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How AL Central stacks up at quarter mark 
Scott Merkin | MLB.com | May 17, 2018 
 
CHICAGO -- The first quarter of the 2018 season has featured the Indians and Twins jousting for the top spot in the American League Central, as 
many expected. No team in the division having a record above .500 is more of a surprise. 
 
Let's also not forget a rebuilding Tigers squad sneaking into early contention behind mediocre starts from the division favorites. Here's what we 
know overall about the five AL Central squads at the season's quarter mark. 
 
INDIANS 
 
One thing we learned in the first quarter: The Tribe bullpen looks like a weakness. After having longtime setup man Bryan Shaw depart via free 
agency, Cleveland knew there would be a ripple effect throughout the relief roles. The Indians didn't expect things to get this bad, though. 
Through 40 games, the club's 5.45 bullpen ERA ranked 28th in the Majors. 
 
What we'll be watching in the second quarter: On the positive side, fans will be watching to see if Jose Ramirez and Francisco Lindor -- who both 
finished in the top five in AL MVP voting last year -- can actually get better. They've again been one of the game's most dynamic duos. On the 
other side, the next quarter will show if players like Jason Kipnis and Edwin Encarnacion can pull out of their extreme cold spells. 
 
Key series or stretch of schedule: From May 18-27, the Indians will play nine games against the last two World Series champions. The seven 
games against the Astros, plus a two-game set on the road against the Cubs, will provide a good litmus test for the Tribe. 
 
Stock watch: The Indians' stock is down right now. The team entered with extremely high expectations and has hovered around the .500 mark. 
They remain the division favorites, but the Tribe has plenty of kinks to iron out. 
 
ROYALS 
 
One thing we learned in the first quarter: The Royals aren't very good without All-Star and Gold Glove catcher Salvador Perez. With Perez on the 
disabled list, the Royals lost 15 of the first 20 games to open the season. They've been closer to who they're expected to be with him because of 
his presence in the offense and behind the plate. 
 
What we'll be watching in the second quarter: Left-hander Danny Duffy. The Royals received plenty of offers for Duffy during the offseason but 
held off dealing him, either because they didn't like the return or because they consider him part of the future for when they complete their next 
rebuild. But Duffy is going through perhaps the worst stretch of his career; he's 1-5 with a 6.51 ERA. Duffy and the Royals say he's 100 percent 
and just in a slump. Duffy's value at the Trade Deadline could hinge on his second-quarter starts. 
 
Key series or stretch of schedule: Near the end of June, the Royals will embark on a four-city road trip that starts in Houston for three games, 
returns to Kansas City for a makeup game against the Angels, resumes in Milwaukee for two and then concludes in Seattle for three. All four of 
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those teams are either in first place or contending. That trip will test the Royals' character, especially if they continue to fade in the Central. 
 
Stock watch: This team wasn't really designed with postseason intentions, but it shouldn't be this bad, either, so let's say its stock is down. This 
season is about the MLB Draft in June, flipping some veterans at the Trade Deadline to further restock the farm system, and getting some younger 
players (Brad Keller, Tim Hill, Jakob Junis, Jorge Soler, Cheslor Cuthbert) some valuable experience. 
 
TIGERS 
 
One thing we learned in the first quarter: The Tigers have taken on some of the characteristics of Ron Gardenhire's previous team, notably a more 
aggressive baserunning style and a willingness to compete until the final out. Their four walk-off wins are the most by a Tigers club through 40 
games since 1993. Their baserunning has been epitomized by JaCoby Jones, who scored from first base on a single Saturday. 
 
What we'll be watching in the second quarter: Can Matthew Boyd keep up his strong pitching? The left-hander quietly has become a front-line 
starter in the Tigers' rotation, averaging six innings per outing and tossing six or more innings of one-run ball in four of his first five starts. He has 
pitched deeper into games and drastically reduced his home-run rate by taking something off his fastball and improving his slider, allowing a .244 
BABIP. If he can continue this stinginess as the weather warms up, the Tigers have a better rotation beyond Michael Fulmer. 
 
Key series or stretch of schedule: The Tigers will play 18 games in a 17-day stretch from Memorial Day weekend into mid-June, thanks in part to 
a makeup doubleheader against the Yankees on June 4. Besides the Bronx Bombers, the stretch includes four games against the Angels and three-
game sets against the Blue Jays, Red Sox and Indians. 
 
Stock watch: It's steady. Everybody in Detroit knew this was a rebuilding season, so their record is no surprise. What has impressed has been the 
way they've competed. This is an entertaining team to watch, even if the results don't show it. 
 
TWINS 
 
One thing we learned in the first quarter: The Twins have had their depth tested with injuries to key players such as Ervin Santana, Byron Buxton, 
Miguel Sano and Jason Castro, but they've started to play better after a rough stretch that saw them lose 12 of 14. Eduardo Escobar's production 
has been key, while Eddie Rosario has heated up and the pitching has been steadier. 
 
What we'll be watching in the second quarter: Buxton returned from the disabled list but has been a bit rusty so far, as he skipped a rehab 
assignment because his defense is so important to the team. If he can get it going offensively, it would be a major boost to the lineup. Right-
hander Lance Lynn also must get it going after struggling so far and must get his command back on track. 
 
Key series or stretch of schedule: May 31-June 10. The Twins have an 11-game homestand to try to make up ground, including a four-game series 
against the Indians from May 31-June 3. They follow that with a four-game series against the White Sox that includes a doubleheader before 
hosting the Angels for a three-game set. 
 
Stock watch: Up. In fact, they've won 8 of 12 games. 
 
WHITE SOX 
 
One thing we learned in the first quarter: Year 2 of the rebuild, tabbed as development-focused, has been the toughest part to date, as mentioned a 
few times previously by general manager Rick Hahn. There's talent in place at the big league level, but there have been noticeable growing pains 
for top young pitchers such as Lucas Giolito, Carson Fulmer and even Reynaldo Lopez. The same held true for second baseman Yoan Moncada, 
who has steadied things after a slow start and become one of the team's more consistent offensive performers. 
 
What we'll be watching in the second quarter: Does Michael Kopech arrive? The right-hander ranks No. 2 among White Sox prospects and No. 9 
overall per MLB Pipeline, possessing elite stuff, but he has struggled with command over his last two starts. Hahn will not rush Kopech or 
outfielder Eloy Jimenez, who is currently crushing the ball for Double-A Birmingham and is the organization's top prospect (No. 3 overall) or any 
other top prospect before that player checks off every box needed for promotion. 
 
Key series or stretch of schedule: From May 28 to June 20, the White Sox play 20 of their 23 games against teams considered playoff contenders 
and three against a competitive Detroit team. That stretch includes 10 against the Indians and four against the Twins. 
 
Stock watch: It would be easy to say it's way down considering the White Sox have won two series all season, have the worst record in baseball 
and have simply not played good fundamental baseball. But perspective is also needed to understand this team is building more for the future than 
success in the present. So a qualified steady or slightly down might be a more accurate read, as it's really about individual growth as opposed to 
team wins and losses. 
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Twins feel a pinch behind the plate with catcher shortage 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | May 17, 2018 
 
When assembling a roster, Derek Falvey said Thursday, catching falls into the same category as pitching. 
 
“You never feel like you have enough,” the Twins’ chief baseball officer said. “And it’s difficult to get good catching.” 
 
That instinct became gospel this week, when the Twins learned Jason Castro, who had started 124 of the Twins’ 202 games since his arrival in 
Minneapolis last year, would not play again this season after undergoing knee surgery. 
 
Castro had not produced much at the plate this season — only nine hits, including one home run, in 63 at-bats (.143), a falloff presumably related 
to his nagging knee pain — but there was no doubt he was trusted by the pitching staff and valued by his manager. 
 
Now the Twins face 4½ months of filling that vacancy, with no clear solution. Rookie Mitch Garver figures to be given the opportunity to make 
himself as valuable as Castro, and to fulfill the faith Falvey and General Manager Thad Levine showed in him last December by declining to bring 
back Chris Gimenez. Bobby Wilson, a 35-year-old career backup who has played for six different major league teams, was signed in November to 
provide leadership and defense should a situation like this arise. 
 
Falvey and Twins manager Paul Molitor both expressed confidence in that duo Wednesday. Garver, after all, was the Twins’ minor league player 
of the year in 2017 and excelled, particularly as a hitter, at every level during his minor league career. Wilson has 16 seasons of pro experience to 
draw upon, and has the endorsement of Twins All-Star righthander Ervin Santana. 
 
“He’s very smart. One of the best, smartest catchers I’ve ever worked with,” Santana said during spring training. 
 
He pitched to Wilson 35 times, including his 2011 no-hitter against the Indians, while they were teammates in Anaheim. 
 
“He just put the signal down, and I threw it,” Santana said of his no-hitter. 
 
Garver sounded confident he is ready for increased playing time. 
 
“It’s going to be a learning experience. But every game is a learning experience,” he said. “Whether it’s pitch-calling or defense or offensively, 
you just try to pick up something every day and improve.” 
 
But Falvey made it clear, too, that he already has begun the process of acquiring another catcher, whether for the major league team or as minor 
league depth. It’s a real need, because Wilson’s promotion from Class AAA Rochester leaves the Twins’ system bereft of catchers with major 
league experience. In fact, they don’t have anyone with even 60 games of Class AAA experience. 
 
“We’re going to pursue potential opportunities to upgrade,” Falvey said. “We have been prepping for [acquiring] depth, and we are now 
expanding that search, knowing we’re going to have the chance to have somebody impact us for the full season.” 
 
One challenge for Garver, Wilson and any newcomer will be to replace Castro’s ability to turn borderline pitches into called strikes. By most 
published rankings, Castro is one of the top five pitch-framers in the major leagues. That’s a skill the other Twins catchers have tried to improve 
upon, with Castro’s help. 
 
“I review the previous game every day. Try to see how I did, how I can get better, and then I work on it in the bullpens,” Garver said. “We’re in 
the midst of changing some things, especially how we receive low balls, trying to get better at that. It’s something I’ve worked on a lot. I’ve seen 
glimpses of [progress]. I’ve got a few calls on low pitches, and it really helps out my receiving numbers. There are other times when I go back to 
old habits, and I’m trying to eliminate those.” 
 
For Wilson, pitch-framing was a midcareer revelation, and he’s now considered above average at it. 
 
“I always thought I caught the ball pretty well, but there are new techniques now. I’ve learned some new wrinkles to help my pitcher get more 
strikes,” Wilson said. “We pay a lot more attention to it now than I ever did when I came up.” 
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Twins-Milwaukee series preview 
Phil Miller | Star Tribune | May 17, 2018 
 
THREE-GAME SERIES AT TARGET FIELD 
 
Friday, 7:10 p.m. • FSN, 830-AM 
 
RHP Kyle Gibson (1-1, 3.43) vs. LHP Brent Suter (2-3, 5.14) 
 
Saturday, 6:10 p.m. • FSN Plus, 830-FM 
 
RHP Fernando Romero (2-0, 0.54) vs. RHP Freddy Peralta (1-0, 0.00) 
 
Sunday, 1:10 p.m. • FSN, 830-AM 
 
RHP Jake Odorizzi (3-2, 3.35) vs. RHP Junior Guerra (3-3, 3.08) 
 
TWINS UPDATE 
 
The Twins are 7-8 at Target Field, and still have won back-to-back games at home only once: April 10-11 against the Astros. … They have lost 
three of their past four games, but are just 1½ games behind division leading Cleveland in the AL Central. … They are 5-4 in interleague games 
this season, but just 2-3 at home. … They swept all four games from the Brewers last season, and have lost the season series only once in the past 
six seasons. They are 12-8 against Milwaukee in Target Field. … They are without three of their projected 2018 starters: C Jason Castro (knee, 
out for season), 3B Miguel Sano (hamstring) and Jorge Polanco (suspension). … 3B Eduardo Escobar is batting .257 with four home runs in 18 
games in Sano’s absence. … Kyle Gibson is 1-1 with a 5.03 ERA against the Brewers, but has not faced them since 2015. Jake Odorizzi has faced 
the Brewers only once: He allowed three hits and one run over seven innings in 2014. … Twins starters have allowed only 26 home runs, second 
fewest in the AL behind New York. 
 
BREWERS UPDATE 
 
This is the last stop on a 10-game road trip; the Brewers are 5-2 so far, having won three of four in Colorado and two of three in Arizona. They 
are 16-9 on the road overall, and is a half-game behind Pittsburgh for first place in the NL Central. … 3B Travis Shaw is fifth in the NL with 10 
home runs. … They added OFs Christian Yelich and Lorenzo Cain to their lineup in the offseason. … OF Ryan Braun, who owns nine career 
homers and a lifetime .346 average in 53 games against the Twins, went on the disabled list Thursday because of back tightness. 1B Eric Thames 
is on the disabled list after thumb surgery. Closer Corey Knebel, who missed a month because of a hamstring injury, has returned but has yet to 
face a save situation since being activated last week. He was 39-for-45 in those situations last season. In his absence, LHP Josh Hader went 6-for-
6 in save situations, and did it in dominating fashion; he has struck out 50 of the 87 batters he has faced, and allowed only seven hits. 
 
 
 
Manager Paul Molitor encouraged by Twins' progress 
Sid Hartman | Star Tribune | May 17, 2018 
 
Paul Molitor is not surprised the Twins have played so well in their past 14 games, going 9-5 after starting the season 9-16. 
 
Their recent success has come despite the team missing third baseman Miguel Sano, who is out because of a hamstring injury and has missed 18 
games, and center fielder Byron Buxton, who recently returned after missing 20 games because of a broken toe. On top of that, staff ace Ervin 
Santana has yet to pitch as he comes back from finger surgery in February and shortstop Jorge Polanco still is serving an 80-game suspension 
after a positive test for a performance-enhancing drug. 
 
Still, Molitor said he believes the Twins can compete in the American League Central, and the struggles of the Indians have helped the Twins (18-
21) remain only 1½ games out of the division lead. 
 
After the Twins' 7-5 loss to the Cardinals on Wednesday, Molitor assessed his team at this point in the season. 
 
"I'm hoping we're better than last year in the long run," Molitor said. "We still have a ways to go. We haven't sniffed the .500 mark here for a 
while. That should be your short-term goal. Obviously you try to win every day, but somehow you have to find a way back to the even-level mark 
and then try to build from there." 
 
Despite the injuries, a suspension and the slow start, Molitor said the Twins are still in the division race. 
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"The fact that Cleveland hasn't run off with it has given us some optimism," he said. "I think we still have better baseball ahead. The injuries are 
part of the game, you've heard that for I don't know how many years, you have heard people talk about injuries with Sano and Buxton and now 
[catcher Jason] Castro [ruled out for the season Wednesday because of a knee injury] and we lost Polanco at the start of the season. 
 
"But you know, we're doing some things better. We're playing better defense. The quality of our at-bats are getting better, even though our lineup 
has been thinned out a little bit. But it's always going to center around how well our starting pitching does." 
 
Stats turn around 
 
Through the first 25 games, the Twins staff had posted a 5.34 ERA while striking out 232 and walking 113 in 227⅔ innings. 
 
In their most recent 14 games, including a rough outing Wednesday in which starter Lance Lynn allowed three runs in three innings and Ryan 
Pressly gave up two runs in one inning of relief work, the Twins have posted a 2.91 ERA while striking out 128 and walking 44 in 127 innings. 
 
Molitor was asked about the turnaround. 
 
"[Rookie pitcher Fernando] Romero has given us a boost," he said. "[Jose] Berrios has mostly been good. [Jake] Odorizzi has been good. We're 
trying to get Lance in a better place. I think he'll be fine in the long run. 
 
"Our closer [Fernando Rodney] loves the game. At his age [41], there really hasn't been much slowing down in terms of velocity and 
competitiveness. He has been on a real good run his last seven to 10 appearances." 
 
And the hitting has been better, too. 
 
The Twins were hitting .239 through that 9-16 start with 28 homers in 25 games, with 96 RBI and 102 runs scored. 
 
In their most recent 14 games they're hitting .254 with 16 homers, 61 RBI and 65 runs scored. 
 
Getting stars back 
 
Molitor said that despite Buxton's struggles at the plate, hitting .167, he thinks the Gold Glove center fielder is improving and his defense remains 
as important as his offense. 
 
"He didn't get off to a good start before the migraines down there in Puerto Rico, and when you don't play up here for three weeks, we put him 
back in there just hoping he would make a difference defensively and hope the offense would come," Molitor said. "The last couple of days he has 
hit a couple of balls better, one back to the pitcher [Wednesday] and a line drive to left field [Tuesday]. So you know, I think he's starting to get 
his timing back." 
 
Molitor said Sano might begin a rehab assignment this weekend. 
 
"[Wednesday] was the best day that he's had," the Twins manager said. "He's going to be here to work out on the off day. We'll reevaluate him on 
Friday and if things are still progressing, we'll try to get him out on the rehab by the weekend." 
 
Yes, Molitor remains optimistic about his club and said there isn't a reason to worry about an up-and-down start because things seem to be turning 
around. 
 
"No question," he said. "We have 120 games to go. That is a lot of time to make up ground." 
 
Jottings 
 
• The University of Minnesota could host an NCAA regional baseball tournament if they want to make a determined effort to get it and spend the 
money it will take to host such an event. The Gophers (35-13, 16-4 Big Ten) are in first place in the conference by one game over Michigan, with 
three more at Rutgers starting Thursday to end the regular season. 
 
• It will be interesting to see how well the new transfers that Gophers basketball coach Richard Pitino has recruited are implemented this season, 
and who will be allowed to play right away. The latest transfer was guard Brock Stull from Wis.-Milwaukee. Xavier, one of the top teams in the 
country last season, was also after Stull but the Gophers won out. Stull averaged 13.4 points, 4.8 rebounds and 3.1 assists per game last season. 
 
• The Twins have averaged only 20,398 fans per game, which ranks 20th in baseball but first in the American League Central. 
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• Alex Kirilloff, the Twins' 2016 first-round pick, continues to have a big bounce-back season at Class A Cedar Rapids after missing all of 2017 
with Tommy John surgery. The outfielder is hitting .310 with six home runs and 29 RBI in 31 games. 
 
• Former Twins slugger Kennys Vargas continues to struggle at Class AAA Rochester, hitting .198 with three home runs and 11 RBI in 31 
games. 
 
• Royce Lewis is sixth in the Midwest League in hitting for Cedar Rapids with a .340 average. Lewis, only 18 years old and the No. 1 overall pick 
last year by the Twins, also has 12 RBI, 12 stolen bases and 16 runs scored in 25 games. He has struck out 13 times and walked nine. 
 
• You have to wonder if former Hopkins standout Royce White got a bad deal after he and the London Lightning of the National Basketball 
League of Canada parted ways right before the NBL Finals, shortly after receiving a 10-game suspension for a verbal altercation with NBL deputy 
commissioner Audley Stephenson. White was leading the league in scoring at 25.4 points per game and was third in the league in rebounding at 
9.2 per game. 
 
 
 
 
Twins catching prospect Mitch Garver is ready for his close-up 
Mike Berardino | Pioneer Press | May 17, 2018 
 
When Jason Castro signed a three-year, $24.5 million contract with the Twins in November 2016, Mitch Garver could have been tempted to fire 
his agent. 
 
That’s because Fred Wray represents both Castro, the former Houston Astros all-star noted for his defense, and Garver, then 25 and coming off a 
second straight assignment at the prestigious Arizona Fall League. Instead of dumping Wray for placing such a prominent road block in his way, 
Garver listened to the logic behind the move. 
 
“He thought it would be interesting to have two catchers in the same organization and potentially play in the big leagues at the same time,” Garver 
said late last season. “He saw it as a good opportunity for me to learn.” 
 
The trust factor was already there as Wray and Garver had known each other since the former New Mexico Lobo was catching in the Cape Cod 
League during a college summer. Subsequently, they have attended each other’s weddings, so there was a family aspect to the Twins’ catching 
dynamic, as well. 
 
Called up last August after destroying the International League in a season that ultimately earned him Twins’ Minor League Player of the Year 
honors, Garver served as Castro’s primary backup from Day 1 of spring training this year. When Castro’s right knee landed him on the disabled 
list in early May, Garver stepped in ably, driving in clutch late-inning runs on consecutive nights in Anaheim over the past weekend. 
 
Wednesday’s news that Castro would miss the remainder of the season following surgery to repair a significant meniscus tear in his knee was a 
blow to the Twins’ postseason hopes, but certainly not a fatal one because Garver has been prepped so well for this opportunity by the very player 
his agent positioned in front of him 18 months ago. 
 
“We had a great start together,” Garver said. “I learned a lot of things from Jason throughout the spring. To be able to talk to him consistently and 
watch how he works, that was huge for me.” 
 
Once Castro moves into the rehab phase of his recovery, Garver is hoping to see him return to the Twins’ clubhouse. 
 
 
“He was a big presence around the locker room,” Garver said. “Good leadership, somebody you could go to and talk to, and he has a way to 
lighten the mood when you need it. We hope to have him around.” 
 
Castro was having a miserable time at the plate this season, his park-adjusted offensive production ranking 62 percent below league average, 
according to Fangraphs.com. Just six of the 52 catchers with at least 50 plate appearances were lagging behind Castro in weighted runs created-
plus. 
 
It didn’t stop Castro, 30, from generously mentoring the rookie Garver at every turn, from blocking and framing drills in the bullpen to dugout 
tutorials on game-calling and pitcher psychology conducted in real time. 
 
Having a 35-year-old veteran like Bobby Wilson available to step in as the primary backup is one reason the Twins aren’t in panic mode in the 
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wake of Castro’s injury. However, the main reason is how much time Castro spent grooming Garver for this very moment. 
 
“I feel for Jason and his family,” Garver said. “I know he really wants to be here and help out this team and play the game that he loves. We’re 
going to miss him.” 
 
Castro may have been struggling at the plate, where the torque of a swing put unbearable pressure on his ailing knee, but he was still throwing out 
a career-best 40 percent of attempted base-stealers. Garver’s success rate is at 30 percent (3 of 10) after nabbing Dexter Fowler on Wednesday 
afternoon, one pitch after his mask was rattled by a foul tip so concerning that Twins manager Paul Molitor and a team trainer had to go check on 
him. 
 
“Baseball is like that,” Garver said. “It’s a game of injuries. You’ve got to have guys fill in and step up and you’ve got to move on. Every day is 
going to be a new challenge, and we’re going to approach it that way.” 
 
Known primarily for his offensive potential since the Twins drafted him in the ninth round in 2013 — behind fellow catchers Stuart Turner (third 
round) and Brian Navaretto (sixth round) — Garver has produced 0.4 Wins Above Replacement, according to Fangraphs.com, in limited action 
through the season’s first seven weeks. That ties him with Kansas City’s Salvador Perez and Yadier Molina of the St. Louis Cardinals, who have a 
dozen Gold Gloves between them. 
 
Those advocating an early-season push for an expiring catching contract (Wilson Ramos and Jonathan Lucroy come to mind), or a bid for 
disgruntled Boston Red Sox catcher Blake Swihart — Garver’s offseason workout partner back home in Albuquerque — are missing the larger 
point. The long-term solution could already be on hand. 
 
“Garver’s going to get a chance,” Molitor said. “He’s waited a long time to get here. Opportunity (comes with) someone else’s misfortune.” 
 
It’s time for Garver’s close-up, and he seems to be ready. 
 
“I think it’s a mental game, being able to convince yourself that you belong here, that you were meant to have this job or fill in for the time 
being,” Garver said. “Just believing in yourself — that’s something I can improve on and really just impose that feeling upon myself so everybody 
around me knows that I can handle this.” 
 
 
 
 
Twins prospect Kirilloff an extra-base hit machine 
Staff Writer | Fox Sports North | May 17, 2018 
 
The Minnesota Twins are reshaping their franchise with an injection of youth and prospects. 
 
Every Thursday for the rest of the season, FOX Sports North will take a closer look at some specific young players in Minnesota’s farm system — 
as well as noting others who might be stepping up — measuring, highlighting and evaluating their progress. 
 
This is the second edition of the 2018 Young Twins Tracker. 
 
Stephen Gonsalves (age 23/Triple-A) 
 
Last week: 1 game (1 start), 0-1, 1 2/3 IP, 4 H, 6 R, 3 BB, 2 K 
 
Season (Triple-A): 3 games (3 starts), 2-1, 2.72 ERA, 16 IP, 8 H, 2 HR, 5 BB, 16 K, .158 OBA, 0.81 WHIP 
 
Season (Double-A): 4 games (4 starts), 3-0, 1.77 ERA, 20 1/3 IP, 11 H, 2 HR, 10 BB, 25 K, .167 OBA, 1.03 WHIP 
 
Notable: Gonsalves’ ERA jumped all the way from 1.30 to 2.72 following the first rough outing of his Triple-A career. He struggled Friday 
against Scranton Wilkes-Barre, walking three and allowing six runs in just 1 2/3 innings. 
 
  
 
Nick Gordon (age 22/Double-A) 
 
Last week: 6 games, 23 AB, 8 H, 1 2B, 0 HR, 5 R, 1 RBI, 1 SB, 3 BB, 5 K, .348 BA 
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Season: 37 games, 141 AB, .340 BA, .386 OBP, .511 SLG, .897 OPS, 9 2B, 3 3B, 3 HR, 19 R, 18 RBI, 5 SB, 10 BB, 25 K 
 
Notable: Gordon’s seven game hit streak came to an end Tuesday. He’s hitting .340 on the season — fifth in the Southern League — and seems 
destined for a promotion to Triple-A soon after tearing it up in Double-A last year. 
 
  
 
Tyler Jay (age 24/Double-A) 
 
Last week: 2 games (0 starts), 1-0, 3 1/3 IP, 5 H, 2 R, 2 BB, 1 K 
 
Season: 7 games, 1-0, 0.00 ERA, 12 1/3 IP, 11 H, 0 HR, 5 BB, 9 K, .234 OBA, 1.30 WHIP 
 
Notable: After missing most of 2017 due to injuries, Jay, Minnesota’s first-round pick in 2015, was sidelined for a couple of weeks in April due to 
a groin strain. He allowed his first runs of the season last week, giving up two in a 1 2/3-inning relief appearance, then allowed three hits in 1 2/3 
innings in the follow-up, but didn’t give up a run. 
 
  
 
Alex Kirilloff (age 20/High-A) 
 
Last week: 6 games, 21 AB, 7 H, 1 2B, 3 3B, 1 HR, 5 R, 3 RBI, 0 SB, 2 BB, 6 K, .333 BA 
 
Season: 32 games, 128 AB, .305 BA, .353 OBP, .594 SLG, .946 OPS, 13 2B, 3 3B, 6 HR, 19 R, 29 RBI, 0 SB, 9 BB, 28 K 
 
Notable: Minnesota’s top pick in 2016 is back after missing all of 2017 following Tommy John surgery on his left elbow. Kirilloff ranks fourth in 
the Midwest League with a .594 slugging percentage and hit his first three triples of the season last week. He had a 13-game extra-base hit streak 
snapped Wednesday, when he went 0-for-3 in a seven-inning game. Per MLB Pipeline, just two players have had streaks of longer than 12 games 
at the major-league level. 
 
  
 
Royce Lewis (age 18/High-A) 
 
Last week: 6 games, 20 AB, 3 H, 2 2B, 0 HR, 2 R, 0 RBI, 2 SB, 4 BB, 5 K, .150 BA 
 
Season: 26 games, 103 AB, .330 BA, .389 OBP, .398 SLG, .787 OPS, 4 2B, 0 3B, 1 HR, 16 R, 12 RBI, 12 SB, 10 BB, 15 K 
 
Notable: Lewis’ batting average fell from .356 to .330 after a tough week at the plate. That’s still good enough for eighth in the Midwest League. 
 
  
 
Brent Rooker (age 23/Double-A) 
 
Last week: 7 games, 31 AB, 10 H, 2 2B, 3 HR, 7 R, 12 RBI, 0 SB, 0 BB, 7 K, .323 BA 
 
Season: 36 games, 139 AB, .245 BA, .282 OBP, .396 SLG, .678 OPS, 7 2B, 1 3B, 4 HR, 15 R, 19 RBI, 1 SB, 6 BB, 42 K 
 
Notable: Last year’s first-round (compensatory) pick is making his debut in Double-A after hitting .281/.364/.566 combined in 2017 at 
Elizabethton and Fort Myers. He’s on an eight-game hit streak, and has driven in eight runs in his last four games. 
 
  
 
LaMonte Wade (age 24/Double-A) 
 
Last week: 7 games, 28 AB, 10 H, 0 2B, 1 HR, 7 R, 6 RBI, 1 SB, 6 BB, 3 K, .357 BA 
 
Season: 35 games, 128 AB, .305 BA, .408 OBP, .438 SLG, .845 OPS, 0 2B, 1 3B, 5 HR, 22 R, 18 RBI, 4 SB, 21 BB, 13 K 
 
Notable: Wade was feeling it last week. He had one of the Southern League’s hottest bats last week, hitting .357 to lead the Lookouts and 
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registering four multi-hit games. His on-base percentage is up to .408, which ranks seventh in the Southern League. 
 
  
 
Others: Red Wings RF Jake Cave‘s bat is heating up after an inconsistent start. He led the team with a .368 average in 19 at-bats last week. … 
Seven players hit .300 or better for Double-A Chattanooga last week: Wade, Gordon, Rooker, 2B Alex Perez, LF Zander Wiel, 3B Chris Paul and 
RF Edgar Corcino. … Red Wings RHP Zack Little allowed just two hits and one run in six innings Friday in his seven start, bringing his ERA 
down to 4.11 on the season. 
 
 
 
 
MLB Power Rankings: Nationals, Braves shoot into top 5; Mets, Dodgers tumble 
Ryan Fagen | Sporting News | May 17, 2018 
 
Soooooo much has happened in baseball since the release of the SN Power Rankings at the beginning of May that we felt we had to churn out a 
mid-month update instead of waiting until June, which was the original plan. 
 
We feel pretty confident you won’t mind. And so we won’t delay. Onto the rankings. 
 
11. Chicago Cubs. May 1 ranking: 5 
12. Rockies. May 1 ranking: 16 
13. Pirates. May 1 ranking: 9 
14. Mariners. May 1 ranking: 12 
15. Indians. May 1 ranking: 6 
16. Blue Jays. May 1 ranking: 14 
17. Giants. May 1 ranking: 20 
18. Mets. May 1 ranking: 7 
19. A’s. May 1 ranking: 19 
20. Twins. May 1 ranking: 22 
21. Tigers. May 1 ranking: 23 
22. Reds. May 1 ranking: 29 
23. Dodgers. May 1 ranking: 18 
24. Rays. May 1 ranking: 21 
25. Padres. May 1 ranking: 25 
26. Rangers. May 1 ranking: 24 
27. Orioles. May 1 ranking: 27 
28. Marlins. May 1 ranking: 28 
29. Royals. May 1 ranking: 30 
30. White Sox. May 1 ranking: 26 
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