Margot played beyond his years for the rest of the season, too. He battled a calf injury early, 
but starred defensively afterward, while posting a .263/.313/.409 slash line. Margot would 
finish sixth in National League Rookie of the Year Award voting, and he figures to man 
center field in San Diego for years to come. 

Myers goes for the cycle 

In August 2015, Matt Kemp became the first Padre in the franchise's 47-year history to hit for 
the cycle. It didn't take nearly as long for cycle No. 2. 

In the season's second week, Myers accomplished the feat, doing so in nearly identical fashion 
to Kemp. Both made their bits of history at Coors Field. And both did so with a triple to center 
field as the clincher. Leading off the eighth inning, Myers scorched a rocket that split the left-
center-field gap. He stumbled a bit rounding second, but he reached third standing up.. 10th, 
2017 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/622534/manuel-margot
http://m.mlb.com/player/461314/matt-kemp
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Brad Hand's eventful July 

Never mind that he was in the midst of a 24-inning scoreless streak, pitching arguably as well 
as he ever has. The chatter around Hand this past July revolved squarely around his candidacy 
as a trade chip. Half the league inquired about the Padres lefty reliever ahead of the July 31 
non-waiver Trade Deadline. Yet come Aug. 1, Hand was still a Padre. 

General manager A.J. Preller opted to hold onto his relief ace, and Hand finished the season in 
impressive fashion, posting a 2.16 ERA and 104 strikeouts in 79 1/3 innings. Hand is under 
contract for two more seasons, and he's sure to attract interest in 2018.. 30th, 2017 

Green and Preller locked down 

The Padres assured themselves of some stability in the organization, handing three-year 
extensions to Preller and manager Andy Green. Preller's deal now runs through 2022, while 
Green's lasts through '21.ec. 4th, 2017 

For two seasons, the Padres have committed to building from within, acquiring young talent 
and developing that talent throughout the system. The contract extensions signified 
ownership's trust in that plan. Preller and Green, it seems, will get to see their vision through. 

 
  

http://m.mlb.com/player/543272/brad-hand
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Reports: Padres reuniting with Ross, Young 
Ben Weinrib  
 
The Padres are bolstering their rotation with a pair of familiar faces, reportedly agreeing to 
Minor League contracts with free-agent right-handers Tyson Ross and Chris Young. 

SB Nation was first to report of the reunion with Ross, while the San Diego Union-Tribune 
initially reported the deal with Young. The club has not commented on the reports. 

Ross, 30, pitched for the Padres from 2013-16 and held a 3.16 ERA with 531 strikeouts over 
522 innings. He earned his lone All-Star appearance in 2014 when he held a career-best 2.81 
ERA over 195 2/3 innings. 

Ross has battled injuries throughout his career, which contributed to the Padres non-tendering 
him last offseason. He signed with the Rangers but pitched only 49 innings with a 7.71 ERA 
after missing time recovering from surgery for thoracic outlet syndrome and battling blisters 
throughout the 2017 season. 

Young, 38, had his best Major League success in San Diego from 2006-10, earning his sole 
All-Star appearance in '07, when he held a 3.12 ERA over 173 innings. Throughout his five 
years with the Padres, he compiled a 3.60 ERA with 489 strikeouts over 550 2/3 innings. Last 
season with the Royals, he held a 7.50 ERA over 30 innings in 14 appearances (two starts). 

A starter throughout his tenure in San Diego, Young made 49 of his 50 relief appearances 
during the past three seasons with Kansas City. He could provide length out of the bullpen if 
he doesn't earn a spot in the rotation. 

The Padres will have plenty of competition for rotation spots in Spring Training. 
While Clayton Richard, Luis Perdomo and Dinelson Lamet's spots seem fairly secure, Ross 
and Young will be in the running for the last two spots with Colin Rea, Robbie Erlin, Bryan 
Mitchell and Jordan Lyles, among others. 

 
  

http://m.mlb.com/player/475115/tyson-ross
http://m.mlb.com/player/432934/chris-young
http://m.mlb.com/player/453385/clayton-richard
http://m.mlb.com/player/606131/luis-perdomo
http://m.mlb.com/player/659275/dinelson-lamet
http://m.mlb.com/player/607067/colin-rea
http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
http://m.mlb.com/player/571951/bryan-mitchell
http://m.mlb.com/player/571951/bryan-mitchell
http://m.mlb.com/player/543475/jordan-lyles
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Throw time: 5 pitchers poised to impress 
Castillo, Chatwood and Lamet among names to watch 
 
Mike Petriello 
 
Now that it's officially 2018, we can ask what will be by far the most important question of 
the upcoming calendar year: Which starting pitchers are primed for a breakout season? 

Last year when we did this, we said that Robbie Ray was far, far better than his 8-15, 4.90 
ERA numbers in 2016 would have you believe, and he ended up finishing seventh in the 
National League Cy Young Award voting. We said that James Paxton's breakout had already 
begun, and he was dominant in an injury-shortened season. (We also said Blake Snell would 
be great, and he took a step back. Can't win them all.) 

So, which ready-to-erupt starting arms should you be focused on for 2018? Here's five of our 
favorites. 

Dinelson Lamet, Padres 

Sep. 1st, 2017 
A 7-8, 4.57 line for the Padres made Lamet's rookie season easy to miss, and if we're setting 
expectations properly here, a "breakout" for him is probably more that of "a league average 
starter" than it is an ace. Still, if you looked closely, there was a lot to like here, starting with a 
fastball that averaged 95 mph, a top-30 mark among starters. 

Thanks to that fastball and a very good slider, Lamet was something near dominant against 
righty hitters. There were 235 starters who induced at least 100 swings from righties, and 
Lamet's 34.8 percent swing-and-miss rate was fifth-best -- and this is a list topped by Scherzer 
and Kluber. All told, Lamet's excellent line of .154/.241/.296 against righties came out to a 
.242 wOBA, fourth-best among starters, and just look at the other names on this list. 

Lowest wOBA against righty batters, starting pitchers 

.190 -- Scherzer 

.229 -- Brad Peacock 

.234 -- Kluber 

.242 -- Lamet 

.247 -- Luis Severino 

.248 -- Kershaw 

That's a list you want to be on. The problem, however, were lefties. Because Lamet basically 
only throws two pitches, he was very vulnerable to lefty batters, who tagged him for a 
.258/.365/.502 line. While he's working on a changeup, it's still a work in progress. If he gets 

https://www.mlb.com/news/gray-paxton-among-2017-breakout-pitchers/c-211510418
http://m.mlb.com/player/592662/robbie-ray
http://m.mlb.com/player/572020/james-paxton
http://m.mlb.com/player/605483/blake-snell
http://m.mlb.com/player/659275/dinelson-lamet
http://atmlb.com/2BWs6Fa
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/dinelson-lamet-brad-hand-have-great-sliders/c-253661620
http://atmlb.com/2BXruiz
http://atmlb.com/2DHb3HC
http://m.mlb.com/player/502748/brad-peacock
http://m.mlb.com/player/622663/luis-severino
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/padres-starter-dinelson-lamet-on-changeup/c-234596482
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there, he could be a very good starting pitcher. If not, then a potential future as a good reliever 
isn't a bad outcome, either. 
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TRADERUMORS 

Taking Inventory: San Diego Padres 
By Jeff Todd 

The Padres are in a fairly flexible spot this offseason, as the team entered the winter with 
fairly low payroll obligations for the 2018 season and a long-term balance sheet that features 
just one notable commitment. While nobody really expects the team to contend in the coming 
season, its pursuit of Eric Hosmer shows that the organization would like to begin building 
toward MLB competitiveness. 

On the whole, there’s no real reason to think the Padres need to trade any particular player. 
But the organization has one fairly obvious, high-end trade candidate and it also seems 
reasonaby likely that at least one veteran infielder will end up hitting the road. 

One-Year Rental 

Chase Headley, 3B ($13MM in 2018): The Friars brought back their former star in a deal that 
was designed mostly to acquire righty Bryan Mitchell, who’ll compete for a rotation spot. 
Now, it seems likely that Headley will be dangled as a means of trimming some salary. 
Entering his age-34 season, Headley profiles as a solid average player who could hold down 
the fort for a year in the right circumstances. But his overall output with the bat has been 
average or worse over the past four seasons, so despite the limited contractual commitment, it 
seems likely the Padres will have to keep some of the salary if he ends up on the move. 

Two Years of Control 

Brad Hand, RP (projected $3.8MM arbitration salary; arb-eligible thru 2019): This is the one 
player who stands out as a premium veteran trade asset. With Orioles lefty Zach 
Britton suffering an offseason injury, and a busy market for free agent relievers, Hand stands 
out as a highly valuable asset. He has retired more than 11 batters per nine via strikeout in 
each of the past two seasons and upped his output in 2017, when he ran a 2.16 ERA over 79 
1/3 innings and stepped seamlessly into the closer’s role. It’s arguable the Pads ought to cash 
in on Hand in the near term, rather than risking any injury or performance decline, though we 
haven’t heard much chatter surrounding him so far this winter. 

Carter Capps, RP (projected $1.3MM arbitration salary; arb-eligible thru 2019): It was an 
open question whether the Padres would tender Capps a contract at all following his tepid 
return from Tommy John surgery. The 27-year-old managed just seven strikeouts and allowed 
nine earned runs in his 12 1/3 innings in 2017, while showing a whopping 5+ mph drop in his 
average fastball velocity and carrying only a 7.8% whiff rate. But the Padres evidently feel 

https://www.mlbtraderumors.com/2018/01/taking-inventory-san-diego-padres-2.html
https://www.mlbtraderumors.com/author/jeff-todd
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/h/hosmeer01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/h/headlch01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/mitchbr01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/h/handbr01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/b/brittza01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/b/brittza01.shtml
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/c/cappsca01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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that Capps can still build himself back into being a quality reliever, and it’s certainly worth 
bearing in mind just how dominant he had become before the elbow injury. It seems unlikely 
he’ll be moved, but it’s certainly possible a roster need could push him out or that another 
organization may put a slightly higher value on his upside. 

Clayton Richard, SP/RP ($6MM through 2019): The southpaw just inked an extension at the 
tail end of the 2017 campaign, so it’s quite unlikely the Pads would turn around and deal him 
before the start of the coming season. Instead, the 34-year-old is likely to hold down a rotation 
spot and perhaps eventually slide into a swingman role as situations dictate. 

Longer-Term Assets 

Yangervis Solarte, INF ($5.5MM through 2018, including buyout of 2019-20 club options): If 
the Friars don’t trade Headley, it may be because they find a better deal that involves Solarte. 
A solid switch-hitting option who can handle third base, second base, and even a bit of time at 
short, Solarte would fit on a lot of rosters around the game. The flexibility in his contract 
boosts his value, though surely other organizations won’t be offering up top talent for a player 
who is coming off of a personal-worst .255/.314/.416 season at the plate. 

Wil Myers, 1B ($78.5MM through 2022, including buyout of club option for 2023): There’s 
no indication that the Padres have interest in shopping Myers, who had a less-than-inspiring 
first season under his new contract. Rather, it seems the club is weighing a move for free 
agent Eric Hosmer, which would bump Myers into a corner outfield spot. But Myers does 
carry the team’s only large, long-term contract, so he certainly merits mention. 

Cory Spangenberg, UTIL (projected $2.0MM arbitration salary; arb-eligible thru 2020): In his 
most extensive MLB action, a 486 plate appearance run in 2017, Spangenberg turned in a 
.264/.322/.401 batting line with 13 home runs and 11 steals. That’s a handy batting line for a 
player who rated as an outstanding overall baserunner and can play just about anywhere on 
the field. Then again, the output was still below the league average and there are limits to 
Spangenberg’s defensive function; he graded poorly at third last year and isn’t really an 
option at short or in center. All told, though, he’s a useful asset who’d draw interest if 
dangled. 

Kirby Yates, RP (projected $1.1MM arbitration salary; arb-eligible thru 2020): Though he’ll 
turn 31 before the start of the 2018 season and has not really thrived in prior attempts at the 
majors, Yates is an interesting player after a strong 2017 season. Home runs marred his 
balance sheet in the end, but it’s hard to ignore his 14.0 K/9 strikeout rate and robust 17.3% 
swinging-strike rate. Odds are the Padres will keep Yates and hope he can produce the results 
to match those promising peripherals, but his name could also come up in trade talks. 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/r/richacl01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/solarya01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/search/search.fcgi?pid=,myerswi01&search=Wil+Myers&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/spangco01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/y/yateski01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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Matt Szczur, OF (projected $800K arbitration salary; arb-eligible thru 2021): It’s hard to 
imagine teams lining up for a player who seemingly profiles at best as a solid, right-handed-
hitting fourth outfielder. But Szczur did produce at a roughly league-average rate over 237 
plate appearances in 2017, most of which came after he moved to the Friars from the Cubs in 
the middle of the season. Most impressively, Szczur maintained a 14.3% walk rate over the 
season. He’s also still affordable as a Super Two. 

Austin Hedges, C (pre-arb): In all likelihood, the 25-year-old Hedges is going to continue to 
take the bulk of the time behind the dish for the Padres in 2018 and beyond. But there’s some 
uncertainty in his outlook after a marginal .214/.262/.398 output with the bat in 2017, even if 
he did swat 18 long balls. It’s important to bear in mind that Hedges is considered a high-
quality defender; indeed, he was one of the game’s highest-rated pitch framers in his first full 
season as a big leaguer. There may not be a ton of offensive upside, but the Padres have good 
reason to continue to allow Hedges to develop as a hitter while he gives a boost to the 
organization’s pitching staff. 

Of course, the Padres have a variety of other younger players around who could conceivably 
also be traded. To take a few examples, it isn’t impossible to imagine deals involving 
outfielder Hunter Renfroe, starter Luis Perdomo, or reliever Phil Maton. But those and others 
don’t seem particularly likely to be targeted by contending organizations weighing win-now 
moves, so we needn’t consider them in detail. We’re also going to go ahead and assume that 
the team intends to utilize the just-acquired Freddy Galvis at shortstop, so there’s no real 
cause to weigh his trade candidacy. 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/szczuma01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/h/hedgeau01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/r/renfrhu01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/search/search.fcgi?pid=perdolu02,perdolu01,perdom003lui&search=Luis+Perdomo&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/matonph01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/g/galvifr01.shtml
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