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FAQ for today's NL West tiebreaker 
What do fans need to know ahead of Rockies-Dodgers showdown? 
Marquez vs. Buehler 
Ken Gurnick and Thomas Harding | MLB.com | Oct. 1, 2018 
 
The National League West title comes down to Game 163 between the Dodgers and Rockies, to be played today. By 

going 12-7 against Colorado during the regular season, the Dodgers earned home-field advantage for the head-to-head 

tiebreaker after both clubs went 91-71. 

 

Here are the nuts and bolts for the showdown, with the winner advancing to the NL Division Series with home-field 

advantage vs. the Braves, and the loser playing Tuesday in the Wild Card Game on the road: 

 

When is the game and how can I watch it? 

Today at 4 p.m. ET/1 p.m. PT/2 p.m. MT on ESPN. 

 

Do the stats count? 

Yes, it's a regular-season game, so the stats count. And teams will also have access to the expanded 40-man rosters 

they've had all September. That makes for an interesting conclusion to the NL home runs race. Rockies third baseman 

Nolan Arenado enters today leading the league with 37 home runs. But Rockies shortstop Trevor Story and the Brewers' 

Christian Yelich, who is facing off against the Cubs in another Game 163, each have 36. 

 

What might the starting lineups look like? 

Rockies: 
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Charlie Blackmon, CF 

DJ LeMahieu, 2B 

David Dahl, LF 

Nolan Arenado, 3B 

Trevor Story, SS 

Carlos Gonzalez, RF 

Ian Desmond, 1B 

Tony Wolters, C 

German Marquez, RHP 

 

Expect a normal lineup against a righty, with left-handed-hitting Wolters catching Marquez. In 22 starts with Wolters 

behind the plate, Marquez has a 2.99 ERA with 162 strikeouts to 34 walks, and a .237 batting average against. 

 

Dodgers: 

Joc Pederson, LF 

Justin Turner, 3B 

Max Muncy, 1B 

Manny Machado, SS 

Cody Bellinger, CF 

Yasiel Puig, RF 

Yasmani Grandal, C 

Enrique Hernandez, 2B 

Walker Buehler, RHP 

 

This would be the lineup they've used recently against right-handers. The Dodgers haven't faced Marquez since June 30, 

pre-Machado. Bellinger is 1-for-15 against Marquez, Grandal 1-for-9 and Turner 2-for-11. 

 

Who are the starting pitchers and how long will they last? 

Rockies: Marquez had two of his best starts of the season at Dodger Stadium. 
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Marquez held the Dodgers to one run and two hits in seven innings of a 2-1 victory May 21. He finished with five 

strikeouts against two walks. That game also featured Gonzalez's pinch-hit RBI single in the eighth for the go-ahead run 

and a hustle play by Wolters to end the game. Wolters backed up first on a wild throw and fired to Desmond to tag out 

Kemp, who had made a move toward second. 

 

On June 30, Marquez struck out nine while limiting the Dodgers to one run on two hits in a 3-1 game. That one was best 

remembered for one pitch. Marquez blew a 99.9 mph fastball past Hernandez in the eighth inning. At the time it was the 

hardest pitch thrown by a starter this season, eighth inning or later. 

 

Marquez's delivery was surpassed by Nathan Eovaldi (100.4 mph) in his second start for the Red Sox on Aug. 4. 

 

"The adrenaline was off the charts, but that's already in the past," Marquez said. "I've got to continue to prepare myself 

and get ready for tomorrow." 

 

Dodgers: Buehler will be pitching on an extra day of rest after being held back from his scheduled Sunday start. He was 

throttled back in April to conserve workload that would allow him to be turned loose for games like this. His last five starts 

have been no shorter than six innings with a long of eight innings. His pitch count high this year is 105, done twice. 

 

How will the bullpen line up after the starter? 

Rockies: This is where Tyler Anderson's 7 2/3 scoreless innings in Sunday's 12-0 victory over the Nationals was so 

important. 

 

Righty Seunghwan Oh replaced Anderson and faced just one batter in the eighth, and lefty Chris Rusin gave up one hit 

and struck out one in the ninth. Both should be available, and the Rockies will have all their other right-handed lead-

protectors -- Scott Oberg, Adam Ottavino and closer Wade Davis -- well-rested. 

 

Dodgers: This will be a focal point. Closer Kenley Jansen hasn't been dominant and there's no set setup man. But starter-

turned-reliever Kenta Maeda gets high-leverage work, as does Pedro Baez, who has been under-the-radar great the last 

two months. From the left side, Scott Alexander has been inconsistent while Alex Wood has been tough since coming out 

of the rotation, although he might be held back as a potential Wild Card Game starter. 
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Are there any relievers who are unavailable? 

Rockies: Turning to righty Chad Bettis after his three one-run innings Saturday night might be questionable, but beyond 

that the bullpen should be in good shape. 

 

Dodgers: Dylan Floro hasn't pitched in nearly a week, for unknown reasons. Usage of Caleb Ferguson and Josh Fields 

has been sporadic lately, but in part that's because there are 15 arms in the bullpen. JT Chargois and Julio Urias pitched 

in relief Sunday. 

 

Any injuries of note? 

Nothing of note for either team. 

 

Any matchups to watch for? 

Oberg (8-1, 2.48 ERA in 55 games) and Ottavino (112 strikeouts in 77 2/3 innings) have been among the top righty 

relievers, but each one has Dodgers hitters they need to handle with care. 

 

All three of Pederson's hits off Oberg have been homers, and Puig, Turner and Muncy also have gone deep off him. On 

the flip side with Pederson, Oberg has ended five of their 11 matchups with strikeouts and hasn't walked him. 

 

Against Ottavino, the switch-hitting Grandal is 5-for-13, Puig is 6-for-11 with two doubles and a homer, Kemp is 4-for-8 

with a homer and Pederson is 3-for-6 with a double. 

 

Desmond is 0-for-12 with seven strikeouts against Jansen. Story is 0-for-4 with two strikeouts against Fields. 

 

How have the Dodgers fared against Marquez this season, and how have the Rockies fared against Buehler? 

Marquez is 2-0 with a 2.57 ERA and 0.762 WHIP in three starts against the Dodgers this year. Both wins came at Dodger 

Stadium. Buehler is 0-1 with a 2.61 ERA and 0.97 WHIP in five starts against the Rockies this year. He has two no-

decisions against the Rockies at Dodger Stadium this year. 

 

If the Rockies lose today and play a Wild Card Game on Tuesday, who will start? If they advance to the NL Division 

Series, what will the starting rotation be? 
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Under ideal circumstances, the Rockies win today and lefty Kyle Freeland starts an NLDS opener at Coors Field. 

 

If the Rockies lose the tiebreaker today, manager Bud Black most likely will have to ask Freeland to pitch on short rest in 

the Wild Card Game. Freeland labored early in his last start, at home against Washington, but gave up two runs despite 

11 hits in six innings. 

 

Righty Antonio Senzatela is the other Wild Card Game option on regular rest, but in his last two starts his fastball 

command either waned (in the final two of his seven innings at Arizona) or was nonexistent (in 4 2/3 innings against 

Philadelphia). But in those starts he gave up just one run apiece. 

 

If Marquez and Freeland are needed today and Tuesday, and the Rox advance to an NLDS against the NL Central champ 

Thursday, Senzatela would be available with an extra day's rest. That would line up Anderson, coming off 7 2/3 scoreless 

innings Sunday against the Nationals, for Game 2, then Freeland and Marquez would be rested for Games 3 and 4 in 

Denver. 

 

Of course, the Rockies could pull what would seem a surprise and give a start to the mercurial righty Jon Gray, who 

excelled (seven innings, one run) last Monday against the Phillies but bombed against the Nationals (two innings, five 

runs) on Saturday. 

 

If the Dodgers lose today and play a Wild Card Game on Tuesday, who will start? If they advance to the NL Division 

Series, what will the starting rotation be? 

Manager Dave Roberts hasn't announced a Wild Card Game starter, but it likely will be a bullpen game and Wood figures 

to start it or have a prominent role. In the NLDS, Clayton Kershaw will be rested to start a Game 1 on Thursday, followed 

by Hyun-Jin Ryu, Rich Hill and Buehler. 
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Rox roll, set stage for West tiebreaker in LA 
Must C: Arenado smacks 2 homers 
Thomas Harding | MLB.com | Oct. 1, 2018 
 

DENVER -- After Nolan Arenado and Trevor Story powered consecutive seventh-inning home runs in the long-decided 

12-0 victory over the Nationals on Sunday afternoon, a Coors Field sellout crowd of 47,833 delivered a soundtrack and a 

plea: 

 

"Beat L.A.! Beat L.A.!" the chant went, the hope within the words ringing in the Rockies' ears as they head out for a Game 

163 showdown today at Dodger Stadium (2 p.m. MT on ESPN). 

 

Game 162 featured a Charlie Blackmon cycle -- the ninth in club history and 18th at Coors. Sunday also offered two 

Arenado homers, which put him in the National League lead with 37, and roundtrippers from Blackmon, David Dahl (for 

the sixth game in the past seven) and Story. But it didn't offer one answer: 

 

Who is the NL West champion? 

 

The Rockies, winners of nine of their past 10 games, will face Los Angeles today for the NL West crown, which the 

Dodgers have held for the past five years and the Rockies have never held in their 26-year history. The winner will host 

the Braves on Thursday in Game 1 of the NL Division Series, while the loser will get the second Wild Card and play on the 

road on Tuesday night. 

 

"I wish we would've won the division a while ago, but that's not the case," Arenado said. "This is our reality, and it's 

awesome. It's just fun. We get to go there, hopefully win, and come back here. That's the goal. It's definitely something 

that we're all excited about." 

 

At game's end Sunday, the Cubs and Brewers were tied atop the NL Central and will play a tiebreaker of their own at 

Wrigley Field today. The loser of that game will host Tuesday's NL Wild Card Game. 

 

While the Dodgers were clubbing the Giants, 15-0, at San Francisco, the Rockies were slugging the Nationals -- and 

receiving stellar pitching from lefty Tyler Anderson in his return after being scratched Monday with left shoulder soreness. 
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Anderson went 7 2/3 scoreless innings and held the Nats to four hits, struck out five and walked three. The only scary 

moment came in the sixth, when trainers visited the mound after Anderson hit Victor Robles with a pitch because of pain 

in his back. But Anderson threw one test pitch, stayed in, kept dealing and pronounced himself fine postgame. 

 

First baseman Ian Desmond said Anderson's ultra-competitive presence and performance were uplifting. 

 

"Early mornings in Spring Training, he's working as hard as he possibly can, and it's beautiful," Desmond said. "That's 

why this game is so awesome: You always get another chance. He came out and did his thing." 

 

The Nats declined to start 18-game-winning, 300-strikeout-man Max Scherzer, but the Rockies showed up to swing 

against whoever threw. The unlucky man was righty Erick Fedde (2-4), who yielded Blackmon's first-inning leadoff triple, 

retired two, then watched Arenado go deep for the second consecutive game. Arenado had gone 62 at-bats before 

homering off Stephen Strasburg during Saturday night's 12-2 loss. 

 

"I'm glad we came out early and put up a couple of runs, big homer by Nolan in the first, and Tyler Anderson did a great 

job," Blackmon said. 

 

Arenado's second homer came off Austin Voth, who also coughed up Story's 36th homer of the season (one behind 

Arenado) immediately following. In between, Blackmon launched his 29th homer, for two runs off Fedde in the third, and 

Dahl added a three-run shot off Tim Collins in the fifth. 

 

HE SAID IT 

"I try to run away into the clubhouse when they play that stupid song. I don't wanna hear it. Nobody wants to hear it. It's 

not just me. I think it's any team that goes into L.A. It's just like the Cubs, whenever they beat you at home, they have that 

song going on. It's tradition and as an opponent you don't want to lose there." -- Rockies right fielder Carlos Gonzalez on 

"I Love L.A.," the Randy Newman song that blares at ear-splitting decibels when the Dodgers win at home, another 

incentive to win Monday's tiebreaker 

 

UP NEXT 
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Today, Colorado will travel to Los Angeles to face the Dodgers for the NL West title in Game 163. The Rockies are slated 

to start German Marquez, who is 2-0 with a 1.20 ERA in two starts at Dodger Stadium this year -- going seven and eight 

innings while allowing one run and two hits in both. He has a 2.57 ERA in three starts this season against Los Angeles, 

which will counter with Walker Buehler. The game will be shown live on ESPN, with first pitch scheduled for 2:09 p.m. MT. 
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Blackmon first to record cycle in Game 162 
With 8th-inning double, Coors passes Fenway with 18th such feat, most all-time 
Thomas Harding | MLB.com | Oct. 1, 2018 
 

DENVER -- Rockies center fielder Charlie Blackmon's cycle during Sunday's 12-0 victory over the Nationals was the ninth 

in Rockies history and the record 18th at Coors Field. 

 

He became the first player to hit for the cycle in the 162nd game of the season. 

 

Colorado needed to win to maintain a tie with the Dodgers, who defeated the Giants, 15-0, atop the National League 

West. The two results mean the Rockies and Los Angeles will meet in a Game 163 to determine the division title and 

second NL Wild Card today (2 p.m. MT on ESPN). But Blackmon paid no attention to the scoreboard numbers telling the 

story from San Francisco. 

 

In fact, he didn't look until after accepting the standing ovation following his eighth-inning double off Nats righty Kyle 

McGowin that completed the feat. 

 

"I didn't look until I came out of the game, because I didn't want that to affect me," Blackmon said. "I felt it was really 

important for us to win, take care of our business. We'll worry about that later." 

 

Blackmon lashed a triple in the first inning and homered for two runs in the third off Nats starter Erick Fedde. Blackmon 

added a fifth-inning infield single off Tim Collins, and completed the cycle with his double before being replaced by Raimel 

Tapia. 

 

"I didn't realize until maybe the seventh inning that I was just a double away, and I'd been pretty close before," Blackmon 

said. "You've got to get pretty lucky to have that go down the right way." 

 

The cycle was the Rockies' first since June 18, 2017, when Nolan Arenado completed his against the Giants with a walk-

off home run. 
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The 18th cycle at Coors Field, which opened in 1995, surpassed Fenway Park, which opened in 1912, for the most in 

MLB history at any park. 

 

It also was the first cycle against the Nationals. 
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What happens if the Rockies win or lose against the Dodgers in the NL West title tiebreaker? 
Monday’s NL Central tiebreaker game between the Cubs and the Brewers being played at Wrigley Field could 
also impact Colorado 
Kyle Newman | TheDenverPost.com | Oct. 1, 2018 
 

The No.1 rule for Rockies manager Bud Black is to be ready for anything, so here’s what Colorado’s postseason fate will 

be based off the potential outcomes of Monday’s tiebreaker games for both the NL West and NL Central titles. 

 

— Should the Rockies beat the Dodgers, they will not only clinch their first NL West title in franchise history, they’ll also 

clinch home field advantage in the NL Division Series against Atlanta. The Braves fell 3-1 to the Phillies on the road on 

Sunday, dropping their record to 90-72, one game back of the Rockies’ final mark of 91-71. That divisional series would 

begin Thursday at Coors Field. 

 

— Should the Rockies lose to the Dodgers, on Tuesday they would face the loser of Monday’s NL Central tiebreaker 

game between the Cubs and the Brewers being played at Wrigley Field. Because both clubs’ 95-67 regular season marks 

are better than the Rockies’ record, Colorado will be playing on the road, no matter what, should the club fall into the wild-

card round. 

 

— Should the Rockies lose to the Dodgers on Monday, and then win the wild card game on Tuesday, they would be the 

visiting team to the NL Central champion in the divisional series starting Thursday. 

 

Triple Crown implications on Monday 

Milwaukee Brewers' Christian Yelich follows the ...David Zalubowski, The Associated PressMilwaukee Brewers’ Christian 

Yelich follows the flight of his double to drive in two runs off Colorado Rockies starting pitcher Jon Gray in the second 

inning of a baseball game Sunday, May 13, 2018, in Denver. 

The NL West and NL Central tiebreaker games will count as regular season games, meaning they have huge implications 

in the Brewers’ Christian Yelich’s pursuit of the Senior Circuit’s first Triple Crown since St. Louis’ Joe Medwick in 1937. 

 

Yelich has the batting title all locked up with an NL-leading .323 average, 13 percentage points better than the guy in 

second, Cincinnati’s Scooter Gannett. Meanwhile, he’s second in RBIs with 109 behind the Cubs’ Javier Baez (111) and 

tied with Nolan Arenado. And, he’s tied with Trevor Story and the Cardinals’ Matt Carpenter, and one behind Arenado, for 

the home run lead with 36. 
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So, another huge day at the plate for the definite 2018 MVP selection — amid a torrid second half in which, entering 

Sunday, he led the majors in average (.364), slugging percentage (.776), OPS (1.220) and RBIs (66) — could place 

Yelich in rare baseball history. 
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Dodgers rout Giants, head to NL West tiebreaker vs Rockies 
Janie Mccauley | DenverPost.com | Oct. 1, 2018 
 

SAN FRANCISCO — Justin Turner and the free-swinging Los Angeles Dodgers headed for a one-game showdown 

against Colorado to determine the NL West champion, jumping on the San Francisco Giants from the start Sunday in a 

15-0 win for a weekend sweep. 

 

The Rockies routed Washington 12-0 at Coors Field, setting up a tiebreaker at Dodger Stadium on Monday. The winner 

will get the division, the loser will go to the NL wild-card game Tuesday. 

 

Walker Buehler was set to start for the Dodgers (91-71) as the defending NL champions try for a sixth straight West title. 

 

Rich Hill (11-5) pitched two-hit ball for seven innings to keep the playoff-bound Dodgers on a roll. 

 

Manny Machado, Matt Kemp and Max Muncy all joined the hit parade as Los Angeles left nothing to chance in Game No. 

162. Kemp had a two-run double and RBI single among his three hits. 

 

Los Angeles followed up an 18-hit performance Saturday with 16 more to finish with 43 in the three-game series. 

 

Chris Taylor drew a walk from Andrew Suarez (7-13) to begin the game, Turner followed with an RBI double and the rout 

was on. Brian Dozier’s two-run homer and a two-run double by Kemp highlighted a seven-run third inning. 

 

The Dodgers clinched baseball’s final playoff berth by beating the Giants 10-6 on Saturday and celebrated with 

champagne in the visiting clubhouse — then all attention turned to winning another division crown. 

 

So manager Dave Roberts switched from Buehler to Hill (11-5), who delivered. He completed a 5-0 September and won 

for the sixth time in seven outings beginning Aug. 24. The lefty retired the first 10 batters in order before Joe Panik’s 

single in the fourth. 

 

Los Angeles needed a stellar showing in its final series. 
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The Dodgers fell out of the division lead with a 7-2 loss Wednesday at Arizona before taking all three from the injury-

plagued Giants (73-89) to close out the final weekend of the regular season. 

 

San Francisco went 5-21 in September but improved on its last-place 2017 finish of 64-98 by nine wins. 

 

SPLISH SPLASH 

Muncy’s pinch-hit homer gave him 34 for the season and the drive splashed into McCovey Cove beyond the right-field 

arcade. That marked the 44th splash homer by a Giants opponent, fifth by a Dodger and first by an L.A. player since Cody 

Bellinger on Sept. 13, 2017. 

 

PENCE’S FAREWELL? 

Hunter Pence went 0 for 4 with three strikeouts in what was likely his final game with the Giants after 6 1/2 years. There 

were pins and signs reading “GR8FUL.” 

 

Pence received big cheers from the sellout crowd as he ran to the outfield some 20 minutes before first pitch and he 

waved and clapped in appreciation. 

 

Then out in AT&T Park’s vast right field for perhaps the final time in a Giants uniform, he tipped his cap every direction to 

the rousing ovation. He did the same with his batting helmet before stepping in to lead off the bottom of the first. 

 

A Pence highlight video showed before the bottom of the ninth. 

 

FINAL ATTENDANCE 

While the Giants drew 3 million fans for a ninth straight season and 17th time in the ballpark’s 19-year history, the 

3,156,185 attendance was their lowest since 3,037,443 in 2010. 
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Rockies’ Charlie Blackmon hits for cycle in season finale against Nationals 
Blackmon led off with a triple to right in the first inning, and then followed that with a two-run home run in the 
third 
Kyle Newman | DenverPost.com | Sept. 30, 2018 
 

Charlie Blackmon hit for the cycle Sunday against the Nationals, the ninth cycle in Rockies history and the first since 

Nolan Arenado‘s walk-off cycle on Father’s Day in 2017. 

 

Blackmon led off with a triple to right in the first inning, and followed that with a two-run home run in the third, an infield 

single in the fifth and a double in the eighth for the 18th cycle in Coors Field history. 

 

It was also the first cycle in MLB history to be hit in game 162. 

 

“I didn’t really realize until about the seventh inning that I was just a double away,” Blackmon said. “I’ve been pretty close 

before, and you’ve got to be pretty lucky to have that go down the right way.” 

 

It was the first career cycle for Blackmon, who was pulled by manager Bud Black to a standing ovation by the home crowd 

following his double which scored Chris Iannetta and extended Colorado’s lead to 10-0. 

 

“That was a moment I’m not going to forget, mostly because of how into the game the fans were,” Blackmon said. “The 

stadium was completely packed, and they were in it the whole time… I really had a lot of fun today.” 
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Previewing Monday’s NL West tiebreaker game as Rockies battle Dodgers for first division title 
Marquez has been nothing short of a sure bet over the second half, posting a 2.55 ERA in 13 starts while racking 
up the strikeouts 
Kyle Newman | DenverPost.com | Sept. 30, 2018 
 

The showdown is set. The Rockies versus the Dodgers, Monday afternoon at Chavez Ravine, one game to decide the 

National League West title. 

 

On the mound will be a pair of young, talented pitchers as Colorado eyes its first divisional crown and Los Angeles eyes a 

sixth consecutive title. 

 

Second-year right-hander German Marquez, 23, will throw for the Rockies while rookie right-hander Walker Buehler, 24, 

takes the ball for Los Angeles for a 2:09 MT first pitch from Dodger Stadium. Colorado looks to push Los Angeles to 0-7 

when the division is decided by one game since the franchise moved to California for the 1958 season. 

 

“We’re going to have to be ready,” Rockies manager Bud Black said. “But then again, they’re going to have to be ready for 

our guy, too. It’s great, because it’s two of the best young starting pitchers in the big leagues, pitching in this kind of critical 

game.” 

 

Marquez has been sensational since the all-star break, posting a 2.55 ERA in 13 starts. The Venezuelan tied the Major 

League record with eight consecutive strikeouts to begin his last outing last week against Philadelphia. In addition, his 221 

strikeouts so far this season broke Ubaldo Jimenez’s single-season club strikeout record. 

 

“He’s one of the best pitchers in the National League, in my opinion, especially in the second half,” Black said. 

 

The right-hander has posted a 2.57 ERA in three starts against Los Angeles this season, yielding six runs in 21 innings 

with 22 strikeouts, five walks and four home runs. One of Marquez’s best starts of the season came on June 30 at Dodger 

Stadium, a 3-1 Colorado win. Marquez tossed eight innings of one-run ball with nine strikeouts. 

 

Buehler has started five times against the Rockies in 2018, posting a 2.61 ERA in 31 innings. Los Angeles started Rich 

Hill in its 15-0 rout of San Francisco on Sunday, pushing Buehler back from his scheduled start. 
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Black knows Buehler’s lack of big-league experience is less likely to be a factor considering his overall makeup. 

 

“This kid is a really good pitcher — a big fastball at 97, 98 miles per hour with a good curveball, and he’s athletic with a 

good feel for the slider while also mixing in the change,” Black said, “He’s a (first-round) pick, a college pitcher who’s been 

built the right way.” 

 

Los Angeles won the season series over Colorado, 12-7, which is why the Dodgers are hosting the tiebreaker. That 

includes a three-game sweep at Chavez Ravine from Sept. 17-19, one which put the Rockies’ postseason hopes on the 

brink at the time. 

 

It was Marquez who reeled the Rockies back from that brink with a solid start against Arizona the following game, which 

sparked the team winning nine of its final 10. 

 

“I know it’s my time, and I’m going to do my job,” Marquez said. “I’ll keep it simple, and keep doing what I’ve been doing. 

This is a big moment to me. Last year I felt the big feeling of the wild card game (despite being left off the roster), so I’m 

excited.” 

 

National League playoff picture 

Monday 

* NL Central tiebreaker: Brewers at Cubs, 11:05 a.m. MT (ESPN) 

* NL West tiebreaker: Rockies at Dodgers, 2:09 p.m. MT (ESPN, KOA 850 AM) 

Winners advance to NLDS, losers play in wild-card game Tuesday. 

 

Tuesday 

* Wild-card game: NL West loser at NL Central loser, 6 p.m. MT (ESPN, 850 AM) 

Loser is eliminated 

 

Thursday 

NLDS Game 1: Wild-card winner at NL Central winner 

NLDS Game 1: Braves at NL West winner 
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Kiszla: Rockies have one job in showdown with Dodgers. Stop ’em from playing that stupid “We love L.A.” song 
at end of game. 
Before Rocktober can really get rocking, however, Colorado must take a detour to Dodger Stadium 
Mark Kiszla | DenverPost.com | Oct. 1, 2018 
 
We hate L.A. 

 

After Rockies sluggers Nolan Arenado and Trevor Story blasted back-to-back home runs on a glorious, made-in-Colorado 

afternoon, a feisty crowd of 47,833 at Coors Field began chanting so loudly the message thundered all the way from the 

Rocky Mountains to Southern California: “Beat L.A.! Beat L.A.! Beat L.A.!” 

 

We don’t like those stinkin’ Dodgers. They win too much. And know the worst part? 

 

Every time the stinkin’ Dodgers win at home, they crank up the same stinkin’ song and play the victory march for the boys 

in Dodger blue: “We love L.A” by Randy Newman. 

 

“I try to run really fast into the clubhouse whenever they play that stupid song. I don’t want to hear it. Nobody wants to 

hear it,” outfielder Carlos Gonzalez said Sunday, after Colorado routed Washington 12-0. (Charlie Blackmon hit for the 

cycle, but the Rockies missed two extra points.) 

 

Coors Field was rocking on the final day of September. After starting pitcher Tyler Anderson hurled a shutout into the 

seventh inning, he was given a standing ovation, led by teammate Ian Desmond, clapping his hands on the infield. 

 

Ain’t this party great? We don’t want to go home from LoDo now. “It’s good stuff,” Rockies manager Bud Black said. 

 

Before Rocktober can really get rocking, however, Colorado must take a detour to Dodger Stadium, where the National 

League West championship will be determined Monday afternoon, during nine more innings of intensely tense baseball. 

 

With apologies to Newman, who’s a national treasure, we hate L.A. Hate it from the time we start rolling down the Imperial 

Highway. And isn’t that big nasty redhead Dodgers third baseman Justin Turner? 

 

“Hate is a strong word. But not strong enough,” Rockies fan Daniel Levine said. 
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The Dodgers have won the National West five consecutive years. Even the “Rocky” franchise got tired after the fourth 

sequel. Enough is enough. 

 

“I’m a rabbi, and I try hard to like everyone,” said Danny Wolfe of Denver. “But I must be honest. I really, really, really, 

really, really dislike the Dodgers. Maybe they are decent folks in real life, but I doubt it.” 

 

You know Kyle Freeland. He grew up around here. You probably stood in line with him at Starbucks back in 2007, when 

Colorado fell in love with Rocktober. Freeland was a freshman at Thomas Jefferson High back then. But his dad wouldn’t 

let Freeland attend the 9-8, did-Holliday-touch-home, do-or-die playoff victory against San Diego at Coors Field. 

 

“It was a school night,” Freeland explained. 

 

A major-league expansion team and Freeland were both born in Denver 25 years ago. “Growing up a Rockies fan, I grew 

up disliking the Dodgers quite a bit,” Freeland said. 

 

We feel your pain, K-Free. 

 

“I’d rather have a back-alley root canal performed by a third-grader than root for the Dodgers,” said fan David Sully of 

Aurora. 

 

For maybe the first time in the history of this dusty old cow town, “Beat L.A.” is shouted with more urgency than “Beat the 

Chiefs.” Given the choice Monday between the Rockies escaping Los Angeles with a victory and Vance Joseph outwitting 

Kansas City coach Andy Reid at Mile High, it’s no contest. 

 

“I’d rather watch Tom Brady win every Super Bowl for the next 10 years than to see the Dodgers win the World Series 

again,” said Colorado fan Aaron Crane, a Marine veteran. 
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These Rockies are good, 91 victories good. Beat L.A. and Colorado has the right stuff to get back to the Fall Classic for 

the first time since ’07. But what are the chances of starting a deep playoff run with a road loss in SoCal? Nope. Don’t like 

that. 

 

“If the Dodgers played Russia,” Rockies fan Brian Outzen said, “I would sit in the stands dressed in red with a bottle of 

vodka and start the chant: ‘Let’s go comrades.’ ” 

 

Nothing would be sweeter for a Rocktober dreamer than to see Colorado win its first division title at the Dodgers’ expense. 

Please allow baseball-lover Christine Voss to explain. 

 

“Eating at Casa Bonita and then riding the roller coaster at Lakeside 15 times in a row on a hot day is better than the 

Dodgers,” Voss said. 

 

Amen, sister. 

 

Our gritty little Rockies head on down the road  for Game No. 163, hungry for the whole enchilada, with a side of all the 

marbles. It will be German Marquez vs. Walker Buehler on the bump. We don’t have to be reminded who’s the underdog.  

Los Angeles owns six World Series trophies. 

 

And we have … Casa Bonita? But now’s the time for our started-from-the-bottom-now-we’re-here Story. 

 

Chasing franchise history at Chavez Ravine, the Rockies have one goal at the end of nine innings: 

 

Don’t let ’em play that stupid song.  
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Rockies’ Tyler Anderson shuts down Nationals to keep division title hopes alive 
Anderson earned his first Colorado win since July 4 against the Giants 
Kyle Fredrickson | DenverPost.com | Sep. 30, 2018 
 

Tyler Anderson took the mound Sunday at Coors Field in search of redemption. 

 

He found it. 

 

The Rockies defeated the Nationals, 12-0, in game No. 162 to force Game No. 163 against the Dodgers on Monday, 

keeping their division title hopes alive. Colorado’s 28-year-old left-hander had not won since July 4 (Giants) and was 0-6 

with a 6.08 ERA over his past 13 starts. And, Anderson missed a scheduled start last week against the Phillies with 

shoulder inflammation. 

 

His mindset against Washington? “I just made sure I did everything I could this (past) week to get ready to throw.” 

 

Anderson was shaky at the outset as Washington’s first two batters, outfielder Victor Robles and shortstop Trea Turner, 

reached base on singles. History suggested Anderson’s implosion was imminent. Like that Aug. 26 embarrassment 

against St. Louis when he allowed six earned runs and recorded just two outs. 

 

Anderson wanted none of that narrative Sunday. He fought out of the first inning jam by picking Robles off at second and 

then forced outfielder Bryce Harper into a ground-ball double play. Anderson pitched 7 ⅔ scoreless innings on 98 pitches. 

 

Among the more telling statistics? Washington entered the game fifth in the National League in home runs (191), a 

problem area for Anderson, who had allowed an NL-worst 30 this season. But Anderson kept Washington’s bats in check 

with five strikeouts and eight groundouts. 

 

Manager Bud Black called Anderson’s performance “tremendous” and noted his command “picked up as the game went 

on.” It was an outing reminiscent of Anderson’s exceptional June and July when he posted a 2.89 ERA through 11 starts. 

 

“I think (Anderson’s) change-up was really good today and it’s a pitch that he doesn’t normally throw a ton,” catcher Chris 

Iannetta said. “It complemented everything else.” 
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Anderson’s inability to consistently locate pitches during his slump was resolved at least temporarily against the Nationals. 

With his shoulder inflammation finally in check, Anderson threw a bullpen session last week to find out if he was truly 

ready for the biggest start of the season. 

 

“I tried to let the ball go and test it,” Anderson said. “I knew if I felt good, I could pitch.” 

 

An accurate premonition. Fans at a packed Coors Field gave Anderson a standing ovation during his late-game exit — 

followed quickly by “Beat LA!” chants.  Anderson applauded  the fans who packed Coors Field and cheered Colorado to 

victory. 

 

“These fans have been great all year,” Anderson said. “Kudos to them.” 
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The road to Rocktober: In roller-coaster season, these nine games paved the way to return trip to playoffs 
From Ian Desmond’s homer in D.C. early in the season to German Marquez’s record-setting strikeout 
performance this past week 
Kyle Newman | DenverPost.com | Oct. 1, 2018 
 

For the Rocky Mountain region, this moment has been more than a quarter-century coming amid the maturation of a 

franchise long tried by the challenges of finding a formula for professional baseball success at elevation. 

 

The Colorado Rockies are in the playoffs in back-to-back years for the first time. 

 

While the road to another Rocktober is finishing in historic fashion, it was a roller-coaster ride all the way up to the final 

day of the regular season. Here’s a look at nine critical victories that enabled the Rockies to come back from the brink 

multiple times this season. 

 

April 15: Rockies 6, Nationals 5 

With their early-season identity as a team of grinders still very much in flux, Ian Desmond — stuck in a 2-for-39 slump in a 

frigid opening month — launched a two-out, tie-breaking home run in the ninth inning against his former team. That shot 

cemented a critical road series victory for Colorado, which needed all the clutch swings it could get amid the worst 

offensive month in club history. 

 

June 28: Rockies 9, Giants 8 

With a June swoon that dropped the Rockies to eight games back in the NL West, the team’s fan base was in full-blown 

panic mode. But DJ LeMahieu calmly stepped to the plate in the ninth inning at AT&T Park and launched a no-doubt, two-

run home run that turned what would have been an 8-7 defeat into a much-needed victory. 

 

July 4: Rockies 1, Giants 0 

In only the tenth 1-0 game in Coors Field history, southpaw starter Tyler Anderson turned in his best outing of the season 

with eight innings of two-hit, shutout baseball. Paired with a solo home run by catcher Chris Iannetta, the victory cut the 

Rockies’ divisional deficit to four games and set the tone for a red-hot July that would propel them right back to the 

forefront of the playoff picture. 

July 15: Rockies 4, Mariners 3 
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Shortly after being named an all-star for the first time in his career, shortstop Trevor Story continued what’s been a historic 

season with a walk-off home run against the Mariners in the final game of the season’s opening half. The victory had 

Coors Field on its feet and crept Colorado to within two games of the divisional lead. 

 

August 5: Rockies 5, Brewers 4 (11) 

The extra-innings victory over the Brewers was much needed considering Colorado had lost three of four in St. Louis 

before suffering a pair of tough defeats to begin the series against Milwaukee. The win was even more important 

considering the usually stalwart Adam Ottavino surrendered three runs in the bottom of the ninth to force extra innings. 

 

August 11: Rockies 3, Dodgers 2 

After splitting the first couple games of the series — with Colorado’s win in Game 2 thanks to Ryan McMahon’s three-run 

homer in the seventh — McMahon played hero again the next night, blasting a walk-off homer with two outs in the ninth to 

send LoDo into a frenzy. Colorado went on to win the series the next day, furthering the belief that the team could 

overcome an often-kryptonite bullpen to reach the playoffs. 

 

August 19: Rockies 4, Braves 2 

German Marquez continued to come into his own as one of the NL’s best starting arms at SunTrust Park to twirl a gem as 

Colorado secured its first-ever four-game sweep of the Braves in Atlanta. Usual offensive suspects Story and LeMahieu 

also homered in the win to keep the Rockies a half-game out of first in the NL West in the dog days of August. 

 

Sept. 21: Rockies 6, D-backs 2 

After a sweep at the hands of the Dodgers in Los Angeles left the Rockies’ postseason hopes looking slim, Colorado 

came out with an edge in the series opener at Chase Field. With 11 strikeouts, Marquez racked up his fourth double-digit 

K performance over his previous five outings, taking pressure of a Colorado offense which had slumped coming in. 

 

Sept. 26: Rockies 14, Phillies 0 

Marquez came out on fire, striking out the first eight hitters to tie a modern-day MLB record for consecutive Ks to begin a 

game. The Venezuelan also passed Ubaldo Jimenez for the most single-season strikeouts in Rockies history in the win, 

which enabled Colorado to jump Los Angeles in the NL West standings amid the team’s sizzling streak to close the 

regular season. 
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Echoes of a Game 163 return as the Rockies go all-in with German Márquez vs. the Dodgers 
Nick Groke | TheAthletic.com | Oct 1, 2018   
 
DENVER — The standing ovation that surrounded Matt Holliday in the eighth inning Sunday waited 11 years to arrive, an 

echo from a previous era, back when the Rockies raced through a nearly unmatched run of victories to the World Series. 

 

The manager who called Holliday’s name off the bench Sunday for a pinch-hit at-bat once stood in the opposite dugout, 

grimacing at the end of a wild extra game of the 2007 season, the 13-inning affair now entrenched in Colorado lore. 

 

“Luckily for Buddy,” Holliday said with an implied wink Sunday afternoon, “he has me on his side this year.” 

 

For the second time in their history, the Rockies will play a tiebreaking extra game to end their regular season, a Game 

163, this time in Los Angeles against the Dodgers, after both teams smashed their way to blowout victories Sunday that 

left them each with 91 wins. They will face each other at Dodger Stadium on Monday to decide the National League West 

title. 

 

The Rockies capped their schedule with a 12-0 rout of the Nationals at Coors Field behind left-hander Tyler Anderson’s 

shutdown outing, a scoreless 7 2/3 innings on just four hits that left the Rockies tied atop the division. 

 

He was not alone in stretching his wings. Center fielder Charlie Blackmon hit for the cycle, just the ninth in Rockies 

history, after he triple to lead off the bottom of the first, homered in the third, singled in the fifth and doubled to right field in 

the eighth for another standing ovation. 

 

The standing and sitting and standing again must have grown tiresome for the 47,833 fans in LoDo. Nolan Arenado 

homered twice to take over the NL lead with 37. David Dahl hit a sixth homer in his past seven games. Trevor Story hit a 

solo shot, his 36th homer. 

 

“I wish we would’ve won the division a while ago, but that’s not the case,” Arenado said. “This is our reality and it’s 

awesome. It’s just fun. We get to go there, hopefully win and come back here.” 
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The winner of Monday’s tiebreaker in L.A. will host the Braves in the NLDS on Thursday. The loser stays alive, but with a 

difficult turn into Tuesday’s wild-card game, against either the Brewers or Cubs, who will also play a tiebreaker Monday. 

 

The stakes suddenly spiked. And both the Rockies and Dodgers will not save themselves for another day. Bud Black and 

L.A. manager Dave Roberts will each start their best available pitchers: Colorado right-hander German Márquez, one of 

the best pitchers in the NL over the second half of the season, against Dodgers rookie of the year candidate Walker 

Buehler. 

 

“Last year, in the wild-card game against the D-Backs, I didn’t get to pitch,” Márquez said Sunday. “So I stayed really 

hungry.” 

 

Márquez’s assignment, as the Rockies try to win their first division title in the 26-year-history of the club, was determined 

Saturday, after Black settled on the health of Anderson’s left shoulder. Inflammation subsided, so he started against the 

Nationals. 

 

That left Márquez, a 23-year-old from Venezuela in his second season, to start on regular rest in the biggest game of his 

career. 

 

“He is one of the best pitchers in the National League,” Black said. 

 

His reason behind that confidence is Márquez’s 2.55 ERA in the second half. Opponents hit just .213 off him with a slight 

.581 OPS. And the Dodgers this season are hitting just .149 off him in three games. 

 

Buehler, a 24-year-old and a first-round pick of the Dodgers in 2015, pitched in five games against the Rockies this 

season and the Dodgers went 2-3 behind him. 

 

“He has a big arm,” Black said. “We’re gonna see this kid for awhile if he stays healthy. … It’s two of the best young 

starting pitchers in the big leagues pitching in this type of game. It’s great.” 
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While the 163rd game of the season will give the Rockies one more chance to win their first division title, it is also a 

nuisance, forcing them to burn another pitcher before the postseason starts. The gain is great, a leap forward to 

Thursday’s NLDS. 

 

But the downside hurts, setting them back in a wild-card game that, if they win, will carry forward into a best-of-five 

division series. Kyle Freeland would likely start the wild card, leaving the Rockies with Antonio Senzatela on Thursday. 

 

“There’s two choices,” Colorado right fielder Carlos González said. “If you lose, you end up playing another game. But 

when you say burn a pitcher, that can be tough when you only have one. But we have a lot of guys who can get the job 

done.” 

 

Less than two weeks ago, Yasiel Puig hit a crushing, three-run homer off Scott Oberg that helped the Dodgers sweep a 

three-game series. The Rockies at the time seemed sunk. 

 

They then won nine of their next 10 games, including Sunday, another echo to Rocktober, when the 2007 Rockies won 14 

of their final 15 before the postseason. Monday’s Game 163 will play 11 years to the day after Holliday’s head-first slide at 

home plate sent them soaring into the playoffs. 

 

“We want to win the division,” González said. “It’s important for everybody. Last year we played a one-and-done game 

and we were done. Nobody wants that. But also, winning the division would mean something extra because this team has 

never done it before. It would be special, to make history for this franchise.”  
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Behind the scenes, a feverish day of manager manipulations sets up season finales for Rockies, Dodgers 
Nick Groke | TheAthletic.com | Sep 30, 2018 
 

DENVER — Nolan Arenado will wake up Sunday morning with a bag packed but no destination. The Rockies and their 

All-Star third baseman could end up in any of five cities in the next three days as a whirlwind of activity pushed the 

National League into a feverish final day of the season with two division titles still in play. 

 

“I try to think about it,” Arenado said, “but then I’m like, well I can’t control any of this, so I don’t know why I’m bothering 

letting my mind go round with this.” 

 

After right-hander Jon Gray faltered through just two innings in the Nationals’ 12-2 blowout victory at Coors Field on 

Saturday, the Rockies fell into a tie atop the NL West with the Dodgers with one game remaining. Los Angeles earlier in 

the afternoon topped the Giants in San Francisco in a cross-country volley back at Colorado. The Brewers and Cubs, too, 

will determine the NL Central title with identical records carried into Sunday. 

 

And while Arenado avoided twisting his head around how the final hours might unfold, manager Bud Black was working 

behind the scenes to optimize the Rockies’ chances. Between Black and his Dodgers counterpart, Dave Roberts, the 

manipulation was already in high gear early Saturday. 

 

Black for several days slow-played his pitching plan to close out the regular season, hinting that right-hander German 

Marquez might pitch if Colorado’s season was on the line. Along with Kyle Freeland, Marquez has been among the NL’s 

best pitchers this season. Lefty Tyler Anderson, though, was also a possibility after missing his previous start with what 

the team called a shoulder strain. 

 

The Rockies on Friday clinched a berth in the postseason with a Freeland-led victory over Washington. But their loss 

Saturday kept them in limbo. Their season is not in danger, exactly, but a division title carries a valuable prize: The ability 

to skip to a best-of-five game division series starting Thursday, like vaulting forward in Chutes and Ladders. 

 

Instead, the Rockies are in limbo. And there is a worse fate than the consolation of playing in a one-game wild-card 

playoff. If the Rockies and Dodgers both win Sunday, or both lose, they would be forced to play a tiebreaker Game 163 on 
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Monday in Los Angeles. An extra game crammed between the end of the regular season and Tuesday’s wild-card would 

wreak havoc on their pitching plans. 

 

Is it worth going all-in on Sunday’s final day for the upside of a division title? Or is the risk — burning your best pitchers 

just to reach a wild-card game — too great? 

 

Without elaborating, Black made his wager clear. “Tyler Anderson,” he said. “He can go.” He is saving Marquez to pitch 

on at least regular rest Tuesday or in a division series. 

 

The Nationals complicated this risk-reward calculation. Washington manager Dave Martinez earlier had said he would 

pitch his ace, Max Scherzer, if Sunday’s game against the Rockies meant the difference for the NL playoffs. But after the 

Rockies and Dodgers clinched postseason spots, he pulled Scherzer off the table. He announced his plan late Saturday 

night, after the Nats defeated the Rockies. They will instead start second-year right-hander Erick Fedde (2-3, 5.24). 

 

This threw the Dodgers off. Roberts was planning to pitch rookie Walker Buehler, his second-best pitcher, on Sunday. 

Roberts was all-in trying to win the division. But knowing the Rockies would be facing a far less dangerous pitcher in 

Fedde, he backtracked. Well after midnight Sunday morning, Roberts said he will instead pitch Rich Hill. 

 

The Rockies, it seemed, gained an advantage by not betting. By sticking to a regular rotation, they limited their risk and 

gained a reward. If they burned Marquez on short rest Sunday and won, only to see the Dodgers win too, they would still 

be stuck with a Monday tiebreaker and Anderson would need to pitch. 

 

If they lose Sunday and the Dodgers win the division, the Rockies can take on a wild-card game Tuesday with Marquez in 

ideal shape. 

 

It is a complicated con game. And neither the Rockies nor the Dodgers know who they might face Tuesday in a wild-card 

or Thursday in a division playoff. It could be the Brewers, Cubs or Braves, depending on their games Sunday, with an 

entirely separate set of factors. 
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“At the end of the day,” Arenado said, while not privy to any of these manipulations, “we’ve got a game tomorrow and we 

win that, we’ll see what happens.” 
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Team Entropy 2018: Let’s Play Two! 
Jay Jaffe | Fangraphs.com | October 1, 2018 
 

This is the seventh and final installment of this year’s Team Entropy series, my recurring look not only at the races for the 

remaining playoff spots but the potential for end-of-season chaos in the form of down-to-the-wire suspense and even 

tiebreakers. Ideally, we want more ties than the men’s department at Macy’s. If you’re new to this, please read the 

introduction here. And if you’ve been following along with this series, here and on Twitter, many thanks! 

 

Pop the champagne! Team Entropy has done it — or rather the Brewers, Cubs, Dodgers, and Rockies have done it — 

producing an unprecedented level of end-of-season chaos in the form of two Game 163 tiebreaker games that will be 

played on Monday afternoon. The 1pm ET game between the Cubs and Brewers (both 95-67) in Chicago will decide the 

winner of the NL Central, which will also become the top seed in the NL; the loser will host the Wild Card game on 

Tuesday night. The 4pm ET game between the Dodgers and Rockies (both 91-71) in Los Angeles will decide the No. 2 

seed in the NL, which will face the Braves (90-72) in the Division Series, while the loser will be the road team for the Wild 

Card game. 

 

Before all of that transpires, it’s worth taking a moment to appreciate what just happened. The Cubs, who have held at 

least a share of first place in the NL Central since July 13 and had sole position from August 1 through September 28, had 

a 3.5-game lead on the Brewers as of September 18, but went just 6-5 thereafter, including Sunday’s win. The Brewers, 

who held a share of first place in the division for all but one day from May 13 to July 13, were six back as of August 28, 

before winning 22 of their final 29, including nine of their last 10 — and all of their final seven — to wind up tied. 

 

Over in the NL West, the Dodgers, who began the year 16-26, only intermittently occupied first place, with a stretch from 

July 12 through August 11 accounting for 27 of their 40 days either sharing or having sole possession of the catbird seat. 

A 7-1 surge, one that included taking three out of four from the Cardinals and sweeping the Rockies, pushed them to a 

season high 2.5-game lead as of September 19. While they went 6-3 from that point, the Rockies, who themselves only 

spent 32 days with a share of first, caught fire and won eight in a row and nine out of their last 10. 

 

The Cubs and Brewers clinched their playoff berths last Wednesday, while the Rockies clinched theirs on Friday. On that 

that same day, the Cubs pushed the Cardinals, who still had hopes of winning a Wild Card spot, to the brink of 

elimination. Both the Central and West divisions entered Saturday with their leaders (the Cubs and Rockies) ahead by a 
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game, and from there — for the purposes of Team Entropy — everything kept coming up Milhouse. The ties page of our 

playoff odds report estimated the chances of an end-of-season deadlock in the Central at 25.9%, and in the West at 

34.1%, which, by my math, meant an 8.8% chance of both happening. That’s more than 10 times what it was on the 

previous Sunday, when the Cubs and Dodgers led their divisions by 2.5 and 1.5 games, respectively. 

 

On Saturday, the Cubs lost 2-1 to the Cardinals, keeping the latter’s slim playoff hopes alive, but only for a few hours. 

Soon after, the Dodgers dashed those hopes and clinched their own playoff spot in the process, with a 10-6 win over the 

Giants in San Francisco. That night, the Brewers closed the gap by beating the Tigers 6-5 behind a pair of home runs by 

Christian Yelich (who else?), while the Rockies let the Dodgers back into a tie when they were roughed up by the 

Nationals, 12-2. 

 

Three of Sunday’s four relevant games — all of which were played simultaneously, starting at 3:05 pm ET, in a situation 

that tested the bandwidths of everybody with an MLB.TV plan — were extremely lopsided, with relatively little suspense 

except as it related to the bigger picture. The Dodgers plated two runs before they even made an out against Giants 

starter Andrew Suarez, piled up seven in the third to take a 9-0 lead, and won 15-0. With the Nationals choosing to start 

rookie Erick Fedde instead of Cy Young candidate Max Scherzer, the Rockies used two-run homers by Nolan Arenado 

and Charlie Blackmon and a three-run shot by David Dahl to build an early 7-0 lead. They ultimately won 12-0, with 

Arenado adding a second homer to take over the NL lead at 37 and Blackmon hitting for the cycle. The Brewers took a 2-

0 lead over the Tigers in the first inning, added single runs in the fourth and sixth, and then piled on six in the seventh en 

route to an 11-0 win. 

 

The Cubs, on the other hand, took the more difficult path by falling behind 2-0 in the first. Thanks to a barrage of extra-

base hits by the usual suspects, they took control with a four-run third inning that chased starter Jack Flaherty, added four 

more in the fifth, and withstood a late challenge in which the Cardinals, though down 10-5, had the bases loaded in the 

seventh until Steve Cishek struck out Francisco Peña. That the Cubs needed nine pitchers, with relievers such as 

Brandon Kintzler and Carl Edwards Jr. looking rough while the other teams were able to rest their A-list guys, may be a 

factor over the next two days. 

 

Major League Baseball hasn’t had a tiebreaker game since 2013, when the Rays downed the Rangers to claim the 

second AL Wild Card spot. There have been 14 tiebreakers in MLB history (15 if you count the replay of the tied game 
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produced by Merkle’s Boner in 1908). Four of them were decided in best-of-three series that served as forerunners of the 

League Championship Series: 

 

MLB Tiebreaker History 

Year Title Winner Loser Score Playoffs 

1946 NL pennant Cardinals Dodgers 2-0 (games) Won WS 

1948 AL pennant Indians Red Sox 8–3 Won WS 

1951 NL pennant Giants Dodgers 2-1 (games) Lost WS 

1959 NL pennant Dodgers Braves 2-0 (games) Won WS 

1962 NL pennant Giants Dodgers 2-1 (games) Lost WS 

1978 AL East Yankees Red Sox 5–4 Won WS 

1980 NL West Astros Dodgers 7–1 Lost NLCS 

1995 AL West Mariners Angels 9–1 Lost ALCS 

1998 NL Wild Card Cubs Giants 5–3 Lost NLDS 

1999 NL Wild Card Mets Reds 5–0 Lost NLCS 

2007 NL Wild Card Rockies Padres 9–8 (13) Lost WS 

2008 AL Central White Sox Twins 1–0 Lost ALDS 

2009 AL Central Twins Tigers 6–5 (12) Lost ALDS 

2013 AL Wild Card Rays Rangers 5–2 Lost ALDS 

 

 

There have been nine tiebreaker elimination games since the start of division play in 1969, starting with Bucky Dent and 

company’s victory over the Red Sox in 1978. Dent’s Yankees were the last team to win a World Series after going this 

route. This is the first time a tiebreaker has been played merely for the purposes of establishing seeding, with no 

elimination at stake. When MLB switched from the single Wild Card format to the Wild Card game in 2012, the league 

decided that the right to avoid playing a single-elimination playoff game was worth playing off for itself. From 1994 (had 
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the strike not intervened) through 2011, in the event of a tie after 162 games — such as was the case involving the 95-67 

Yankees and Red Sox in 2005 — the division winner and Wild Card team would be decided on the basis of head-to-head 

records, with the loser at no discernible disadvantage thereafter except to be the road team in their playoff series. Now, to 

borrow colleague Sean Dolinar’s description from our in-house Slack channel, what we have is a four-team double-

elimination bracket. 

 

It’s imperfect, particularly when one considers that the NL playoff team with the worst record, the Braves, is the one 

getting a bye until Thursday’s Division Series opener. What’s also imperfect is that, since the tiebreakers are regular-

season games, expanded rosters will still be in effect, so if things get out of control early, we might see guys who won’t 

come near a playoff series soaking up innings so that nobody who might be needed on Tuesday night is taxed. If things 

are tight late, you’re going to see a four-hour tribute to Tony La Russa in the form of matchup-induced pitching changes 

galore. Your mileage may vary, but I remain on board with preferring to see these teams play for the right not to have their 

backs to the wall on Tuesday than to have the seeding decided by the head-to-head records. 

 

As it stands, the Cubs are starting lefty Jose Quintana (4.09 ERA, 4.52 FIP, 1.2 WAR) while the Brewers, after waiting 

until around 10 AM on Monday morning to show their hand, are going with Jhoulys Chacin (3.56 ERA, 3.99 FIP, 2.6 

WAR), who is both on turn and their most valuable starter in terms of WAR. With Josh Hader, Jeremy Jeffress, Corey 

Knebel, Joakim Soria all rested — Hader hasn’t pitched since Friday, the other three each threw spotless innings on 

Saturday — they could have decided to hold Chacin back for Tuesday and just bullpen the hell out of Monday. The NL 

West tiebreaker has the better pitching matchup, even with staff aces Kyle Freeland and Clayton Kershaw not available, 

as the former pitched Friday, the latter Saturday. Call it a Wild West shootout featuring a pair of young guns, with the 

Rockies going forth with 23-year-old German Marquez (3.76 ERA, 3.33 FIP, 4.5 WAR) and the Dodgers countering with 

24-year-old Walker Buehler (2.76 ERA, 2.98 FIP, 3.2 WAR). Damn, this is going to be fun. 

 

It’s been fun already, of course. I started this Team Entropy thing in 2011, and even with playoff berths still in question 

heading into the final day of the regular every year except 2017, the lack of actual tiebreaker games in the past four years 

had me feeling like Linus van Pelt. With two tiebreaker games in one day, at long last the Great Pumpkin has finally 

arrived, and with apologies to the hardworking folks inconvenienced by the extra layer of complexity in the form of 

logistical nightmares, contingency plans, and travel away from their loved ones, I’d like to think we collectively willed this 

mess into existence. So let’s enjoy the hell out of Monday! 
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Dodgers going for broke, to start Walker Buehler in tiebreaker 
Alden Gonzalez | ESPN.com | Oct. 1, 2018 
 

SAN FRANCISCO -- Dave Roberts' confidence persisted, even while his team spiraled. The Los Angeles Dodgers began 

the 2018 season with a 16-24 record, their worst 40-game start in 60 years. By May 16, they stood 10 games below .500. 

But Roberts declared -- then and throughout -- that his club would be crowned National League West champions when it 

was all said and done. 

 

One game will now decide that. 

 

The Dodgers' 15-0 drubbing of San Francisco and the Colorado Rockies' 12-0 thrashing of Washington on Sunday set up 

a one-game tiebreaker between them, which will be played at Dodger Stadium at 4 p.m. ET on Monday. The game will air 

on ESPN. 

 

Dodgers rookie Walker Buehler has a 1.70 ERA over his last 11 starts. Sean M. Haffey/Getty Images 

The Rockies will start German Marquez, and the Dodgers will counter with fellow right-hander Walker Buehler, the 

precocious rookie who has been among the sport's best pitchers over these last two months. 

 

There was speculation on Sunday morning that Roberts might save Buehler, his best available option, for a potential wild-

card game that would put the Dodgers' season on the line -- but Roberts won't settle for that. 

 

"Our goal is to win the division," he said. "With Walker rested, having an extra day -- right now, he's our best. To win this 

game, to win the division -- it's in our hands. That's been our goal from the beginning." 

 

The Dodgers swept the Rockies at the start of last week to take a 2 1/2-game lead in the NL West, but the Rockies have 

since won nine of 10 and both clubs now sport a 91-71 record. 

 

A win on Monday would give the Dodgers their sixth consecutive NL West title and home-field advantage against the 

Atlanta Braves in the National League Division Series, which begins Thursday. A loss means they will travel to face either 

the Chicago Cubs or the Milwaukee Brewers -- who will play their own tiebreaker at Wrigley Field earlier on Monday -- in 

Tuesday's NL wild-card game. 
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"It's a must-win, I think, for us," Dodgers outfielder Matt Kemp said. "We'd much rather win the division than be the wild 

card. But we're going to play like any game we've been playing this last month. We've been playing each game like a 

playoff game, so we gotta keep it going." 

 

Buehler, who will take the mound on five days' rest, has a 1.70 ERA over his last 11 starts, with 20 walks and 84 

strikeouts in 68 2/3 innings. The 24-year-old last faced the Rockies in a Sept. 19 start in which he overcame a 36-pitch 

first inning to allow two unearned runs, striking out 12 and walking only one. 

 

He learned that day about the importance of slowing the game down and not making the circumstances bigger than the 

task in front of him, a mentality he hopes to take into the most important start of his young career. 

 

"It all kind of culminates," Buehler said. "But at the same time, it's still a regular-season game. It's Game 163, which is all 

right, but we don't go home if we lose, get a day off if we win. We know it's going to be built up and it's going to be 

amplified and adrenaline will be going, but at the end of the day, it's another baseball game." 

 

The Dodgers played one of their best, most complete baseball games in their regular-season finale. 

 

Rich Hill -- who didn't find out he was starting Sunday until he awoke to Roberts' late-night text message the morning of 

the game -- altered the grip on his curveball, tweaked the mechanics of his windup and allowed only two baserunners 

through seven innings. 

 

His offense scored 14 runs in the first five innings, at which point Roberts was able to empty his bench and feel confident 

that his beleaguered bullpen would get an extra day of rest. 

 

"From the first pitch on," Roberts said, "our guys [played with conviction] today." 

 

They'll need more of that against Marquez, who threw seven scoreless innings in his last start against the Philadelphia 

Phillies and sports a 2.57 ERA in three outings against the Dodgers this season. Roberts' contingency plan for a potential 

wild-card game might be to start Ross Stripling or Alex Wood in what could ultimately become a bullpen game, but the 

Dodgers are trying not to even ponder that scenario. 
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"It's not do or die," Roberts said of Monday's tiebreaker, "but obviously it's a must-win game. To win the game and to get a 

couple of days off, and to host a Division Series, is very important." 
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Rockies rout Nats 12-0, to play at Dodgers for NL West title 
Associated Press | ESPN.com | Oct. 1, 2018 
 

DENVER -- The playoff-bound Colorado Rockies are headed to Los Angeles for a tiebreaking game to decide the NL 

West title after routing the Washington Nationals 12-0 on Sunday behind Charlie Blackmon's cycle. 

 

Tied atop the division with the Dodgers entering the last day, the Rockies won for the ninth time in 10 games, while Los 

Angeles routed San Francisco 15-0 to send the season to game 163. 

 

The one-game tiebreaker will be Monday at Dodger Stadium, and the loser goes to the Chicago Cubs or Milwaukee for 

Tuesday's wild-card game. 

 

Nolan Arenado hit two of the Rockies' five homers and took over the National League lead with 37, one more than 

teammate Trevor Story -- who also went deep. David Dahl homered for the sixth time in seven games. 

 

Colorado (91-71), is trying for its first division title. 

 

Blackmon finished off his first career cycle and the ninth in Rockies history with a double in the eighth. He tripled in the 

first, homered in the third, singled in the fifth and struck out in the sixth. 

 

Tyler Anderson (7-9) didn't look the least bit bothered by a sore shoulder that sidelined him for about a week. He scattered 

four hits over 7 2/3 inninhs for his first win since July 4. 

 

Arenado got the Rockies rolling in the first, with a two-run shot off Erick Fedde (2-4), who was starting after the Nationals 

elected to skip NL Cy Young Award candidate Max Scherzer. Blackmon added a two-run drive in the third. 

 

Fedde lasted four innings and gave up four runs in place of Scherzer, who wound up with an MLB-best 300 strikeouts. 

 

The Rockies went 19-9 in September, marking the second-most wins in the month in franchise history. The team record is 

20 in 2007, when the Rockies made a late surge and beat San Diego in a play-in game to climb into the postseason. They 

used the momentum to propel them all the way to their only World Series appearance, where they were swept by Boston. 
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Before the game, Story said he planned to do sneak peeks at the large scoreboard in right field to see how the Dodgers 

were faring. It wasn't pretty, as Los Angeles scored early and often. 

 

Late in the game, the fans chanted "Beat LA! Beat LA! Beat LA!" The only cheer louder was the one Anderson received 

when he was taken out. 

 

Anderson appeared iffy for this start after complaining of shoulder soreness that led him to be bumped from his outing last 

Monday. He steadily progressed throughout the week. 

 

The left-hander was 0-6 with a 6.08 ERA over his past 13 starts. But he found his command and worked out of trouble 

courtesy of three double plays. 

 

Arenado and Story hit back-to-back homers in the seventh to help the Rockies earn their 91st win of the season, which is 

the second-most in team history. The record is 92 turned in by the 2009 team. 

 

The Nationals (82-80) finished with a winning record for a seventh straight season. 

 

HARPER'S FINAL NATS AT-BAT? 

Soon-to-be free agent Bryce Harper doubled in potentially his final at-bat in a Nationals uniform. He was 2 for 4 with two 

doubles. 

 

Asked if Harper remains in the team's plans, general manager Mike Rizzo said: "Of course he is in our plans. He's a guy 

that we would love to have." 

 

UP NEXT 

Nationals: Open the 2019 season on March 28 against the New York Mets at Nationals Park. 

 

Rockies: RHP German Marquez (14-10, 3.76 ERA) figures to get the start Monday in Los Angeles. 
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Breaking down Monday's division tiebreaker doubleheader 
David Schoenfield | ESPN.com | Oct. 1, 2018 
 

First off, thank the baseball gods. Second, call in sick, skip class, take an extra-long lunch break. Just find an excuse to 

get away from your regular Monday obligations. We have two tiebreaker games for the first time in MLB history. These will 

be the 11th and 12th one-game tiebreakers, and the first since the Rays and Rangers played in 2013 for the second AL 

wild card. 

 

Monday's Tiebreaker Doubleheader Schedule 

With both the NL West and NL Central races still tied after 162 games, tiebreaker games will be played Monday to 

determine each division title. 

 

Both games will be broadcast on ESPN and ESPN Radio: 

• Brewers at Cubs, first pitch at 1:05 p.m. ET 

• Rockies at Dodgers, first pitch at 4:09 p.m. ET 

 

These tiebreakers differ from the first 10 because in those games, the loser went home. The losers of these games will 

meet each other in the wild-card game Tuesday. Still, you don't want to play in that game. You want to win Monday. Note 

this: Of the seven tiebreaker winners from the wild-card era (since 1995), only the 2007 Rockies went on to reach the 

World Series. 

 

Remember this as well: This is considered a regular-season game, so full 40-man rosters are in effect. Look for a lot of 

relievers, some pinch hitters and maybe pinch-running specialist Terrance Gore winning a game for the Cubs with his 

speed. 

 

Brewers at Cubs 

First pitch: 1:05 p.m. ET (ESPN) 

 

What it means in the NL picture: The winner is the NL Central champion and the No. 1 seed in the NL. The loser will host 

the loser of the Rockies-Dodgers tiebreaker in Tuesday's wild-card game. That means the Brewers and Cubs could be 

right back at it Thursday in the division series. 
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How the Brewers forced a tiebreaker game: The Brewers were five games out on Sept. 1 but went 19-6 the rest of the 

way, including winning their final six over the Cardinals and Tigers. They also beat the Cubs in four out of six games in 

September. Christian Yelich probably locked up the NL MVP award with a monster final month: .352/.500/.807, 10 HR, 33 

RBIs in 26 games. 

 

What's at stake in NL tiebreaker games? 

NL Central: Brewers-Cubs (1:05 ET, ESPN) 

 

If Milwaukee wins: Brewers are NL Central champs, host NLDS vs. LAD/COL/CHC starting Thursday. Cubs host wild-card 

game vs. LAD/COL loser on Tuesday. 

 

If Chicago wins: Cubs are NL Central champs, host NLDS vs. LAD/COL/MIL starting Thursday. Brewers host wild-card 

game vs. LAD/COL loser on Tuesday. 

 

NL West: Rockies-Dodgers (4:09 ET, ESPN) 

 

If Colorado wins: Rockies are NL West champs, host NLDS vs. ATL starting Thursday. Dodgers visit CHC/MIL loser for 

NL wild-card game on Tuesday. 

 

If Los Angeles wins: Dodgers are NL West champs, host NLDS vs. ATL starting Thursday. Rockies visit CHC/MIL loser 

for NL wild-card game on Tuesday. 

 

How the Cubs forced a tiebreaker game: The Cubs went 16-12 in September, so you can't really say they collapsed. Give 

the Brewers credit for a great finish. The offense has struggled at times in September, with eight games in which they've 

scored zero or one run. 

 

Pitching matchup: TBD versus Jose Quintana (13-11, 4.09) 
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The Brewers apparently are waiting to make their decision. It could be either Jhoulys Chacin on regular rest (he started 

Wednesday) or they could go with a full bullpen game and start Chase Anderson (who last pitched on Sept. 18), Freddy 

Peralta or one of the regular relievers such as Brandon Woodruff or Corbin Burnes. 

 

It's a tough decision for Craig Counsell and the front office. If you start Chacin and lose, then you probably go with a 

bullpen game in the wild-card game. You could go bullpen game Monday and win, then have Chacin ready for Game 1 of 

the division series. You could go bullpen game Monday and lose while also burning through all your top relievers, leaving 

you in a bit of a bind for the wild-card game. 

 

The good news: With Sunday's blowout win, none of the team's top relievers pitched. Corey Knebel and Jeremy Jeffress 

each threw one inning on both Friday and Saturday, and Burnes threw two innings and 31 pitches Saturday. Josh Hader 

last pitched Friday, when he threw 22 pitches. If you go bullpen game, you probably imagine at least two innings apiece 

from Burnes and Hader, and four or five outs from Knebel and Jeffress. That's seven innings right there. 

 

The Cubs will have a more conventional approach with Quintana, who finished strong with a 3.05 ERA over his final eight 

starts. He faced the Brewers twice in September and went 6⅔ innings both times, giving up two runs in the first start and 

zero runs in the second. Still, with a full slate of relievers available, you know Joe Maddon will have a quick hook. For 

what it's worth, nine of the 19 meetings between the clubs featured a shutout -- three by the Brewers and six by the Cubs. 

 

The fallout: We just went over the Milwaukee scenario. If Chacin ends up pitching Monday or Tuesday and they reach the 

division series, that probably leaves Wade Miley to start in Game 1. Miley started Saturday and went only three innings 

and 53 pitches, so he's even a candidate to pitch Tuesday given that limited pitch count. 

 

The Cubs are the only one of the four teams to have a favorable setup, win or lose. If they lose on Monday, Jon Lester 

pitches Tuesday on regular rest. If they win Monday, Lester is ready for Game 1 of the NLDS on Thursday. If they play in 

the wild-card game and win, then Kyle Hendricks goes in Game 1, and he has been their best pitcher down the stretch. 

 

Dodgers stack 7 runs in big 3rd inningBrian Dozier's two-run home run highlights a seven-run third inning for the Dodgers. 

Rockies at Dodgers 

First pitch: 4:09 p.m. ET (ESPN) 
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What it means in the NL picture: The winner is the NL West champion and the No. 2 seed in the NL, giving them home-

field advantage over the Atlanta Braves in the division series. The loser will be the No. 5 seed and travel to the loser of the 

Brewers-Cubs game for Tuesday's wild-card game. 

 

How the Dodgers forced a tiebreaker game: After losing two out of three in Arizona to start the week, the Dodgers 

rebounded to sweep the Giants. They overcame a shaky Clayton Kershaw start on Saturday in which he gave up five runs 

for the first time in 22 career starts at AT&T Park, then pounded the Giants 15-0 on Sunday as they scored seven runs in 

the third inning and had Rich Hill throw seven scoreless innings. 

 

How the Rockies forced a tiebreaker game: The Rockies looked dead after the Dodgers swept them at Dodger Stadium 

from Sept. 17-19, but they won nine of their final 10 games, including a three-game sweep at Arizona and a four-game 

sweep of the Phillies at home. They caught a break Sunday when the Nationals decided not to start Max Scherzer, and 

they cruised to a 12-0 victory. Tyler Anderson, who had a 7.80 ERA over his previous 10 starts, tossed 7⅔ scoreless 

innings, Charlie Blackmon hit for the cycle, David Dahl cracked his ninth home run of September and Nolan Arenado hit 

two home runs to take over the NL lead with 37. 

 

Pitching matchup: German Marquez (14-10, 3.76) vs. Walker Buehler (7-5, 2.76) 

 

Two of the best young starters in the game enter this tiebreaker as two of the hottest pitchers. Marquez has a 2.16 ERA 

over his past 12 starts with a .201 average allowed and 109 strikeouts in 83⅓ innings. He last faced the Dodgers on June 

30, when he gave up two hits and one run in eight innings at Dodger Stadium. Marquez owns a mid-90s fastball and 

made the leap into the upper echelon of starters after improving his slider, giving him a second wipeout pitch to go with his 

plus curveball. 

 

Buehler had originally been scheduled to start Sunday, but the Dodgers changed to Hill, lining up Buehler for either the 

tiebreaker or the wild-card game -- basically holding him off for the game they viewed as more vital than Sunday's game. 

Since Hyun-Jin Ryu and Kershaw pitched Friday and Saturday, neither would be on regular rest for Tuesday. 
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It was a calculated gamble that gives them a hot starter going Monday afternoon. Buehler's 2.21 ERA in the second half 

ranked fourth in the majors, he has a 1.70 ERA over his past 11 starts with a .167 average allowed, and he has given up 

more than two runs only once in those 11 starts. Buehler averages 96.2 mph with his fastball, has two nasty breaking 

balls and even mixes in a sinker, cutter and changeup. Good luck. 

 

The fallout: The loser of this game will be at a huge disadvantage for the rest of the postseason. If the Rockies lose, they 

have to decide whether to start Kyle Freeland on three days' rest for the first time all season in the wild-card game or go 

with Antonio Senzatela and a bunch of relievers. If they use Freeland in the wild-card game and win, they've probably 

burned their top two starters for the first two games of the NLDS. 

 

If the Dodgers lose the tiebreaker game, their fifth starter of late has been Ross Stripling, who returned from a DL stint to 

make four starts in September, going no more than 3⅓ innings in any of them. They could go with Ryu on short rest, and 

remember that Kershaw pitched in relief in Game 7 of the World Series with two days' rest. 

 

The winner, however, is in great shape, as Freeland and Kershaw would both line up to start Game 1 of the NLDS on 

Thursday on full rest. 
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The Gazette and KOAA News 5 present the largest debate in Colorado, October 13th 
Woody Paige: Matt Holliday, Rockies know how sweet a Game 163 win over Dodgers would be 
Woody Paige | Gazette.com | Sep. 30, 2018 
   

DENVER • 1 more to be 1. 

 

The Rockies owe the Dodgers one putdown. 

 

Who’s the best in the West? The Rockies have resilience and resolve, pitching and pluck, Arenado, Story and Blackmon 

on their side. The Dodgers have postseason history, the home field, a treasure of talent and superciliousness on their 

side. 

 

On Sept. 20, after the Dodgers’ last triumph over the Rox, Yasiel Puig proclaimed: “We are going to win the West and go 

to the playoffs.” He’s only half right so far. 

 

Asked about the Dodgers’ swagger, Matt Holliday said in the clubhouse: “I think that (pompousness) sometimes rubs 

teams the wrong way, and it would be a little bit more sweet to beat a team that’s a little bit more flamboyant, as the 

Dodgers are.” 

 

The veteran of playoffs with multiple teams, Holliday will think about exactly 11 years ago Monday. That’s when he slid 

home to defeat the Padres. 

 

The losing manager that eventful day was Bud Black, who has never forgotten. He must think the baseball gods are 

obligated. “Our first goal was to win the division, and we have that opportunity (Monday),” the Rockies manager said. 

 

Then he started to quote Teddy Roosevelt. Unlike Black in his playing career and German Marquez, who will be the 

Rockies’ starter Monday, Roosevelt wasn’t a pitcher, but he did take the hill at San Juan. 

 

“Beat L.A., beat L.A., beat L.A. Beat L.A.,” the boisterous standing room only crowd of 47,833 shouted in the seventh 

inning as Nolan Arenado and Trevor Story applied back-to-back, back-back-backs!! in the Rox 162nd game on the cool, 

composed, celebratory Sunday afternoon. 
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Playing at identical times, the Rockies smashed the Nationals 12-0 while the Dodgers shattered the Giants 15-0. Rather 

convincing conclusions for the antagonists. 

 

The playoff will precede the playoffs Monday afternoon in Dodger Stadium. Winner is winner of the National League West. 

Loser is a winner because the wild-card team will play again Tuesday. 

 

Since the Rockies’ inaugural season in 1983, they really haven’t sniffed a division title. The Dodgers have won 10 in the 

past 25 seasons. 

 

The Rockies shambled out of Los Angeles during their final trip after being swept in three games, and previously dropping 

two out of three in San Francisco. 

 

In those six games, the Rockies scored only nine runs. In the final 10 games, nine of which have been victories, the 

Rockies have scored 71. 

 

The last also was punctuated positively by Charlie Blackmon, who produced the ninth cycle in franchise history. 

 

All Chuck The Nasty did was triple in the first, homer in the third, single (infield) in the fifth and double in the eighth, to go 

with three RBIs and three runs scored. He exited to one of the loudest ovations ever in LoDo. 

 

Tyler Anderson ceremoniously was taken out in the eighth, too, after throwing the game of a lifetime, allowing no runs, 

four hits, three walks and five strikeouts. 

 

In the eighth, the fanatics sang along with John Denver’s “Rocky Mountain High … Colorado.” 

 

When it was over, the Rockies, as is their custom after their last regular-season home game, did a (meaningful) victory lap 

around the ballpark. We went to a ballgame, and a lovefest broke out. 

 

For the first season in nine, the Rockies should return to Coors Field for more victory laps. 
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So, the Rockies and the Dodgers are tied at 91-71. The Cubs and the Brewers also won with ease Sunday, so there will 

be bonus games to decide the two of three division champions and wild cards on Monday. 

 

Their attitude is: Bring ‘em all on. “I’m not changing my preparation,” Marquez said. “I’m telling the guys to take a deep 

breath and then execute,’’ Holliday said. 

 

The Rockies had just mere moments to rejoice prior to leaving for the charter to Los Angeles. 

 

In the hallway, Arenado received congratulations for hitting two home runs to finish with a National League high of 37 and 

109 RBIs (second), with a .297 batting average. Story crushed another homer to end up with 36, 107 RBIs and a batting 

average of .291. 

 

Can the pre-eminent third baseman-shortstop combination in baseball and the rest of the Rocketeers continue to prevail 

Rocktober: The Sequel? 

 

“That was sick,” Arenado said. 
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Why the Dodgers will beat the Rockies in the the NL West tiebreaker 
Steve Gardner | USA TODAY | Oct. 1, 2018 
 

To win their sixth consecutive National League West title, the Los Angeles Dodgers host the Colorado Rockies in a 

tiebreaker game on Monday. 

 

Dodgers went 12-7 against the Rockies this season, including a 6-3 mark at Dodger Stadium. Los Angeles swept three 

from Colorado Sept. 17-19 to build what seemed a sturdy 2 ½-game lead. 

 

The winner will play host to the first two games of an NL Division Series against the Atlanta Braves, beginning Thursday. 

The loser travels to the Brewers-Cubs loser. 

 

Along with the Brewers-Cubs tiebreaker, it's the first time in baseball history two divisions will be determined by one-game 

playoff. 

 

Breaking down the one-game playoff for the National League West division title: 

 

Probable pitchers 

Colorado Rockies (RHP German Marquez – 14-10, 3.76 ERA) at Los Angeles Dodgers (RHP Walker Buehler – 7-5, 2.76 

ERA), 4:09 p.m. ET. 

 

What's at stake? 

Both of these teams finished their 162-game schedules with identical 91-71 records and both will be part of the 2018 

postseason. However, the winner of Monday's one-game playoff will claim the NL West title and will have the advantage 

of hosting the Atlanta Braves in the NL division series opener on Thursday. 

 

The loser has to travel to face the loser of the NL Central tiebreaker in a winner-take-all wild-card game – with the survivor 

taking on the Chicago Cubs in their NLDS opener on Thursday. 

 

The Dodgers have home-field advantage as they go for their sixth consecutive NL West crown. The Rockies have never 

won a division title in their 26-year history (although they did make it to the 2007 World Series as a wild card team). 
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27 outs 

The Dodgers juggled their rotation to close out the regular season so they'd have rookie Walker Buehler on the mound for 

the tiebreaker game. Buehler has been perhaps the team's best starter over the final two months.  

 

In 10 starts since the beginning of August, the 24-year-old right-hander is 3-1 with a 1.75 ERA and an average of 11.2 

strikeouts per nine innings. 

 

For the Rockies, German Marquez has been equally dominant over that same span. In his 11 starts dating back to Aug. 3, 

the right-hander is 5-2 with a 2.14 ERA and a 12.0 K/9 rate.  

 

In Marquez's last start against the Philadelphia Phillies, he tied a modern record by striking out the first eight batters he 

faced.  

 

Since this still counts as a regular season game, both teams will have expanded September rosters at their disposal, so 

any hint of trouble from a starting pitcher could result in a quick hook from managers Dave Roberts of the Dodgers and 

Bud Black of the Rockies.  

 

As for the starting lineups, the Dodgers will likely go with their standard lineup against right-handers, with lefty hitters Joc 

Pederson leading off in left field and Max Muncy playing first base.  

 

The Rockies don't really worry about platooning hitters; they like to go with their standard lineup and will most likely have 

Tony Wolters at catcher. (Wolters has been behind the plate for 22 of Marquez's 32 starts.) 

 

These teams feature the two best offenses in the National League. The Dodgers are first overall, averaging 4.93 runs per 

game – with the Rockies right behind at 4.80 runs per game.  

 

Not surprisingly, they are first and third in home runs with L.A. on top (233), followed by Milwaukee (218) and Colorado 

(208). 

 

Keep an eye on ... 



    

50 
 

Dodgers OF Yasiel Puig. The "Wild Horse" can be a difference-maker on the field, but sometimes the difference he makes 

isn't necessarily a positive one. His .496 slugging percentage in 123 games this season was the highest since his rookie 

year.  

 

However, one statistical oddity Puig has shown over the past two seasons is a reverse split against lefty and righty 

pitchers. Normally, right-handed hitters such as Puig have more success against southpaws. But Puig is the opposite. 

 

Against righties this season, he's posted a slash line of .301/.361/.563 with 18 homers and 47 RBI. (Against lefties, it's 

.212/.274/.371.) 

 

Puig can change a game with his hitting, baserunning or his defense. But look for the Rockies to match up a left-handed 

reliever against him if he comes up in a crucial situation late in the game.  

 

Close and late 

The Rockies spend a huge amount of money last winter in an effort to upgrade their bullpen through free agency. 

However, with the possible exception of closer Wade Davis (43 saves, but with a 4.13 ERA), those big-money bullpen 

arms haven't panned out. 

 

Bryan Shaw has an ERA of 5.93, lefty Jake McGee 6.62 and Mike Dunn is on the disabled list. As a result, the Rockies 

bullpen has a collective ERA of 4.64 – which ranks 26th in the majors.  

 

If the game gets to the late innings and comes down to a battle of the bullpens, the Dodgers (3.71 ERA, .231 opponents' 

batting average) have the advantage.  

 

Several former starters, including Kenta Maeda, Alex Wood and 2018 All-Star Ross Stripling have added depth by moving 

to the bullpen. Plus, the Dodgers added former closer Ryan Madson in a late-season trade.  

 

And after a rocky April, closer Kenley Jansen is back to being one of the game's best closers. He's converted 38 of 42 

save chances and has lowered his ERA to 2.80. 
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In the end 

Can good pitching stop good hitting? It's certainly possible, at least for the first few innings. Look for Marquez and his 

strikeout prowess to have the advantage over the rookie Buehler, and the Rockies to take an early lead. 

 

Leadoff hitter Charlie Blackmon hit for the cycle on Sunday in a rout of the Washington Nationals and he leads the NL with 

119 runs scored. However, the Dodgers have superior depth they can use to their advantage as the game progresses.  

 

Los Angeles can deploy the likes of David Freese, Brian Dozier, Chris Taylor or Matt Kemp off the bench. And the 

Rockies bullpen has been a weak spot for most of the season. With the incentive for winning being two extra days off, the 

Dodgers could even call on Jansen to pitch more than an inning to get the save. 
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How the West will be won: Rockies, Dodgers meet for title 
Pat Graham | Associated Press | Sep. 30, 2018 
 

The Colorado Rockies were swept two weeks ago in Los Angeles, and their NL West title hopes looked all but finished. 

 

Well, look who's back. 

 

The Rockies have a chance to end the Dodgers' five-year reign as division champions in a tiebreaker game Monday in 

Los Angeles. Colorado has never celebrated an NL West crown in franchise history. 

 

"At this point, I think everybody understands the magnitude of the game," said Rockies slugger Matt Holliday, whose team 

trails the season series 12-7. "Take a deep breath and go out there and try to execute and just do what you can do." 

 

The winner hosts Atlanta in a best-of-five Division Series starting Thursday; the loser is on the road for the NL wild-card 

game Tuesday against the loser of Monday's Brewers-Cubs NL Central tiebreaker. 

 

Not many saw this sort of scenario shaping up when the Dodgers won three straight over Colorado on Sept. 17-19. But 

the Rockies won nine times in 10 games to force a game 163, part of the first season in major league history with a pair of 

tiebreakers. 

 

"We put ourselves in a good position," Rockies third baseman Nolan Arenado said. "After we got swept by the Dodgers, it 

seemed everybody was thinking the Dodgers are going to lock it up. It's crazy how the tides turn and how baseball works." 

 

Both teams are coming off blowouts. The Rockies pounded Washington 12-0 on Sunday and Los Angeles routed San 

Francisco 15-0. Dodgers manager Dave Roberts subbed many of his starters to get them rest and also use some of his 

reserves so they got some at-bats before Monday. 

 

"It's a game where obviously it's not do-or-die, but I think that it's a must-win game," said Roberts, whose team lost to 

Houston in Game 7 of the World Series last season. "To win the game and get a couple days off, to host the Division 

Series is very important." 
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The Dodgers fell out of the division lead with a loss Wednesday at Arizona before taking all three from the injury-plagued 

Giants to close out the final weekend of the regular season. A sixth straight division title by the Dodgers would be the 

third-longest streak since divisions started in 1969 behind Atlanta's 14 consecutive from 1991-2005 and nine in a row by 

the Yankees from 1998-2006. 

 

"All the teams in the playoffs are really good. We'd rather not win the wild card and win the division," Dodgers outfielder 

Matt Kemp said. "That's what we've got our eye on right now." 

 

Walker Buehler (7-5, 2.76 ERA) gets the start for the Dodgers and getting scratched from Sunday's outing. The Rockies 

will counter with German Marquez (14-10, 3.76 ERA), who struck out eight straight to begin his last start. 

 

"It's two of the best young starting pitchers in the big leagues pitching in this type of game," Rockies manager Bud Black 

said. "It's great." 

 

Colorado was missing shortstop Trevor Story for most of the Dodgers series after he hurt his elbow in the opener. He 

ended up missing five games. 

 

"We've got our good lineup back," Arenado said. 

 

And Arenado has rediscovered his swing. He homered twice Sunday to take over the NL lead with 37. He's looking 

forward to getting booed when his name is announced at Dodger Stadium. 

 

"That's when you know you've done something," Arenado said. 

 

Monday marks the 11-year anniversary of Colorado's 9-8, 13-inning win over San Diego in a tiebreaker for the wild card, 

back when there was one wild card per league. There was some controversy over whether Holliday actually touched 

home plate with a hand when running home on Jamey Carroll's game-ending sacrifice fly against Trevor Hoffman. Black 

was in charge of the Padres then and kiddingly contends Holliday never hit home plate. 

 

"Luckily for Buddy," Holliday cracked, "he's got me on his side this year." 
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The madness of two Game 163s on the same day and what would make Monday perfect 
Jeff Passan | YahooSports.com | Sept. 30, 2018 
 
CHICAGO – Baseball, in its infinite permutations, births something new every day. Typically it’s minutiae, a blip on the 

radar unworthy of even a moment’s consideration. Then there are days like Monday, when all the right circumstances 

align, when the gears clack into place exactly as intended, when the toil of an entire season still wasn’t enough to render 

judgment. 

 

“Baseball is such a perfect game in some ways,” Chicago Cubs manager Joe Maddon said, “that it takes 162 not to 

decide anything.” 

 

A smile spread across Maddon’s face. His Cubs had just dispatched the St. Louis Cardinals, 10-5, in their final game of 

the season. Thirty-eight minutes earlier, the Milwaukee Brewers had beaten the Detroit Tigers, and 11 minutes before 

that, the Colorado Rockies had put a merciful end to the Washington Nationals’ season, and 24 minutes prior, the Los 

Angeles Dodgers had finished punishing the San Francisco Giants, and all of that together meant Monday would be unlike 

anything baseball ever had seen: a pair of Game 163s on the same day, one that would decide the National League 

Central champion and another the victor in the NL West. 

 

Only 10 times in history have two teams met in a one-game playoff, and while the stakes of these two games do not 

match the previous – those were all of the win-or-go-home variety, Monday’s will see the losers play again Tuesday in a 

do-or-die wild-card game – it’s not as if they’re lacking in gravitas. 

 

October baseball gets a head start with two games featuring division rivals that spent all season nipping at one another’s 

heels and butting heads, which may be anatomically impossible but in the metaphorical sports world is quite apropos. The 

Cubs and Brewers were the best teams in an NL defined by parity, booking 95 wins apiece. The Dodgers and Rockies 

clawed to 91 wins each with finishing kicks that befit playoff teams. And because Major League Baseball changed its 

tiebreaker rules in 2012 when it added the second wild card, head-to-head records during the regular season no longer 

suffice to break ties atop a division. Want to avoid the nuisance of the wild card? Decide it on the field one last time. 
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It’s a cheeky bit of marketing genius by the league, which understands the allure of a one-game playoff. The tension, the 

minuscule margin of error, the strategy – it offers the perfect canvas for baseball, the ultimate large-sample game, to revel 

in the madness of the small samples where scrubs can be heroes and vice versa. Add the delicious twist that two of these 

teams will be playing again the next day, and a game three-dimensional in its maneuvering already may go full-on 4D. 

 

The settings are already rich enough. The Cubs hosting the Brewers at Wrigley Field at 1 p.m. ET, the Dodgers inviting 

the Rockies to Dodger Stadium at 4 p.m. ET. What might as well be afternoon playoff baseball on a Monday. It’s the 

perfect excuse to burn a sick day, if only to see how exactly, Maddon parries Craig Counsell and Dodgers manager Dave 

Roberts matches up with the Rockies’ Bud Black. They desperately want to win, to avoid the vise of the wild-card game, 

which the loser of Cubs-Brewers will host. They also know they can’t manage with reckless abandon, lest they lose 

Monday and leave themselves vulnerable Tuesday. 

 

It’s a delicate balancing act in a game that can be sandpaper rough, and it’s why all four will try to restrain themselves 

from reaching for the bullpen phone too quickly. It helps that the three starters announced have dealt against their 

opponents all season and the presumed fourth qualifies there, too. In six starts against Milwaukee, the Cubs’ José 

Quintana has a 2.17 ERA. The Dodgers’ Walker Buehler has pitched five times against the Rockies with a 2.61 ERA. He’ll 

face German Márquez, who in three starts has put up a 2.57 ERA against Los Angeles. And while the Brewers wouldn’t 

commit to a starter – they could go with a relief pitcher in the first inning – the lion’s share of innings is expected to fall on 

Jhoulys Chacín, he of the 1.59 ERA in four starts against Chicago this season. 

 

To get Quintana last season, the Cubs dealt Eloy Jimenez, one of the best prospects in baseball and by most evaluators’ 

accounts a can’t-miss star, as well as Dylan Cease, one of the best pitchers in the minor leagues. It was for games like 

this, against a dangerous Milwaukee lineup buttressed by a bullpen whose three-headed monster put up near-

unfathomable numbers in September. In 38 1/3 innings, Josh Hader, Corey Knebel and Jeremy Jeffress struck out 74 

hitters. 

 

It’s why the Cubs on Sunday were wondering whether the Brewers might pocket Chacín for the wild-card game and make 

Game 163 a bullpen showcase. There’s an argument for that, particularly considering their only other option if Chacín 

goes Monday would be Chase Anderson, whose last start Milwaukee skipped and who won’t have pitched in two weeks. 
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The decisions aren’t quite as troublesome for the Dodgers and Rockies. Los Angeles saved Buehler, its dynamic rookie 

and arguably its best starter, for this game. He has a big ego and even bigger stuff, and he relishes the idea of propelling 

the Dodgers to hosting Game 1 of the division series against Atlanta. Márquez, meanwhile, is coming off a start in which 

he struck out the first eight batters he faced. It’s a game rich with intrigue for a multitude of reasons, and the raw ability of 

the starting pitchers is chief among them. 

 

Getting such an absorbing matchup is just gravy. As is seeing Milwaukee’s Christian Yelich try to use Game 163 to win a 

Triple Crown – on the home field of the player who leads him in RBIs and could steal MVP votes, Cubs star Javier Báez, 

no less. And the prospect of Brewers fans braving construction delays on I-94 and invading Wrigleyville? Beautiful. Plus 

the two best left sides of the infield in the league, the Dodgers’ Justin Turner and Manny Machado and the Rockies’ Nolan 

Arenado and Trevor Story, vying for supremacy? There are worse things to watch certainly. 

 

That’s all baseball wants. For the parochialism of the regular season to bleed away and cede to great teams facing off for 

something that matters. It may not matter like Tuesday’s game, but it needn’t. One Game 163 is a gift. Two is a bounty to 

be savored, appreciated, enjoyed – the infinite permutations arranged just so, perfect in the sort of way that gives October 

the start it deserves.  



    

57 
 

Embrace the Improbable: Rockies to win the NL West for the first time 
Doug Ottewill | MileHighSports.com | October 1, 2018 
 

“Believe you can and you’re halfway there.” 

– Theodore Roosevelt 

 

Rockies manager Bud Black cited words of wisdom from the 25th President of the United States, Theodore Roosevelt, 

following his team’s 91st win – not those words, but words. It was the final game of the regular season, and the Rockies’ 

victory ensured that’s Black’s ball club would be playing game No. 163 – a tiebreaking affair with the hated Los Angeles 

Dodgers with the NL West title on the line. 

 

“Nothing beats being a player in a big game,” Black told the gathered media following the Rockies’ 12-0 route of the 

Washington Nationals. “When you’re in the fire…Theodore Roosevelt said it best…” 

 

Whether Roosevelt played in, or spoke about, big games, is – with all due respect to the Rockies manager – somewhat up 

for debate. Then again, they didn’t call him “Teddy Ballgame” for nothin’. Well, actually, wait; that might have been 

another Ted… 

 

The smile on Black’s face said he was teasing – about Roosevelt, anyway. The twinkle in his eye said he was dead 

serious. There is nothing better than being a player (or manager) in a big game. And Monday’s for-all-the-marbles game 

in Los Angeles is as big as they get. Black, the manager who’s had a Midas touch with the Rockies since the day he 

arrived, wouldn’t want this one any other way. 

 

A dozen days ago, Black’s team was swept by the Dodgers in L.A. At that point, it was improbable that the Rockies would 

ever get to this point. The numbers just didn’t pencil out so well. Departing that disheartening series, the Rockies would 

have to play at an excellent, if not unrealistic, clip. Conversely, the Dodgers would have slump substantially. They didn’t, 

finishing their year at 6-3. 

 

But what the Rockies did skewed more toward the “unrealistic.” Finishing 9-1 and forcing a tie for the NL West? In 

retrospect, that was improbable at a minimum. And to think, it was Tyler Anderson, a pitcher whose downs outnumbered 
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his ups this season, who threw 7.2 innings of shutout baseball in game No. 162, giving Colorado its share of the division 

lead? Unbelievable. 

 

But back to Black and Roosevelt. Look bud, Bud’s team lives for the big game. They don’t need Bud or Teddy to tell them 

Monday’s game is exactly where they want to be. In fact, they just came through in the biggest of ways in the biggest of 

games. In Sunday’s must-win game – and it was a must-win from the start, as the only person who got more work than 

Anderson on Sunday was the person in charge of changing the score cards for the Dodgers-Giants game out in right; 

every time a new batter stepped into the box at Coors, the Dodgers were putting up a run or two more in San Francisco – 

the Rockies came through in a big way. Charlie Blackmon hit for the cycle. Nolan Arenado hit a pair of home runs. David 

Dahl hit another; he’s gone deep in six out of the last seven games. Trevor Story went deep, too. Arenado (37) and Story 

(36) finish the season ranked No. 1 and 2 respectively on the NL home run list. 

 

On Sunday, the Rockies, and their three million fans, had a blast. Remember, there’s nothing better than being in a big 

game. 

 

Big games are even better when – improbably – one of your best pitchers just so happens to be up in the rotation. When 

German Marquez takes the mound just after 2 p.m. on Monday, he’ll do so as the Rockies record holder for strikeouts in a 

season. He’ll do so after striking out 221 batters in 191 innings. He’ll toe the rubber after striking out the first eight Phillies 

he faced in his last start. He enters Monday’s game boasting a 2.55 ERA in the second half of the season. 

 

When asked about Dodgers pitcher Walker Buehler, who will take the hill for L.A. and who started five times versus the 

Rockies this year, threw 31 innings and posted a 2.61 ERA and 33 strikeouts, Black was complimentary: “Big arm…we’re 

going to have to be ready,” he said. 

 

But then he slyly added, “Our guy is pretty good too.” 

 

As improbable as this scenario was, is it really that improbable that the Rockies depart Chavez Ravine with the division in 

tow? 

 

Not really. 
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Not according to Teddy Roosevelt, who wisely (and actually) once said, “Believe you can and you’re halfway there.” 
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Winner takes the NL West: Previewing Dodgers, Rockies game No. 163 
Ronnie Kohrt | MileHighSports.com | October 1, 2018 
 

The National League West is so competitive that after the grueling 162-game season that baseball throws at every 

franchise, it’s tied in the NL West and a game No. 163 tiebreaker is needed to reveal a division title winner. 

 

The Rockies will travel to Chavez Ravine after losing the head-to-head season series to the Dodgers (7-12) with first pitch 

scheduled for 2:09pm MST. 

 

The Pitchers 

 

The Rockies will throw German Marquez at the Dodgers who has had success against the Dodger blue in 2018. LA will 

counter with Walker Buehler. 

 

Marquez comes into the game 2-0 against the Dodgers this year. His 2.57 ERA in 21 innings also is accompanied by 22 

strikeouts on only five walks. 

 

Marquez’s most recent appearance against the Dodgers was June 30th, in which he hurled an absolute gem, striking out 

nine batters on his way to an eight inning, two-hit, one run performance. That said, Marquez has yet to face the new look 

lineup for Los Angeles, who made moves to acquire several names before the trade deadline, including Manny Machado 

and Brian Dozier. 

 

Meanwhile, Walker Buehler also comes into game No. 163 with success against his opponent. Buehler’s last 20 innings 

thrown have been very good, including six of them against the Rockies on September 19th. 

 

Buehler has struck out 26 batters, while only allowing two runs in his last 20 innings pitched. Certainly a pitcher that has 

the attention for the Rockies. 

 

“He throws hard. He has late-life to his fastball. He throws good cutters, good curveball,” David Dahl said Sunday night 

after the Rockies 12-0 win over the Washington Nationals to clinch a game No. 163. 
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“We just got to go up there and battle and be ready to hit. Hopefully he makes some mistakes and we execute and 

capitalize on it.” 

 

The Lineups 

 

Both Colorado and Los Angeles absolutely put on a show offensive against their respective opponents on Sunday. The 

Dodgers offense was impressive in their 15-0 win over the Giants, scoring seven runs via timely hits here and there before 

finally hitting their first home run of the game. The Dodgers scored on hits, wild pitches and forced errors by a Giants team 

who was trying their best to eliminate their hated rival. 

 

Colorado on the other hand had the long-ball working. Nolan Arenado belted two home runs in Colorado’s 12-0 win over 

the Nationals at Coors Field Sunday. Charlie Blackmon also got involved in the home run parade, that etched his name 

into the record books when Blackmon completed his first-career cycle, the ninth in Rockies history. 

 

Both pitchers are sure to have their hands full Monday night when high-octane offenses go swinging for the fences with 

the division on the line. 

 

Momentum 

 

Colorado flies to Los Angeles as one of the hottest teams in baseball, winners of nine of their last ten. After scoring runs in 

bunches against the Nationals, Colorado will look to continue that hot hitting and shake off the woes from their previous 

trip to Los Angeles, which saw Colorado get outscored 16-6 in the losing sweep. 

 

How big is home-field advantage?  

 

Colorado traveling to Los Angeles is a big deal in the game, especially considering Colorado finished 3-6 against LA in 

Los Angeles in 2018, while the Dodgers have won five of their last six at home. 

 

Colorado does own the fourth-best road record in the National League, however trips to Chavez Ravine are no easy task. 

Dodgers starter Buehler owns a 2.52 ERA, striking out 85 batters in his 71.1 career innings at home. 
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Something to consider 

 

As first pitch approaches, something to consider in the game. Dodgers starter Buehler has thrown 31.2 innings in the day. 

His ERA in that time is 5.68, while his night ERA is far better at 2.33. 
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Anderson dazzles, Arenado hits two home runs as Rockies blow out Nationals 
Aniello Piro | MileHighSports.com | September 30, 2018 
 

The Colorado Rockies defeat the Washington Nationals 12-0 Sunday afternoon, clinching a one-game tiebreaker, game 

No. 163 against the Los Angeles Dodgers scheduled for Monday in Los Angeles. 

 

Rockies’ starting pitcher Tyler Anderson managed to escape the first inning unscathed with just four pitches despite 

allowing two singles. 

 

And then the Rockies got going on offense when Charlie Blackmon hit a triple to right field in the bottom half of the first 

inning, the 40th triple of his career. Nolan Arenado later blasted a two-out home run to let field to establish a 2-0 lead for 

Colorado. 

 

Anderson found himself in a bit of trouble in the second inning, surrendering back-to-back walks to Anthony Rendon and 

Juan Soto. With two runners on, former Rockie Mark Reynolds flew out to deep left field. Adrian Sanchez then hit a line 

drive back to Anderson who then threw to first base to solidify an inning-ending double-play. 

 

The Rockies added to their lead in the fourth inning where Anderson helped his own cause with leadoff single. Blackmon 

then proceeded to blast a two-run home run to right field, extending Colorado’s lead to 4-0. 

 

David Dahl crushed a three-run home run in the bottom of the fifth inning to extend the Rockies’ lead to 7-0. It was the 

sixth home run in seven days for Dahl. 

 

Colorado put the icing on the cake in the bottom of the seventh inning where Arenado and Trevor Story hit back-to-back 

home runs, extending the Rockies’ lead to 9-0. It was the sixth time this season the Rockies have hit back-to-back home 

runs in a game, the second time on this homestand. It is also the second time Arenado and Story have accomplished the 

feat. 

 

Blackmon put a cap on his afternoon in the bottom of the eighth inning where he hit a double down the right-field line to 

complete the cycle. It was the ninth cycle in Rockies history, the first since Arenado’s infamous walk-off cycle on Father’s 

day last season. 
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Anderson put forth arguably his best performance of the season Sunday afternoon, logging 7 2/3 innings pitched, allowing 

four hits while striking out five batters on 98 pitches. 

 

The hidden gem in Anderson’s start was his ability to pitch deep into the seventh inning to preserve the Rockies bullpen 

for their impending challenges. 

 

The Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the San Francisco Giants Sunday, resulting in both the Dodgers and Rockies finishing 

with identical records of 91-71. With that, the two teams will play in a tiebreaker game Monday afternoon in Los Angeles 

to decide which team will win the National League West and who will play in the Wild Card game. 

 

This is the first time in MLB history that this kind of scenario has come about since the sport added an official Wild Card 

round to the postseason in 2012. 

 

The Rockies and Dodgers will play game 163 Monday afternoon at Dodger Stadium with first pitch set for 2:09 MST. 
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The stage is set for the most dramatic game in Colorado Rockies history 
Drew Creasman | BSNDenver.com | Sept. 30, 2018 
 

DENVER – The stage is set. The time is now. The game is on. 

 

The Colorado Rockies can still win their first ever National League West title. But it won’t be easy. 

 

As it was always going to be, as it has almost always been, the road for the West goes through Los Angeles and the boys 

in blue. It had to be this way. If you want to be the best, you’ve got to beat the best. 

 

One game for all the marbles. The time is now. 

 

After both clubs emerged victorious by incredibly wide margins on Sunday afternoon, the two teams still stand tied at 91-

71 and will face off in a one-game play-in on Monday in LA. 

 

Outside of the year 2007, this will be the biggest game in the history of the franchise. And the setting is even more 

dramatic. 

 

Colorado returns to the scene of the crime where it appeared for a while like that had laid their own postseason hopes to 

rest just a little over a week ago. Getting swept in three games, they were punched in the gut by big home runs from Chris 

Taylor and Yasiel Puig, and stifled by the pitching performances of Hyung-Jin Ryu, Clayton Kershaw, and Walker Buehler. 

 

Buehler got the better of them in the finale the last time these two teams faced each other, striking out 12 Rockies hitters 

and allowing just three hits over six innings of work. The visitors will counter with their own strikeout artist, German 

Marquez, who is riding high after breaking his organizational record for Ks in a single season and tied a modern-day 

record his last time out by fanning the first eight batters he faced. 

 

The stage appears set for a low-scoring affair that will go to the team who gets the big hit in the right moment. Or the big 

break. 
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It should be a battle for the ages. The plucky underdogs against the big bad bullies of the division. The team with all the 

money who can acquire All-World players at the trade deadline versus the team that has trusted an often inconsistent but 

exceptionally exciting group of young players and veterans. 

 

The team that has won the last five NL West titles against a team that has gone 0-for-25. 

 

Of course, both clubs can play with a certain security, knowing that this game, while it is do-or-die for the division, won’t 

mean the end of either’s season. Whoever loses is off to the National League Wild Card game for another shot to keep 

the dream alive. 

 

But the difference in the path is stark. A loss in the WC game spells the end of the season and would also mean that 

Colorado would once again miss out on playing a postseason game in front of their own fans, something they’ve not done 

since 2009. A win keeps them going but means battling against Atlanta who will have home field advantage. 

 

The Rockies can take the reigns of the NL with a win on Monday, though. Not only that, but they would own the field 

advantage over the Atlanta Braves for the NLDS. 

 

Nobody gets into professional sports for consolation prizes. 

 

The Colorado club rightfully celebrating their second straight season in the playoffs with a champagne shower on Friday 

night but knew full well that their sights were set higher. They want this division. 

 

And it is one win away from being in their grasp. 

 

The baseball fans of Denver haven’t had a day this nerve-wracking since the last time they played in a Game 163 during 

the magical Rocktober run of 2007. And Rocktober is in the air again. 

 

The stage is set. The time is now. The game is on. 

 

Let’s play ball. 



    

67 
 

ROCKIES BSN Exclusive: Dahl doing it all, but he wants more 
Patrick Lyons | BSNDenver.com | Sept. 30, 2018 
 
DENVER – David Dahl’s solo blast in the sixth inning Friday night capped a 5-2 victory,  punching a ticket to the playoffs 

for Colorado and marking the first time in franchise history the team has made consecutive playoff appearances. 

 

After the team’s brief celebration, Dahl returned to the clubhouse before Saturday’s game to praise the Rockies and keep 

an eye on the goal of winning the National League West for the first time in twenty-six seasons, then celebrating more 

properly. 

 

Dahl spoke with BSN Denver about the success of the 2018 squad at 20th and Blake. 

 

“It shows a lot about us as a team and organization. We know we’re ready to go. We’ve just got to out and win today.” 

 

The blast against the Nationals was also Dahl’s fifth consecutive game with a home run, placing the Alabama native on a 

special list of Rockies players: Dante Bichette (1995), Larry Walker (1999), and Nolan Arenado (2015). 

 

When asked about his thought process at the plate in order to get into such a hitting groove, Dahl shrugs and explains his 

simplistic approach. 

 

“Just not thinking (too much). Trying to have good at-bats. That’s all.” 

 

Veteran Matt Holliday has been influential in simplifying Dahl’s approach since the start returned to the team in late 

August. 

 

Instead of chasing results, the 24-year-old focuses on the basic tenets of a good at-bat. 

 

“You just get a good pitch and don’t miss it. Try not to do too much. Execute in situations. Little things like that.” 

 

Slightly overlooked during this five-game power streak is the twelve runs batted in Dahl has provided in the middle of the 

lineup. 
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In the midst of not only a surge in production this week, Dahl has also put up impressive numbers throughout the month. 

 

Since the start of September, Dahl is fourth in the majors with 24 runs batted in and his 1.043 OPS in 81 plate 

appearance is fourth in the National League, good for 0.8 WAR. 

 

Manager Bud Black feels that Dahl has handled himself well during this important stretch of games despite his lack of 

experience in big games late in the season. 

 

“Has he been through a pennant race? No. But I think he has the type of makeup where he can handle this because of his 

self-confidence and just his personality allows him to handle this pennant race.” 

 

Black has been utilizing the young star on a daily basis as his left fielder and third hitter during the recent stretch of 

winning baseball: 

 

“I think that David, being in the big leagues now for a number of years, even though it’s been interrupted by injuries and 

maybe not consecutive stretches of games, I know he had his rookie year with some at-bats and performed, but as the 

years have gone by, that settles you in. And I think David has been settled in a lot of ways.” 

 

Dahl is appreciative of the opportunities and responsibilities that come with being penciled in the lineup ahead of MVP 

candidates Nolan Arenado and Trevor Story. 

 

“It’s nice. Just coming to the ballpark and knowing I’m going to be in the lineup is a good feeling. I just want to go out and 

have some good at-bats.” 

 

Dahl was moved up in the batting order to third on September 19, just ahead of Nolan Arenado. After that loss, the 

Rockies has reeled off nine straight victories, outscoring opponents 57-12 during this stretch. 

 

The Rockies have not won nine straight games since they had a ten-game streak in September of 2010. 
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Regardless of his recent play, the playoff berth and the support of the fans at Coors Field, David Dahl knows the National 

League West is what’s really at stake. 

 

“It’s awesome. It’s something going into the season you want to do. We clinched a postseason berth, but we’ve got more 

work to do.” 
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With Title At Stake, Black Has Holliday On His Side This Time 
Tracy Ringolsby | InsidetheSeams.com | Sept. 30, 2018 
 

Matt Holliday smiled and glanced at Rockies manager Bud Black. 

 

Play-in   

History   

Team  APP Res 

Dodgers 6 1–4 

Giants 3 2–1 

Rockies 2 1–0 

Red Sox 2 0–2 

Cubs 2 1–0 

Twins 2 1–1 

Braves 1 0–1 

White Sox 1 1–0 

Reds 1 0–1 

Indians 1 1–0 

Tigers 1 0–1 

Astros 1 1–0 

Angels 1 0–1 

Brewers 1 0–0 

Mets 1 1–0 

Yankees 1 1–0 

Padres 1 0–1 

Mariners 1 1–0 

Cardinals 1 1–0 

Rays 1 1–0 

Rangers 1 0–1 

Never   

D-backs   
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Orioles   

Royals   

Marlins   

A's   

Phillies   

Pirates   

Blue Jays   

Nationals  

“Don’t worry,” he said. “I’m on your side this time.” 

 

Black smiled. 

 

Baseball’s version of gallows humor. 

 

The Rockies are at Dodger Stadium on Monday afternoon, playing the Dodgers in a Game 163 to decide the NL West 

champion, while the Brewers are at Wrigley Field, as well, playing the Cubs in a Game 163 to decide the NL Central 

champion. 

 

Never before have there been two play-in games in the same year. 

 

But the Rockies and Dodgers have both played a Game 163. The Dodgers, in fact, will be appearing in a play-in game for 

an MLB record sixth time. The Rockies are appearing for the second time in their 26 year existence, tied with the Red Sox 

Cubs and Twins for the third most, four shy of the Dodgers and one behind the Giants. 

 

The Rockies previous play-in experience was upbeat, it was the start of a post-season run that saw the Rockies sweep 

the Phillies in three games in the NL Division Series, and the Diamondbacks in four games in the NLCS, only to have to 

wait for nine days for the Red Sox to wrap up the ALCS against Cleveland, and then sweep the Rockies in the World 

Series. 

 

And it was an adventure-filled final two weeks leading up to the Rockies advancing to the post-season. 
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They won 14 of their final 15 pre-post-season games – including Game 163 against the Padres at Coors Field. And it was 

in Game 163 that the Rockies rallied for three runs in the bottom of the 12th to beat Hall of Fame closer Trevor Hoffman 

and the Black-managed Padres, 9-8. 

 

Kaz Matsui and Troy Tulowitzki doubled to bring up the first run, and then Matt Holliday rippled to make it 8-9. Holliday 

would tag up, and score on a Jamey Carroll line drive to right on a still-discussed slide into home plate. 

 

Padres fans swear that Holliday never touched home plate.  

 

Rockies fans swear that Holliday did touch home plate. 

 

Home plate umpire Tim McClelland said it was a close call, but points out that Padres catcher Michael Barrett did not 

catch the ball. 

 

The argument also has been made that with replay, it would have shown Holliday was out, to which McClelland points out, 

“with replay it would have shown Barrett was blocking the plate without the ball, which would have made Holliday safe, 

regardless.” 

 

Holliday? 

 

“I think I touched home plate,” he said. “It was close, and it is hard to be definitive. With replay, I don’t think it would have 

been clear enough to change the call.” 

 

What Black knows he and the Rockies are both back in a Game 163, together, and he is looking forward to the matchup 

of emerging German Marquez (14-10, 3.76) starting for the Rockies against Dodgers’ rookie Walker Buehler (7-5, 2.76). 

 

“We’re going to have to be ready,” Rockies manager Bud Black said. “But then again, they’re going to have to be ready for 

our guy, too. It’s great, because it’s two of the best young starting pitchers in the big leagues, pitching in this kind of critical 

game.” 
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Buehler is winless in five starts against the Rockies in his rookie season, but has a 2.61 ERA and allowed one earned run 

in 13 innings of two starts at Dodger Stadium. 

 

Marquez, who is 3-1 with a 1.85 ERA in his last five starts overall, is 2-0 with a 3.19 ERA in three starts against the 

Dodgers, having allowed just two runs in 15 innings of two starts at Dodger Stadium. He also has a Rockies record 221 

strikeouts. 

 

Season Series     

Date Winner  Loser   

May 21 COL 2 @LAD 1  

May 22 LAD 5 COL 3  

May 23 LAD 3 COL 0  

June 1 LAD 11 @COL 8  

June 2 LAD 12 @COL 4  

June 3 LAD 10 @COL 7  

June 29 COL 3 @LAD 1  

June 30 COL 3 @LAD 1  

July 1 LAD 6 COL 4  

Aug. 9 LAD 8 @COL 5  

Aug. 10 COL 5 LAD 4  

Aug. 11 COL 3 LAD 2  

Aug. 12 COL 4 LAD 3  

Sept. 7 LAD 4 @COL 2  

Sept. 8 COL 4 LAD 2  

Sept. 9 LAD 9 @COL 6  

Sept. 17 LAD 8 COL 2  

Sept. 18 LAD 3 COL 2 -10 

Sept. 19 LAD 5 COL 2 

 

“He’s one of the best pitchers in the National League, in my opinion, especially in the second half,” Black said. 
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The Dodgers, however, earned the right to host the play-in game by winning the season series against the Rockies 12-7, 

including a three-game sweep at Dodger Stadium in a series that began two weeks ago Monday. The Rockies, however, 

responded to that series by winning nine of their final 10 regular-season games, and caught the Dodgers in the standings 

but failed to finish ahead of them at season’s end. 

 

"I wish we would've won the division a while ago, but that's not the case," third baseman Nolan Arenado said. "This is our 

reality, and it's awesome. It's just fun. We get to go there, hopefully win, and come back here. That's the goal. It's 

definitely something that we're all excited about." 

 

The reality is that whichever team wins the game on Saturday won’t play again until Game 1 of the NL Division Series on 

Thursday, and the NL West champion will be hosting NL East champion Atlanta, which had one fewer win (90) than both 

the Dodgers and the Rockies at the end of the 162-game season. 

 

The loser on Monday, however, doesn’t go home. It will travel to either Chicago or Milwaukee for the wild-card play-in 

game Tuesday against the loser of Monday’s play-in game between the Brewers and Cubs. 

 

It is that time of year that creates an added excitement, on the field, as well as off. 

 

“Every player across the landscape of pro sports," said Black, “even amateur sport, is going for championship. … High 

school state playoffs. … College World Series. … NCAA Regionals. … This is beyond that, but it is the same sort of 

feeling. It’s great. I love it. It’s what you play for, a chance to be a champion. It’s awesome.”  
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Klee's Rapid Reactions: Rockies 12, Nationals 0 ("Beat L.A.! Beat L.A.!") 
Paul Klee | Gazette.com | Sep 30, 2018  
 

Paul Klee’s three quick observations from a festive Coors Field on Sunday:  

 

1. Before the chants of "Beat L-A! Beat L-A" echoed through Coors Field on Sunday, the purple-colored glasses scenario 

for the Rockies had them winning the National League West and resting staff co-ace German Marquez until the division 

series. But the Dodgers also won on Sunday, forcing a Game 163 at Dodger Stadium (ESPN). Consider this the second-

best scenario: the Rox will have their two best arms on the mound to open the post-162-game season. German Marquez 

(2-0 with a 2.57 ERA this season against the Dodgers) is the likely candidate to take the mound Monday. In two starts at 

Dodgers Stadium he’s been even better (1.20 ERA). Opposing the Rockies is expected to be another 23-year-old, right-

hander Walker Buehler (0-1, 2.60 ERA against the Rockies). The Dodgers won the season series 12-7. They own the 

third-best odds to win the World Series, best in the National League. The Rockies? They’re the least likely playoff team to 

win it all, according to the moneymakers at Bovada. One thing’s certain: Marquez is the right guy to get Rocktober started 

in earnest, followed by Kyle Freeland in the wild card or to open the NLDS. 

 

2. Buddy Black is loving this stretch run. As he left the media interview room after Saturday’s loss to the Nationals, Black 

shouted at the assembled wretches: "You guys coming tomorrow? Great stuff! Come tomorrow!” If that’s the skipper after 

a tough defeat, imagine when the Rockies need a pinch-runner in the ninth inning on Monday and Black inserts Matt 

Holliday, whose successful slide beat Black’s Padres in Colorado’s previous appearance in a Game 163. (Fun fact: this 

Game 163 arrives 11 years to the day of the Rockies' most memorable win.) OK, so that’s not going to happen. Holliday’s 

here for his heavy bat, not his heavy legs. It’s going to take a stroke of magic to steal one from the Dodgers at Dodgers 

Stadium. Who’s the baseball hero that is going to emerge? Put my $5 on David Dahl, who enters overtime having 

punched a home run in six of seven games. Handsome Dave’s three-run homer on Sunday sealed the deal. 

 

3. Flashback to the losing locker room in the wild card game a year ago: no one took the loss harder than Charlie 

Blackmon. He even altered his approach to this season to be sure he was rested for a playoff run. Sunday, in Game 162, 

Blackmon hit for the cycle, the ninth in team history. The usual suspects followed the leadoff man's lead. Coors Field was 

up for grabs as the Rockies built a 7-0 lead before the seventh-inning stretch. Another sellout crowd of 47,833 carried the 

home team onto the field with a standing ovation, and it was the usual suspects who kept the ballpark poppin'. Nolan 

Arenado followed with two home runs (and three defensive plays that made you hope and pray he finishes his career in 
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Colorado). Tyler Anderson, aspiring fly fisher, pitched 7 2/3 scoreless innings. And it must be remembered how longtimer 

Carlos Gonzalez beat out a grounder and stretched a single into a double earlier in the series. Those three took the wild 

card loss as hard as anyone. And no one would take more pleasure from ending the Dodgers' five-year reign atop the NL 

West. 
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Paul Klee: Nothing's ever come easy for the Rockies. Winning the NL West will be no different. 
Paul Klee | Sep 29, 2018 | Gazette.com 
 

DENVER — This wasn’t supposed to be easy. 

 

That's not the Rockies way. 

 

Nothing's ever come easy for the local ballclub. They've taken the tough, winding road for as long as purple pinstripes 

were the hot new thing in town. Eric Young’s leadoff homer on Colorado’s opening day came on a hard-fought 3-2 count. 

Matt Holliday may or may not have touched home in Game 163. The 2007 World Series arrived, finally, after an eight-day 

layoff between series, the longest in playoff history. 

 

This? This is the usual. 

 

The Nationals' 12-2 win before a sold-out crowd of 47,781 at Coors Field confirmed what longtime Rockies believers have 

known for a quarter-century: if there’s a fork in the road the Rockies will punch it into four-wheel drive, hop the curb and 

see what's cookin' in the off-road circuit these days. Who's up for some bouldering?! 

 

Saturday night wasn't easy to stomach and didn’t feel like Rocktober. Too warm, for one thing, 70 degrees in the sixth 

inning. And the Rockies brought their June swoon game, not the one that cruised and crushed through an eight-game win 

streak that nudged them to the doorstep of a first National League West title. 

 

The only easy part of the equation was predicting the Rox would make this hard. Easy’s for the free-spending Yankees, 

Cubs or Dodgers, who now can force a one-game playoff for the division Monday if the Rockies and Dodgers both win (or 

lose) Sunday. 

 

"I think we're the best team," Dodgers manager Dave Roberts told reporters on Saturday. 

 

To each their own. The Rockies clubhouse late Saturday sang a different tune after Jon Gray flamed out in another big-

game start ("I guess you have to define 'big game,' first of all," Bud Black said before first pitch) and the Nationals fanned 

the flames of anxiety at 20th and Blake. 
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“Baseball is a (new) game every day. We've had a nice run here for the last eight or nine days, whatever it's been. Today 

we ran into a club that was swinging the bats,” Black said. 

 

Winning the West away from the five-time defending champs won’t be easy. Never is around these hills. Soon as starting 

pitcher Jon Gray stepped off the mound in the second inning, cursing into his glove and at himself, hearts and minds who 

have grown attached to this version of the Rox turned their attention to Game 162. Here's what it looks like: Nationals 

right-hander Erick Fedde, with a 9.39 ERA in three starts, against lefty Tyler Anderson of the Rockies. Easy? Nope. 

Doable? Plenty. 

 

"We've lost a lot of tough games, and we've always bounced back," Nolan Arenado said. 

 

As the Nationals ripped Rockies pitching for 18 hits — most of which were banged, not blooped — I can’t be the only one 

who was thinking it: all the things that were going the Rockies' way stopped going the Rockies' way. The Dodgers with a 

four-run ninth to bust open a tie game in San Francisco. Trevor Story smashing a would-be two-run double off the right-

field wall ... just foul. Charlie Blackmon hosing a ball 413 feet to center ... when it needed 415 feet to center. 

 

Easy would have been keeping the champagne on ice until the division was won. Instead, they popped a premature 

celebration after clinching the wild card Friday. Easy would have been scoring a lights-out start from Gray, drafted No. 3 

overall for these moments. Instead, the Oklahoman lost his cool, got beat up for five earned runs and was yanked after 

two innings.  

 

"Looked like, to me, that he couldn't get the ball down," Black said. 

 

Easy's for the other guys. The Rockies must do it the hard way. It's the only way they know. 
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MLB Playoffs 2018: Colorado Rockies, German Márquez ready for Dodgers in NL West tiebreaker 
Unlike when they faced the Padres in 2007, the Rockies have an ace to turn to for a crucial Game 163 
Jordan Freemyer | PurpleRow.com | Oct 1, 2018 
 

DENVER — It wasn’t long after the Colorado Rockies demolished the Washington Nationals, 12-0, in the final scheduled 

regular season game of 2018 Sunday that manager Bud Black stepped to the podium and coolly announced his starter for 

Monday’s NL West tiebreaker against the Los Angeles Dodgers. 

 

“German Márquez is pitching tomorrow,” Black said. “He’s one of the best pitchers in the National League, in my opinion, 

especially in the second half here.” 

 

Black isn’t wrong. In 13 starts in the second half Márquez has posted a 2.55 ERA and 0.97 WHIP with 115 strikeouts and 

just 18 walks in 88 1⁄3 innings. Throw out a clunker of a start immediately after the All-Star Break, he has a 2.16 ERA, 

0.90 WHIP and 2.01 FIP in 83 1⁄3 innings with 15 walks and 109 strikeouts in his last 12 starts. Opposing hitters are 

batting .200/.248/.305 against him in that span. 

 

“It’s another game,” Márquez said. “I’m going to stick to my plan, stick to my preparation and the way I’ve been preparing. 

Nothing changes as far as preparation and the way I’m going to go about my business.” 

 

Just another game for Márquez would be good news for the Rockies. Monday will mark the right-hander’s third start at 

Dodger Stadium this year, and to call the first two dominant might be an understatement. Márquez has pitched 15 innings 

at Chavez Ravine this year, allowing just two runs, both earned, on four hits with two walks and 14 strikeouts. 

 

Dodgers batters hit just .080/.132/.220 against Márquez in their home stadium this season, with both of his starts there 

resulting in Rockies wins. However, Márquez has not faced the Dodgers since June 30, pitching the Rockies to a 3-1 win 

that improved their record to 41-42, so it’s been a while. 

 

It has not been nearly as long since the Rockies saw Dodgers starter Walker Buehler, who is no pushover. Buehler has 

faced the Rockies five times this season, posting a 2.61 ERA and 0.97 WHIP against them in 31 innings, with seven walks 

and 33 strikeouts. 
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“He’s a good pitcher, he’s got some good stuff. I think he’s really locating now too, along with his stuff. It’s going to be 

tough on both sides for sure,” Rockies shortstop Trevor Story said of Buehler. 

 

Buehler last faced the Rockies on September 19, limiting them to two runs, neither of them earned, on three hits in six 

innings with one walk and a career-high 12 strikeouts in a 5-2 Dodgers win. 

 

Márquez and Buehler did match up once earlier in the season, on May 21. In that game each of them allowed just one run 

on a solo home run, with Max Muncy taking Márquez deep in the fourth and Gerardo Parra leveling things against Buehler 

in the fifth. The Rockies went on to win that game, 2-1, when Carlos González brought home Tony Wolters with a single in 

the eighth against Dodgers reliever Scott Alexander. 

 

The Rockies do have a pair of hot-hitting left-handed bats to send at the Dodgers right-hander. Charlie Blackmon hit for 

the ninth cycle in Rockies history on Sunday, capping a September in which he hit .349/.410/.624 with six home runs. 

 

There is also the David Dahl factor. Dahl has homered in six of his last seven games and also had a hot September, 

hitting .298/.333/.679 with nine home runs and 27 runs batted in. Interestingly, Dahl only started in seven of the Rockies 

19 matchups with the Dodgers this season. 

 

“I’m just hitting a stride, getting a lot of at bats, starting to feel a lot better,” Dahl said. 

 

Unlike many of his teammates, Dahl was unable to participate in the postseason last year, as he missed the entire season 

with a stress reaction in his ribs. Dahl said he is excited for his first taste of October baseball. 

 

“I’m very excited,” Dahl said. “Last year was a tough year, watching from home and I’m just happy to be here and 

contributing.” 

 

One more interesting thing for the Rockies is that Monday’s tiebreaker comes 11 years to the day after their last 

tiebreaker in 2007, when they beat the San Diego Padres, and their current manager, 9-8, with Matt Holliday scoring the 

winning run in the 13th inning. 
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“I’m not much of a poet,” Holliday said. “It’s pretty ironic, I think, but good thing for Buddy he’s on my team this time.” 
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Colorado Rockies: Bud Black deserves a lot of credit 
Aaron Hurt | RoxPile.com | Oct. 1, 2018 
 

The Colorado Rockies will head west for a winner-take-all ball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers for the National 

League West title on Monday afternoon. The winner will move on to play the Atlanta Braves in the NLDS while the loser 

will have to travel to the loser of the Chicago Cubs-Milwaukee Brewers tiebreaker for the Wild Card game on Tuesday 

night. 

 

The Colorado Rockies got to this point by playing stellar baseball in the last 10 contests. From great pitching 

performances to slugfests, they outscored their opponents 71-24 in the last 10 games. 

 

There has been a ton of great individual performances lately but missing in all of the action has been manager Bud Black. 

Black deserves a ton of credit for this team winning 91 games and reaching consecutive playoffs for the first time in 

franchise history. 

 

I, along with many others, have been extremely critical of Black this season. From his handling of Ian Desmond‘s 

struggles, carrying three catchers, not playing some the promising youngsters, etc, etc. Black has stayed the course and 

has put the Rockies one win away from their first-ever division title. 

 

His best move this season, however, may be the way he has set up his rotation for this week. By deciding to start Tyler 

Anderson in Sunday’s 12-0 victory, the Rockies will have their top two pitchers set to go on regular days rest in their most 

important games of the season. 

 

Colorado’s new strikeout king, German Marquez, will head to the hill against Walker Buehler and the Dodgers on Monday. 

Marquez has been excellent at Dodger Stadium this year, only giving up two earned runs in 15 innings this season. 

Then, depending on the outcome, Kyle Freeland will either get ball for Game One of the divisional series or he will have 

the Rockies’ fate in his hands in the win-or-go-home Wild Card game. Who else would you rather have starting that game 

than the guy with the franchise’s greatest season as a pitcher? 

 

Black has done a great job for the Rockies. Now he needs to follow the advice of the fans who echoed throughout 

downtown Denver on Sunday and … BEAT LA!! BEAT LA!! BEAT LA!! 
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Colorado Rockies clinch consecutive playoff berths for first time in team history 
Jesse Yomtov | USAToday.com | Sept. 29, 2018 
 
For the first time in club history, the Colorado Rockies will make back-to-back postseason appearances. 

 

The Rockies booked a ticket to the playoffs with a 5-2 victory over the Washington Nationals on Friday night, their eighth 

win in a row.  

 

Colorado lost in the National League wild-card game against the Diamondbacks last year, but will be hoping for a better 

result either in that game or in the NLDS. The Rockies have never won their division in their 25-year history. They have a 

one-game lead over the Los Angeles Dodgers, who beat the San Francisco Giants 3-1 Friday.   

 

“This is just the first step,” veteran Carlos Gonzalez said of clinching a playoff spot. 

 

“We understand we have a big chance in front of us.” 

 

Pitching has of course always been an issue for the Rockies playing at Coors Field and while the team does ranks near 

the bottom of the NL in ERA, it’s one of the best marks in the club’s 26 seasons.Lefty Kyle Freeland has been dominant 

with a 2.85 ERA, finishing just behind the 2.80 ERA for Marvin Freeman in 1994 for the club record. 

 

Friday night Freeland, who grew up a Rockies fan in Denver, went six innings while giving up 11 hits but just two earned 

runs. 

 

“It’s just incredible,” Freeland said. “I dreamt of this as a little kid and never thought I’d be in this position to do it. But the 

work is not done.” 

 

Freeland was backed by David Dahl, who homered for the fifth consecutive game, and Ian Desmond, who hit a two-run 

homer against his former team. Charlie Blackmon and Chris Iannetta also added solo home runs.  

 

The Rockies' eight-game winning streak is their longest since they also won eight straight in April 2013.  
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Third baseman Nolan Arenado has been terrific as per usual, putting together his fifth consecutive season with at least 30 

homers and 100 RBI. Shortstop Trevor Story was an All-Star and bounced back from a disappointing 2017 season with 35 

homers and 105 RBI, to go with 26 steals. 

 

The Rockies upgraded the bullpen over the winter, signing Wade Davis and Bryan Shaw. While Davis has set a career-

high in saves this year (now at 43 after Friday), Shaw has struggled with an ERA above six. 

 

Prior to last season’s trip to the NL wild-card game, manager Bud Black had never taken a team to the postseason. He 

had spent nine seasons as the skipper of the San Diego Padres from 2007-2015. 


