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Romano labors, Reds' bats quiet in Game 2 loss 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

May 19th, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI -- Until three starts ago, Reds right-hander Sal Romano was in a groove, often working efficiently, establishing his 

fastball, diversifying his pitches and having some success. That guy has been missing his last two outings, however. 

 

Romano worked hard through all five of his innings as the Cubs rolled to a 10-0 victory over the Reds in Game 2 of Saturday's day-

night doubleheader at Great American Ball Park. The teams split the twin bill, as Cincinnati claimed a 5-4 win in 11 innings in 

Game 1. 

 

"He's not where he was a few weeks ago when he was making some headway," Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman said. "Now 

he's really having to battle through it, and he's doing that. He's giving his club a chance to win, but it's been a little struggle for him." 

 

While throwing 98 pitches, Romano gave up a career-high seven earned runs, with six hits, six walks (one intentional) and six 

strikeouts. The Cubs sent nine men to the plate against him during a five-run fifth, and their leadoff batter reached against the righty 

in all five of his innings -- three times via a walk. 

 

"Fastball control wasn't there all game," said Romano, who threw 54 two-seam fastballs according to Statcast™. "Off-speed stuff 

was really there today -- had a really good cutter, the slider thing or whatever that I have really been working lately, curveball was 

good, and I threw some good changeups. But the fastball location was brutal. When you walk six guys in the big leagues, you are 

going to get hurt." 

 

Since a stretch of five starts in which he had a 2.33 ERA, Romano has given up 13 earned runs in his last two games, including a 

career-low 2 1/3-inning start with six earned runs Monday in a 10-7 Reds loss at San Francisco. 

 

"He's just throwing a lot of pitches to get through an inning," Riggleman said. "Not just Sal, but they are seeing our starters the third 

time through the lineup in the fourth and fifth inning. That's not a good recipe for success. If they get that many looks at you, they're 

eventually going to get you." 

 

Romano was able to get away unscathed the first two innings. In the third, Ben Zobrist led off with a single and later scored from 

third on a fielder's-choice grounder off the bat of Kris Bryant. In the fourth, Ian Happ -- who homered in Game 1 -- hit a first-pitch 

fastball over the middle of the plate for a leadoff homer to right field. 

 

"Sometimes I fly open too much, but I really worked hard this week to try to stay with that," Romano said. "I was just missing a few 

spots, and obviously with runners on. I [allowed] some hits, a hit-and-run and stuff like that, but was able to work out of it." 

 

Then came the rough and tedious top of the fifth inning. Zobrist, who led off five different innings in the game, drew a walk to 

begin the frame and Bryant reached with a one-out walk. Both runners scored easily on Anthony Rizzo's double to the right-field 

corner. Following a two-out intentional walk to Happ, Romano walked Addison Russell to load the bases. 

 

When Jason Heyward skied a fly ball toward the right-field line, second baseman Scooter Gennett made a long run and beat right 

fielder Jesse Winker to the ball. Despite his great effort, Gennett could not glove the ball, and it skipped away for a three-run triple 

and a 7-0 Cubs lead. 

 



"That was an extraordinary effort by Scooter," Riggleman said. "I think Wink must have broke back on the ball, because that's his 

ball. Scooter went a long way to get it. That's kind of a momentum-changer there." 

 

Cubs starter Jose Quintana didn't need the extra cushion, as he took a no-hitter into the fifth inning and pitched seven dominant 

innings. Scott Schebler got the Reds' first hit with a one-out single to right field in the fifth. No Reds batter got past second base all 

night, as Cincinnati (16-31) was shut out for the sixth time this season. 

 

HE SAID IT 

"It seemed like [Zobrist] was on base all the time, whether it was a walk or a hit. [Tommy] La Stella hurt us. Their big guys, too; 

Rizzo and Bryant were swinging it well. It was a tough challenge. It's a good lineup. They've thrown pretty good starts against us 

between [Jon] Lester, [Kyle] Hendricks and Quintana." -- Riggleman, on the Cubs 

 

UP NEXT 

The Reds will look to earn a split of the four-game series against the Cubs on Sunday at 1:10 ET, with Tyler Mahle getting the start. 

The right-hander is coming off a loss in San Francisco, in which he gave up four earned runs on seven hits in a career-low 3 1/3 

innings. He'll go up against Cubs right-hander Yu Darvish, who is making his second start following a 10-day DL stint due to flu-

like symptoms. 

 

 

Reds prevail in G1 on walk-off walk in 11th 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

May 19th, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI -- In recent years for the Reds, Billy Hamilton has drawn criticism for not drawing enough walks. On Saturday, in 

Game 1 of a day-night doubleheader vs. the Cubs, Hamilton drew the best type of walk -- a walk-off walk. 

 

Hamilton's bases-loaded walk in the bottom of the 11th inning was the difference in a 5-4 victory over Chicago. The game was a 

hard-fought win as Cincinnati twice relinquished leads and missed big chances -- and the tilt also included a bench-clearing incident 

in the seventh inning. 

 

Facing Cubs reliever Justin Wilson in the 11th, Scott Schebler led off with a walk and advanced to second base on a single to right-

center field by Tucker Barnhart. Adam Duvall's walk loaded the bases with no outs for Hamilton. Cubs manager Joe Maddon made 

a mound visit to strategize and ordered an alignment with five infielders. 

 

Wilson didn't give them a chance to make a play, as he walked Hamilton on five pitches to end the game. 

 

"If he was going to throw a strike at me, I had to put the ball in play," Hamilton said. "It didn't happen that way, but it's kind of 

tough when you see a five-man infield and you see two guys playing up the middle. Then you start thinking a little bit in your head, 

like, 'Man, I've got to do something different.' But then you have to relax, have fun and he didn't give me a pitch where I could hit 

the ball. So I mean, they say walk-off and I'll take a walk to walk-off." 

 

Hamilton, who is batting .209 with a .304 on-base percentage, hit a one-out double to represent the go-ahead run in the bottom of 

the ninth, but Pedro Strop struck out Tony Cruz and Jose Peraza to force extras. In the sixth inning, after the Reds took a 4-2 lead on 

Scooter Gennett's RBI single and Eugenio Suarez's RBI double with no outs, they couldn't get a ball out of the infield. Hamilton's 

strikeout vs. lefty Randy Rosario ended that rally. 

 

The Reds were 3-for-10 with runners in scoring position, and they stranded 10. The Cubs were 1-for-16 and and left 14 on base. 

 

"It felt, even when we were winning the game, that we had missed a couple of chances -- one of those where we let some chances 

go by," Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman said. "We felt like that might haunt us, and sure enough, it did." 

 

Amir Garrett pitched the seventh and came away scoreless despite a leadoff walk. The benches cleared after Garrett became 

animated from the mound upon striking out Javier Baez. There were no punches thrown and no ejections. 

 

Despite still having a second game to play in the evening, Riggleman sent closer Raisel Iglesias to attempt a six-out save with a two-

run lead in the eighth. 

 

"I was trying to save some guys for the next game," Riggleman explained. "The option would have been to let Amir go a little 

further, but we've been wearing him out pretty good, so I just felt it was better to make the move there." 

 

On a 3-2, 98-mph fastball from Iglesias, Ian Happ led off with a home run to left field to make it a one-run game. It ended a 

scoreless streak of 9 1/3 innings over 10 appearances for Iglesias. Chicago kept the pressure applied with Tommy La Stella's pinch-



hit single. Anthony Rizzo evened the game with a two-out RBI double to center field to hand Iglesias his second blown save in 10 

attempts this season. 

 

It was the second time the Cubs tied the game. Chicago had knotted it at 2 against reliever David Hernandez in the top of the sixth 

when pitcher Kyle Hendricks crushed an RBI double to the center-field wall to score Happ. 

 

"With all the stuff happening during the middle of the game, we were up and then we were down," Hamilton said. "There were 

some things that happened during the game that got us pretty motivated. It was a battle. It's always going to be a battle when you 

play the Cubs. Just glad we came out on top in the end, and that's what it's all about. It's about winning." 

 

Reds starter Luis Castillo went five innings, stiking out four and walking five. 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

Gennett provides lead, twice: Cincinnati capitalized in the bottom of the sixth when Peraza led off and reached on shortstop 

Addison Russell's fielding error, followed by Joey Votto's four-pitch walk. Gennett, who already hit an RBI single in the first 

inning, rolled a seeing-eye single through the middle to score Peraza and snap a 2-2 tie. 

 

Gennett has a four-game hitting streak, during which he's 7-for-16 (.438). He also has hits in eight of his past 10 games to raise his 

overall average to .329. 

 

SOUND SMART  

Saturday's Game 1 win marked the Reds' first walk-off walk since a 10-inning, 7-6 win against the Padres on April 26, 2003, when 

Ruben Mateo was walked by Luther Hackman to score Adam Dunn. 

 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 

Garrett struck out Baez to end the top of the seventh and let out a scream on the mound. The often-animated Baez took exception to 

the excitement shown and approached Garrett. The two exchanged words, and the benches cleared. 

 

"It's just part of the game. He does stuff and nobody says anything," Garrett said. "You just have to take it. Guys pimp home runs 

off me all the time. I just take it with a grain of salt. I just have to come back and give it my all and try to get the guy out." 

 

HE SAID IT 

"It's a great feeling for me. Last year [with the Cubs], I came in when things were down by a lot of runs. To be in a ballgame and 

actually feel like you're battling for a 'W' is a great feeling. It's a different feeling." -- Reds reliever and former Cub Dylan Floro, 

who notched his first big league win with the final two scoreless innings 

 

"We had to save a couple of guys for that second game today, so nobody else was going to pitch. It was his ballgame the rest of the 

way, and he did a great job." -- Riggleman, on Floro 

 

UP NEXT 

Sal Romano gets the start for Game 2 of Saturday's doubleheader against the Cubs. He'll try to rebound from the short outing he had 

in San Francisco in a 10-7 loss, in which he gave up a career-high six earned runs over 2 1/3 innings. Jose Quintana will start for 

Chicago. 

 

 

Benches empty after Baez-Garrett confrontation 

Cubs infielder, Reds reliever downplay incident after game 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

May 19th, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI -- Reds reliever Amir Garrett got pretty animated after he struck out Cubs second baseman Javier Baez to end the top 

of the seventh inning. Baez took exception to Garrett's excitement, and that was all it took for the benches to clear in Game 1 of a 

split doubleheader Saturday afternoon. 

 

The Reds went on to win in the 11th inning, 5-4, on Billy Hamilton's walk-off walk. 

 

"To be honest, I don't control why he does it," Baez said of Garrett. "He can do whatever he wants. I mean, he stared at me and he's 

frustrated because I got a home run off him last year. Grand slam, four RBIs. Right now, anybody can strike me out, because I 'm 

struggling." 

 

Cincinnati was leading, 4-2, when Garrett entered in the seventh and issued a leadoff walk to Kyle Schwarber and erased him with a 

Victor Caratini double play. Garrett fell into a 2-1 count against Baez, but got back-to-back whiffs for strike three. 



 

Garrett could be seen yelling in excitement from the mound, then stared at Baez, who approached him with some words of his own. 

Players on the field, as well as from the benches and bullpens, then intervened. Video showed the Cubs' Anthony Rizzo and Albert 

Almora Jr. leading the efforts to go after Garrett behind Baez. 

 

"I always play the game with a lot of emotion. Today was just one of those days," Garrett said. "It's always high when you come out 

and play against the Cubs. I love Javy Baez as a player. I love the way he plays the game as a player, but if you are going to dish it, 

sometimes you have to take it. That's how it goes. There are no hard feelings. It is over with." 

 

Exactly one year and one day ago, on May 18 at Wrigley Field, Baez faced Garrett and slugged the first grand slam of his career. 

Baez took a few moments to watch the ball carry before departing the batter's box in that game. 

 

"That's just how the game goes. He got me, I got him. We are even," Garrett said. "We are going to have plenty more matchups 

going forward." 

 

Order was quickly restored and no punches appeared to be thrown. Umpires also issued no ejections. Garrett was lifted for a pinch-

hitter with the pitcher's spot due up first in the bottom of the seventh. 

 

Baez is enduring a 2-for-18 road trip entering Game 2 of the doubleheader. Meanwhile, Garrett has thrived in a bullpen role after 

being a starter last year. He has a 1.35 ERA in 21 appearances. 

 

"[Baez is] getting really frustrated, and I talked to him about it. He's just frustrated," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said about the 

confrontation. "He had such a wonderful start, and he wants to continue along those lines." 

 

While Baez had players taking up for him, so did Garrett. Several got between him and Cubs players -- including imposing Reds 

bench coach Pat Kelly. 

 

"My team has my back 100 percent, and I love it, all the guys coming out like that," Garrett said. "It shows camaraderie, and you 

feel a sense of security when they come out like that. Nothing was going to happen. We weren't going to take it past fighting to that 

extent, because it's just not in the game." 

 

 

Reds honor Stowe with youth field dedication 

Late clubhouse manager worked for Cincinnati for 67 years 

By Brian Rippee MLB.com 

May 19th, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI -- The Reds and the Reds Community Fund honored the memory of a cherished member of the franchise's history on 

Saturday, hosting a ribbon-cutting ceremony for a renovated baseball field at Gilday Riverside Park on Cincinnati's West Side. 

 

Bernie Stowe Field was dedicated in honor of the longtime Reds clubhouse manager who worked for the team for 67 years, starting 

in 1953 at Crosley Field. Stowe was a ballboy for the '53 All-Star Game, and he eventually became the senior clubhouse and 

equipment manager. He retired in '13 and passed away in '16 at 80 years old. In '08, Stowe was given the Reds Hall of Fame's 

Powell Crosley Jr. Award, which honors staff members' extraordinary service and dedication. 

 

"It was just an incredible moment," said Charlie Frank, executive director of Reds Community Fund. "It was fantastic to be with the 

Stowe family and be able to celebrate Bernie's legacy." 

 

Over 20 members of the Stowe family were on hand for the ceremony. 

 

The threefold complex received numerous upgrades and additions, including new dugouts, a scoreboard with Stowe's likeness on it, 

a covered seating area, fencing, a concession building and a mural boasting some of the highlights of Stowe's career. 

 

The complex is home to the St. William Athletic Association and Holy Family Catholic School, where Stowe attended elementary 

school. 

 

Cincinnati Reds 

✔ 

@Reds 

 The Reds and the Reds Community Fund this morning honored long-time clubhouse manager Bernie Stowe by dedicating a newly 

renovated field in his name at Gilday Riverside Park. Bernie's sons, Rick and Mark, were joined by Joe Morgan and Johnny Bench 

for the festivities. #PlayBall 



 

11:25 AM - May 19, 2018 

 

"This project was really an enjoyable and fascinating experience," Frank said. "It speaks to how much people care about the Stowe 

family and was the culmination of a really exciting eight to 10 month process." 

 

A host of Reds greats and front-office members were in attendance, including home clubhouse manager Rick Stowe and his brother 

and visiting clubhouse manager Mark Stowe, Hall of Famers Joe Morgan and Johnny Bench, CEO Bob Castellini, chief operating 

officer Phil Castellini and broadcaster Marty Brennaman. Mayor John Cranley was also in attendance. 

 

"You hear stories of what Bernie meant to the 1975, 1976 and 1990 Reds. He was just the glue when the team was at home. You can 

certainly see that through the way Rick and Mark carry themselves," Frank said. 

 

The dedication was held in conjunction with Reds Play Ball weekend as part of Major League Baseball's initiative that celebrates 

youth baseball and softball in all its forms. 

 

A couple of local youth teams who will use the field were present to check out their new confines. 

 

"I think the kids were in awe," Frank said. "To have all of these amenities, like a working scoreboard and a dugout that has ball 

racks, bat racks and helmet racks, the kids were running around with a tremendous amount of excitement. They are going to be able 

to use this field for many years to come." 

 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
 

Cincinnati Reds shut down by Jose Quintana, Sal Romano hit hard in loss to Chicago Cubs 

Bobby Nightengale, bnightengale@enquirer.com  

Published 10:28 p.m. ET May 19, 2018 | Updated 11:41 p.m. ET May 19, 2018 

 

Scooter Gennett, the Reds’ second baseman, looked back over his right shoulder, sprinting into the outfield and trying to track the 

baseball like a receiver catches a fade pass. 

 

Nearing the right-field line, Gennett touched the ball with his glove but he couldn’t secure the catch as he fell into the outfield grass. 

By the time he ran down the ball afterward, Chicago Cubs outfielder Jason Heyward was running into third base with a three-run 

triple. 

 

It was the dagger that knocked out the Reds in a 10-0 blowout loss in the second game of Saturday’s doubleheader at Great 

American Ball Park. 

 

“That was an extraordinary effort by Scooter," Reds Interim Manager Jim Riggleman said. "I think (right fielder Jesse Winker) 

must've broke back on the ball a little bit because that’s his ball. Scooter went a long way to get it. That’s kind of a momentum 

changer there.” 

 

Following an emotional, extra-inning win against the Cubs in the afternoon, there was nothing left for the nightcap in front of 

26,082 fans which featured large pockets of Cubs fans. 

 

Heyward’s bases-clearing triple was a part of a five-run inning against Reds starting pitcher Sal Romano. Earlier in the fifth inning, 

Anthony Rizzo smacked a two-run double down the right-field line. 

 

With a taxed bullpen from the first game of the doubleheader, Romano had to pitch through his struggles. He issued six walks. He 

gave up a solo home run to Ian Happ in the fourth inning, a laser to right field, and another run in the third. 

 

Against Romano, the Cubs (24-19) had the leadoff hitter reach base in each inning. Ben Zobrist actually led off five innings, 

showcasing how much the Cubs worked through their lineup.  

 

"The fastball location was brutal," Romano said. "When you walk six guys in the big leagues you are going to get hurt.” 

 

The first two batters in the Cubs' lineup – Zobrist and Tommy La Stella – combined for five hits, two walks and three runs.  

 

It's the second straight start that Romano has allowed six or more runs. He was lifted after 2 1/3 innings in his last start against the 

San Francisco Giants.  

 



"They are seeing, not just Sal, but they are seeing our starters the third time in the lineup in the fourth and fifth inning," Riggleman 

said. "That’s not a good recipe for success. If they get that many looks at you, they’re eventually going to get you." 

 

As much as Romano struggled – he gave up a career-high seven runs on six hits in five innings – the Reds (16-31) couldn’t create 

any offense against a left-handed pitcher for the second straight night. 

 

They failed to have a runner reach third base.  

 

Jose Quintana, entering Saturday with a 5.23 ERA, only gave up one hit in seven scoreless innings. He struck out seven and forced 

several softly hit ground balls. The only time he didn’t look overpowering was when Adam Duvall was in the batter's box, walking 

Duvall three times. 

 

"The left-handers have been tough on us and we have to do a better job," Riggleman said. 

 

Scott Schebler recorded the Reds’ first hit in the fifth inning. Three pitches later and Quintana was out of the inning by inducing a 

double play. 

 

The Reds were held to two hits Friday against Cubs left-hander Jon Lester in an 8-1 loss. Saturday night was the sixth time they 

were shutout this season. 

 

 

Billy Hamilton draws bases-loaded walk-off walk, Cincinnati Reds top Cubs in 11 innings 

Bobby Nightengale, bnightengale@enquirer.com  

Published 4:54 p.m. ET May 19, 2018 | Updated 6:31 p.m. ET May 19, 2018 

 

Several innings after the benches cleared because of tempers flaring, the Reds rushed out of the dugout once again in the bottom of 

the 11th inning to celebrate a 5-4 victory when Billy Hamilton drew a bases-loaded walk. 

 

Chicago Cubs reliever Justin Wilson walked three batters in the 11th inning, walking Hamilton on five pitches for the literal walk-

off ending in front of 19,046 fans at Great American Ball Park in the first game of Saturday’s doubleheader. 

 

Wilson threw 18 pitches and only six landed in the strike zone. When Hamilton stepped into the batter's box, the Cubs moved to a 

five-man infield. Out of pinch-hitters, reliever Dylan Floro was in the on-deck circle.  

 

"If he was going to throw a strike at me, I had to put the ball in play," Hamilton said. Instead, Scott Schebler easily trotted to the 

plate for the game-winning run.  

 

There weren’t as many smiles and high-fives when the benches emptied earlier. 

 

Reds reliever Amir Garrett struck out Javier Baez to end the top of the seventh inning. Garrett let out a scream on the mound while 

Baez stared at him. Cubs manager Joe Maddon described it as a “Lion King type of a roar."  

 

Garrett and Baez exchanged words before Baez started walking toward Garrett, which prompted the benches to clear. A few players 

needed to be held back after some shoving but nobody was ejected. 

 

"I love Javy Baez as a player. I love the way he plays the game," Garrett said. "But if you're going dish it, you have to take it 

sometimes. That's just how it goes. There's no hard feelings there. It's over." 

 

It was the second time Garrett faced Baez in his career. Almost exactly a year to the day, May 18, 2017, Baez hit a grand slam 

against Garrett at Wrigley.  

 

"He got me, I got him," Garrett said. "We are even." 

 

Showing emotion after strikeouts is nothing new for Garrett. He enjoys pitching with energy.  

 

"The Lion King should be reserved for Broadway or possibly in the movie theater," Maddon told reporters afterward.  

 

The Cubs fed off the extra energy in the eighth inning after Raisel Iglesias replaced Garrett on the mound, erasing a two-run deficit. 

Ian Happ, a University of Cincinnati product, lined a full-count fastball into the seats in left-center field. Pinch-hitter Tommy La 

Stella followed with a single and scored on a two-out double from Anthony Rizzo. 

 



Iglesias appeared upset he didn't receive a couple of strike calls before Happ's homer. After one pitch that was called a ball, he 

looked away into the outfield for a few moments.  

 

It’s only the second time this season Iglesias has entered at the beginning of the eighth inning and he suffered his second blown 

save.  

 

Reds Interim Manager Jim Riggleman was hoping to use Iglesias for the six-out save to keep arms fresh in the bullpen for the 

nightcap.  

 

"It felt even when we were winning the game that we had missed a couple of chances – one of those where we let some chances go 

by," Riggleman said. "We felt like that might haunt us and sure enough, it did.” 

 

The Cubs certainly couldn't capitalize on their opportunities against Reds starter Luis Castillo. The right-hander had trouble 

controlling his pitches, issuing a season-high five walks in five innings. But each time he found himself in trouble, he knew how to 

pitch out of it. 

 

Pitching five innings, Castillo stranded nine runners. In addition to his five walks, he gave up six hits but only one run.  

 

"It’s always going to be a battle when you play the Cubs," Hamilton said. 

 

Scooter Gennett powered the Reds' offense with two run-scoring singles up the middle against Cubs starter Kyle Hendricks, both 

times scoring Jose Peraza.  

 

Joey Votto added a leadoff double in the fourth inning before scoring on a sacrifice fly from Eugenio Suarez.  

 

It all set up the team's first walk-off walk since 2003. 

 

 

Reds Hall of Famers Joe Morgan, Johnny Bench help dedicate field to Bernie Stowe 

Bobby Nightengale, bnightengale@enquirer.com  

Published 3:51 p.m. ET May 19, 2018 | Updated 9:21 p.m. ET May 19, 2018 

 

Joe Morgan flew from his home in California to make sure he could be at a youth baseball field on the West Side on Saturday. 

Johnny Bench, in town for a promotional event, changed his flight so he could stay one more day. 

 

With an opportunity to honor a member of their Big Red Machine family, a pair of Hall of Famers were a part of the Reds’ field 

dedication to Bernie Stowe, the long-time clubhouse manager who died in 2016, at Gilday Riverside Park. 

 

The three-field complex is home to the St. William’s Athletic Association and Holy Family Catholic School, where Stowe attended 

elementary school. Stowe, who started his 67-year Reds career as a bat boy at 12, received the organization’s Powell Crosley Jr. 

Award in 2008. 

 

Marty Brennaman emceed the event on his off day. Reds Hall of Famers Tom Browning and Ron Oester were in attendance along 

with the Stowe, Castellini, Williams and Nuxhall families. Mayor John Cranley, who attended St. William’s, was there.   

 

“It was unbelievable,” said Rick Stowe, one of Bernie Stowe’s sons who serves as a clubhouse manager for the Reds. “It was 

awesome. It really was.” 

 

Rick Stowe said he was approached last year about partnering with the city to fix up Gilday Riverside Park and put a plaque at the 

field with his father’s name. The ideas for the field only grew from there. 

 

Charley Frank, executive director of the Reds community fund, said the project totaled $175,000. The organization is still raising 

money but received donations from current and former players along with other sponsors. 

 

On the complex’s biggest field, the scoreboard reads “Bernie Stowe Field” at the top in white letters with a red background. A 

picture of Stowe is at the top, placed inside of the Reds’ logo. 

 

A concession stand was built with a picture of Stowe on the side. The Rosie Reds helped renovate the dugouts. There is a new 

backstop and fencing. They added shade over the bleachers. Frank said it was one of the biggest projects he’s seen in his 15 years 

with the community fund. 

 



“Everything they did, just a truly humbling honor,” Rick Stowe said, his voice choking up. “That was the thing, Charley Frank with 

the Reds community fund, came up to me and said Phil Castellini just kept going, ‘You know what, I want more. Bigger. More. We 

need to do this. We need to do that. Bigger. More.’ And they did.” 

 

Even with all of the amenities of the field, the Stowe family was grateful to see all of the support from the Reds organization. 

 

When Morgan heard about the dedication, he knew he wanted to be there. He flew to Cincinnati with the team from San Francisco 

on Wednesday. 

 

“I’ve always said that the Big Red Machine, it wasn’t just a team,” Morgan said. “It was a family like all of us. We’re still close. I 

talked to Bench two days ago, I talked to (Pete) Rose yesterday, I talked to (Tony) Perez. We talk all of the time because we’re 

friends. It’s more than just teammates. We’re close. So obviously, any time they honor him, me or whatever, we all figure it’s 

honoring all of us. 

 

“When I had my statue, everyone came. Everybody has always been here for everybody else. Bernie was a part of our group. He 

was a part of our family.” 

 

As soon as Brennaman was invited to emcee the event, he said he never gave it a second thought. Of course, he wanted to be a part 

of it. 

 

“There was nobody that ever crossed his path as a player or former player or anybody connected with the game of baseball that 

didn’t come away with the same feeling of respect and the same feeling of love for him,” Brennaman said. “He was special. He was 

really special.” 

 

During the ceremony, Morgan and Bench gave speeches, highlighting their relationships with a person they saw in the clubhouse 

each day. 

 

Morgan noted Stowe always talked about his family. He knew Stowe’s wife and kids before he met them. 

 

“He was just an excellent guy,” Morgan said. “We can go on and on, use any different superlative, but it basically boils down to he 

was a very nice guy. He controlled the clubhouse, though. He wasn’t just one of these guys just to go get this, go get that. He wasn’t 

that. That wasn’t Bernie. He was a guy that you had a lot of respect for, so a lot of times you go get it yourself.”  

 

Frank believes Stowe would shake his head if he was around to see a field named in his honor and his face on the scoreboard. 

 

But those who were around Stowe thought it was fitting that his name will help grow baseball in the Cincinnati area. 

 

“It’s neat to have on the west side of town for St. Williams, Holy Family and the kids around that area to play ball,” Rick Stowe 

said. “Especially on play ball weekend, you know. How cool is that?” 

 

 

Cincinnati Reds new GM Nick Krall had a front-row seat in the summer of Moneyball 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 2:13 p.m. ET May 19, 2018 

 

The Reds new general manager, Nick Krall, had a front-row seat the biggest change in the way baseball teams are run. Krall was an 

employee of the Oakland A’s the summer of 2001 when Moneyball, the bestseller by Michale Lewis, was written.  

 

The term “employee” fits because Krall’s job description changed a lot that year — grounds crew member, bat boy, front-office 

intern, Billy Beane’s secretary.  

 

I don’t know if Krall’s run as GM will be successful or not, but you’ve got to love his story. 

 

He’s like a lot of people in baseball. He got his foot in the door and was willing to do pretty much any job. Just look at the 2001 

season: Krall was 24. He had interned the year before for the now-defunct New Jersey Cardinals of the New York-Penn. The A’s 

job was a chance to work in the big leagues.  

 

“Let me start at the beginning,” Krall said. “I worked on the grounds crew during spring training. When the season started, I was the 

baseball ops intern all season. I was also the bat boy. One of the people got sick, so I was Billy’s secretary for a couple of months. 

 

“You got to see a lot of things go from (the front office) all the way down to the field. It was a great experience.”  

 



Krall has video evidence of his time with the A's. In actual footage used in the movie, Krall is seen running back and forth in his 

batboy duties. Moneyball chronicled Beane's attempt to compete with the big-market clubs with a small-market budget. Is there 

anything more small-market than having a front-office intern also serve as a bat boy?    

 

Moneyball was at one time controversial because it embraced sabermetrics over scouting. Beane, a one-time big prospect, rejected 

the idea of paying for potential over the numbers.  

 

It’s safe to say now that the Moneyball philosophy won.  

 

Pretty much every team has an analytics department now. In the Reds' case, 10 people make up the analytics department.  

 

Krall makes it clear he is not one of the analysts, and he wasn’t with the A’s. 

 

“The analytics guys, they’re 10 times smarter than I’ll ever be,” he said. “They did a lot good things. How they thought, they are 

very progressive. That’s something I learned. What’s new? What can we do differently? That’s what I feel like you have to start 

looking at.” 

 

That, to Krall, is what the Moneyball is. It’s not just crunching numbers.  

 

“Moneyball is more of a philosophy of finding the market inefficiency to help you create an advantage,” Krall said. “We did a 

tremendous job back then. Paul DePodesta, Billy, Dave Forst. They were awesome to work with back then.  

 

“I learned a lot. They did things that people did five years later, which was really interesting.” 

 

DePodesta is now the GM of the Cleveland Browns. He moved from the A’s to GM of Los Angeles Dodgers. Forst is the GM of the 

A’s. Beane has moved to executive vice president of baseball operations.  

 

It’s a similar arrangement to what the Reds have now. Krall is GM with Dick Williams as president of baseball operations.  

 

Krall was hoping to get to his current title that summer he was a bat boy/intern/secretary.  

 

“This is a job — there are only 30 of them — so you aspire to it,” Krall said. “But, at the same time, I’d rather win a World Series. 

That’s my goal. That’s everybody’s goal in sports. That’s why we all take these jobs. The scouts, the player development staff. The 

front office staff. That’s what we’re here for.” 

 

Transactions 
 

05/20/18  

Washington Nationals placed 2B Howie Kendrick on the 10-day disabled list. Achilles injury. 

 

05/19/18  

Pittsburgh Pirates recalled RHP Nick Kingham from Altoona Curve. 

Washington Nationals recalled Jefry Rodriguez from Harrisburg Senators. 

Washington Nationals recalled SS Adrian Sanchez from Syracuse Chiefs. 

Los Angeles Dodgers activated RHP Erik Goeddel. 

Los Angeles Dodgers recalled RHP Yimi Garcia from Oklahoma City Dodgers. 

Los Angeles Dodgers optioned SHP Pat Venditte to Oklahoma City Dodgers. 

Tampa Bay Rays recalled RHP Ryne Stanek from Durham Bulls. 

Tampa Bay Rays placed SS Adeiny Hechavarria on the 10-day disabled list retroactive to May 18, 2018. Right hamstring strain. 

Los Angeles Angels transferred RHP Matt Shoemaker from the 10-day disabled list to the 60-day disabled list. Right forearm strain. 

Los Angeles Angels optioned RHP Eduardo Paredes to Salt Lake Bees. 

Los Angeles Angels selected the contract of LHP Ian Krol from Salt Lake Bees. 

Kansas City Royals recalled SS Ramon Torres from Omaha Storm Chasers. 

Kansas City Royals placed 3B Cheslor Cuthbert on the 10-day disabled list retroactive to May 16, 2018. Lower back strain. 

Boston Red Sox sent RHP Hector Velazquez on a rehab assignment to Pawtucket Red Sox. 

Minnesota Twins sent 3B Miguel Sano on a rehab assignment to Rochester Red Wings. 

Minnesota Twins placed 1B Joe Mauer on the 10-day disabled list. Cervical strain and concussion-like symptoms. 

Minnesota Twins recalled RF Jake Cave from Rochester Red Wings. 

Atlanta Braves activated SS Dansby Swanson from the 10-day disabled list. 

Atlanta Braves optioned RHP Matt Wisler to Gwinnett Stripers. 

Texas Rangers placed LHP Matt Moore on the 10-day disabled list. Right knee soreness. 



Texas Rangers recalled RHP Ariel Jurado from Frisco RoughRiders. 

Chicago White Sox sent LHP Carlos Rodon on a rehab assignment to Kannapolis Intimidators. 

Pittsburgh Pirates optioned 2B Max Moroff to Indianapolis Indians. 

St. Louis Cardinals sent LHP Tyler Lyons on a rehab assignment to Springfield Cardinals. 

St. Louis Cardinals sent RHP Alex Reyes on a rehab assignment to Springfield Cardinals. 

New York Mets designated C Jose Lobaton for assignment. 

New York Mets optioned LHP Buddy Baumann to Las Vegas 51s. 

New York Mets recalled RHP Chris Flexen from Las Vegas 51s. 

New York Mets recalled C Tomas Nido from Las Vegas 51s. 

Philadelphia Phillies activated RHP Victor Arano from the 10-day disabled list. 

Chicago White Sox recalled 2B Jose Rondon from Charlotte Knights. 

Chicago White Sox recalled RHP Dylan Covey from Charlotte Knights. 

Chicago White Sox placed LF Nicky Delmonico on the 10-day disabled list. Fractured third metatarsal on right hand. 

Philadelphia Phillies optioned RHP Yacksel Rios to Lehigh Valley IronPigs. 

Milwaukee Brewers sent RHP Zach Davies on a rehab assignment to Wisconsin Timber Rattlers. 

Los Angeles Dodgers activated LHP Tony Cingrani from the 10-day disabled list. 

Los Angeles Dodgers optioned LHP Adam Liberatore to Oklahoma City Dodgers. 

Chicago Cubs recalled LHP Randy Rosario from Iowa Cubs. 

Colorado Rockies signed free agent RHP Braxton Lorenzini to a minor league contract. 

Cincinnati Reds recalled RHP Kevin Shackelford from Louisville Bats. 

Oakland Athletics placed LHP Brett Anderson on the 10-day disabled list. Left should strain. 

Oakland Athletics recalled RHP Ryan Dull from Nashville Sounds. 

Chicago White Sox optioned RHP Carson Fulmer to Charlotte Knights. 

 

 


