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THIS DAY IN REDS HISTORY 

1963-Frank Robinson breaks Ted Kluszewski’s Reds career home run record with his 252nd home run in a win, 7-5, over the 

Pirates 

MLB.COM 
DeSclafani settles in for 5 innings in return 

Right-hander encouraged by strong finish to outing in loss to Rockies 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Jun. 5th, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI -- If Anthony DeSclafani's comeback start for the Reds on Tuesday at Great American Ball Park began like how it 

ended, it would have been a night worthy of celebration. But while there was no satisfaction gained from the a 9-6 loss to the 

Rockies, there was reason for optimism for someone who hadn't pitched in the big leagues since Sept. 28, 2016. 

 

After a two-run home run in the second inning by Chris Iannetta gave Colorado a 4-0 lead, DeSclafani retired 11 of the last 12 he 

faced. 

 

"I was excited to be out there," DeSclafani said. "I'm glad was able to compete. But at the same time, I'm out there competing. It's 

not Spring Training. It's not rehab starts. These games count. To go down, 4-0, after two innings, it's not acceptable." 

 

DeSclafani allowed four earned runs on six hits over five innings with one walk and five strikeouts while throwing 91 pitches. He 

was slated to be the Reds' Opening Day starter each of the past two seasons, only to be derailed by spring injuries. In 2017, a 

sprained ulnar collateral ligament in his right elbow wiped out the entire season, then a left oblique strain put him on the 60-day 

disabled list this year, the same injury that limited DeSclafani to 20 starts in '16. That was still a breakout season, as he posted a 3.28 

ERA. 

 

"It feels great to be out there again and competing with the guys," DeSclafani said. "Obviously, I wish things would have gone 

differently today. I know back in '16 I kind of came back and I was solid from the get-go. I would like to do that now. Tough one 

today." 

 

The game started ominously for DeSclafani. DJ LeMahieu led off with a single and Charlie Blackmon followed with an 0-2 triple 

down the right-field line, which Jesse Winker bobbled in the ball in the corner. Nolan Arenado then walked, and in a bizarre play, 

Carlos Gonzalez grounded to first base, where Joey Votto feigned a throw home but crossed paths with DeSclafani covering the bag 

and couldn't get the out as Blackmon scored. 

 

Trouble resumed in the second, when Ian Desmond led off with a single and Iannetta hit an 0-2 fastball the opposite way for his 

fifth homer. 

 

"[DeSclafani] has good stuff. He's got a good arm," Rockies manager Bud Black said. "He's got a good live fastball. He's got a good 

breaking ball. I like the delivery. We took advantage of some mistakes tonight." 

 

The Rockies did little against DeSclafani after that, however, as the mistakes were eliminated. His only blemish the rest of the night 

was a bunt single by Gerardo Parra, who was then caught stealing. 

 

"Maybe a little rust on him," Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman said. "Then I thought he really settled down. The ball was 

coming out of his hand good. I was very pleased with the results after the first couple of innings. … He looked like his old self." 

 

DeSclafani credited catcher Tucker Barnhart for noticing a mechanical adjustment was needed. 

 

"Tucker made a little suggestion to stay closed longer," DeSclafani said. "That made a better line toward the plate. I was getting 

later movement on my slider, two-seamer. Maybe a little extra life. I was missing some barrels as opposed to being rotational. 

 



"Three zeros are great. The fact that I can make adjustments and get results is definitely encouraging. That's what you've got to do at 

the big league level -- make adjustments from inning to inning. The fact that I'm healthy and can make those adjustments is 

encouraging. But I've got to put together better from the beginning." 

 

The Reds would like to think this was the first of many decent starts ahead for DeSclafani as he tries to get his career back on track. 

 

"We hope it's something we can build on and he can get to where he was a couple of years ago," Riggleman said. 

 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 

 

Schebler goes deep, again: Colorado lefty starter Kyle Freeland pitched 6 2/3 innings for the win and took a shutout into the fifth, 

when with one out, Scott Schebler put the Reds on the board by tattooing the first pitch he saw for a solo homer to right field. 

According to Statcast™, it left the bat at 110 mph and traveled 424 feet. Schebler has hit three homers over his last five games and 

eight for the season. 

 

Rally falls short: After entering the ninth inning down six runs, the Reds were able to get the tying run to the plate after a three-run 

rally against Rockies reliever Bryan Shaw, who started the inning but allowed five hits and recorded just two outs. With two runners 

on and the score 9-6, the Rockies brought in closer Wade Davis, who struck out Schebler on three pitches to register a save. 

 

SOUND SMART 

 

The last time the Reds notched 17 hits in a nine-innings loss was on Sept. 5, 1984, at San Diego, when both clubs had 17 and 

Cincinnati fell, 15-11. 

 

YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 

 

CarGo goes deeper than Schebler: It was a rough night for two members of the Reds bullpen. Austin Brice allowed two runs in the 

sixth, and in the seventh, Wandy Peralta issued a four-pitch walk just before he gave up Gonzalez's three-run homer off of the 

batter's eye in center field. Statcast™ estimated the drive at 473 feet, the 16th longest in Great American Ball Park history and the 

longest since Statcast™ started in 2015. 

 

"Just unfortunate we let it get away from us in the middle of the game," Riggleman said. 

 

HE SAID IT 

 

"That's a good lineup he's facing over there. They're going to get you when you're not sharp. And when you haven't been out there in 

a big league game for a while, you've got a chance to not be sharp his first couple." -- Riggleman, on DeSclafani 

 

MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 

 

In the seventh with two outs, Winker was waved home from second base on a Votto single and was tagged as he slid into the plate. 

Umpire Brian Gorman called him out, but the Reds challenged, as it looked like Winker's foot may have touched the plate before 

being tagged on the back. But after a lengthy review, officials determined that the call stood, because it could not be definitively 

determined that Winker beat the tag. 

 

UP NEXT 

 

Sal Romano will get another crack at the Rockies when the series continues at 7:10 p.m. ET on Wednesday. Two starts ago on May 

25 at Coors Field, Romano was tapped for five earned runs and eight hits over 5 1/3 innings. His big mistakes were walking 

struggling catcher Tony Wolters twice, including once with the bases loaded. Romano will be opposed by Jon Gray, who got the 

win that day. 

 

Reds start Day 2 with college OF Spillane 

Cincinnati picks five right-handed pitchers on Tuesday 

By Brian Scott Rippee MLB.com 

Jun. 5th, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI -- After making their first three selections on Monday night, the Reds made eight more picks on Day 2 of the 2018 

MLB Draft. 

 

The Reds took Florida third baseman Jonathan India with the fifth overall pick to begin the draft, followed by right-handers Lyon 

Richardson and Josiah Gray at Nos. 47 and 62, respectively. 



 

Tuesday consisted of Rounds 3-10. Here is a pick-by-pick look at who Cincinnati drafted on Day 2 of the MLB Draft. 

 

Round 3: OF Bren Spillane, Illinois 

 

Cincinnati started Day 2 with Spillane, who hit 23 home runs, slashed .389/.498/.903 and drove in 60 runs in 50 games this season 

for Illinois. He struck out 57 times and drew 36 walks in 175 at-bats. Spillane was named 2018 Big Ten Player of the Year and is 

the highest-drafted position player in program history. 

 

"It has been an honor," Spillane said. "That is something you dream of when you get to Illinois, to go down as one of the highest-

drafted players." 

 

Spillane has plus power and has been a core producer in the Illini lineup. 

 

"I would like to shorten up my swing a little bit," Spillane said. "I think that goes hand in hand with strikeouts. Pitch selection is 

another thing. I know there will be a lot of good pitchers with good stuff. You are going to have to have a really good game plan 

going up there to be successful." 

 

Spillane was announced as an outfielder, but he played third base for the Illini in 2018, as well as right field during his freshman and 

sophomore seasons. 

 

"He is a very athletic kid," Reds vice president for amateur scouting Chris Buckley said. "We have seen him play first base and the 

outfield. He is definitely athletic enough to stay in the outfield in right or left and has big power. 

 

Spillane was also named Collegiate Baseball Newspaper's National Player of the Year. The slot value for this selection is $716,000. 

 

Round 4 (109th overall): OF Mike Siani, William Penn Charter School (Penn.) 

 

Siani is a University of Virginia commit with impressive speed and athleticism in center field. The left-handed hitter batted .361 and 

stole 19 bases in his senior season and was named Pennsylvania's Gatorade Player of the Year last week. He committed to the 

Cavaliers as a freshman. 

 

Buckley thinks Siani is the best athlete the club drafted on Tuesday. 

 

"He's been on the scene for quite a while now, so we saw a lot of him last summer," Buckley said. "We were thrilled he was still up 

there. He has a chance to be a complete player." 

 

Round 5 (139th overall): RHP Ryan Campbell, University of Illinois-Chicago 

 

Campbell went 8-3 with a 1.53 ERA in his senior season for the Flames. He struck out 68 and walked 19 over 94 innings while 

yielding 16 earned runs. Campbell has a heavy-sinking two-seam fastball that sits between 90-93 mph with a changeup and slider 

mixed in. His offspeed stuff is still developing and something he's been working to get more consistent with 

 

"I kind of mixed up my slider grip from the year before and I think my changeup may be better than my slider," Campbell said. "I 

feel like they have both gotten better with every start pretty much." 

 

The slot value of the selection is $382,900. 

 

Round 6 (169th overall): RHP Yomil Maysonet, P.J. Education School (Puerto Rico) 

 

Listed at 6-foot-2, 187 pounds, Maysonet is a right-hander out of Carolina, P.R., with a fastball that features good sinking action. 

Maysonet was named to Perfect Game's Puerto Rico/Canada all-region first team and is committed to Miami-Dade Junior College 

 

"He has been one of their more high-profile guys," Buckley said. "Big guy, good arm. His breaking stuff has to improve, but he is a 

young guy that wants to get started. Good body and good arm. We are excited." 

 

Round 7 (199th overall): C Jay Schuyler, San Diego 

 

Schuyler is listed as a catcher and hit .342 with seven home runs and 38 RBIs in 55 games during his junior season at San Diego. He 

struck out just 30 times and drew 24 walks. Schuyler is 6-foot-1, 195 pounds, and played mostly first base while batting cleanup this 

season. He has also played in the outfield. 

 



Round 8 (229th overall): RHP Matt Pidich, Pittsburgh 

 

Pidich is right-hander who throws a lot of strikes. He stuck out 99 and walked 26 over 91 1/3 innings in 2018. Pidich sits between 

89-92 mph with his fastball and also has a cutter, curveball and changeup, which is his best pitch. Pidich went 6-2 with a 3.05 ERA 

in 15 starts during his senior season. 

 

Round 9: (259th overall): RHP Andrew McDonald, Virginia Tech 

 

McDonald fluctuated between the rotation and the bullpen his first three seasons at Vriginia Tech before moving into a relief role 

full-time as a senior. He made 29 appearances and allowed 27 earned runs in 54 2/3 innings, striking out 67 batters and walking 27. 

 

"He came to our workout the other day and is quite impressive," Buckley said. "We knew we wanted to get him." 

 

McDonald is a Cincinnati area native and attended nearby Mason High School. 

 

Round 10 (289th overall): RHP A.J. Moore, Kennesaw State 

 

Moore anchored Kennesaw State's weekend rotation as a senior. He posted a 5-3 record with a 3.24 ERA, striking out 87 batters and 

walking 47 over 80 2/3 innings. Moore has a tall frame at 6-foot-4, 205 pounds, with a fastball that sits between 88-93 mph, as well 

as a changeup and a slider. He was a starter all four years while also making sporadic relief appearances as a freshman. 

 

Moore was the fifth pitcher (all right-handers) the Reds selected on Tuesday. 

 

"We got a lot of pitching today," Buckley said. "Usually, as you go deeper, some of those guys tend to wind up in the bullpen. But 

we think some of this group has a chance to start. We tried to round it out and be balanced." 

 

The Draft concludes on Wednesday, with exclusive coverage of Rounds 11-40 beginning on MLB.com at noon ET. 

 

How the Reds found their surprising slugger 

Gennett has slugged .544 in 2017-18, 10th best figure in MLB 

By Mike Petriello MLB.com @mike_petriello 

Jun. 5th, 2018 

 

Let's start with a simple list. Since the beginning of 2017, there have been 187 batters to step to the plate at least 600 times, or about 

six per team. If we were to sort those hitters by slugging percentage, you'd get the names you'd expect. Baseball's most feared 

sluggers are at the top. Jose Peraza and Billy Hamilton are at the bottom. 

 

It's a truly impressive list. You don't get to be on here by accident; you have to earn your way atop the slugging percentage 

leaderboard. Let's lay out the top 15, and you'll notice 14 well-respected sluggers … and one extreme surprise. 

 

Best slugging percentage in 2017-18, minimum 600 plate appearances 

1. J.D. Martinez, .676 

2. Mike Trout, .646 

3. Aaron Judge, .616 

4. Jose Ramirez, .594 

5. Giancarlo Stanton, .591 

6. Nolan Arenado, .585 

7. Charlie Blackmon, .579 

8. Bryce Harper, .573 

9. Freddie Freeman, .569 

10. (tie) Scooter Gennett, .544 

10. (tie) Jose Abreu, .544 

12. Ryan Zimmerman, .543 

13. Joey Votto, .539 

14. (tie) Kris Bryant, .531 

14. (tie) Eric Thames, .531 

 

Look at all those sluggers! Look at all those Most Valuable Player Award winners, record-setting home run heroes and residents of 

Coors Field. Look, also, at No. 10. 

 

10. Gennett, .544 

 



That's right, Gennett, who was claimed on waivers from Milwaukee barely over a year ago, who hit all of .279/.318/.420 in parts of 

four years with the Brewers, who is listed at just 5-foot-10 and 185 pounds, has hit like an elite slugger over the past two seasons. 

Eleventh best of 187 is the 96th percentile. It's star-level. It's a big part of why he just won May's National League Player of the 

Month Award. 

 

Gennett has outslugged Nelson Cruz (.529) and Josh Donaldson (.525). He's bested Mookie Betts (.525), Carlos Correa (.523) and 

George Springer (.518). This has been going on long enough that it appears we need to think about Gennett's historic four-homer 

game last June a little differently. It wasn't just a freakishly good night from a player with little track record of power. It was 

apparently a coming-out party. 

 

How in the world is that possible? Let's find out. 

 

The first thing you'd think is that because Gennett's rise to power prominence coincided with his move to hitter-friendly Great 

American Ball Park, that this is a story about a new home field. That's not really the case, though. While Gennett has indeed 

smashed at home as a member of the Reds (.311/.353/.586), he hasn't exactly struggled on the road, either (.310/.353/.509). The 

park may help a little with slugging, but it hasn't created the new Gennett, either -- and Milwaukee's Miller Park isn't exactly a 

pitcher's haven in the first place. 

 

To hear Gennett tell it, the change actually began in his final year in Milwaukee, thanks to Brewers assistant hitting coach Jason 

Lane, who played in parts of seven Major League seasons for the Astros and Padres. Lane encouraged Gennett in a 2016 batting 

cage session to change where his back foot landed on his swing, falling behind him (towards the backstop) rather than directly under 

him. This would have the effect of adding some elevation to a previously flat swing. 

 

"OK, that's kind of odd," Gennett recalled this spring in a conversation with MLB Network's Eric Byrnes about Lane's suggestion, 

"but I'll try it out. First swing i went, 'Boom,' OK, that felt a little weird. I did it again, and all of a sudden i'm getting true flight on 

the ball, because my front side is actually staying closed, I'm hitting behind -- boom -- and I've just rolled with that." 

 

Gennett didn't actually have a great 2016, hitting .263/.317/.412, but it was a step up from his .264/.294/.381 season in '15. Still, if 

you looked a little deeper, you could see the changes beginning. From '15 to '16, Gennett hit fewer grounders (45.5 percent to 43.8 

percent). He struck out more, but he walked more, too. Gennett's exit velocity increased as well, up from 84.5 mph to 86.7 mph. 

 

That was just the beginning. Once Gennett got to Cincinnati in 2017, the small changes became big changes. The grounder rate 

continued to drop; so did his chase rate. His hard-hit rate (balls hit at 95 mph of exit velocity or more) skyrocketed to 35.5 percent, 

which in '17 was as good as Francisco Lindor or Javier Baez. 

 

 
 

Scooter Gennett's hard-hit rate has increased enormously since he joined the Reds in 2017. 



This year, that hard-hit rate is up again to 39.2 percent, and while that's not exactly elite -- Gennett is never going to be a Joey Gallo 

or Matt Olson type, up above 50 percent -- it's above average, and the same or better than more noted sluggers Eric Hosmer, Correa 

and Bryant. 

 

It's important to realize what Gennett was actually saying about his work with Lane. He never said anything about "launch angle" or 

elevating or any metrics at all, but the effect was basically the same. By getting his bat more on plane with the angle of the pitch, 

Gennett has more room to square the ball up, hard and in the air. This is the way hitters work to improve, from the big obvious 

names like Justin Turner and Daniel Murphy to the quieter stories like Daniel Robertson of the Rays and the D-backs' Daniel 

Descalso. 

 

It's probably not fair to use the four-homer game as a breaking point, because Gennett was off to a decent (though not stellar) start in 

the two months before that, hitting .270/.308/.450. But with Wednesday being the one-year anniversary of the feat, it's a good time 

to look at the hitting leaderboards since then. 

 

Gennett has hit .318/.362/.562 in that span, which on a park-adjusted basis means he's been a Top 10 hitter. He's hit better than 

Harper, Blackmon or Manny Machado, and he's been doing it long enough, and with a clear enough swing change, that we can't just 

write it off as a hot streak. (Mostly. His .389 Batting Average on Balls in Play is the third highest in the bigs this year, and is 

unlikely to persist at that level. Gennett is also outperforming his expected Statcast™ metrics more than any other regular player). 

 

Even so, Gennett just turned 28 last month, which isn't too late for a breakout. Murphy's coming-out party began near the end of his 

final year with the Mets, at age 30. Turner's first great year came at 29, as did Jose Bautista's. Unlikely, but not impossible. Even if 

Gennett doesn't continue at this level, he should at least be solidly above average for the forseeable future. (At the plate, at least; his 

defense at second has never been graded well.) 

 

What this has all done, really, is give Cincinnati options. Gennett is due the remainder of his $5.7 million this year, and he has one 

more year of arbitration. It wouldn't be difficult to find contenders who would be interested in an offensive upgrade at second -- 

think the Angels, D-backs, Dodgers, Indians, Red Sox or even Gennett's old Milwaukee club, which has watched middle infielders 

Jonathan Villar and Orlando Arcia struggle for some time now. 

 

Or the Reds could commit to the Cincinnati native long term if they so choose. Fourteen months ago, Gennett was a free waiver 

claim, expected to be a backup at best. Now, he's a nearly certain All-Star. Gennett has hit like one of baseball's best sluggers. It's a 

good lesson that it's not that hard to find talented players. The real challenge is helping them let their talent shine through. 

Fortunately for the Reds, their division rivals in Milwaukee may have helped them do just that. 

 

DeSclafani activated, returns to face Rockies 

Reds right-hander to make first big league appearance since 2016 

By Mark Sheldon MLB.com @m_sheldon 

Jun. 5th, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI -- Right-hander Anthony DeSclafani, the Reds' starter for Tuesday's game against the Rockies, was activated from 

the 60-day disabled list. Reliever Jackson Stephens was optioned to Triple-A Louisville to clear a spot for DeSclafani on the 25-man 

roster. 

 

In order to get DeSclafani back on the 40-man roster, Cincinnati released reliever Kevin Shackelford, who had been pitching at 

Triple-A Louisville. The club also announced that Shackelford will soon be undergoing right elbow surgery. He will continue to be 

paid for the rest of the season and his rehab will be covered by the team. 

 

DeSclafani has been out since mid-March with a strained left oblique. He has not pitched in the Major Leagues since September 

2016. 

 

Stephens had a 4.20 ERA in nine appearances this season. Shackelford, who had a couple of big league stints this year after starting 

the season on the disabled list with a right elbow injury, was 0-1 with a 7.88 ERA in five games. 

CINCINNATI ENQUIRER 
Anthony DeSclafani OK in return but rough night for Cincinnati Reds in 9-6 loss to Rockies 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 10:31 p.m. ET June 5, 2018 | Updated 9:38 a.m. ET June 6, 2018 

 

Things could not have started much worse for Anthony DeSclafani.  

 

Single, triple, walk, single. He was down two runs before he recorded an out. For a guy making his first appearance in the big 

leagues since Sept. 28, 2016, getting through the first inning seemed like a reasonable goal. 



 

DeSclafani did better than that. He still took the loss as the Cincinnati Reds fell to the Colorado Rockies 9-6 before a crowd of 

21,944 at Great American Ball Park.  

 

DeSclafani, on the disabled list all year with a strained left oblique, ended up going five innings and allowed four runs on six hits. 

He walked one and struck out five. He threw 91 pitches, 55 for strikes. 

 

DeSclafani relished returning to the big leagues, but he wasn't happy with the results. 

 

"I was excited to be out there," he said. "I'm glad I was able to compete. But, at the same time, I'm out there competing. It's not 

spring training. It's not rehab starts. These games count. To go down 4-0 after two innings, it's not acceptable."  

 

All the damage was done in the first and second.  

 

All in all, it wasn’t a bad first step for DeSclafani, who missed all of last year with an ulnar collateral ligament strain. He retired 10 

of the last 11 hitters he faced. 

 

“Then I thought he really settled down," Reds Interim Manager Jim Riggleman said. "The ball was coming out of his hand good. I 

was very pleased with the results after the first couple of innings. He had thrown a lot of pitches, but the remaining three he 

minimized the pitches. He looked like his old self.” 

 

A tip from catcher Tucker Barnhart got the roll started. 

 

"Tucker made a little suggestion to stay closed longer," DeSclafani said. "That made a better line toward the plate. I was getting 

later movement on my slider, two-seamer. Maybe a little extra life." I was missing some barrels as opposed to being rotational." 

 

DJ LeMahieu started the game with a single up the middle. Charlie Blackmon followed with a line drive into the right-field corner. 

Jesse Winker could not pick the ball up cleanly. Blackmon cruised to a triple. 

 

DeSclafani walked Nolan Arenado on five pitches. Carlos Gonzalez hit a chopper to Joey Votto. Votto looked home. The hesitation 

allowed Gonzalez to beat out an infield hit.  

 

So 2-0, still no outs.  

 

DeSclafani controlled the damage from there. He got Trevor Story to pop out. Gerardo Parra hit a fly ball to left. Arenado forgot 

there was one out. He was at third when Adam Duvall caught it. Duvall threw to second to complete the double play.  

 

The rest of the damage against DeSclafani came in the second.  

 

Ian Desmond led off with a single. DeSclafani got ahead of Chris Iannetta 0-2. But his biggest mistake of the night came on the next 

pitch. He got way too much of the plate with a 92-mph, two-seamer. Iannetta got just enough of to get it out the opposite way to 

right, and it was 4-0.  

 

"I wasn't making the pitches," DeSclafani said. "I was 0-2 to Iannetta. You can't miss over the plate like that. That doesn't play. 

Maybe it had something to do with me being rotational. Keep a straight line to the plate." 

 

DeSclafani found himself from there. He only allowed one more base runner. 

 

"We hope we can build on that," Riggleman said. "That’s a good lineup he’s facing over there. They’re going to get you when 

you’re not sharp. And when you haven’t been out there in a big league game for a while, you’ve got a chance to not be sharp for 

your first couple.” 

 

DeSclafani was pleased with the end, but ... 

 

"Three zeros are great," he said. "The fact that I can make adjustments and get results is definitely encouraging. That's what you've 

got to do at the big league level – make adjustments from inning to inning. The fact that I'm healthy and can make those adjustments 

is encouraging. But I've got to put it together better from the beginning." 

 

The Red did not advance a runner to second against left-hander Kyle Freeland through four. 

 

Scott Schebler got the Reds on the board in the fifth with his seventh home run of the year – a line shot to right on the first pitch of 

the at-bat.  



 

The game got away from the Reds after DeSclafani left. 

 

Austin Brice gave up two runs in the sixth. The second scored on a bases-loaded walk to Freeland. 

 

Wandy Peralta followed and gave up three in the seventh on Gonzalez’s 473-foot, three-run homer to center.  

 

The Reds rallied in the seventh. Schebler and Jose Peraza singled with one out. An out later, Winker walked to load the bases. 

Tucker Barnhart singled in two runs, ending Freeland's night.  

 

Votto singled to left. But Parra threw to Iannetta to get Winker at the plate. The Reds asked for a review, and the call stood.   

 

The Reds added three more in the ninth and brought the tying run to the plate. 

 

“Just unfortunate we let it get away from us in the middle of the game," Riggleman said. "The effort and the intensity, I couldn’t be 

happier with the way the guys are getting after it. Sometimes, it’s the little things, running balls out, taking an extra base and that 

type of stuff. We did everything right. Uncharacteristically, our bullpen gave up some runs tonight.” 

 

Jonathan India learned he was drafted by Cincinnati Reds during his NCAA Regional game 

Bobby Nightengale, bnightengale@enquirer.com  

Published 6:41 p.m. ET June 5, 2018 | Updated 6:53 p.m. ET June 5, 2018 

 

Standing near third base in the fourth inning of an NCAA Regional game Monday, Jonathan India looked toward the section in the 

crowd with his family and friends. 

 

India, a junior at the University of Florida, knew the Major League Baseball Draft was underway as he tried to focus on the game. 

 

But when he peeked at his family, he saw them hugging. 

 

“I was like, ‘That’s pretty weird. I guess something good happened,’ ” India said. 

 

He knew it was definitely good news when he heard fans yelling congratulations on being drafted by the Reds. India was the fifth 

overall selection. 

 

“I’m trying to focus on the game and play,” India said, “and I hear that stuff, which is awesome.” 

 

There's the thrill of becoming a Top 5 draft pick and yet, India still had another game to play. 

 

Florida lost its first game Monday night before advancing to the NCAA Super Regionals with a 5-2 win over Florida Atlantic. India 

homered in the second game, crushing a pitch beyond the left-field bleachers, with the Reds’ scouting department watching between 

picks at Great American Ball Park. 

 

The Reds believe India, the SEC Player of the Year, can advance quickly through the minor leagues. Through 61 games, he’s hitting 

.360 with 19 homers and 47 RBI.   

 

Dick Williams, the Reds’ President of Baseball Operations, was in attendance when India hit a home run against Auburn right-

hander Casey Mize, the No. 1 pick by the Detroit Tigers. 

 

In a matchup between Mize and Florida right-hander Brady Singer (No. 18 pick by the Kansas City Royals), more than 60 scouts 

were in the crowd. The Reds had about five members of their scouting department there. 

 

India drilled the second pitch he saw from Mize into the left-field seats. 

 

“That was a statement,” Williams said. “To go up there with a full house, facing the best pitcher in the country. In the first at-bat, he 

hit a home run. That definitely made an impression on me.” 

 

India said he didn’t have much contact with MLB teams, choosing to focus on his season. His dad, John, served as his adviser. The 

Reds regularly had scouts at his games, including cross checker Greg Zunino. 

 

Williams said he met with Florida’s coaches when he was in Gainesville and talked with India’s parents. All of them mentioned 

India’s different mindset at the plate. 

 



“When he started to go the other way and open up the field, he started hitting with more authority,” Williams said. “He can still 

yank a ball down the left side when he needs to, but that's what we saw, a change in approach.” 

 

India has primarily played third base at Florida, but he mentioned that he was a shortstop his whole life until college. The Reds are 

confident he could play second base or the corner spots in the outfield too. 

 

Chris Buckley, the Reds’ Vice President of Amateur Scouting, said the Reds liked India as a prospect when he was in high school. 

They believe he’s a similar player to Nick Senzel, the Reds’ 2016 first-round pick. 

 

“Very tough, very aggressive kid,” Buckley said. “A real team guy. Their coaches, who we know very well, they just rave about the 

kid.” 

 

2018 Reds draft picks 

 

1 (5) Jonathan India, 3B, Florida – Versatile infielder with an advanced bat who could progress quickly through the minor leagues. 

 

2 (47) Lyon Richardson, RHP, Jensen Beach (Fla.) HS – Already signed with the Reds, he hit 98 mph with his fastball and 

possesses a solid curveball. 

 

CB (72) Josiah Gray, RHP, Le Moyne College – A developing pitcher, he dominated Division II hitters with an 11-0 record and 

1.25 ERA. 

 

3 (82) Bren Spillane, RF, Illinois – Power hitter returned from injuries to bat .389 with 23 homers and 60 RBI in his junior season. 

 

4 (109) Mike Siani, CF, Penn Charter School (Penn.) – One of the draft’s top defensive outfielders, a Virginia commit, is a fast 

runner and played two years with the U.S. under-18 National Team. 

 

5 (139) Ryan Campbell, RHP, Illinois-Chicago –  The Horizon League’s Pitcher of the Year ranked fourth in the NCAA with a 1.53 

ERA.   

 

6 (169) Yomil Maysonet, RHP, PJ Education School (Puerto Rico) – Committed to Miami-Dade Junior College, Maysonet features 

a strong sinking fastball. 

 

7 (199) Jay Schuyler, C, San Diego – Played outfield and catcher in college, he hit .342 this season with seven homers and 38 RBI 

in 55 games. 

 

8 (229) Matt Pidich, RHP, Pittsburgh – A 24-year old who missed a season with Tommy John, he struck out 99 in 91 ⅓ innings this 

season with a 3.05 ERA. 

 

9 (259) Andrew McDonald, RHP, Virginia Tech – A redshirt senior from Mason High, he posted a 1-8 record with a 4.45 ERA, 

striking out 67 in 54 ⅔ innings. 

 

10 (289) A.J. Moore, RHP, Kennesaw State – Struck out 87 in 80 ⅔ innings during his senior season, holding opposing hitters to a 

.202 batting average. 

 

Cincinnati Reds release Kevin Shackelford, option Jackson Stephens to clear roster spots for Anthony DeSclafani 

John Fay, jfay@enquirer.com  

Published 3:46 p.m. ET June 5, 2018 | Updated 5:45 p.m. ET June 5, 2018 

 

The Reds released right-hander Kevin Shackelford to clear a 40-man roster spot for RHP Anthony DeSclafani.  

 

RHP Jackson Stephens was optioned to Triple-A Louisville to clear a 25-man spot for DeSclafani, who will start tonight’s game.  

 

Shackelford is having elbow surgery. He will be paid through his rehab. He appeared in 26 games for the Reds last year and put up a 

4.70 ERA.  

 

He started this year on the disabled list (elbow). He made four appearances for the Reds before being optioned to Louisville. He has 

appeared in five games for Louisville and had a 3.86 ERA. He was recalled as the 26th man for the doubleheader with the Cubs and 

pitched three innings in Game 2.  

 

He has not pitched since.  

 



Stephens, 24, had a 4.20 ERA in nine games and 15 innings for the Reds.  

 

5-MAN BENCH? All the off days – the Reds have four from June 4 to 18 – afforded them the chance to go with a five-man bench 

and an 11-man pitching staff. 

 

“We discussed that a lot,” Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman said. “As of now, we’re going to take the approach of giving 

starting pitchers extra days as opposed to sending people down and sending a starter to the bullpen. We’re going to leave it as is and 

give some guys extra days. 

 

“How we use people in the next few days will determine that.” 

 

ONE YEAR LATER: Wednesday marks one year to the day from Scooter Gennett’s four-home run, 10-RBI game against the St. 

Louis Cardinals. 

 

In the last 365 days, Gennett has hit .318/.361/.562 with 36 home runs and 118 RBI. 

 

Cincinnati Reds Beat Blog: Which Reds could make the 2018 MLB All-Star Game? 

Bobby Nightengale, bnightengale@enquirer.com  

Published 1:52 p.m. ET June 5, 2018 | Updated 2:21 p.m. ET June 5, 2018 

 

The Reds have sent at least two players to the All-Star Game since 2009. It’s a trend that will likely continue this season if Scooter 

Gennett and Eugenio Suarez continue to play the way they did throughout May. 

 

With voting underway for the Midsummer Classic, here’s a look at how some of the players match up against their peers across the 

National League: 

 

Gennett, 2B: The NL Player of the Month, Gennett is hitting .342 with 12 homers and 41 RBI. There aren’t a ton of surefire MVP 

candidates in the NL and Gennett could probably make a case for a spot in the bottom of the Top 10. He should compete for a 

starting spot, based on the fan vote, against Atlanta’s Ozzie Albies (.263, 14 HR, 35 RBI) and Chicago’s Javier Baez (.270, 14 HR, 

45 RBI). Bobby's odds of making it: 99%. 

 

Suarez, 3B: Perhaps a little under the radar because of Gennett’s hitting, Suarez ranks second in the NL in RBI (44) despite missing 

16 games on the disabled list. If he had more at-bats to qualify, he would lead in the league with his .589 slugging percentage. 

Colorado’s Nolan Arenado and the Cubs’ Kris Bryant are the leading candidates to earn the starting nod. Bobby's odds of making it: 

85%. 

 

Joey Votto, 1B: A five-time All-Star, Votto has bounced back from a slow start to the year. Since May 1, he’s recorded a .419 on-

base percentage with two homers and 10 RBI. He’s probably in the next tier of All-Star first basemen candidates behind Atlanta’s 

Freddie Freeman and San Francisco’s Brandon Belt. Bobby's odds of making it: 30%. 

 

Jared Hughes, RP: He hasn’t allowed a run in 12 straight appearances and could be considered a longshot candidate, even if pitching 

for a last-place team will work against him. He owns a 1.11 ERA in 28 appearances. Bobby's odds of making it: 1%. 

 

The All-Star Game will be played July 17 at Nationals Park in D.C. 

 

ICYMI: The Reds selected Jonathan India, a third baseman from Florida, with their first-round pick in the MLB Draft. 

 

India is considered an advanced hitter and Reds President of Baseball Operations Dick Williams said he should move quickly 

through the minor leagues. Entering Monday, he had a .504 on-base percentage with 18 homers and 45 RBI. 

 

The Reds followed with two athletic, yet raw, pitchers with their final two picks Monday: high schooler Lyon Richardson and 

Division II standout Josiah Gray. 

 

I wrote about it last week, but the Reds will have a big decision to make soon: look to sign Gennett to a contract extension or try to 

trade him because his value is high. Gennett told John Fay he’d consider a move to the outfield if he signed an extension.  

 

“Would I agree with it? I can’t say I would or I wouldn’t at same the time,” Gennett said. “I definitely be willing to do what they 

ask.” 

 

Down on the farm:An update on all of the Reds’ minor league teams, plus a quick note on one pitcher or hitter at each level.  

 



Triple-A Louisville – Record: 20-33 (5th place of 5, 14 games out of 1st). Right-handed reliever Kevin Quackenbush, who was 

demoted near the end of April, has earned seven saves at Louisville in seven chances. In 16 innings, he’s only allowed one earned 

run and one walk while striking out 17. 

 

Double-A Pensacola – Record: 22-33 (5th place of 5, 11 games out of 1st). The Blue Wahoos had four games postponed or 

cancelled because of rain last week. Outfielder Aristides Aquino, who is on the Reds’ 40-man roster, is batting .242 with eight 

homers and 21 RBI in 52 games. He’s only hitting .158 against left-handed pitching. 

 

High-A Daytona – Record: 31-21 (1st place of 6, 3 games ahead). First baseman Ibandel Isabel, acquired in a trade for Ariel 

Hernandez in April, hit five home runs in a four-game stretch with 11 RBI. In 31 games with Daytona, he’s batting .248 with 10 

homers and 25 RBI. 

 

Single-A Dayton – Record: 29-26 (3rd place of 8, 7 games out of 1st). Catcher Hendrik Clementina was named the organization’s 

minor league hitter of the month, showcasing his power with seven homers and 20 RBI in 21 games during May. This season, 

Clementina has a .344 batting average. 

 

Prospect Watch:A weekly look at some of the notable prospects across the organization. 

 

Nick Senzel, 2B, Louisville (Ranked #1 by MLB.com) – Senzel returned to the field after missing nearly a month with vertigo. In 

his first six games back in the lineup, he’s 5-for-20 with four RBI, two runs and four walks. 

 

Hunter Greene, RHP, Dayton (Ranked #2) –  He earned his first professional win Sunday, giving up one run in five innings while 

striking out eight. After a slow start, Greene has started to find a rhythm. In his last three starts, he’s struck out 18 in 14 1/3 innings 

with a 1.88 ERA. 

 

Taylor Trammell, OF, Daytona (Ranked #3) – Since May 1, Trammell has failed to reach base in only one game. Picked to play in 

the Florida State League All-Star game, he’s raised his batting average to .304 and holds a .412 on-base percentage. 

 

Vladimir Gutierrez, RHP, Pensacola (Ranked #9) – Signed to a $4.75 million deal in 2016, Gutierrez has struggled to find 

consistency. From Havana, Cuba, Gutierrez owns a 6.75 ERA across 11 starts, striking out 49 in 54 2/3 innings. He’s given up at 

least four runs in five of his last six starts. 

 

Stuart Fairchild, CF, Dayton (Ranked #10) – A second-round pick out of Wake Forest last year, Fairchild has a hit in 15 of his last 

16 games. This season, he’s batting .304 with six homers, 35 RBI and 37 runs in 54 games. Plus, he’s shown his speed with 15 

stolen bases in 19 attempts. 

 

Friday's Reds game comes with fireworks and some Pops 

Madeline Mitchell, Cincinnati  

Published 11:24 a.m. ET June 5, 2018 

 

It was five years ago when neighbors John Morris Russell, conductor of the Cincinnati Pops Orchestra, and Phillip J. Castellini, 

president and chief operating officer of the Cincinnati Reds, crafted a tradition that is now in its fifth season at the Great American 

Ball Park. 

 

It all started over ice cream cones. 

 

Russell and Castellini lived on the same street, and when they heard the ice cream truck rolling down the way they went out to buy 

ice cream for their kids. 

 

"So there we are, sitting in the middle of the street eating ice cream cones," Russell said with a laugh. "He was talking about the 

Reds, and I was talking about the Pops, and we both came up with this idea: Why don't the Pops play at a ballgame? And we've 

been doing it ever since." 

 

Setting up the orchestra on the baseball field would produce a litany of logistical nightmares. Besides the challenge of quickly 

ushering 71 musicians onto the field with heavy instruments, there would also be the embers from the fireworks raining down, 

proving unsafe conditions for the musicians, and an intense echo from the speakers that would make it difficult for the orchestra 

members to hear each other. 

 

Instead, the orchestra is situated in a studio-like tent area near the family fun zone. Instruments arrive for load-in at the Great 

American Ball Park at 8 a.m. Friday. Immediately after the last out of the game, the music starts. 

 



The sound produced by the orchestra is picked up by microphones and blasted throughout the stadium. Cameras capture the 

musicians and display a live feed onto the video boards. 

 

And there are fireworks to boot. 

 

The last 20 minutes of the Pop's 35-minute post-game concert will be accompanied by a Rozzi Fireworks show, presented by Delta 

Air Lines. The Pops has worked with Rozzi Fireworks for as long as Russell can remember. The collaboration is most notable at the 

annual Fourth of July show at the Riverbend Music Center. 

 

When Rozzi is given recordings of the orchestra pieces, the company choreographs a show to go with the music. 

 

There is no final rehearsal with the orchestra. "When you see and hear it at that Reds game, that's when it all comes together," 

Russell said. "You'll hear a big splash of the cymbals, and at the exact same time you'll see this big exploding rose blossom in the 

sky." 

 

On June 8, the Pops will follow the Reds' Marvel superhero theme by pulling selections from the "Superheroes!" CD the orchestra 

recorded and released in 2013. Russell said the orchestra will perform themes from a myriad of superhero favorites, including Iron 

Man, Avengers, Thor and Captain America. 

 

“Hearing the Cincinnati Pops play live to the Rozzi’s post-game fireworks show is the perfect way to round out a night of live 

baseball before heading home,” said Castellini. “We are honored to have the talented musicians from the Pops and conductor John 

Morris Russell playing for our fans at Great American Ball Park.” 

 

The relationship between these two iconic Cincinnati institutions goes way back. Long before the firework show at the ballpark, the 

founding conductor of the Pops, the late Erich Kunzel, and the owner of the Reds at the time, the late Louise Nippert, were close 

friends. 

 

"The whole reason why the Cincinnati Pops wears bright red blazers whenever we perform around town or around the world, it's 

with an homage to Louise Nippert," said Russell. "Erich Kunzel wanted their blazers to have the same color as our baseball team." 

 

The orchestra plays at one Friday game per season. To see the Cincinnati Pops Orchestra perform at the Great American Ballpark, 

you can buy tickets to the Reds against St. Louis Cardinals game set at 7:10 p.m. Friday. 

THE ATHLETIC 
Anthony DeSclafani not content with moral victories in return to Reds 

By C. Trent Rosecrans  

June 6, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI – Anthony DeSclafani did his best to deflect any questions that cast a positive light on his return to the mound on 

Tuesday. 

 

He did it politely, but it was obvious. Any silver lining out he was given for his first regular-season start since Sept. 28, 2016 was 

swatted away with a reminder that he and the Reds lost 9-6 to the Rockies and he gave up four runs in the first two innings. 

 

“I’m glad I was able to compete. But, at the same time, I’m out there competing,” DeSclafani said following the team’s 40th loss of 

the season in 61 games. “It’s not spring training. It’s not rehab starts. These games count. To go down 4-0 after two innings, it’s not 

acceptable.” 

 

DeSclafani, sidelined since early in spring training with an oblique strain, gave up hits to three of the first four batters he faced in 

2018, with a walk sprinkled in for good measure. He’d given up two runs before he’d recorded an out. 

 

A double play bailed him out of the first, but then he gave up a single and a home run to start the second. 

 

He’d go on to retire 11 of the final 12 batters he faced – and the one runner (Gerardo Parra) who reached after Chris Iannetta’s 

opposite-field homer in the second was gunned down on a steal attempt by Tucker Barnhart for the first out of the fourth. 

 

Of those 12 outs recorded by DeSclafani, five were by strikeout, including two in the fifth inning. 

 

Barnhart told DeSclafani between the second and third inning he was opening up during his delivery. 

 

“That made a better line toward the plate,” DeSclafani said. “I was getting later movement on my slider, two-seamer. Maybe a little 

extra life.” 



 

Said Barnhart: “In any situation where you’re coming back or it’s Opening Day or whatever, it’s going to speed up on you. As a 

pitcher, if you speed up, your mechanics break down a little bit. I wouldn’t say his mechanics had a break by any means, but just 

getting a little fast and affecting all the traditional Disco movement of his pitches. There in the third, fourth and fifth inning, they 

were very much – if not normal – Disco.” 

 

Because of the long first two innings, DeSclafani had 91 pitches after the fifth inning and his spot came up in the lineup, allowing 

interim manager Jim Riggleman to go to his bullpen. Riggleman said he wasn’t planning on letting DeSclafani throw more than 105 

pitches, so pinch-hitting with him there was an easy decision. 

 

DeSclafani established himself as perhaps a building block in the Reds’ rebuild in 2015, his first year in Cincinnati. DeSclafani went 

9-13 with a 4.05 ERA in 31 starts as a rookie after being acquired in the deal that sent Mat Latos to the Marlins. 

 

He was named the Reds’ Opening Day starter in 2016 but suffered an oblique injury at the end of spring training that year. He 

returned to go 9-5 with a 3.28 ERA in 20 starts that season. 

 

He was again expected to start Opening Day in 2017, but never pitched a game in spring because of his elbow. 

 

He made three starts this spring before his oblique acted up again, although in a different part of the muscle. 

 

DeSclafani’s injuries have been from anything but negligence. He’s been in phenomenal shape each of the last two springs but has 

had some bad luck. He made three minor-league starts last year at the end of the minor-league season before continuing to pitch in 

instructional league games, only to feel fully healthy and ready once the Reds’ season ended. 

 

The oblique acted up again after three successful starts in spring. 

 

If anything, it was tougher for DeSclafani to slow down and not rush his rehab than work through it – that would be easy. 

 

“He’s a guy who has busted his ass to get healthy and it seems like there are even more speed bumps along the way,” Barnhart said. 

“Once he gets all the way healthy. He’s a really good friend of mine, not only a teammate, but a good friend, and to see him out 

there is really nice. 

 

“When healthy, he’s arguably our best pitcher. To see him healthy and to see him out there competing with no holding back and  no 

limitations, it’s really nice to see.” 

 

For everyone who thought the sight of DeSclafani on the mound was a win, of sorts, DeSclafani couldn’t join in their celebration. 

To him, he saw the L by his name and for his team. 

 

“Three zeros are great. The fact that I can make adjustments and get results is definitely encouraging,” he said. “That’s what you’ve 

got to do at the big-league level – make adjustments from inning to inning. The fact that I’m healthy and can make those 

adjustments is encouraging. But I’ve got to put together better from the beginning.” 

 

Q&A with Reds third-round pick, Illinois slugger Bren Spillane 

By C. Trent Rosecrans  

June 6, 2018   

 

The Reds took the Southeastern Conference’s Player of the Year in Florida third baseman Jonathan India with their first pick in the 

2018 draft and then started the second day of the draft with the Big 10’s top player, Illinois first baseman Bren Spillane. 

 

“Very athletic kid, we’ve seen him play both the outfield and first base, definitely athletic enough to stay in the outfield, probably 

right or left,” said Chris Buckley, the Reds’ vice president for amateur scouting. “Big power. He struck out some, but most guys 

with power do that. We’re very happy he was there.” 

 

Spillane wasn’t exactly happy to still be there. He’d been hoping to be selected in the first two rounds of the draft, held Monday 

night. But he didn’t have to wait long on Tuesday, taken shortly after the third round started at 1 p.m. 

 

A 6-foot-5, 215-pound right-handed hitter, Spillane won the triple crown in the Big 10 and was the first Division I player since 2009 

to slug better than .900. He hit .389/.498/.903 with 23 home runs and 60 RBI in 50 games. He struck out 57 times and walked 36 

times. He also stole 16 bases. 

 

The Athletic caught up with Spillane on Tuesday afternoon shortly after he was drafted. 

 



How has this all worked the last two days, were you just at home waiting, trying to figure out something else to do? 

 

Yeah. I had some family over and we just kind of hung around and watched. We’re keeping our minds off of it when it’s happening. 

 

So today, what did you do? 

 

Same exact thing – family came over and we were all sitting around eating. 

 

Luckily you didn’t need to find too much entertainment… 

 

Yeah, exactly, with how quick it was. 

 

How was this different than three years ago when you were drafted out of high school (34th round by Pittsburgh)? 

 

Out of high school, I wasn’t 100 percent sure what was going to happen. Obviously, you have a backup with school and stuff like 

that. This is a little different feeling – this is it, this is your best year to get going. 

 

Out of high school, did you have a draft slot where you were going to go pro or go to school if it was after that? 

 

There was a certain point if I didn’t go, it is what it is and I’ll go to school. 

 

In those three years, you’ve obviously had some success. What did going to college do for your development?  

 

It helped me grow mentally and physically. Obviously, there are physical adjustments to make and playing at a higher level, more of 

it was mental, I feel like that was a big part of it. Being able to deal with failure and being able to develop a game plan to succeed at 

a high level. In high school, a lot of good athletes can get away with just being a good athlete rather than being a good baseball 

player and knowing all the ins and outs of the game. 

 

Tough to measure how you grew mentally, but how did you grow physically? 

 

Out of high school, I was right around 210 and now I’m at 215. With that, I’ve learned a lot about keeping my body healthy. Early 

on in my career, I was pretty injury-prone. Since then I’ve learned how to take care of my body and be healthy on a consistent basis. 

 

You’d had success before, but this year was different. Was it one of those things where you just didn’t want the season to end? 

 

It was a lot of fun, just going throughout the year, you want to be up to bat as much as you can because it’s just a good feeling when 

you’re going like that. 

 

Were there many ebbs and flows? I didn’t look at the day-to-day results, but you can’t put up numbers like that and struggle much. 

 

There are times when you might have an 0-for-4 game, but bouncing back you know the ability you have and you’re confident 

going into the next day. 

 

I guess I would be too if I were hitting .400… How do you think that translates to the pro game? 

 

I feel like going off the confidence aspect and knowing your abilities and trusting your abilities. I feel like that’s something that 

takes a little time once you get to school to figure out, but once you get that ability going forward, that’s something you can’t lose 

and it helps being able to know what it’s like succeeding like that and also what it is to fail and being able to deal with both of those 

things. You want to balance out your highs and lows, that’s what makes you consistent. 

 

When you say have to know your abilities, what would you say those abilities are? 

 

Being able to hit certain pitches – knowing what you can do defensively and going out and executing that. 

 

You played first this year, have you played any outfield? 

 

I played third freshman year and right field last year and first base this year. 

 

Do you feel comfortable at all those places? 

 

Pretty much. 

 



I guess you could throw left in there, as well? 

 

Yep. All the corners. 

 

What are you looking forward to in pro ball the most? 

 

Developing with the best competition out there. Going from each level to each level, you’re going to face good competition, and it’s 

just a matter of competing with them and trying to help your team win. 

 

Where do you see your future defensively? 

 

I’ll show up and figure it out. 

 

The bat really put you on the map this year, how would you describe this past season? 

 

It was just fun, that’s the best way to describe it, playing with a great guys and going out there every day to compete. 

 

Did you look at the national leader boards during the season and see where you were? 

 

No. I tried to stay away from it. I didn’t want to put too much in my head at one time. 

 

I guess at the end of the season, you had to look? 

 

Yeah, it was cool. 

DAYTON DAILY NEWS 
DeSclafani rusty early in first start for Reds since 2016 

Reds collect 17 hits but lose series opener to Rockies 

By David Jablonski, Staff Writer 

June 6, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI — The Cincinnati Reds lost a game Tuesday while recording 17 hits. They hadn’t lost a game with that many hits 

since 1984. While it also seemed as if it had been just as long since Anthony DeSclafani started in the big leagues, the gap was only 

about 20 months. 

 

DeSclafani returned to the mound for the first time since Sept. 28, 2016. That was a victory in itself. If he had pictured the moment 

in his head throughout 2017, when he battled an elbow injury, and the first two months of this season, when he was sidelined with a 

strained left oblique, he wouldn’t have scripted what he experienced in the first two innings. 

 

In a 9-6 loss to the Colorado Rockies at Great American Ball Park, DeSclafani allowed four runs on five hits against the first eight 

batters he faced. 

 

“There’s no question I wanted to be back out there,” DeSclafani said, “and it feels great to be back out there and competing with the 

guys. Obviously, I wish things would have went different today. I know back in ‘16, I came back and was solid from the get-go. I 

would like to do that now. It’s just a tough one today.” 

 

DeSclafani held the Rockies to one hit in the third, fourth and fifth innings. He left after the fifth inning, having thrown 91 pitches. 

Charlie Blackmon’s RBI triple in the first and Chris Iannetta’s two-run home run in the second did the most damage. 

 

“Those first two innings were definitely not the way I wanted them to go,” DeSclafani said, “but I was able to make an adjustment 

there after the second inning. (Catcher Tucker Barnhart) was telling me to stay closed instead of flying open. I guess it just gave me 

better results.” 

 

This was the earliest DeSclafani had pitched in a season since 2015, his one fully healthy season in the big leagues. In 2016, he 

debuted on June 10 after missing the first two-plus months with a strained left oblique. The same injury kept him out until this 

game. He made four rehab starts with Double-A Pensacola and Triple-A Louisville before returning to the Reds roster. 

 

“It felt good to have him out there,” Reds interim manager Jim Riggleman said. “He’s one of the guys you’re counting on. These 

oblique injury-type things, they keep guys out for a long time. He’s had them twice now. Hopefully, that’s a thing of the past.” 

 

The Reds bullpen let the Rockies add to their lead after DeSclafani exited the game. Austin Brice gave up two runs in the sixth. 

Carlos Gonzalez hit a three-run home run against Wandy Peralta in the seventh. 



 

The Reds scored five runs on 11 hits in the last three innings and had the game-tying run at the plate in the ninth, but Scott Schebler 

struck out to end the game. 

 

“It’s just unfortunate we let it get away from us in the middle of the game,” Riggleman said, “but the effort, the intensity, I couldn’t 

be happier with the way the guys are getting after it.” 

 

Reds’ top pick eyes College World Series title with Florida 

Jonathan India leads Gators in most offensive categories 

By Dave Jablonski, Staff Writer 

June 5, 2018 

 

CINCINNATI — Jonathan India will have a different story to tell than most players about the moment he was drafted. He was 

playing third base for the Florida Gators in a NCAA tournament regional game in Gainesville, Fla., when the Cincinnati Reds 

selected him with the fifth pick of the first round around 7:30 p.m. Monday. 

 

“I saw my family where they usually sit, and I saw them all hugging,” India said on a conference call Tuesday. “I was like, ‘Oh, 

that’s pretty weird. I guess something good happened.’” 

 

Then fans started yelling at India from the stands. 

 

“Congrats, Jon!” 

 

“Go, Reds!” 

 

At that point, India knew what had happened. His goal was to continue to focus on the game. The Gators lost 7-4 to Florida Atlantic 

but beat FAU in the second game of the night 5-2 — thanks in part two RBIs and a home run by India — to advance to the NCAA 

Super Regional. 

 

“I still have a goal to win a national championship for this team,” India said. “I’m not thinking ahead. Just finish the season out.” 

 

The Gators (45-18), who had four players selected in the first 56 picks, host Auburn in the next round, starting Saturday in 

Gainesville. They seek their 12th College World Series appearance. 

 

India leads Florida in batting average (.360), on-base percentage (.500) home runs (16), RBIs (47) and even stolen bases (12). 

 

“He’s a runner,” said Dick Williams, Reds director of player personnel. “It’s more instinctual base-running. It’s not the blazing, top-

end speed. (Nick) Senzel’s probably a faster runner. But he’s a very athletic fast runner.” 

 

India will be compared to Senzel, another third baseman from the Southeastern Conference, for as long as they’re both in the Reds 

system. Senzel was the Reds’ No. 2 pick in 2016 out of Tennessee. They both played third base in college but also have experience 

at other positions. 

 

This season, with Triple-A Louisville, Senzel has played 17 games at second base and 10 at third. India has experience at shortstop 

as well as third base. 

 

“I played shortstop my whole life leading up to Florida,” India said. “Third base was new to me. I never played third. I always 

played short. I’m a versatile player. We’ll see where I’m at the next level.” 

Associated Press 
Homers by Iannetta, Gonzalez send Rockies over Reds 9-6 

By JOE KAY 

Today 

 

CINCINNATI (AP) — Chris Iannetta and Carlos Gonzalez gave the Rockies a lead big enough that their struggling bullpen could 

hold on. 

 

Iannetta hit a two-run homer off Anthony DeSclafani in his return to the mound, and Gonzalez added an impressive three-run sho t 

Tuesday night, powering the Colorado Rockies to a 9-6 victory over the Cincinnati Reds. 

 

The Rockies ended a four-game losing streak that was their longest since they dropped eight in a row last June. They’d blown a lead 

in all four losses, and wound up using their closer to finish it off after leading 9-1 on Tuesday. 



 

“Our offense exploded for us and put up a lot of runs early and didn’t stop,” said left-hander Kyle Freeland (6-5), who allowed three 

runs while pitching into the seventh and got his first RBI of the season with a bases-loaded walk. 

 

The Reds matched the third-worst start in franchise history at 21-40 despite getting one of their top pitchers back from his latest 

major injury. 

 

DeSclafani (0-1) was projected as the Reds’ top starter before he missed all last season with a strained pitching elbow and the first 

two months of this season with a strained oblique. He was activated off the disabled list before the game and got hit hard at the 

outset. 

 

Charlie Blackmon had an RBI triple in the first inning and scored on Gonzalez’s infield single. Iannetta hit a two-run homer in the 

second. 

 

“The first two innings were definitely not the way I wanted them to go,” said DeSclafani, who lasted five innings. “I was excited to 

be back out there, but I’ve got to get off to a better start. We can’t be in a hole that early.” 

 

Gonzalez connected off Wandy Peralta on a 473-foot hom er that was the longest at Great American Ball Park since 2014 and put 

the Rockies up 9-1 in the seventh. Gonzalez also singled twice, giving him at least three hits and four RBIs in a game for the first 

time since 2016. 

 

“Now you’re seeing him come back and play in true CarGo form,” Iannetta said. “It’s fun to watch.” 

 

Freeland went 6 2/3 innings, allowing Scott Schebler’s solo homer in the fifth and Tucker Barnhart’s bases-loaded single in the 

seventh. Bryan Shaw gave up three runs in the ninth before Wade Davis fanned Scott Schebler for the final out and his NL-leading 

19th save in 21 chances. 

 

ROCKIES MOVES 

 

Rookie outfielder Mike Tauchman was called up from Triple-A Albuquerque and infielder Daniel Castro was optioned. Tauchman 

opened the season with Colorado and went 1 for 23. He pinch hit and walked. 

 

REDS MOVES 

 

Reliever Jackson Stephens was optioned to Triple-A Louisville to open a spot for DeSclafani. Right-hander Kevin Kevin 

Shackelford was released. 

 

STREAKING 

 

Blackmon had three hits, extending his hitting streak to a season-high 12 games. 

 

LONG DRIVES 

 

Gonzalez’s 473-foot homer tied Wily Mo Pena and Ryan Ludwick for the 16th-longest in GABP history. Adam Dunn hit the 

longest, a 535-foot drive off the Dodgers’ Jose Lima in 2004 that cleared the ballpark and bounced into the Ohio River. 

 

GOTCHA 

 

Gonzalez threw out Tucker Barnhart as he tried to stretch his hit to right field into a double leading off the fourth inning. Left fielder 

Gerardo Parra nailed Jesse Winker at the plate as he tried to score from second base on Joey Votto’s single in the seventh, with the 

call upheld on review. 

 

WASTED HITS 

 

The Reds had 17 hits in a nine-inning game and lost for the first time since a 15-11 loss at San Diego on Sept. 5, 1984. 

 

BAD BEGINNINGS 

 

The Reds’ worst 61-game starts: 19-42 (1934), 20-41 (1950) and 21-40 (1931, 2018). 

 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

 



Rockies: Ianetta was in the lineup after being forced to leave a game Sunday after a ball hit him in the thigh, causing numbness in 

the leg. He went 1 for 3. 

 

Reds: Center fielder Billy Hamilton got a day of rest. He’s in a 1-for-14 slump. 

 

UP NEXT 

 

Rockies: Jon Gray (5-6) is coming off his shortest start. He lasted only 3 1/3 innings of a 7-4 loss to the Giants, giving up four runs 

on six hits. He’s 3-0 career against the Reds with a 4.08 ERA. 

 

Reds: Sal Romano (3-6) lasted 5 1/3 innings and gave up five runs during a 6-2 loss in Denver last Friday. He’s 1-1 career against 

Colorado. 

Transactions 
06/06/18  

Chicago White Sox optioned RHP Juan Minaya to Charlotte Knights. 

 

06/05/18  

Arizona Diamondbacks signed free agent LHP Eduardo Perez to a minor league contract. 

Cleveland Indians activated RF Lonnie Chisenhall from the 10-day disabled list. 

Arizona Diamondbacks sent RHP Randall Delgado on a rehab assignment to Visalia Rawhide. 

Los Angeles Angels recalled RHP Eduardo Paredes from Salt Lake Bees. 

Los Angeles Angels optioned SS Kaleb Cowart to Salt Lake Bees. 

San Diego Padres sent RHP Phil Maton on a rehab assignment to Lake Elsinore Storm. 

Atlanta Braves sent RHP Mike Soroka on a rehab assignment to Gwinnett Stripers. 

Cleveland Indians sent LHP Jeff Beliveau outright to Columbus Clippers. 

Minnesota Twins signed free agent C Cameron Rupp to a minor league contract. 

Texas Rangers released RHP Tim Lincecum. 

Oakland Athletics sent RHP Santiago Casilla on a rehab assignment to Stockton Ports. 

Tampa Bay Rays placed RHP Chris Archer on the 10-day disabled list retroactive to June 3, 2013. Left abdominal strain. 

San Francisco Giants activated LHP Madison Bumgarner from the 60-day disabled list. 

San Francisco Giants optioned RHP Pierce Johnson to Sacramento River Cats. 

Tampa Bay Rays recalled RHP Diego Castillo from Durham Bulls. 

Arizona Diamondbacks recalled RHP Silvino Bracho from Reno Aces. 

Arizona Diamondbacks optioned RHP Jake Barrett to Reno Aces. 

Atlanta Braves placed RHP Julio Teheran on the 10-day disabled list. Right thumb contusion. 

Atlanta Braves selected the contract of RHP Luke Jackson from Gwinnett Stripers. 

Detroit Tigers sent RHP Alex Wilson on a rehab assignment to Toledo Mud Hens. 

Seattle Mariners signed free agent LHP Daniel Schlereth to a minor league contract. 

Seattle Mariners signed free agent RHP Williams Perez to a minor league contract. 

Baltimore Orioles sent OF Colby Rasmus on a rehab assignment to Frederick Keys. 

Baltimore Orioles sent RHP Darren O'Day on a rehab assignment to Frederick Keys. 

Colorado Rockies optioned 2B Daniel Castro to Albuquerque Isotopes. 

Colorado Rockies recalled LF Mike Tauchman from Albuquerque Isotopes. 

Baltimore Orioles sent LHP Zach Britton on a rehab assignment to Norfolk Tides. 

Boston Red Sox placed LHP Drew Pomeranz on the 10-day disabled list retroactive to June 2, 2018. Left biceps tendinitis. 

Boston Red Sox recalled RHP Brandon Workman from Pawtucket Red Sox. 

Washington Nationals placed RHP Jeremy Hellickson on the 10-day disabled list retroactive to June 4, 2018. Right hamstring strain. 

Washington Nationals activated LHP Tim Collins from the paternity list. 

Washington Nationals activated LHP Matt Grace from the 10-day disabled list. 

Oakland Athletics optioned RHP Josh Lucas to Nashville Sounds. 

Oakland Athletics recalled C Josh Phegley from Nashville Sounds. 

Oakland Athletics placed RHP Daniel Gossett on the 10-day disabled list retroactive to June 4, 2018. Right elbow strain. 

Oakland Athletics activated RHP Liam Hendriks from the 10-day disabled list. 

St. Louis Cardinals selected the contract of RHP Preston Guilmet from Memphis Redbirds. 

St. Louis Cardinals optioned RHP Mike Mayers to Memphis Redbirds. 

St. Louis Cardinals placed 2B Greg Garcia on the paternity list. 

St. Louis Cardinals designated C Steven Baron for assignment. 

St. Louis Cardinals activated RHP Carlos Martinez from the 10-day disabled list. 

St. Louis Cardinals activated C Yadier Molina from the 10-day disabled list. 

Minnesota Twins recalled RHP Zack Littell from Rochester Red Wings. 

Cincinnati Reds activated RHP Anthony DeSclafani from the 60-day disabled list. 



Cincinnati Reds released RHP Kevin Shackelford. 

New York Mets designated LHP Buddy Baumann for assignment. 

San Francisco Giants sent CF Gregor Blanco outright to Sacramento River Cats. 

New York Mets activated RHP Anthony Swarzak from the 60-day disabled list. 

New York Mets activated 3B Todd Frazier from the 10-day disabled list. 

New York Mets optioned RHP Gerson Bautista to Las Vegas 51s. 

Washington Nationals sent LF Adam Eaton on a rehab assignment to Potomac Nationals. 

Philadelphia Phillies sent SS J.P. Crawford on a rehab assignment to Lehigh Valley IronPigs. 

Boston Red Sox sent RHP Tyler Thornburg on a rehab assignment to Pawtucket Red Sox. 

Baltimore Orioles recalled C Austin Wynns from Norfolk Tides. 

Chicago White Sox recalled RHP Juan Minaya from Charlotte Knights. 

Chicago White Sox recalled C Kevan Smith from Charlotte Knights. 

Detroit Tigers signed free agent RHP Gerson Moreno to a minor league contract. 

New York Yankees optioned LF Clint Frazier to Scranton/Wilkes-Barre RailRiders. 

Detroit Tigers optioned RHP Sandy Baez to Erie SeaWolves. 

Cleveland Indians optioned CF Bradley Zimmer to Columbus Clippers. 

Cincinnati Reds optioned RHP Jackson Stephens to Louisville Bats. 


