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Black may hit Blackmon 3rd in Cactus games 
Tapia, Desmond, Dahl among Rockies' potential leadoff hitters 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Feb. 14th, 2018 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- Rockies manager Bud Black will experiment with dropping standout leadoff man Charlie 

Blackmon in the order, most likely to third, during Cactus League games. 

Wednesday was the first official workout for pitchers and catchers, but the big news was that Black is entertaining moving 

Blackmon -- who led the National League with a .331 average, set a record with 103 (of his 104) RBIs from the leadoff 

position, led the league in triples with 14, had 35 doubles and hit 37 home runs in 2017. Blackmon said three weeks ago 

he is open to the move if it helped make the lineup more effective. Black said the move is a possibility. 

"I'm going to go a little deeper than contemplated; we've talked about it a lot, in earnest," Black said. "I've spoken to 

Charlie about it, as well. And it might make sense, based on who makes our team and how guys are playing at the end of 

spring and what our roster looks like. It might very well make sense for our lineup." 

Blackmon, in camp well ahead of official workouts for position players, said, "I trust Buddy to put the best lineup on the 

field, and I told him I was receptive to moving around if he thinks that gives us the best chance to win. 

"If you look around the league, most of the guys that hit really well are trying to hit with runners on base, so most of those 

guys hit somewhere in the middle of the order. That's traditionally how lineups are structured. I'm sure there was a reason 

behind that." 

There are alternative leadoff options. Black acknowledged that left-handed-hitting Raimel Tapia and right-handed-

hitting Ian Desmond have leadoff tools because they run well. 
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Tapia was called up from Triple-A Albuquerque six times last season. After his 2-for-18 start through 11 games, Tapia 

batted .310 and had a .347 on-base percentage in 151 plate appearances in his final 59 regular-season games (28 

starts). According to Statcast™, Tapia tied for seventh fastest in the Majors and tops on the Rockies in terms of Sprint 

Speed at 29.5 feet per second. 

Desmond's .317 career on-base percentage is not ideal, but he has been as high as .335 as recently as 2016, and he 

logged a .326 OBP in an injury-filled '17. Additionally, Desmond has succeeded in more than 77 percent of his career 

stolen-base attempts (158 of 205). Black went into last season hoping Blackmon could revisit the stolen base as part of 

his game, but Blackmon made up for that with power.. 8th, 2017 

Black also acknowledged that left-handed-hitting David Dahl -- who didn't play in the Majors last season because of a rib 

injury but hit .315 with seven home runs, 12 doubles and four triples in 63 games in 2016 -- could be a Blackmon-like 

option. 

The key, however, is Blackmon's flexible attitude. 

"The beautiful part about this is Charlie's open, because he's an extremely team-first guy," Black said. "He'll do whatever 

is best for the team and not have any mental hangups with this. You run into some players where you do something out of 

the norm, and they freak out. He's not one of those guys. He's so mentally stable that he can handle that." 

If Blackmon ends up hitting third, he'll be between 2016 NL batting champ DJ LeMahieuand star third baseman Nolan 

Arenado, which for him, would not be a bad trade-off for giving up the top of the order.. 14th, 2018 

"That makes sense -- that gives us a right-left-right situation," the left-handed-hitting Blackmon said. "Nolan's such a good 

hitter. You don't want to walk either of us two guys in front of Nolan. DJ hits for such a high average that you assume he's 

going to be on base a lot. That's something we should try out, at least in Spring Training." 

Dropping Blackmon is, of course, dependent on roster makeup, especially if Tapia and Dahl make the team. A move 

involving Blackmon was difficult last year because of the presence of Carlos Gonzalez in the No. 3 slot. The Rockies, by 

the way, are considering re-signing either Gonzalez or first baseman Mark Reynolds, both of whom became free agents 

at the end of last season. 
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Bettis finds purpose in first camp after cancer 
By Thomas Harding MLB.com @harding_at_mlb 
Feb. 14th, 2018 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. -- Chad Bettis' black hair stands high, his shoulders and torso are trim, and any sign of the battle 

with testicular cancer that affected him last season is gone. But Bettis, a right-handed pitcher determined to get back to 

leading the Rockies' rotation, does carry one aspect of his battle: the desire to help. 

At any point when not working, Bettis will take time to text a cancer patient in Denver, or worldwide. Wednesday was 

Valentine's Day, and also the first workout day for pitchers and catchers, and he didn't mind sharing the love. 

"Now it's just kind of what I'd do," Bettis said. "I never thought that I'd be connected to some of the people that I'm 

connected with in ways that I am. Just to be there, listen to them, talk to them, give them some support; that's what I'm 

here for." 

Not only is Bettis renewed, but in many ways he is new. He is a bit more trim than last year, when he had to battle to keep 

up his strength -- he managed to return in August and go 2-4 with a 5.05 ERA in nine understandably up-and-down starts. 

He actually revisited an old workout for overall fitness -- swimming. 

"Moving out here, we didn't really have a pool, and I wasn't going to stay here [at the Rockies' Salt River Fields at Talking 

Stick training center] an extra 30 minutes and swim in our underwater treadmill," said Bettis, who might have started in the 

postseason had the Rockies not suffered an 11-8 loss to the D-backs in the National League Wild Card Game. "So we 

ended up getting a pool at our house. It's just something that is relaxing, but also it's a good workout, and it kind of resets 

you." 

In or out of the water, Bettis seeks strength and flexibility -- traits he will need earlier this year than in springs of the past. 

Before last year, Bettis stayed out of games until the middle or latter part of Spring Training to work on mechanics. The 

plan worked in 2015 and '16 (22-14, 4.57 ERA in 52 starts), but he's ready to jump into games from the beginning this 

year. Manager Bud Black, pitching coach Steve Foster and bullpen coach Darren Holmes (who has helped with Bettis' 

mechanics) felt he was ready for the change.15th, 2017 

"The things I had worked on in past years have been huge -- they helped me a lot," Bettis said. "They actually approached 

me about getting into competition earlier. We'll see how it goes, but I'm ready." 
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Dahl watch: Left-handed-hitting outfielder David Dahl, who didn't appear in the Majors last season because of a rib injury 

but posted an .859 OPS with seven homers in 63 games in 2016, has been taking full batting practice for two weeks. He 

was shut down last August and wasn't cleared to swing a bat until early January, but all is going well. 

"I've felt good, pain-free, and I'm not worried about anything anymore, and just letting it go," Dahl said. 

Dahl is in competition with Raimel Tapia and Mike Tauchman for a roster spot, along with playing time. 

Espy working his way back: Rockies hitting coach Duane Espy reported to camp on crutches. Recently, he suffered a 

fall in his garage and tore both quadriceps tendons. However, he is gaining flexibility and says he will soon be without the 

crutches and working toward full health. 

Gray, down and away: Right-hander Jon Gray, last year's No. 1 starter, said in his less than full-bore sessions before 

camp, he was hitting glove-side and arm-side targets with his fastball. From his days at the University of Oklahoma, Gray 

has enjoyed working inside against both right- and left-handed hitters. But he realizes he needs more. 

"I want to be able to throw it down and away and get ground balls," Gray said. "I worked on it last year with throwing down 

and away to lefties, and that got a lot better. I can't always be inside. I want to work my fastball command away. 

"All my bullpens so far, we have those little strings [framing the strike zone] out there and I want to hit the bottom one. I 

know if I get my fastball commanded, both sides of the plate down at the strings, everything else is going to be great, too." 
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2018 Rockies eager to prove preseason naysayers wrong 
D-backs following Colorado lead by installing humidor at Chase Field 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
February 14, 2018 at 5:06 pm 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — The Rockies officially opened camp Wednesday with a spring in their step and confident they’ll be 

true contenders. 

Not everyone, however, is quite so bullish on the Rockies. 

Baseball Prospectus and Fangraphs, two respected baseball web sites that lean heavily on analytics, peg the Rockies as 

a so-so team. Baseball Prospectus, using its PECOTA projections system, predicts that Colorado will finish 78-84 and 

fourth in the National League West. Fangraphs has the Rockies going 80-82. 

So what do the Rockies say? After all, they finished 87-75 last season and qualified for the postseason for the first time in 

eight years. 

“We know we are in a very good spot, and we knew we were last year, too,” said right-hander Jon Gray, the likely No. 1 

starter. “But this year is a little different. We know what to do, we know what to expect from ourselves. 

“Last year was pretty successful, but there were a lot of bumps in the road. So I think there is nowhere to go but up.  If 

everybody plays their role, there is nowhere to go but up.” 

Catcher Tony Wolters dismissed the mid-February predictions. 

“I honestly haven’t thought about how many games we can win, I just think about us getting back to the playoffs,” Wolter 

said. “I just know that I want to dye my hair purple in the playoffs along with (Gerardo) Parra.” 

Manager Bud Black said his club will keep its predictions “in house,” but added, “You will see some prognosticators that 

don’t think we are a contending team, but I think you will also find those people that think we are. But ultimately it doesn’t 

matter. What matters is what we do on the field come the first day of the season. Which is how it should be.” 

Arizona humidor. The Diamondbacks are set to unveil a humidor at Chase Field this season, general manager Mike 

Hazen announced this week. The D-backs will become the second team to install a humidor, following the Rockies, who 

had one installed at Coors Field in 2002. 
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According to Park Factor date from ESPN.com, Chase Field had the third-best run-scoring environment in the majors last 

season, behind Coors Field and Globe Life Park in Arlington, Texas, home of the Rangers. 

At 1,059 feet above sea level, and with the hot, dry desert air, Chase is a very offense-friendly ballpark. But Rockies 

catcher Chris Iannetta, who played for the D-backs last season, isn’t sure a humidor is needed in Arizona. 

“I guess it depends on what you want,” he said. “We pitched really well there last year, and we hit well, too. It is a great 

place to hit, with the big gaps in the outfield, like Coors. But I don’t know if it’s needed.” 
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Rockies seriously considering moving Charlie Blackmon from leadoff to heart of the order? 
Manage Bud Black says Blackmon will hit third or fourth in some Cactus League games 
By PATRICK SAUNDERS | psaunders@denverpost.com | The Denver Post 
PUBLISHED: February 14, 2018 at 11:14 am | UPDATED: February 14, 2018 at 2:43 pm 
 
SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — All-star center fielder Charlie Blackmon put up historic numbers hitting from the leadoff spot in 

2017, but the Rockies are contemplating moving him down in the order to take advantage of his power. 

“We have talked about it, we have contemplated it,” manager Bud Black said Wednesday as the Rockies officially opened 

spring training. “We have talked about it a lot, in earnest. And I’ve spoken to Charlie about it, as well.” 

Blackmon will embrace the change, if that’s what the Rockies want. 

“I trust Buddy to put the best lineup on the field and I told him I was receptive to moving around if he thinks that gives us 

the best chance to win,” Black said. 

Hitting almost exclusively from the leadoff spot last season, Blackmon won the National League batting title with a .331 

average, hit 37 home runs and set a major-league record with 102 RBIs from the top of the order. His 383 total bases 

were the most all-time by a leadoff hitter. 

But in an effort to add more pop to the middle of their lineup, the Rockies will experiment by moving Blackmon to third or 

fourth in the order during Cactus League games this spring. 

If it all works out, Blackmon could be batting from the heart of the order come opening day. 

“It might make sense, based on who makes our team and how guys are playing at the end of spring, and what our roster 

looks like,” Black said. 

Added Blackmon: “It’s hard to say that the grass is always greener in trying something else, and we have been pretty 

successful with me hitting from the leadoff spot. But I do think (the change) possibly could produce more runs.” 

Blackmon acknowledged that pitchers would approach him differently if he were batting more often with runners in scoring 

position, but Black believes the center fielder could handle the challenge. 

“I think Charlie is the type of player that can hit a lot of different places in the lineup,” Black said. “He’s proven that he can 

be a great leadoff hitter. But he can hit first, second, third fourth or fifth, based on our personnel. 
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“The beautiful part about this is that Charlie is open to it, because he’s an extremely team-first guy, and he’s open to doing 

what’s best for the team, and not have any mental hangups with this.” 

Black mentioned speedy outfielder Raimel Tapia, outfielder/first baseman Ian Desmond and outfielder David Dahl as 

possible leadoff men. 

 

Tapia certainly has the speed to project as a top-of-the-order hitter, but he’s still raw. In 70 games, over six different stints 

with the big-league club last season, Tapia batted .288 with a .329 on-base percentage and five stolen bases. After a 2-

for-18 start through 11 games, Tapia batted .310 and had a .347 on-base percentage in 151 plate appearance in his final 

59 regular-season games (28 starts). 

Blackmon, by contrast, posted a .399 on-base percentage. 

Dahl missed all of last season at the big-league level because of a chronic rib injury, but he’s now healthy. He made his 

big-league debut in 2016, hitting .315 in 63 games, mashing seven homers, driving in 24 runs and posting a .359 OBP. 

Last season, Desmond, in his injury-filled first season with Colorado, batted .274 with seven homers and 40 RBIs in 339 

at-bats over 95 games. His on-base percentage, however, was a low .326. Desmond was slotted up and down the order, 

but mostly hit fifth, sixth or seventh. Desmond, however, does possess speed, stealing a team-high 15 bases while getting 

thrown out only four times. 

“Tapia, potentially, could be there, but he’s a young player,” Black said. “Ian Desmond could do that, potentially. He has a 

.315 to .320 career on-base percentage. And Ian adds a couple of different elements that are enticing for a leadoff hitter. 

He’s got some speed and he’s got some power. But Ian can hit anywhere in the lineup. So those two guys come to mind.” 
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Blackmon: First to Third, No Problem 
TRACY RINGOLSBY | FEBRUARY 15, 2018 | InsideTheSeams 
 
The answer to the question of whether Charlie Blackmon will move from the leadoff spot in the Rockies lineup to hitting 

third won’t be answered by Blackmon. 

There is no doubt that Blackmon can handle either role. 

The determination rests on the likes of a Raimel Tapia, Ian Desmond or David Dahl showing that can provide the needed 

skills at the top of the lineup to allow manager Bud Black to drop Blackmon into a 3-4 combo with Nolan Arenado. 

Rockies pitchers and catchers held their first official workout of the spring on Wednesday, but manager Bud Black took 

time to admit he will experiment with dropping Blackmon down in the lineup during Cactus League games. The idea 

wasn’t given serious consideration in the past because of the presence of Carlos Gonzalez. 

Gonzalez, currently a free agent, could still re-sign with the Rockies. He has indicated he would welcome a chance to 

return, but he has been held up in an off-season free agent market that has been held up by Scott Boras’ reluctance to 

sign any of his 15 clients, which includes Gonzalez. 

“We’ve talked about it a lot, in earnest," Black said. "I've spoken to Charlie about it, as well. And it might make sense, 

based on who makes our team and how guys are playing at the end of spring and what our roster looks like. It might very 

well make sense for our lineup." 

Blackmon certainly has proven he can hit lead off. He led the NL with a .331 average last year, and 103 of his 104 RBI 

came out of the leadoff spot, a major-league record. He also led the NL with 14 triples, and had 35 doubles and 37 home 

runs. 

Blackmon is flexible. 

“I trust Buddy to put the best lineup on the field, and I told him I was receptive to moving around if he thinks that gives us 

the best chance to win,” Blackmon told MLB.com writer Thomas Harding. "If you look around the league, most of the guys 

that hit really well are trying to hit with runners on base, so most of those guys hit somewhere in the middle of the order. 

That's traditionally how lineups are structured. I'm sure there was a reason behind that." 
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Desmond, signed as a free agent a year ago because of his versatility, was on the disabled list three times in his Rockies 

debut last season – the first three times in his career – but still had a .326 on-base percentage. He also has been 

successful on 77 percent of his career stolen base attempts. 

Desmond's .317 career on-base percentage is not ideal, but he has been as high as .335 as recently as 2016, and he 

logged a .326 OBP in an injury-filled '17. Additionally, Desmond has succeeded in more than 77 percent of his career 

stolen-base attempts 158 of 205). 7 

Tapia and Dahl are the prime candidates for the left field job. 

Tapia bounced between Triple-A Albuquerque and the Rockies last season. He had only two hits in his first 18 at-bats, but 

in his final 151 plate appearances with the Rockies he hit .310 with a .347 on-base percentage. 

Dahl was sidelined with a rib injury last spring and never appeared in the big leagues last season, but in 63 games with 

the Rockies in 2016 the former first-round draft choice hit .315 with seven home runs, 12 doubles and four triples in 63 

games. 

Hitting third between DJ LeMahieu and Nolan Arenado could be a bonus for Blackmon. 

"Nolan's such a good hitter,” said Blackmon. “You don't want to walk either of us two guys in front of Nolan. DJ hits for 

such a high average that you assume he's going to be on base a lot. That's something we should try out, at least in Spring 

Training." 
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2018 Rockies Preview: Colorado’s success hinges on the starting rotation 
By Aniello Piro - February 14, 2018 | Mile High Sports 
 
The Colorado Rockies turned heads last season with their impressive 87-75 record, returning to the postseason for the 

first time in eight years while establishing themselves as a perennial playoff threat for the foreseeable future. 

After years filled with shortcomings and underachievement, general manager Jeff Bridich figured out a way to tap into the 

minds and wallets of the Monfort family, the Rockies ownership group, which until recently have often been branded as 

cheap and disinterested in winning. The Rockies currently claim the 14th-highest payroll with $123.64 million dedicated to 

the 25-man roster, which is a significant increase from 2017 ($105.03 million) and 2016 ($88,354,041). 

If the Rockies want to build on their impressive 2017 season, the starting pitching will need to hold strong 

The Rockies’ main point of emphasis this offseason was the bullpen. Colorado has more than $100 million invested in its 

bullpen, which is the most expensive in baseball history. While the bullpen is undoubtedly one of Colorado’s greatest 

strengths entering the year, it won’t be useful if the Rockies are down and out in ballgames in the middle innings. 

If the Rockies want to succeed in 2018, their starting pitching will need to evolve from young and inexperienced to young 

and dangerous. They certainly have the potential to do so. 

The Rockies have seven options to fill out their five-man rotation for the coming season: Jon Gray, German 

Marquez, Chad Bettis, Kyle Freeland, Jeff Hoffman, Antonio Senzatela, and Tyler Anderson. 

The Rockies hold a stockpile of talent at starting pitchers, with seven legitimate starters competing for five spots, but what 

the team lacks is a true “ace.” Each starter is good, but not one is great — yet. Gray is the closest arm Colorado has to 

becoming that guy and taking this next step will be the focus for Gray in 2018. 

Gray, the anchor of the Rockies’ starting rotation, will look to build on and learn from his 2017 season. After finishing the 

year 10-4 in 20 starts, Gray got his first taste of the postseason. The right-hander when he was chased by Arizona in the 

Rockies Wild Card game after only 1.1 innings, souring an otherwise solid year once he returned from injury. 

Mixing pitches and winning battles in his second and third time through the order will be key. Gray held a 2.44 ERA in 

innings one through three in 2017, however that number ballooned to 5.48 for innings four through six. Building chemistry 

https://milehighsports.com/author/apiro/
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with his new catcher Chris Iannetta will also be key. Gray posted a 2.69 ERA with Jonathan Lucroy catching him in 2017. 

Lucroy, however, became a free-agent at the end of the year and was not re-signed by Colorado. 

Marquez also has the potential to develop into the ace of Colorado’s staff in 2018. Marquez had a dazzling 2017 season 

in which he led the club in strikeouts (147), innings pitched (162), starts (29), ERA (4.39), and was tied for the most wins 

(11). 

At 22 years old Marquez, like the rest of Colorado’s starters, still has plenty of room to grow. Last season he proved to be 

a reliable arm for the Rockies and was the most consistent starting pitcher throughout the entirety of the season. Although 

he tends to fly under the radar, Marquez has the potential to blossom into a legitimate No. 1 starter. With a sharp fastball 

and wicked curveball, Marquez has two pitches that are his bread and butter, but he is working on adding a changeup and 

slider to his repertoire, according to The Denver Post, which if successful, could solidify him as the ace for the Rockies 

moving forward. 

Kyle Freeland dazzled at times in 2017, pitching the longest Rockies no-hit bid Coors Field has ever seen in his final start 

before the All-Star break, but the local Thomas Jefferson High School product also showed his age and inexperience in 

2017. Freeland’s numbers took a sharp dive towards the end of the season. The Rockies recognized the workload 

wearing on Freeland and began to utilize Freeland more as a reliever instead of burning out the young arm. 

Another year of experience and conditioning will do Freeland good. The 6-foot-3, 170-pound left-hander has loads of 

potential but simply needs more experience. Freeland’s 3.3 WAR was the best on the team for pitchers in 2017, but walks 

were a minor problem and certainly will be something to watch in 2017. 

Bettis beat cancer, returned to the field and threw seven shut-out innings at Coors Field, exiting to a standing ovation and 

capturing the story of the year on Aug. 14. 2017 was about conquering a tougher opponent than baseball; 2018 will be 

about building upon that experience. 

Bettis went at least 5.0 innings in seven of his nine starts, but the Rockies were just 4-5 in games he started last year. 

After leading the team in wins and innings pitched in 2016, Bettis has plenty to offer. Turning the page on off-field battles 

and focusing on on-field battles this year certainly will clear the head for Bettis, who is expected to be in the top half of the 

rotation for Colorado in 2018. 
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Jeff Hoffman, much like teammate Kyle Freeland, came on very strong to start 2017. Hoffman started 4-0, powering the 

Rockies into mid-July before beginning the hit the young pitcher wall. Hoffman was eventually assigned to a reliever’s role 

with the return of Bettis. Hoffman threw nine innings as a reliever in his up and down 2017. He will certainly factor into the 

rotation at some point in 2018, but earning a spot among the starting five right out of the gate will depend on how well he 

performs in Spring Training. 

Senzatela might be the most interesting pitcher of the bunch. He made the team out of Spring Training last season and 

burst onto the baseball scene with his incredible start. Senzatela posted a record of 4-1 with an ERA of 2.81 in the month 

of April, which led to his earning National League Rookie of the Month honors. But as the season progressed, Senzatela’s 

youth showed as his ERA increased to 4.11 in May and 8.10 in June. From there the Rockies opted to move him to the 

bullpen, where he was serviceable. Overall, Senzatala managed to win 10 games in 2017, but nine of those came by 

June 19. He brings value to the club both as a starter and relief pitcher. What he really needs to develop is stamina. 

Injuries shortened his 2016 in Double-A, and his “rookie wall” became very evident by midseason. It’s unknown how the 

Rockies intend to utilize him in the coming season, but based on his 2017 tour he should have a spot with the club in 

some capacity. 

Anderson is the biggest wild card of the bunch. At 28 years old, his journey to the big leagues has been anything but 

smooth. After getting called up during the 2016 season, Anderson was penciled in as a starter for the Rockies in 2017; 

however, he had a horrendous April in which he posted a record of 1-3 with an ERA of 7.71 and eventually would undergo 

arthroscopic knee surgery which sidelined him for a large portion of the season. Anderson did make a strong return for the 

Rockies in the thick of their postseason hunt. In September, he posted a record of 3-1 to pair with an impressive ERA of 

1.19. Consistency in health and performance have been the most significant barriers that have prevented Anderson from 

hitting his full stride. 

Anderson could be utilized as both a starter or relief pitcher, but with all the youth the Rockies have in their rotation (five of 

the seven players listed in this article are under the age of 27), adding an older arm to the mix might not be a bad idea 

despite the fact that he’s yet to pitch a full season in the big leagues. 

Expectations are sky high for the Rockies this season. The club bolstered the bullpen and the offense is expected to be as 

good as ever. The Rockies are putting huge faith in their young staff to rise to the occasion and help push them back to 

the postseason. 


	Black may hit Blackmon 3rd in Cactus games
	Bettis finds purpose in first camp after cancer
	2018 Rockies eager to prove preseason naysayers wrong
	D-backs following Colorado lead by installing humidor at Chase Field

	Rockies seriously considering moving Charlie Blackmon from leadoff to heart of the order?
	Manage Bud Black says Blackmon will hit third or fourth in some Cactus League games

	2018 Rockies Preview: Colorado’s success hinges on the starting rotation
	If the Rockies want to build on their impressive 2017 season, the starting pitching will need to hold strong


