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Rockies' No. 2 prospect Welker takes big step 
Third baseman, just turned 21, led California League in batting average 

 
By Thomas Harding | MLB.com | Oct. 16, 2018 

 

DENVER -- Third-base prospect Colton Welker was happy to establish himself in 2018 as an important part of the 

Rockies' next wave of infielders. 

Welker, a fourth-round Draft pick in 2016, led the Class A Advanced California League in batting at .333 and rose to 

become Colorado's No. 2 prospect according to MLB Pipeline. Counting No. 1 prospect Brendan Rodgers, seven of the 

team's top 13 prospects are infielders. Welker and infielder Garrett Hampson (No. 4), who debuted in the Majors this 

season, were both taken in the 2016 Draft. 

"You got guys like Hampson, who was at my level last year and just debuted this year who is just an all-around amazing 

player, a utility player who can play any infield position to a high level," said Welker, who turned 21 on Oct. 9. "You've got 

Brendan Rodgers, who's a phenom and is going to be a great player. We've got corner guys at every level. The future 

looks great in Colorado in my eyes." 

Welker put himself squarely among the Rockies' top prospects with a solid season for Class A Advanced Lancaster that 

also included 45 extra-base hits (13 homers, 32 doubles) and 82 RBIs (good for fourth in the California League) while 

posting a .383 on-base percentage and .489 slugging percentage. 

After being limited to 67 games at Class A Asheville in 2017, his first full pro season, by a lower abdominal injury, Welker 

appeared 114 times in '18. More games meant a greater opportunity to learn. 

MEDIA CLIPS – Oct. 17, 2018 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018/#list=col
http://m.mlb.com/player/641658/garrett-hampson
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"I definitely had some goals this season that I accomplished -- to hit over .300," Welker said. "I think I'm a big-time 

average hitter, and the power will come as I get older. Just stick with my approach: balls in the gaps. 

"I was born to hit for average, because of how my swing plays and how long my barrel stays in the zone. Eventually, it will 

lead to power as well. But as of right now, it will play at any level for the average." 

Senior player development director Zach Wilson liked Welker's endurance. 

"What he did at that level was quite remarkable for a 20-year-old kid," Wilson said. "He has an advanced approach to 

hitting, a mature approach to defense and really stayed within himself throughout the entire season and playoffs." 

Welker also demonstrated an ability to move his feet and a strong arm that suggest he can stay at third base as he 

advances. 

"I'm really happy with how I played third base this year, because that was a big question mark coming into the year. 'Can 

he stick at third base?'" Welker said. "A lot of guys outgrow it or lose their feel a little bit. I don't want to be that guy." 

Welker freely notes that he is a draftee out of high school while the Rockies have Nolan Arenado, an established star, at 

third base. Welker is more interested in following Arenado's example than one day vying for his job. For now, he is 

representing said high school -- Marjory Stoneman Douglas in Parkland, Fla., which was affected by a shooting tragedy 

on Feb. 14. 

"The baseball team and the coaches, we talk frequently, and they're doing well over there, kind of turning the page," 

Welker said. "On my end, it's nice to perform and give people piece of mind to say, 'He went to our high school.' 

"It's something good to talk about other than the mass shooting. I use that platform to broadcast the school in a good way, 

like Anthony Rizzo and other people like that." 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/571448/nolan-arenado
http://m.mlb.com/player/519203/anthony-rizzo
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This reliever will be in high demand this offseason 
Data shows that Ottavino is among best in game out of bullpen 

 
By Mike Petriello | MLB.com | Oct. 17, 2018 
 

The most interesting reliever available in this offseason free-agent market has relatively uninspiring career stats, at least 

in a traditional sense. He's never had more than seven saves in a season. His career record is 17-20; his ERA is 3.68. 

He's never made an All-Star team, and he won't generate the same headlines as more celebrated arms like Andrew 

Miller and Zach Britton might. 

Absolutely none of that matters, of course. In a market full of far bigger names and much flashier stats, the reliever who is 

going to get the contract that shocks you is going to be Adam Ottavino, for the past seven seasons a member of the 

Colorado Rockies. It's not entirely about what he's done; it's about what teams think he might be able to do. That is, no 

team cares about Ottavino's 4.56 ERA in 2012 at this point. What can he offer in '19, '20 and '21? 

We'll get there. But let's start by pointing out just how strong Ottavino was this past season, when he very legitimately was 

one of the best relievers in the game. 

In 2018, there were 91 relievers who faced 250 batters, or about three per team. We can attempt to look at their 

performance independent of defense or ballpark -- important, considering where Ottavino called home -- by looking at 

a Statcast™ quality-of-contact metric that accounts for strikeouts, walks and the exit velocity and launch angle allowed 

at the point of contact. It's called "Expected wOBA," and the Major League average for relievers is .304. 

By that measure, the best relievers this year were: 

.211 -- Edwin Diaz, Mariners 

.227 -- Blake Treinen, A's 

.229 -- Adam Ottavino, Rockies 

.230 -- Josh Hader, Brewers 

.236 -- Dellin Betances, Yankees 

.241 -- Ryan Pressly, Twins/Astros 

.244 -- Taylor Rogers, Twins 

.247 -- Wade Davis, Rockies  

http://m.mlb.com/player/453192/andrew-miller
http://m.mlb.com/player/453192/andrew-miller
http://m.mlb.com/player/502154/zach-britton
http://m.mlb.com/player/493603/adam-ottavino
http://m.mlb.com/video/topic/73955164
https://atmlb.com/2ChwlNH
http://m.mlb.com/player/621242/edwin-diaz
http://m.mlb.com/player/595014/blake-treinen
http://m.mlb.com/player/623352/josh-hader
http://m.mlb.com/player/476454/dellin-betances
http://m.mlb.com/player/519151/ryan-pressly
http://m.mlb.com/player/573124/taylor-rogers
http://m.mlb.com/player/451584/wade-davis
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... and whether or not you're familiar with that particular metric, the names make sense. Diaz, Treinen and Hader just had 

three historically strong seasons by just about any measure. Betances bounced back from an up-and-down 2017 to strike 

out 115 in 66 2/3 innings for the Yankees, and we've been talking up Pressly as a breakout star for months. (What of the 

relatively unknown Rogers, you say? Perhaps we should be talking about him; he struck out 75 in 68 1/3 innings and 

allowed just three home runs.) 

The point is that it's a list you want to be near the top of, and it might be about now that you're noticing that we're saying 

that Ottavino was essentially as good as Hader, so let's talk about that. 

Hader struck out more batters (46.7 percent) than Ottavino did (36.3 percent). He also walked fewer (9.8 percent) than 

Ottavino did (11.7 percent). Advantage: Hader. 

But when contact was made, Ottavino was harder to square up. His 29.9 percent hard-hit rate was better than Hader's 

31.8 percent; his 43 percent ground-ball rate was much higher than Hader's 28.9 percent. 

Ottavino isn't as dominating as Hader, not in a pure strikeout sense. But there's value in preventing damage on batted 

balls, too, and thanks to inducing softer contact and keeping the ball on the ground more, Ottavino closed the gap. Hader 

may have been the National League's standout reliever in 2018; Ottavino wasn't far behind.  

Those numbers are not park-adjusted, remember, which means that so far, Ottavino hasn't been given any credit for the 

difficulties of his home park. (Not that he had many; he was actually much better at home this year, .124/.223/.195, than 

he was on the road, .184/.305/.272.) 

If we go ahead and do that with a park-adjusted stat like OPS+, where 100 is "league average," we'll get some very 

similar names. Among all relievers who threw 50 innings this year: 

14 OPS+ -- Jose Leclerc, Rangers 

17 OPS+ -- Blake Treinen, A's 

33 OPS+ -- Josh Hader, Brewers 

33 OPS+ -- Edwin Diaz, Mariners 

34 OPS+ -- Adam Ottavino, Rockies 

https://atmlb.com/2ChwlNH
https://www.mlb.com/astros/news/high-spin-ryan-pressly-dominant-for-astros/c-293621204
http://m.mlb.com/player/600917/jose-leclerc
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37 OPS+ -- Aroldis Chapman, Yankees 

40 OPS+ -- Seranthony Dominguez, Phillies 

Ottavino is again in the top five, right by Treinen, Hader and Diaz. (LeClerc may be the best reliever you don't know, 

as he put up a 1.56 ERA and struck out 85 in 57 2/3 innings for Texas.) 

So it's not at all hard to make the case that Ottavino was one of the five best regular relievers in the game in 2018, and 

therefore it's not that hard to look at the list of available free-agent relievers and show that he's going to be one of the 

most sought-after arms there. Let's take a somewhat-arbitrary list of the 10 biggest names who should be available this 

offseason, and compare Ottavino with each of them based on their 2018 stats. He fares very well. 

 

Ottavino rates very well among other 2018-19 free agent relievers. 

Ottavino doesn't have the name value of many of those other guys, obviously, in part because he's never been a regular 

closer. Then again, name value isn't what sells in the market, either, especially when you realize that some of these 

pitchers are coming off extremely difficult seasons. 

Greg Holland, for example, is best known as a Kansas City postseason hero. But he missed all of 2016 due to injury, had 

a great first half of '17 as Ottavino's teammate with Colorado, then struggled down the stretch, had a 7.92 ERA with St. 

Louis last season and was designated for assignment in July. (He surfaced with Washington and was somewhat 

better.) Holland's former teammate on those clubs, Kelvin Herrera, saw his strikeout rate drop from 30.4 percent in '16 to 

20.8 percent this year, thanks in part to a right shoulder problem, even before season-ending foot surgery. 

Miller missed time this year with injuries to his left hamstring, right knee and throwing shoulder, while posting his lowest 

strikeout rate since becoming a reliever in 2012. His running mate in Cleveland, Cody Allen, just put up a 4.70 ERA 

amidst a big home run problem.  

Britton missed much of 2017 with a forearm strain, then didn't start his '18 until June after an offseason Achilles tear. 

While he was his usual groundballing self with the Yankees, he also struck out only 19.8 percent of hitters, a far cry from 

his elite 31.2 percent mark in '15. Jeurys Familia, meanwhile, has missed time with arm injuries in each of the past 

two years, though his performance for the Mets and A's was still solid. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/547973/aroldis-chapman
http://m.mlb.com/player/622554/seranthony-dominguez
https://www.baseball-reference.com/tiny/i91dF
https://www.fangraphs.com/blogs/the-best-reliever-season-you-havent-heard-about/
https://www.mlb.com/news/2019-mlb-free-agents/c-293292274
http://m.mlb.com/player/518813/greg-holland
https://www.mlb.com/cardinals/news/cardinals-dfa-greg-holland-among-roster-moves/c-287616404
http://m.mlb.com/player/516969/kelvin-herrera
http://m.mlb.com/player/592102/cody-allen
http://m.mlb.com/player/544727/jeurys-familia
https://www.mlb.com/news/mets-lose-jeurys-familia-to-dl/c-280363064
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That's not to say that none of these guys had good years -- Justin Wilson and David Robertson each did -- or that 

Ottavino is immune from health issues himself. (He had Tommy John surgery in 2015 and missed a few weeks with an 

oblique strain suffered in May.)  

It's not that Ottavino was always this good, either, which is why his career stats don't mean all that much. Last offseason, 

he famously set up shop in a vacant storefront in Manhattan and set to work with high-tech cameras in an attempt to 

improve his pitches. 

"Sometimes what your brain is telling you is happening is not really happening," Ottavino told FanGraphs earlier this 

year. "[The high-speed] cameras cut the timeline down immensely. [Without the cameras,] it's trial and error that could 

have taken years. But with the cameras, it was like four days and I was on the right track." 

In 2016, Ottavino threw first-pitch strikes just 47 percent of the time; in '18, that number increased to 60 percent. When he 

threw pitches in the zone, his contact rate dropped from 88 percent to 80 percent, but at the same time, he got hitters to 

chase at more pitches outside the zone, increasing from 22 percent to 26 percent. 

It was the better control, combined with the video game-like movement on Ottavino's slider, that made him such a 

different pitcher in 2018. He might not have the name value of Miller, Britton or Holland, or the save totals of Familia or 

Allen. He's not Craig Kimbrel, because few relievers ever have been. But most of that doesn't matter, not really. Ottavino 

is going to be a very in-demand reliever this offseason. When he gets a larger contract than longtime stars like Adam 

Jones or Andrew McCutchen, don't be surprised. Be impressed. 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/458677/justin-wilson
http://m.mlb.com/player/502085/david-robertson
https://www.mlb.com/news/adam-ottavino-carlos-gonzalez-injury-updates/c-280553770
https://www.mlb.com/news/adam-ottavino-carlos-gonzalez-injury-updates/c-280553770
https://www.fangraphs.com/blogs/adam-ottavino-rebuilt-himself-in-a-vacant-manhattan-storefront/
https://www.fangraphs.com/blogs/adam-ottavino-rebuilt-himself-in-a-vacant-manhattan-storefront/
https://www.mlb.com/cut4/adam-ottavinos-video-game-pitches/c-272515232
http://m.mlb.com/player/518886/craig-kimbrel
http://m.mlb.com/player/430945/adam-jones
http://m.mlb.com/player/430945/adam-jones
http://m.mlb.com/player/457705/andrew-mccutchen
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Rockies’ end-of-season outfield analysis: Likely 2019 starters, veterans facing questions and the unestablished 
players 
Pencil in Charlie Blackmon in left field and David Dahl in center field. Beyond that, plenty of intrigue abounds for the third 
spot 

 
By Kyle Newman | Denver Post | Oct. 17, 2018 
 

The Rockies’ corner outfield spots surrounding center fielder Charlie Blackmon saw an array of different faces throughout 

the season. And while the starters in the outfield underwent shuffling throughout the season, the unit also features an 

array of question marks heading into next season besides the return of Blackmon, who signed a six-year, $108 million 

contract with Colorado in April. 

Here’s the breakdown and grades for the performance of each of the Rockies’ outfielders, with a forecast into their 

foreseeable role in 2019. 

Likely starters for 2019 

Charlie Blackmon (LF) 

Blackmon didn’t come close to matching his historic offensive production from 2017, but he did earn another all-star nod 

while hitting .291 with 29 home runs and 70 RBIs. And while Chuck Nazty’s defense noticeably diminished — his -0.9 outs 

above average ranked him fourth-worst among all outfielders in the National League — he still brings a much-needed 

presence at the top of the Rockies’ order. 

Grade: B 

David Dahl (CF) 

After a torrid September during which Dahl hit six home runs in seven games, the 24-year-old figures to be a lock for a 

starting spot in 2019 despite not recording a hit in 11 postseason at-bats. The left-handed hitter hit .273 with 16 home 

runs and 48 RBIs during the regular season. His speed is a plus and his defensive aptitude is still adjusting to the learning 

curve that the ocean of the Coors Field outfield presents. If he stays healthy — he missed the entire 2017 big-league 

season with a rib injury and over two months with a foot fracture this year — he could break out in a big way. 

Grade: B- 
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Veterans facing questions 

Gerardo Parra 

After hitting .284 with six homers and 53 RBIs in a reserve, platoon-type role, Parra was one of the bigger positive 

surprises for a struggling Rockies’ offense. The free agent has a $12 million club option for 2019, but with all the young 

and inexpensive depth behind him, it’s more likely the Rockies simply pay him a $1.5 million buyout and move on. He 

doesn’t provide much power but grinds out at-bats and hit a team-leading .393 (11-for-28) with seven RBIs as a pinch 

hitter. 

Grade: B 

Carlos Gonzalez 

After signing a one-year, $5 million deal to return to Colorado this past offseason, the Rockies face another difficult 

decision regarding the franchise main-stay. CarGo, who sputtered at times but also flashed moments of vintage offensive 

brilliance, hit .276 with 16 home runs and 64 RBIs. With so much young talent coming up behind him, his decade-long run 

in LoDo is likely over. 

Grade: B- 

Matt Holliday 

One of the primary catalysts to the club’s first and only NL pennant in 2007, Holliday sprinkled a bit of Rocktober magic 

into this season’s team after signing a minor-league deal on July 29. By August 23, after grooving his swing with rookie-

ball Grand Junction and Triple-A Albuquerque, Holliday was called up and hit .283 in 25 games with two home runs.  And, 

despite a few defensive blunders in left, Holliday showed he could still field the position. It’s doubtful he’ll be asked back. 

Grade: B- 

The unestablished players 

Noel Cuevas 

Cuevas made his major league debut on April 22 against the Cubs, and hit .233 in 75 games (34 starts) while mostly 

platooning in right or left field or coming off the bench as a pinch-hitter. He had moderate success in that latter role, hitting 

.285 (8-for-28) with three RBIs. After being sent back down to Triple-A in late July, he was among the club’s September 
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call-ups and went 1-for-10 off the bench during that final month before being left off the postseason rosters. He’ll be in 

contention for a roster spot in spring training. 

Grade: C+ 

Raimel Tapia 

Long a fan favorite for his speed, his bat and his “con mucho swagger” demeanor, Tapia will also challenge for the likely 

third open starting outfield spot in 2019. The 24-year-old had 25 big-league at-bats this season after getting 171 in 2017, 

and he hit .200 with one long ball and six RBIs. Entering his fourth big-league season, the Rockies are out of minor league 

options on the flashy outfielder, and if they don’t put him on the 25-man roster out of spring training, Colorado will have 

to designate him for assignment. It’s make-or-break time for Tap. 

Grade: C 

Mike Tauchman 

The 27-year-old appeared primed to bust out after a terrific spring training, when he hit .333 with three doubles and four 

triples in 60 at-bats to earn a spot on the Opening Day roster. But Tauchman hit .043 (1-for-23) in 15 games before being 

demoted back to Triple-A Albuquerque on April 22. He made one more appearance on the roster for a week in early June, 

garnering two hits in nine at-bats, before again re-joining the Isotopes, with whom he finished with a .323 average, 20 

home runs and 81 RBIs. 

Grade: D 
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Rockies’ end-of-season rotation analysis: Kyle Freeland, German Marquez shined; Jon Gray fizzled 
Colorado’s rotation posted a 4.17 ERA, the second-lowest in franchise history 

 
By Patrick Saunders | Denver Post | Oct. 15, 2018 
 

The secret to the Rockies’ success in 2018 was no secret at all. 

“I think it’s pretty easy. I think it’s the starting pitching honestly, giving us a chance to win every game, game in and game 

out,”  all-star third baseman Nolan Arenado said. 

Numbers illustrate Arenado’s words. Colorado’s rotation: 

• Posted a 4.17 ERA, the second-lowest in franchise history (2009 playoff had a 4.10 ERA); 

• Had 84 quality starts, the third-most in franchise history 

• Struck out 883, sixth in the National League and by far the most in franchise history. (2010 team had 779). 

The foundation for Colorado’s future success rests with its young starting pitchers, if they can stay healthy. The average 

age of the starters in 2018 was just 25 ½. 

The following is a breakdown of the Rockies’ starters and their outlook for 2019. 

STAR POWER 

LHP Kyle Freeland: Don’t be surprised if the Denver native finishes fourth in the National League Cy Young Award 

voting. Freeland was so good that manager Bud Black, not a man prone to hyperbole when it comes to pitchers, 

described Freeland’s season as “phenomenal.” 

Freeland, 25, made 33 starts, going 17-7 and posting a 2.85 ERA, the lowest mark in franchise history for a full season 

and the fourth-lowest ERA in the National League. His 24 quality starts tied for third-most in the NL and tied for second-

most in franchise history (Ubaldo Jimenez in 2009). 

Freeland fanned 173 batters, but it was his ability to get weak contact and escape trouble that made him Colorado’s best 

pitcher. With his fierce focus, intense competitive spirit and fearless attitude at Coors Field (10-2, 2.40 ERA), he has a 

chance to become the best pitcher in club history. Grade: A. 

http://www.denverpost.com/tag/nolan-arenado/
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/116575
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/coors-field/
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RHP German Marquez: Ask any of his teammates, or any of his opponents, and they will tell you that Marquez has the 

best pure stuff of any Rockies starter. His lethal combination of a 96 mph fastball, curveball, much-improved slider and the 

occasional changeup produced 230 strikeouts, surpassing Jimenez (214 in 2010) for the most in franchise history. 

Marquez, 23, was excellent on the road, where he posted a 2.95 ERA and limited batters to a .203 average. He got better 

at Coors Field as the season went along, capping it off with seven scoreless innings in a must-win game against 

Philadelphia on Sept. 25. His 1.204 WHIP was the best on the staff. 

Marquez’s future is bright but he needs to cut down on home runs allowed. He served up 24 long balls, including two in 

Game 163 against the Dodgers. Grade: A-minus. 

 

PROMISE, BUT PROBLEMS 

RHP Antonio Senzatela: He started in the bullpen before being optioned to Triple-A on May 2. He returned to make 13 

starts, finishing 4-5 with a 4.08 ERA. 

Senzatela, 23, is still building his repertoire. He needs to either dramatically improve his fastball-slider combination or 

become more versatile. He did move toward throwing more off-speed pitches in 2018. According to Fangraphs, he threw 

his curveball 9.2 percent of the time, up from 3.3 percent in 2017; and he threw a changeup 8.7 percent of the time, up 

from 3.6 percent. 

His best start of the season was also his most important. On Sept. 22, he went into Chase Field and limited the 

Diamondbacks to one run on three hits over seven innings. The next step for Senzatela is cutting down on traffic. His 

1.373 WHIP is too high, especially for a pitcher at Coors Field. Grade: B-minus. 

 

LHP Tyler Anderson: Credit Anderson, 28, with one of the best quotes of the season. After getting blasted by the 

Cardinals on Aug. 26, Anderson said: “Winston Churchill said it. ‘If you are going through hell, keep going.’ ” 

To Anderson’s credit, he did keep going and it paid off. After a disastrous six weeks in August and early September when 

he went 0-5 with a 10.13 ERA over seven starts, he bounced back from a sore shoulder, fixed his mechanics and pitched 

well down the stretch. 

Anderson made a career-high 32 starts, finishing 7-9 with a 4.55 ERA and 164 strikeouts. The left-hander is a flyball 

pitcher and that got him into trouble, as he served up 30 home runs, tied for the most in the NL. He’s not a power pitcher, 

https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/113792
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/118211
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but his fastball-changeup combination is effective when his mechanics are right. Moving forward, Anderson has to be 

more consistent. Grade: C. 

 

IN LIMBO 

RHP Chad Bettis:  At age 29, Bettis is the oldest of Colorado’s starters. And make no mistake about it, he wants to 

remain a starter, even though he finished the season as a seldom-used reliever. A nasty blister on his right middle finger 

put him on the disabled list July 3 and he didn’t return until Aug. 7. 

Bettis, more than any other Colorado starter, relies on pitch location and smarts. He was at his best in April when he went 

3-1 with a 2.43 ERA with a .202 batting average against over six starts. June, however, was a disaster: 8.54 ERA and a 

.311 average against. Bettis’ 3.5 walks per nine innings were the most in rotation, as was his 1.396 WHIP. Grade: C-

minus. 

 

THE ENIGMA 

RHP Jon Gray: Colorado’s opening-day starter was sent down for a Triple-A tuneup in late June and did not make the 

postseason roster. That tells you a lot about Gray’s lost season. 

There were moments of brilliance, such as a stretch from July 14-Aug. 5 when he pitched seven or more innings and 

allowed two or fewer earned runs over four consecutive starts. But that was overshadowed by his performance against 

Washington on the final Saturday of the season. A victory might have given the Rockies their first National League West 

title, but Gray melted down, pitching only two innings, allowing five runs on seven hits in a 12-2 loss. 

The 6-foot-5 Gray — who finished with a 5.12 ERA (up drastically from a 3.67 ERA in 2017) and served up a career-high 

27 home runs — said at the end of the season that he “wasn’t healthy,” and vowed to get stronger after his weight 

dropped from 230 pounds to 210. 

The Rockies received inquires about Gray at the trade deadline in late July but didn’t make move. Would they be open to 

listening to deal this winter? Stay tuned. Grade: D. 

  

https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/107054
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/jon-gray/
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Analysis: After finishing 2017 on nearly equal footing, offseason moves sent Rockies and Brewers on differing 
paths 
Milwaukee owner Mark Attanasio: “To get Lorenzo Cain and (Yelich) on the same day, $150 million of commitments, that 
was bold.” 

 
By Kyle Newman | Denver Post | Oct. 15, 2018 
 

Following a promising 2017, the Rockies and Brewers believed they were on the cusp of breakout campaigns. Colorado 

had returned to the playoffs for the first time in eight years, and Milwaukee fared better than expected by falling a game 

short of a postseason berth. 

This past winter, each front office doubled down on their belief in 2018. But even with similar mindsets and footing 

entering this season, the playoffs highlighted the differing effectiveness of the offseason moves made by each big-league 

underdog, small-market Milwaukee and mid-market (but geographically isolated) Colorado. 

Simply stated, the Brewers are battling the Dodgers in the National League Championship Series because of those winter 

deals. The Rockies, swept by Milwaukee in the NL division series, earned the second wild-card spot again partly in spite 

of them. 

The Rockies locked up reigning National League batting champion Charlie Blackmon long-term and poured $106 million 

into the bullpen by bringing in Wade Davis and Bryan Shaw, in addition to re-signing Jake McGee. Meanwhile, the 

Brewers made big splashes of their own, increasing their payroll about 50 percent from the prior year with the notable 

acquisitions of Christian Yelich, Lorenzo Cain and Jhoulys Chacín. 

 

The likely-MVP Yelich won the NL batting title, Cain was among the league’s top hitters at .308 and the veteran Chacín 

underwent a revival season with 15 wins and a 3.50 ERA. Plus, the additions of starter Wade Miley (minor league 

contract), reliever Joakim Soria (deadline trade) and second baseman Jonathan Schoop (deadline trade) also spurred the 

Brewers. 

Milwaukee owner Mark Attanasio credited the tactical aggressiveness of third-year general manger David Stearns for the 

turnaround of a franchise that went from 61 wins in 2015 to 96 victories and an NL Central title this season. Outfielder 

Ryan Braun is the only player who was on Milwaukee’s Opening Day roster in 2015 as Stearns’ rebuild culminated with 

the signings of Cain and Yelich. 

https://www.denverpost.com/2018/10/13/dodgers-beat-brewers-nlcs-game-2/
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/charlie-blackmon/
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/43748
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/105969
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/43654
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/10/04/rockies-nlds-brewers-christian-yelich/
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“To get Lorenzo Cain and (Yelich) on the same day, $150 million of commitments, that was bold, especially when 

everyone thought we should be adding a starting pitcher or two or three,” Attanasio said ahead of the NLDS. “He’s got a 

very high batting average on the moves he makes. … We added, what, six players in July and August? I think all of them 

have helped us win games.” 

Meanwhile, two of the three huge relieving contracts Rockies general manager Jeff Bridich handed out in the offseason 

were nothing short of a disaster. Southpaws Shaw (5.93 ERA, -1.1 WAR) and McGee (6.49, -0.8) inked three-year, $27 

million deals only to not even be put on the postseason rosters. 

Those particular shortcomings — not to mention the five-year, $70 million contact doled out to Ian Desmond prior to the 

2017 season, a deal which has not come close to matching fiscal value with his statistical output — resulted in the 

Rockies falling behind the pace of the Brewers this October and into next season. 

According to Spotrac, the Rockies’ 2018 payroll is approximately $144 million (13th in the majors, above the league 

average of $139 million). The Brewers’ 2018 payroll is about $109 million, 22nd in baseball and by far the lowest of the 

four remaining teams in the league championship series. 

But spend a couple minutes in their home clubhouse, take in the raucous energy of the crowd at Miller Park, or listen to 

fourth-year manager Craig Counsell talk about designating “initial out-getters” as Milwaukee flips the traditional pitching 

script on its head in pursuit of its first NL pennant — and it becomes clear the Brewers aren’t losing sleep over the depth 

bought by the Dodgers’ $200 million payroll. 

Milwaukee, from a stacked lineup to a high-powered bullpen defined by southpaw strikeout artist Josh Hader, knows its 

pieces are perfectly in place. 

“It gives us immense satisfaction to be one of the four finalists,” Attanasio told the Journal-Sentinel last week. “But we 

have not said to ourselves, ‘Hey, we did it with less money.’ Our job is to do it; our job is to get here.” 

  

http://www.denverpost.com/tag/jeff-bridich/
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/10/04/rockies-25-man-nlds-roster/
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/43756
https://www.spotrac.com/mlb/payroll/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/sports/mlb/brewers/2018/10/11/teams-still-playing-october-brewers-easily-have-lowest-payroll/1597381002/
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Rockies Mailbag: Nolan Arenado update, hot stove questions, talking bullpen and more 

 
By Patrick Saunders | Denver Post | Oct. 16, 2018 
 

Denver Post sports writer Patrick Saunders posts his Rockies Mailbag every other week on Tuesdays during the season 

and once per month during the offseason. 

Pose a Rockies — or MLB — related question for the Rockies Mailbag. 

Hi Patrick, first thank you for the great coverage of my favorite baseball team. Two questions: Can we trade 

both Jake McGee & Bryan Shaw? Will the Rockies sign or trade for a front-line starting pitcher? Thank you, Dan 

the greatest Alaskan Rockies fan. 

— Daniel, Juneau, Alaska 

Daniel, thanks so much for reading my stuff. A journey to Alaska is on my bucket list. I had hoped to go in 2019, but I just 

looked at my checking account and it looks as if that trip will have to wait. Bummer. 

I don’t see the Rockies trading either McGee (6.49 ERA, .285 average against) or Shaw (5.93 ERA, .313 average 

against.) Both will be in the second year of their three-year, $27 million deals. Those salaries will likely preclude a trade, 

unless it’s part of a package deal that involves multiple players (or the Rockies agree to eat some of the salary). 

At this point, the Rockies have to hope both relievers bounce back, because they invested a lot and got nothing in return. 

It’s certainly possible that Shaw and McGee can rebound, because relievers tend to be fickle from year to year. Two 

things, however, concern me. 

First, McGee’s average fastball velocity was down to 94.3 mph this season, down from 95.3 last season and 97.5 in 2014 

when he was pitching for the Rays. He lives and dies by his fastball. 

Second, Shaw’s bread-and-butter cut fastball, was all over the place in 2018. Was it the mile-high altitude? The product of 

a heavy workload all those years in Cleveland? It’s tough to say, but this is fact: Shaw had a 3.13 ERA over his first seven 

seasons and a 5.93 ERA in 2018. 

For the record, I must admit I was on board with the Rockies’ idea of bolstering the bullpen by signing Shaw. 

As for the Rockies trading for a big-time starter, I wouldn’t count on it. General manager Jeff Bridich and Co. prefer a 

https://www.denverpost.com/rockies-mailbag-form/
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/43654
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/105969
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/jeff-bridich/


    

16 

 

homegrown approach. That said, the Rockies’ window to win remains wide open and they do need another big-time arm 

to go with Kyle Freeland and German Marquez. I don’t see such a bold move, but you never know. 

Hey Patrick, wanted your thoughts on Rockies fans booing during the National League division series home 

game vs. the Brewers. Was it fans that don’t come to many games or is it something else that I am missing? I just 

found it to be low class. 

— Joey, Strasburg 

Joey, it’s impossible for me to say. I suspect it was a mixture of hard-core fans who attend a lot of game and bandwagon 

jumpers. I don’t mind booing, especially when a team is performing poorly, a pitcher is walking batters or a player doesn’t 

hustle. 

But considering the season the Rockies had, I was surprised and a little ticked off that so many fans booed the home 

team. 

Patrick, I have this fear the Rockies are going to miss on trading Nolan Arenado and get nothing for him. I love 

him in purple pinstripes but everyone knows he wants to play for a winner and likes California. Do you think the 

Rockies should move him this offseason if they can’t reach a long-term deal? Might be better if he turns down 

150-200 million. At least then the Monfort’s can say they tried. What do you think? 

— Kevin, Aurora 

Kevin, I’m going to save myself some typing and copy-and-paste my thoughts from a recent debate I had with Denver 

Post columnist Mark Kiszla: 

I think the Rockies need to do everything they can — within reason — to sign Arenado to a long-term deal. He’s a once-

in-a-generation player and the Rockies need his platinum glove and his power. This team is already losing a lot of its core, 

most notably second baseman DJ LeMahieu, so I don’t think it can afford to lose Arenado, too. If the future is bright, 

Arenado needs to be a part of it. Don’t trade him. … 

In my mind, trading Arenado would have to include a front-of-the-rotation starting pitcher, as well as a good bat and some 

hot prospects. I don’t think that’s very likely to happen. … 

The Rockies’ window to win is still very much open, and Arenado needs to be a part of it. However, if the team is clearly 

out the race by mid-summer and Arenado has not been re-signed, than you have to trade him. Here is my proposal: make 

Arenado a good-faith offer on a five-year deal worth about $150 million. No 10-year deals, but perhaps include an “opt-

out” clause of some sort. If Arenado truly wants to stay in Colorado, he’s going to take a hard look at the offer. If he balks, 

https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/116575
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/113792
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/nolan-arenado/
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/10/09/nolan-arenado-should-rockies-trade/
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/10/09/nolan-arenado-should-rockies-trade/
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/106108
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I think that would be an indication that he wants to play somewhere else. But at least the Rockies would have tried to hold 

onto a player who’s on track for the Hall of Fame. 

Patrick, what are your plans for this offseason? Any vacations or Bruce Springsteen concerts planned? 

— JB, Berthoud 

JB, I saw “Springsteen on Broadway” in May along with my wife, Nancy, so I don’t think I’ll see him again for a while. 

Second greatest show I’ve ever been to, behind only seeing Bruce at Red Rocks in August 1981. 

Anyway, aside from monitoring the Rockies’ offseason, I plan to ski a lot at Winter Park (I got a season pass), lose the 20 

pounds I’ve packed on from press box dining over the last three seasons, and sleep. Lots and lots of sleep. 

No question, I just wanted to thank you & Mark Kizla for comments on DJ LeMahieu. He truly has been a class act 

representing not only our Rockies but baseball as a whole. Heck of a player. I loved the statement “Pride of the 

Rockies” and will miss him should he move on as it seems. Our loss will be some other team’s treasure. 

— Pete Gonzalez, Durango 

Pete (from God’s Country), I’m with you. I’ll be surprised if LeMahieu returns. One of the favorite athletes I’ve ever 

covered. He has a wry sense of humor and a fire to win that’s tough for fans to see. Plus, I just love how he plays second 

base with such grace and easy flair. “Pride of the Rockies” indeed. 

Which impending free agents are realistic financially and would make sense for the Rockies going into the 2019 

season? 

— Brad, Denver 

Brad, I’m not dodging your question, but I honestly don’t know at this point. 

Here’s good list for you from MLB Trade Rumors. 

Here is my early wish list, but it’s nothing more than that: 

• Catcher Wilson Ramos 

• First baseman Matt Adams (with some reservations) 

• Outfielder A.J. Pollock (he rakes at Coors Field) 

• Left-hander starter Patrick Corbin (probably cost prohibitive) 

• A left-handed, late-game reliever, but they are tough to find. 

https://www.mlbtraderumors.com/2016/12/2018-19-mlb-free-agents.html
http://www.denverpost.com/tag/coors-field/


    

18 

 

I was watching the wild-card game and one of the ESPN commentators noted that Matt Holliday’s mysterious 

illness last year wasn’t the virus it was eventually attributed to in the press, but was in fact due to mercury 

poisoning. This was something of a startling revelation – are there any other pertinent details? Is Matt OK? 

Scary-sounding stuff! 

— Max, Denver 

Max, I talked with Holliday about this a little bit and asked him if he would talk about it publicly. He declined, saying he 

wasn’t ready to discuss it. In July 2017 when he was playing for the Yankees, he told the New York Post that he tested 

positive for Epstein-Barr virus, most commonly associated with mononucleosis. 

He later found out that it there were problems with his blood that accounted for him fatigue and muscle weakness. It’s a 

big reason why he was unsigned heading into the regular season. He told me he’s fine and healthy now. 

Hi Patrick. Do you think the Rockies could get the White Sox to bite at a John Gray for Jose Abreu trade? Or the 

Marlins to go for a Gray for JT Realmuto trade? Do you think trading Gray for an offensive (and defensive) 

upgrade makes sense? Thank you, and go Rockies! 

— Josh Weiss, Denver 

 

Josh, I love both of those trades, but it’s never going to happen. I think a change of scenery might be good for Gray, but I 

still think he’s got a huge upside. Don’t give up on him yet. Now, if the Rockies were to package Gray with a top prospect 

(say infielder Brendan Rodgers), then a trade for a top-tier player just might fly. We’ll see over the coming months. 

The most glaring failure of Colorado’s season, other than the inexplicable, prolonged, hitting slumps, was the 

$100M bullpen. What would it cost for Bridich to pick up and move on from Shaw and McGee? Is there a future 

for Mike Dunn? And what would it cost to keep Ottavino in purple? 

— Dan O’Reilly, Colorado Springs 

Dan, I already answered a question regarding Shaw and McGee. In regard to Dunn, the lefty had shoulder surgery on 

Sept. 19 and his future is in limbo. 

Ottavino told me he wants to come back to Colorado, but I’m sure he’s going to explore the market. This is his chance for 

a big payday. Despite some struggles in final third of the season, Ottavino is surely one of the most-coveted free-agent 

relievers, and after Colorado spent $106 million last offseason on closer Wade Davis, Shaw and McGee, it might not want 

to pay big money for the bullpen again. Also, the emergence of Scott Oberg would make losing Ottavino less painful. 

https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/43625
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/43748
https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/114705
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No question this time Patrick. Just wanted to say thanks for a great season, you guys at the paper did a nice job 

covering this team all summer. 

— Daniel, Westminster 

Wow, thanks Daniel! Please tell my editor, Scott Monserud: smonserud@denverpost.com. 

Check’s in the mail! 

Patrick, in a season filled with highs and lows I wanted your thoughts on your favorite moments of 2018. 

— Willy, Littleton 

My favorite moment(s) was the National League wild-card game at Wrigley Field. Freeland was remarkable and 

when Tony Wolters hit that game-winning single in the 13th inning, the Cubs fans went stone silent. 

The other one has to be Trevor “True” Story’s three home run game on Sept. 5 at Coors Field against the Giants. His 505-

foot blast was the longest in Coors Field history (although there is some debate about that). Story’s three home runs 

traveled an estimated 1,380 feet. What a night. 

  

https://stats.denverpost.com/baseball/mlb/player/107065
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Chris Iannetta’s value in 2018 was not found on the stat sheet 
The veteran catcher helped to guide one of the best pitching staffs in Rockies history. 

 
By Jordan Freemyer | Purple Row | Oct. 16, 2018 
 

You’re reading the 2018 edition of Ranking the Rockies, where we take a look back at the season had by every player to 

play for the Rockies in 2018. The purpose of this list is to provide a snapshot of the player in context. The “Ranking” is an 

organizing principle that’s drawn from Baseball Reference’s WAR (rWAR). It’s not something the staff debated. We’ll 

begin with the player with the least amount of rWAR and end up with the player with the most. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 32, Chris Iannetta (-0.4 rWAR) 

After using five different catchers in 2017, none of whom started more than 66 games, the Rockies brought back Chris 

Iannetta, who was with the club from 2006-2011, on a two-year, $8.5 million deal over the offseason. 

Iannetta, at age 35, brought a measure of stability behind the plate for the Rockies, starting 83 games in 2018. 

Spending just over $4 million per year on a 35-year-old catcher means you likely are not expecting said catcher to light 

the world on fire offensively, and Iannetta didn’t. He hit .224/.345/.385 in 360 plate appearances with 11 home runs. One 

positive for Iannetta at the plate was retaining his high walk rate, taking a free pass at a rate of 13.9 percent in 2018. 

Given his body of work, rWAR viewed Iannetta’s contribution to the Rockies as a net negative in 2018, with fWAR rating it 

as a slight positive (Iannetta had 0.4 fWAR this season). However, neither r- nor fWAR account for catcher defense, so 

neither are really equipped to measure the real value Iannetta had to the Rockies this season. 

Perhaps the biggest contribution Iannetta made to the Rockies in 2018 was the partnership he formed with Kyle 

Freeland, who set a franchise record for single-season ERA. Iannetta caught 32 of Freeland’s 33 starts this season, and 

the southpaw posted a 2.86 ERA with Iannetta behind the plate. 

Iannetta has one more year left on his contract, so you can count on him being back with the Rockies in 2019, but his role 

may be more limited if the Rockies choose to bring in another backstop that can provide some more pop at the plate. 

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/colorado-rockies
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/541/chris-iannetta
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/258586/chris-iannetta
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/258586/chris-iannetta
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/302000/chris-iannetta
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/303186/chris-iannetta
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/285612/kyle-freeland
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/285612/kyle-freeland
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/301994/kyle-freeland
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Mike Dunn had a brief, terrible 2018 season 
A season marred by injuries made it one to forget 

 
By Adam Peterson | Purple Row | Oct. 16, 2018 
 

You’re reading the 2018 edition of Ranking the Rockies, where we take a look back at the season had by every player to 

play for the Rockies in 2018. The purpose of this list is to provide a snapshot of the player in context. The “Ranking” is an 

organizing principle that’s drawn from Baseball Reference’s WAR (rWAR). It’s not something the staff debated. We’ll 

begin with the player with the least amount of rWAR and end up with the player with the most. 

★ ★ ★ 

No. 33, Mike Dunn (-0.5 rWAR) 

On December 15, 2016 the Rockies announced the signing of left-handed reliever Mike Dunn. On this year’s July 31 

trade deadline, the Rockies did not acquire a left-handed reliever for the bullpen corps. 

One might think these two facts were related, but Mike Dunn threw his last pitch of the 2018 season on July 3 against 

the Giants. In that game he came on in relief for Antonio Senzatela to start the 8th inning. He got a groundout, allowed a 

walk, and two straight singles to make it 8-1. He was removed for Jake McGee, and his season was over. He finished 

with a 9.00 ERA and a 2.64 WHIP in 17 innings pitched over 25 appearances. 

If your visceral reaction to those numbers similar to that of seeing roadkill, nobody would blame you. Mike Dunn was 

signed to a three-year contract for the purpose of being a strong lefty in the back of the bullpen. After a roller-coaster 

year in 2017, the hope was he would bounce back into the reliever they had in the second half (3.27 ERA over 31 

appearances). Clearly that’s not what happened. 

Part of the reason is his slider absolutely left him. According to FanGraphs’ pitch type linear weights, Dunn’s slider has 

been his most valuable pitch. Even in his up and down 2017, it was worth 2.1 runs above average, and he used it about 

40% of the time. In 2018, it was worth -1.0 runs. He responded accordingly, using his slider less and less: in his nine May 

appearances he used his slider 33% of the time, and he threw just six sliders in his two July appearances. Granted, it’s an 

incredibly small sample, but it shows a man who lost confidence in his slider. 

http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/colorado-rockies
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/68714/mike-dunn
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/301992/mike-dunn
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/303177/mike-dunn
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/teams/san-francisco-giants
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/258605/antonio-senzatela
http://www.sbnation.com/mlb/players/31730/jake-mcgee
https://www.purplerow.com/2017/11/1/16491952/colorado-rockies-mike-dunn-roller-coaster-season-review
https://www.purplerow.com/2017/11/1/16491952/colorado-rockies-mike-dunn-roller-coaster-season-review
https://www.fangraphs.com/library/pitching/linear-weights/
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We know now that part of Dunn’s struggles can be explained by injury. He tweaked an AC joint in spring training and then 

sat on the shelf for 23 days through the end of June due to a shoulder strain. Three days after he was activated he had 

that emblematic outing against the Giants he went back on the DL. He was transferred to the 60-day disabled list on July 

27 and then had a brief rehab assignment with Triple-A Albuquerque before being shut down for good. On September 3, 

two months after he threw his last pitch in the big leagues, he announced his season was over to surgically repair his 

shoulder. It was an inauspicious end to an abysmal campaign. 

It’s possible, even probable, that Dunn’s atrocious 2018 numbers can be explained by never recovering from his injuries 

properly. In any case, his 2019 status and role seems very much up in the air. That will be the final year of his three-year, 

$19 million contract. His vesting option for 2020 requires that he appears in 60 games for the Rockies next season. If he is 

healthy enough to pitch in 60 games, he may very well be worth that $6 million option. Unfortunately for Mike Dunn, that is 

a lot to hang on one “if.” 

  

https://www.purplerow.com/2018/6/8/17443320/colorado-rockies-place-mike-dunn-jeff-hoffman-disabled-list
https://roxpile.com/2018/09/03/colorado-rockies-injury-news-mike-dunns-season-officially/
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Colorado Rockies: Another wrinkle in how the bullpen will look in 2019? 

 
By Noah Yingling | Rox Pile | Oct. 17, 2018 
 

The Colorado Rockies bullpen struggles were well documented in the 2018 season. However, one of their main stalwarts 

in the bullpen this past season, Adam Ottavino, is set to hit the free agent market this offseason. One of the other main 

stalwarts down the stretch for the Rockies was Seunghwan Oh after the club acquired him via trade from the Toronto Blue 

Jays in late July. With his 70th appearance of the season, his option for $2.5 million vested for the 2019 season but Oh is 

mulling leaving Major League Baseball behind. 

Per the Yonhap News Agency in Seunghwan Oh’s native South Korea (h/t MLB Trade Rumors), Oh, in a press 

conference on Wednesday, spoke to reporters about potentially leaving the Colorado Rockies and returning to the Korean 

Baseball Organization (aka KBO). 

As you may expect, he said that living in a foreign country for 5+ years has taken a toll on him. 

“I am a bit exhausted after spending five seasons in Japan and the United States,” said Oh, who pitched in Japan in 2014-

15 before coming to North America to play in Major League Baseball. “I feel like I want to return to the KBO while I still 

have the energy to help the team and pitch in front of home fans. I can’t make this decision alone. I’ll have to speak with 

my agency about the next season.” 

After the Rockies acquired him in July, the 35-year old South Korean pitched to a 2.35 ERA in 25 games in 21 1/3 innings 

pitched. He also had one save, a FIP of 3.86, a WHIP of 1.031, and he also averaged more than ten strikeouts compared 

to just three walks per nine innings. 

Just by ERA, that was the third best out of the Rockies bullpen (minimum of 15 innings) as he was just behind Adam 

Ottavino (2.43) and Scott Oberg (2.45). Including his time with the Blue Jays in the first half of the season, Oh went 6-3 

with a 2.68 ERA in 73 games. Even better was his overall strikeout to walk ratio as he struck out 10.4 batters per nine 

innings compared to just 2.2 walks. 

Implications on the Rockies 

If Oh were to leave the Rockies, they would have a little bit more payroll flexibility for next season with Oh’s $2.5 million 

but their bullpen would even be in more disarray. 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/o/ottavad01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/o/ohse01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/news/2018/10/17/0200000000AEN20181017010900315.html
https://www.mlbtraderumors.com/2018/10/rockies-rumors-seunghwan-oh-return-korea-baseball-organization-kbo.html
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/o/obergsc01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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With Ottavino set to become a free agent, the next lowest ERA behind Scott Oberg’s was Wade Davis‘s 4.13. The only 

other Rockies relievers to have at least 15 innings out of the bullpen with an ERA below 6 were Harrison 

Musgrave (4.63) and Bryan Shaw, who barely is under that threshold at 5.93. 

The bullpen already needs to be a priority this offseason but the Rockies case would be even more dire if Oh decides to 

return to South Korea. 

There are plenty of options on the free agent market but the Rockies may look to the trade market after they have 

been burned numerous times on the free agent market in the bullpen in the past few seasons. 

  

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/d/daviswa01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/musgrha01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/musgrha01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/shawbr01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.mlbtraderumors.com/2016/12/2018-19-mlb-free-agents.html
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Colorado Rockies: Did we underappreciate DJ LeMahieu? 

 
By Kevin Henry | Rox Pile | Oct. 17, 2018 
 

Now that it is a very real possibility that we have seen the last of DJ LeMahieu in a Colorado Rockies uniform, is 

it possible that we undervalued the impact he had on the franchise? 

Certainly LeMahieu’s rise from trade chip from the Chicago Cubs to one of the all-time 25-man Colorado Rockies team 

members has been well-documented. Along the way, LeMahieu earned a pair of All-Star Game invitations and a batting 

title and posted a 17.7 WAR. However, perhaps it’s the everyday contributions that will be missed the most should the 

Rockies choose not to re-sign the 30-year-old second baseman. 

Colorado manager Bud Black has often spoke of how LeMahieu’s demeanor has impacted the Rockies in ways fans 

haven’t seen. His relationship with Charlie Blackmon produced one of the most laughable photos of the bearded 

outfielder. There are times that fans and media members alike roll their eyes at the words “clubhouse presence,” but it’s 

clear that LeMahieu was a fortress of solitude during some of the franchise’s toughest and best days in recent years. 

And let’s not forget about the everyday defense that LeMahieu provided. His two Gold Gloves are proof of his value and 

his sliding stops of a ball that seemed destined for right field and a base hit were marvelous to behold. He made tough 

plays seem routine, a skill that is not easy to replace. 

With Brendan Rodgers and Garrett Hampson waiting in the wings, it’s conceivable that the Rockies will go with the 

youth movement at second base. The salary that could have found its way into LeMahieu’s pockets will likely be put 

toward a huge offer to Nolan Arenado in hopes of keeping him in a Rockies uniform throughout the prime of his career. 

Few Rockies fans would argue with that, but it comes with a cost. And that cost is likely waving goodbye to LeMahieu … 

and thanking him for all he did to help push the franchise to the high levels of success it is currently enjoying. 

Did we truly appreciate him during his days at Coors Field? We’ll find out next season when we’ll see just how much of a 

shadow his legacy leaves behind. 

  

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/l/lemahdj01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://roxpile.com/editorials/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/search/search.fcgi?pid=blackbu02,blackbu01&search=Bud+Black&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/b/blackch02.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.mlb.com/cut4/dj-lemahieu-finds-rockies-teammate-charlie-blackmon-out-of-gas/c-162301648
https://www.mlb.com/cut4/dj-lemahieu-finds-rockies-teammate-charlie-blackmon-out-of-gas/c-162301648
https://www.baseball-reference.com/register/player.fcgi?id=rodger000bre&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/h/hampsga01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/a/arenano01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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Love of Denver has become contagious among the Colorado Rockies pitching staff 

 
By Drew Creasman | BSN Denver | Oct. 16, 2018 

 

  
Why are the Colorado Rockies good? 

We can squabble over the details all day and we will continue to for the rest of 2018 and well into 2019. Should they have 

gone after more offensive weapons? Could a more proactive approach have led to a more satisfying end to the season? 

Will the Rockies be content with simply making the postseason and not take the necessary steps to make themselves 

legitimate championship contenders? 

But one cannot earnestly hold the position that the Colorado baseball club hasn’t taken huge strides over the last two 

years, taking them from afterthought to firmly in the mix. 

And they’ve done it with a myriad of moves, though most of them come with questions marks. Did Jeff Bridich and 

company really get the best veterans to combine with their young players? Should they have trusted the latter a bit more 

than the former? And what in the world went on in the bullpen? 

The one element of the team where there are more answers than questions (though still plenty of both) is the starting 

pitching. 

This is well known by now. This group of Rockies’ starters just put together the best all-around pitching season in 

franchise history. Denver-native Kyle Freeland set a new mark for best ERA and while he gobbled up the headlines and 

attention required for covering a hometown hero, his running mate from Venezuela quietly began to dominate opposing 

hitters in a way we haven’t seen since Ubaldo Jimenez and Pedro Astacio. 

And while clamoring for the kid from Colorado to pitch in the NLDS, an understandable disappointment for fans, it seems 

to have been a bit forgotten that German Marquez’ development, and embrace of Coors Field, was just as important to 

getting the club into the dance for the second consecutive year. 

Nobody who is paying attention is at all confused about how much Freeland loves the place where he grew up but 

Marquez has made it home as well. 
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“As far as pitching here, it’s a special place,” he says. “This is the team that gave me a chance to make it to the Big 

Leagues, and there’s always going to be a special place in my heart for the city of Denver and for this team. And the fan 

support has been awesome. They’ve embraced me like no other, and I’m grateful for that.” 

He didn’t quite dominate the cacophonous confines of Coors the way Freeland did, but he has managed to navigate the 

treacherous waters as well as anyone, emerging at the age of 23 as one of the most promising pitchers to ever pull on a 

Rockies jersey. 

It’s their arms that get the ink, but it’s their minds that set them apart. 

And their mentality has begun to rub off on an entire rotation that can now look to their performances and arrive at the 

conclusion that there is no room for excuses; you can be among the best pitchers in baseball while pitching half your 

games at altitude. 

This is easily the biggest reason for future optimism with this club. 

There will almost certainly be some major roster changes at key positions, but the entire young rotation will return with 

even more depth, much more experience, and the hunger that comes with getting so close to the promised land only to 

fall short. 

“I believe we have a very special group,” says Marquez. “The youth that we have in this pitching staff, the way we push 

each other to become better, we’re competing with each other, we’re not competing against each other. And I think that 

competitiveness has really inspired me to continue to do my very best and has also helped my other teammates, my 

pitchers, to do their best. So it’s definitely a blessing that we’re all in this together.” 

They still are. And they have their captain at the helm. Manager Bud Black will now oversee the next stage of 

development for Freeland, Marquez, Jon Gray, Tyler Anderson, and Antonio Senzatela who are now no longer fighting to 

stay in MLB but to find their ultimate place in it. 

“He definitely believed in us, and I think that we backed it up,” says Marquez. “Right now, the way we believe in ourselves 

gives us the confidence to continue to perform here and to get deep into the postseason like we have this year and 

hopefully for many years to come.” 
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Rockies' Oh Seung-hwan hoping to return to S. Korean league 

 
By Yonhap News Agency | Oct. 17, 2018 

 

 
 INCHEON, Oct. 17 (Yonhap) -- Colorado Rockies' South Korean reliever Oh Seung-hwan said Wednesday he's hoping to 

return home after five years of pitching overseas. 

 

   Oh arrived back in South Korea Wednesday after his third major league season, split with the Toronto Blue Jays and the 

Rockies. He signed with the Jays in February and was dealt to the Rockies in July. he made his first big league 

postseason appearance with the Rockies, who won the National League (NL) wild card game over the Chicago Cubs 

before losing to the Milwaukee Brewers in the NL Division Series earlier this month. 

 

 

   The former Korea Baseball Organization (KBO) All-Star pitched the two previous seasons with the St. Louis Cardinals 

and was with the Hanshin Tigers in Japan in 2014 and 2015. Speaking to reporters at Incheon International Airport, the 

36-year-old said he felt it was time to come home. 

 

 

   "I am a bit exhausted after spending five seasons in Japan and the United States," Oh said. "I feel like I want to return to 

the KBO while I still have the energy to help the team and pitch in front of home fans. I can't make this decision alone. I'll 

have to speak with my agency about the next season." 

 

   The right-hander went 6-3 with three saves and a 2.63 ERA in 73 appearances for the Jays and the Rockies. He had a 

vesting club option worth US$2.5 million for next season, which kicked in after he surpassed 70 appearances in 2018. 

 

   This means Oh can stay in Denver if he wants to. But if he insists on returning to the KBO, the Rockies would have to 

terminate his contract and release him outright. 

 

   Oh said his fatigue comes from dealing with life away from the ballpark. 

 

   "It's not easy living in a foreign country. You have to face the opposing hitters on the mound, and there are a lot of other 

https://www.bsndenver.com/love-of-denver-has-become-contagious-among-the-colorado-rockies-pitching-staff/
https://www.bsndenver.com/love-of-denver-has-become-contagious-among-the-colorado-rockies-pitching-staff/
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things you have to battle off the field," Oh said. "Everything away from the stadium is an extension of competition." 

 

   Oh bounced back in 2018 after posting a 4.10 ERA in 62 games for the Cardinals. Despite his apparent homesickness, 

Oh said he feels physically fine. 

 

   He bristled at the notion that he was throwing more breaking balls because he'd lost the zip on his patented, hard 

fastball. 

 

   "We all learn how to throw breaking balls so we can use them in games," he said. "I am not worried about my fastball 

command or velocity. I have no physical issues. I appeared in more than 70 games this year." 

 

   Oh spent his entire nine-year KBO career with the Samsung Lions, and he remains the league's career leader in saves 

with 277. 

 

   The Lions still reserve rights to Oh. If he wants to return to the KBO, he will have to sign with his old club. He can only 

join another team if the Lions agree to relinquish their rights and make Oh a free agent. 

 

   Even if he comes back to the domestic league, Oh won't be able to play right away. In 2016, the league handed down a 

half-season suspension on Oh, to take effect if he ever plays here again, after he was fined by a court on illegal overseas 

gambling charges. 

 

   If the KBO sticks to the current 144-game schedule next year, Oh will not be eligible for 72 games. 

 

   A Lions official said he'd only found out about Oh's intentions through Wednesday's media reports. 

 

   "We haven't even had discussions on this," the official said. "But obviously, if he wants to, we can meet with him and 

explore different possibilities."  
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Seunghwan Oh Mulling Return To Korea Baseball Organization 

 
By Steve Adams | MLB Trade Rumors | Oct. 17, 2018 
 

Seunghwan Oh’s option for the 2019 season already vested when he appeared in his 70th game of the season, but the 

Rockies right-hander told reporters in his native South Korea on Wednesday that he is considering a return to the Korea 

Baseball Organization (link via Jee-ho Yoo of the Yonhap News Agency). 

“I am a bit exhausted after spending five seasons in Japan and the United States,” said Oh, who pitched for Japan’s 

Hanshin Tigers in 2014-15, the St. Louis Cardinals in 2016-17 and the Blue Jays and Rockies in 2018. “I feel like I want to 

return to the KBO while I still have the energy to help the team and pitch in front of home fans. I can’t make this decision 

alone. I’ll have to speak with my agency about the next season.” 

It’s a surprising development for a player who is already under contract at a $2.5MM rate that is modest in the United 

States but would be a substantial salary in the KBO. Then again, the 36-year-old Oh was the KBO’s premier reliever for 

nine seasons (2005-13) and has had plenty of success in five years pitching between NPB and MLB, so his career 

earnings are already substantial. Money likely isn’t the primary motivating factor for him at this point. To that end, Oh 

acknowledged: “It’s not easy living in a foreign country. … Everything away from the stadium is an extension of 

competition.” 

It’s not clear exactly how a move back to the KBO would come together. Yoo notes that Oh’s former club, the Samsung 

Lions, still controls his rights in the Korean league, though he quotes a Lions official indicating that he was not aware of 

Oh’s desire to return until learning of it through the media. That executive, though, said the Lions could “explore different 

possibilities” with Oh should he pursue a return to South Korea. Oh would also be facing a 72-game suspension after the 

Korean courts fined him for gambling in a foreign casino (a violation of South Korea’s strict gambling laws), which will 

likely factor into his decision process. 

If Oh does ultimately head back to the KBO, it’d be an unexpected blow for a Rockies club that surrendered a pair of 

prospects — Forrest Wall and Chad Spanberger — when acquiring his services from the Blue Jays back in a late July 

trade. Presumably, the Rockies and Oh would come to an agreement that would void the remainder of his contract (as 

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/o/ohse01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.mlbtraderumors.com/2018/09/seunghwan-ohs-2019-option-vests.html
http://english.yonhapnews.co.kr/news/2018/10/17/0200000000AEN20181017010900315.html
https://www.baseball-reference.com/register/player.fcgi?id=wall--000for&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/register/player.fcgi?id=spanbe000cha&utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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was the case with the Twins and ByungHo Park when he, too, decided to return to Korea), though perhaps some 

additional financial determinations (e.g. compensation from the Lions) would need to be discussed. 

Oh was outstanding both in Toronto and Denver this season, pitching to a combined 2.63 ERA with 10.4 K/9, 2.2 BB/9 

and 1.1 HR/9 in 68 1/3 innings of work. That strong bounceback season netted him $500K worth of incentives on top of 

his $1.75MM base salary and made his 2019 option look to be a considerable bargain for a Rockies bullpen that saw 

high-priced offseason acquisitions Bryan Shaw and Jake McGee both flounder in the first season of matching three-year, 

$27MM pacts. Beyond that, Colorado is also slated to lose standout late-inning reliever Adam Ottavino to free agency, 

making the potential loss of Oh an even greater problem. 

  

https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/p/parkby01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/s/shawbr01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/m/mcgeeja01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
https://www.baseball-reference.com/players/o/ottavad01.shtml?utm_campaign=Linker&utm_source=direct&utm_medium=linker-
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Fuentes, Golden shine in Rockies system 
Dynamic offensive talent abounds in versatile Colorado ranks 

 
By Tyler Maun | MiLB.com | Oct. 16, 2018 
 

Each offseason, MiLB.com goes position by position across each system and honors the players -- regardless of age or 

prospect status -- who had the best seasons in their organization. Click here to locate your favorite club. 

For the first time in franchise history, the Rockies have reached the postseason in consecutive years with another 

National League Wild Card, and that recent success is due largely to homegrown talent. Starting pitchers like German 

Marquezand Kyle Freeland spent most or all of their time in the Minor Leagues in the Colorado system, which has 

churned out some of baseball's top position players in third baseman Nolan Arenado and shortstop Trevor Story. 

On the farm, the Rockies posted a .488 winning percentage, sent two teams to the playoffs -- Rookie-level Grand Junction 

and Class A Advanced Lancaster -- and produced two league MVPs. Firmly in the big club's window of contention, 

Colorado affiliates continue graduating reinforcements and future stars with the aim of finally capturing the franchise's first 

National League West title. 

Rockies Organization All-Stars 

Catcher -- Brian Serven, Lancaster (83 games): The Rockies have struggled to develop catchers, but Serven could 

break that mold. In his longest season, the Arizona State product batted .268/.326/.488 with 12 homers and 46 RBIs, and 

his defensive development caught the organization's eye. 

"When he first came to us, it was pretty clear that he had a lot to do behind the plate as a catcher," said Rockies senior 

director of player development Zach Wilson. "To his credit and to our catching coordinator Mark Strittmatter's credit, they 

just teamed up and got after it, starting really in that first [instructional league] after his first year out, and it has not 

stopped since. Defensively, that's going to be what carries him. It's a solid, plus arm with plus accuracy and the receiving 

skills have really tightened up over the course of the last year and a half. We're really happy with the progress he's made." 

First baseman -- Grant Lavigne, Grand Junction (59 games): While fellow first baseman Roberto Ramos earned MLB 

Pipeline's nod as Colorado's prospect of the year at Class A Asheville, Lavigne put up stunning numbers at Rookie-level 

Grand Junction. The highest-ever prep selection out of New Hampshire, the 42nd overall pick in this year's Draft raked at 

https://www.milb.com/fans/2018-organization-all-stars
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=608566
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=608566
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=607536
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=571448
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=596115
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=661531
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=680693
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=657733
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a .350/.477/.519 clip with six homers and 48 RBIs. The left-handed hitter also walked more times (45) than he struck out 

(40). 

"I saw a Major League approach in an 18-year-old's body, and I'm talking now Major League approach out of an 18-year-

old kid," Wilson said. "He's just fun to watch take an at-bat. He knows what he's trying to do up there. He's got a plan 

every time he steps in the box. He's extremely patient, but you give him a pitch to hit, he's going to attack it with authority. 

I've seen him hit homers from left-center all the way around to the right-field foul pole, so it's power everywhere, and this 

guy doesn't even have his man strength yet. He's a big kid, but he's still a kid." 

Lavigne was as good away from hitter-friendly Suplizio Field as he was at home, batting .361/.473/.487 on the road and 

.333/.482/.563 in Grand Junction. 

"There's some big names that he reminds me of, and I don't even want to throw them out there because it's too early," 

Wilson raved. "I'll put it this way: I have never in my seven years of development and really in my 10 years of scouting 

prior to that, have I seen a kid this age that has the extremely advanced approach that he has. That's saying something, 

and I think that's only going to continue to improve as he gets older. I think this is a guy that at a full season could walk 

100 times." 

Second baseman -- Bret Boswell, Asheville (97 games), Lancaster (30 games): After a stellar debut with Class A 

Short Season Boise a year ago, Boswell was even better in 2018. The University of Texas product batted .288/.331/.496 

in 97 games with Asheville to get the call to Lancaster, where he posted a .322/.388/.636 line in 30 contests. Listed at 6-

foot-1 and 180 pounds, Boswell hammered 27 combined home runs and drove in 78. 

Third baseman -- Josh Fuentes, Albuquerque (135 games): Prior to 2018, Fuentes may have been best known for 

being Nolan Arenado's cousin. That's no longer the case. 

"I can tell you I've purposely never once referred to him as 'Nolan's cousin,'" Wilson said with a laugh. "So many people 

do, but this guy is his own man and his own player. He's proven that over the course of the last two or three years. 

Tremendously hard worker, has an unbelievable time playing the game. He plays it with passion, with love, with energy. 

He's much like Nolan in that way. I think that's where the blood is there; they just play the game so similarly. They play it 

like they're kids. That's one of the things that makes Nolan good, and it's one of the things that makes Josh good." 

In his first season at Triple-A, Fuentes held down both corner infield spots and batted .327/.354/.517 with 14 homers and 

a career-best 95 RBIs on his way to Pacific Coast League MVP honors. 

http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=641385
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=658069
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=571448
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"He makes every play that he should at third base and really at first base, too, and then some, and he just keeps hitting," 

Wilson said. "He's got some things to do to cut down those strikeouts a little bit, but we can deal with some of those 

numbers as long as the others are good, and they all have been." 

Honorable Mention: Colton Welker won the California League batting title and belted 13 homers, more than his career 

total entering the season. 

Shortstop -- Brendan Rodgers, Hartford (95 games), Albuquerque (19 games): The Rockies' top prospect reached 

the Minors' highest level with a promotion to Albuquerque after conquering Hartford in a return assignment. 

"On the defensive side of the ball is really where he kind of topped some things off," Wilson said. "We had him playing 

third base in Hartford. One of our best infield coaches, Warren Schaeffer, is the manager there. I wanted them to spend a 

lot of time together, particularly as we were introducing third base to him, and I can tell you at this point, defensively, he's 

nearing readiness for the Major League level. He still has some things offensively to do. Obviously, the numbers in 

Hartford were very good." 

Rodgers batted .275/.342/.493 for the Yard Goats, garnering an Eastern League All-Star selection, and swatted 17 

homers before the promotion. At Triple-A, he scuffled due to nagging injuries and didn't play after Aug. 31. 

"He's still making that adjustment to Triple-A pitching and how they pitch you there," Wilson said. "That's kind of the last 

step for him. Now you're going to start facing some guys. In Double-A, you took care of the good arms and the power 

stuff, but in Triple-A, they're going to mix you up. They've got more detailed advance reports on you now. You're going to 

have to make an adjustment to them, and I think he's going to do that in short order as we get into 2019." 

Outfielders 

Casey Golden, Asheville (124 games): Golden was in the chase for the Minors' Bauman Home Run Award until the final 

week of the season and finished with 34 taters.  

"When he's aggressive in counts and very aggressive toward his pitch, he's got a chance to hurt you," Wilson said. "At 

times, he'll get behind in the count and he'll swing at a bad pitch, something that's not his. That's where the strikeout 

numbers come in. Towards the last month and a half of the season, I think he really started to make an adjustment there." 

Defensively, Golden also impressed. 

http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=663898
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=col
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=668680
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"He's got other things that play. He makes every play in the outfield that he should in both corners. He can play center in a 

pinch because he's actually like a 55[-grade] runner. People don't realize with all that power, he can run a little bit, too. 

He's got a lot to work with there." 

Mike Tauchman, Albuquerque (112 games), Colorado (21 games): Tauchman pushed Fuentes in the PCL MVP race, 

batting .323/.408/.571 with 20 homers and 81 RBIs while holding down steady outfield work. While his average and 

slugging percentage dropped in the second half of the season, his on-base percentage rose, thanks to 31 walks against 

23 strikeouts after the All-Star break. 

Vince Fernandez, Lancaster (117 games): Named to the California League midseason and end-of-season All-Star 

teams, Fernandez followed a stellar year by boosting his OPS nearly 90 points. The UC Riverside product slammed 24 

homer and drove in 75 runs, both career highs. 

Utility player -- Coco Montes, Grand Junction (69 games): The Pioneer League MVP batted .333/.413/.513 and 

finished in the top five in the circuit in average, hits, total bases and walks. A 15th-round pick out of South Florida, Montes 

saw action at second base, third base and shortstop, helping Grand Junction advance to the Championship Series. 

Right-handed starter -- Rico Garcia, Lancaster (16 games, 15 starts), Hartford (11 starts): Posting a 3.42 ERA and 

101 strikeouts over 100 innings in appearances at the Minor Leagues' most hitter-friendly park portended good things for 

Garcia. That performance in Lancaster led to a promotion to Hartford, where he had a 2.28 ERA and 61 K's in 67 frames. 

The Hawaii native was selected as MLB Pipeline's Rockies Pitcher of the Year as well as a midseason and end-of-season 

All-Star. 

Left-handed starter -- Ryan Rolison, Grand Junction (nine games): In a heavily restricted debut season, the 22nd 

overall Draft pick dominated Pioneer League foes. Though he threw only 29 innings, Rolison limited opponents to a .149 

average and posted a 0.79 WHIP to go with a 1.86 ERA. The Ole Miss product fanned 34, walked eight and gave up 15 

hits to the 109 batters he faced. 

"He looked like a professional pitcher," Wilson said. "That's how he pitches: a professional left-handed pitcher who's got 

some savvy about him, who knows what he's doing out there, knows what he's trying to do. He's just got a feel for reading 

hitters and knowing what pitch to throw, knowing situations. He's just got a feel for all of that. He's got an excellent 

breaking ball. It's a plus breaking ball, and I think his changeup is going to end up being plus when it's all said and done, 

http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=643565
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=669344
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=663796
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=670329
http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=669020
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and he's going to command his fastball. The guy's a pitcher and he's kind of your classic left-handed pitcher who's going 

to be able to work all four quadrants." 

Relief pitcher -- Matt Pierpont, Hartford (55 games): In his third season in the Eastern League, Pierpont was his best. 

The Winthrop product saved 32 games in 34 chances and registered a 1.95 ERA, fanning 77 over 60 innings. 

"He's got an excellent changeup. It's a swing-and-miss changeup. It's one of those changeups where you know it's 

coming and sometimes you still can't hit it," Wilson said. "We've been working and working to try and get him some 

experience at Triple-A. That hopefully is the next step for him. He throws strikes and he's got a good changeup. That 

allows him to compete every time he goes out there." 

 

http://www.milb.com/player/index.jsp?player_id=641980

