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Padres mailbag: Where do 
things stand with Eric 
Hosmer? 

Dennis Lin  

Happy 2018, Padres fans. As the new year begins and spring training approaches, we’ve 
returned with another installment of questions and answers. As always, you can submit inquiries 
about the team via Twitter or email. On to the mailbag. 

  
Where are we at with the Hosmer sweepstakes? 

Here’s what we know: 

• The Padres have offered free-agent first baseman Eric Hosmer a seven-year deal, 
but sources told the Union-Tribune it’s for less than the $140 million mentioned in a USA 
Today report. 

• The same report said the Kansas City Royals, widely believed to be the Padres’ main 
competition, have offered Hosmer a seven-year, $147 million deal. But that, too, has been 
refuted. 

• Agent Scott Boras, speaking with The Athletic’s Ken Rosenthal, dismissed the USA Today 
report as “inaccurate” but did not elaborate. 

• People familiar with the situation say Boras began the offseason seeking a contract of at 
least eight years and about $200 million, and still would like to get there — in years, if not 
dollars. 

• Outside of San Diego and Kansas City, serious pursuers appear scarce. As of Thursday 
afternoon, there had not been news of other offers. 

• This offseason’s free agent market has been the slowest-moving in recent memory. Teams 
are more cautious than ever when it comes to committing major money. 

• People with a vested interest in the outcome often plant rumors. 

There’s far more that we don’t know. For example: 

• What are the exact amounts of the Padres’ and Royals’ offers, assuming Kansas City has 
made one? For the Padres, it’s closer to $140 million than $100 million. 

• The Padres appear to have far more financial flexibility than the Royals, who are trying to 
trim payroll. The Royals also love Hosmer and want to keep him in Kansas City. 

• What other teams are or could get involved? So far, the St. Louis Cardinals are the only 
other club reported to have notable interest. 

• Will anyone offer Hosmer eight years? The Padres would prefer a six-year deal. Eight 
years looks like a real stretch. 

• When will Hosmer sign? No one seems to know. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-dennis-lin-staff.html#nt=byline
http://twitter.com/sdutdennislin
mailto:dennis.lin@sduniontribune.com
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-royals-offer-hosmer-seven-year-deals-20171228-story.html
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• For that matter, when will anyone sign? Numerous free agents remain available. Boras 
represents several other high-profile players, not to mention a group of mid-level job-
seekers. He likely can’t afford to take the majority of them into late January or early 
February without destinations. 

When do you think think they will move an infielder? Who’s most likely to go? 

As mentioned above, the free agent market hasn’t experienced much movement. To an extent, 
that is delaying other deals. Action on the trade front is equally hard to predict, but it’s safe to 
say some teams will want to see what shakes out in free agency before making moves. 

That said, I could see the Padres trading at least one infielder before opening day. Yangervis 
Solarte and Chase Headley might be at the top of the list. A lot of teams like Solarte, and a lot of 
people would be a bit surprised if Headley actually suits up for San Diego again. 

With prospect help en route, Cory Spangenberg and Carlos Asuaje also remain in play. 

 
 

If Hosmer signs with The Padres, would they consider moving Myers to third? 

A return to a corner-outfield spot would be the course of action, but I believe the Padres have at 
least kicked around the idea of third base. To be fair, every team kicks around a lot of ideas. Wil 
Myers enjoys taking grounders at positions besides first, and he started 15 games at third in the 
minors. (All of those games were way back in 2012.) 

Right now, however, the Padres have a logjam at third and second they need to solve. And 
although Myers might accept the challenge, putting him at a position he hasn’t played 
professionally in years would be unwise. (He spent one inning at the hot corner in 2016, but 
didn’t field any chances.) 

if hosmer falls through, will the padres just call it an offseason or are they still looking to sign 
FA's and/or move brad hand? 

Hand certainly could be dealt, but the Padres might prefer to retain him into the season. 
Potential trade partners tend to get more desperate leading up to the July 31 deadline. The 
Padres discussed Hand with the Chicago Cubs during the winter meetings — possibly as part of a 
package for infielder Javier Baez — but it doesn’t sound like they ever got close to an agreement. 
After moving on, the Padres signed Freddy Galvis to play shortstop. 

If the Padres don’t sign Hosmer, there isn’t a backup plan this offseason. Rather, they would 
continue providing opportunities for young players. 

Players of Hosmer’s age and caliber don’t become available often, and the Padres don’t view the 
prospect of adding Hosmer, for the right price, as some deviation from their blueprint. Even if 
they do land him, they know they’re at least another season or two away from threatening for a 
playoff berth. 

If Padres miss on hosmer, starting LFer on opening day: Dickerson(obviously needs to be 
healthy), Pirela, or franchy? 

https://twitter.com/RoadsideCoyotes/status/948291123985788929
https://twitter.com/RoadsideCoyotes/status/948291123985788929
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Considering how productive he was last season, Jose Pirela probably remains the favorite. 
Franchy Cordero has opened some eyes in winter ball, and he has the most upside of the trio you 
mentioned. But he’ll have to prove he can develop into a major league regular, especially in 
terms of plate discipline. Meanwhile, the Padres could use Alex Dickerson’s left-handed bat, but 
he’ll have to prove he can stay on the field. Spring training should feature plenty of competition. 

The Padres also like Miami left/center fielder Christian Yelich, but so do about 28 other clubs. 
The Marlins are hinting that they’re willing to trade him, but only for a huge haul. 

  
How does the rotation shake out so far and any chance they go to a six man rotation? 

Clayton Richard, Luis Perdomo and Dinelson Lamet are the early, heavy favorites. After that, the 
picture blurs. Newcomer Bryan Mitchell is out of minor league options, and the Padres took on 
Headley’s contract in order to give him a chance. He’ll compete with several other unproven 
options for a rotation job. 

The question about a six-man rotation is relevant, because Mitchell and a number of others have 
limited track records or are returning from injury. Plus, a prospect or two could debut by 
midseason. The Padres have discussed the idea of carrying six starters for longer stretches. It 
might not happen in April, but I could see them expanding the rotation this year. 

  
The Padres have already brought back Tyson and CY on minor league deals, any indication that 
Peavy is next? 

None. They won’t shy away from adding another inexpensive arm, but they’re just about finished 
compiling starting-pitching options. They want to ensure opportunities for the prospects on the 
way. 

 

Not local to me, but curious on how confident the club is with Austin Hedges as the backstop. 

I don’t think they could be more confident in his ability behind the plate. If he doesn’t progress 
on offense, it will place slightly more of a burden on the rest of the lineup. But what’s most 
important, particularly with a young staff, is Hedges’ defensive work, and he’s already excellent 
on that side of the ball. 

 

Who do you think could be this year's "Fernando Tatis Jr" - someone that forces their way into 
Top 10 Padres prospect discussion? 
 
Who do you think could be this year's "Fernando Tatis Jr" - someone that forces their way into 
Top 10 Padres prospect discussion? 

I’ll guess 18-year-old center fielder Jeisson Rosario. He’s an elite athlete who’s shown a good eye 
at the plate (.404 on-base percentage in rookie ball). 

 
 

https://twitter.com/R_Lewis7/status/948244702121295873
https://twitter.com/R_Lewis7/status/948244702121295873
https://twitter.com/LorenSethC/status/948244584215146497
https://twitter.com/LorenSethC/status/948244584215146497
https://twitter.com/MarkozSpeakEasy/status/948271728500736000
https://twitter.com/MarkozSpeakEasy/status/948271728500736000


  

 5 

Markoz@MarkozSpeakEasy 
At the end of the 2018 season, do you think the pads will pursue Manny Machado? 

They could try, but it’d be a waste of everyone’s time. Machado will go to a big market. 
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Padres roster review: Bryan 
Mitchell 
Jeff Sanders  

Sizing up the Padres’ 40-man roster, from A to Z, heading into the 2018 season. 

BRYAN MITCHELL 

• Position: Right-handed pitcher 
• 2018 Opening Day age: 26 
• Bats/throws: L/R 
• Height/weight: 6-foot-3 / 210 pounds 
• Acquired: From the Yankees in a December 2017 trade 
• Contract status: Earned $550,625 in 2017; will not be arbitration-eligible until 2019 at 

the earliest 
• Key stats: 1-1, 5.79 ERA, 17 Ks, 13 BBs, 1.68 WHIP, .302 opponent average, 32 2/3 

innings (20 games, 1 start)s 

STAT TO NOTE 

• 3.76 – Mitchell’s ERA in nine career games as a starting pitcher (40 2/3 innings), more 
than two runs higher than his 5.77 career ERA as a reliever (57 2/3 innings). 

TRENDING 

• Down – Originally a 16th-round pick in 2009, the Yankees lured Mitchell away from a 
commitment to North Carolina with an $800,000 signing bonus. He ranked as high as 
No. 11 in the system after the 2015 season, using a fastball that touches 100 mph to fan 
584 batters in 635 innings in the minors. He pairs that pitch with a hammer curve, a 
cutter and a show-me change-up. Mitchell made his MLB debut in 2014, pitched 18 
games out of the bullpen in 2015 and five games out of the rotation in 2016 after starting 
the year on the disabled list (left great toe tear). He broke camp in 2017 with the big 
league team but moved frequently between the Triple-A International League and the 
Yankees. Nineteen of his bit league appearances came out of the bullpen (5.77 ERA). Over 
parts of four seasons in the majors – mostly as a swing man – Mitchell is 2-6 with a 4.94 
ERA, 64 strikeouts, 44 walks and a 1.62 WHIP. 

2018 OUTLOOK 

• The Padres were essentially buying a long look at Mitchell when they agreed to take on all 
of Chase Headley’s 2018 salary in a December swap with the Yankees(Jabari 
Blash went to New York). Although the Padres have added to their depth with minor 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-what-to-know-tuesday-padres-moves-20171212-htmlstory.html
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league deals given to Tyson Ross and Chris Young, the expectation is that Mitchell 
will be given every chance to succeed in the rotation after spending much of his big league 
career without a defined role. Said Padres manager Andy Green at the time of the 
acquisition: “He pitched in the bullpen, pitched in a starter’s role every now and again. 
(The Yankees) were never able to give him the consistent opportunity, which we think 
he’ll thrive in.” 

PADRES POWER RANKINGS 
(Currently 40 players on 40-man roster) 

1. Brad Hand 
2. Manuel Margot 
3. Austin Hedges 
4. Chase Headley 
5. Freddy Galvis 
6. Dinelson Lamet 
7. Bryan Mitchell 
8. Carlos Asuaje 
9. Franchy Cordero 
10. Travis Jankowski 
11. Alex Dickerson 
12. Carter Capps 
13. Robbie Erlin 
14. Kyle McGrath 
15. Walker Lockett 
16. Colten Brewer 
17. Buddy Baumann 
18. Jose Castillo 
19. Phil Maton 
20. Jordan Lyles 
21. Javier Guerra 
22. Rocky Gale 
23. Miguel Diaz 
24. Allen Cordoba 

Traded away: Jabari Blash 

 

  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-brad-hand-20171222-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-manuel-margot-20180102-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-austin-hedges-20171226-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-chase-headley-20171225-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-freddy-galvis-20171219-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-dinelson-lamet-20171228-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-carlos-asuaje-20171203-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-franchy-cordero-20171213-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-travis-jankowski-20171227-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-alex-dickerosn-20171215-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-carter-capps-20171208-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-robbie-erlin-20171218-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-kyle-mcgrath-20180104-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-walker-lockett-20171229-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-colten-brewer-20171207-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-buddy-baumann-20171205-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jose-castillo-20171211-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-phil-maton-20180103-story.html#nt=oft03a-2la1
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jordan-lyles-20180101-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-javier-guerra-20171221-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-rocky-gale-20171219-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-miguel-diaz-20171214-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-allen-cordoba-20171211-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jabari-blash-20171206-story.html
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Longtime Padres coach 
Picciolo dies; 'just loved the 
game of baseball' 
Jeff Sanders  

The longest-tenured coach in Padres history, Rob Picciolo played nine years in a big league 
infield and worked his way up San Diego’s coaching ladder after starting in player development. 
That made him a natural resource as former pitcher Mark Grant moved into the television booth 
for Padres broadcasts in the late ‘90s. 

Picciolo’s easy-going nature also made him an easy mark any time Grant tried to contact him via 
their old flip-phones’ walkie-talkie mode. 

 “Back then, the walkie-talkie IDs were just a number on the phone and I had him going for 
three weeks,” Grant said with a laugh. “I would beep him, ‘No. 67, I’m watching you.’ We’d be on 
the bus or at the team hotel. He’d just be, ‘Who is this? Who is this?’ He never got me.” 

Grant added: “He’s a guy who you think of and you smile, that’s for sure. That was Rob Picciolo. 
His name comes up and you smile. That tells you a lot about a person.” 

Picciolo died Wednesday, his family confirmed for the Union-Tribune. 

He was 64. The cause of death was not disclosed. 

“The San Diego Padres are deeply saddened by the news of the unexpected passing of Rob 
Picciolo,” a statement from the Padres read. “Peach dedicated a decade and a half to our 
organization and was a tremendous asset as a coach, but more significantly, as a person. We 
send our heartfelt sympathy to the entire Picciolo family during this difficult time.” 

All told, Picciolo spent 20 years in the Padres organization after a nine-year big league career 
carried him from the Athletics to the Brewers to the Angels. He was a minor league manager at 
rookie-level Spokane from 1986 to 1987, a roving infield instructor the following two years and 
was promoted to the big league coaching staff midway through the 1990 season. 

There, he served Padres managers Greg Riddoch, Jim Riggleman and Bruce Bochy as a first base 
coach (mid-1990-92), a bench coach (1993-2002) and third base coach (2003-2005). 

The latter stint was interrupted in 2004, according to a 2010 Union-Tribune story, by a surgical 
procedure after it was discovered that Picciolo had an aneurysm in the descending aorta from 
his heart. 

“You have to have the right personality to do that and ‘Peach’ was just ready for everything,” 
former Padres outfielder Mark Sweeney recalled of Picciolo’s various coaching roles. “He was 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
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always prepared. He had some nervousness to him that drove him to be better and better and I 
think that nervousness came from being around Boch and knowing that he expected a lot, 
especially out of his coaches. He was always that guy that when you got to the field, he had a 
smile on his face and couldn't wait to work. He just got everyone prepared and ready.” 

Sweeney added: “The hardest thing is you're crushed because you lost someone like ‘Peach,’ but 
you also remember so many great times that you had and the laughs that you had. Everyone in a 
text chain going around – we've got a group of guys on the '98 team – they're all devastated for 
obvious reasons. 

“But we all remember ‘Peach’ as one of those happy guys that just loved the game of baseball.” 

Picciolo was especially renowned for throwing crisp, clean batting practices. He was especially in 
tune with Hall-of-Famer Tony Gwynn. 

“I just remember the music him and ‘T’ would create in the afternoon in early batting practice,” 
former Padres closer Trevor Hoffman recalled. “It was a perfectly true baseball through the air 
and the precision crack of T. Gwynn's bat. Every time it met the ball, they were like a dance. 
They knew each other's idiosyncrasies. ‘Peach’ had the ability to put the ball where Tony wanted. 
It was fun to watch two people really good at what they do.” 

Of course, Hoffman’s children knew Picciolo not as “Peach” but as the “Ice Cream Man.” 

“After a win, he’d take them into the lunch room,” Hoffman recalled, “and they’d get their pick. 
He really enjoyed being able to do that for the kids.” 

Picciolo’s post-San Diego days took him back to Anaheim, where he was a roving infield 
instructor from 2006 to 2010 and a bench coach under Angels manager Mike Scioscia from 
2010 to 2013. 

“The Halos family is extremely saddened by the loss of our friend Rob Picciolo,” the Angels 
tweeted on Thursday. “His kind spirit radiated throughout the clubhouse as a player & a coach. 
He will be missed by many associated with MLB & beyond. We send thoughts & prayers to the 
Picciolo family at this difficult time.” 

Other tributes also poured in over social media as news of Picciolo’s unexpected death spread. 

From former Padres third baseman Phil Nevin: “Not a better man around. I looked up to you in 
every aspect of life.” 

From former Padres outfielder Tony Gwynn Jr.: “My heart is heavy today hearing about the 
passing of Rob Picciolo. Peach was the nicest, most kind man you’ll ever meet and dear family 
friend.” 

From Ted Leitner, radio voice of the Padres: “So shocked so sad at the passing of longtime 
Padres coach Rob Picciolo. Baseball has never had a nicer man as player or coach. If you get to 
heaven and Rob’s not there trust me – you’re NOT in heaven.” 

From ESPN reporter Buster Olney, a former Padres beat writer with the San Diego Union 
Tribune: “Rob Picciolo was kind and warm, and greeted every day and every person with 
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consistent amiability and hope. He looked for the best in his peers, and was a gift to those who 
knew him.” 

Oakland’s first-round pick in the secondary phase of the 1975 January draft, Picciolo hit .234 
with 17 homers and 109 RBIs across parts of nine seasons in the majors as an infielder. He made 
his major league debut with the Athletics in 1974, was traded to the Brewers in 1982 for 
Milwaukee’s World Series run and signed with the Angels before the 1984 season. 

Picciolo ended his playing career in Oakland after hitting .275 in 71 games in 1985. 

Picciolo graduated from Westchester (Calif.) High school in 1971 and earned a bachelor’s degree 
in journalism from Pepperdine. 

Picciolo is survived by his wife Debbie and sons Dusty and Bret, a former staffer in the Padres 
communications department. 
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Money, moment wrong for 
Padres to sign Eric Hosmer 
Bryce Miller  

When it comes to the Padres and free-agent first baseman Eric Hosmer, it’s the ultimate “right 
guy, right time” debate. 

As news swirled that San Diego has dipped most of its toes into the Hosmer-chase waters, 
sweetened with a franchise-record offer, a fan base finally on board with the long-term, youth-
based, dollar-smart rebuild bristled. 

There’s no doubt Hosmer is the right-guy type, a stable clubhouse pro and Gold Glover coming 
off the best offensive season of his career. He’s been 28 for just a couple of months, so he’s still 
young by free-agent standards. 

But is it the right time? That’s the real question — and the reason the Padres find themselves a 
bit over their skis on a big spend when the rest of the clubhouse is at least two years away. 

Sure, there’s plenty of pro-con fuel. 

Pro: The team could control a talented two-way player in his 20s, rather than waiting for a 
market filled with guys in their 30s. 

Con: By the time shortstop Fernando Tatis Jr., utility bat Luis Urias and pitchers MacKenzie 
Gore, Michel Baez and Cal Quantrill arrive, Hosmer could be teetering over the downhill side of 
his career. 

Pro: You’ve got payroll flexibility. Why not land a proven guy while you can? What have you 
been saving all that bankroll for, anyway? There’s zero chance the Padres become real players a 
year from now when Bryce Harper and Manny Machado hit the market. 

Are you going to sign a guy like Colorado’s Charlie Blackmon to a five-year deal a few years from 
now, at 32? You already have a center fielder in Manny Margot. Are you going to wait even 
longer on position needs like shortstop Xander Bogaerts or second baseman Jonathan Schoop? 
That’s risky, when you know the Red Sox and Orioles will claw into the checkbook to keep them. 

Con: There are plenty of needs, and all kinds of ways to deploy $130 million or so to fill more 
than one of them. 

Pro: Hosmer might be willing to bite on a lesser offer in San Diego, given that his swing seems 
to enjoy Petco Park — homering in the All-Star Game and hitting .455 in three games there 
during the World Baseball Classic. In the process, he could avoid the ground floor rebuild in 
Kansas City. 

Someone might have mentioned the weather to him once or twice, too. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-bryce-miller-staff.html#nt=byline
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Con: You know his agent is Scott Boras, right? And when you factor in California taxes, the 
Royals offer already is worth millions more. 

Pro: Hosmer has built a reputation as a legitimate leader, a role far less suited for current 
franchise contract record-holder Wil Myers, no matter his $83 million deal. 

Con: Signing Hosmer would push Myers into the outfield, which is something no one — 
including Myers — should be thrilled about. 

Hosmer made half as many errors as his San Diego counterpart in three less games last season, 
but Myers and the outfield simply aren’t a good fit. Let the guy settle into a position. Spend big 
money on a middle infielder a year or two from now. 

And on and on and on … 

This feels like too much too soon. The fan base you sold on waiting remains wounded from 
investments in Matt Kemp, James Shields, Melvin Upton Jr. and Derek Norris. They’ve seen 
that movie, as the saying goes. 

The people being asked to buy hot dogs and fill seats actually understand what you’ve been 
doing. They’ve fought through the old Padres-won’t-spend stereotypes. They’re on board. You’ve 
won the PR battle. 

This curveball would be tricky to sync up with almost every piece of the organizational timeline. 
Points to the Padres for putting their nose in the fight, but they might want to heed their own 
plea for patience. 

If the Padres land Hosmer — and don’t hold your breath on that one (see Boras, taxes above) — 
it signals that they see a chance to reach the finish line sooner than the rest of us. With the 
pitching rotation lacing up for the team’s immediate future, that’s a funkier flavor of Kool-Aid 
altogether. 

Teams on the brink eventually identify the right time to sign a Johnny Cueto or a Jayson Werth 
or a Jon Lester. Lining all of it up proves far more difficult than any of us are willing to 
acknowledge. 

That trigger must look particularly tempting to the Padres, who missed out on the Shohei Ohtani 
sweepstakes. The chance to make a splash is a sexy itch they’d no doubt love to scratch. 

If this deal materializes and bears playoff-flirting fruit, it becomes a whole chapter in the “how 
they turned it around” book someone writes. That chapter doesn’t have to be Hosmer, though. 

At least not now. And not for that kind of money. 
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Padres offer Eric Hosmer 
seven-year deal but for less 
money than reported 
Royals' offer 
Dennis Lin  

The Padres, according to sources, have offered first baseman Eric Hosmer a seven-year contract, 
further illustrating their interest in one of the offseason’s premier free agents. But attempts to 
lure Hosmer to San Diego appear to be facing stiff competition from another small-market team. 

According to a USA Today report, the Royals have offered Hosmer a seven-year, $147 million 
deal to remain in Kansas City, while the Padres’ bid is worth $140 million. 

People with knowledge of San Diego’s pursuit on Wednesday contradicted that report. The 
Padres’ offer is lower than $140 million, according to sources who requested anonymity because 
of the sensitivity of negotiations. The exact amount proposed is unknown, though it is well above 
$100 million. 

Similarly, it is unclear if the Padres and the Royals are willing to increase their respective offers. 
As of Wednesday, the Padres did not seem to be planning a substantial hike. 

Either of the current bids, if accepted, would shatter a franchise record. The Padres have never 
committed more than the $83 million incumbent first baseman Wil Myers received last year in a 
six-year extension. Following the 2015 season, the Royals gave outfielder Alex Gordon a four-
year, $72 million deal. 

Both teams have courted Hosmer in hopes of featuring him during a rebuilding phase. The 
Padres believe the 28-year-old could help them bridge the gap to contention within the next few 
seasons. While not as far along in their own reconstruction, the Royals believe their homegrown 
star continues to fit in their long-term plans. 

Other obvious candidates for Hosmer have been scarce. The Boston Red Sox excused themselves 
from the sweepstakes last month by signing first baseman Mitch Moreland to a two-year, $13 
million deal. The St. Louis Cardinals have emerged as a dark horse, but the free-agent market, in 
general, has been slow to develop. 

Baseball’s most powerful agent is among the contributing factors. Scott Boras, who represents 
Hosmer, J.D. Martinez and other high-profile players, has consistently demonstrated a 
willingness to strike deals late in the offseason. Industry sources say the asking prices for 
Hosmer and Martinez began in the $200 million range, with Boras seeking an eight-year 
contract for the former. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-dennis-lin-staff.html#nt=byline
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“He told these guys he would get them those figures and will wait as long as he can,” one 
baseball official familiar with Boras said recently. 

Hosmer has signaled some level of mutual interest to both of his most aggressive suitors. The 
first baseman visited with the Padres twice this winter, and he remains beloved by the Royals, 
with whom he went to consecutive World Series in 2014 and 2015. People close to Hosmer say 
he would like to play for a winning team sooner than later, perhaps lending credence to the 
Cardinals’ candidacy. 

Sources refuted a recent report that a “deep split of opinion” exists within the Padres 
organization over whether it is the right time to pursue a player such as Hosmer. Team officials 
appear convinced Hosmer is capable of spearheading a culture shift along with a playoff push in 
the not-too-distant future. 

Yet, as is the norm in free agency, the pressing question continues to be compensation. Although 
Myers has declared his willingness to accommodate Hosmer by moving to the outfield, an 
overpay may be unappealing for a club that alternatively could reserve its funds for a position of 
clearer need. If a split in opinion does exist, it concerns how much the Padres would be willing to 
pay for Hosmer’s services. 

Capps avoids arbitration 
According to a source, the Padres have avoided arbitration with reliever Carter Capps, agreeing 
to a $1.0625 million salary for 2018. MLBTradeRumors.com had projected a $1.3 million figure 
for the right-hander. 

Capps had his return from Tommy John surgery ended prematurely last season. The 27-year-old 
underwent surgery in late September to address thoracic outlet syndrome. He is expected to be 
ready for spring training next month. 

Five Padres remain eligible for arbitration: relievers Brad Hand and Kirby Yates, infielders 
Freddy Galvis and Cory Spangenberg, and outfielder Matt Szczur. 

Prior joins Dodgers 
Mark Prior, the Padres’ minor league pitching coordinator for the past three years, has joined 
the Los Angeles Dodgers as their bullpen coach. 

The ex-Chicago Cubs star and University of San Diego High graduate is the second hire the 
Dodgers have added from the Padres’ player development staff this offseason. Los Angeles 
previously hired Luis Ortiz, San Diego’s former field and hitting coordinator, as an assistant 
hitting coach/minor league hitting coordinator. 

The Padres have not yet announced their minor league coaching and development staffs for 
2018. 
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Padres roster review: Kyle 
McGrath 
Jeff Sanders  

Sizing up the Padres’ 40-man roster, from A to Z, heading into the 2018 season. 

KYLE McGRATH 

• Position: Left-handed reliever 
• 2018 Opening Day age: 25 
• Bats/throws: L/L 
• Height/weight: 6-foot-2 / 185 pounds 
• Acquired: 36th round in 2014 draft (University of Louisville) 
• Contract status: Made his MLB debut in July 2017; will not be arbitration-eligible until 

2021 at the earliest 
• Key stats: 0-0, 2.84 ERA, 16 Ks, 6 BBs, 1.05 WHIP, .209 opponent average, 19 innings 

(17 games) 

STAT TO NOTE 

• 86.5 – The average velocity of McGrath’s fastball, the eight slowest in the majors 
according to fangraphs.com. 

TRENDING 

• Up – A banner 2016 ended with MiLB.com naming McGrath the Fan’s Choice for best 
relief pitcher after he posted an 0.93 ERA, 78 strikeouts and a .174 opponent average in 
67 2/3 innings as he climbed from Lake Elsinore to San Antonio to El Paso. He’d posted a 
2.43 ERA in 29 2/3 innings in the Texas and Pacific Coast leagues in 2017 when he was 
recalled after the Padres traded Brandon Maurer and Ryan Buchter out of their 
bullpen. McGrath allowed four runs in 6 2/3 innings in his first stint with the Padres and 
then allowed two runs on nine hits and four walks over 12 1/3 innings to close the season 
as a September call-up. The definition of a crafty lefty, McGrath relies on deception (“I 
can’t think of anyone who throws from underneath their armpit,” Padres manager Andy 
Green said), location and an effective change-up. Opponents hit .105 against a change-
up that produced 20 whiffs in 119 pitches in 2017. An underwhelming fastball, in 
contrast, produced 12 whiffs in 151 pitches and a .282 opponent average. All four extra-
base hits yielded in 2017 – two homers and two doubles – came off McGrath’s fastball. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/brandon-maurer-PESPTF00622-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/ryan-buchter-PESPTF00611-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-mcgrath-delivery-fastball-20170909-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-mcgrath-delivery-fastball-20170909-story.html
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2018 OUTLOOK 

• The back of the bullpen was in flux after the Padres traded away both Maurer and 
Buchter. McGrath was far more effective in his second attempt to stick and figures to 
open camp in competition for a role as a left-handed specialist. Lefties hit .167 off 
McGrath across all levels in 2017. 

PADRES POWER RANKINGS 
(Currently 40 players on 40-man roster) 

1. Brad Hand 
2. Manuel Margot 
3. Austin Hedges 
4. Chase Headley 
5. Freddy Galvis 
6. Dinelson Lamet 
7. Carlos Asuaje 
8. Franchy Cordero 
9. Travis Jankowski 
10. Alex Dickerson 
11. Carter Capps 
12. Robbie Erlin 
13. Kyle McGrath 
14. Walker Lockett 
15. Colten Brewer 
16. Buddy Baumann 
17. Jose Castillo 
18. Phil Maton 
19. Jordan Lyles 
20. Javier Guerra 
21. Rocky Gale 
22. Miguel Diaz 
23. Allen Cordoba 

Traded away: Jabari Blash 

 

  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-brad-hand-20171222-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-manuel-margot-20180102-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-austin-hedges-20171226-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-chase-headley-20171225-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-freddy-galvis-20171219-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-dinelson-lamet-20171228-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-carlos-asuaje-20171203-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-franchy-cordero-20171213-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-travis-jankowski-20171227-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-alex-dickerosn-20171215-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-carter-capps-20171208-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-robbie-erlin-20171218-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-kyle-mcgrath-20180104-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-walker-lockett-20171229-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-colten-brewer-20171207-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-buddy-baumann-20171205-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jose-castillo-20171211-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-phil-maton-20180103-story.html#nt=oft03a-2la1
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jordan-lyles-20180101-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-javier-guerra-20171221-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-rocky-gale-20171219-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-miguel-diaz-20171214-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-allen-cordoba-20171211-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-roster-review-jabari-blash-20171206-story.html
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Padres roster review: Phil 
Maton 
Jeff Sanders  

Sizing up the Padres’ 40-man roster, from A to Z, heading into the 2018 season. 

PHIL MATON 

• Position: Right-handed reliever 
• 2018 Opening Day age: 25 
• Bats/throws: R/R 
• Height/weight: 6-foot-3 / 220 pounds 
• Acquired: 20th round in 2015 draft (Louisiana Tech) 
• Contract status: Made his MLB debut in June 2017; will not be arbitration-eligible 

until 2021 at the earliest 
• Key stats: 3-2, 4.19 ERA, 1 save, 46 Ks, 14 BBs, 1.28 WHIP, .248 opponent average, 43 

innings (46 games) 

STAT TO NOTE 

• 2,561 – The average RPM on Maton’s pitches in 2017, according to StatCast, 13thmost in 
the majors among pitches with at least 700 pitches thrown. 

TRENDING 

• Down – Off-the-charts spin rate and downhill extension morphed Maton from a 20th-
round longshot into one of the Padres’ best relief prospects in the minors, where he 
averaged 13.7 strikeouts per nine innings without eye-popping stuff. His fastball averaged 
just under 93.3 mph in the majors in 2017, a pitch he utilized 74.1 percent of the time 
after making his big league debut on June 11. He threw an 81 mph curve 23.3 percent of 
the time and at times showed a change-up (1.8 percent) and a sinker (0.8 percent). The 
repertoire helped him fan 9.6 batters per nine innings, but the opposition also teed off on 
a fastball that overwhelmed minor league hitters. Opponents slugged .531 against 
Maton’s four-seamer as he allowed 10 homers in 43 innings. Before his big league debut, 
Maton had allowed four homers in 109 2/3 innings in the minors (1.89 ERA). Maton’s 
struggles came after striking out 11 in 8 1/3 scoreless innings to start his big league career. 
He posted a 6.00 ERA in 24 innings in July and August before posting a 3.38 ERA the 
final month of the season. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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2018 OUTLOOK 

• After forcing his way to the majors last summer, Maton enters 2018 on the 40-man roster 
for the first time in his career. Padres manager Andy Green talked briefly about using 
Maton in save situations after Brandon Maurer was traded away last July. That job 
ultimately went to Brad Hand, but Maton could again emerge as a factor late in games if 
he manages to keep the ball in the park in 2018. 

PADRES POWER RANKINGS 
(Currently 40 players on 40-man roster) 

1. Brad Hand 
2. Manuel Margot 
3. Austin Hedges 
4. Chase Headley 
5. Freddy Galvis 
6. Dinelson Lamet 
7. Carlos Asuaje 
8. Franchy Cordero 
9. Travis Jankowski 
10. Alex Dickerson 
11. Carter Capps 
12. Robbie Erlin 
13. Walker Lockett 
14. Colten Brewer 
15. Buddy Baumann 
16. Jose Castillo 
17. Phil Maton 
18. Jordan Lyles 
19. Javier Guerra 
20. Rocky Gale 
21. Miguel Diaz 
22. Allen Cordoba 

Traded away: Jabari Blash 
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Padres unveil details for 2018 FanFest 

Admission is complimentary for Jan. 13 event at Petco Park  
 
By Daniel Kramer MLB.com @DKramer_ 
Jan. 4th, 2018 
 
Those hoping to get a glimpse at the promising Padres will get their first chance next Saturday, 
Jan. 13, at the 2018 Padres FanFest presented by T-Mobile, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. PT at Petco 
Park. 

Admission is complimentary, and among the various experiences scheduled include Padres 
photo booths; KidsFest with bounce houses, games and face painting; the Military and First 
Responder Zone; and a look at the newly installed Breitbard Hall of Fame. The visiting 
clubhouse will also feature locker exhibits celebrating the 20th anniversary of the 1998 National 
League champion club, with surprise alumni visits expected. 

Padres players, alumni and broadcasters will be available for autographs the first four hours, 
with some taking part in three Q&A sessions at the Park at the Park stage, beginning at 11 a.m. 

New this year, fans will have on-field access at Petco Park, including Kids Run the Bases and 
the chance to play catch in right field, shag fly balls in center and toss pitches in the bullpen, 
with photo opportunities with the grounds crew in left field. There will also be a Home Run Derby 
virtual reality experience and a Sony Experience gaming area in the club's team store. 

Returning this year will be the Padres Foundation Garage Sale, a fan favorite featuring various 
memorabilia, including game-used jerseys, helmets and other collectibles. The garage sale will 
be held in the Park Blvd. Gate Plaza, and all proceeds will benefit the Padres Foundation's 
charitable efforts. 

Fans are also encouraged to bring old electronics and computers to the Tailgate Lot before 
entering the ballpark, where the Computers 2 San Diego Kids E-Waste Event will be taking 
place until 1 p.m. Those who make donations will receive giveaway items, subject to availability. 

Parking is free in Padres-owned lots. Fans can find further details on the event by logging into 
the MLB.com Ballpark app or by visiting padres.com/fanfest, where complimentary tickets to 
Padres FanFest can be redeemed. 

 

  

https://www.twitter.com/DKramer_
http://mlb.mlb.com/sd/community/foundation_donation.jsp
https://www.mlb.com/padres/fans/fanfest
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Longtime Padres coach Picciolo dies at 64 
By Joe Trezza MLB.com @JoeTrezz 
Jan. 4th, 2018 
 

Rob Picciolo, a former middle infielder and a longtime coach who spent two decades in the 
Padres' system, died on Wednesday. He was 64. 

"The San Diego Padres are deeply saddened by the news of the unexpected passing of Rob 
Picciolo," a statement from the Padres read. "Peach dedicated a decade and a half to our 
organization and was a tremendous asset as a coach, but more significantly, as a person. We 
send our heartfelt sympathy to the entire Picciolo family during this difficult time." 

Picciolo immediately began coaching after a playing career with the A's, Brewers and Angels 
ended in 1985. He continued for 27 years, during which he occupied various positions with the 
Padres at both the Major and Minor league levels. In the big leagues, Picciolo spent time as San 
Diego's first-base coach (1990-92), bench coach (1993-2002), and third-base coach (2003- 05). 

He also spent seven seasons coaching in the Angels' system, mostly notably as Mike Scioscia's 
bench coach from 2010-13. 

A first-round pick by the A's in the secondary phase of the 1975 Draft, Picciolo was a versatile 
infielder. He went on to hit .234/.246/.312 with 17 home runs and 109 RBIs over nine seasons. 
He spent the first five seasons of his career with Oakland before being traded to Milwaukee in 
1982, where he backed up Robin Yount and reached his only World Series. 

Picciolo signed with the Angels in 1984 before ending his playing career back in Oakland the 
following season. 

 

  

https://www.twitter.com/JoeTrezz
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In stockpiling arms, Padres set plan in motion 
San Diego has enough depth to give chances to unproven pitchers 
By AJ Cassavell MLB.com @AJCassavell 
Jan. 3rd, 2018 
 

SAN DIEGO -- Several times this offseason, Padres general manager A.J. Preller has reiterated 
that there's no limit when it comes to the number of starting pitchers he'd like to add. 

As it stands, the Padres have about 10 pitchers who figure to compete for a rotation spot in 
camp. That number reached double figures with recent news that Tyson Ross and Chris 
Young would be returning to the club on Minor League deals. 

That doesn't mean, however, that Preller has been adding for the sake of adding. The price 
wasn't right for a reunion with right-hander Jhoulys Chacin, so Preller passed. The free-agent 
market was thin, so he acquired Bryan Mitchell from the Yankees, taking on Chase Headley's 
contract in the process. 

. 13th, 2017 

"Our focus as a group has still been, where we are as a team, giving opportunities to our own 
guys internally, giving opportunities to [Luis] Perdomo, [Dinelson] Lamet, Bryan Mitchell and 
then challenging our scouts to supplement that with some guys that we feel are undervalued," 
Preller said. "I never want to rule anything out, but I think that's more where our focus is." 

There's another reason behind the Padres' hesitancy to commit big bucks to a starting pitcher 
on a multiyear deal. Their farm system could soon produce Major League level results on the 
mound. 

Four of the club's top prospects as ranked by MLB Pipeline pitched for Double-A San Antonio 
last season -- No. 2 Cal Quantrill, No. 8 Eric Lauer, No. 9 Joey Lucchesi and No. 14 Jacob Nix. 
It's possible all four receive invites to Major League Spring Training (though none are likely to 
make the Opening Day roster). 

It would mark the first chance for those four prospects to showcase their talents against big 
league hitters. Success this spring could precipitate a midseason callup for any of the four. 

And their pending arrival is a big part of the reason the Padres are hesitant to commit beyond 
2018 with this offseason's crop of free-agent starters. Clayton Richard is already under contract 
through 2019. Perdomo, Lamet and Mitchell all have at least four years of team control 
remaining. Colin Rea, Robbie Erlin and Matt Strahm -- all coming back from injury -- are locked 
down as well. 

Sure, many of their starting-pitching options are unproven, but the Padres appear open to giving 
those unproven starters a chance. That could ring especially true this summer when a rotation 
slot becomes available for, say, Quantrill or Lucchesi. 

That possibility has also rekindled talks within the organization about the merits of a six-man 
rotation. For the most part, the Padres have used a six-man schedule at the Minor League 
levels. With a handful of highly touted prospects set to arrive, they might find it prudent to keep 

https://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/padres-adding-pitchers-tyson-ross-chris-young/c-264106746
http://m.mlb.com/player/475115/tyson-ross
http://m.mlb.com/player/432934/chris-young
http://m.mlb.com/player/432934/chris-young
http://m.mlb.com/player/468504/jhoulys-chacin
http://m.mlb.com/player/571951/bryan-mitchell
http://m.mlb.com/player/452104/chase-headley
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2017?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/player/453385/clayton-richard
http://m.mlb.com/player/607067/colin-rea
http://m.mlb.com/player/572362/robbie-erlin
http://m.mlb.com/player/621381/matt-strahm
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those arms well-rested when they arrive in San Diego. There's no reason to believe it's likely in 
2018, but the club is at least discussing the possibility internally. 

"If there's not a disparity between your No. 1 and [No.] 6 at the level there is with most teams, 
there's reason to do it because the rest is probably really good for those guys," said Padres 
manager Andy Green. "... As time unfolds, I think we'll explore that possibility." 

In any case, the Padres learned the hard way about the lack of organizational pitching depth in 
2017. Before the season begins, they're open to adding -- but only if the commitment doesn't 
hinder their plans for the future. 

"From a starting-pitching standpoint, there's probably never enough," Preller said. "... We're 
going to look to add to that, definitely. My guess is we come out with a few more options, 
whether it ends up being 10 legit starting-pitching options, I don't know. But you need a lot going 
into camp." 
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Heavy is the heart with passing of Picciolo 

Padres' longest-tenured coach was a special person  
By Bill Center San Diego Padres 
Jan. 4th, 2018 
 

Rob Picciolo had the perfect nickname.    

"Peach."      

That said it all.      

Picciolo was a special man.      

Honestly, I've never met a better man in or out of baseball. I've met a lot who came close. But 
none better than Peach.     

How can we tell?     

Within hours of the news of Picciolo's untimely death breaking Wednesday night, thousands of 
testimonials about Picciolo -- the player, coach and man -- circulated around social media.     

Picciolo was beloved.     

A sample of the condolences:     

• Former Padres player Phil Nevin: "Rob Picciolo. Not a better man around. I looked up to you in 
every aspect of life. One last handshake my friend. RIP. Thinking of Debbie, Brett and Dusty."     

• Former Padres player Mark Sweeney: "We lost a great Man in Rob Picciolo. He always cared 
about everyone else first. He was a loyal baseball teacher. All my thoughts and prayers go out 
to his family. RIP Peach."     

• Friend and Padres associate Brady Phelps: "My heart is heavy. I can't believe we lost you, 
Peach. I'm crushed. You were an amazing friend who gave so much wisdom and love to my 
family. Heaven is an even brighter place today. All my love to Debbie, Brett and Dusty. I 
remember being so star struck when I first met Rob when I was 19 years old. He was so kind 
and genuine to the core. To give you an idea of the type of man he was, before being rushed to 
the hospital on Monday, Rob had spent Sunday feeding the homeless in downtown San 
Diego."     

• Padres broadcaster Ted Leitner: "So shocked so sad at the passing of longtime Padres coach 
Rob Picciolo. Baseball has never had a nicer man as player or coach. If you get to heaven and 
Rob's not there trust me -- you're NOT in heaven. Rest In peace ol friend."     

• Padres broadcaster and former player Mark Grant: "Hearing the news of the passing of Rob 
Picciolo saddens not only our baseball family, but everyone who met him. One of the most 
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humble and nicest guys you'd ever meet. A prince of a man. Not a bad bone in his body. A 
family man. A man for all people. A great soul. RIP Peach."     

There were countless other remembrances. Some from fans, some from teammates and 
players he coached.     

Picciolo positively touched the lives of everyone he met.     

After a nine-year playing career with the Oakland Athletics, Milwaukee Brewers and California 
Angels, Picciolo joined the Padres as a Minor League manager in 1986 with short-season 
Single-A Spokane of the Northwest League. He then instructed Padres minor league infielders 
from 1988 until July 11, 1990, when he was promoted to being the Padres first base coach.     

Picciolo then began a run of 15 1/2 seasons in uniform as a Padres coach -- the longest run in 
club history.    

Picciolo served three Padres managers -- Greg Riddoch, Jim Riggleman and Bruce Bochy.     

Peach was the Padres' first-base coach from the 1990-92 season. He was the bench coach 
from 1993-2002, then the third-base coach from 2003-05.     

And he was so much more.     

His cubicle in the coaches' locker room at Qualcomm Stadium was the first inside the door. 
Peach greeted all visitors to the room the same way -- with a handshake and a huge smile.     

I remember when that room fell silent in June 2002 when Peach had surgery to repair an 
abdominal aneurysm. That piece of news stunned everyone because no one among the Padres 
trained harder or ate healthier than Picciolo.     

Picciolo soon returned to the Padres -- friendlier than ever.    

"You see how much there is to love around you," Picciolo said during his recovery.     

Picciolo was genuine.     

Of his playing career, he once said: "It gave me a lot of time to observe the game from the 
bench and prepare for Phase Two."     

That would be his career as a coach -- a career that spanned nearly four decades. After leaving 
the Padres, he joined the Angels and was Mike Scioscia's bench coach from 2010-13.     

Picciolo was 64 when he passed earlier this week. Peach was survived by his wife, Debbie, and 
sons Brett, who formerly worked in the Padres' public relations office, and Dusty.     

Peach was a friend, a coach, a counselor and a dedicated family man. He excelled in all those 
roles … and so many more.  
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Capps, Padres reportedly avoid arbitration 
By Joe Trezza MLB.com @JoeTrezz 
Jan. 3rd, 2018 
 

The Padres reportedly avoided arbitration with hard-throwing right-hander Carter Capps on 
Wednesday, agreeing to a one-year deal with the reliever for $1.06 million, according to MLB 
Network insider Jon Heyman. 

The club has not confirmed the report. 

Acquired from the Marlins in 2015, Capps made his highly anticipated debut for the Padres last 
season after Tommy John surgery. Capps, 27, posted a 6.57 ERA in 11 appearances before his 
season ended due to a blood clot that doctors believe was related to thoracic outlet syndrome. 

Capps headed into the offseason expecting to undergo surgery to address the syndrome, which 
compresses nerves and vessels in the upper chest area. The club expects him to return in 2018. 

Capps enjoyed a breakout season for the Marlins in 2015, using his high velocity and unique 
delivery to post a 1.16 ERA over 30 appearances. But injuries have limited him to 11 games in 
two seasons with San Diego. 

  

https://www.twitter.com/JoeTrezz
http://m.mlb.com/player/605169/carter-capps
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Hot stove stock watch for all 30 teams: 
Who has actually done something this 
winter? 
 
Bradford DoolittleESPN Staff Writer 
 

The hot stove appears to be on the fritz this winter, serving up only a few lukewarm morsels to 
whet our withering appetites. At least it gives us plenty of time for concocting lame metaphors. 
The offseason's rumors-to-news ratio has been wildly skewed toward the former. Surely, that 
will change soon, if only because there are dozens of useful veterans still lingering on the open 
market and there are more than a handful of playoff hopefuls with roster holes still to be 
plugged. It has to change soon, right? 

Spring training is only six weeks away -- though, given the frigid temperatures across most of 
the country, it seems like more than that. Still, teams will be mostly finishing off their winter 
work this month, which should make for the rare offseason in which January holds as much 
intrigue as December. This isn't to say that nothing has changed since we established our pre-hot 
stove baselines. It's just that things haven't changed as much as they might have, given a normal 
rate of hot stove activity. 
 
Today's check-in orders the teams by how much their forecast -- based on simulations of the 
upcoming season -- has changed since our last installment, making it a nifty summary of how 
this winter has ever-so-slowly progressed. 

San Diego Padres 
New Year's win projection: 71.6 

Change in win projection from pre-hot stove forecast: 4.8 (Rank: 3) 

Playoff probability: 4 percent | Championship probability: zero percent 

The Padres have been the poor man's Phillies this winter, adding Freddy Galvisand Chase 
Headley to stabilize the infield. At the same time, San Diego can hope to get further 
improvement from the likes of Manuel Margot, Hunter Renfroe, Austin Hedges and even Wil 
Myers. That said, San Diego is nowhere near short-term playoff contention. A successful pursuit 
of Eric Hosmer wouldn't change that outlook by much, as the only thing that might would be an 
early influx of impact talent from the Padres' deep, but raw, minor league system. Not just yet. 
 

  

http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/21506599/hot-stove-stock-watch-which-contenders-buy-which-pretenders-sell
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/21506599/hot-stove-stock-watch-which-contenders-buy-which-pretenders-sell
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29670/freddy-galvis
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28809/chase-headley
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28809/chase-headley
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33599/manuel-margot
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/33205/hunter-renfroe
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32168/austin-hedges
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31265/wil-myers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31265/wil-myers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30993/eric-hosmer
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Predicting where the biggest remaining 
free-agent stars will sign 
David SchoenfieldESPN Senior Writer 

Welcome to the new year! Do you know where your free agents are? Never before have we seen 
so many significant free agents unsigned into January. Heck, spring training is only 40-
something days away. With 11 of Keith Law’s top 15 free agents still out there, let’s take a look at 
where they might land and some of the risks involved with each player. 

Eric Hosmer, 1B (7) 
Best bet: Kansas City Royals 
Don’t be surprised: San Diego Padres 
 
Do you have Eric Hosmer fatigue? I sure do. As has been covered here and elsewhere, there just 
aren’t many great team matches for Hosmer. Barring a complete shocker, such as the Mariners 
or Angels, if he’s going to maximize his money, it probably means returning to Kansas City or 
taking a chance on the Padres, who seem willing to sign Hosmer and move Wil Myers to the 
outfield. 
 
Buyer beware: Hosmer was much better at the plate in 2017, but that was mostly because of 
an improved line-drive rate (22.2 percent in 2017 vs. 16.5 percent in 2016), not because he hit 
more fly balls (his ground ball rate remained high). That might be real improvement, but line-
drive rate fluctuates the most from year to year. 

 

  

http://www.espn.com/blog/keith-law/insider/post?id=7744
http://espn.go.com/mlb/player/_/id/30993/eric-hosmer
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/kc/kansas-city-royals
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/21832143/is-there-anybody-left-sign-eric-hosmer
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31265/wil-myers
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Could 2018 Be Dinelson Lamet’s 

Breakout Year? 

Hard-throwing RHP to build off rookie campaign 

By Justin Lafferty 

Dinelson Lamet made quite a first impression last season. 

Back in May, the rookie right-hander from Santiago, Dominican Republic fanned 8 Mets in his 
Big League Debut. He continued to flash a hard fastball and nasty slider throughout the year, 
showing he has what it takes to contribute to the starting rotation moving forward. Lamet won 7 
games in 2017, averaging 10.94 strikeouts per 9 innings. 

MLB.com analyst Mike Petriello feels that Lamet, now 25, could be poised for a breakout 
season in 2018. 

Petriello noted that Lamet’s average fastball speed in 2017–95.0 mph— ranked 28th among all 
MLB starters. 

That heater, paired with a filthy slider, could make Lamet hard to touch in 2018. 

“Thanks to that fastball and a very good slider, Lamet was something near dominant against 
righty hitters,” Petriello wrote. “There were 235 starters who induced at least 100 swings from 
righties, and Lamet’s 34.8 percent swing-and-miss rate was fifth-best — and this is a list topped 
by (Max) Scherzer and (Corey) Kluber. All told, Lamet’s excellent line of .154/.241/.296 
against righties came out to a .242 wOBA, fourth-best among starters.” 

If Lamet continues to improve his changeup, Petriello wrote that he has a bright future ahead of 
him. 

At the time of his May promotion to San Diego, Lamet was the Padres’ №10 prospect. He was 
signed as an international free agent in June 2014. 
 

  

https://www.mlb.com/news/castillo-chatwood-among-2018-breakout-arms/c-263992676
https://www.mlb.com/news/castillo-chatwood-among-2018-breakout-arms/c-263992676
https://baseballsavant.mlb.com/statcast_search?hfPT=FF|&hfAB=&hfBBT=&hfPR=&hfZ=&stadium=&hfBBL=&hfNewZones=&hfGT=R|&hfC=&hfSea=2017|&hfSit=&player_type=pitcher&hfOuts=&opponent=&pitcher_throws=&batter_stands=&hfSA=&game_date_gt=&game_date_lt=&team=&position=SP&hfRO=&home_road=&hfFlag=&metric_1=&hfInn=&min_pitches=0&min_results=100&group_by=name&sort_col=velocity&player_event_sort=h_launch_speed&sort_order=desc&min_abs=0&chk_bip=on#results
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/dinelson-lamet-brad-hand-have-great-sliders/c-253661620
http://atmlb.com/2BXruiz
http://atmlb.com/2DHb3HC
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Margot, Cordero Teammates in 

Dominican Republic Playoffs 

Pair playing alongside one another with Escogido 

By Bill Center 

In what could be a preview of things to come, 23-year-old Padres outfielders Manuel 
Margot and Franchy Cordero are playing next to each other in the same outfield in the 
Dominican Republic Winter League playoffs. 

Margot joined Escogido for the playoffs and is starting in center for the Leones. Cordero, the 
Most Valuable Player and Rookie of the Year during the regular season of the Dominican 
Republic Winter League, moved to left when Margot came aboard. 

After three games in the playoffs, Margot is 5-for-14 with a double, two RBIs and three runs 
scored. Cordero is 3-for-13 with a double and three RBIs. 

Margot hit .263 with a .313 on-base percentage and 13 homers as a rookie with the Padres in 
2018. Cordero hit .228 in 92 at-bats during a 30-game stint with the Padres last summer, 
spending time in center when Margot was on the disabled list for a month with a right calf strain. 

Margot joined the Toros del Este late in the Dominican Republic’s regular season and hit .467 
(14-for-30) in seven games with a .489 on-base percentage and a .533 slugging percentage for a 
1.002 OPS. He was added to the Escogido roster for the playoffs. 

Cordero finished in the top-four of nine different offensive categories during the Dominican 
Republic’s regular season. 

He was second in slugging percentage (.495) and OPS (.888), third in batting average (.323) and 
fourth in on-base percentage (.393). 

Cordero was also first in runs scored (30), tied for first in triples (5), tied for second in homers 
(5), tied for eighth in doubles (7), tied for third in walks (22), tied for fourth in RBIs (25) and tied 
for eighth in doubles (7). He also had six stolen bases. 
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Cordero had three doubles, three triples, three home runs, nine RBIs and 15 runs scored with 
a .276 on-base percentage for the Padres last summer. He hit .326 with Triple-A El Paso with 21 
doubles, 18 triples, 17 homers and 15 steals in 93 games. 

The regular seasons in the Mexican Pacific League and the Venezuelan Winter League both ended 
Dec. 29. The playoffs in Mexico and Venezuela begin Jan. 5 as does the abbreviated 18-game 
season in the Puerto Rico Winter League. That league’s schedule was wiped out by Hurricane 
Maria. 

Second baseman Fernando Perez, 24, finished the regular season ranked among the leaders in 
many offensive categories in the Mexican Pacific League. 

Perez ranked second in RBIs (46) and tied for second in home runs (11) in 60 games. He finished 
sixth in slugging percentage (.513), eighth in OPS (.866) and 12th in batting average (.297). He 
also finished nine in runs scored (37) and 11th in hits (69). 

Center fielder Buddy Reed (.296) was 6-for-19 with a homer in four games with Canberra in the 
Australian Baseball League last week. Seventeen-year-old shortstop Gabriel Arias (.233) was 4-
for-17 with a home run and two RBIs. 
 

  



  

 31 

Former big leaguer, coach Rob Picciolo 
dies at 64 
APJan 4, 2018 at 4:39p ET 

SAN DIEGO (AP) Rob Picciolo, a former major league infielder who later coached 
with the San Diego Padres and Los Angeles Angels, has died. He was 64. 

He died Monday of a heart attack. 

Picciolo played for the Athletics, Angels and Brewers during a nine-year big league 
career. He spent 20 years in the Padres organization. He was a minor league 
manager and spent nearly 16 seasons on the big league coaching staff under three 
managers. 

The Padres said Picciolo ”dedicated a decade and a half to our organization and was 
a tremendous asset as a coach, but more significantly as a person.” 

He was on the Angels staff from 2010-13. 

 

  

https://www.foxsports.com/writer/ap-feed
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What Is Eric Hosmer Really Worth? 
By JAY JAFFE  

January 04, 2018 

The calendar says 2018, and the MLB offseason is now two months old, but by and large, the 

marquee free agents remain unsigned—17 of the top 20 on The Reiter 50, with Wade Davis (no. 

6), Carlos Santana (no. 9) and Brandon Morrow (no. 18) the exceptions. To date, no free agent, 

inside or outside the top 50, has inked a contract of longer than three years, which isn't to say that 

longer offers haven't been made. Via USA Today's Bob Nightengale, both the Royals and the 

Padres are said to have offered Eric Hosmer seven-year deals, worth $147 million and $140 

million, respectively. 

While far short of the $200 million contract agent Scott Boras reportedly has in mind for his 

client, that's not exactly chump change. According to an October report from the  Kansas City 

Star's Sam Mellinger, Boras, in one of his infamous three-ring binders, even tried to quantify 

Hosmer's intangibles: “Boras breaks it down into categories: clubhouse ef fect, media skills, 

community involvement, performance under psychological pressure, etc., to come up with a, well, 

a tangible measurement of something impossible to measure tangibly.”  

Somebody will need to put a hefty price tag on such intangibles to get Hosmer anywhere close 

$140 million, let alone $200 million, because it's difficult to justify making a nine -figure 

commitment to him based upon performance alone. All of which makes the 28-year-old first 

baseman a player worth putting though my What's He Really Worth system, a model that 

incorporates a player's last three years of performance, a projection of his future value, and 

estimates of the market cost for a win, the rate of inflation and an age-related decline as a means 

of analyzing free agent deals.  

The overall number three pick of the 2008 draft, Hosmer is well -known thanks to his prominent 

role in helping the Royals to the 2014 and '15 World Series, with a victory over the Mets in the 

latter. He hit a sizzling .351/.439/.526 during the team’s improbable 2014 run, and while he 

scuffled the following October, his 14th inning sacrifice fly ended Game 1 of the World Series, he 

drove in the winning run the next night, and scored the tying run in the ninth inning of the 

decisive Game 5 thanks to some daring baserunning. But even with that exposure—which must be 

the “prestige value” that Boras is getting at—he's made just one All-Star team in his seven major 

league seasons, and in fact has been most notable for his inconsistency and his modest power.  

Amid record-setting seasons for home runs around the majors, Hosmer he has bopped 25 

homers in each of the past two seasons while driving in a total of 198 runs, but in general, he has 

lacked the power profile that comes with playing an offense-first position. Prior to 2016, he had 

never hit at least 20 homers, he's still never slugged .500 or better, and his career slugging 

percentage is just .439. While it's true that the Royals' Kauffman Stadium is one of the league's 

most homer-suppressing parks, Hosmer's career splits—.282/.344/.440 with 60 career homers at 

home, .285/.341/.437 with 67 homers on the road—are nearly identical. Thanks to a career 

unintentional walk rate of just 7.4%, his on-base percentages are nothing to write home about 

either; though he set a career high with a .385 mark in 2017, he's only been above .340 two other 

times. 

https://www.si.com/author/jay-jaffe
https://www.si.com/mlb/2017/11/05/mlb-best-free-agents-martinez-darvish-arrieta
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/mlb/2018/01/03/eric-hosmer-offered-seven-year-147-million-deal-return-royals/998796001/
http://www.kansascity.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/sam-mellinger/article178473096.html
https://www.si.com/mlb/2016/01/05/whats-he-really-worth-yoenis-cespedes-free-agency
http://www.kansascity.com/sports/mlb/kansas-city-royals/article189532464.html
https://www.si.com/mlb/2017/09/20/major-league-baseball-single-season-total-home-run-record
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As for that inconsistency, Hosmer has yet to string two good years together. Using park -adjusted 

numbers, in even-numbered years, he’s posted an OPS+ of 102 or lower (81 in 2012, 99 in '14, 

102 in '16), a rate of production that's unacceptable for a full -time first baseman. He's been better 

in odd-numbered years, with marks of 118 in 2011 and '13, 122 in '15, and a career high 132 last 

year, but even that mark was merely tied for ninth among the 23 batting title qualifiers who spent 

at least 50% of their time at first base. The eighth-ranked player by OPS+, Yonder Alonso, signed 

a two-year, $16 million deal with the Indians. 

On the other side of the ball, Hosmer has won four Gold Gloves, but the defensive metrics don't 

support the notion that he's an elite fielder by any stretch. He's 22 runs below average for his 

career according to Defensive Runs Saved, and 29 below average via Ultimate Zone Rating. Most 

of the red ink via both measures is from his first two seasons, but in his award -winning years 

(2013–15 plus '17), he's merely at -1 DRS and +3 UZR. Some, including Boras, Royals 

manager Ned Yost and unnamed talent evaluators, believe that the metrics are inaccurate in his 

case—Boras even called them "a hoax.” Given that the Hosmer-era Royals haven't been 

particularly strong at run prevention save for those two pennant -winning seasons, and that 

their primary defensive strength has been outfielders Alex Gordon, Lorenzo Cain and Jarrod 

Dyson, it's doubtful that Hosmer is being unduly harmed by such measures. 

What's more, there's a limit to the impact a first baseman can have defensively—as opposed to a 

shortstop, for example—in that the best ones are generally around 10 runs above average per year. 

The top DRS for a first baseman from 2015–17 combined belongs to Paul Goldschmidt (+32) 

while the top UZR is from Brandon Belt (+21). For comparison, Andrelton Simons, the majors’ 

top shortstop, is at +75 DRS and +48 UZR in that same span, while the top third basemen are 

Nolan Arenado (+58 DRS) and Adrian Beltre (+32 UZR). 

Between those ups and downs on offense and defense, Hosmer has never been worth more than 

about four wins in a single season. His 2017 season set career highs via both the Baseball -

Reference and FanGraphs versions of WAR (4.0 and 4.1, respectively). His 2014 and '16 seasons 

were worth a combined 7.1 (B-Ref) or 6.6 WAR (FanGraphs). Since I prefer Baseball Reference’s 

formula, and since it holds Hosmer in much higher esteem overall (14.1 career WAR vs. 9.9), I'll 

stick with that measure here. 

To estimate Hosmer's value going forward, the WHRW model uses Tom Tango's Marcel the 
Monkey forecasting system ("the most basic forecasting system you can have, that uses as little 

intelligence as possible") to establish a baseline based upon a 6/3/1 weighting of WAR; that is, 

six times his 2017 WAR plus three times his 2016 WAR plus his 2015 WAR, divided by 10. 

Tango's model also includes regression and an aging curve, specifically, a 20% regression in the 

first year (0.8 times that weighted WAR) and then a baseline loss of 0.4 WAR per year after, with 

both figures adjusted for age, adding (or subtracting) 0.1 WAR for each year under (or over) 30 

years old. 

While I have generally used fairly conservative estimates for dollars per win in the past (most 

recently $6.85 million for 2016), I'll start this exercise with a more aggressive estimate of $9 

million for 2017 based upon Ben Markham 's study of 101 free agent deals from last winter at 

Viva El Birdos; I'm also bearing in mind the steeper $10.5 million for 2017 based up on the work 

of Matt Swartz at FanGraphs, and I'll use the latter's 5.9% estimate for annual inflation instead of 

the 5.4% I had previously been using. Using those parameters, here's a first -stab at a seven-year 

projection for Hosmer (all dollar figures are in millions):  

https://bbref.com/pi/shareit/MvaR2
http://www.kansascity.com/sports/mlb/kansas-city-royals/article189532464.html
https://www.mlb.com/news/metrics-dont-show-eric-hosmers-fine-defense/c-246027506
http://www.fangraphs.com/leaders.aspx?pos=all&stats=fld&lg=all&qual=500&type=1&season=2017&month=0&season1=2013&ind=0&team=7&rost=0&age=0&filter=&players=0&sort=9,d
http://tangotiger.com/index.php/site/comments/war-marcels-warcels
http://tangotiger.com/index.php/site/comments/war-marcels-warcels
https://www.vivaelbirdos.com/2017/2/27/14748912/cardinals-price-of-win-war-dexter-fowler-brett-cecil
https://www.fangraphs.com/blogs/the-recent-history-of-free-agent-pricing/


  

 34 

Forget $200 million, that forecast doesn't even project to be worth $100 million over seven years! 

The estimate jumps to $112.4 using Swartz's $10.5 million per win figure, but even that is still 

$28–35 million shy of the offers Hosmer has reportedly received. That’s a whole lot of prestige 

value... or perhaps pixie dust. 

Back to the defense, let's suppose that the metrics are particularly screwing Hosmer to the tune of 

10 runs per year, and that he’s actually more valuable. I'll add a full 1.0 WAR to each of the 

2015–17 WARs that go into his 2018 projection—a huge and incredibly generous assumption for 

any player, particularly one whose -12 DRS from 2015–17 actually ranks 26th out of 29 first 

basemen with at least 1,500 innings in that span; instead, I'm effectively assuming he's the majors' 

fifth-best at the position (+18 DRS). 

What do you know? That figure is much more in the ballpark of the reported offers; the estimate 

jumps to $162 million using Swartz's $10.5 million per win. Working backwards, to get him into 

the $200 million range via the latter estimate—keeping the aging curve and other parameters in 

place, and ending up with a total of 18.3 WAR over the seven years—would require an 

assumption that he's been worth another seven runs per year beyond my generous 10-run bonus. 

Either that or MLB is about to experience enormous rates of inflation that throw the game’s entire 

financial structure out of whack. Color me skeptical.  

Boras, whose job it is to get his client the best deal possible, has  cited Hosmer's intangibles as 

major assets. But while he may be a great clubhouse guy who has experience in playing for a 

championship team, it's difficult to believe that any player can add that much in value beyond his 

actual production at the plate, on the bases and in the field. As it is, even if he winds up signing 

with the Royals, Padres or a suitor to be named later at a price in line with what's been reported, 

his chances of living up to such a contract appear slim.  

 

http://www.kansascity.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/judging-the-royals/article180554256.html

