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'Do you': Jacob Nix at ease 
in dismissing Phillies in 
MLB debut 
 
Jeff Sanders 

A bothersome groin kept Jacob Nix from throwing in front of the big league manager 

this spring, the 22-year-old right-hander’s first invitation to big league camp. Before 

that, a draft snafu forced him to wait an extra year to even start his professional 

career. 

On a Friday night in front of nearly 70 family members and friends at Petco Park, Nix 

proved all that waiting was worth it. 

“It’s been a long time coming,” Nix said after throwing six shutout innings in a 2-0 

win over the NL East-leading Phillies to earn the victory in his major league debut. 

“I’ve worked my whole life for this moment. I’m on cloud nine.” 

He’s also in rare company. 

Only six other Padres pitchers had thrown six or more shutout innings in his Padres 

debut and none of the rookie hurlers used in his rebuilding year had come even close 

to winning their first big league start. 

Nix did so by escaping a bases-loaded jam in the first, scattering four hits and two 

walks and retiring 13 of the final 14 batters he face. He struck out four, threw 63 of his 

88 pitches for strikes and savored the win after Austin Hedges hit his ninth homer off 

former Padres farmhand Zach Eflin (6 IP, 2 ER) and Matt Strahm, Craig Stammen 

and Kirby Yates combined for the final nine outs. 

“I thought as the game wore on he got better and better,” Padres manager Andy 

Green said. “You relish those moments as a manager – watching a young guy step up 

like that and have that kind of debut.” 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-east-ORSPT00000156-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/zach-eflin-PESPT0015798-topic.html
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Nix’s debut was the third for a Padres pitcher this week and the fifth for a starting 

pitcher since left-hander Joey Lucchesi got the nod the second game of the season. 

Eric Lauer debuted in late April, Walker Lockett got his first call in June and Brett 

Kennedy followed suit after two veterans – Tyson Ross and Jordan Lyles – were 

waived over the weekend. 

A third pitcher was shown the door Friday when Phil Hughes was designated for 

assignment to make room for Nix as Green spelled out what had become obvious to 

anyone paying attention to the active roster. 

“We’re moving younger,” Green said. “ … (Hughes) wasn’t getting a ton of 

opportunity to pitch because we’re moving in a different direction.” 

Clearly. 

Eight of the nine rookies in the home clubhouse Friday are on the pitching staff, four 

are in rotation and three – Nix, Kennedy and reliever Trey Wingenter – were seated 

next to each other when 1976 NL Cy Young winner Randy Jones stopped by for a 

Friday afternoon visit 

No, it doesn’t get much worse than Kennedy’s first inning Wednesday: No pitcher had 

ever allowed three consecutive homers in his first big league inning. 

All pitchers, Jones reminded the trio, have days like that. 

Jones, for instance, gave up a home run to Willie Mays in his big league debut in 1973 

and another to Hank Aaron in his second start. 

The key, as Jones and some of the other Padres rookies relayed to Nix, was to “do 

you.” 

“Be yourself,” Nix said of the pre-game advice he received. “Don't change a thing. 

Don't try to do too much. Don't try to nibble corners. Don’t try to be perfect. Just 

pitch the same game in the minor leagues that made you successful. That's what I try 

to do.” 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyson-ross-PESPT000010386-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jordan-lyles-PESPT0015364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/phil-hughes-PESPT000010131-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cy-young-award-EVSPR000088-topic.html
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It had certainly served Nix well since the Padres selected him in the third round in 

2015, a year after his $1.5 million signing bonus as the Astros’ fifth-round pick 

disappeared when Houston quarreled with Cathedral Catholic’s Brady Aiken over the 

health of his elbow. (Their signing bonuses were intertwined due to baseball’s draft 

pool rules.) 

On top of that, Nix calling on the players’ union in a grievance against the Astros 

compromised his status as an amateur, costing him his scholarship to UCLA. 

The path back to an organization required enrolling at IMG Academy on the other 

side of the country, refining his craft for a year and signing with the Padres for 

$900,000. “ 

“Four years ago was a tough time with the whole Astros thing,” said Nix, a Los 

Alamitos High product. “I lost my NCAA eligibility. I couldn't go to college. I didn't 

have a home basically. I didn't have anywhere to play. I didn't have a lot of 

opportunity in front of me. It's amazing how far I could come in that amount of time.” 

His intriguing four-pitch mix had carried him from low Single-A Fort Wayne in 2016 

all the way to big league camp in February when a groin injury, the same one that 

slowed him out of camp in 2017, cost him his first chance to audition for a big league 

job this spring. 

He’d thrown only 58 2/3 innings (1.84 ERA) – including just six at Triple-A El Paso – 

when the Padres gave him a second chance at Petco Park. 

In front of nearly 70 friends and family in town, Nix, ranked 14th in the Padres’ farm 

system by MLB.com, didn’t disappoint. 

He retired the first two hitters he faced before sandwiching two singles around a two-

out walk to load the bases 

A groundball got Nix out of that jam and a flyball to right helped him strand two 

runners in the second, the start of eight straight outs. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/houston-astros-ORSPT000013-topic.html
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His first punchout came on an inside, 3 mph fastball that froze Nick Williams to start 

the third inning. His second was a spiked, 79 mph change-up that Jorge Alfaro swung 

over to end the fourth. His third stranded a one-out single in the fifth. His fourth 

started a one-two-three sixth, his last inning in a debut notable as much for his 

demeanor throughout the day as the results between the lines. 

The Orange County native mingled with a large group of friends and family before the 

game. He was chatty on the trainer’s table 40 minutes before the first start, was 

mostly at ease on the mound after escaping a first-inning jam and was belting out 

lines to Green Day’s “Basket Case” as Franmil Reyes played the air guitar in front of 

his locker after the bullpen secured his win. 

“That was fun,” Nix said aloud to no one in particular before the media approached 

him for his first post-game interview. 

Then he elaborated. 

“I like to keep it loose,” Nix said. “I like to act the same no matter what environment 

I'm in.” 

That, as far as Green could tell, served him as well as the change-ups that fooled 

Alfaro and Rhys Hoskins and the fastball command that kept the Phillies off-balance 

much of the night. 

“I could tell he was comfortable in his own skin,” Green said. “I've had some young 

guys come in the past, that aren't with us anymore, that when they came in that you 

could see it in their eyes that this felt bigger than them. 

“He was bigger than this moment. That was a lot of fun to see.” 
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Talking with ... Padres 
closer Kirby Yates 
Jeff Sanders 

A flurry of roster moves – Brad Hand to the Indians, Jordan Lyles claimed and Phil 

Hughes DFA’d – has left Kirby Yates and Craig Stammen as both the chief late-

inning arms and the elder statesmen of a bullpen filled with rookies and 20-

somethings. Both are new-ish roles for Yates, a 31-year-old former waiver claim 

who is now the No. 1 option for save opportunities in San Diego. 

Union-Tribune: Trevor Hoffman made closer entrance songs a thing here in San 

Diego with “Hell’s Bells.” Your song right now is quite a bit different. Tell us about it. 

Yates: I’ve been coming out to the same song since low-A – Bob Marley’s “Could You 

Be Loved.” It’s just a song I like, a song that puts me in a good place. 

U-T: And it’s a bit different for a ninth-inning song isn’t it? 

Yates: I don’t know. You want fans to be pumped up. I’ve never been a big-league 

closer really, so I’ve honestly never ran into the game closing it out with that song 

playing. I don’t know how it feels or what it’d be like. It’s a song I enjoy. If it’s 

something that takes off that would be awesome, but I have to go do this a few times 

to see how it is. 

U-T: Could it maybe lull hitters to sleep? 

Yates: I don’t know. I don’t know if hitters get pumped up or scared if they see 

flames on the screen or whatever and loud music. I don’t know if that plays into it. 

You want the crowd into it. You’d like to get the crowd to get a little bit louder when 

you run into the game. I think that would help. 

U-T: You’re from Hawaii. We’ve heard you don’t surf. Do we have that wrong? 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/brad-hand-PESPT0015283-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jordan-lyles-PESPT0015364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/phil-hughes-PESPT000010131-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/phil-hughes-PESPT000010131-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/craig-stammen-PESPT0015561-topic.html
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Yates: No, I do surf – I haven’t surfed in San Diego yet. I don’t have my boards here 

for a reason – because if I go once I might go all the time and I try to focus on baseball 

here. I love to surf. I moved away from Kaua’i in the offseason two years ago. I go 

home for a month every offseason and hopefully the waves are good and I can out 

there, but when I was living there that’s kind of all I did. It’s part of the reason I 

moved away. 

U-T: You’re landlocked living in Arizona. Was that a difficult adjustment? 

Yates: Yeah, but I moved there to change my offseason routine. I moved there to get 

in the weight room as much as I can. I hired a couple trainers … to start changing my 

body for the better. I got stronger in places I’d never been strong before and I think 

it’s helped me the last two big-league seasons. I felt like in 2016 I got off to a really 

good start and I got tired at the halfway point and that affected me. Last year was the 

first year I came into the season where I felt like I had the strength to sustain a big-

league season and you could tell the difference immediately. 

U-T: Was surfing a problem for you? 

Yates: I mean if the waves were good I was going to go surf. I wasn’t going to work 

out. I think I had to get more disciplined. It did work for a while. I believe in surfing 

and I believe it does a lot of good for me. I just felt like I had to get away to give 

myself an opportunity to reach my peak potential. I didn’t have trainers on Kaua’i 

that could guide me. I didn’t really know what I was doing. I’d have my program in 

the weight room and go do it and somedays I’d show up and work hard and other 

days it was so-so. Now, every day in the offseason I work as hard as I can. 

U-T: You said after the trade deadline you were looking forward to being part of what 

they’re building here. What’s it been like to see some of the young arms – Jacob Nix, 

Brett Kennedy and Trey Wingenter – come up in the last week? 

Yates: I don’t know much about them – just the bits I saw in spring training. It’s 

exciting to be a part of. I’m excited to watch them and see what they’ve got and I hope 

every single one of them comes up and dominates. Because that would make us really 

good. A lot of them have earned the right to come up to the big leagues and it’s cool to 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
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see. I’m on the other side now. I’ve never felt old in the big leagues. With all these 22-

year-olds coming up it’s like, “Wow, I guess I am a little older now.” 

U-T: How do you and Stammen get to decide who carries the pink bags to the 

bullpen? 

Yates: We’ve got some on the way. We had a little discussion on how to handle it. I 

guess everyone can see it when it happens. I don’t think it’s going to be pink bags. 

Just because they’re so many (rookies in the bullpen), you can’t let one off the hook 

because he’s got two more weeks on a guy. They’re all rookies and they’re all in it 

together. 

U-T: Do you enjoy being one of the older guys now? Are you comfortable handing out 

advice? 

Yates: I’ll hand out advice if guys ask for it. I’m not going to get in their ear. I’ll only 

give advice if guys want to hear it. Maybe I do like it because I’m a guy who’s had 

some success lately. Maybe I can give them something that will help them. I’ve been 

through a lot in my career. I’ve had more downs than ups. I’m finally starting to find 

some success here. Maybe there’s one thing I can tell them that helps them. 

U-T: What do you think that one thing could be? 

Yates: Hard to tell. Every guy is different. Every guy, there is something that comes 

easy to them and something that is really hard for them to do. It’s hard to pinpoint 

any one thing. I would say don’t ever give up on yourself and don’t ever stop trying to 

get better. I think you’ve got to come to the field every day to work to get better. Once 

you stop doing that, you plateau and everyone else can catch up to you. 
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Minors Michel Baez hit hard 
in San Antonio debut 
 
Jeff Sanders 

At least Michel Baez’s Texas League debut is out of the way. 

The 22-year-old right-hander struck out eight but allowed six runs in 4 2/3 innings in 

his first Double-A San Antonio loss, a 6-2 loss on Friday night to visiting Tulsa. 

Baez (0-1, 11.57) allowed three runs in the first inning and three runs in the second. 

He walked three batters, hit a batter and gave up five hits, including a first-inning 

home run to Cael Brockmeyer. 

Baez threw 61 of his 96 pitches for strikes and also committed a throwing error on a 

pickoff. 

Baez, who is ranked seventh in the Padres organization and No. 62 overall by 

MLB.com, earned the promotion with 92 strikeouts over 86 2/3 innings (2.91 ERA) at 

high Single-A Lake Elsinore. 

Right-hander Colby Blueberg (5.02) followed Baez with seven strikeouts over 3 1/3 

scoreless innings. 

Center fielder Buddy Reed (.186) went 2-for-4 with two doubles and two runs 

scored. 

San Antonio is 23-24 in the second half and 65-52 overall. 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (65-51) 

• Sacramento 1, Chihuahuas 0: RHP Kyle Lloyd (5.84) struck out three and 

allowed one hit and two walks in four shutout innings in the start and RHP T.J. 

Weir (4.24) turned in three scoreless innings in relief. RHP Jonathan 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_10_tulaax_sanaax_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_10_elpaaa_srcaaa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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Aro (2-3, 3.68) allowed a run in the eighth. Lloyd’s triple in his only at-bat was 

one of four El Paso hits in the game and the only extra-base hit. 

HIGH SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (23-25, 57-
61) 

• Inland Empire 6, Storm 0: RHP Carter Capps (5.73) turned in 2 1/3 scoreless 

innings after RHP Pedro Avila (7-7, 4.14) allowed six runs in 4 2/3 innings in 

the start. 3B Ruddy Giron (.255) went 2-for-4 for half the Storm’s hits. 

LOW SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (21-25, 53-62) 

• Lake County 3, TinCaps 1: LHP Tom Cosgrove (2-6, 4.39) struck out six and 

allowed three runs in 5 1/3 innings in the start. LHP Danny Sexton struck out 

three in 1 2/3 innings and RHP Dylan Coleman (0.77) struck out two in a 

scoreless eighth. LF Jack Suwinski (.226) went 2-for-4 with an RBI. 

SHORT-SEASON TRI-CITY (5-10, 23-30) 

• Hillsboro 1, Dust Devils 0: LHP Omar Cruz (0.52) walked five over 3 2/3 

scoreless innings in the start. DH Luis Asuncion (.269) went 3-for-4 and 

CF Grant Little (.254) went 2-for-4. 

ROOKIE AZL PADRES 1 (9-4, 19-22) 

• Padres 3, Mariners 0: 2B Lee Solomon (.333) went 2-for-4 with two doubles 

and RF Agustin Ruiz (.259) went 2-for-4 with a triple, two RBIs and a run 

scored. RHP Nick Thwaits (1.08) struck out seven over 4 2/3 scoreless 

innings in the start. 

ROOKIE AZL PADRES 2 (6-6, 21-19) 

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_10_lesafa_inlafa_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_10_ftwafx_lcoafx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_10_hilasx_triasx_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_10_pdrrok_mrnrok_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
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• Padres 7, Indians 0: LHP Joey Cantillo (1.98) struck out four over four 

shutout innings in the start. DH Luis Roman (.273) went 4-for-5 with two 

doubles, his third homer and four RBIs. 

ROOKIE DSL PADRES (30-29) 

• D-backs 6, Padres 2: RHP Carlos Guarate (1-1, 3.71) allowed four runs – 

three earned – on nine hits and a walk in five innings in the loss. 

1B Emmanuel Guerra (.228) drove in both runs on his sixth homer. 

Transactions 

• LHP Logan Allen was transferred from San Antonio to El Paso and will start 

Saturday. LHP Danny Sexton was transferred from San Antonio to Fort 

Wayne and RHP Tevor Megill was transferred from Lake Elsinore to San 

Antonio. 

• RHP Caleb Boushley was transferred from Fort Wayne to Lake Elsinore. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_10_sdprok_cltrok_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
http://www.milb.com/milb/stats/stats.jsp?gid=2018_08_10_ddirok_dparok_1&t=g_box&sid=milb
https://sdut.us/2vWFINP
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Padres notes: Phil Hughes 
DFA'd; minor leaguer Goris 
suspended 

Jeff Sanders 

Phil Hughes’ short stay with the Padres has come to an end. 

The veteran right-hander was designated for assignment Friday to make room for 

right-hander Jacob Nix’s major league debut. 

Hughes posted a 6.10 ERA, 24 strikeouts and a 1.69 WHP in 20 2/3 innings since the 

Padres acquired him for a competitive balance pick that they used to select Texas 

Tech outfielder Grant Little, who is now ranked No. 27 in the organization 

according to MLB.com 

Equally important in the deal was $812,200 added to the Padres bonus pool, the 

seventh-largest in the draft. 

The Padres, at the time of the trade, were on the hook for roughly $7.5 million of 

Hughes’ salary through the 2019 season. 

The 32-year-old Hughes tweeted shortly after the Padres announced he’d been 

DFA’d:“Huge thank you to everyone I had the pleasure of working with in San Diego. 

It was an honor to wear the uniform of the team I grew up watching. While my time 

as a Padre was short, I’ll always be your twitter king” 

Minor leaguer Goris suspended 

Triple-A infielder Diego Goris was suspended 50 games without pay for a second 

positive test for a drug of abuse, a violation of the Minor League Drug Prevention and 

Treatment Program. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/phil-hughes-PESPT000010131-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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The 27-year-old Goris played in the Padres system from 2013 to 2017 and was 

reacquired in spring training from the White Sox for cash considerations. 

Goris was hitting .265/.299/.397 with seven homers and 53 RBIs in 89 games with El 

Paso. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
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Proposal made to rename 
street near Petco Park for 
Trevor Hoffman 

Jeff Sanders 

Petco Park may soon be located at the corner of Tony Gwynn Drive and Trevor 

Hoffman Way. 

San Diego’s downtown community planning council is scheduled to vote Wednesday 

whether to approve a proposal that would rename a stretch of Park Boulevard — from 

Tony Gwynn Drive to Imperial Avenue — for the Padres’ newly-inducted Hall of Fame 

closer. 

ABC 10News first reported the proposal, which was confirmed by Pat Stark, chairman 

of the committee. 

“To me it makes sense,” Stark said by phone Friday afternoon. “I don’t think there’s a 

whole lot of debate on it, at least from my perspective.” 

The city approached the team with the concept earlier this season. 

It is believed that the change could happen before the end of the season — but not by 

the time Hoffman’s statue is unveiled at the Park at the Park on Aug. 18. 

Hoffman was inducted to the National Baseball Hall of Fame on July 29. The Padres’ 

longtime closer recorded an NL-record 601 saves in his 19-year career, including 552 

in his 16 years in San Diego. 

Hoffman joins Gwynn and Dave Winfield as the only players wearing a Padres logo in 

Cooperstown. 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tony-gwynn-PESPT000011564-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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Minors Another promotion: 
Logan Allen set for Saturday 
El Paso start 
 
Jeff Sanders 

Logan Allen’s next start will be in the Pacific Coast League. 

Ranked No. 87 in MLB.com’s top-100 and eight among Padres prospects, the 21-year-

old left-hander will be promoted to Triple-A El Paso for a Saturday start after a 

breakthrough campaign saw Allen fan a Padres system-best 125 batters in 121 innings 

at Double-A San Antonio. 

Allen’s 10 wins are tied for both the system and Texas League lead while his 2.75 ERA 

leads qualifying starting pitchers in the circuit. 

Allen was a mid-season all-star with the Missions and was twice the league’s pitcher 

of the week. The last time was after pitching seven innings of a combined no-hitter 

with reliever Jason Jester. 

Allen struck out seven and walked five before handing the ball off to Jester for the 

final two innings. 

Allen struck out a season-high 12 batters on May 30, 10 on June 10 and held the 

opposition to one run or less in 11 of his 20 appearances (19 starts). 

Allen’s opponent average (.205), WHIP (1.05) and strikeout-to-walk ratio (3.29) are 

all career-lows. 

Boston’s eighth-round pick in 2015, Allen joined the Padres alongside Manuel 

Margot, Carlos Asuaje and Javy Guerra in the Craig Kimbrel trade. 

Margot and Asuaje are in the majors and Allen and Guerra are now in the Pacific 

Coast League. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/pacific-coast-league-ORSPT000638-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/manuel-margot-PESPTF00621-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/manuel-margot-PESPTF00621-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/carlos-asuaje-PESPTF00608-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/javier-guerra-PESPT0015274-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/craig-kimbrel-PESPT000010173-topic.html
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Nix earns victory in Major League debut 

By Jack Baer 

SAN DIEGO -- The way Jacob Nix saw it, all he had to do was pitch well at Triple-A El Paso for 
a few weeks to earn a mid-September callup to the Majors. 

That call came a little sooner than expected, but Nix showed he was more than ready for it on 
Friday night, as the Padres rode his strong MLB debut to a 2-0 victory over the Phillies at Petco 
Park. 

Nix started his MLB career with six scoreless innings, striking out four, walking two and yielding 
four hits. The 22-year-old settled in after opening with a pair of inefficient innings, allowing just 
one baserunner over the next four frames against the National League East-leading Phillies for 
his first MLB win. 

"It was a special night, one he's going to remember the rest of his life," Padres manager Andy 
Green said. "You relish those moments as a manager, to watch a young guy step up like that 
and have that type of a debut. That's a lot of fun." 

With his cheering section clearly audible in the Petco Park crowd, Southern California native 
Nix, the Padres' No. 14 prospect, according to MLB Pipeline, became the seventh Padres 
starter to throw six or more scoreless innings in his big league debut and the first 
since Odrisamer Despaigne threw seven scoreless on June 23, 2014. 

Nix's season started later than usual due to a groin injury, but he posted strong results in the 
Minors once he returned to the mound. The 2015 third-rounder registered a 1.84 ERA and 44 
strikeouts in 58 2/3 innings this season between Double-A San Antonio and El Paso. That delay 
gave Padres catcher Austin Hedges an opportunity to catch Nix while rehabbing in extended 
spring training. 

"He dominated that, but he dominated this just as much," Hedges said. 

Finishing at 88 pitches in six innings, Nix said he thought he could have pitched a seventh 
inning, but Green wanted to make sure the rookie didn't come away with a loss. 

"I was going to cover him," Green said. "I wasn't going to let him be in a position to walk away 
from that game with a loss, so we had Matt Strahm up early in the sixth. Not because [Nix] 
hadn't thrown the ball well, but just because we wanted to make sure a guy gets out of his debut 
with a good line intact and feels good about himself." 

Nix's strong debut overshadowed a solid effort from Phillies starter Zach Eflin, who struck out 
eight in six innings and allowed two earned runs. It was the second straight shutout loss for the 
Phillies, who fell into a tie for first place in their division with the Braves, thanks to Atlanta's 10-1 
win against the Brewers. 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
A powerful battery: As far as the support Nix received during his debut, look no further than his 

https://www.mlb.com/padres
http://m.mlb.com/player/628333/odrisamer-despaigne
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/621381/matt-strahm
http://m.mlb.com/player/621107/zach-eflin
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batterymate, Hedges. Hedges scored both runs to continue his hot streak. Since returning from 
the DL on June 24, Hedges is hitting .314/.391/.562. 

Hedges hit a bloop single in the second inning for the Padres' first hit of the game, then stole 
second and came home on Freddy Galvis' RBI single. He homered off Eflin in the fourth inning 
for his ninth long ball of the year and notched his first career game with both a home run and 
stolen base. 

One last chance: The Phillies managed to bring the winning run to the plate in the ninth inning 
against Padres closer Kirby Yates, with Odubel Herrera and Maikel Franco each hitting 
singles to lead off the inning. That would be the closest they would get, though, as Yates struck 
out the next two batters and induced a weak grounder to finish the game. 

HE SAID IT 
"I could hear my grandma." -- Nix, on a personal cheering section that he estimated was 60-70 
people, well over his allotment 

UP NEXT 
The Padres have recently been using a six-man rotation, but right-hander Walker Lockett, who 
has a 9.28 ERA in 10 2/3 innings pitched with San Diego, could be competing for a spot if the 
team moves back to a conventional rotation. That begins with his start Saturday, facing Phillies 
ace Aaron Nola (12-3, 2.37 ERA) at 5:40 p.m. PT. 
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http://m.mlb.com/player/596748/maikel-franco
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Myers progressing well, nearing return from 
DL 

By Jack Baer 

SAN DIEGO -- Padres manager Andy Green indicated that Wil Myers could be activated from 
the 10-day disabled list on Monday, the first day the outfielder is eligible to return from a left foot 
contusion. 

"He was out moving around, doing some defensive work earlier today. He needs to check the 
box running the bases," Green said. "I fully expect to see him back here very, very quickly. I 
don't want to put a deadline on Monday because if he goes out and runs the bases today and it 
doesn't feel good, then we might back off a little bit. But I think we're very, very close to seeing 
Wil back active." 

When Myers does return, the Padres could be in for a minor logjam in the corner 
outfield. Hunter Renfroe and Franmil Reyes have combined to go 19-for-40 with seven 
homers and 17 RBIs in the six games since Myers hit the DL, punctuated by the pair's big night 
against the Brewers in Thursday's 8-4 win. 

Myers has been taking grounders at third recently, which could give the Padres a lineup with as 
many big bats as possible. 

"I like third, it's fun. I do enjoy it," Myers said. "I'm just getting reps over there for the option. I 
think that's what I'm trying to do over there, give the team an option, just in case something 
happens." 

Green presented it less as a dilemma and more as evidence that the rebuilding Padres are 
moving in the right direction. 

"It'll all play itself out in time and if everybody is trying to figure out what's going to happen a 
week from now, it usually turns into a bad situation for everybody," Green said. "Every good 
team in baseball has guys that could be, or should be, playing every day in the Major Leagues 
that aren't playing every day in the Major Leagues. That's a sign that you're starting to become a 
good team." 

Padres DFA Hughes 

In order to make roster space for Jacob Nix during the right-hander's debut against the Phillies 
on Friday night, the Padres designated veteran reliever Phil Hughes for assignment, ending the 
32-year-old's three-month tenure in San Diego. 

When a player's contract is designated for assignment -- often abbreviated "DFA" -- that player 
is immediately removed from his club's 40-man roster, and 25-man roster if he was on that, as 
well. Within seven days of the transaction (it was previously 10 days), the player must either be 
traded, released or placed on irrevocable outright waivers. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/592669/hunter-renfroe
http://m.mlb.com/player/614177/franmil-reyes
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/hunter-renfroes-grand-slam-gives-padres-win/c-289625990
http://m.mlb.com/player/461833/phil-hughes
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Hughes posted a 6.10 ERA in 20 2/3 innings with the Padres, striking out 24 and yielding seven 
homers. He was acquired from the Twins in May along with the 74th overall pick in the MLB 
Draft for Minor League catcher Janigson Villalobos. 

"The time we had with him, tremendous dude," Green said. "I hear from my wife that he's 
unbelievable on Twitter, too. I don't know that, but she tells me that. He's just a great guy in the 
clubhouse. He wasn't getting a ton of opportunity to pitch because we're moving in a different 
direction, but grateful for the time he was in a Padres uniform and definitely wish him the 
absolute best." 

Worth noting 

• Major League Baseball announced Friday that Padres Minor Leaguer Diego Goris had 
received a 50-game suspension for a second positive test for a drug of abuse. The 27-year-old 
was hitting .265/.299/.397 this season with seven homers in 342 plate appearances for Triple-A 
El Paso. 

• Every member of the Padres' current six-man rotation is expected to make at least one more 
turn in the rotation, but Green said the team might evaluate the group when the schedule hits an 
off-day. 

• Eric Lauer pitched long toss on Friday. Green said the right-hander is feeling well, but he's not 
expected to return in the next 10 days. 
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‘He was bigger than this moment’ – 

Padres’ Jacob Nix is stellar in major 

league debut 
By Dennis Lin  

On a balmy evening at Petco Park, close to 70 family members and friends 

cheered whenever Jacob Nix threw a strike. He did so 63 times, the number in 

the box score nearly aligning with the number in the seats. They cheered pitch 

after pitch after pitch. They even cheered when, during one of his at-bats, he hit 

a ball that landed foul. 

A triumphant major-league debut, of course, is something to be savored. Nix, 

who four years ago missed out on starting his career, who later missed out on 

starting consecutive seasons, delivered a memorable first impression Friday 

night. The Padres beat the Phillies, 2-0. Austin Hedges homered and scored 

both runs, yet afterward, the catcher mostly marveled at the performance of a 

22-year-old right-hander. 

“The composure he has, the confidence he has, that’s about as good as you’re 

going to get,” Hedges said. “You couldn’t even tell that was his debut.” 

Since they dedicated themselves to compiling long-term assets, the Padres have 

touted an upcoming flood of youth. But it is one thing to talk about what could 

or might happen; it is another to see plans unfold on a big-league field. It is 

something else to witness a pristine introduction. 

Nix on Friday became the fifth starting pitcher to make his big-league debut 

with the Padres this season. He became the seventh pitcher in franchise history 

to throw six or more shutout innings in his first career game. He went that exact 

distance, yielding four hits and two walks. He struck out four batters. He 

displayed efficiency and precision across 88 pitches, including a change-up that 

sent Rhys Hoskins, Philadelphia’s best hitter, trudging back to the dugout. 

“He’s really polished and confident,” Chris Kemp, the Padres’ minor-league 

field coordinator, said earlier this week. 

That could be said of any number of pitchers, but it is noteworthy in this case. 

In 2017, a groin strain postponed the beginning of Nix’s season. He did not 

https://theathletic.com/author/dennis-lin/
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debut in High-A until late that May. He wound up throwing fewer than 100 

innings between Lake Elsinore and Double-A San Antonio. 

This spring, he suffered the same injury two days before he reported to Peoria, 

Ariz. He spent the majority of his first big-league camp on the trainer’s table. 

He did not pitch once in the Cactus League. He finally made his season debut, 

with San Antonio, on May 30. 

“There’ve been various times both last year and this year when we were like, 

‘Is he going to get his season off the ground even?’” farm director Sam Geaney 

said before Friday’s game. “Because [the groin injury has] been limiting. … It 

just kind of speaks to his mental toughness, that he’s been able to, two years in 

a row, pitch through it and get past it and go out and have a fairly full season.” 

His 2018 finally underway, Nix logged a 1.84 ERA over 10 starts with San 

Antonio. Then he received a promotion to Triple-A that lasted all of one 

outing. 

Last Saturday, he tossed six scoreless innings for El Paso. A few days later, he 

learned he would be starting the Padres’ series opener against Philadelphia. 

With the team on the road in Milwaukee, he arrived at Petco Park and played 

catch. On Friday afternoon, he entered manager Andy Green’s office and sat 

down. 

“A lot of people clam up in those moments,” Green said. “They get really, 

really quiet. They get really anxious, really nervous. He was talking all day. 

You could tell he was comfortable in his own skin. 

“He was bigger than this moment.” 

Nix had been waiting for such a moment perhaps longer than he should have. 

The Orange County native grew up attending games at Angel Stadium, where 

his mother, Cindy, worked in the suites. A position player at the time, he 

exulted in receiving a ball signed by David Eckstein. 

At Los Alamitos High, he learned how to pitch and grew into a sturdy frame. 

By the summer of 2014, he was projected to be an early selection in the June 

draft. The Astros took him in the fifth round and offered an above-slot bonus of 

$1.5 million. The verbal agreement fell through when Brady Aiken, the No. 1 

overall pick, was found to have an elbow abnormality, throwing Houston’s 

spending plans into disarray. 



  

 22 

Nix enlisted the Major League Baseball Players’ Association in filing a 

grievance, lost a scholarship to UCLA because of it, and settled for an 

undisclosed amount with the Astros. In order to re-enter the draft a year hence, 

he spent a season pitching for IMG Academy in Bradenton, Fla. 

“Obviously, four years ago, it was a tough time,” Nix said. “The whole Astros 

thing, and I lost my NCAA eligibility. I didn’t have a role. I didn’t have 

anywhere to play. I didn’t really have a lot of opportunity in front of me. And 

it’s amazing how far you can come in that amount of time.” 

The Padres drafted Nix in the third round the following year, then signed him 

for $900,000. His upside as a mid-rotation starter or better remained intact. He 

began what looked to be a steady climb through the system. He strained an 

adductor muscle in 2017 and again this spring. And yet, on Friday, he found 

himself facing the Phillies. 

“We love all of our kids, but he’s kind of a player-development favorite,” 

Geaney said. “He’s someone we’re really excited to see get up here. Part of it’s 

just seeing him persevere through some of this health stuff. Part of it’s just his 

personality. He’s a fun kid to be around.” 

Nix’s pre-game looseness translated to the mound, where he spotted a mid-90s 

fastball to various quadrants, induced weak contact with his curveball and 

fooled batters with his changeup. It was the same formula he had relied upon to 

ascend through the minor leagues, and he succeeded by being himself. 

Hedges’ previous experience catching Nix consisted of an extended spring 

training game — both players were on the disabled list early this season — yet 

he had caught a glimpse even then. 

“He dominated that,” Hedges said. “He dominated this just as much, though. 

“He was calm, he was cool, he was confident and he pitched like it. With a 

mentality like that, you can expect great things from him.” 

Nix could hear the cheers throughout his start. Most of all, he could hear his 

grandmother. “She’s always been the one I can hear,” he said with a smile. 

After the game, he reflected on a circuitous and at times inert journey. There 

will be bumps ahead, of course. He may head for surgery in the offseason, in an 

attempt to prevent future groin injuries. Late Friday, though, there was only 

time for elation. 
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“It’s been a long time coming,” Nix said. “I’ve worked my whole life for this 

moment. I’m on cloud nine right now.” 

Several minutes later, after he had fulfilled his media obligations, Nix walked 

out of the clubhouse and into the adjoining hallway. The sound of cheering 

could be heard through the doors. 
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Nix pitches six strong innings in major 
league debut 
Associated Press 

SAN DIEGO -- The Padres got a glimpse of their future Friday night as one of its top pitching 
prospects shut down the Phillies. 

Jacob Nix pitched six strong innings in his major league debut and the San Diego Padres beat 
the Philadelphia Phillies 2-0 on Friday night. 
"It was a fun night for him," said Padres manager Andy Green. "The fastball command was there 
from the beginning." 

Nix (1-0) got off to a rocky start. He stranded three runners after a pair of singles and a walk in 
the first, and two more runners in the second. Then he settled down, allowing one more 
baserunner the rest of the game, retiring 12 of his last 13 batters faced and striking out four. 

"I've worked my whole life for this moment," Nix said. "I'm on cloud nine right now." 

After settling in, Padres fans and Nix' contingent of 60-plus guests grew noticeably louder each 
time he recorded an out. 

"I could hear my grandma, she's always been the one I can hear," said Nix. 

Freddy Galvis hit a two-out RBI single in the second to put the Padres up 1-0. Austin 
Hedges scored from second after initially reaching base on a bloop single, and then stealing 
second. 
Hedges then added a solo homer on a 1-2 pitch in the fourth to put the Padres up 2-0. It was 
Hedges ninth home run of the season. 

Hedges caught Nix while on a rehab assignment earlier this season and says he remembers Nix 
dominating then and dominating now. 

"You couldn't even tell it was his debut," said Hedges. 

Down 2-0, the Phillies appeared to be threatening after a leadoff single and a walk to start the 
seventh inning, but Padres reliever Matt Strahm struck out the next two and induced a weak 
ground ball out to end the inning. 
Strahm, Craig Stammen and Kirby Yates combined for three innings of scoreless relief. 
Odubel Herrera and Maikel Franco both singled to lead off the ninth for the Phillies, but Yates 
struck out two of the last three batters to pick up his fourth save of the season after replacing 
former Padres closer Brad Hand. 
"We were in the game the entire time, had opportunities to score, we were not able to capitalize 
on those opportunities." said Phillies manager Gabe Kapler. "That's the story of the game." 

Eric Hosmer had three hits, joining Galvis and Hedges as the only Padres to have hits. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/phi/philadelphia-phillies
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29670/freddy-galvis
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32168/austin-hedges
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32168/austin-hedges
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/34862/matt-strahm
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30361/craig-stammen
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32623/kirby-yates
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32868/odubel-herrera
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32163/maikel-franco
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31077/brad-hand
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30993/eric-hosmer
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Phillies starter Zach Eflin (8-4) gave up both runs and five hits over six innings. He struck out 
eight. 
TRAINER'S ROOM 

Padres: Rookie LHP Eric Lauer (left forearm strain) played long toss before the game without 
any reported issues. 
UP NEXT 

Phillies: RHP Aaron Nola takes the mound against the Padres looking to bolster his Cy Young 
credentials. 
Padres: RHP Walter Lockett looks to grab his first win of the season on Saturday night. 
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#PadresOnDeck: Pitchers 

Paddack, Hernandez, Overton 

Shine while 13 Players Advance in 

Padres System 
By Bill Center 

Thursday was one of advancement throughout the Padres minor league 
system while four pitchers turned in excellent performances. 

We will start with the pitchers: 

— Right-hander Chris Paddack, 22, the Padres’ №5 
prospect according to MLB Pipeline, allowed one run on four hits and no 
walks with four strikeouts over five innings for Double-A San Antonio. 
Paddack, who is ranked the 50th-best prospect in all of the minor 
leagues, lowered his earned run average to 1.38. He was also 1-for-2 with 
a RBI. 

— Left-hander Osvaldo Hernandez, 21, allowed one hit and no walks 
with eight strikeouts over six shutout innings for Single-A Fort Wayne. 
The Cuban improved to 10–4 with the win while lowering his Midwest 
League-leading ERA to 1.81. 

— Left-hander Dillon Overton (2.97 ERA) allowed one run on six hits 
and two walk with two strikeouts over six innings for Triple-A El Paso. 

— Right-hander Edgar Martinez, 21, allowed four hits and no walks 
with seven strikeouts over seven shutout innings for the Dominican 
Summer League Padres. The native of Mexicali, Mexico, lowered his 
ERA to 2.35. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
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Plus, 19-year-old right-hander Sam Keating (3–5, 5.31 ERA) allowed 
two runs on two hits and two walks with five strikeouts in five innings 
for Short-Season Single-A Tri-City in a loss. 

Now, to the moves — I counted 13 players advancing — working from the 
top down: 

Third baseman Ty France (who was 2-for-4 with a solo homer in his 
Chihuahuas debut, infielder River Stevens and right-handed 
reliever T.J. Weir were promoted to El Paso from San Antonio. The 
Chihuahuas placed versatile veteran infielder Diego Goris on the 
restricted list and transferred right-handed pitcher Emmanuel 
Ramirez to San Antonio. 

Third baseman Hudson Potts (19, who is ranked the №23 Padres 
prospect), right-handed starter Michel Baez (22, the Padres’ №7 
prospect) and right-handed reliever Elliot Ashbeck were transferred 
from Advanced Single-A Lake Elsinore to San Antonio. Potts was 0-for-2 
Thursday night in his Double-A debut while drawing two walks, stealing 
a base and scoring a run. 

Left-handed reliever Travis Radke was transferred from San Antonio 
to Lake Elsinore. 

Shortstop Owen Miller, the Padres’ №30 prospect, was 3-for-4 with a 
solo homer and two runs scored in his second game for Single-A Fort 
Wayne where he is off to a 4-for-9 start. Infielder Olivier Basabe is 3-
for-10. 

Shortstop Xavier Edwards, the Padres’ №18 prospect, was 1-for-3 
with a walk in his first game with Short-Season Single-A Tri-City after 
advancing from the Arizona Rookie League along with second 
baseman Tucupita Marcano. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
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And remember, over the past week the Padres have promoted right-
handed starting pitchers Jacob Nix (who will make his Major League 
debut Friday night against the Phillies at Petco Park), Brett 
Kennedy and Walker Lockettto the Major League team from El Paso. 

Around the Farm: 

TRIPLE-A EL PASO (65–50): SACRAMENTO 2, Chihuahuas 1–
1B Allen Craig(.302) backed France, going 1-for-4. LF Shane 
Peterson (.267) and SS Javy Guerra (.219) were each 1-for-3. 
RHP Seth Simmons (1–1, 4.50 ERA) followed Overton and allowed a 
run on three hits in two innings to take toe loss. 

DOUBLE-A SAN ANTONIO (23–23, 65–51): Springfield 4, MISSIONS 
3 — Ashbeck followed Paddack and allowed two runs on two hits and a 
walk in an inning to take the loss in his Double-A debut. RHP Miguel 
Diaz (2.47 ERA) allowed a run on four hits and a walk with four 
strikeouts in three innings. C Webster Rivas (.294) backed Potts, 
going 2-for-4 with a RBI. SS Matthew Batten (.258) had a double in 
three at-bats with a walk and a run scored. CF Buddy Reed (.172) was 
1-for-5 with two stolen bases. 1B Austin Allen (.298) was 1-for-4 with a 
run scored. 2B Kyle Overstreet (.273) and RF Michael Gettys (.242) 
were both 1-for-4. 

ADVANCED SINGLE-A LAKE ELSINORE (23–24, 57–60): Visalia 11, 
STORM 0 — SS Chris Baker (.239) doubled in three at-bats for the 
Storm’s lone hit. Starting RHP Ronald Bolaños (5–8, 5.23 ERA) 
allowed nine runs on nine hits and a walk with two strikeouts in five 
innings to take the loss. Radke allowed two runs on four hits in two 
innings in his 2018 Lake Elsinore debut. RHP Trevor Megill (3.20) 
struck out one in a perfect inning. RHP David Bednar(2.97) struck out 
two in a perfect inning. 

SINGLE-A FORT WAYNE (21–24, 53–61): TinCaps 4, LAKE COUNTY 
0 — RHP Reiss Knehr (9.00 ERA) followed Hernandez and allowed a 
hit with four strikeouts in two scoreless innings. LHP Hazahel 
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Quezada (4.15) had a strikeout in a perfect inning. CF Jeisson 
Rosario (.279) backed Miller, with a two-run triple in four at-bats. 
DH Gabriel Arias (.234) was 1-for-4 with a RBI. C Juan 
Fernandez (.227) was 1-for-4 with a run scored. 1B Jalen 
Washington (.236) was 0-for-2 with two walks and a run scored. 3B 
Basabe and RF Jack Suwinski were each 1-for-4. 

SHORT-SEASON SINGLE-A TRI-CITY (5–9, 23–29): Hillsboro 3, 
DUST DEVILS 0 — RF Dwanya Williams-Sutton (.273) backed 
Edwards, going 1-for-4. LF Luis Asuncion (.258) and 3B Luke 
Becker (.236) were each 1-for-3. RHP Gabe Mosser (2.77 ERA) 
followed Keating and allowed a hit with four strikeouts in two scoreless 
innings. LHP Dan Dallas (2.03) allowed a run on no hits and two walks 
with three strikeouts in 1 1/3 innings. RHP Diomar Lopez (1.69) struck 
out the only two hitters he faced. 

DOMINICAN SUMMER LEAGUE PADRES (30–28): BLUE JAYS 2, 
Padres 1–2B Luis Paez (.231) was 2-for-3 with a walk and a run scored. 
RF Cristian Heredia (.266) was 2-for-4. 

ARIZONA ROOKIE PADRES: 

PADRES-1 (8–4, 18–22): DIAMONDBACKS 2, Padres 1 — Starting 
RHP Frank Lopez (5.30 ERA) allowed a run on three hits with a 
strikeout in two innings. RHP Efrain Contreras (1–2, 3.55 ERA) 
allowed a run on four hits and no walks with five strikeouts in five 
innings to take the loss. RHP Jake Sims(7.15) issued a walk with a 
strikeout in an otherwise perfect inning. 1B Carlos Luis (.281) was 1-
for-2 with a walk. CF Jawuan Harris (.182) was 0-for-2 with a walk, a 
stolen base and a run scored. 3B Luis Almanzar (.000) was 0-for-2 
with a sacrifice fly. 

PADRES-2 (5–6, 20–19): Royals 3, PADRES 2 — LF Mason 
House (.316) was 3-for-4 with a triple, a stolen base and a RBI. 
C Jonny Homza (.245) was 1-for-3 with a walk and a run scored. 
3B Sean Guilke (.256) and DH Luis Roman (.230) were each 1-for-4 
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with a walk and a stolen base. RHP Jean Cosme (3.00) issued a walk in 
two otherwise perfect innings. RHP Manny Guzman (4.08) allowed a 
run on a hit and a walk with a strikeout in four innings. RHP Mason 
Fox (1–1, 5.40) allowed two runs on a hit and two walks with three 
strikeouts in two innings. RHP Felix Minjarez (2.18) allowed a hit in a 
scoreless inning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 31 

Jacob Nix fires 6 scoreless in MLB debut, Padres shut out 
Phillies 2-0 

AP 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Jacob Nix pitched six strong innings in his major league debut 
and the San Diego Padres beat the Philadelphia Phillies 2-0 on Friday night. 

Nix (1-0) got off to a rocky start. He stranded three runners after a pair of singles and 
a walk in the first, and two more runners in the second. Then he settled down, 
allowing one more baserunner the rest of the game, retiring 11 of his last 13 batters 
faced and striking out four. 

Freddy Galvis hit a two-out RBI single in the second to put the Padres up 1-0. Austin 
Hedges scored from second after initially reaching base on a bloop single, and then 
stealing second. 

Hedges then added a solo homer on a 1-2 pitch in the fourth to put the Padres up 2-
0. It was Hedges ninth home run of the season. 

Down 2-0, the Phillies appeared to be threatening after a leadoff single and a walk to 
start the seventh inning, but Padres reliever Matt Strahm struck out the next two and 
induced a weak ground ball out to end the inning. 

Strahm, Craig Stammen and Kirby Yates combined for three innings of scoreless 
relief. 

Odubel Herrera and Maikel Franco both singled to lead off the ninth for the Phillies, 
but Yates struck out two of the last three batters to pick up his fourth save of the 
season after replacing former Padres closer Brad Hand. 

Eric Hosmer had three hits, joining Galvis and Hedges as the only Padres to have 
hits. 

Phillies starter Zach Eflin (8-4) gave up both runs and five hits over six innings. He 
struck out eight. 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Padres: Rookie LHP Eric Lauer (left forearm strain) played long toss before the game 
without any reported issues. 

UP NEXT 

https://www.foxsports.com/san-diego/story/jacob-nix-fires-6-scoreless-in-mlb-debut-padres-shut-out-phillies-2-0-081118
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/san-diego-padres-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/freddy-galvis-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/austin-hedges-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/austin-hedges-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/craig-stammen-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/kirby-yates-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/eric-hosmer-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/eric-lauer-player-stats
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Phillies: RHP Aaron Nola takes the mound against the Padres looking to bolster his 
Cy Young credentials. 

Padres: RHP Walter Lockett looks to grab his first win of the season on Saturday 
night. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


