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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 
1956-Frank Robinson is named the National League Rookie of the Year. Robinson scored 122 runs, while batting .290 with 38 

home runs and 83 RBI 

MLB.COM 
Suarez honored as MVP at RedsFest ceremony 

Hughes named top pitcher as club hands out annual awards 

By Alyson Footer MLB.com @alysonfooter 

Nov. 30th, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI -- One of the many highlights featured at RedsFest every winter is the announcement of the award winners from the 

prior season, which provides the perfect opportunity for the Reds and their fans to honor the players in person. Because nearly every 

member of the Major League roster, plus all of the team's top prospects, participate in RedsFest every year, it's easy to gather the 

group of award winners on stage for a formal presentation. 

 

The Ernie Lombardi Award, recognizing the Reds' Most Valuable Player, went to third baseman Eugenio Suarez, who slashed 

.283/.366/.526 with 34 homers and 104 RBIs over 143 games in 2018. He also became one of four third basemen in Reds history to 

hit at least 30 home runs. 

 

Suarez was named to the National League All-Star team for the first time in 2018, and he recently toured Japan with a select group 

of Major League All-Stars as part of a three-city, six-game goodwill tour against Japan's All-Stars. 

 

This year, one Reds pitcher won two awards. Right-handed reliever Jared Hughes received the Joe Nuxhall Good Guy Award, and 

he was also named the Johnny Vander Meer Most Outstanding Pitcher. The former recognized Hughes' affable personality, presence 

in the community, good-natured rapport with reporters and leadership in the clubhouse. The latter honored his sterling performance 

on the mound, where he compiled a 1.94 ERA and 1.02 WHIP over 72 relief appearances. 

 

On the Minor League front, first baseman Ibandel Isabel was the recipient of the Chief Bender Award, given to the top player 

throughout the entire Reds Minor League system. Ibandel crushed a Florida State League-record 35 homers for Class A Daytona 

last season. 

 

The award for the 2018 Reds Minor League Hitter of the Year was presented to left fielder TJ Friedl, who recorded 139 hits in 131 

games between Class A and Double-A, while reaching base at a .381 clip. 

 

The Reds Minor League Pitcher of the Year award was presented to Tony Santillan, who compiled 10 wins and a 3.08 ERA in 26 

starts between Class A and Double-A. 

 

Infielder Leandro Santana received the organization's Minor League Community Service Award. 

 

 

Bell acquaints himself with new team at Redsfest 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Nov. 30th, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI -- New Reds manager David Bell now has a freshly completed coaching staff. As Redsfest got underway on Friday 

at Duke Energy Convention Center, he started the next step of introducing himself to his players and to the fans. 

 

What comes after that? Lots of planning and preparation for 2019. 

 

"We finally got together for the first time as a staff today, which was nice," Bell said. "The last two days have been great, just seeing 

some players and seeing some faces. We kind of just hung out in the clubhouse as guys came through. It's really been the two best 

days on the job so far, seeing those guys." 

 



There really is no message Bell will try to impart to the players this weekend. 

 

"It's more just making a connection and talking and getting to know them," Bell said. "At this point, I'm just trying to get to know 

everybody. We get in-depth a little bit. Right now, it's just building relationships and saying hi to guys." 

 

Bell -- who grew up in Cincinnati, is a third-generation Major Leaguer and was the Giants' vice president of player development last 

season -- was hired on Oct. 21 to be the Reds' new manager. In the weeks since, his coaching staff has come together slowly. First, 

pitching coach Derek Johnson was plucked from the Brewers, then hitting coach Turner Ward arrived from the Dodgers. 

 

On Nov. 19, J.R. House became the third-base and catching coach, while Donnie Ecker was named assistant hitting coach. On 

Wednesday, former first-base coach Freddie Benavides took over as bench coach, with Delino DeShields named first-base coach. 

Lee Tunnell became the bullpen coach, and Jeff Pickler the game planning and outfield coach. 

 

Most of the players met Bell and the coaches for the first time while backstage moments before the team was introduced to the fans. 

 

The first impressions were positive. 

 

"You can tell he has a presence about him that we really need in the dugout," Reds outfielder Scott Schebler said about Bell. "His 

coaching staff speaks for itself, with their records. It's just an exciting time. You can tell the fans have a little more pep in their step. 

It's a fun time being a Red." 

 

Third baseman Eugenio Suarez, who got one of the loudest ovations from the Redsfest crowd, also enjoyed the opportunity to meet 

the staff. 

 

"We've got good talent. Now we've got a new staff. I feel like this young group will be really good next year," Suarez said. "I talked 

to him a little bit, David, the hitting coach and everybody. They've got a good idea for next year." 

 

The Reds are coming off of a 67-95 season under managers Bryan Price and Jim Riggleman, their fourth straight season of at least 

94 losses. The front office, which was bold in luring away Johnson and Bell from 2018 postseason teams, wants to be just as 

aggressive in adding to the roster. 

 

Cincinnati is seeking starting pitchers, and as of Friday, a new center fielder after Billy Hamilton was not tendered a contract for 

2019. 

 

"I've been engaged. I've been included in discussions," Bell said. "I've done a lot of listening because it helps my knowledge base of 

the organization as we talk through everything. I've been included in a lot in the front office, which has been great. There's definitely 

been discussions, as you guys know. It's definitely ongoing. I love our team, but we also know it's the way the game works, 

especially this time of year going into the Winter Meetings." 

 

Bell's first foray with the fans came on Thursday during a two-hour question-and-answer session with season-ticket holders. There 

will be much more fan interactions throughout the weekend. 

 

"Last night was great. A lot of great questions. It really showed their knowledge of the team, and that was fun. A good warm-up 

session," Bell said. "Of all the teams I've been with, I've never seen anything like this. This is very unique. It says a lot about the 

fanbase." 

 

 

Hamilton non-tendered, becomes free agent 

Reds unable to deal outfielder ahead of deadline 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

12:30 AM EST 

 

CINCINNATI -- The Reds parted with one of their stars ahead of Friday's non-tender deadline, as arbitration-eligible center fielder 

Billy Hamilton was not offered a contract for 2019. As a result, Hamilton is now a free agent. 

 

Hamilton made $4.6 million in 2018 after signing a one-year contract to avoid arbitration last offseason. He would have been 

eligible for free agency after the '19 season. 

 

Cincinnati had shopped Hamilton to other clubs for a potential trade and found no interest -- even for a minimal return. 

 

"We didn't have any takers for a real value," Reds general manager Nick Krall said. 

 



Also non-tendered on Friday were catcher Juan Graterol, outfielder Aristides Aquino and outfielder/first baseman Jordan Patterson. 

Graterol was claimed off waivers from the Angels in October, while Patterson was just claimed on Wednesday from the Mets. 

Aquino was the No. 16 prospect in the organization, according to MLB Pipeline. Krall said that negotiations were ongoing to bring 

those three players back on Minor League deals. The Reds now have 36 players on their 40-man roster. 

 

Contract offers were tendered to the five other players eligible for arbitration: Scooter Gennett (third year), starting pitcher Anthony 

DeSclafani (second year), reliever Michael Lorenzen (second year), backup catcher Curt Casali (first year) and shortstop Jose 

Peraza (first year). 

 

The 28-year-old Hamilton has long been known for sensational defense and speed, but he has steadily declined on offense. In 2018, 

he batted .236/.299/.327 with four home runs, 29 RBIs and 74 runs in 153 games. After recording at least 56 stolen bases in each of 

the previous four seasons, Hamilton stole only 34 in '18. According to Baseball Reference, he had a 0.0 offensive Wins Above 

Replacement (WAR) and 0.7 defensive WAR. A former leadoff hitter, Hamilton batted ninth much of the season. 

 

An electric addition when he was called up from Triple-A Louisville in 2013, Hamilton was a game-changer on the bases and in the 

outfield. He could do things that many could not, including tagging up and scoring on a popup to second base. In center field, there 

were many highlight-worthy diving and leaping catches that made Hamilton a five-time National League Gold Glove Award 

finalist. 

 

However, Hamilton's all-out style cost him time on the field, as he was often injured, with several trips to the disabled list. And 

ultimately, his speed could not be utilized if he couldn't reach base. 

 

The move to part ways with Hamilton came as RedsFest opened on Friday afternoon. Some of his teammates were stunned by the 

news. 

 

"I just got here and heard that," third baseman Eugenio Suarez said. "Billy has my support. He was one of my best teammates on 

this team. For sure, we'll miss him a lot. I hope he gets a contract and continues to play in the big leagues." 

 

Hamilton had spent most of the offseason working out at the Reds' Spring Training complex in Goodyear, Ariz. He was supposed to 

fly to Cincinnati for RedsFest on the same flight as outfielder Scott Schebler. When he noticed Hamilton was not on the plane, 

Schebler wondered why. 

 

"I was in the [Redsfest] photo booth when I figured it out," Schebler said. "That was kind of wild to hear it that way. I don't know 

what to think about it right now. It's one of those moves you're not expecting. We'll just see where everything lands. He was a great 

teammate to me. I can only talk on how good he was to me. He was always happy and fun to be around. He'll definitely be missed." 

 

In 690 career big league games, Hamilton hit .245/.298/.333 with 277 steals. He finished second behind Mets pitcher Jacob deGrom 

for the National League Rookie of the Year Award in 2014, when he nabbed 56 bases. 

 

According to MLB Trade Rumors, Hamilton was projected to receive $5.9 million in arbitration this offseason. However, sources 

told MLB.com that the club believed he could receive more. 

 

"I think the most important thing is we didn't see him at the arbitration salary that he was going to end up getting," Krall said. "I 

don't think it closes the door to anything we can do with him. Now he can negotiate with 30 clubs. We didn't think locking him into 

the budget was the helpful thing for us right now when pitching is our No. 1 need." 

 

Now, the Reds will potentially have to add a center fielder to their offseason checklist. If one isn't acquired, sources said that Nick 

Senzel could become a candidate to replace Hamilton. An infielder for his entire college and pro career, Senzel is listed as the 

organization's No. 1 prospect (No. 6 overall) by MLB Pipeline. He learned to play in the outfield during instructional league before 

stopping to have surgery to remove bone chips from his elbow. 

 

Krall was not willing to commit to Senzel being one of the candidates. The same could be said about Schebler, who has filled in for 

Hamilton at center field in past seasons. 

 

"We've got to figure out who is going to be the everyday center fielder and how we will fill that hole," Krall said. 

 

The Reds would be willing to consider bringing back Hamilton as a free agent, but they will definitely explore all other options. 

 

"It is a little early. It's a little fresh right now," Reds manager David Bell said. "Obviously, Billy was a big part of this team for a lot 

of years. Tough decisions have to be made in this game. We'll move forward and try to fill that spot." 

 



CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Cincinnati Reds star Joey Votto determined to bounce back from a disappointing year 

John Fay, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 7:59 p.m. ET Nov. 30, 2018 

 

When healthy, Joey Votto has been an outstanding player from the day he arrived in the big leagues with the Cincinnati Reds. 

 

Power, average and extraordinary ability to get on base were what you could count on from him. This year, he was 1-for-3 in those 

categories.  

 

Votto wasn't awful this season. But he wasn't Votto. 

 

He hit .284 with 12 home runs and 67 RBI in 145 games. It was the first time he hit under .300 when healthy since 2008. He led the 

National Leauge in on-base percentage at .417.  

 

But his slash line dipped to .284/.417/.419 from .320/.454/.578 the year before when he just missed with his second National 

League MVP.  

 

"Very disappointed," Votto said. "It's probably the first time in my career I've had a bad year, so yeah, I was very disappointed." 

 

Votto has remade himself in the offseason before. The mission is to avoid a second bad year in 2019. 

 

"I'm doing what I can to make sure that doesn't happen again," he said. 

 

Votto turned 35 on Sept. 10. You could make the argument that it will be hard for him to return to what he once was – particularly 

as far as power. His career slugging percentage was .541 entering 2018. That's a long way from the .419 he put up this year. 

 

But he's confident he can get back there. 

 

"I think I can. I wouldn't say that if I didn't feel that way," he said.   

 

Votto has changed his offseason routine. He thinks he has to change physically to be what he once was. 

 

"I'm working on that," he said. "I'm everywhere. I'm like the rock. I've got a portable gym."  

 

Votto is signed with the Reds for five more years with an option for a sixth. The team non-tendered Billy Hamilton Friday. Aside 

from Homer Bailey, Tucker Barnhart, entering his fifth year, has spent the longest with Votto on the Reds. 

 

Votto has said repeatedly that he's good with the direction the Reds are going. Still, he was surprised by the Hamilton move. 

 

"I'm surprised by almost all transactions," Votto said. "I played with Billy for a very long time. He and I got along great and I 

enjoyed playing with him. Every single transaction in baseball throws me off. I've experienced numerous times. This one is no 

different." 

 

Votto talked to David Bell in person Friday for the first time since Bell was named manager. Bell, 46, is closer to Votto's age than a 

lot of players who will make the Reds roster.  

 

"I'm excited to work for him, play under him, learn from him," Votto said. "I can't wait for this next phase of winning baseball." 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds will part ways with center fielder Billy Hamilton 

Bobby Nightengale, Cincinnati Enquirer  

Published 3:29 p.m. ET Nov. 30, 2018 | Updated 9:26 p.m. ET Nov. 30, 2018 

 

With another projected salary bump through arbitration, the Reds did not offer a contract to center fielder Billy Hamilton before the 

non-tender deadline Friday. The move will send Hamilton into free agency and likely end his time in the Reds’ organization. 

 

Hamilton, going through arbitration for the third time, could’ve made $6-7 million next season. Reds general manager Nick Krall 

said there were no takers on the trade market for Hamilton, forcing them to essentially release the outfielder.  

 



The 28-year-old Hamilton had a .236 batting average and .299 on-base percentage last season, stealing a career-low 34 bases in 153 

games. Hamilton made $4.6 million last year. 

 

"I don’t think it closes the door to anything we could do with him," Krall said. "He now can negotiate with other clubs. We just 

didn’t feel that locking him into the budget was a helpful thing for us when pitching is our No. 1 need." 

 

Hamilton was a polarizing player among the fanbase, known for his speed and defense, and his struggles at the plate. Starting in 

center field for the last five years, Hamilton only had one season when he had an on-base percentage above .300. He was a Gold 

Glove finalist in center field during each of the past five years. 

 

At his best, Hamilton used his speed and defense to make game-changing plays. He ranked fourth on the team last year with 74 runs 

scored – only five runs behind All-Star third baseman Eugenio Suárez.  

 

"Obviously, Billy was a big part of this team for a lot of years," Reds manager David Bell said. "A lot of tough decisions have to be 

made in this game. You never know. He becomes a free agent, but we move forward and try to fill that spot." 

 

The Reds don’t have a natural successor to play center field without Hamilton. Scott Schebler was the only outfielder, besides 

Hamilton, who played more than 100 innings in center field last year. Top prospect Nick Senzel was learning left field and center 

field during the instructional league. 

 

"I think right now, saying that Nick Senzel is this guy, that’s hard," Krall said. "Nick played a couple of innings in instructional 

league while he was rehabbing. He’s going to go into Spring Training – and look, he’s played some outfield, he’s played second, 

short and third. He’s got quality versatility. 

 

"He’s a very good athlete that can do a lot of different things. It’s not out of the realm of possibilities, but at the same time, I can’t 

tell you that he’s the guy. It’s not fair to him.' 

 

The Reds could add a center fielder through free agency or a trade. They’ve shown interest in A.J. Pollock, though he’s dealt with 

injuries over the past three seasons. 

 

If the Reds choose an internal replacement in center field, they could use the savings from non-tendering Hamilton to address their 

pitching needs. It's possible they could re-sign Hamilton at a lower salary, but now he's free to negotiate with all 30 teams.  

 

"We have to piece that together as we move forward," Krall said of finding an everyday center fielder. 

 

Along with Hamilton, the Reds non-tendered catcher Juan Graterol, outfielder Aristides Aquino and first baseman/outfielder Jordan 

Patterson. Krall said the Reds plan to sign those three players to minor league deals. Their 40-man roster stands at 36. 

 

The Reds have five players eligible for arbitration: Scooter Gennett (third time), Anthony DeSclafani (second time), Michael 

Lorenzen (second time), Curt Casali (first time) and José Peraza (first time). 

 

Hamilton was mentioned in various trade rumors during the last couple of years, but Reds owner Bob Castellini reportedly wanted 

to keep Hamilton, the runner-up in the 2014 National League Rookie of the Year vote. 

 

Is there any regret not trading Hamilton earlier? 

 

"There was really no significant value there," Krall said. "I think in the offseason, you have a lot of people in the market. During the 

season, you’ve got to have a match in that position. We just didn’t feel the value was there at that point in time." 

 

THE ATHLETIC 
 

Billy Hamilton departure adds to buzz-worthy offseason changes for Reds 

By C. Trent Rosecrans Nov 30, 2018     

 

CINCINNATI – Billy Hamilton’s appearance at RedsFest on Friday wasn’t signing autographs or posing for pictures, but instead he 

was on Amir Garrett’s phone, as the Reds lefty held it up to a group of fans waiting in line for his autograph. 

 

Hamilton, whose No. 6 jersey wasn’t uncommon in the crowd at the two-day celebration downtown, watched as the fans waved to 

him. 

 



That singular moment was more sentimental than what had happened earlier in the day when the team made the cold, hard 

calculation that they were better off paying someone who wasn’t Hamilton to man center field than to give him the $6-to-$7 million 

he’d likely earn in arbitration in 2019. 

 

Hamilton, once the team’s top prospect, wasn’t tendered a contract for the upcoming season, making him a free agent.  

 

It was a move that surprised some and was overdue for others – and as is usually the case, lies somewhere in between. 

 

The 28-year-old center fielder earned $4.9 million last season in his second year of arbitration and would be eligible for free agency 

after the 2019 season. A reported favorite of owner Bob Castellini, the Reds had looked to trade Hamilton during the season and this 

off-season. At no point did they get an offer with what General Manager Nick Krall called “significant value.” 

 

This is the most visible roster move so far as the Reds head toward 2019 with a new manager and apparently a new urgency to exit 

the rebuilding mode that has led to an average of 95.25 losses per season over the last four years. 

 

“We’ve gone through the rebuild, it’s time to start building this for where we want to go in the future,” Krall said Friday. “We’ve 

sold assets, we’ve got prospects, we’ve developed prospects. We have noticeable holes (and) we’ve got some money to spend. We 

want to get better. We’re looking to win. We’re not looking to get competitive, we’re looking to win and it’s time to start doing 

that.” 

 

While some may not have taken notice until the team jettisoned Hamilton, the industry has noticed what’s been started in Cincinnati 

since the announcement of David Bell’s hiring on the eve of the World Series. 

 

The first ripple came from the hiring of Derek Johnson as the team’s pitching coach. Johnson left the Milwaukee Brewers, a team 

that had just ridden its unconventional pitching approach to the National League Championship Series. Johnson was then joined by 

Turner Ward, the hitting coach whose Dodgers vanquished Johnson’s Brewers to reach the World Series. 

 

The team added even more names unknown to most outside the industry but created buzz inside the game. Those included third base 

coach J.R. House, assistant hitting coach Donnie Ecker and game-planning/outfield coach Jeff Pickler. 

 

The Reds have spent money and effort to assemble a staff that came together for the first time on Friday as the team convened for its 

annual pep rally. As smaller-than-normal crowds milled about, the new Reds coaching staff spoke confidently and excitedly about 

what they’ve put together in a short time. 

 

The Reds have hired an almost entirely new coaching staff (Freddie Benavides has assumed the role of bench coach, making him 

the lone holdover from the previous staff) and instilled new heads of player development, amateur scouting and international 

scouting, all since the start of the offseason. 

 

But nobody comes to RedsFest to get the autograph of the new bullpen coach, no matter how well respected he may be. It comes 

down to players. 

 

The team has made no bones about its direction for the offseason, with Castellini leading the charge with his promise to “get the 

pitching.” 

 

With Hamilton gone, the Reds have a little more money to get that pitching in this year’s budget, which is already expected to be at 

a record high for the franchise, although the team could have a record-high payroll and still be below the average for a big-league 

team. 

 

Hamilton was popular in some circles, an exciting player on the base paths and in the field. Yet, by most metrics, he wasn’t worth 

what the team paid him last season and arbitration would certainly award him more money in the coming year. 

 

The team will now need to figure out who will be its center fielder. Scott Schebler started 14 games there last season. Phillip Ervin 

started three, while Mason Williams and Gabriel Guerrero, who are no longer in the organization, also started games in center field. 

Top prospect Nick Senzel spent some time in center field during instructional league but hasn’t played there in a real game yet, so to 

expect him to be able to man it out of spring is unrealistic. 

 

Pitching remains the prize for the Reds as the Winter Meetings approach, while center field is just another question mark that could 

be addressed in free agency or through a trade. 

 

“This is not a finished product,” Krall said. “We’re far from finished. We’ve got to continue to get better. We’ve got to continue to 

make strides and be better with everything we’re doing.” 



Transactions 
 

11/30/18  

Pittsburgh Pirates sent RHP Alex McRae outright to Indianapolis Indians. 

Pittsburgh Pirates invited non-roster RHP Alex McRae to spring training. 

Seattle Mariners traded RHP Alex Colome to Chicago White Sox for C Omar Narvaez. 

Texas Rangers signed free agent RHP Jesse Chavez. 

1B Matt Davidson elected free agency. 

RF Avisail Garcia elected free agency. 

Toronto Blue Jays sent RHP Mark Leiter Jr. outright to Buffalo Bisons. 

1B Wilmer Flores elected free agency. 

RHP Jason Adam elected free agency. 

1B Samir Duenez elected free agency. 

RHP Andres Machado elected free agency. 

CF Bubba Starling elected free agency. 

2B Jonathan Schoop elected free agency. 

LHP Dan Jennings elected free agency. 

LHP Xavier Cedeno elected free agency. 

Kansas City Royals sent RHP Burch Smith outright to Omaha Storm Chasers. 

RHP Brad Boxberger elected free agency. 

RHP Shelby Miller elected free agency. 

OF Chris Owings elected free agency. 

3B Yangervis Solarte elected free agency. 

RF Robbie Grossman elected free agency. 

RHP Blake Parker elected free agency. 

RHP Matt Shoemaker elected free agency. 

C James McCann elected free agency. 

RHP Alex Wilson elected free agency. 

RHP Mike Fiers elected free agency. 

RHP Cory Gearrin elected free agency. 

RHP Kendall Graveman elected free agency. 

1B Justin Bour elected free agency. 

LHP Luis Avilan elected free agency. 

Cleveland Indians traded C Yan Gomes to Washington Nationals for RHP Jefry Rodriguez, RF Daniel Johnson and Player To Be 

Named Later. 

2B Ronald Torreyes elected free agency. 

RHP Justin Hancock elected free agency. 

RHP Allen Webster elected free agency. 

SS Tim Beckham elected free agency. 

C Caleb Joseph elected free agency. 

CF Gorkys Hernandez elected free agency. 

RHP Hunter Strickland elected free agency. 

RHP Matt Bush elected free agency. 

LHP Zac Curtis elected free agency. 

RHP Ricardo Rodriguez elected free agency. 

RHP Adrian Sampson elected free agency. 

C Chris Herrmann elected free agency. 

CF Billy Hamilton elected free agency. 

RF Aristides Aquino elected free agency. 

1B Jordan Patterson elected free agency. 

 

 

 
 


