
August 11, 2018  Page 1 of 29 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Press Clips 
 

(August 11, 2018) 
    



August 11, 2018  Page 2 of 29 
 

     CLIPS CONTENT        

 

FROM THE OC REGISTER (PAGE 3) 

 Angels edge A’s in battle of changed teams 

 Vladimir Guerrero returns to Angel Stadium as a Hall of Famer 

 Wrist injury sends Mike Trout to the disabled list for just the 2nd time in his career 

 Angels tentatively scheduled to face Astros in Mexico in 2019 

FROM THE LOS ANGELES TIMES (PAGE 8) 

 Angels rally from early deficit for a 4-3 victory over the A’s 

 Angels place Mike Trout on the 10-day disabled list 

FROM ANGELS.COM (PAGE 11) 

 Angels rely on long ball to rally past Athletics 

 Pujols 9th player with 1,000 hits in each league 

 Trout to DL with right wrist inflammation 

FROM THE ATHLETIC (PAGE 15) 

 Vladimir Guerrero, the Angels’ first Hall of Famer, gets a hero’s welcome 

 Is Mike Scioscia a Hall of Fame manager? And what is the standard for a skipper in the modern 

game? 

FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS (PAGE 23) 

 Calhoun, Upton HR, Angels beat A’s 4-3; Pujols hit milestone 

 Trout goes on 10-day disabled list with inflamed right wrist 

FROM FRONT OFFICE SPORTS (PAGE 26) 

 Inside MLB’s Marketing Debate: In Defense of Commissioner Manfred 

 

  



August 11, 2018  Page 3 of 29 
 

                 FROM OC REGISTER       

Angels edge A’s in battle of changed teams 

By J.P. Hoornstra 

ANAHEIM — Mike Scioscia observed Friday afternoon that the Oakland A’s are a different team than the 
one the Angels played on Opening Day. That was 19 weeks ago, but it might as well have been a year. 

Oakland is firmly in control of the American League’s second wild-card berth. A win would have put 
them within four games of first place in the AL West. They trusted the seventh inning Friday to Fernando 
Rodney, who began the season as a closer in Minnesota, and the eighth inning to another newcomer, 
Shawn Kelley. 

The Angels have changed plenty since Opening Day too, for completely different reasons. Yet the 
separation between a playoff contender and a team playing .500 baseball was minuscule Friday. Justin 
Upton’s two-run home run in the sixth inning made the difference in the Angels’ 4-3 win. 

Upton has hit home runs in three straight games. Kole Calhoun, who hit a two-run homer in the third 
inning, has home runs in his last two. 

At 59-58, the Angels are 9-1/2 games behind the A’s (68-47) in the West. 

 “We know they’ve added some pieces,” Calhoun said. “They definitely have a tough bullpen. 
Fortunately enough, Fletch (David Fletcher) gets us started in the sixth inning and Upton puts a big swing 
that ultimately wins the game. Definitely a good bullpen over there. It’s going to be a fun series for 
sure.” 

Only four players in the Angels’ Opening Day lineup (Calhoun, Upton, Andrelton Simmons and Albert 
Pujols) took the field Friday before an announced crowd of 42,722 at Angel Stadium. The other starters 
that day were either traded, released, or injured – including Opening Day pitcher Garrett Richards – as 
the Angels’ fortunes shriveled. Starting pitcher Felix Peña was the 11th starter on the Angels’ depth 
chart when the season began. 

The Angels’ closer Friday was not one man but three: Justin Anderson recorded the first out in the ninth 
inning, left-hander Jose Alvarez the second, and Blake Parker the third. Parker’s save was the first by any 
Angels pitcher since July 8. 

“It just worked out in tonight’s ballgame that those were the matchups we had,” Scioscia said. “Those 
guys all did a really great job. Our bullpen is still evolving. Hopefully, it’s going to be there to hold leads 
down the stretch.” 

If it takes three men to close a game, how is the bullpen evolving exactly? 

“It’s evolving, and stay tuned,” Scioscia said. “We’re all going to watch this together how it evolves – in a 
good way.” 
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Peña allowed three runs in the first inning. The Angels needed the home runs by Calhoun and Upton to 
climb back. 

Calhoun’s two-run blast in the third inning against A’s starter Brett Anderson brought the Angels within 
3-2. It was Calhoun’s 16th home run this season, and just his third against a lefty. 

“I think he found an approach in his swing that is letting his talent really come to the forefront,” Scioscia 
said of Calhoun. “He’s been a major reason why offensively we’re doing a better job right now.” 

Calhoun said those adjustments, honed during his disabled list stint in June, have allowed him to even 
out his performance against lefties and righties. 

Facing reliever Lou Trivino in the sixth inning, the Angels rallied again. 

Fletcher beat out an infield single before the next batter, Upton, cleared the fence in left field with his 
home run. It was just the fourth homer Trivino has allowed in 47 games. The right-hander began the day 
with a 1.29 ERA. 

“He’s got a good fastball, good curve, good cutter,” Upton said. “You don’t want to get in a position 
where he can put you away, so I just jumped on the first strike I saw. 

“I was trying to time him up in the on-deck circle so I could be ready when I stepped in. He just 
happened to throw a strike over the plate on the first pitch.” 

For the second time in his last three starts, Peña’s biggest challenge was the first inning. He retired just 
one of the nine batters he faced July 29 against Seattle; seven scored and the Angels went on to lose, 8-
5. 

The Angels needed Peña for more than one out Friday. Tyler Skaggs is returning from the disabled list 
Saturday and a bullpen game is scheduled for Sunday. Peña did, though it didn’t look easy for a minute. 

Two batters into the game, Matt Chapman launched a solo home run into the right-center field 
bleachers. After a Jed Lowrie single, Peña hung an 0-and-1 slider to Khris Davis, who has hit no fewer 
than 42 home runs each of the last two seasons. Davis obliterated the pitch for a 398-foot home run to 
straight-away center, giving the A’s a 3-0 lead. 

Peña said through an interpreter that he watched video of himself during the bottom of the first inning. 
He was amped up, causing him to overthrow. 

“It was a technical change I had to make,” he said. “In the second inning, I was able to stay back a bit 
and execute the pitches.” 

The trick worked. Peña retired the next six batters in a row. After pitching around a little trouble in the 
third inning, he retired nine consecutive hitters before Matt Olson singled with two outs in the sixth. It 
was the fifth and final hit he allowed. 

https://www.ocregister.com/2018/08/09/how-the-angels-kole-calhoun-turned-his-season-around/
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Jim Johnson (one-third of an inning) and Cam Bedrosian (one) got the ball to Anderson, who pitched a 
scoreless eighth. 

Pujols’ single in the sixth inning gave him 1,000 career hits in the American and National Leagues, just 
the ninth player ever to achieve that feat and just the third with 1,000 hits with one NL team and one AL 
team, alongside Hall of Famers Dave Winfield (Padres, Yankees) and Vladimir Guerrero (Expos, Angels). 

 

Vladimir Guerrero returns to Angel Stadium as a Hall of Famer 

By J.P. Hoornstra 

ANAHEIM — The equipment manager in each team’s home clubhouse is traditionally charged with 
assigning jersey numbers. Since 2009, the Angels’ equipment manager has been a man named Keith 
Tarter. 

When Tarter handed Mike Trout a number 27 jersey on the day of his major league debut – July 8, 2011 
– Trout decided to quietly accept his fate. 

“When you get called up to the big leagues, you don’t really want to ask the clubbie the first day to get a 
different number if you want a different number,” Trout said. “He just gave me 27.” 

So it was on Friday that Vladimir Guerrero found himself answering a question about whether or not his 
uniform number – also 27 – would be retired by the Angels now that he’s in the Baseball Hall of Fame. 

“We’ve got to wait and see,” Guerrero said through an interpreter, “but the guy in it right now does a 
very good job with number 27.” 

The Angels feted Guerrero, 43, in a pregame ceremony for the second straight summer on Friday. In 
2017, he became the 16th inductee into the Angels’ team Hall of Fame. Guerrero was voted into the 
National Baseball Hall of Fame in January and was formally inducted less than two weeks ago along with 
Trevor Hoffman, Chipper Jones, Jack Morris, Jim Thome and Alan Trammell. 

“To come back now as a member of the Baseball Hall of Fame, I’m very happy to be able to share that 
with the fans,” Guerrero said. 

Of the 323 enshrinees in Cooperstown, 11 were Angels once. Guerrero is the first to don the team’s cap 
on his plaque. The 2004 American League MVP played six seasons in Anaheim (2004-09), batting .319 
with 173 home runs and 616 RBIs in 846 games. 

Guerrero debuted in 1996 with the Montreal Expos and did not leave until signing with the Angels in 
January 2004. He played two more seasons after leaving Anaheim, one with the Rangers and another 
with the Orioles, and finished with 449 career home runs. 

https://www.ocregister.com/2018/08/10/vladimir-guerrero-returns-to-angel-stadium-as-a-hall-of-famer/
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“For seven years in Montreal, we were thinking about bringing our suitcases to head back to the 
Dominican (Republic) in August,” Guerrero said. “Here in Anaheim, you play baseball in August because 
you’re winning. … Winning is the key thing I remember about being here.” 

As for the current number 27, Trout said he came to understand the significance of sharing a number 
with Guerrero over time. 

“To wear that number, and obviously the Hall of Fame, just his career statistics, and the time he was 
with the Angels – it’s pretty remarkable,” Trout said. “He comes in here, and he’s just another guy. Just 
comes in here and talks to us, good friends with all of us.” 

 

Wrist injury sends Mike Trout to the disabled list for just the 2nd time in his 
career 

By J.P. Hoornstra 

ANAHEIM — The Angels placed Mike Trout on the disabled list for the second time in his career, this 
time with right wrist inflammation. 

Trout was hurt bracing himself against the dirt on a feet-first slide Aug. 1 at Tampa Bay. For the past 
several days, the Angels had been saying Trout was improved, and they hoped he’d be able to play on 
Friday. He received a cortisone shot Monday. 

But trying to swing a bat Thursday did nothing to convince Trout, or at least the Angels’ medical staff, 
that he could avoid the 10-day DL. 

“It’s frustrating, obviously, because you come in, you try to make it get better every day,” Trout said. “I 
think these next couple days are big for me.” 

Trout said he would try to swing a bat again in the coming days. Manager Mike Scioscia said that Trout 
might accompany the team to San Diego, where the Angels begin a three-game series against the Padres 
on Monday. 

Because he was technically placed on the disabled list on Thursday night, Trout’s DL stint is retroactive 
to Monday. He is eligible to return next Thursday when the Angels open a four-game series in Texas. 
Trout is expected to be ready then, Scioscia said. 

The Angels recalled relief pitcher Akeel Morris from Triple-A Salt Lake prior to Friday’s game against the 
Oakland A’s. 

Trout’s first trip to the DL was last season after he tore a ligament in his thumb on a head-first slide. He 
missed about seven weeks. 

Did anyone ask him at the time of the initial injury if he wanted to go on the DL? 
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“Obviously I don’t want to go on the disabled list,” Trout said. “You try to avoid it. They give you a 
couple days to try to get better. It just came to a point where if I wasn’t swinging, I’m still probably a 
couple days out.” 

Trout is batting .309 with 30 home runs, 60 RBIs and 21 stolen bases. His .459 on-base percentage leads 
the AL, making Trout among the early candidates to win an MVP award for the third time. 

SOUTHERN EXPOSURE 

The Angels will be playing the Houston Astros in a two-game series in Mexico next May, according to a 
major league source. 

The final schedule is typically released in September. Until then, there is no official confirmation of the 
games. 

So far, it’s undetermined if the games will be in Mexico City or Monterrey, which is where the Dodgers 
and Padres played this past May. The games are tentatively scheduled for May 4-5, 2019, and they will 
be Angels home games, meaning the Angels will be scheduled for just 79 games at Angel Stadium. 

INJURY UPDATES 

Tyler Skaggs will return from the disabled list and start against the A’s on Saturday, Scioscia said. The 
left-hander was retroactively placed on the DL on Aug. 1 with a left adductor strain. He is 8-7 with a 3.34 
ERA in 20 starts this year. 

With Nick Tropeano on the disabled list due to a stiff shoulder, Scioscia plans to effectively piece 
together nine innings with a bullpen game on Sunday. 

“I think it’s going to be a combination of guys,” Scioscia said. “Most of our staff will have to be 
available.” 

Left-hander Andrew Heaney will take his regular turn in the Angels’ rotation Monday against the San 
Diego Padres. 

Catcher Rene Rivera walked twice, struck out once, and caught six innings in a minor league 
rehabilitation game for Class-A Inland Empire. 

Staff Writer Jeff Fletcher contributed to this notebook.  

 

Angels tentatively scheduled to face Astros in Mexico in 2019 

By Jeff Fletcher 

The Angels will be playing the Houston Astros in a two-game series in Mexico next May, according to a 
major league source. 
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The final schedule is typically released in September. Until then, there is no official confirmation of the 
games. 

So far, it’s undetermined if the games will be in Mexico City or Monterrey, which is where the Dodgers 
and Padres played this past May. The games are tentatively scheduled for May 4-5, 2019, and they will 
be Angels home games, meaning the Angels will be scheduled for just 79 games at Angel Stadium. 

 

                 FROM LOS ANGELES TIMES      

Angels rally from early deficit for a 4-3 victory over the A’s 

By Jeff Miller 

The Angels on Friday celebrated their past, honoring Vladimir Guerrero with an on-field pregame 
ceremony. 

Guerrero, one of baseball’s newest Hall of Famers and the first player to go in as an Angel, gave a thank-
you speech in two languages and still finished in only 80 seconds. 

The drama that followed lasted significantly longer, the Angels overcoming an early three-run deficit to 
beat Oakland 4-3 on a pair of homers and the scoreless effort of five relievers. 

Kole Calhoun and Justin Upton hit the home runs and Jim Johnson, Cam Bedrosian, Justin Anderson, 
Jose Alvarez and Blake Parker provided the relief, each of the final three getting one out in the ninth. 

Parker was credited with the save, the first for the Angels since July 8. 

When these teams began the season against each other in late March, the Angels were considered 
playoff contenders while the Athletics were supposed to be embarking on a wandering journey. 

The Angels won three of the four games in that opening series, further justifying the spring training 
forecasts and launching themselves on a start that would peak at 13-3. 

Since then, a bunch of Angels got hurt and several others didn’t hit like they were expected to. 
Meanwhile, the Athletics proved that surprises in baseball aren’t limited to the ones found in boxes of 
Cracker Jack. 

Despite winning Friday, the Angels still trail Oakland by 91/2 games for the American League’s second 
wild-card spot. A sweep of this series is a near must if they’re are going to make a late playoff push. 

Staring at that deficit in the standings and just four batters into the game, the Angels trailed 3-0. 

The rocky start represented a jolting development for Felix Pena, who no-hit Cleveland into the sixth in 
his previous outing. 
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This time, he allowed Matt Chapman and Khris Davis to homer in the span of six pitches, Davis’ 398-foot 
shot also scoring Jed Lowrie, who had singled. 

But, just as abruptly, Pena righted his night, giving up only two more hits while pitching into the sixth, 
buying all the time his teammates would need. 

“He started to bring some secondary pitches into the game and throwing them for strikes,” manager 
Mike Scioscia said. 

“Felix found himself.” 

The Angels’ comeback began where so much offense has been originating lately: off the bat of Calhoun, 
whose resurrection continues to be epic. 

He brought his team to within 3-2 in the third inning with a two-run homer off a Brett Anderson pitch so 
poorly executed that it deserved to be hit every inch of the 421 feet with which Calhoun was credited. 

The homer was the 10th in 22 games for Calhoun and his 15th since returning from the disabled list June 
18. 

No one in the American League has hit more during that stretch. 

That set up Upton’s game winner three innings later. David Fletcher led off the sixth with an infield 
single against reliever Lou Trivino, who had just entered. 

Upton then followed by hitting Trivino’s next pitch into the visiting bullpen beyond the left-field fence, 
giving him homers in three straight games. 

“Some of pitches he was missing, he’s just squaring up right now,” Scioscia said of Upton. 

“His at-bats have been good.” 

A night that began with a Hall of Famer also ended with one for the Angels. Immediately after Upton’s 
home run, Albert Pujols singled for his 1,000th hit as an Angel. 

He became the ninth player with at least 1,000 hits in both leagues, an accomplishment that led Scioscia 
to call Pujols “a living legend,” before adding, “We’ve seen him do things that not many people in this 
game have ever done.” 

 

Angels place Mike Trout on the 10-day disabled list 

By Jeff Miller 

Before swinging a bat Thursday, Mike Trout attempted to exude confidence in regards to his inflamed 
right wrist. 
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“I was trying to convince myself it was getting better,” he said Friday. “But it was still pretty painful.” 

For just the second time in his career, Trout was placed on the disabled list, a move that knocked him 
out of the lineup until at least Thursday, when the Angels open a four-game series at Texas. 

Both Trout and manager Mike Scioscia suggested the DL stay shouldn’t have to be extended, which 
means the two-time MVP would return for the Rangers opener. 

Trout was injured Aug. 1 against Tampa Bay when he slid awkwardly into third base. He originally 
thought he would need only a few days to recover. 

Instead, his symptoms have persisted, even after receiving a career-first cortisone injection this week. 

“The last couple days it’s just been the same,” Trout said. “It’s tough. I’d rather be out there playing.” 

He worked out at Angel Stadium on Thursday, a day off for the team. He had planned on attempting 
batting practice, but swinging alone proved to be too difficult. 

“Wrists are tough,” Trout said. “You need your wrist to hit. You need your wrist to throw. You don’t 
want to be up in the (batter’s) box thinking about it.” 

Trout’s first trip to the disabled list came last season, after he tore a ligament in his left thumb on a 
headfirst slide. 

The game Friday against Oakland was the eighth straight Trout has missed. The Angels were 4-3 during 
the first seven, including a three-game sweep of Detroit. 

Reliever Akeel Morris was promoted from triple-A Salt Lake to take Trout’s roster spot. 

Hot or not? 

Scioscia was asked Friday afternoon about Kole Calhoun’s recent “hot” stretch, during which the right-
fielder has lifted his batting average nearly 70 points in seven weeks. 

“I don’t think he’s hot,” Scioscia said. “I think he’s doing what he’s capable of. And maybe version 2.0 of 
Kole is going to be better than the one that he left behind.” 

Calhoun was placed on the DL at the start of June and missed 15 games while reworking and simplifying 
his swing. 

Since his return June 18, he has hit 15 homers, including a two-run shot Friday. That’s the most in that 
span in the American League. 

Short hops 

The Angels are tentatively scheduled to play a series in Mexico next season against Houston. The games 
would be in early May, though the location has not been determined. … Tyler Skaggs (left adductor 
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strain) is expected to be activated from the 10-day disabled list and start Saturday. … Down one starting 
pitcher, the Angels plan to use a series of relievers Sunday in the finale against Oakland. 

7:20 p.m.: This report has been updated with more details about Mike Trout’s injury and news about 
other players. 

 

                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

Angels rely on long ball to rally past Athletics 

Calhoun, Upton each homer as Halos win fourth straight 

By Maria Guardado 

ANAHEIM -- The night began somewhat ominously, with three of the first four A's batters scoring off 
right-hander Felix Pena to give the hottest team in baseball a quick lead over the Angels. 

But Pena survived the rocky start and settled in to deliver 5 2/3 solid innings, and Kole 
Calhoun and Justin Upton launched a pair of two-run home runs to erase the early deficit, lifting the 
Angels to a 4-3 comeback win over the A's in Friday's series opener at Angel Stadium. 

The Angels (59-58) have now won four in a row to climb back over .500 for the first time since July 29. 

"After the first inning, this game could go south in a hurry when you give up a three-spot in the first," 
manager Mike Scioscia said. "But Felix got his bearings and made some pitches, and the bullpen was 
exceptional." 

After Upton crushed the go-ahead home run off reliever Lou Trivino in the sixth, Angels relievers Cam 
Bedrosian, Justin Anderson, Jose Alvarez and Blake Parker combined to face the minimum across three 
scoreless innings. Parker recorded the final out of the game by coaxing a groundout from Stephen 
Piscotty, picking up the first save by an Angels reliever since July 8. 

Pena carried a no-hitter into the sixth inning of his last start against the Indians on Saturday, but he was 
hit hard by the A's in the first inning. Matt Chapman blasted Pena's eighth pitch of the game out to right-
center field to put Oakland on the board. After Jed Lowrie lined a single to right field, Khris Davis 
deposited an 0-1 slider into the shrubs over the center-field fence for a two-run homer that put the A's 
ahead, 3-0. 

Matt Olson and Piscotty then flied out to end the inning, but they also produced hard contact against 
Pena, as the balls they hit had exit velocities of 98 and 95 mph, respectively. 

"In the first inning, I was a little bit over-amped," Pena said. "I came in and watched video of what I was 
doing, I made adjustments, and I recovered." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/570240/felix-pena
http://m.mlb.com/player/594777/kole-calhoun
http://m.mlb.com/player/594777/kole-calhoun
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/642152/lou-trivino
http://m.mlb.com/player/592135/cam-bedrosian
http://m.mlb.com/player/592135/cam-bedrosian
http://m.mlb.com/player/605121/justin-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/501625/jose-alvarez
http://m.mlb.com/player/453284/blake-parker
http://m.mlb.com/player/572039/stephen-piscotty
http://m.mlb.com/player/572039/stephen-piscotty
http://m.mlb.com/player/656305/matt-chapman
http://m.mlb.com/player/476704/jed-lowrie
http://m.mlb.com/player/501981/khris-davis
http://m.mlb.com/player/621566/matt-olson
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In the video room, Pena saw that he was rushing his delivery and resolved to stay back to better execute 
his pitches moving forward. He also decided to incorporate more of his two-seam fastball, which helped 
him limit the A's to just two hits over the remainder of his outing. 

The A's threatened in the third, when Chapman doubled and advanced to third on a wild pitch. Pena 
then hit Davis to put runners on the corners with two outs, but he extricated himself from the jam by 
striking out Olson swinging on a slider in the dirt. 

Pena faced little trouble the rest of the way, retiring nine in a row before yielding a two-out single to 
Olson in the sixth. With his pitch count at 86, Pena was lifted in favor of Jim Johnson, who retired 
Piscotty on a groundout to leave the runner stranded. 

"That's what you need out of your pitchers," Upton said. "There's going to be times when you go out 
and teams attack you and jump on you early. He was able to settle himself in and give us a chance. He 
could have easily crumbled right there, but he didn't. He kept grinding and giving us an opportunity each 
inning to get on the board." 

The Angels pulled within one after Calhoun hammered a two-run shot off left-hander Brett Anderson in 
the third. Following a leadoff single from Jose Briceno, Calhoun crushed a 1-0 knucklecurve to center 
field for his 16th home run of the season. The 30-year-old right fielder now has 15 homers since June 18, 
the most in the American League. 

Calhoun hit just .145 with one home run over his first 50 games before landing on the disabled list with a 
right oblique strain. After using the time off to tweak his batting stance, Calhoun has enjoyed a 
remarkable turnaround at the plate, batting .291 with 15 homers in 44 games since returning to the 
Angels. 

"Just going out and competing every day," Calhoun said. "From where it started to where it is now, the 
numbers may not be what I wanted them to be, but I'm just putting one foot in front of the other every 
single day. Really not trying to think about it. Just go out and win." 

Upton delivered the decisive blow in the sixth, blasting another two-run home run off Trivino to give the 
Angels a 4-3 lead. After David Fletcher beat out an infield single, Upton sent a first-pitch cutter into the 
bullpen in left field for his third home run in as many days, giving him 24 on the season. It was only the 
fourth home run given up by Trivino, who entered Friday with a 1.29 ERA over 56 innings this season. 

"Just trying to get a ball over the plate," Upton said. "He's had good command all year. He's got a good 
fastball, good cutter, good curveball. You don't want to get into a position where he can put you away. I 
jumped on the first strike I saw." 

Pujols followed with a single to left field, giving him 1,000 career hits with the Angels. He is the ninth 
player to record at least 1,000 hits in each league. The first 2,073 hits of his career came in the National 
League with the Cardinals. 

"We're seeing a living legend," Scioscia said. "We're seeing a guy do things that not many people in this 
game have ever done. It's fun to be part of it." 

http://m.mlb.com/player/462382/jim-johnson
http://m.mlb.com/player/474463/brett-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/593993/jose-briceno
http://m.mlb.com/player/664058/david-fletcher
https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/albert-pujols-gets-1000th-hit-with-angels/c-289828198
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MITEL REPLAY OF THE DAY 
In the third, Upton was initially called out by first-base umpire Eric Cooper after bouncing a groundball 
to shortstop Marcus Semien. The Angels issued a challenge, and the call was overturned after replay 
showed that Upton beat Semien's throw to Olson. 

UP NEXT 
Left-hander Tyler Skaggs (8-7, 3.34 ERA) is expected to come off the disabled list on Saturday and face 
the A's at 6:07 p.m. PT at Angel Stadium. He will be opposed by right-hander Edwin Jackson (3-2, 2.87 
ERA). Skaggs hasn't pitched since July 31 because of a left adductor strain. He is 2-4 with a 4.20 ERA in 
seven career starts against the A's. 

 

Pujols 9th player with 1,000 hits in each league 

By Maria Guardado 

ANAHEIM -- Albert Pujols reached yet another milestone on Friday. 

After singling for his 1,000th career hit with the Angels in the sixth inning of Friday's 4-3 victory over the 
A's, Pujols became the ninth player to collect 1,000 hits in each league. The first 2,073 hits of his career 
came in the National League with the Cardinals. 

Pujols joins Dave Winfield, Frank Robinson, Vladimir Guerrero, Fred McGriff, Carlos Lee, Orlando 
Cabrera, Alfonso Soriano and Carlos Beltran as the only players to accomplish the feat. 

"Albert, anytime he does anything -- a base hit, a double, a home run -- once again, you're talking about 
some of the all-time greats he's mentioned with," manager Mike Scioscia said. "It's a great feat. We're 
happy for him. He's swinging the bat well, and we need him. As far as putting everything into 
perspective that he's done up until this point, we're seeing a living legend. We're seeing a guy do things 
that not many people in this game have ever done. It's fun to be part of it." 

Pujols is 12th on the Angels' all-time hit list, 34 shy of newly enshrined Hall of Famer Vladimir Guerrero 
and is 45 hits shy of tying Chone Figgins for 10th in franchise history. Pujols also ranks fifth on the 
Angels' all-time home run list (187) and fourth in RBIs (645) as he completes his seventh season with the 
Halos. 

 

Trout to DL with right wrist inflammation 

By Maria Guardado 

ANAHEIM -- The Angels will have to carry on without Mike Trout for longer than they had hoped, as the 
star center fielder was placed on the 10-day disabled list Friday with right wrist inflammation, 
retroactive to Aug. 6. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/543760/marcus-semien
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
http://m.mlb.com/player/429719/edwin-jackson
http://m.mlb.com/player/405395/albert-pujols
https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/angels-rally-past-athletics-in-series-opener/c-289766344
https://www.mlb.com/angels/news/angels-rally-past-athletics-in-series-opener/c-289766344
http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
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Trout has not played since Aug. 1 after jamming his wrist on an awkward feet-first slide into third base 
during a game against the Rays. Trout received a cortisone injection on Monday, and the Angels were 
initially optimistic that the 27-year-old would be able to avoid the disabled list and return to action for 
this weekend's series against the A's. 

Trout took dry swings on Thursday to test his wrist, but the pain persisted, finally forcing the Angels to 
put him on the disabled list for only the second time in his career. Trout also missed seven weeks last 
season after tearing a thumb ligament on a head-first slide into second base on a stolen base attempt. 

"It's frustrating, obviously, because you come in and you try to make it get better every day," Trout said. 
"The last couple days, it's been the same. It's tough, but I think these next couple days are big for me. I 
tried to swing yesterday. It was just really achy and sore. It's tough." 

Friday's transaction means Trout won't be eligible to return until Aug. 16, when the Angels open a four-
game series at Texas. 

"It's not far enough along to where he would go out there and be able to push through it," manager 
Mike Scioscia said. "We anticipate him being back when his DL is up." 

The Angels have gone 4-3 in their first seven games without Trout in their lineup. He is batting .309 with 
a 1.083 OPS, 30 home runs and 60 RBIs in 109 games this season. Eric Young Jr. has been filling in for 
Trout in center field and started his ninth consecutive game for the Angels in Friday's series opener 
against the A's. 

Vladdy honored 

Less than two weeks after becoming the first player to enter the Hall of Fame with an Angels cap, 
Vladimir Guerrero returned to Angel Stadium to be recognized during a special pregame ceremony. 
Guerrero took part in a similar ceremony in Anaheim last summer, when the Angels inducted him into 
their team Hall of Fame, which proved to be a prelude to his eventual entry into Cooperstown. 

"I'm very happy," Guerrero said in Spanish. "Last year, they inducted me into their team Hall of Fame, 
and now they inducted me into the Baseball Hall of Fame. I'm happy that I can keep sharing that with 
the fans here." 

Despite his status as a Hall of Famer, the Angels have not yet announced any plans to retire Guerrero's 
No. 27. One notable wrinkle: That number is currently being worn by Trout. 

"We have to wait and see," Guerrero said, "but the guy using it right now does a very good job with it." 

Worth noting 

• Left-hander Tyler Skaggs is expected to come off the disabled list on Saturday and start against the A's. 
Skaggs has not pitched since July 31 because of a left adductor strain. Sunday's starter has not yet been 
announced, though it will likely be a bullpen game for the Angels. Nick Tropeano had been scheduled to 
start Sunday, but he landed on the disabled list with right shoulder inflammation earlier this week. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/458913/eric-young-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
http://m.mlb.com/player/607374/nick-tropeano
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• The Angels recalled right-hander Akeel Morris from Triple-A Salt Lake to take Trout's spot on the roster 
on Friday. 

• Infielder Luis Valbuena, who was designated for assignment on Sunday, cleared waivers and was 
granted his unconditional release. 

 

                 FROM THE ATHLETIC       

Vladimir Guerrero, the Angels’ first Hall of Famer, gets a hero’s welcome 

By Fabian Ardaya 

ANAHIEM, Calif. — Mike Trout was caught by surprise the first time he walked into a major-league 
clubhouse and saw his name on the back of a jersey. The number that accompanied it was even more 
humbling. 

On the back of the jersey was 27, the number Vladimir Guerrero made iconic in Anaheim. Guerrero won 
an MVP in 2004, earned four All-Star appearances in his six seasons in Anaheim and, last month, became 
the first player ever to don an Angels cap while inducted into the National Baseball Hall of Fame. 

So Trout, then just a hyped 19-year-old prospect, faced a dilemma. Would he wear a different number? 
Would he deny the chance at being the man to follow up Vlad? 

“I was just happy I got to the big leagues,” Trout said. 

In the time since, Trout has done more than enough to fill those shoes. Over time, people would 
mention the aura of the No. 27 in an Angels uniform, which has since — thanks to Trout’s two MVP 
awards, seven All-Star appearances and current title of the game’s best player — come to symbolize two 
players, not just Guerrero. 

Guerrero returned to Angel Stadium on Friday for the first time as a Hall of Famer. Just last month, he 
was flush with praise from around the game in one of the sport’s hallowed grounds. He said little but 
spoke from the heart in Cooperstown, with the Angels’ José Mota on hand to translate his words from 
Spanish to English. 

On Friday, he was welcomed warmly with one of the places he called home, with Mota again on hand to 
interpret Guerrero’s love for the city and its fans. Bobby Grich, Mike Witt, Chuck Finley, Garrett 
Anderson and club owners Arte and Carole Moreno each came to the field looking to honor their star. 

The next time Guerrero attends an Angels game, it could be to celebrate another accomplishment — 
having his number retired. For now, Trout is safe wearing the No. 27. 

“We’ve got to wait and see,” Guerrero said. “But the guy using it for right now is doing a pretty good job 
wearing No. 27, so I’m not going to complain about any of that.” 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592570/akeel-morris
http://m.mlb.com/player/472528/luis-valbuena
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Even Trout spoke with great reverence of Guerrero and his accomplishments. 

“To wear that number, for him to be in the Hall of Fame and just his career, the statistics and the time 
he had with the Angels, it’s pretty remarkable,” Trout said. “He comes in here and he’s just another guy, 
just comes in here and talks to us, is good friends with all of us. He’s fun to watch. The passion he has for 
the game, the way he played, the bounces he’d hit, just his all-around game, he’s remarkable. As an 
outfielder, he’d take pride in defense, and he loved obviously to hit but throwing guys out as well.” 

Guerrero joined the Angels as a free agent from Montreal in 2004, the signing prompting “perhaps the 
greatest press conference in the history of the franchise,” according to Angels vice president of 
communications Tim Mead. Guerrero took a franchise two years after its lone World Series title and 
brought it to consistent contention. He powered the Angels both with his play on the field and with his 
spirit, bringing meals from his mother to the ballpark for his teammates to share before going out and 
dominating on the field. 

He maintained his love for the game in Anaheim, where, for the first time in his career, he had a chance 
to win consistently. Guerrero did so under the constant stewardship of Mike Scioscia, who remains 
today as the longest active manager in his 19th season with the Angels. Guerrero lauded his former 
skipper’s consistency and communication, highlighting Scioscia in his Hall of Fame speech and again as 
the two greeted each other at Angel Stadium on Friday. 

Guerrero’s numbers during his six years in an Angels uniform were magnificent: A .319/.381/.546 line, 
173 homers, 1,034 hits — including some on balls that bounced before crossing the plate. It’s a time 
that left an imprint on the star’s career. 

“The Vladdy that got to Anaheim was one that, for seven years in Montreal, would start packing up our 
suitcases to head back to the Dominican Republic in August,” Guerrero said. “I got to experience here in 
Anaheim, to play baseball in August because we were winning. To play here for six years, to go to the 
playoffs and win the division, those are things I’ll remember forever. Winning, that’s what I’ll remember 
about being here.” 

Guerrero was, and remains, an essential figure in Angels franchise history. Few players, if ever, have 
been spoken of with such great respect by Scioscia and his peers. The club has six different numbers 
recognized under the right field scoreboard at Angel Stadium — 11, 26, 29, 30, 42 and 50 — and 
someday, likely soon, Guerrero’s (and Trout’s) No. 27 could be close behind. 

“That’s not his forte, to go and spew accolades about himself,” Scioscia said of Guerrero. “It makes him 
all the more special. He’s so beloved by his teammates because when he was playing, he was the best 
player on the planet, and he was walking around, bringing the food in from his mom, joking around, 
never talking about himself. He’s a special talent.” 
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Is Mike Scioscia a Hall of Fame manager? And what is the standard for a skipper 
in the modern game? 

By Cliff Corcoran 

When The Athletic’s Ken Rosenthal broke the news on Sunday that longtime Angels manager Mike 
Scioscia intends to step down after his contract expires this fall, what surprised me most wasn’t 
Scioscia’s impeding departure from the Angels, which feels overdue, but the ease with which Rosenthal 
and others referred to Scioscia as a Hall of Fame-quality manager. 

That might have been recency bias on my part. Barring one of the greatest comebacks in major-league 
history, Scioscia will have taken the Angels to the playoffs just once in his final nine years in Anaheim, 
failing to win a single postseason game over that stretch. That doesn’t erase the fact that the Angels 
reached the playoffs six times in Scioscia’s first 10 years at the helm, winning the first and only pennant 
and World Series in franchise history under Scioscia in 2002. Nor does it erase any of Scioscia’s 1,628 
(and counting) wins, his two Manager of the Year awards, nor lower his .537 career winning percentage 
(though that last does project to fall by one point by the end of this season). 

Scioscia will turn 60 in November and, per USA Today’s Bob Nightengale, intends to retire rather than 
seek another managerial job. If he never manages again after this year, is Mike Scioscia a Hall of Fame 
manager? 

Jay Jaffe’s JAWS system, which has established a widely-respected objective Hall of Fame standard for 
players, does not have a calculation for managers, in large part because the “W” in JAWS stands for 
WAR and there are no wins-above-replacement statistics for managers. In fact, there are very few value-
based statistics for managers at all. In the current century, publications such as The Bill James 
Handbook and the Baseball Prospectus annual have started to track and print strategy-based statistics 
for managers, but neither has assigned any value to those statistics. While progressive analysis generally 
disapproves of sacrifice bunts, intentional walks, and high pitch counts, I’m not aware of any advanced 
formula that attempts to measure the on-field impact of a manager’s strategic decisions. 

Some look to run differential to assess whether a manager’s team is over- or underachieving. However, 
the differences between a team’s Pythagorean and actual winning percentages can more often be 
attributed to team’s construction than to its manager. Got a bad rotation, but a good bullpen? Chances 
are your team loses big, wins close, and exceeds its Pythagorean expectations. How much credit should 
the manager get for that bullpen performance? It likely depends on the pedigree of the pitchers in the 
‘pen, and thus varies significantly from case to case. In the modern game, the pitching coach and front 
office play their parts, as well. 

I’m on record as being skeptical about the size of the impact a manager can have on his team’s on-field 
performance. However, I’m not callous enough to suggest that managers can’t have an impact. Nor am I 
about to argue that we should remove the two dozen managers already inducted to the Hall of Fame. 
The Hall would be incomplete without Connie Mack, John McGraw, and Casey Stengel, among others. 
What’s more, the percentage of managers whose election to the Hall of Fame strikes me as 
questionable is far lower than the percentage of questionable selections among the players. I see no 
reason to raise the existing standard for Hall of Fame managers. 

https://theathletic.com/458925/2018/08/04/rosenthal-sources-say-angels-manager-mike-scioscia-is-expected-to-step-down-at-the-end-of-the-season/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/mlb/columnist/bob-nightengale/2018/08/05/mike-scioscia-hoped-he-could-quietly-step-away-angels-manager/910364002/
https://www.baseball-reference.com/about/jaws.shtml
https://www.si.com/more-sports/2010/08/26/managers-impact


August 11, 2018  Page 18 of 29 
 

Establishing just what that standard is, however, is tricky. Without advanced formulas that adjust for 
context, including the strength of the league or division, the quality of a manager’s roster, or preseason 
expectations, we’re left with a decidedly old-school set of statistics for managers. Ranking all major 
league managers by games, 11 of the top 13 are in the Hall of Fame. By wins, 12 of the top 14 are in the 
Hall. By winning percentage, 11 of the top 14 are in the Hall. By championships, 9 of the 10 with three or 
more World Series titles are in. By pennants, 22 of 23 with four or more league championships are in. 

In total, twenty-five men have been inducted into the Hall of Fame as managers. That number does not 
include long-time Pirates player/manager Fred Clarke, whom the Old Timers Committee ostensibly 
inducted as player in 1945, but whose plaque spends 28 of its 35 words on his managerial 
accomplishments. It does include Harry Wright and Rube Foster, two men who were more important as 
pioneers—in 19th-century baseball and the Negro Leagues, respectively—than as managers, and whose 
managerial records are difficult to compare to those of recent major-league managers. Similarly, Ned 
Hanlon and Frank Selee were inducted primarily for their work in the 1890s, making them awkward 
comparison points for modern managers due to the shorter seasons and irregular, or often non-existent, 
postseasons of that decade. 

Eliminating Wright, Foster, Hanlon, and Selee, but including Clarke, we are left with 21 Hall of Fame 
managers whose careers can be fairly used to evaluate modern candidates for the Hall. One might argue 
about just how “fair” it is to compare a modern manager to Mack, who managed for 53 years, 50 of 
them while also possessing a significant ownership stake in his team. However, the sample is large 
enough that Mack’s presence doesn’t skew it dramatically. Here are the averages in the categories 
mentioned above for that group of 21 modern major-league Hall of Fame managers: 

G W Pct. Playoffs Pennant Champ 

3,648 1,961 .546 7 5 2.6 

You’ll notice I added playoff appearances to that list. That category isn’t as strong a determinant as the 
others because of the expansion of the available playoff spots in recent decades, but it will become 
relevant when discussing contemporary candidates such as Scioscia. I’ll deal with that in more detail 
once we get there. 

For now, just five of the 21 Hall of Fame managers in that sample fail to exceed the average in any one 
of those categories, while one other is above average in games and wins, but with a losing career record. 
Those six represent the bottom quartile of the current Hall of Fame class. Here they are ranked by 
winning percentage: 

Manager G W Pct. Playoffs Pennant Champ 

HOF avg 3,648 1,961 .546 7 5 2.6 

Whitey Herzog 2,409 1,281 .532 6 3 1 

Tommy Lasorda 3,040 1,599 .526 7 4 2 

Bill McKechnie 3,647 1,896 .524 4 4 2 

https://baseballhall.org/hall-of-famers/clarke-fred
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Dick Williams 3,023 1,571 .520 5 4 2 

Wilbert Robinson 2,818 1,399 .500 2 2 0 

Bucky Harris 4,410 2,158 .493 3 3 2 

Of those five, the only one who clearly doesn’t belong in the Hall of Fame is Wilbert Robinson. Robinson 
isn’t the only modern major-league manager in the Hall of Fame never to have won a World Series, nor 
is he the only one to have won fewer than two pennants. However, only one other Hall of Fame 
manager fits both descriptions, and that manager is Al López, who had a .584 career winning percentage 
(a 90-win pace over 154 games), fourth among all Hall of Fame managers. López had the misfortune of 
spending most of his managerial career in the American League during the great Yankees dynasty of the 
1950s and early ‘60s. From 1949 to 1964, the Yankees won every pennant but two. Both of those 
exceptions were won by a team managed by López, the 111-win Indians in 1954 and the Go-Go White 
Sox in 1959. As for Robinson, not only did he only win two pennants during an 18-year span in which 
every NL team won at least one, but his teams only finished above fourth place on two other occasions. 

Robinson was a major figure in pre-depression baseball. The jovial yang to former 1890s Baltimore 
Orioles teammate and fellow Hall of Fame manager John McGraw’s irascible yin, Robinson was the 
primary catcher of those great Baltimore teams and managed Brooklyn from 1914 to 1931. Known as 
“Uncle Robbie,” Robinson lent his name to the team itself, which was known as the Robins for those 18 
seasons. Yet, once you get past his personality and durability, little in Robinson’s record suggests he 
deserved induction specifically for his accomplishments as a manager. 

Harris is also something of a questionable choice, having never finished above third place outside of 
those three pennant-winning seasons, but he does rank seventh all-time in wins and fifth all-time in 
games managed. As a player/manager, Harris led the Senators to their first championship and two of the 
three pennants in team history in his first two seasons as Washington’s “boy manager” at the ages of 27 
and 28. More than twenty years later, he came out of retirement to lead the Yankees to their first post-
War championship in 1947. 

I’m more sanguine about the other four men on that list. 

In a 25-year managerial career, McKechnie won four pennants with three different franchises and led 
the 1925 Pirates and 1940 Reds to championships. Including a half-year stint in the Federal League in 
1915, McKechnie posted a winning percentage of .540 or better with four of the five franchises he 
managed. The only exception was the 1930s Boston Braves/Bees. McKechnie had a .458 winning 
percentage in eight years in Boston; Casey Stengel, his immediate successor, had a .432 mark over the 
subsequent six years. Both managers wound up in the Hall of Fame. Something tells me the losing 
wasn’t their fault. 

Williams was one of the great itinerant managers of the 1970s and ‘80s. He could be difficult and often 
butted heads with ownership and the front office, which is why none of his managerial stints lasted a full 
five seasons. However, he only spent one full season unemployed between 1967 and 1988, and of the 
six teams he managed, the only one he failed to improve was the mid-70s Angels. As a rookie skipper in 
1967, he led the Red Sox to their first pennant in 21 years, a performance so improbable it was dubbed 
“the Impossible Dream” in Boston. In 1971, he took over an A’s franchise that hadn’t seen the 
postseason in 40 years and won three straight division titles and two championships before falling out 
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with colorful owner Charlie O. Finley. At the end of the decade, he led the Expos to their first and 
greatest run of success, setting up their only postseason appearance in the bifurcated strike season of 
1981. He then went to San Diego and delivered the Padres’ first pennant. 

Lasorda won pennants in his first two full seasons as the Dodgers’ skipper, then won the World Series 
with the team in his fifth full season. In his first dozen seasons at the helm, the Dodgers made the 
playoffs six times, winning four pennants and two World Series, and were the only team to win multiple 
World Series in the 1980s. Near the end of Lasorda’s career, the Dodgers were in first place in a weak 
National League West division when the 1994 strike hit, and returned to the playoffs in Lasorda’s final 
full season in 1995. Beyond his on-field success, Lasorda was also one of the game’s great personalities, 
an outspoken, often hilariously profane character who clearly believed that “entertainer” was part of his 
job description. 

Among the Hall of Fame managers, only World War II-era Cardinals skipper Billy Southworth managed or 
won fewer games than Whitey Herzog, but Southworth’s .597 career winning percentage, fifth all-time 
regardless of era or minimum number of games, easily explains his induction. As for Herzog, he led the 
Royals to their first three playoff appearances from 1976 to 1978, then went to St. Louis and snapped a 
14-year pennant drought by leading the Cardinals to the championship in 1982. Herzog ultimately 
guided the Cardinals to three pennants from 1982 to 1987, making them the only team to appear in 
three World Series in that decade. Herzog gets additional credit for the Cardinals’ success because he 
was their general manager from 1980 to 1982, during which he traded for Ozzie Smith, among others, 
and had an outsized influence on the team thereafter. He was also the innovator of a speed-and-
defense-based approach for teams that played in artificial-surface stadiums, dubbed Whiteyball. 

Herzog, Lasorda, and Williams are three of the eight divisional-era managers thus far inducted (Earl 
Weaver, Sparky Anderson, Bobby Cox, Joe Torre, and Tony La Russa are the others), and their presence 
on the above list, along with the relative dearth in expansion-era managers in the Hall, suggests that 
using the averages from those 21 modern managers may be setting the standard too high. From 1901 to 
1957, 31 percent of team seasons were guided, at least in part, by a Hall of Fame manager. From 1957 
to 1995, just 21 percent of team seasons featured a Hall of Famer at the helm, and the most recent 
season to reach or exceed that 21 percent was 1990. 

JAWS uses the performance of the average Hall of Famer at a given position as the standard based on 
the belief that there have been a significant number of undeserving players inducted into the Hall of 
Fame. It thus follows that to avoid lowering the standard further, new inductees should be at least 
roughly equivalent to that average Hall of Famer. However, no manager not already in the Hall of Fame 
has won more than 1,961 games or more than five pennants. Only two, Gene Mauch and Bruce Bochy, 
have managed more than 3,648 games. Only one, Bochy, has won more than two World Series. If we 
were to hold managers to the JAWS standard, Bochy would be the only approved candidate to have 
managed in the major leagues since the 2014 Hall of Fame class of Bobby Cox, Joe Torre, and Tony La 
Russa retired after the 2010 and 2011 seasons. 

Even by that 21-percent standard, there should be an average of six Hall of Fame managers in the 30-
team major leagues at any one time. Looking around the league right now, the top candidates are 
Bochy, Terry Francona, Joe Maddon, Buck Showalter, and Scioscia. Dusty Baker was still active last year. 
It’s entirely possible that one or more of this season’s younger managers could go on to have a Hall-
worthy career, and I nominate the 56-year-old Bob Melvin as an arguably underappreciated mid-career 
manager who could finish strong (that is, if teams are still hiring managers over 55 in the next decade). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9rUy9FmzsxY
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For now, let’s look at the six veteran managers I mentioned above, along with three other recent 
retirees who I think also deserve serious Hall consideration. In this case, because active averages can 
fluctuate, I’ll rank them by career wins: 

Manager Age G W Pct. Playoff Pennant Champ MOY 

Bruce Bochy 63 3823 1910 .500 8 4 3 1 

Dusty Baker 69 3500 1863 .532 9 1 0 3 

Lou Piniella 74 3548 1835 .517 7 1 1 3 

Jim Leyland 73 3499 1769 .506 8 3 1 3 

Mike Scioscia 59 3032 1628 .537 7 1 1 2 

Terry Francona 59 2865 1564 .542 8 3 2 2 

Buck Showalter 62 3021 1539 .510 5 0 0 3 

Davey Johnson 75 2445 1372 .562 6 1 1 2 

Joe Maddon 64 2110 1139 .540 7 2 1 3 

MOY is the Manager of the Year award, which I omitted before because the award wasn’t created until 
1983. All of the current Hall of Fame managers began their managerial careers before the Baseball 
Writers’ Association of America introduced the award, but every Hall of Fame manager to manage past 
the 1988 season won the award at least once. Cox and La Russa won it a record four times each. 

Looking at the above list, Bochy could ultimately be just the third Hall of Fame manager with a losing 
career record, following Harris and Mack, but he leads this group in games, wins, pennants, and 
championships despite being the fourth-youngest of the nine men above. He’s a shoe-in. 

On the other side of the coin, I’m struck by how weak Showalter looks in this comparison. Beyond being 
the only one of these nine managers not to have won a pennant, he has the third-worst winning 
percentage, the fewest playoff appearances, and is seventh out of the nine in career wins. The good 
news for Buck is that he’s the third-youngest man on the list, his Orioles contract is up after this year, 
and his overachieving tenure in Baltimore seems likely to earn him another job with what would, by 
default, be a better team, should he want to continue managing. Still, the Hall looks like a reach for 
Showalter at this point. 

After Bochy, the skipper with the best Hall candidacy on that list is Francona, the only other manager 
with multiple championships to his credit, and historic ones at that given that his first broke the Red 
Sox’s 86-year title drought. Francona is also second only to Davey Johnson in winning percentage among 
these nine, is well on his way to a ninth playoff appearance, and is the youngest man on the list not 
planning to retire this fall. 

As for Johnson, he was on the 2017 Modern Baseball Committee Ballot, but, needing 12 votes, received 
fewer than five. Piniella, who was also on the ballot, received seven votes. Leyland, who retired the 
same year as Johnson, didn’t even make the ballot. Personally, I think Johnson should be the first of that 
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trio to be inducted. He led four different teams to the playoffs, compiled a .562 winning percentage (91 
wins over 162 games) over 17 seasons, and his teams averaged better than a second place finish, 
something that no current Hall of Famer, nor any other manager on the above list, can claim. Johnson 
was also ahead of the curve in his use of computers and statistics. However, among current Hall of 
Famers, only Southworth and Herzog won fewer games, none won just a single pennant, and the only 
man trailing Johnson in wins on the above list, Maddon, should pass him in the coming seasons. 

At 64, Maddon is the oldest active manager in baseball, but he has said he wants to manage for at least 
five more years. That should guarantee him more than 400 additional wins. If he sustains his strong 
winning percentage and adds some postseason accomplishments along the way, he will have a strong 
case by the time he retires, even if the late start to his career will have suppressed his cumulative totals. 
Maddon has managed his entire career in the wild-card era, in which playoff teams have had, at best, a 
1-in-4 chance of winning the pennant and a 1-in-8 chance of winning the World Series. By winning two 
pennants and one World Series in seven postseasons, Maddon has beaten those odds on both fronts 
thus far, and both of his pennants and his World Series win were landmarks for his teams, the Rays and 
Cubs. 

Perhaps the most interesting Hall of Fame candidacy among the men listed above is Baker’s. His career 
totals in games and wins are roughly equivalent to the averages for every Hall of Fame manager who 
entered the league after 1910 (3,438 games, 1,864 wins). His winning percentage is equivalent to that of 
Herzog, who was inducted with nearly 600 fewer wins. Only four Hall of Fame managers have exceeded 
his nine playoff appearances, and Baker brought all four teams he managed to the postseason, three of 
them multiple times. However, the analytical community derided Baker during his career for his 
excessive devotion to veterans of questionable value, seeming obliviousness to on-base percentage, and 
the mismanagement of his pitching staffs. Perhaps more importantly to the eventual Veterans 
Committee voters, despite his nine playoff appearances, Baker took just one team to the World Series 
and never won a championship. Baker lacks López excuse for that lack of a championship and, even 
facing an extra round of playoffs, should have won at least two pennants in those nine postseasons. Still, 
the rest of his resume comfortably meets the Hall standard. If inducted, he would be the first African-
American manager to reach the Hall of Fame for his work in the major leagues. 

As for Scioscia, he’s solidly mid-pack among the above nine. He’s fourth in winning percentage, fifth in 
wins, and will fall to sixth in playoff appearances once Maddon’s Cubs reach the postseason this year. 
His games and wins totals are almost exactly average for this group, as are his seven playoff 
appearances and one championship. However, he doesn’t exceed the current Hall of Fame averages in 
any category. 

The current Hall of Famer whose career Scioscia’s most resembles is that of his own former skipper, 
Lasorda. The similarities between the two are almost eerie. Both are Italians who grew up just outside 
Philadelphia, played for the Dodgers, and managed a single team in the Los Angeles area for their entire 
careers. Both had the bulk of their success in the first half of their careers. Both won a championship via 
an expanded playoff field (Lasorda in the split 1981 season, Scioscia via a wild-card berth in 2002), and 
their career totals are remarkably similar: 

 

 

https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/will-joe-maddons-legacy-include-a-second-term-as-cubs-manager/
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/will-joe-maddons-legacy-include-a-second-term-as-cubs-manager/
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Manager G W Pct. Playoffs Pennant Champ MOY 

Lasorda 3,040 1,599 .526 7 4 2 2 

Scioscia 3,032 1,628 .537 7 1 1 2 

Scioscia, who will finish with 3,078 games and will likely win another 20-something of them, has 
exceeded Lasorda in terms of regular season performance. However, he falls significantly short of 
Lasorda in terms of postseason success, and he never achieved anything resembling Lasorda’s 
ubiquitous celebrity. Of course, while it is called the Hall of Fame, Scioscia’s relative lack of personality 
shouldn’t be a demerit. As for his comparative lack of postseason success, that reflects a reality that the 
Eras Committee voters will need to take into account to when evaluating managers from the wild-card 
era. 

If we truly consider the playoffs a craps shoot, that would suggest that every playoff team has a 50 
percent chance of winning a given series (even in specific cases, the reality is rarely far from that). Prior 
to the introduction of divisional play, that meant that every team that reached the playoffs not only 
automatically won the pennant, but had a 50 percent chance of winning a championship. In Lasorda’s 
day of two divisions per league and one round of playoffs, it was a 50 percent chance of winning the 
pennant and a 25 percent chance of winning a championship. For Scioscia, however, it has been a 25 
percent chance of winning the pennant and a mere 12.5 percent chance of winning the World Series, 
and that’s before factoring in the Wild Card Game, in which Scioscia’s Angels have never participated. 

Lasorda still beat his odds. Remember, he faced two-tiered playoffs in two of his seven postseasons 
(1981 and 1995), yet still won the pennant in 57 percent of his playoff appearances and the World Series 
in 29 percent of them. Scioscia beat his 1-in-8 World Series odds, but fell short of his 1-in-4 pennant 
odds. I can’t justify keeping Scioscia out of the Hall over the lack of a single pennant. Still, this accounting 
suggests my initial reaction to the news of Scioscia’s impending retirement was correct. Scioscia may 
very well end up in the Hall of Fame, but he is a borderline candidate by the Hall’s current standards. 

 

                 FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS     

Calhoun, Upton HR, Angels beat A’s 4-3; Pujols hit milestone 

By Doug Padilla 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Against one of the best bullpens in baseball, the Los Angeles Angels treated all 
of the late innings like they were the ninth and the tactic was rewarded when they rallied for a 4-3 
victory over the Oakland Athletics. 

Kole Calhoun and Justin Upton hit two-run homers and Albert Pujols reached another milestone as the 
Angels were forced into comeback mode early on Friday night. 

With a single in the sixth inning, Pujols recorded his 1,000th career hit with the Angels. He became just 
the ninth player all-time with at least 1,000 hits in each league after getting 2,073 with the St. Louis 
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Cardinals. Four former Angels are on the list: Dave Winfield, Frank Robinson, Vladimir Guerrero and 
Orlando Cabrera. 

Upton’s two-run shot in the sixth inning off Oakland rookie reliever Lou Trivino proved to be the 
difference. Trivino (8-2), who had given up more than one earned run just once in his previous 46 
outings, lost a game for the first time since June 5. 

It might have been the sixth inning, but Upton came to the plate with a ninth-inning mentality as the A’s 
not only had their regular stable of relievers available, they also had newly-acquired right-hander 
Fernando Rodney for the first time. 

“They have a strong bullpen with guys that can beat you in many ways,” said Upton, who admitted his 
plan was to attack the first strike he saw. “You play to your strengths against those guys. Just compete. 
Those guys are pitching well this year.” 

Upton hit a two-run home run for the third consecutive game. 

The Angels trailed 3-0 just four batters into the game. Starter Felix Pena regained his composure and 
gave up just two more hits and no runs while pitching into the sixth inning. 

“I felt like in the first inning I was a little overamped so I went back to the video room to watch some 
video and I was able to make the adjustments,” said Pena, who had a similar slow start in his last home 
outing on July 29 but never made it out of the opening inning. 

Los Angeles improved to 8-1 over its last nine home games. 

Matt Chapman and Khris Davis each hit home runs in the first inning for the A’s, who are now 13-6 since 
the All-Star break. Chapman hit his 16th homer while Davis’ two-run shot was his 33rd. 

Oakland starter Brett Anderson gave up two runs on four hits with no walks, but was removed after five 
innings having thrown just 63 pitches. When asked if A’s starters are growing accustomed to being 
pulled earlier than usual in favor of a strong bullpen, Anderson offered a simple “no.” 

“It’s going to take some getting used to,” Anderson said. “In a tie game in the seventh the last time, you 
kind of see it. This one was a little early. But we’ve lived and died by our bullpen and those arms are 
tremendous down there so more times than not we’re going to come out with the victory.” 

Calhoun connected for a two-run drive in the third, his 16th of the season and 11th over his last 25 
games. Calhoun’s 15 home runs since June 18 lead the American League. 

Calhoun had just one home run and was batting .145 over 50 games when he went to the 10-day 
disabled list with a strained right oblique. In the 44 games since he has returned, he has hit 14 of his 15 
home runs, with 34 runs scored and 35 RBIs. 

Jim Johnson (4-2) retired the only batter he faced for the win. The Angels used three more pitchers in 
the ninth, with Blake Parker getting the final out for his 11th save. 
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“(The bullpen) came in and made pitches and it was a great job,” Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. 
“After that first inning, this game could go south in a hurry when you give up a three-spot. But Felix got 
his bearings and the bullpen was exceptional.” 

Rodney made his A’s debut, striking out a batter during a perfect seventh inning. Rodney was acquired 
Thursday in a trade from the Minnesota Twins. One plan for Rodney is to use him to help ease the heavy 
workload on Trivino. 

“We won’t have to potentially use Lou for more than one inning,” A’s manager Bob Melvin said. “We’ve 
used him quite a bit where he has to come in and clean up an inning and go back out for the next inning, 
which is really tough to do.” 

RODNEY ARRIVES 

Melvin says Rodney doesn’t have a set role. Instead, Melvin expects to mix and match his late-inning 
relievers in a stacked Oakland bullpen. 

“More than anything, it probably allows us to not overuse a Lou Trivino, to not overuse a Yusmeiro 
Petit,” Melvin said. “As much as we use our bullpen on certain days, we’re not afraid to move guys to 
the back end of the bullpen if a (Blake) Treinen or (Jeurys) Familia needs time off, so it just makes us 
better.” 

Rodney had 25 saves for the Twins in 46 appearances with a 3.09 ERA, but the closer job will still belong 
to Treinen. 

VLAD THE HALL OF FAMER 

The Angels honored new Hall of Famer Vladimir Guerrero with an on-field pregame ceremony that 
pushed back first pitch about a half hour. Guerrero, who made quick introductory speech at 
Cooperstown last month, was even quicker when he spoke to the crowd in both English and Spanish on 
Friday. 

“His forte is to not go up there and spew accolades about himself, and I think it makes him all the more 
special,” Scioscia said. “He was so beloved by his teammates because when he was playing, he was the 
best player on the planet but never talking about himself. He was a special talent.” 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Angels: Mike Trout was put on the 10-day disabled list with an inflamed right wrist. Scioscia expects his 
All-Star center fielder to return on Thursday when his DL stint ends. 

UP NEXT 

A’s: RHP Edwin Jackson (3-2, 2.87 ERA) will take the mound Saturday in the middle game of the series, 
carrying the sixth lowest ERA in the American League since his contract was selected June 25. 
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Angels: RHP Tyler Skaggs (8-7, 3.34) is expected to make his return from the disabled list Saturday, 
having not pitched since July 31 because of a left adductor strain. 

 

Trout goes on 10-day disabled list with inflamed right wrist 

ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — Star outfielder Mike Trout was put on the 10-day disabled list Friday because of 
an inflamed right wrist, a move that Los Angeles Angels had hoped to avoid. 

Manager Mike Scioscia sounded confident that Trout’s stay on the DL would not be extended beyond 
the minimum time. The Angels head out on a road trip to San Diego and Texas after the weekend. 

“We anticipate him being back when his DL is up,” Scioscia said. “Definitely in Texas he is going to play 
(Thursday), so most likely he will travel (to San Diego). The treatment he is getting is easy to administer.” 

The move was retroactive to Monday, when Trout received a cortisone injection in his wrist. The two-
time AL MVP has missed seven consecutive games. 

The 27-year-old Trout is batting .309 with 30 home runs and 60 RBIs. He leads the majors with a .459 on-
base percentage. 

Trout hasn’t played since Aug. 1, when he hurt his wrist during a feet-first slide into third base in Tampa 
Bay. 

Trout was out for 39 games last season after tearing a ligament in his left thumb in a headfirst slide. 

Scioscia initially didn’t think Trout would need to go on the DL. He said Friday there should be no long-
term ramifications from the injury. 

 

                 FROM FRONT OFFICE SPORTS     

Inside MLB’s Marketing Debate: In Defense of Commissioner Manfred 

As the second half of the MLB season heats up, are Manfred and the league to blame for the reported 
“lack” of marketing top players? 

By John Collins 

*This is the second part of a two-part series that examines MLB’s “marketing problem” and whether or 
not the league is to blame. In Part I, we presented the side that the league is at fault. 

https://frntofficesport.com/inside-mlbs-marketing-debate/
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Major League Baseball, Commissioner Rob Manfred, and Executive Director of the MLB Players 
Association Tony Clark have come under fire recently for the state of the game, particularly what many 
believe to be the league’s lackluster marketing of its players. 

Stepping back, it’s worth exploring whether some of that criticism might be misdirected. After all, it’s 
not like Manfred, Clark, and MLB are just sitting out there picking daisies. Manfred has been very hands-
on and engaged, actively monitoring the sport and league he’s been tasked with overseeing. As a well-
respected authority in all things media, communications, and sports entertainment, Joe Favorito noted, 
“in reality, MLB under Manfred has been amazingly progressive in the way it has approached finding 
new audiences and engaging in new activities.” 

During a Town Hall-style Q&A conducted at the 2018 All-Star Game, the commissioner emphasized that 
“we are paying attention to the organic changes going on in the game.” 

Based on his statements, Manfred and MLB are quite cognizant of the need to monitor fan and audience 
feedback as the sport continues to evolve, and react accordingly for the sport to survive and market 
itself effectively. 

“We need to begin to manage that change. We don’t want to get to a place where the fans are no 
longer enjoying it, and not engaging the next generation of fans,” Manfred stated. 

Many of the initiatives at this year’s All-Star Game in Washington, D.C. were excellent examples of 
Manfred and the league striving to grow their fanbase and market penetration by giving sports fans 
more of what seems to be wanted in today’s sports entertainment landscape. 

Mike Oz of Yahoo sports called attention to a concerted effort MLB made this year to “work closely with 
players and the players’ union to relax rules regarding the use of cell phones on the field to encourage 
them to share their points of view and All-Star experiences.” 

The creative approach by Manfred and MLB had an impact on the field, as ESPN’s Jerry Crasnick noted 
that the game offered “entertaining glimpses of players letting down their hair and doing their best to 
engage.” 

Players such as Manny Machado, Aaron Judge, and Mookie Betts posed for photos and took selfies, 
while others took to Instagram and Twitter, making the flagship event that much more fun and 
compelling. 

Major League Baseball is clearly aware that it’s this level of personality, self-expression, and engagement 
that generates passion and interest, commanding the attention of fans today. 

“Fans love seeing the personalities of their favorite players come to life, and tonight they were treated 
to just that,” Barbara McHugh, MLB’s senior vice president of marketing, stated that evening on July 
17.    

During an appearance on ESPN, the league’s commissioner acknowledged the reality of the situation, 
pointing out that “it’s really important for our players to demonstrate emotion on the field. I think that 

https://twitter.com/joefav
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/mlb/allstar/2018/07/17/mlb-shifts-labor-management-tension/791834002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/mlb/allstar/2018/07/17/mlb-shifts-labor-management-tension/791834002/
https://sports.yahoo.com/year-selfie-mlb-lets-personality-cell-phones-shine-star-game-050631400.html
http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/24126059/mlb-baseball-lightens-goes-deep-midsummer-classic
https://www.si.com/mlb/2018/07/17/Rob-Manfred-pro-bat-flips-players-showing-emotion
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in today’s entertainment environment, we have to be competitive, and I think our fans have been pretty 
clear that they like our players showing a little more emotion.” 

If it’s that emotion and excitement that drives viewership, increases league popularity and has proven to 
be one of the most effective strategies, leading to effective sports marketing — and Manfred and MLB 
seem to agree — how does baseball continue to go awry? Manfred and the league have been roundly 
criticized for doing a bad job of promoting the game, yet it seems like they know exactly what to do to 
correct it, and are actually on board with the solution. 

Part of the problem may be “clubhouse culture” itself. As Clark admitted, “much of the emotion has 
been starched out of the game, for myriad reasons…” including “unwritten rules curbing exultant 
reaction and excitement in the game.” 

That traditional “baseball code” Clark speaks of is a big reason why bat-flipping hitters have to worry 
about catching a baseball in the ear during their next at-bat, and overly enthusiastic celebrating relief 
pitchers are castigated when they get hyped up about recording a save. 

Interestingly, Clark continued to say that he believes “what has made our game so fantastic has been 
the passion our players exude on the field; celebrations need to be a part of our game. Being able to 
celebrate with what you’re wearing, what you’re doing — yeah, it’s gotta be there moving forward. We 
can’t lose that.” 

Yet this strange culture clash persists. Ted Berg, who covers MLB and all-things baseball related for USA 
Today and For The Win, hit the nail on the head — or fastball on the screws — saying that “baseball 
culture abhors anyone who puts himself before team, which makes players very wary of self-
promotion.”  

With the executive director of MLBPA and the commissioner coming out in support of bat-flips, 
celebrations, and demonstrations of enthusiasm, they do, in fact, want the flare and emotion fans are 
calling for to be brought back into the game.  

Favorito actually praised the league for many of its efforts designed to modernize the marketing and 
promotion of the game. 

“Those who look at the league as the impetus for exposure are only half right; the building of personal 
brand has to start at home,” he said. 

It’s precisely that issue Manfred cited as a big factor inhibiting Major League Baseball from becoming 
the marketing powerhouse that NBA is lauded as — simply, the reluctance of the sports’ biggest stars to 
put themselves out there on the stage. 

Commissioner Manfred even noted that he’d love to do more to promote key figures in the game, like 
Trout, yet “it has to start with Trout himself. Player marketing requires one thing, for sure: the player. 
You can not market a player passively. You can’t market anything passively,” he told the Orange County 
Register.   

https://www.usatoday.com/story/sports/mlb/2018/07/17/mlb-bat-flips-unwritten-rules/792950002/
https://www.sportsbusinessdaily.com/Daily/Issues/2018/07/18/Leagues-and-Governing-Bodies/Trout.aspx
https://www.sportsbusinessdaily.com/Daily/Issues/2018/07/18/Leagues-and-Governing-Bodies/Trout.aspx
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Many may have misconstrued this as the commissioner being unfairly critical of one of baseball’s biggest 
stars, yet that’s not even remotely the case. Manfred was simply explaining the reality of the situation, 
and illuminating some of what may be behind MLB’s “marketing problem.” 

The Angels outfielder has had ample opportunity to showcase himself and build a brand with offers to 
participate in events like the World Baseball Classic and Home Run Derby, or be profiled on CBS’ “60 
Mintutes” and appear on late-night TV. Yet he hasn’t, mentioning that his emphasis is on having a long, 
productive career on the field. 

While Trout’s focus on the actual sport is a laudable attitude, and the star continues to demonstrate 
admirable humility, that’s not conducive to effective marketing and self-promotion. As Favorito 
explained, “it takes a village — the athlete, and those who must augment the athlete time, providing key 
opportunities and building best practices.” He went on to describe the composition of these “villages,” 
saying “those people involve teams, the MLBPA, agents, marketing, charitable foundation people and 
others who can help contribute to brand storytelling. It doesn’t happen in an instant, it takes time and 
effort.” 

 


