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The Athletic 
How the Cubs see a turning point for Yu Darvish: ‘Turn the mind off and just go pitch’ 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
CINCINNATI – It all depends on whether you think Joe Maddon’s glass of red wine is half-full or half-
empty: Could this really be the breakthrough moment for Yu Darvish? Or why are we even talking like 
this about a guy who’s 31 years old and has already thrown more than 2,100 innings as a professional 
athlete? 
 
It’s the same thing with those Cubs hitters who all aren’t going to become Kevin Youkilis clones. Javier 
Báez has been in the organization since 2011. Addison Russell is approaching 1,700 plate appearances in 
the majors. Just because The Core won a World Series when they were young doesn’t mean they will do 
it again. 
 
But looking around the National League, there are no super-teams. The Washington Nationals and Los 
Angeles Dodgers have their roster flaws and injury issues. The Atlanta Braves and Philadelphia Phillies 
are on the rise, but check back to see how they feel in September. When it’s channeled in the right 
direction – and not shifted into cruise-control mode – the Cubs have so much built-up confidence and 
big-game experience that other teams can’t match. 
 
Can Darvish be trusted in those situations? That is the $126 million question that will be answered 
across the next six years. The Cubs can only hope Sunday afternoon’s 6-1 win over the Cincinnati Reds is 
a turning point, the end of the adjustment period for the star Japanese pitcher. 
 
“I want to believe so,” Maddon said inside Great American Ball Park’s visiting clubhouse. “Of course, you 
have to wait and see. But I really believe he’s going to garner confidence from today, no question. If he’s 
pitching with confidence, gets in a rhythm out there and trusts his stuff, he’s going to pitch well for 
several more years. 
 
“He’s such an outstanding talent. Like I said about (José) Quintana, trust your stuff. Same thing with Yu. 
He’s just got to trust himself and rely on the fact that he’s good. He’s a great athlete. He’s going to make 
good choices, good pitches. 
 
“Turn the mind off and just go pitch.” 
 
Darvish is still an enigma, a tantalizing talent with a grab bag of pitches that create so many possibilities 
with powerful velocity and movement in all directions. The Cubs weren’t crazy to think that they had 
something to offer Darvish. This pitching infrastructure helped Travis Wood and Jeff Samardzija become 
All-Stars, shaped Jake Arrieta’s Cy Young Award campaign and prepared Kyle Hendricks to start a World 
Series Game 7. 
 
But the Dodgers and Texas Rangers also aren’t run by baseball dinosaurs. Darvish hadn’t won a game 
since beating the Cubs in last year’s NLCS. Without those two bad World Series starts against the 
Houston Astros, maybe Darvish’s price doesn’t drop into Theo Epstein’s comfort zone. 
 
This had all the makings of another meltdown, 84 degrees at first pitch in a hitter-friendly stadium 
against a lineup with some good names for a tanking team. 
 



 

Darvish walked Cincinnati leadoff guy Alex Blandino, watched Joey Votto hit a line-drive single into 
center field and then loaded the bases by hitting Scooter Gennett’s left foot with a 3-2 pitch. Pitching 
coach Jim Hickey walked out to the mound for a brief conference. Darvish then struck out Adam Duvall 
with an elevated 95 mph fastball. 
 
This is where the wheels could have fallen off: Scott Schebler hit a ground ball toward the left side of the 
infield. Báez slid to his right and knocked the ball down but couldn’t make the play, giving the Reds a 1-0 
lead. 
 
Maddon talks with Darvish – and through the media – about processing the moment and slowing the 
game down. With his 39th pitch in the first inning, Darvish forced Tucker Barnhart to pop out into foul 
territory for the third out. That here-we-go-again feeling passed. 
 
“My take on him is that when he kind of gets into a rhythm out there, it’s almost like he stops thinking 
and just starts pitching,” Maddon said. “I think sometimes he has a tendency to overthink things. When 
he just goes out there, gets the ball back from the catcher, sees signs, sees glove and throws it, man, he 
gets really good fast. 
 
“After the first inning, he really started to gain command of his fastball, and he was starting to dot that 
up at 95-96, then the slider becomes even more difficult.” 
 
Darvish could relax and get into a rhythm because Kyle Schwarber and Báez blasted back-to-back 
homers in the second inning, giving him a 3-1 cushion. There were no cramping-like sensations or 
distracting walk/balk calls or lingering effects from the “parainfluenza virus” that put him on the 10-day 
disabled list. Darvish didn’t allow another hit after that first-inning jam, finishing the sixth inning by 
retiring 15 of the last 18 hitters he faced and notching seven strikeouts. 
 
“He’s ‘Yu Darvish’ for a reason,” Schwarber said. “The name just sticks out to you. We’re not worried 
about him at all. Everyone thinks he’s getting off to a slow start. We’re all confident behind him when he 
takes that mound. We’re out there just trying to give him as much support as we can with the runs.” 
 
The day after jawing with Reds reliever Amir Garrett and getting benched for not hustling, Báez went 3-
for-4 and bailed out Darvish with a nifty double play to end the fifth inning that has been a trouble spot. 
Baez made a sliding stop on a Votto ground ball, tapped the bag with his glove and threw to first base. 
“El Mago” is back. 
 
“We know what Yu can do,” Báez said. “Things weren’t going his way and finally he got that first win. 
We’re really excited for him.” 
 
Schwarber (eight homers, .878 OPS) again looks like a slugger to be feared and an energy source for a 
team with a lot of low-key personalities. Schwarber flipped his bat after looking at a called strike three in 
the seventh inning, got ejected by home plate umpire John Tumpane, slammed his helmet and pushed 
Báez as he tried to restrain his teammate. 
 
Put all this together – a top-flight defense, an explosive offense and a clubhouse where he doesn’t have 
to be The Man – and the Cubs became an attractive destination for Darvish. 
 
“One win is much better than zero wins, so hopefully I can now ride the wave,” Darvish said through his 
translator. 
 



 

The Cubs (25-19) won three of four games this weekend in Cincinnati with Jon Lester, Quintana and 
Darvish looking like the rotation envisioned for future playoff runs. The Cleveland Indians will be back at 
Wrigley Field on Tuesday and Wednesday for the first time since the 2016 World Series that changed the 
franchise’s identity. One game in May isn’t going to make or break Darvish’s reputation, but he had to 
start somewhere with the Cubs. 
 
“It’s definitely a confidence booster,” said Darvish (1-3, 4.95 ERA), who didn’t want to get too far ahead 
of himself. “Stay humble and keep grinding.” 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Three homers back Darvish's first Cubs win 
By William Rettig 
 
CINCINNATI -- Yu Darvish threw six strong innings to lift Chicago over the Reds, 6-1, in the series finale 
Sunday at Great American Ball Park. In doing so, Darvish earned his first win in a Cubs uniform. 
 
Over 94 pitches (57 for strikes), Darvish allowed one earned run on two hits and walked three batters. 
He tallied seven strikeouts while pitching six innings for just the third time in eight starts this season. 
Darvish was coming off an outing in Atlanta in which he had left after four innings due to cramping in his 
right calf. 
 
"I was feeling my fastball, and I was able to throw it in the strike zone because they were being pretty 
aggressive with their at-bats," Darvish said through an interpretor. 
 
Darvish got himself into a jam in the home half of the first but managed to escape with just one run 
allowed. Darvish walked leadoff hitter Alex Blandino, and Joey Votto singled to put runners on first and 
third with one out. Scooter Gennett was then hit by a pitch to load the bases. After Darvish fanned left 
fielder Adam Duvall, Scott Schebler knocked in a run with an infield single before catcher Tucker 
Barnhart popped out to Ian Happ in foul territory. 
 
"My off-speed pitches, as well as my fastball, weren't there during the first inning," Darvish responded. 
"I'm still changing my mechanics, so there's room to wiggle." 
 
"The difference [with Darvish] was, after the first inning, he really started to gain command of his 
fastball," said Cubs manager Joe Maddon. "Then the slider becomes even more difficult. If he was in a 
different spot in the batting order, I probably would have let him go back out for the seventh. … My take 
on him is when he gets into a rhythm out there, it's almost like he stops thinking and just starts 
pitching." 
 
Cubs hitters backed up Darvish with three home runs, along with a sacrifice fly and an RBI single. 
 
In the top of the second inning, Kyle Schwarber and Javier Baez hit back-to-back home runs for Chicago, 
marking the first time Cubs hitters have hit consecutive homers this season. 
 
Ben Zobrist added another run with a leadoff homer in the fifth. 
 
"A lot of times, run differential is a product of good starting pitching, and we haven't pitched to our 
levels yet as starters, but we will. And then if we continue with this path on offense, that's where the 
spread occurs," Maddon said. 



 

 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
The back-to-back home runs by Schwarber and Baez got Chicago's offense clicking. Schwarber hit a line-
drive, two-run shot to right field, and Baez quickly followed with a towering shot into the upper-deck 
bleachers in left to give the Cubs a 3-1 lead. 
 
SOUND SMART 
Happ drew an intentional walk from Reds reliever Jared Hughes in the top of the ninth. It was the third 
walk of the afternoon for Happ and the ninth time in the four-game series that he earned a free pass. 
That is the most walks by a Cubs player in a single series vs. the Reds. 
 
UP NEXT 
After an off-day Monday, the Cubs send Tyler Chatwood to the mound for his ninth start when they host 
the Indians on Tuesday at 6:05 p.m. CT. Chatwood pitched 5 1/3 innings in his last start, scattering four 
hits and two walks while allowing one earned run and striking out two. Right-hander Trevor Bauer gets 
the nod for the Tribe. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Schwarber, Baez go back to back in Cincy 
By William Rettig 
 
CINCINNATI -- Cubs slugger Kyle Schwarber has already shown in his young career that he has a knack 
for hitting laser-shot home runs. 
 
In the second inning of Sunday's 6-1 win, Schwarber sent a 1-1 changeup from Reds starter Tyler Mahle 
into the right-field seats at Great American Ball Park for a two-run home run. 
 
Moments later, shortstop Javier Baez sent a 2-1 slider out of the park for a solo shot of his own, giving 
Chicago a 3-1 lead. 
 
The home runs by Schwarber and Baez marked the first time this season Cubs hitters have hit back-to-
back homers in a game. 
 
"A homer is a homer. I was just trying to hit the ball hard," said Schwarber. "It was good to get that 
feeling back of being able to hit a ball on the barrel." 
 
Per Statcast™, Schwarber's line-drive homer left his bat with an exit velocity of 106.8 mph and had a 
launch angle of 19 degrees. It was his third home run this year with a launch angle below 20 degrees, 
tying him with Giancarlo Stanton and Nomar Mazara for the most in the Majors. 
 
Baez reached the upper-deck bleachers in left field with his shot, which traveled approximately 399 feet 
and had an exit velocity of 102.2 mph. The launch angle on Baez's homer was 33 degrees, according to 
Statcast™. 
 
Schwarber dropped a bunt single down the third-base line against the shift in his second at-bat and was 
later ejected in the seventh while arguing a called third strike. 
 
"There was runners in scoring position there, and I wasn't too happy with the call," Schwarber said. "I 
was upset at myself and the call, flipped my bat, said it was high and might've said a few choice words in 



 

there. I didn't want to show [home-plate umpire John Tumpane] up. Then he threw me out, and that's 
when I kind of lost it." 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Bullpen of the Week: Cubs 
By Manny Randhawa 
 
The Cubs' bullpen was dominant over 25 innings pitched last week, helping Chicago win four of seven 
games vs. the Braves and Reds by posting a 1.80 ERA. All but three Cubs relievers finished the week 
unscored upon, helping the relief corps earn the Bullpen of the Week presented by The Hartford for the 
week of May 14-20. 
 
As part of The Hartford Prevailing Moments program, each Monday throughout the 2018 season, 
MLB.com is honoring the previous week's top relief corps. An industry-wide panel of MLB experts, 
including legendary stats guru Bill James, constructed a metric based on James' widely renowned game-
score formula, to provide a weekly measurement of team-bullpen performance. 
 
Here's how the Bullpen Rating System is compiled for each week. For reference, a weekly score of 100 is 
considered outstanding: 
 
• Add 1.5 points for each out recorded 
 
• Add 1.5 points for each strikeout 
 
• Add 5 points for a save 
 
• Subtract 2 points for each hit allowed 
 
• Subtract 4 points for each earned run allowed 
 
• Subtract 2 points for each unearned run allowed 
 
• Subtract 1 point for each walk 
 
• Subtract 5 points for a blown save 
 
The Cubs finished the week with a score of 104.5, edging out the Giants (97), Rays (96.5) and A's (96). 
Pedro Strop (5 scoreless innings), Mike Montgomery (4), Brandon Morrow (3), Steve Cishek (2 2/3), 
Brian Duensing (2 1/3) and Randy Rosario (2) all went unscored upon, combining to strike out 23 while 
walking seven. 
 
The unexpected: Yu Darvish started last Tuesday's game against the Braves in Atlanta, and gave up one 
run over four innings, but had to exit the game early due to cramping in his right calf. The two clubs 
were tied at 1. 
 
How they prevailed: Four Cubs relievers combined to hold Atlanta's offense to one run the rest of the 
way, giving Chicago's hitters the chance to score twice in the top of the ninth in an eventual 3-2 victory. 
Montgomery allowed a hit and a walk over two scoreless frames in the fifth and sixth, Strop tossed a 



 

scoreless seventh, and after Carl Edwards Jr. gave up a run in the eighth, Morrow closed out the game to 
pick up his 10th save of the year. 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Yu Darvish overcomes frustrations to get first win with Cubs 
By Jesse Rogers 
 
CINCINNATI -- A pivotal moment for Chicago Cubs righty Yu Darvish came in the fourth inning on Sunday. 
 
He had just walked Cincinnati Reds starter Tyler Mahle and was showing some signs of frustration. It 
wasn't the first time he had issued a free pass to the opposing pitcher this season, and with two Reds on 
base and two outs, it was anyone's guess what would happen next. 
 
Darvish had imploded in other similar situations in a Cubs uniform, so first baseman Anthony Rizzo 
decided to pay him a visit. 
 
"He walked the pitcher," Rizzo recalled after the Cubs' 6-1 win. "He's walked the pitcher a couple of 
times. He was pissed. I've gotten to know him. You just go over and calm him down a bit. I said, 'Don't 
worry, we'll score some runs for you.'" 
 
It took one pitch for Darvish to get out of the jam as he induced Billy Hamilton to pop up to shortstop 
Javier Baez. Inning over. 
 
"I was trying to calm myself, letting the frustration come out," Darvish said through his interpreter about 
that moment. "I was thinking of saying something out loud, to get it out of my system, and Rizzo came 
over and said the same thing, 'You look very frustrated. Let's keep it together.'" 
 
The rest of the day went smooth for the 31-year-old as he earned his first win as a Cub and 150th 
overall, combining his time in the majors with his years in Japan. 
 
"He's one of the best," Rizzo said. "Happy he's in the win column." 
 
The difference for Darvish, who came into the outing with a 5.56 ERA, was his fastball. According to 
ESPN Stats & Information, opponents were hitting .333 in at-bats that ended on it before Sunday's start. 
And the pitch was missing bats only 17 percent of the time. But the Reds couldn't catch up to it, earning 
just one hit in 12 at-bats that ended on fastballs, while whiffing 36 percent of the time on it. 
 
"The difference was, after the first inning, he really gained command of his fastball," manager Joe 
Maddon said. "Dotting that up at 95 and 96 mph ... My take on him is when he gets into a rhythm out 
there, it's almost like he stops thinking and just starts pitching. I think he has a tendency to overthink 
things. When he gets the ball back from the catcher, sees sign, sees glove and throws it, man he gets 
really good, fast." 
 
Getting past that first inning was another big moment for Darvish. His command was off to start the 
game as he loaded the bases on a walk, single and hit-by-pitch. Was the implosion going to come earlier 
than usual? 
 
"My off-speed and my fastball weren't there in the first inning," Darvish said. "I'm still changing my 
mechanics, so there is still room to wiggle." 



 

 
Darvish gave up a run, but that's all the damage he would allow after throwing 39 pitches in the first 
inning. Amazingly, Maddon almost sent him out for the seventh inning, as his pitch count was just 94 at 
that point. He gave the Cubs hope that he has turned the corner with his new team. He allowed just two 
hits in six innings. He also pitched well in his last outing but only lasted four innings due to cramping. 
 
"It's definitely a confidence boost, the last two outings, including today," Darvish said. "I'm eager to go 
out there and do what I do every time." 
 
Darvish was aided by back-to-back home runs by Kyle Schwarber and Baez. Later, Schwarber got ejected 
for the first time in his career due to arguing a high strike-three call by plate umpire John Tumpane. 
 
"I flipped my bat and said it was high, and I said a choice word in there," Schwarber explained. "I don't 
want to show him up. I wasn't looking at him. And then he just threw me out, and that's when I kind of 
lost it, because I didn't think that ejection was necessary." 
 
Baez came in between Schwarber and the umpire before things escalated, and the ejection didn't have 
an effect on the outcome of the game. That's because Darvish buckled down in two innings that could 
have gone south on him. The Cubs' starting rotation has been better of late, which isn't lost on Darvish. 
 
"Not only does everyone else have wins, but their stuff, in general, is just better than mine," Darvish 
said. "Going forward, that has an effect." 
 
In the end, it's just one game, but he has to start somewhere. And the idea of taking a moment for 
himself when the pressure mounts is something Darvish says he'll take with him moving forward. He'll 
take a breath and perhaps get a visit from a teammate. It worked Sunday, finally earning Darvish a W 
with the Cubs. 
 
"One win is much better than zero wins, so hopefully I can ride the wave," Darvish said. "After the game, 
Rizzo came up to me and said, 'You looked very frustrated out there.' That made me laugh." 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Yu Darvish shows progress, aggressiveness to earn first victory as a Cub 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
There were checkpoints throughout the Cubs’ recent 4-2 trip, from Jose Quintana’s ability to rebound 
from a poor start to Ian Happ’s resurgence at the plate. 
 
But Yu Darvish might have taken the biggest and most-anticipated strides toward finally becoming a 
dependable and dominant member of the Cubs rotation. 
 
Darvish passed a series of tests Sunday that he had failed in previous starts. His blend of resiliency and 
dominance were a welcome mix as the Cubs coasted to a 6-1 victory over the Reds. 
 
“When he gets into a rhythm, it’s almost like he stops thinking and starts pitching,” manager Joe 
Maddon said. 
 
Darvish didn’t allow a hit after a 39-pitch first inning by trusting his fastball, which topped out at 97 
mph. 



 

 
It was Darvish’s 150th career win, including his career in Japan, but his first triumph as a Cub was 
extremely satisfying because he was the last member of the rotation to earn a victory. 
 
“Not only does everyone else has wins, but their stuff, in general, is better than mine,” Darvish said. “I’ll 
take it into account going forward. That certainly has an effect.” 
 
Darvish (1-3) used his aggressiveness Sunday to clear hurdles that had tripped him up in the past. 
 
He was visibly upset after walking opposing pitcher Tyler Mahle with two outs in the fourth. But unlike 
his April 21 start, during which he walked pitcher Tyler Anderson in a similar situation, leading to a five-
run rally by the Rockies, Darvish walked behind the mound to let out some frustration. He regained his 
composure and retired Billy Hamilton on a popout to short. 
 
And after issuing a leadoff walk to Alex Blandino, Darvish avoided his previous fifth-inning blues by 
inducing All-Star Joey Votto to ground into an inning-ending double play, thanks to a spectacular play by 
shortstop Javier Baez. 
 
“My trouble had been fighting myself in the past,” Darvish said. 
 
After allowing three home runs in 4 1/3 innings against the Rockies on May 2, Darvish has limited 
opponents to two runs on five hits with 12 strikeouts in his last 10 innings. Darvish had experienced 
cramps in his right calf in his last start but had no such issues Sunday. Maddon would have allowed him 
to pitch deeper into the game if he wasn’t scheduled to lead off the seventh with the Cubs up 4-1. 
 
The Cubs believe their rotation is starting to take its projected shape. Especially after Tyler Chatwood 
walked only two and allowed four hits in 5 1/3 innings against the Braves on Wednesday and Quintana 
pitched seven innings of one-hit ball in the second game of a doubleheader Saturday. 
 
“You have to wait and see, but I really believe (Darvish) is going to garner confidence from (Sunday), no 
question,” Maddon said. “That’s all. If he’s pitching with confidence, gets in a rhythm and trusts his stuff, 
he’s going to pitch well for several more years. That’s all it is. 
 
“He’s such an outstanding talent. With (Quintana), just trust your stuff. Same thing with Yu. Go pitch. 
Turn the mind off and go pitch.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Joe Maddon credits Javier Baez for owning up to lack of hustle 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Cubs manager Joe Maddon smiled like a proud father when asked about the redemption of Javier Baez. 
 
“Isn’t it great when people are accountable, what happens?” Maddon said. 
 
On Sunday, Baez made amends for his lack of hustle — and put a 2-for-22 slump behind him — by 
collecting three hits, including a home run, and starting a dazzling double play to help the Cubs to a 6-1 
win over the Reds. 
 
“That’s the only way you heal and get better,” Maddon said. 



 

 
Baez took responsibility for not running out a grounder in the ninth inning of Saturday’s 5-4 loss. 
 
“He fessed up,” Maddon said. “He knew he screwed up. He admitted to it. He goes out there and shows 
why he’s one of the best players in the league.” 
 
Baez’s lack of hustle occurred one at-bat after he and Reds reliever Amir Garrett were at the center of a 
bench-clearing scrum after Baez took exception to Garrett celebrating a strikeout. 
 
Baez said he and Garrett made peace by waving to each other before the game, and he appreciated that 
Maddon spoke to him briefly about maintaining his concentration. 
 
“I feel very special for (Maddon) doing that for me, and everything I can learn from him, I will,” Baez 
said. 
 
Baez’s dazzling play at shortstop came when he made a sliding stop past second, tagged the bag with his 
glove and threw across his body to retire Joey Votto and complete a double play to end the fifth. 
 
Swinging, seething Schwarber: Kyle Schwarber provided plenty of entertainment by hitting his first 
home run since April 26, executing a bunt single and receiving his first career ejection after a brief 
exchange with home plate umpire John Tumpane. 
 
“I flipped my bat and said it was high and might have said a choice word in there,” Schwarber said. “And 
I didn’t want to show (Tumpane) up. I wasn’t looking at him. And then he stared me out, and then I lost 
it because I didn’t think the ejection was necessary at all. 
 
“I never try to show up an umpire, being a former catcher. I’ve worked with a lot of those guys.” 
 
Extra innings: The homers by Baez and Schwarber were the Cubs’ first back-to-back homers this season. 
… Ian Happ went 5-for-11 with nine walks in the four-game series. Happ is batting .314 with three 
doubles, one triple, four homers, nine RBIs and 11 walks since May 7. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs' Anthony Rizzo on slow start to season: 'It's a marathon' 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Anthony Rizzo caught the final out of the 2016 World Series, so he knows something about celebrations. 
 
But the Cubs’ slumping slugger wasn’t about to feel giddy after hitting a two-run double in Saturday 
night’s 10-0 win over the Reds. 
 
“It’s a marathon,” Rizzo said before Sunday’s game. “I’m not going to pinpoint each at-bat or each pitch. 
It’s all individual, and you’ve got to be in the moment every time.” 
 
In 2016, Rizzo was batting .229 on May 29 but raised his batting average to .299 by the All-Star break. 
 
“It’s a matter of time before they all even out,” Rizzo said. “It’s a matter of time before those swings feel 
pretty good. I’m starting to relax a little more. I keep telling myself it’s a matter of time.” 
 



 

Rizzo was among several Cubs who believed Reds reliever Amir Garrett took his celebration too far 
Saturday after striking out Javier Baez and fueling a bench-clearing incident. 
 
“Do it for your team, don’t do it against the other team,” Rizzo said. “That’s where we get a little upset. 
We do it all the time. We’re not ones to talk at all. Guys are celebrating and enjoying the moment, as 
guys should over there. 
 
“The ultimate goal is to have success, and when you have success you’re happy. And if you show 
emotion, go ahead. It went a little too far with the staredown and they started jawing at each other. 
You’ve got to stick up for your teammate.” 
 
Rizzo, who challenged the entire Reds’ dugout in 2014 after Aroldis Chapman buzzed a few Cubs hitters, 
described Saturday’s incident as an isolated development. 
 
“We like the Reds,” Rizzo said. “They’re all good guys over there. They respect us, we respect them. That 
was said and done.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Time for the Manny Machado watch to go into overdrive in Chicago 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
Five observations from the week in baseball: 
 
The Manny Machado watch moves to Chicago on Monday when the Orioles come to town to begin a 
four-game series with the White Sox. 
 
Cubs fans are licking their chops in anticipation of President Theo Epstein pulling off a blockbuster deal 
to bring the Orioles star to Wrigley Field, where he’d fit in nicely as protection for Anthony Rizzo. 
 
The addition of Machado, who could be in the midst of a Triple Crown season, would lift the Cubs’ 
championship hopes considerably and provide a buzz not experienced on the North Side since the 
signing of, well, Yu Darvish. 
 
Sorry, bad example. 
 
Still, MLB Network insider Jon Heyman said the Cubs will target Machado, which probably is enough 
evidence for the Cubs marketing department to start working on a Manny Machado bobblehead 
giveaway for August. 
 
Get to work, Theo. Machado can’t trade himself. 
 
Now that the Cubs have made their interest known, the microscope turns to Theo, who already has 
traded Gleyber Torres, Eloy Jimenez and Dylan Cease for a chance to win it all, going 1-for-2 so far in 
“go-for-it” deals. 
 
Cubs fans seem to be in agreement that Addison Russell is expendable in whatever package the Orioles 
demand, neglecting to consider why the Orioles would settle for a player ranked 11th among shortstops 
in WAR (1.1) on Sunday after finishing 21st (1.4) among shortstops with 300 plate appearances in 2017. 
 



 

If you were Orioles general manager Dan Duqette, looking for long-term value for a player having an 
MVP season, wouldn’t you start at Willson Contreras? After Epstein hangs up, you can always call back 
and lower your demand, asking for Javier Baez before getting to Russell. 
 
Machado may be only a half-year rental, but no rental has ever had a start like Machado is having, and 
Duquette will look foolish if he doesn’t get an insanely good package in return. 
 
Duquette, whom Epstein replaced as GM in Boston, is in the last year of his contract and is facing a 100-
loss season. The Orioles may be even worse than the White Sox, who at least are losing with young 
players. 
 
Duquette isn’t beloved in Baltimore. He was widely criticized for re-signing Chris Davis to a seven-year, 
$161 million deal in 2016. He gave starter Alex Cobb a four-year, $57 million deal in March. And we can’t 
forget he handed Jake Arrieta and Pedro Strop to the Cubs for Scott Feldman and Steve Clevenger, the 
O’s version of Brock-for-Broglio. 
 
Duquette recently told MLB Network radio they haven’t made a determination yet on whether to trade 
players, adding: “The other consideration is: What if Manny Machado is having an MVP season and he’s 
on his way to the Triple Crown? Is that a player that a club wants to trade? Even though their season 
may not be a championship season this year? 
 
“So there’s a lot of different questions for the organization to answer, but it’s really about timing. How 
many good players can you have together at the same time? And can you keep them together for a 
period of time to give yourself a chance to go again for the playoffs?” 
 
Sure. 
 
Of course he has to trade Machado, who is going to leave as a free agent after the season. The only 
questions are when, and to whom? 
 
Tall tale 
 
Lanky lefty Josh Hader led the Brewers with 56 strikeouts entering Sunday’s game and ranked 27th in 
the majors. That’s not so unusual, except Hader is a reliever and has pitched only 27 1/3 innings. 
 
He’s ahead of nine-figure starters including Felix Hernandez (49 strikeouts), Masahiro Tanaka (47), David 
Price (46) and Jon Lester (44). Hader is averaging 18.44 strikeouts per nine innings, an amazing stat 
considering the record for a nine-inning game is 20 strikeouts. 
 
Hader has more than made up for the month-plus loss of closer Corey Knebel, considering the Brewers 
are 16-0 when he gets into a game. 
 
“He gives us as an offense that feeling that if the game’s tied late, with our bullpen and the guys that we 
run out there every night, that we’ve just got to find a way to push one across,” outfielder Christian 
Yelich told the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel. “And if we do, we like our chances.” 
 
Think before speaking 
 
Astros analyst Preston Wilson apologized for the dumbest quote of the week. During an on-air 
discussion during Saturday’s Astros-Indians game on difficult-to-hit pitches, Wilson joked the slider 
should be banned. 



 

 
“I can handle the fastball,” he said. “I actually had somebody ask me if I could go back in history and 
change one thing, I skipped right over slavery and went to the slider. That's how I feel about it. ... I 
realized that was selfish, so then after I thought about it, I was like, you know what, maybe I should 
change what I said, but that’s how hard it is to hit a slider in the big leagues.” 
 
Wilson later tweeted the comment was “inappropriate” and “may have offended people” and said it 
didn’t reflect the team or the station. 
 
Quote of the week 
 
Astros starter Justin Verlander on making Shohei Ohtani his 2,500th strikeout victim: “I'm hoping that he 
stays healthy so that ... when I’m a grandfather on my deathbed, I’ll be like, ‘Yeah, my 2,500th strikeout 
was against that guy.’ ” 
 
King of the hill 
 
After Saturday’s brouhaha with the Reds, sparked by Amir Garrett’s reaction to striking out Baez, the 
Cubs lead the majors in bullpen-clearing incidents that have resulted in nothing worse than a tickle. 
Manager Joe Maddon blamed Garrett for a “Lion King type” of roar after striking out Baez. It was over 
the top but no more so than Rizzo’s Lion King-type roar during Game 3 of the 2017 National League 
Division Series against the Nationals, when he yelled “Respect me!” Everyone likes to celebrate. 
 
Hakuna matata, Joe. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Chicago baseball saw four exciting starts this weekend, but Yu Darvish's meant the most 
By David Haugh 
 
Debate which weekend pitching performance meant the most for Chicago’s baseball teams until Steve 
Stone runs out of wisdom, but everyone can agree that back-to-back starts on both sides of town carried 
great significance for the Cubs and White Sox. 
 
Which pitcher gained the most from his outing? I ranked them in order of importance. 
 
1. Yu Darvish, Cubs. 
 
Admit it. After Darvish’s 39-pitch first inning Sunday in a 6-1 snooze over the Reds, you started to 
wonder what kind of excuse Cubs manager Joe Maddon was going to offer this time. The Skyline Chili 
didn’t agree with Yu. But give Darvish credit. He showed something Chicago had yet to see from the 
$126 million free agent: The ability to overcome adversity. Darvish settled in after the rough first to give 
up just two hits and one run over six innings, appeared to focus more on blowing his fastball by Red 
hitters and registered his first victory as a Cub. In the jargon of Joe, Darvish did simple better. More than 
anything, Darvish changed the subject — and potentially the direction of his season – even if it came 
against the lowly Reds. This outing was much more about Darvish than the opponent. 
 
2. Reynaldo Lopez, White Sox. 
 



 

Lopez re-established himself as the Sox’s best young major-league pitcher by dominating the Rangers on 
Sunday, allowing just two hits and two walks in eight scoreless innings. Besides the electric stuff, the 
emotion Lopez showed left as deep of an impression. The more the South Side sees of the 24-year-old, 
the more there is to like. This was his most memorable start in a Sox uniform, earning Lopez his first 
victory of the season and the Sox their only two-game home winning streak. 
 
3. Jose Quintana, Cubs. 
 
Pitching with purpose after getting shelled by the Braves last Monday, Quintana looked like the left-
hander the Cubs had been waiting to see. The frustration Quintana revealed after bombing against the 
Braves foreshadowed this kind of focus. Quintana entered with an unacceptable 5.23 earned-run 
average and gave up on only one hit in seven shutout innings. He walked Adam Duvall three times but 
otherwise overpowered the Reds in a 10-0 rout the Cubs needed after one of their worst losses of the 
year in the opening game of Saturday’s doubleheader. He worked fast and controlled the tempo the way 
the Cubs expect — and what they have a right to demand against better teams. 
 
4. Lucas Giolito, White Sox. 
 
The right-hander still struggled with control at times, walking two and hitting two batters, but overall 
took another step forward with six solid innings the Sox needed to see from a young pitcher a day after 
demoting Carson Fulmer. Fulmer’s news provided a reminder that not every prospect will reach his 
potential, a warning to which Giolito responded. For the second straight start, Giolito demonstrated the 
moxie that will serve him well once he refines his pitches and regains his command more consistently. 
Giving up four hits and two earned runs to the Rangers gave Giolito something to build on and the Sox 
reason for hope. 
 
Overall, the Cubs had to be as relieved as the Sox were encouraged. They waited two months to see this 
version of Darvish and had reason to wonder about Quintana after his last appearance. Without Darvish 
and Quintana pitching as well as their history suggests they will, the Cubs’ inconsistencies will continue. 
They are the Cubs’ 1-2 barometer as much as Kris Bryant and Anthony Rizzo. So this development bodes 
well for two guys whose turns in the rotation will dictate how confident Cubs fans can feel about, well, 
everything. Most of the answers about the familiar questions surrounding the Cubs start with starting 
pitching, and Jon Lester and Kyle Hendricks have been good enough not to worry. 
 
Likewise, more efforts like that from Lopez and Giolito will go a long way toward stabilizing a Sox staff 
that is among baseball’s shakiest. Veteran James Shields has proven he still can get major-league hitters 
out but young pitchers like Lopez and Giolito succeeding gets people excited. 
 
This was an exciting weekend for Chicago baseball. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Yu Darvish survives tough first to regroup and beat Reds for first win as a Cub 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
CINCINNATI — It took seven weeks, eight starts, two cramps and a stretch on the disabled list with the 
flu, but the Yu Darvish the Cubs had been waiting for finally showed up Sunday. 
 
The $126 million right-hander, who was the jewel of the Cubs’ winter, had pitched well in two early 
starts against the Brewers. But his performance in the Cubs’ 6-1 victory against the Reds at Great 



 

American Ball Park was especially significant — and not just because it produced his first victory with the 
team. 
 
After weeks of cramps and fifth-inning meltdowns had knocked him out of starts, Darvish survived a 39-
pitch first inning, limiting the Reds to one run, then took off on his most efficient five-inning run of the 
season. He retired eight batters in a row after an infield single drove in the Reds’ only run and 15 of 18 
overall — without allowing a hit — in the rest of his six-inning start. 
 
‘‘Turn the mind off and just go pitch,’’ manager Joe Maddon said. 
 
It’s what the Cubs have waited the first two months of the season to see from Darvish, a four-time All-
Star. 
 
‘‘That’s the guy that we all know,’’ said teammate Kyle Schwarber, whose strongest impression of 
Darvish before the signing was a dominant start for the Dodgers to beat the Cubs in the playoffs last 
season — the last time Darvish had won a game. ‘‘We’re excited when he takes the mound because we 
know what he’s capable of. He showed it again today. He’s Yu Darvish for a reason.’’ 
 
And if he’s more of this Yu Darvish going forward, the Cubs’ lukewarm start to the season might start to 
heat up quickly. 
 
‘‘I want to believe so,’’ said Maddon, who pulled Darvish after 94 pitches only because his spot was due 
up in the top of the seventh in a three-run game at the time. ‘‘But you have to wait and see. I really 
believe he’s going to garner that confidence from today. 
 
‘‘If he’s pitching with confidence, gets in a rhythm out there, trusts his stuff, he’s going to pitch well for 
several more years. He’s such an outstanding talent.’’ 
 
Darvish, who said rediscovering his fastball command after the first was the key, also pitched well for 
four innings Tuesday in Atlanta before a cramp-like feeling in his right calf ended his first outing after the 
DL stint. 
 
‘‘It’s definitely a confidence booster, throwing those two outings,’’ Darvish (1-3) said through a 
translator. ‘‘While I want to take this further, I don’t want to be too eager to [get ahead of myself]. I 
want to stay humble and keep grinding.’’ 
 
A key moment came with two outs and one on in the fourth, when Darvish walked the pitcher on four 
pitches — a scenario similar to one that led to him unraveling in a previous start. This time he stepped 
off the mound, took a moment to regroup, said he wanted to yell ‘‘to get it out of my system,’’ then 
listened to first baseman Anthony Rizzo, who burned a mound visit to encourage him to stay focused. 
 
Billy Hamilton popped up the next pitch to end the inning, and Darvish had his first victory with the Cubs 
a few innings later. 
 
‘‘One win is much better than zero wins,’’ he said. ‘‘So hopefully I can now ride the wave.’’ 
 
The Cubs’ 4-2 trip through Atlanta and Cincinnati marked the first time through a turn in the rotation 
that Tyler Chatwood, Jose Quintana and Darvish all pitched well, combining to go 2-0 with a 0.96 ERA in 
18‰ innings. 
 



 

‘‘They’re as good as you’ve just seen,’’ Maddon said. ‘‘They’re going to continue on that path. There is a 
break-in period, and there also was a bad-weather period. As their confidence goes, they’re going to 
go.’’ 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs’ Kyle Schwarber delivers fireworks with HR, ejection and ‘a choice word’ 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
CINCINNATI — The opener of the Cubs’ four-game series in Cincinnati went so late into Friday night after 
a long rain delay that the Reds were forbidden by city ordinance from setting off their postgame 
fireworks. 
 
Javy Baez, Kyle Schwarber and the rest of the Cubs’ hitters spent the rest of the weekend making up for 
it. 
 
After a bench-clearing incident involving Baez on Saturday, Schwarber drew his first career ejection for 
arguing a called third strike in the seventh inning Sunday, then got his money’s worth with a heated 
monologue in ump John Tumpane’s face. 
 
‘‘I was upset with myself and the call,’’ said Schwarber, who had a two-run home run and a bunt single 
to go with the unusually quick ejection in the Cubs’ 6-1 victory. ‘‘I flipped my bat and said it was high, 
and I said a choice word in there. 
 
‘‘I don’t want to show him up; I wasn’t looking at him. And then he just threw me out, and that’s when I 
kind of lost it because I didn’t think that ejection was necessary at all.’’ 
 
Schwarber, who bounced his helmet off the ground before turning on Tumpane, provided the emotional 
punctuation to the Cubs’ 4-2 road trip. At one point, he pushed away would-be peacemaker Baez to 
continue arguing. 
 
‘‘I knew I wasn’t going to bump him or anything like that,’’ Schwarber said. ‘‘I just wanted to get the 
explanation of why I got thrown out and kind of argue my case. Javy was just making sure I didn’t do 
anything stupid, which any good teammate would do.’’ 
 
Around the hot spots, the Cubs beat the Reds three out of four, outscoring them 28-7 in the series. That 
included homers Sunday by Schwarber, Baez and Ben Zobrist. 
 
Schwarber’s drive to right in the second, which was followed immediately by Baez’s homer to left, 
snapped a 16-game homerless drought for the slugger, the second-longest of his career. 
 
Javy bounces back 
 
One day after getting benched for not running out a grounder during a frustrating game, Baez was one 
of the stars for the Cubs in the series finale. 
 
He snapped a 2-for-25 skid with a 3-for-4 day at the plate and, after getting the start at shortstop, had 
the Cubs’ defensive highlight in the fifth. He slid behind the bag to stop a grounder by Joey Votto, 
slapped the bag with his glove for one out, then jumped to his feet and threw off-balance to get Votto at 
first. 



 

 
‘‘Isn’t it great when people are accountable what happens?’’ manager Joe Maddon said. ‘‘That’s the only 
way you heal and get better. He fessed up. He knows he screwed up [Saturday]; he admitted it. And 
then he goes out there and shows you why he’s one of the best players in the league today.’’ 
 
‘‘You’ve got to turn the page and move on,’’ Baez said. 
 
Roster move 
 
Left-hander Randy Rosario, who pitched two scoreless innings in Game 1 on Saturday, was optioned 
back to Class AAA Iowa after being added as the Cubs’ 26th man for the doubleheader. 
 
‘‘He’s got a great arm, great stuff,’’ Maddon said. ‘‘He’ll be back. He’s going to help us.’’ 
 
-- 
 
 


