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Five-run 5th backs Anderson as Rox beat Cubs 
Lefty recovers from rocky first to record quality start, with 6 K's 
 
By Thomas Harding / MLB.com | Apr. 21st, 2018 
 
DENVER -- The Rockies have been relying on their pitching while waiting for the offense to heat up. On Saturday, it was 

starting pitcher Tyler Anderson who took time out from an effective night in his main job to spark the offense. 

 

Anderson drew a two-out walk with a runner on base against Cubs starter Yu Darvish, who was nearly unhittable to that 

point, with two outs in the fifth to begin a five-run rally that led to a 5-2 victory at Coors Field. 

 

"That's a big situation with two outs where a lot of times, personally, I make that out and the inning is over," said 

Anderson, who battled back from an 0-2 count to draw the walk amid his six strong innings on the mound, allowing two 

runs on six hits with six K's. 

 

DJ LeMahieu followed Anderson's walk with an RBI double, Gerardo Parra added a two-run single, and after a Charlie 

Blackmon walk, Nolan Arenado and Trevor Story each pushed in a run with a single and a double, respectively. 

 

Before the fifth, the Rockies had managed just one hit off Darvish, Arenado's single to right field in the fourth. Cubs center 

fielder Albert Almora Jr. had robbed LeMahieu of extra bases on a drive to deep center in the third. But in the fifth, the 

Rockies rallied in a way that has been unusual for them this year. 
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They entered Saturday's game leading the National League with 28 home runs, but were last in the league in batting 

average (.219) and 14th in on-base percentage (.290). But when Mike Tauchman drew a one-out walk from Darvish and 

Anderson received his free pass with two down, the Rockies suddenly had the patient at-bats that had been missing. 

 

"Like we talked about, stringing together hits, stringing together at-bats. We did it from Tauchman all the way down to our 

last out," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "That's what it takes. We haven't had that a lot this year. Hopefully that's the 

start of something big." 

 

Parra was in a 2-for-12 slump before an opposite-way, lefty-vs.-lefty single off Cubs reliever Mike Montgomery in Friday 

night's 16-5 loss to the Cubs, and he felt that re-set his swing. The single up the middle that provided the tying and go-

ahead runs confirmed his feeling. 

 

"I feel more comfortable at home plate, and when you have a situation like that [Saturday], you help the team win," said 

Parra, who previously was 0-for-9 with runners in scoring position this year. 

 

Story, who has taken criticism for his strikeouts (two Saturday, 30 in 22 games) but has six hits in his last 16 at-bats, with 

two doubles and four RBIs, said homers are nice, but innings like the fifth should happen consistently. 

 

"It's always good to have a big inning like that, especially against a guy like Darvish," Story said. "It hasn't been great 

offensively lately, but we put some good at-bats together." 

 

Anderson (1-0) trailed 2-0 on Willson Contreras' first-inning, two-run double on a mislocated changeup. But Anderson 

went with his fastball and hard cutter and didn't give up any more runs despite seeing the leadoff man reach in five of his 

six innings. He benefited from solid defense. 

 

"They were really aggressive yesterday, so you thought at first a little off-speed would be good, but they were on it," 

Anderson said. "So I figured, maybe change the game plan and attack." 

 

In the second, Cubs third baseman David Bote -- a Denver-area high school product (Faith Christian Academy) -- doubled 

with one out on the second Major League pitch he saw in his debut. But catcher Tony Wolters, who would later make a 
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strong throw to thwart an Anthony Rizzo bunt-for-a-hit attempt, caught Bote trying to steal third to complete a double play 

as Darvish struck out. 

 

In the top of the fifth, Arenado fielded a Javier Baez grounder and slickly tagged Almora, who was trying to advance from 

second to third, then threw to first for the double play. 

 

Jake McGee, Adam Ottavino and former Cubs closer Wade Davis (ninth save) quelled the Cubs after Anderson departed. 

 

UP NEXT 

Righty German Marquez (1-1, 4.34 ERA) was effective with his fastball-curveball mix in his last start, holding the Pirates 

to two runs and two hits in six innings. Now the Cubs, whom he will face Sunday in the series finale at 1:10 p.m. MT, have 

something to think about. After throwing his fastball 57 percent of his pitches in his first three starts, he threw it just 44.3 

percent of the time vs. the Pirates and thrived. The Cubs will start lefty Jose Quintana (1-1, 8.16). 
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Defensive gems by Arenado, Wolters spark Rox 
With Cubs mounting threats, Rockies get pair of double plays 

 
Thomas Harding /MLB.com | April 21, 2018 

 
DENVER -- Rockies third baseman Nolan Arenado figured he'd take matters into his own glove -- and his team responded 

during a 5-2 victory over the Cubs at Coors Field on Saturday night. 

 

With aggressive Cubs baserunner Albert Almora Jr. at second -- courtesy of a fifth-inning leadoff double off Tyler 

Anderson -- Javier Baez sent a grounder that required Arenado to stray toward the middle of the field. Almora figured he 

could dash to an uncovered third. But Arenado wouldn't allow it. He made the one-handed fielding play and tag, all in one 

motion, and had plenty of arm to throw out Baez at first base. 

 

The play held the Rockies' deficit to 2-0. The Rockies would rally for five runs in the bottom of the fifth against Cubs starter 

Yu Darvish, including an RBI single from Arenado. 

 

Anderson, who held the Cubs to two runs in six innings and struck out six, pointed out that Arenado and catcher Tony 

Wolters, who caught David Bote trying to steal third for a double play in the second, earned him four key outs. 

 

"They gave us two outs at third that were really big and helped keep momentum on our side with that one," Anderson 

said. "And then Darvish striking out and Tony making that play at third -- both of those. Anytime a guy goes from scoring 

position to off the bases, it's huge for us." 
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Desmond not concerned by slow start 
Veteran slugger hasn't found his 'feel' yet, but history suggests it'll come 
 
Thomas Harding / MLB.com | Apr. 22, 2018 
 
DENVER -- It's no longer about hand placement for struggling Rockies veteran Ian Desmond. It's about feel -- hands, 

body, swing, whatever -- and the feel isn't good right now. 

 

The numbers suggest that. He entered Saturday with a .153 batting average, did not start against the Cubs at Coors Field 

and struck out as a pinch-hitter in the Rockies' 5-2 win. After lowering his hands in his stance during the offseason, the 

hands have crept back upward in his search to find comfort at the plate. 

 

For now, all he has going for him is a track record that says he tends to struggle early. It also says he's capable of a 

turnaround. 

 

"As a hitter, I am all feel," Desmond said before going to the batting cage for his hitting routine Saturday. "I'm not 

mechanical. When I feel it, it's really good, and when I don't feel it, I'm not good, generally, and there's some grinding in 

between there. 

 

"So right now, I'm just looking for the feel and am less concerned with what the [mechanism] is. If I raise my hands up and 

I feel good, then I'm going to do that. If it feels good down, I'm going to do that. I'm just trying to find the feel and lock it in, 

and hang on to it as long as I can. But it's elusive right now." 

 

Desmond is part of an offense that entered Saturday last in the National League in batting average and next to last in on-

base percentage. The Rockies' faithful seems to have grown impatient with Desmond in the second year of a five-year, 

$70 million contract. He has hit .274 with a lower than expected seven homers and 40 RBIs while being limited to 95 

games by left hand and right calf injuries. 

 

Whatever is ailing Desmond -- a two-time All-Star and frequent postseason participant with the Nationals, Rangers and 

last year with the Rockies -- the expectations of a fan base that hasn't seen his star-quality production are not among 

them, in his mind. 

 



    

6 

 

"As much as I appreciate the fans coming out and buying tickets, I'm not worried about anything except trying to get that 

feel back," Desmond said. "If the feel comes back, that's all that matters. That'll take care of itself, period." 

 

Asked if he's feeling pressure regarding the contract, he said, "My sole focus is to go out there and win baseball games." 

 

Some of Desmond's confidence comes from the fact April has usually been his worst month, including a .236 career 

average (his average is .266 or above in all other months). Desmond was 1-for-15 during a four-game series in 

Washington, but in his last at-bat, he lifted his hands higher and hit a go-ahead homer off Sean Doolittle. But the feel 

didn't stay; he is 0-for-14 since. 

 

"Obviously, there are certain times of the year that are easier and harder," Desmond said. "By no means have I ever been 

a person who's going to lay April on fire throughout my career. So I need to identify: Is it the early season or is it the 

adjustment?" 

 

Desmond can rely on his between-games work routine and be patient, because he has done it before. 

 

"It could be one cage session. It could be five minutes from now when I go in the cage. I'm hoping that's the case," said 

Desmond. "Every day I hold out that hope. I know it's going to come back. 

 

"This is my 15th year in professional baseball. For 15 years, I've gone through this where it's like, 'Is it going to come 

back? Yeah, it's going to come back.' Then it does, and it's an afterthought." 

 

CarGo hoping to return soon 

 

Carlos Gonzalez, out of the lineup for the second straight day due to a right hamstring strain, took batting practice and is 

hoping to be back on the field soon. With Gerardo Parra facing a four-game suspension that is currently under appeal, 

Gonzalez realizes his condition has to improve soon. The cold, wet conditions don't help. 

 



    

7 

 

"That doesn't help my cause, but I'm trying to do anything possible to get out there as soon as possible," Gonzalez said. 

"But if you have issues with your legs, playing in snow or rain is not going to help. What's important is the team gets my 

best version." 

 

Parra looking to heat up 

 

Parra hopes his opposite-way, lefty-vs.-lefty single off Mike Montgomery in the eighth inning of Friday night's 16-5 loss to 

the Cubs is a jumpstart. Parra had gone 1-for-9 against the Pirates in three games and scuffled before the hit. 

 

"For me, when I hit it the other way, I'm back. I feel better," said Parra, who said he doesn't believe the pending 

suspension is affecting him. "That's my best point, taking it the other way." 
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The Morning After: Longmont native David Bote doubles in big-league debut as Rockies rebound with win over 
Cubs 
Plus, Arenado’s on a tear since returning from suspension and Bud Black’s thoughts on the fifth-inning hit parade 

 
Kyle Newman / Thedenverpost.com | Apr. 22, 2018  

 
After six-plus seasons in the minors, Cubs infielder and Longmont native David Bote wasted no time re-introducing 

himself to the hometown crowd in his first major league start on Saturday night, roping a double on the second pitch of his 

opening at-bat. 

 

“It was surreal — I got a good pitch to hit, put a good swing on it, and it got in the gap,” Bote said. “(Kyle) Schwarber told 

me if I didn’t swing at the first strike I saw, he’d yell at me. And (Anthony) Rizzo said, ‘You only get one chance to hit the 

first pitch of your career out of the yard.'” 

 

The Faith Christian graduate was called up from Triple-A Iowa earlier in the day to take the place of the injured Ben 

Zobrist at third base. 

 

He made his debut in the Rockies’ 5-2 win in front of family, including his father Bob Bote, who won five state 

championships at Niwot and is currently the coach at Standley Lake. 

 

And as the elder Bote explained, there were two particular turning points in the career of the 2011 Denver Post Class 3A 

player of the year that culminated in the infielder’s storybook second-inning liner to right-center. 

 

 First, after graduating from high school, Bote walked on at Liberty University (Lynchburg, Virginia), where he only spent 

one semester before transferring to Neosho County Community College (Chanute, Kansas). 

 

“They kind of buried him on the depth chart at Liberty, and so he said, ‘Dad, I don’t want to go back, I don’t really like it 

there,'” Bob Bote said. “So he found this J.C., and he went for the next semester and they went to the JuCo World Series.” 

 

His play at Neosho County resulted in Bote being drafted in the 18th round by the Cubs that same year, but he didn’t truly 

gain traction and confidence as a hitter in the minor leagues until several seasons later, with the Single-A Myrtle Beach 

Pelicans in 2016. 
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“The last six weeks of that season, he got to play full-time for the first time in the Cubs minor league system,” Bob Bote 

said. “He hit (.337) in the last six weeks, and he was the MVP of the league playoffs in which they were the league 

champions. 

 

“That was the turning point, when he got to play every day — he got into a rhythm, and he told me one day, ‘Dad, it just 

clicked. I just knew.’ And since then he’s been on a roll.” 

 

Bote finished 1-for-3 with two strikeouts on the night. 

 

Five takeaways from Saturday night’s game: 

No. 1 — In the two games since his return from a five-game suspension, Nolan Arenado — buoyed by reps and rest at 

extended spring training during his time off — is on a tear. The third baseman, who homered on the first pitch he saw in 

Friday’s 16-5 loss, is 5-for-8 with three RBIs in the series. 

 

No. 2 — After a couple uncharacteristic misplays on Friday night — including a throwing error that led to an unearned run 

— Arenado returned to Gold Glove form on Saturday, as highlighted by an impressive fifth-inning double play in which he 

corralled a sharply hit grounder a few steps to his left, tagged Albert Almora out and then threw on the run in time to get 

Javier Báez busting down the line to first. 

 

No. 3 — In his first win of the season, southpaw Tyler Anderson overcame a two-run first inning to give the Rockies the 

stable start they’d been lacking over the past couple outings. Since being shelled for seven runs in his season opener in 

Arizona, Anderson’s been dominant to the tune of a 1.99 ERA and 18 strikeouts over his last four starts. 

 

No. 4 — Wade Davis set the Cubs down in order to record his major league leading ninth save, just more proof that the 

three-year, $52 million contract the Rockies signed him to has been money well spent so far. The closer continues to rely 

predominantly on his fastball and cutter, using the combination of both in the seven pitches against his former team on 

Saturday. 
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No. 5 — Keeping the Cubs from hitting the long ball is one key for German Marquez and the Rockies to win Wednesday’s 

rubber match. Chicago is 0-5 when not hitting a homer this year while averaging only 1.8 runs per game in each of its nine 

losses. 

 

Quotable — Bud Black on the Rockies’ fifth-inning surge, started by a Mike Tauchman walk: “We talked about stringing 

together hits, stringing together at-bats. We did it from Tauchman all the way down to our last out (in the fifth). That’s what 

it takes. We haven’t had that a lot this year — hopefully that’s the start of something big.” 
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Tyler Anderson delivers quality start, Rockies’ offense explodes in fifth inning in win over Cubs 
After being dinged for a two-out double in the first, the Colorado southpaw settled in and gave the offense a chance to 
wake up 

 
Kyle Newman / Thedenverpost.com | Apr. 21, 2018  

 
Yu Darvish cruised through the first four innings of his Coors Field debut Saturday, and it looked like the Rockies’ faltering 

offense — which entered the game last in the National League with a .219 team batting average — was destined to have 

a quiet night at the hands of the Cubs’ ace. 

 

But in the decisive fifth, the Rockies’ offense awoke for the exact bat-around rally needed to jump-start them to a 5-2 win 

as southpaw Tyler Anderson also did his part by delivering a quality start for Colorado. 

 

“It was just a good team win in general,” Anderson said. “We battled, we hung in there, we put some offense together.” 

 

Down 2-0 entering the inning after Wilson Contreras’ double gave the Cubs an advantage in the first, the Rockies 

capitalized on three Darvish walks to plate five runs and chase him from the game. DJ LeMahieu, Gerardo Parra, Nolan 

Arenado and Trevor Story all had RBI hits. 

 

The fifth was partially enabled by Anderson, as the pitcher drew a two-out walk to turn the lineup over to LeMahieu, whose 

ground-rule double brought home the first Rockies run. 

 

“That was a big situation with two outs where a lot of times, personally, I’ll make that out and the inning’s over,” Anderson 

said. “To be able to extend it and get our offense going was really nice.” 

 

And on the hill, Anderson settled in after the two runs in the first inning, not allowing any more Cubs to score and striking 

out five after that through five more frames of work. He also worked ahead in the count with the fastball, and threw 17 

first-pitch strikes to 24 batters faced. 

 

“They were really aggressive yesterday so at first, we thought a little off-speed would be good, but they were on it,” 

Anderson said. “So we changed the game plan and attacked.” 
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Jake McGee, Adam Ottavino and Wade Davis then proceeded to silence the Cubs lineup the rest of the evening, the 

latest solid showing for a cash-infused bullpen that has been mostly nails through the first three weeks of the season. 

 

Davis picked up his ninth save, tops in baseball. 
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Ian Desmond’s “feel” at the plate is the key for Rockies’ $70 million man to reassume his all-star identity 
The outfielder/first baseman is hitting .153 with 21 strikeouts in 72 at-bats after a broken hand shortened his 2017 season 
 
Kyle Newman / Thedenverpost.com | April 21, 2018 

 
Denver has met Ian Desmond, the Rockies outfielder and first baseman who signed a five-year, $70 million contract 

before the 2017 season. But the city hasn’t come to truly know Desmond as a player, or at least the all-star the franchise 

was supposed to be getting after seven seasons of consistent production with the Nationals and Rangers. 

 
A broken hand limited Desmond’s numbers last summer. And the 32-year-old — out of the starting lineup Saturday 

against the Cubs — is off to a freezing start at the plate this season, hitting .153 with 21 strikeouts in 72 at-bats. 

 
He’s had a handful of impactful swings — four homers, including one in the ninth inning last Sunday to beat Washington 

— but for the most part he has yet to fulfill the high expectations he walked into. 

 
But the veteran said he has been through too much similar adversity throughout his 15-year professional career to change 

his routine because of a slow April, and emphasized he’ll continue to trust his “process” in the cage and in the batter’s 

box. 

 
“I’ve been in this spot too many times to count in my career, and I’ve bounced back,” Desmond said. “While I’m in it, it’s 

never fun, but I always know it’s going to come back. 

 
“Even though it’s bad right now, I know (my process) works, I know it’s worked in the past, and I believe it. When you’re 

going through something like this right now is when you really have to believe it, because you can really get sideways if 

you don’t.” 

 
Desmond hasn’t lost the faith of his manager yet either, as Bud Black noted he has “trust in the level of the mentality” of 

the veteran to correct his balance at the plate. 

 
“He’s a little bit in between — by that I mean, a little bit ahead of the breaking pitches and a touch behind the fastball,” 

Black said. “He’ll find his timing, and when he does, he’ll be the Ian Desmond that we’ve seen for eight-plus seasons.” 

 
But how does Desmond go about finding that timing? 
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It’s all about the elusive “feel” he describes as imperative to the hitting success that won him three consecutive Silver 

Slugger Awards from 2012-14. 

 
“Right now, I’m just looking for the feel and I’m less concerned with what the mechanic is,” Desmond said. “If I raise my 

hands up in my stance and it feels good, then I’m going to do that. If it feels good down (as done in spring training), then 

I’m going to do that.” 

 
As for the issue of groundballs, the outfielder doesn’t believe there are any flaws in his swing that have resulted in a major 

league-leading groundball rate (73.1 percent) and career low in line drive rate (7.7 percent), which also ranks last in the 

National League. 

 
“Looking at it throughout the course of my career, I’m a groundball hitter, I’m a line drive hitter — I don’t think I’m ever 

going to lead the league in launch angle,” Desmond said. “Obviously, when you come to Coors Field you want to take 

advantage of the altitude. But at the same time — and this is something I’ve been thinking about too — when I came here 

as a visitor, I didn’t have success because I wanted to hit all kinds of home runs.” 

 
To that end, Desmond embraces the veteran mind-set that one bad April — and the very nature of a sport rooted in failure 

— won’t deter an aggressive approach to each at-bat for a guy who admittedly does not like to walk. 

 
“When the feeling’s there, it’s there, and when it’s not, it’s not,” Desmond said. “Sometimes I’m swinging the barrel, and 

sometimes I’m swinging the handle.” 

 
Footnotes. Carlos Gonzales was out of the lineup for the second consecutive game with a right hamstring strain. Black 

noted that “he’s getting better. He’s better today than he was yesterday, so hopefully his return is imminent.”… Cold, 

wacky weather has affected many team’s schedules, and Black said it’s one of the worst baseball springs he can 

remember: “This April has been pretty harsh for the early-season schedule for a number of teams. It hasn’t affected us as 

far as postponements, but we’ve played at least a handful of games in weather that’s been awful cold.” 
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Return to the fold: Suspension over, Nolan Arenado homers in first at bat 
 
Nick Groke / Theathletic.com | Apr. 21, 2018 

 
Nolan Arenado returned to the plate on Friday night at Coors Field with a lot on his mind. Even before a tie the game in 

the fifth inning against the Cubs went on to become a landslide loss for the Rockies, Colorado’s all-star third baseman let 

some regret about the events from the week set in. 

 
“I just felt guilty not being there,” Arenado said of his return from a five-game suspension for charging the mound on April 

11 after Padres pitcher Luis Perdomo threw a ball behind him, causing a melee in the infield. “I felt like if they lost, it was 

because I wasn't helping.” Colorado was 3-2 in Arenado’s absence, hitting .170 with a .241 on-base percentage. 

 
Seven full days had passed since Arenado saw a big-league pitch. Antsy and ready to get back into the swing of things 

(pun intended), Arenado swatted the first pitch he saw from Cubs right-hander Kyle Hendricks for a two-run homer to left-

center field, giving the Rockies a 3-2 lead. It was the first and last time Colorado would lead, as Chicago put on a 16-5 

rout behind Javier Baez's four hits and four RBIs. 

 
“I was probably more nervous watching [the Rockies] from Arizona,” said Arenado, who spent his league-imposed time-

out in the corner at the Colorado's Salt River Fields complex in Scottsdale practicing with teenagers at extended spring 

training. “There were a couple of guys there that were like 16 or 17. That was a little weird. I felt really old, especially with 

my [27th] birthday coming up.” 

 
Arenado went 3-4 in his return, with two RBIs. However, the Rockies cannot live off his his desire to make up for lost time. 

The problems they exhibited on their frigid, seven-game East Coast road trip were multiplying back home in Denver 

against the Cubs. Jon Gray, the pitcher atop Colorado's starting rotation, survived just five innings on eight hits and seven 

runs (five earned) in Friday's loss. In five starts this season, Gray is 1-4, with a 4.31 ERA and 20 earned runs. He has 

survived going through six innings just once this season, and has given up five or more runs in four games. 

 
“I'm just trying to wait for this nightmare to end,” Gray said. “I'm making strides each time, but the results aren't there yet.” 

 
Gray gets by on an elite-level fastball-slider combo, however, neither worked well against the Cubs. In the first inning, he 

threw a 96-mph fastball down and out against Baez for a ball, then came back with a 90-mph slider in the zone, which 

Baez blasted 410 feet over the fence in right-center field. 
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For the first time in his career, Gray lost three consecutive games. Rockies manager Bud Black pegs Grays issues on a 

collection of loose screws, nothing outrageously glaring. “Jon has been a little bit inconsistent,” said Black. 

 
But there are numbers that scream for help. Opponents were hitting .344 against Gray's vaunted slider before Friday's 

game, and left-handed hitters had a .909 OPS against him. They were hitting .417 against him when he was ahead in the 

count. 

 
“I just have to find a way to get outs,” Gray said. 

 
Still, Gray's isn’t the only one on the Colorado roster who is having problems this season. The Rockies remain one of the 

worst hitting teams in the National League, batting just .219, last in the NL, with a .290 on-base percentage, better only 

than the Giants in the National League. Colorado also ranks third in the NL in strikeouts. 

 
“Maybe [we] swing and miss too much, but it’s been cold.” Arenado said. “The weather has been bad [in a lot of places]. 

It's not easy to play in that weather, in those conditions. I don't know if I would have done anything, either, in those 

conditions.” 

 
The 5-8 hitters in Colorado's lineup (Gerardo Parra, Trevor Story, Ian Desmond and Ryan McMahon) combined to go 3-

for-14 at the plate against the Cubs. Only McMahon collected multiple hits — the first time in his career he went 2-for-

something — but his single in the seventh and double in the ninth arrived well after the game had degenerated. 

 
“We're getting a hit here and there,” Black said. “But I'm getting tired of saying it. We need five or six guys swinging it.” 

 
With the loss, the Rockies fell to 11-10. They are 2-5 at Coors Field, the hitter friendly ballpark that is supposed to pad 

their numbers. But even with the benefit of sweeping greenbelt outfields in Denver, the Rockies rank 10th in the NL in 

home run average and 11th in OBP. 

 
“It's a matter of putting a game together,” Story said. “We've had some big innings. But they are few and far between.” 
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Anderson tosses 6 strong innings as Rockies beat Cubs, 5-2 

Associated Press / ESPN.com | Apr. 21, 2018 

 

DENVER -- Tyler Anderson has had plenty of success on the mound in his young career, so he was happy to contribute 

at the plate. 

 
And he didn't need to swing to help the Colorado Rockies rebound against the Chicago Cubs. 

 
Anderson pitched six strong innings and drew a key walk in a five-run fifth inning that led the Rockies to a 5-2 win over 

Chicago on Saturday night. 

 
Nolan Arenado had two hits to pace Colorado, which won despite not hitting a home run. The Rockies' 28 homers are tied 

for the major league lead but it was patience at the plate that gave them the win. 

 
"That's perfect," Gerardo Parra said. "We don't need a homer to win the game." 

 
Anderson (1-0) got his first win in five starts and tamed a Chicago lineup that had 16 runs on 18 hits in the series opener 

on Friday night. The Cubs managed just six hits on the night, two from Albert Almora Jr., who had four in Friday's win. 

 
Wade Davis pitched the ninth for his ninth save in 10 chances. 

 
Chicago's offense wasn't as potent behind starter Yu Darvish. He started strong but left with two outs in the fifth after 

allowing five runs on five hits and walking four. 

 
His third walk was costly. With two outs, a man on first and Chicago leading 2-0 Darvish walked Anderson on five pitches 

to extend the inning. 

 
"That was a big moment," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. "If he gets him we get out of that inning." 

 
DJ LeMahieu followed with an RBI double and Parra hit a two-run single up the middle to give Colorado a 3-2 lead. 

 

Charlie Blackmon walked, Arenado drove in another run with a single and Trevor Story's RBI double made it 5-2 and 

chased Darvish. 
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"That's a big situation with two outs where a lot of times, personally, I make that out and the inning's over," Anderson said. 

"To be able to extend it and get DJ back to the plate and get our offense going, it's nice not to be the out there that ends 

the inning." 

 
Darvish was cruising through Colorado's lineup before the walk to Anderson. The Rockies were hitless before Arenado's 

two-out single in the fourth. 

 
"I was going to throw strikes in there against the pitcher and it turned out my command wasn't there so I had the walk," 

Darvish said through a translator. 

 
For the second straight night the Cubs grabbed a quick lead. Almora and Javier Baez led off with singles and scored on a 

double by Wilson Contreras to make it 2-0. 

 
Anderson settled down after that and worked out of trouble in the third. The Cubs had runners at first and third with one 

out but Anderson got struggling Anthony Rizzo to pop out to second and Contreras to fly out to center. 

 

TRAINER'S ROOM 

Cubs: INF/OF Ben Zobrist was placed on the 10-day disabled list with back tightness, retroactive to Thursday. The Cubs 

recalled David Bote from Triple-A Iowa, and he made his major league debut at third base. 

 
Rockies: OF Carlos Gonzalez was out for the second straight game with a sore right hamstring suffered in Wednesday's 

game in Pittsburgh. He is not expected to land on the disabled list but he was given an extra day off in the cold weather. 

 
SWEET HOMECOMING 

Bote didn't have to fly in family to see him make his debut, they simply had to drive about 10 miles to see him man third 

base. Bote grew up in Longmont, Colo., 28 miles northwest of Coors Field, and makes his home in Thornton, just north of 

Denver. 

 
"I love that he's from down the street," Maddon said before the game. "I'm really happy that he gets to make his debut 

right here. His family can see it. It's awesome. I told him to just try to enjoy it." 

 
He doubled to the gap in right-center field on the second pitch he saw in the big leagues but was thrown out trying to steal 

third to end the second inning. 
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"I was just like, `Man did this happen? Did that really just happen?" Bote said of his double. "Just seeing my teammates 

on the top step cheering was really a cool moment." 

 
Bote's father, Bob, who is a renowned prep baseball coach in Colorado, and mother were in the stands. 

 
"It was special," Bote said. "Just to see his journey through everything, and my journey through it all. It's probably pretty 

rewarding. I can't wait to see him and give him a big hug." 

 
UP NEXT 

The Cubs will send LHP Jose Quintana (1-1, 8.16) against Colorado RHP German Marquez (1-1, 4.34) in the series finale 

on Sunday afternoon. 
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Tony Wolters on what happens when the Rockies  

Drew Creasman / BSNDenver.com | Apr.22, 2018  

 

DENVER – Colorado Rockies catcher Tony Wolters knows a little something about overcoming the odds. 

 

Managing to make the transition from middle-infielder to backstop, still looking to find a consistent stride at the plate, he 

has managed to make himself an indelible member of the clubhouse. 

 

He’s everybody’s little brother. 

 

Wolters does plenty between the lines to help the Rockies win games, though few of them show up in the box score. His 

athleticism behind the plate, familiarity with the young pitching staff, and ability to manage a nine-inning game have all 

benefited his club—as have each of his three base—in the nine games he has played. 

 

The Rockies are 6-3 in those games. 

 

Perhaps somewhat lost in the shuffle of everything that happened before and after it, Wotlers delivered the key hit in an 

eventual win over the San Diego Padres in the inning that famously saw a benches-clearing brawl. 

 

He tells BSN Denver that his primary goal has always been to be there for his pitchers and that he is just trying to simplify 

his approach at the plate. 

 

“Focus on the ball,” he says. “I just see the ball. I’m not focusing on the pitcher. My goal is to stay within myself and just 

relax.” 

 

But behind the plate, he has gotten a great view of the good and bad from this team so far in 2018. Clearly in the former 

category has been what he has seen from Adam Ottavino, which is pretty much what the rest of us have seen from Adam 

Ottavino. 
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“His line is there. He’s executing his pitches. He has a plan. He is doing his job. He’s doing a great job. And he is nasty. 

His stuff moving, it’s hard to catch. He makes my job easy and hard at the same time. There’s not much more you can say 

about him.” 

 

Ottavino is one of the few Rockies who has got it going early on though, most of the rest of the team still in search for a 

rhythm. 

 

“It’s the beginning of the season,” said an unconcerned Wolters. “We’re still getting the rust off. We still are trying to get 

our timing, our mechanics, everything, to be there. We haven’t clicked yet.” 

 

And he has all the confidence that they will. 

 

“Every team clicks,” he says. “We have one of the best teams in the league. Once we click, it’s going to be hard to get 

away from it. I think it’s just very important for us to stay level-headed. Take it one game at a time. Win as many games as 

we can until we get there.” 

 

It may be the oldest entry in the Giant Book Of Sports Clichés, but he’s right. You can afford to trade wins when you aren’t 

at your best because there will come a time when you will be at your best. 

 

“Once we get there,” says Wolters. “It’ll be fun baseball.” 
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Rockies Know What to Do With A Late-Inning Lead 
 
Tracy Ringolsby / Insidetheseams.com | Apr. 22, 2018 

 
The Rockies focus in the off-season was creating a bullpen that could work late-inning magic. They made a major 

investment to re-sign lefty Jake McGee (three years, $27 million), a right-handed set-up man to compliment him in Bryan 

Shaw (three years, $27 million), and a proven closer to replace Greg Holland in Wade Davis (three years, $52 million). 

 
Take those three and mix-in a revived Adam Ottavino, who after a battle with Tommy John surgery and a season to forget 

in 2017, is back and more dominating than ever, plus lefties Mike Dunn and Chris Rusin, and right-handers Scott Oberg 

and Antonio Senzatela, and the Rockies know they are in good hands. 

 
The payoffs are moments like the final three innings of a 5-2 victory against the Chicago Cubs at Coors Field on Saturday 

night. 

 
Tyler Anderson regrouped from giving up a two-out, two-run double to Wilson Contreras in the first to shutout the Cubs 

the next five innings, and also drew a critical two-out walk from Yu Darvish in the fifth that the Rockies turned into the five-

run, two-out, game-deciding rally. 

 
"That is big situation with two outs where a lot of times, personally, I make that out and the inning is over," said Anderson. 

"Instead we extended it and get DJ back to the plate and get out outfield going." 

 
That did get the inning going. In the end, though, what made it all worthwhile was the three-headed bullpen brigade that 

followed the script envisioned in the off-season approach to the roster. 

 
After Anderson recorded six outs against the final five batters he faced -- thanks to a Nolan Arenado-seeing-is-believing 

instigation of a fifth-inning double play -- McGee, Ottavino and Davis each supplied a 1-2-3 inning. 

 
"That is our strength," said manager Bud Black. "A big part of what happens to our season is how the bullpen guys are 

battled tested." 

 
It starts at the end -- with Davis. Davis moved into a closer's role in Kansas CIty in 2015 when Holland, then the Royals 

closer, was headed to Tommy John surgery. In three years on the job -- two with the Royals and one with the Cubs -- he 

converted 76 of 81 save opportunities and compiled a 1.65 ERA. 
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He hasn't missed a beat since joining the Rockies. 

 
He leads the major leagues with nine saves. The Rockies have won all 10 games in which he has pitched. And he has a 

1.95 ERA. 

 
While Davis has been critical to provide that late-inning closer, the revitalization of Ottavino has been a blessing. He was 

a solid reliever before the two-year battle with Tommy John surgery, but after his bullpen struggles a year ago an off-

season spent getting his approach back in order has made him dominate.  

 
The bullpen has never been a dominate factor for the Rockies, but it was a key part of their advancing to the post-season 

last year and has the promise of being even better this time around. Only six times in history has a Rockies reliever had 

an ERA below 3.30. This currently have four relievers with an ERA below 3.00. 

 
In the early going this season this bullpen had stepped up in two critical areas. It has limited baserunners, allowing what 

would be a franchise record 12.39 per nine innings, and it has struck out hitters at a potential club-record rate of 8.07 per 

nine innings. Strikeouts are critical for a bullpen, which often is asked to come in with critical runs in scoring position. 

 
Now, if the Rockies can get the starters to step up. Anderson has a team-best four quality starters. Chad Bettis, with two, 

is the only other starter with more than one. 
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Clint Hurdle (with an assist from Dave Kreiger) Reminds Us of the Strength of Keli McGregor 
 
Tracy Ringolsby / Insidetheseams.com | Apr. 2018 
 

My Friend Keli 

Friday was the 8th anniversary of Keli's passing. Still seems like yesterday to me. He added value to everyone he came in 

contact with. He impacted my life second only to my father. He was the brother I never had. I still talk with him. My life is 

better because our paths crossed and we took advantage of the time we had. I thank God for connecting us. 

God bless all the McGregor's. 

- Clint 

By Dave Krieger,  
Sunday, April 25, 2010 
 

The last time I saw Keli McGregor was in the Rockies clubhouse after their home opener a little more than two weeks ago. 

 

Baseball was back, the Rocks had beaten the Padres 7-0 before a sellout crowd, and McGregor was a happy man. As I 

walked toward him from the back of the clubhouse, he gave me a mischievous grin. 

 

"Is that shirt purple?" he asked. 

 

The illusion of objectivity still being marginally important in my business, I try not to wear purple to the Rockies or maroon 

to the Avs. Still, I had to check. 

 

"Maroon," I assured him. "Avs maroon." 

 

Advertisement 

 

McGregor was still grinning. "OK," he said. "Just checking." 

 

Many baseball people knew the Rockies president better than I did, but not too many knew him longer. I was a Broncos 

beat writer in 1985 when they made him a fourth- round draft choice out of CSU. I covered his first and only training camp 
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in Greeley. He didn't make an impact as a player - Dan Reeves cut him in the season's first month - and my only memory 

of him from that summer is that he was unfailingly polite. 

 

In all the years since, whenever I saw him, he would ask about the news business. When the Rocky Mountain News was 

on its last legs, I saw him at a luncheon at Invesco Field. He sat down with me, wanting to know every detail. 

 

Turnabout being fair play, I would ask him about the state of CSU athletics. He was dependably honest, glorying in the 

good times and suffering in the bad. 

 

An imposing 6-feet-7, McGregor was as fit at 48 as he was at 23 that summer in Greeley. This was just one of the factors 

that made his sudden death last week in a hotel room in Salt Lake City so shocking to everybody who knew him. 

 

He had many widely admired qualities, most of them detailed by family and friends at Sunday's heart-wrenching memorial 

service at Coors Field. But in pro sports, actual honesty is so rare and valuable, that's always the one that stood out to 

me. 

 

It was not just a personal quality with McGregor. As the leader of the Rockies' management team, he helped make it an 

institutional quality at Coors Field. And it had a lot to do with the Rockies' renaissance. 

 

I have never covered another management team as willing to own up to its mistakes as McGregor, general manager Dan 

O'Dowd and former manager Clint Hurdle. By applying the same standard of accountability to themselves that they 

demanded of their players, the same people that supervised failure were able to turn it into success. 

 

"He gave me the understanding of integrity and honesty," Hurdle said of McGregor at Sunday's service. 

 

"Sometimes honesty is difficult, sometimes honesty is painful and sometimes honesty is uncomfortable. Despite these 

temporary feelings of discomfort, we must make honesty the hallmark of all our relationships. If not, we invite needless 

suffering into our lives. 
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"Honesty has a beautiful and refreshing simplicity about it. No hidden meanings. No hidden agendas. As honesty and 

integrity characterize our lives there will be no need to manipulate others. And this is Keli McGregor - honesty and 

integrity from the time he woke up to the time he went to sleep." 

 

I probably can't convey how unusual this viewpoint is in pro sports today. Spin is the accepted standard. I've covered 

people for years who have never admitted a mistake publicly. For several years there in the mid-aughts, admitting 

mistakes is pretty much all Rockies management did. It produced a humility that was true. 

 

"There was no topic that was off limits," Hurdle said of his conversations with McGregor. "I tried to get him involved in 

baseball game strategy. Keli said he wasn't qualified. I looked him in the eye and said, 'Neither am I, but I'm the manager.' 

We laughed over that one quite frequently. 

 

"We challenged each other to be uncommon. Not common men, but uncommon. To truly make a difference. To create 

separation. To not be like everybody else. To not accept mediocrity. OK is not good enough." 

 

Of the many images that remain of McGregor, the one I hold in my mind's eye is his two-fisted, two-armed embrace of 

Hurdle after the Rockies won the National League pennant in 2007. All their tough times together were rewarded in that 

moment. 

 

McGregor left a personal legacy that transcended sports, as the tearful tributes from family and friends demonstrated. But 

he also left a living professional legacy - a baseball club that turned failure into success by practicing his values. 

Thank you for making a difference in the lives of so many Keli. 

 

Now let's go make a difference today. 

Love Clint 
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“Surreal” Debut: Colorado native David Bote shines in The Show 
 
Jake Shapiro / Roxpile.com | Apr. 22, 2018 

 
DENVER – I walked into the Chicago Cubs clubhouse at Coors Field in Denver, Colorado after a 5-2 loss to the Colorado 

Rockies. As I finished a postgame conversation with former Colorado Rockie Eddie Butler, I heard a familiar voice. 

 

One of those voices you haven’t heard in a half decade but when you last heard that voice, it was a frequent one. You 

know, the voices of the people you went to high school with that you run into at the supermarket when you’re visiting your 

Mom for Christmas. 

 

I had that moment in the bowels of an MLB stadium of all places. 

 

“So glad you’re here,” a warm voice said. 

 

I turned around as I got a friendly tap on my back and before I knew it, I was hugging a man in a dirty blue undershirt. I 

discoupled to see it was Cubs third baseman David Bote who had tapped and hugged me. 

 

The same voice that helped advised my bat through legion ball, was now spelling former NL MVP Kris Bryant at third 

base. 

 

The son of legendary Colorado high school coach Bob Bote, David, made his MLB debut on Saturday in front of his father 

and the whole Bote brigade right in his backyard. 

 

Bote was born in Longmont, currently residing in Thornton, graduated from Faith Christian Academy and played legion 

ball in Boulder. If you’re looking for Colorado Baseball, he is wearing No. 13 in Cubbie Blue. 

 

The 25-year-old was drafted in the 18th round of the 2012 Draft. He spent four years in Single-A before a breakout 2017 

for Double-A Tennessee. His Southern League All-Star honor turned into an Arizona Fall League All-Star honor which he 

parlayed to a 40-man roster spot over the winter. 
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Most would’ve given up after two years in Double-A. 

 

“My wife said, ‘We didn’t stay in Single-A ball for four years for you to give up now,'” Bote remembered. “I was asked, 

‘Could you have been further in baseball if you weren’t married?’ I wouldn’t be here if I wasn’t married.” 

 

Rachel and Dave’s second child was born this offseason. Just like it always has been with Bote, his big league debut was 

a family affair. 

 

He left 32 tickets for family and friends, saying many more were also coming. The best part about being in Denver may 

not have been the 40,000 affable attendees but the less than 40 minute drive to his in-laws for his kids to get a pregame 

nap in after a long night. 

 

“It was midnight, I was about to go to sleep and I got a call from the farm director and Triple-A manager,” he recalled the 

message he got in his apartment in Des Monies. “I had a flight at 6 a.m. and was ready to play.” 

 

Play he did. 

 

Two pitches into his big league career—in his first at bat—Bote smoked a 91 MPH Tyler Anderson fastball 109 MPH off 

his bat for an opposite field double. 

 

 “Kyle Schwarber told me if I didn’t swing at the first strike I saw, he would yell at me. Anthony Rizzo said, ‘you only get 

one shot to hit out the first pitch you see.'” Bote said. “I was just like, ‘Man did this happen? Did that really just happen? 

And seeing my teammates on the top step cheering was a cool moment.” 

 

“He did a nice job, he made some really good plays at third base also,” Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. “I thought he 

showed himself pretty good today.” 

 

He had three assists and a putout playing third. 
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“The Cubs have always believed in me and I believe in myself,” Bote told Rox Pile. “Sometimes it takes longer, I’m not 

going to say I enjoyed every second of it, but it’s part of the process. It’s the grind that people talk about with every road to 

the bigs being different.” 

 

Bote watched from the Coors Field stands as a kid, admiring defensive players on the left side of the infield. He even took 

a tour once at 20th and Blake, which included a peak inside the visitor’s clubhouse. He joked he had already picked out a 

locker. 

 

It was him who was on the left side of the infield inspiring the next generation of Coloradans. And it was him, who was the 

big leaguer using that clubhouse for work that many tour for entertainment. 

 

Bote never had to help me with my swing. It’s the little things you remember about a person like a couple of soft tosses. 

Those little things—and a whole lot of talent—impressed Joe Maddon and the Cubs’ brass into making him the 19,218th 

big leaguer ever. The same determination he had to make his program better in legion ball, is the determination that 

carried him through seven seasons in the minors. 

 

But to have one of the first families of Colorado Baseball’s son make his Big League debut at Coors Field and start the 

show with a double? 

 

 “It’s God ordained,” as Bote put it. 
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Colorado Rockies prospect Peter Lambert continues strong start 
Prospect news and game results from the Rockies minor league affiliates from Saturday, April 21, 2018 
 

Jordan Freemyer /Purplerow.com | Apr. 22, 2018 

Colorado Rockies pitching prospect Peter Lambert continued his hot start at Double-A Hartford, pitching seven shutout 

innings in the Yard Goats’ 5-1 win over the Harrisburg Senators. Lambert allowed six hits and no walks in his seven 

innings, striking out eight. 

 

The right-hander and No. 4 PuRP, who turned 21 on Wednesday, now has a 1.69 ERA and 1.06 WHIP in his first three 

starts at Double-A, having allowed just three runs on 13 hits in 16 innings with four walks and 15 strikeouts. Continued 

dominance with the Yard Goats could put Lambert on the fast track to the big leagues, not unlike current Rockies Germán 

Márquez and Antonio Senzatela. 

 

★ ★ ★ 

Triple-A: Salt Lake Bees 8, Albuquerque Isotopes 6 

Raimel Tapia: 2-for-5, 2B, R 

Jordan Patterson (No. 14 PuRP): 0-for-4 

Tom Murphy (No. 11 PuRP): 1-for-2, 2B, R, BB 

★ ★ ★ 

Double-A: Hartford Yard Goats 5, Harrisburg Senators 1 

Garrett Hampson (No. 9 PuRP): 1-for-2, 2 BB, R, SB 

Yonathan Daza (No. 19 PuRP): 1-for-4, R 

Brendan Rodgers (No. 1 PuRP): 1-for-4, RBI 

Sam Hilliard (No. 17 PuRP): 1-for-4, R 

Brian Mundell (No. 13 PuRP): 1-for-4, RBI 

Dom Nuñez (No. 21 PuRP): 1-for-4, HR, R, 2 RBI 

Peter Lambert (No. 4 PuRP): 7 IP, 6 H, 0 R, 0 BB, 8 K 

 

★ ★ ★ 

High-A: Lancaster JetHawks 7, Inland Empire 66ers 4 

Forrest Wall (No. 16 PuRP): 2-for-5, 2B, R, RBI, SB 
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Colton Welker (No. 5 PuRP): 0-for-4 

Tyler Nevin (No. 12 PuRP): 3-for-4, 2 2B, 2 R, RBI 

Willie Abreu (No. 26 PuRP): 0-for-4 

Vince Fernandez (No. 28 PuRP): 1-for-3, R, BB 

★ ★ ★ 

Low-A: West Virginia Power 13, Asheville Tourists 2 

Ryan Vilade (No. 7 PuRP): 0-for-3 

Chad Spanberger (No. 29 PuRP): 0-for-4 

Ben Bowden (No. 20 PuRP): 1 IP, 3 H, 1 R, 1 ER, 0 BB, 0 K 

★ ★ ★ 

Sunday Probables 

Triple-A: Harrison Musgrave at Salt Lake, 1:05 p.m. MT 

Double-A: Parker French vs. Harrisburg, 11:05 a.m. MT 

High-A: Logan Longwith at Inland Empire, 3:05 p.m. MT 

Low-A: Lucas Gilbreath at West Virginia, 12:05 p.m. MT 
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Colorado Rockies 5, Chicago Cubs 2: Big inning powers Rockies win 
Tyler Anderson put together a quality start and the Rockies offense backed him up and got a win. 
 
Jordan Freemyer / Purplerow.com | Apr. 21, 2018 

 
A five-run fifth inning proved to be all the Colorado Rockies needed to snap a two-game skid and secure a 5-2 win over 

the Chicago Cubs at Coors Field. Starting pitcher Tyler Anderson gave up a two-run double to Willson Contreras in the 

top of the first, but that is all he would allow in six innings of work in which he surrendered six hits, walked two and struck 

out six. All of the Rockies’ offense came against Cubs starter Yu Darvish in the fifth. With a man on and two outs, six 

straight Rockies reached base, plating five runs that Anderson and the bullpen would make stand up for the win. 

 

Nolan Being Nolan 

Nolan Arenado set the tone for the rest of the night with this play in the top of the fifth inning. After a leadoff double from 

Albert Almora Jr. against Anderson, Arenado turned a Javier Baez ground ball into a double play. Almora Jr. would be the 

last Cubs hitter to reach base in the game, as Anderson, along with Jake McGee, Adam Ottavino and Wade Davis, shut a 

potent offense down. 

 

Walks Will Haunt 

The Rockies five-run rally in the fifth was set up by a pair of Darvish walks to Mike Tauchman and Anderson. Those walks 

came back to bite the Cubs as they were followed by an RBI double from DJ LeMahieu, a two-run single by Gerardo 

Parra, a Charlie Blackmon walk, an RBI single from Arenado and a Trevor Story RBI double, putting the Rockies up 5-2 

and in control of the game. 

 

Looking Ahead 

The Rockies will look to win the rubber game of the series tomorrow, with Germán Márquez on the mound against Jose 

Quintana. First pitch is scheduled for 1:10 p.m. Mountain time. 
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Big 5th inning pushes Rockies to victory against Cubs 
 
Aniello Piro / Milehighsports.com | April 21, 2018 
 

The Colorado Rockies defeated the Chicago Cubs, 5-2, Saturday night at Coors Field backed by a strong pitching 

performance from Tyler Anderson and a slew of offense in a single inning. 

 

Chicago got out to another quick start Saturday night, scoring two runs in the first inning. Albert Almora Jr. started the 

game with a single, which was then duplicated by Javier Baez. After Anderson (1-0, 4.32 ERA) retired both Kris Bryant 

and Anthony Rizzo, catcher Wilson Contreras smacked a double to center field to give the Cubs an early two-run 

advantage. 

 

After the first frame, Anderson settled into a groove and did not allow another run. He would go on to work six innings, 

allowing the two runs on six hits, striking out six and walking two. 

 

The Rockies offense, which has struggled for a majority of the season, was sluggish in the early going. Colorado’s hitters 

were sent down in order through the first two innings, and Cubs starter Yu Darvish dealt 3.2 innings of no-hit baseball out 

of the gate. For a while, it looked like the Rockies were heading towards another cold, poorly played April game, but an 

offensive rally in the fifth inning helped the Rockies even the series at a game apiece. 

 

Mike Tauchman, the Rockies backup outfielder, drew a one-out walk to get the rally started in the fifth. After catcher Tony 

Wolters flew out, Darvish (0-2, 6.86) walked Anderson to give the Rockies their best scoring opportunity of the night. 

 

DJ LeMahieu then stayed hot, by a ground rule double to center field to score Tauchman and give the Rockies their first 

run of the evening. Gerardo Parra then hit a two-run single to center field to push Colorado ahead, but the Rockies did not 

stop there. Charlie Blackmon, who has been batting third recently, earned a walk. Nolan Areando poked a single to left 

field to score an additional run. Then Trevor Story ripped a double to left field, scoring another Rockies’ run to give them a 

5-2 lead. 
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From there, the scoreboard read all zeros for both sides. The Rockies bullpen was able to lock things down and solidify 

the victory. Jake McGee and Adam Ottavino both worked clean innings before closer Wade Davis retired the Cubs in 

order to earn his ninth save. 

 

NEXT UP: The Rockies and Cubs will finish their series tomorrow afternoon at Coors Field. German Marquez (1-1, 4.34) 

will face-off against Jose Quintana (1-1, 8.16) with first pitch set for 1:10 p.m. MDT. 
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Update on Colorado Rockies top prospect Brendan Rodgers 
2015’s third overall pick remains one of the game’s future stars 
 
AsherFeltman / Minorleagueball.com | Apr 22, 2018 
 
When the 2015 MLB Draft came around, it was all about shortstops. Appropriately so, given the boon of players at that 

position about to take place at the major league level. Between Dansby Swanson, Alex Bregman and Brendan Rodgers, 

the three probable top picks in the draft were projected to take part in that wave. 

 

Almost three years later, none of the three have become superstars quite yet and one was even traded, the quickest any 

top baseball draft selection has ever been dealt. That player was the top pick, Swanson from Vanderbilt, going from the 

Arizona Diamondbacks to his hometown Braves. 

 

The second pick, compensation for the Houston Astros failing to sign Brady Aiken with the top pick in 2014, was Alex 

Bregman. Bregman beat Swanson to the bigs by just a few weeks in 2016 and slid from shortstop to third base in favor of 

Correa, with Jose Altuve obviously occupying second base. 

 

The Louisiana State product had a very good rookie year in 2016, a brilliant 2017 —.284/.352/.475, 4.1 WAR, 19 home 

runs and 17 stolen bases— and played a pivotal role in the Astros capturing their first World Series title. 

 

The third pick of the 2015 draft was the high school shortstop of the three, Brendan Rodgers. With the storylines Swanson 

and Bregman have provided in abundance, Rodgers, who was considered by many to be the elite prospect of the three, 

seems to have been lost a bit in the hype machine. 

 

But just a little bit, because we knew there would a bigger window to wait for the high schooler rather than the two 

Southeast Conference products. 

 

John ranked Rodgers, the Florida native who will be 21-years old until August, 16th on his 2018 list. Outside of Baseball 

America, he remains a top 20 prospect across the board and has his feet firmly planted in Double-A now. 

He began last year in High-A in the California League and did exactly what was expected of him. He succeeded. But 

beyond that, he dominated. He went above expectations to simply pull his weight, even as a 20-year old at Lancaster, and 
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absolutely crushed competition to the tune of a .387/.407/.671 slash line in 51 games, driving in 47 runs and hitting 12 

home runs. 

 

That was that for High-A, after proving himself in his 2015 rookie ball debut as well as in Low-A Asheville, where he spent 

the entirety of his sophomore 2016 campaign. 

 

He has began 2018 in Double-A, with eyes on a major league debut coming at the end of the year. Through no fault of his 

own, and no matter what kind of numbers he puts up, he is positively blocked on the Colorado Rockies depth chart this 

season. 

 

Nolan Arenado is not going anywhere, Trevor Story is controlled through 2021, but second base is more than likely going 

to be his for than taking soon. D.J. LeMahieu will hit the open market after the 2018 season, and even though he has 

been one of the Rockies’ best players the past six seasons, making all-star rosters in 2015 and 2017 and winning the 

batting title in 2016 with a .348 clip, Rodgers is waiting in the wings. 

 

That, and the Rockies have Arenado’s free agency looming in 2020 and long-term financial obligations to Charlie 

Blackmon, Ian Desmond and Wade Davis. 

 

All the signs point to Rodgers becoming the everyday second-baseman in 2019 at age 21. So far this season at Double-A 

Harrisburg, the prodigy is hitting .235 in his first 13 games. Last season, in 38 games at Double-A following his domination 

of High-A, he hit .260 with six home runs. 

 

Double-A is often the hardest level for minor leaguers, especially high school draftees, and there will be time for Rodgers 

to adjust. Along with his .235 average, he has clubbed a pair of home runs and also stolen two bases so far this season. 

He has struck out 13 times in the 13 games, and so far has played only shortstop after splitting time between short and 

second in 2016 and 2017. He’s walked just twice and improving his strike zone judgment will be the key to his 

development at the highest levels. 
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It is expected the blue chipper will heat up sooner than later and earn a call-up to Triple-A Albuquerque sometime this 

season, with a September call-up just as likely. From there, his future manning the keystone in the Mile High City is not far 

away. 

 


