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• Chicago Sun-Times, Glove affair: Cubs’ fielding gems carry Jon Lester to 4-0 victory over Dodgers 

https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/glove-affair-cubs-fielding-gems-carry-jon-lester-to-4-0-victory-
over-dodgers/ 
 

• Chicago Sun-Times, Yu ready? Darvish eyes quick return to rotation after impressive ‘‘sim’’ game 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/yu-ready-darvish-eyes-quick-return-to-cubs-rotation-after-
impressive-sim-game/ 
 

• Chicago Sun-Times, Cubs put closer Brandon Morrow on 10-day DL with back tightness 
https://chicago.suntimes.com/sports/brandon-morrow-injury-cubs-disabled-list-mlb-2018/ 

 
• Daily Herald, Scouting report: Cubs vs. Cincinnati Reds 

http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180620/scouting-report-cubs-vs-cincinnati-reds 
 
• Daily Herald, Lester comes up aces at Cubs take 2 of 3 from Dodgers 

http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180620/lester-comes-up-aces-at-cubs-take-2-of-3-from-
dodgers 
 

• Daily Herald, Cubs place Morrow on DL; Darvish throws simulated game 
http://www.dailyherald.com/sports/20180620/cubs-place-morrow-on-dl-darvish-throws-simulated-
game 
 

• The Athletic, The good, the bad and the complicated on the Cubs’ farm at mid-season 
https://theathletic.com/399195/2018/06/21/the-good-the-bad-and-the-complicated-on-the-cubs-
farm-at-mid-season/ 
 

• The Athletic, Rosenthal: From pariah to beloved team leader—the remarkable transformation of 
Tommy La Stella 
https://theathletic.com/401895/2018/06/21/rosenthal-from-pariah-to-beloved-team-leader-the-
remarkable-transformation-of-tommy-la-stella/ 
 

• The Athletic, Javier Báez and Jon Lester show how the Cubs can get back to the World Series 
https://theathletic.com/401678/2018/06/20/javier-baez-and-jon-lester-show-how-the-cubs-can-
get-back-to-the-world-series/ 
 

• The Athletic, After Brandon Morrow’s injury, the Cubs will keep looking for bullpen help at the 
trade deadline 
https://theathletic.com/401205/2018/06/20/after-brandon-morrows-injury-the-cubs-will-keep-
looking-for-bullpen-help-at-the-trade-deadline/ 
 

• The Athletic, Yu Darvish throws simulated game, bringing back very real memories of the past 
https://theathletic.com/401008/2018/06/20/yu-darvish-throws-simulated-game-bringing-back-
very-real-memories-of-the-past/ 
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• The Athletic, Best offseason move the Cubs never made: trading Mike Montgomery 

https://theathletic.com/400300/2018/06/20/best-offseason-move-the-cubs-never-made-trading-
mike-montgomery/ 
 

• Cubs.com, Helped by D, Lester in charge as Cubs blank LA 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/jon-lester-goes-7-innings-in-cubs-shutout-win/c-282102244 
 

• Cubs.com, Heyward makes case for throw of the year 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/jason-heywards-strong-throw-caps-fantastic-dp/c-282102386 
 

• Cubs.com, Morrow injured taking off pants, lands on DL 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/back-tightness-puts-cubs-brandon-morrow-on-dl/c-282098978 
 

• Cubs.com, Darvish (triceps) impresses in simulated game 
https://www.mlb.com/cubs/news/back-tightness-puts-cubs-brandon-morrow-on-dl/c-282098978 

 
• ESPNChicago.com, Cubs show Dodgers -- and everyone else -- they're the team to beat in NL 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/story/_/id/23856874/chicago-cubs-national-league-team-beat 
 

• NBC Sports Chicago, Pants, seat of the pants and sim games: The current state of Cubs pitching 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/pants-seat-pants-and-sim-games-current-state-cubs-
pitching-darvish-morrow-lester-chatwood 
 

• NBC Sports Chicago, Brandon Morrow lands on DL after hurting back while taking his pants off 
https://www.nbcsports.com/chicago/cubs/brandon-morrow-lands-dl-after-hurting-back-while-
taking-his-pants 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Jon Lester digs deep for 119 pitches, improves to 9-2 as Cubs blank Dodgers 4-0 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-dodgers-20180620-story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Brandon Morrow injured himself taking off his pants, the latest in a long line of 
strange Cubs mishaps 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-bizarre-injuries-brandon-
morrow-20180620-story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Jon Lester expects great plays from Cubs' exceptional defensive players 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-defense-albert-almora-
20180620-story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Yu Darvish could begin rehab stint Monday after his 'positive' simulated game 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-yu-darvish-comeback-20180620-
story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Former Cubs pitching coach Billy Connors dead at 76 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-billy-connors-dead-20180620-
story.html 
 

• Chicago Tribune, Cubs sign first-round pick Nico Hoerner 
http://www.chicagotribune.com/sports/baseball/cubs/ct-spt-cubs-nico-hoerner-20180620-
story.html 
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Chicago Sun-Times 
Glove affair: Cubs’ fielding gems carry Jon Lester to 4-0 victory over Dodgers 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
If Cubs left-hander Jon Lester finds himself in the conversation to make his first All-Star start in a few 
weeks, he can thank Javy Baez, Jason Heyward, Albert Almora Jr. and a few other teammates for helping 
start it. 
 
The top-ranked group of fielders in the majors this season might have produced its best nine innings in 
defense of Lester’s pitching during a 4-0 victory Wednesday against the Dodgers. 
 
‘‘They’ve been picking us up all year,’’ said Lester (9-2), who made the most of it on this ‘‘grind’’ of a day 
to get through seven innings. “It was kind of: ‘Here, I don’t have anything. Just hit it, and hopefully those 
guys run it down and catch it.’ And they did it today.’’ 
 
With the help of the Cubs’ gloves, Lester lowered his ERA to 2.10, third in the National League behind 
the Mets’ Jacob deGrom and the Nationals’ Max Scherzer. 
 
Lester walked three, including two in the sixth. He twice put runners in scoring position with fewer than 
two outs early in the game, including first and third with one out in the third. The continual hard contact 
against him included two doubles, four line-drive outs to outfielders and four deep fly balls. 
 
‘‘They hit the ball well, but we were in the right spots,’’ manager Joe Maddon said. ‘‘In the past when 
we’ve won at a high level, we’ve played outstanding defense.’’ 
 
In 2016, the Cubs all but lapped the rest of the majors defensively — by several metrics and the eye test 
— on the way to winning the World Series. After a comparative lull last season, they’re back on top, 
according to outlets that measure fielding, including Fangraphs.com. 
 
‘‘We have a lot of fun on defense,’’ Heyward said. ‘‘We know what we’re capable of.’’ 
 
This game against the Dodgers offered an example at nearly every position: 
 
• Leading off the second, Baez — playing shortstop — ranged deep in the hole to field a ball, then set 
and threw so strongly to get Logan Forsythe that first baseman Anthony Rizzo didn’t even need to 
stretch. 
 
• With runners at the corners in the third, Justin Turner flied deep to right fielder Heyward, whose 300-
foot throw reached catcher Willson Contreras on a line just as runner Chris Taylor reached Contreras, 
who got a bloody nose out of the hard tag. 
 
‘‘Unbelievable,’’ center fielder Almora said. 
 
• Taylor was only at third on that play because he was held up while rounding the bag on Enrique 
Hernandez’s single to left on the previous play when Kyle Schwarber (NL-leading seven outfield assists) 
came up throwing. 
 



 
• Leading off the fourth, third baseman Kris Bryant slid toward the line to backhand Matt Kemp’s shot 
inside the bag, then leaped up and threw him out by a step. 
 
• Leading off the seventh, Yasiel Puig drove a low line drive for what looked to be a sure hit to center — 
until a charging Almora dived to catch it inches from the grass. 
 
By then, Lester had grown weary of applauding all the fielding gems behind him. 
 
‘‘Al comes in and dives for one, and I’m just like, ‘OK, I’m done clapping for you guys,’ ’’ Lester said. ‘‘It’s 
expected now that these guys make these plays.’’ 
 
After Lester left the game, Baez moved to second on the double switch and made a play in the eighth to 
rival the rest. With nobody out and Hernandez on second, Baez leaped to grab a line drive by Turner 
near the back of the infield dirt, then raced to the bag, diving to get his glove there before Hernandez’s 
hand. 
 
‘‘It can be dispiriting to the other side when you make plays like that,’’ Maddon said. 
 
Maddon compared Baez’s willingness to throw his body around on the bases and in the field to former 
Packer Chuck Cecil: ‘‘He just plays like a free safety.’’ 
 
Baez, who also doubled twice and tripled, said he can’t play any other way. 
 
‘‘I’ve got to be me out there,’’ he said. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Yu ready? Darvish eyes quick return to rotation after impressive ‘‘sim’’ game 
By Gordon Wittenmyer 
 
The way right-hander Yu Darvish looked during a simulated game Wednesday, the Cubs think he might 
be ready to make a rehab start Monday. 
 
The way Darvish felt, he might need . . . what? 
 
‘‘One,’’ Darvish, who has been out with soreness in his right triceps, said before his translator could 
deliver the question in Japanese. ‘‘Just one.’’ 
 
Barring a setback and assuming Darvish has a good handle on his needs, that rehab start — probably at 
Class A South Bend — would put him on track for a return to the Cubs’ rotation June 30 or July 1 against 
the Twins at Wrigley Field. 
 
So much for speculation that Darvish might be out until after the All-Star break. A return June 30 or July 
1 would be two weeks before the break. 
 
Darvish (1-3, 4.95 ERA) already has spent more than a month on the disabled list in a season that hasn’t 
come close to meeting expectations since he signed a six-year, $126 million contract. 
 



 
‘‘I felt good,’’ Darvish said of the 51-pitch simulated game, adding he felt especially sharp with his 
fastball and slider. ‘‘There was some anxiety beforehand, but it turned out to be better than I 
expected.’’ 
 
Darvish, who had Tommy John surgery on his right elbow in 2015 after initially being shut down that 
spring training for a triceps injury, twice referred to his elbow when talking about his current process. 
 
When asked about the source of his ‘‘anxiety,’’ he said: ‘‘Definitely the elbow aspect. The anxiety came 
from whether I could throw at 100 percent condition. That was the main part of the anxiety.’’ 
 
With a fresh start, the Cubs are optimistic Darvish can provide a big boost to a rotation that has 
performed especially well in the last three weeks (2.64 ERA). And they think the time off will be a benefit 
by the time he gets to August and September. 
 
‘‘He looked free and easy,’’ said general manager Jed Hoyer, who joined president Theo Epstein, 
manager Joe Maddon and pitching coach Jim Hickey in overseeing the session. ‘‘He was throwing all his 
pitches. He ended with a split, so I felt like if he’s doing that, he feels pretty good.’’ 
 
‘‘Outstanding,’’ Maddon said. ‘‘You can’t ask for anything more. He looked that good.’’ 
 
Hoyer said the Cubs won’t rush Darvish through the next phase. And they won’t finalize the schedule for 
his 60- to 65-pitch rehab start until evaluating him Thursday. 
 
Draft notice 
 
The Cubs signed  their first-round draft pick, Stanford shortstop Nico Hoerner, for the allotted slot bonus 
of just more than $2.7 million. Hoerner, the No. 24 overall pick, is expected to be assigned to short-
season Class A Eugene. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Sun-Times 
Cubs put closer Brandon Morrow on 10-day DL with back tightness 
By Madeline Kenney 
 
The Cubs put closer Brandon Morrow on the 10-day disabled list, retroactive to Sunday, with tightness in 
his lower back Wednesday. Right-hander Justin Hancock, who filled the 26th spot on the Cubs’ roster for 
the doubleheader Tuesday, will remain on the roster. 
 
The move comes after Morrow, who has pitched in only one game since June 7, was noticeably absent 
from the Cubs’ 4-3 loss to the Dodgers in the first game of the doubleheader. 
 
After the game, Morrow said he was suffering from back spasms that came on when he was taking off 
his pants after the Cubs returned from their trip to St. Louis early Monday. 
 
‘‘Just undressing at my house,’’ Morrow, who has a 1.59 ERA and has converted 16 of 17 save chances, 
said Tuesday. ‘‘Like 3 a.m., in the closet, got my right leg off. Left one just felt like a spasm in my back.’’ 
 
Manager Joe Maddon, who called Morrow’s injury ‘‘one of those freakish things,’’ hinted the spasms 
might have been caused by dehydration. He also said the move to the DL needed to happen for the sake 
of the bullpen, which is also without setup man Carl Edwards Jr., who is also on the DL. 



 
 
‘‘We just can’t go with one less pitcher right now,’’ Maddon said before the Cubs played their third 
game in two days Wednesday. ‘‘It’s for him, too. I don’t want him to go out there and pitch coming off 
of that right now, and there’s really no reason to rush it back. [I] prefer him getting 100 percent well and 
getting back out there when it’s right.’’ 
 
General manager Jed Hoyer said putting Morrow on the DL ‘‘made sense’’ so the Cubs could have a 
fuller bullpen, especially because they don’t have a day off until July 1. 
 
‘‘I don’t want to downplay anything,’’ Hoyer said. ‘‘Obviously, he had back spasms. He had the same 
thing in spring training. We’re sort of treating it the same way we treated it in spring training. I think he 
was out for about a week to 10 days. 
 
‘‘We felt like it wasn’t going to be something where he was ready [to pitch] this weekend.’’ 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Scouting report: Cubs vs. Cincinnati Reds 
By Bruce Miles 
 
BC Sports Chicago Thursday and Sunday; WGN Friday; ABC 7 Saturday 
 
Radio: 
WSCR 670-AM 
 
Pitching matchups: 
The Cubs' Kyle Hendricks (5-6) vs. Matt Harvey (1-5) Thursday at 6:10 p.m.; Jose Quintana (6-5) vs. Luis 
Castillo (4-8) Friday at 6:10 p.m.; TBD vs. Anthony DeSclafani (2-1) Saturday at 3:10 p.m.; TBD vs. Sal 
Romano (4-7) Sunday at 12:10 p.m. 
 
At a glance: 
This will be the Cubs' third and final trip into Cincinnati this season. The Reds won't make their first foray 
into Chicago until July 6. The Cubs are 3-2 against the Reds. Under former Cubs manager Jim Riggleman, 
the Reds have played better overall of late even though they are buried in last place in the NL Central. 
On-base machine Joey Votto leads the NL in OBP at .428, and he entered Wednesday in the top 10 in 
batting average and second in walks. The Reds were second from the bottom in ERA (4.89) while the 
Cubs were first (3.17). The Cubs and Reds entered the day 1-2 in OBP. 
 
Next: 
Los Angeles Dodgers at Dodger Stadium, Monday-Thursday 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Lester comes up aces at Cubs take 2 of 3 from Dodgers 
By Bruce Miles 
 
On a recent Cubs homestand, pitcher Jon Lester threatened to go back to the mound for one more 
inning and make manager Joe Maddon decide between pitchers. 
 



 
Wednesday at Wrigley Field, Lester went to the mound in the seventh inning having thrown 106 pitches. 
 
Maddon wasn't about to argue, not with a depleted bullpen and the need for his ace to go long after 
Tuesday's day-night doubleheader. 
 
Lester was all aces as he worked 7 innings in the Cubs' impressive 4-0 victory over the Los Angeles 
Dodgers, giving them the series two games to one. 
 
The veteran lefty might not have been at his sharpest, but he gutted it out and let his defense do the 
rest, as Cubs fielders turned in one exquisite play after another. 
 
"Yeah, obviously I know with (Tuesday) and where we've been at with our usage and the extra-inning 
game and all that stuff," said Lester, who improved to 9-2 and lowered his ERA from 2.28 to 2.10 as he 
makes a serious run at being in the All-Star Game. "At that point, what's 15-20 more pitches? 
 
"I finally won one (battle), so it will probably be another 15 starts before I win another one." 
 
If there's an old school, Lester no doubt would be the principal. Maddon explained how it all came down 
as his ace lobbied to go back out there. 
 
"He knew what he had to do; he said it himself," said Maddon, whose team is 42-29. "He came off the 
field after 6. I didn't say anything to him. But I had already said to Hick (pitching coach Jim Hickey), 'We 
need to get 1 more out of him.' I was going to go talk to him, but he came to me, and he says, 'I got to go 
1 more.'" 
 
Lester fell behind in counts early but righted himself. He got help from the defense all over the field. In 
the third, right fielder Jason Heyward teamed with catcher Willson Contreras to throw out Chris Taylor 
trying to score from third on Justin Turner's flyball to medium depth. 
 
Albert Almora Jr. made a diving catch on Yasiel Puig's liner in the seventh. Left fielder Kyle Schwarber 
kept a runner from advancing. In the eighth, Javier Baez shined after moving from shortstop to second 
base. He snagged Turner's liner and then dived to second base and tagged the bag with his glove to 
double off Enrique Hernandez, who led off the inning with a double against reliever Anthony Bass. 
 
Maddon described Baez's play as that of a free safety in football. Baez knows no other way. 
 
"No," he said. "I do my best. I got to play hard. If I don't play hard, that's when injuries come. I'm just 
trying to stay healthy the whole year." 
 
Heyward said he understood why the Dodgers would run, but that seemed quite all right with him. 
 
"You got to go," he said of the runner at third base. "I feel like you have to send them there when they 
ran on me. I feel like they'll learn quickly on Schwarber if they haven't yet. You've got to earn that 
respect. You've got to earn that sense of caution from the third-base coach. 
 
"But please keep running on me in those situations. I want it to happen. I think the biggest thing is that 
we want the ball. We all want to be ready. We all want to play. Hopefully teams will keep taking notice." 
 
The Cubs used four single-run innings to score. The loudest hit was Kyle Schwarber's booming home run 
to center field in the fourth against Ross Stripling. It was Schwarber's 14th of the season, and it tied him 
with Baez for the team lead. 



 
 
"To be able to win two out of three after losing the first game in the manner that we did (blowing a 
ninth-inning lead), I give our guys a lot of credit," Maddon said. 
 
-- 
 
Daily Herald 
Cubs place Morrow on DL; Darvish throws simulated game 
By Bruce Miles 
 
There was plenty of news on the pitching front for the Cubs, some of it good and some of it not so good 
for them. 
 
The first word of Wednesday morning was that closer Brandon Morrow had been placed on the 10-day 
disabled list with lower-lower back tightness. Morrow said Tuesday he felt spasms while taking off his 
pants after arriving home from St. Louis Sunday night into Monday. 
 
To fill Morrow's spot, the Cubs kept right-handed reliever Justin Hancock on the roster. He was the 26th 
man for Tuesday's day-night doubleheader against the Los Angeles Dodgers. 
 
Right after that news broke, reporters scurried outside to watch starting pitcher Yu Darvish throw a 
simulated game. Darvish threw 51 pitches to Ian Happ and Tommy La Stella as he continues his recovery 
from right-triceps tendinitis. 
 
"I thought he looked free and easy," said general manager Jed Hoyer. "He was throwing all his pitches. 
He ended with a split (split-finger fastball). I felt like if he's doing that he feels pretty good. I thought his 
tempo was good. So all in all, I think that was positive. We have to see how he feels tomorrow. That's 
probably pretty important. If that comes through I think he'll be on pace for a rehab outing probably 
Monday." 
 
Darvish said he would need only one rehab outing. He has been on the DL effective May 23. 
 
"I feel good," he said through a translator. "There was some anxiety beforehand, but I think it turned out 
to be better than I expected." 
 
As for Morrow, the Cubs backdated the DL assignment to June 17. 
 
I don't want to downplay it," Hoyer said. "He had the same thing in spring training. We started treating it 
the same way we treated it in spring training, and I think he was out about a week-ten days. If things go 
as we hope, it will be the kind of thing where he'd probably be able to be throwing before the 10 days 
are up. If he's not going to be ready all weekend, we can backdate it three days so it makes sense to put 
him on the DL. He understood that." 
 
Morrow said he felt better. He added he had no problem revealing how he hurt his back. 
 
"Anybody that's had a back spasm knows you can pretty much get it doing anything -- brushing your 
teeth, sneezing, picking up a kid," he said. "Almost everybody has a story about doing it, so I said how I 
did it." 
 
Top pick in the fold: 



 
The Cubs have signed their No. 1 pick from this year's draft, shortstop Nico Hoerner out of Stanford. The 
"slot" money for the 24th pick overall is $2.724 million. 
 
Hoerner will report to the Cubs' facility in Mesa, Arizona and then head out to begin his pro playing 
career at Class A Eugene (Oregon). 
 
"I think he'll probably take a little bit of time in Arizona and go to Eugene after that," Jed Hoyer said. 
"Here's a guy we're excited to get. I think he's going to have the ability to play shortstop and also the 
ability to play all over the diamond. He hits the ball hard. He puts the ball in play. We love the makeup." 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
The good, the bad and the complicated on the Cubs’ farm at mid-season 
By Rob Huff 
 
As we have at the conclusion of previous quarters of the minor league season, it’s time to examine the 
notable performances of Cubs prospects during the recently completed second quarter of the season. 
The results below cover the period spanning May 11 through June 17. 
 
The good 
 
Cubs fans have developed a soft spot for Dartmouth righties who lack plus velocity but make things 
work despite being selected near the back of the top-10 rounds of the draft. If you’re thinking of Kyle 
Hendricks, good. But that applies to Duncan Robinson, too. 
 
Robinson came to the Cubs via the ninth round of the 2016 draft, in large part due to his willingness to 
accept a bonus of just $30,000 that enabled the club to go over slot in signing fellow righties Tyson 
Miller, Bailey Clark and Dakota Mekkes. The 6-foot-6, 220-pound hurler had just finished a stellar senior 
season for the Big Green in which he allowed both slightly over a hit and a strikeout per inning but 
incredibly walked just seven batters in 68 2/3 innings. 
 
He kept his walk rate low while climbing the system in 2017, walking exactly two batters per nine while 
splitting the year between South Bend and Myrtle Beach. But Robinson’s strikeout rate was predictably 
stunted, coming in a little under seven per nine. 
 
That’s part of what made this quarter so impressive. Robinson kicked his strikeout rate way up, reaching 
10.38 K/9 over 39 innings while still allowing just 43 hits and a single home run. Still, his walk rate took 
the day: Robinson walked just three batters over those 39 innings. Add it all up and Robinson put 
together an excellent 1.95 FIP in the quarter heading into the All-Star break. 
 
Robinson’s arsenal lacks impact, though he complements his low-90s fastball with a true 12-6 curve. 
Nobody will confuse his heater with that of Zack Godley, but Robinson has the body to withstand a 
starter’s workload, enough viability to his pitches to make some noise, and an incredible ability to avoid 
the free pass. He’s on the radar. 
 
Here are some other notable performances from the second quarter. 
 
The rotation at Myrtle Beach made big noise. Incredibly, the Cubs had two pitchers post identical 2.84 
FIPs during the quarter. 2017 top pick Alex Lange compiled his numbers exclusively at Myrtle Beach, 
using a good fastball, great curveball, and usable changeup to fuel his success. Walking three batters in 



 
26 2/3 innings helped, too. The 67th pick in last year’s draft, righty Cory Abbott, joined Lange in the 
rotation in early June, and between South Bend and Myrtle Beach, Abbott’s 12.38 strikeouts per nine 
drove his success. Walks were a bit more of an issue for Abbott, as he walked 3.38 batters per nine. Not 
wanting to be outdone, former Auburn ace and 2017 105th pick, righty Keegan Thompson, enjoyed a 
strong quarter with 36 strikeouts against just six walks and only 19 hits in 37 1/3 innings. Thompson 
remains somewhat undersized, but he’s likely ready for the jump to Double-A. 
 
When Thompson makes that jump to Double-A, he’ll follow in the footsteps of last month’s highlighted 
player, Matt Swarmer. After a splendid opening quarter, Swarmer was just as good in the next quarter 
— including a June 7 promotion — throwing 35 innings in which he permitted just 37 baserunners and 
two homers while striking out 36, good for a 2.71 FIP. Swarmer joined former top prospect Oscar De La 
Cruz, who enjoyed his strongest quarter in quite some time. His rate stats were all good but not great — 
2.18 walks per nine against 8.73 strikeouts — but the Cubs will take his 3.98 FIP for now. 
 
Despite the good news going on higher in the system, the South Bend rotation also deserves praise, led 
by an elite showing from 6-foot-3 righty Erich Uelman, the 135th pick in the 2017 draft. Uelman threw 
36 1/3 innings, allowing just 32 baserunners (six walks) while striking out 38. He also kept the ball in the 
yard. Add it up and you get a 0.74 ERA with a 2.03 FIP. The next most notable development came from 
2017 11th-round pick Rollie Lacy: he began the quarter in the bullpen but made his way to the rotation 
thanks to a sub-1 WHIP, 10.16 K/9, and a 3.12 FIP. Tyler Thomas missed some time with an injury, but he 
still threw 21 1/3 innings while allowing only nine hits and five walks, even if his strikeout rate was low. 
Finally, after struggling mightily with walks to begin his professional career, 2017 pick Brendon Little 
kept his walk rate down at 3.15 per nine, yielding a 3.80 FIP. His strikeout rate needs a bump, but 
progress is progress. 
 
Two relievers deserve a mention here. Craig Brooks continues to produce at Double-A, striking out 18 
batters in 14 2/3 innings while allowing just nine baserunners. Diminutive lefty Wyatt Short — who 
stands just 5-foot-8 — hurled a dominant quarter with 23 strikeouts in 18 1/3 innings, allowing 17 
baserunners to compile a 1.71 FIP. 
 
Victor Caratini returned to Triple-A to get some extra time at the plate, and all he did was post a 
.338/.436/.569 line over 78 plate appearances. It’s safe to say that he’s done with the minors. Outfielder 
Jacob Hannemann had a dreadful start to 2018, but he recovered for a .323/.383/.469 line in the second 
quarter with a tiny 12.1 percent strikeout rate and six stolen bases. 
 
Catcher Miguel Amaya earned some attention for his excellent start to the season, but he positively 
exploded in this quarter with a .333/.421/.544 line that included five homers, totaling a 167 wRC+. 
Amaya did tally a 24.8 percent strikeout rate, so there’s room for improvement. But this is a real catcher 
producing huge numbers in full season ball as a teenager — take note, Cubs fans. 
 
The bad 
 
Selected 104th overall in the 2016 draft, righty Thomas Hatch didn’t make his professional debut until 
the 2017 season, somewhat surprisingly jumping to High-A to begin his career. It was tough to argue 
with the results: Hatch struck out more than a batter per inning while allowing only two homers over 
124 2/3 innings. His 2.98 FIP had him squarely on the radar. 
 
Then 2018 happened. Hatch got off to a wobbly start, but the wheels really came off in the second 
quarter: Hatch allowed 55 baserunners in 41 innings, including six homers while striking out only 4.83 
batters per nine. Hatch’s 5.76 FIP is about as high as possible given the limitations of the ERA predictor. 
 



 
Hatch wasn’t alone in the second quarter as a handful of other big-name prospects scuffled. 
 
The injury bug took a bite out of two notable players — Adbert Alzolay and former fourth round pick D.J. 
Wilson, who missed nearly two months in what has become a recurring injury theme. Finally, righty 
Manuel Rodriguez threw just seven innings at South Bend, surrendering seven hits and 12 walks before 
being shut down in spite of his 12 strikeouts. 
 
A handful of demoted players also struggled mightily. Unlike Caratini, Mark Zagunis went back to Triple-
A and fell apart, slashing just .187/.324/.187 in 111 plate appearances. Top arm Jose Albertos continued 
his early-season struggles and was jettisoned back to extended spring training thanks to 12 walks over 
just 4 1/3 innings. Outfielder Nelson Velazquez, an overslot fifth round pick from 2017 and the team’s 
top position player drafted that year, posted a .204/.250/.212 line with a 35 percent strikeout rate at 
South Bend before sliding back to Eugene for the start of short season ball. 
 
The left side of the Myrtle Beach infield continued to struggle mightily. Shortstop Aramis Ademan 
posted a .200/.304/.310 line while third baseman Wladimir Galindo accompanied him with a 
.250/.298/.371 line that included a 28.2 percent strikeout rate. 
 
Lefty starter Bryan Hudson suffered a miserable run, issuing 18 walks in 27 innings while striking out just 
16 batters, good for a 5.36 FIP. He’s newly 21 and at High-A, so he still has time to straighten things out. 
Then again, fellow big-bonus lefty Carson Sands lost his roster spot last year, so Hudson would be well-
served to take a step forward. 
 
Finally, the Eddy Martinez experience remained on track to end with a quiet thud. Martinez was 
dreadful with a .202/.255/.315 line to show for his effort, including just one home run and no steals. 
 
The complicated 
 
Utilityman and 2017 15th-round pick Jared Young enjoyed a splendid quarter, slashing .292/.353/.467 
over 156 plate appearances — a slight downgrade from his opening quarter, when he slashed a robust 
.323/.382/.645. He has maintained a strikeout rate hovering around 16 percent all year. So why is he in 
this group? Well, Young turns 23 in two weeks and he’s only in the Midwest League. 
 
Young’s professional career got off to a dreadfully slow start as his first four weeks at Eugene last year 
yielded a .131/.197/.148 line over 66 plate appearances with a 22.7 percent strikeout rate. He 
completely flipped the script over the final month, however, slashing .354/.400/.481 while cutting his 
strikeout rate to 16.1 percent over 87 plate appearances. 
 
As an old prospect without a top draft pedigree, Young has the deck stacked against him. But he 
wouldn’t be the first lefty bat drafted in the teens to hit his way to baseball’s top levels. He’s worth 
watching. 
 
The second quarter saw the return of Erick Leal, who missed all of 2017 with an injury. Leal returned to 
High-A and picked up where he left off, riding a low-everything approach (only 5.40 strikeouts per nine 
but also 1.62 walks per nine and no homers) to a 0.54 ERA over 16 2/3 innings. Leal threw five innings a 
recent start, so he’s ready for a full-time gig but his margin is tight given the injury. 
 
A few Double-A arms find themselves in this group. Reliever Jake Stinnett posted a gaudy 12.46 per nine 
strikeout rate, but he also allowed four homers among 22 hits in 17 1/3 innings. Fellow reliever James 
Norwood posted an even gaudier 14.11 strikeouts per nine, but he issued six walks in 14 2/3 innings and 
is still at Double-A as a 24-year-old — is this the result of organizational depth or an issue with 



 
Norwood’s ceiling? One of last year’s breakout arms, Michael Rucker, kicked up his strikeout rate to over 
a batter per inning and knocked his walk rate back down to 2.37 per nine, but he allowed over a homer 
per nine innings. While he chopped his ERA by two-and-a-half points, his FIP held steady in “meh” 
territory (4.15 compared to 4.37 in the first quarter). 
 
Double-A teammate third baseman Jason Vosler followed a mini-breakout 2017 with a .212 BABIP in the 
season’s opening quarter, but he rebounded to post a powerful .269/.362/.529 line in the second 
quarter. The questions for Vosler: is his 26.2 percent strikeout rate his Achilles’ heel? And why is he still 
at Double-A? 
 
The final group is a quartet of Triple-A arms with various shortcomings when the ball isn’t put into play. 
Starter Duane Underwood regressed somewhat from his strong debut as his strikeout rate slipped down 
close to seven per nine and his walk rate crept back up over three per nine. A 3.96 FIP isn’t a nightmare, 
but Underwood needs to differentiate himself. Fellow righty Trevor Clifton scored a promotion to Iowa 
early in June and compiled a 2.08 ERA (3.30 FIP) in the quarter. However, he finds himself in this group 
due to a lack of strikeouts (7.01 per nine) and an only-good walk rate (2.60 per nine). Reliever Dakota 
Mekkes preceded Clifton in reaching Triple-A by a few days and struck out 19 over 14 1/3 innings…while 
also walking eight. Mekkes needs to chop the walks to have a shot at a big league career because top-
level hitters will make too much contact. The story is largely identical for Dillon Maples, who struck out 
19 in just 12 innings…while walking 11. The stuff is there but the command continues to lag behind, 
keeping Maples and his 15.72 strikeouts per nine rate in the minors at the season’s midpoint. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Rosenthal: From pariah to beloved team leader—the remarkable transformation of Tommy La Stella 
By Ken Rosenthal 
 
The meeting was tense, uncomfortable. Backup infielder Tommy La Stella had just rejoined the Chicago 
Cubs after spending nearly three weeks at home instead of reporting to Triple A Iowa. His teammates 
wanted answers. Some were even angry. 
 
“Absolutely — that was most certainly the case,” La Stella’s friend, former Cubs pitcher Jake Arrieta, 
recalls of the meeting at Wrigley Field on Aug. 31, 2016. “Some of the veteran guys were really unhappy 
with the way he handled the situation.” 
 
To some of the players, as well as many on the outside, La Stella’s refusal to initially accept his Triple A 
assignment appeared the ultimate act of selfishness. Arrieta and others close to La Stella, however, 
knew the complicated truth: La Stella, then 27, was questioning himself, struggling with his identity, 
trying to figure out whether he still had a place in the baseball universe. 
 
After finally reporting to Triple A and playing eight games to get back in baseball shape, he rejoined the 
Cubs. The team went on to win their first World Series in 108 years. La Stella went on to become — and 
even now, not everyone with the Cubs can believe it — one of the most respected voices in the 
clubhouse, a genuine team leader. 
 
The guy whom many viewed as selfish, a quitter, a pariah? La Stella, never saw himself that way, and 
neither did Cubs management. He wanted only to stay with his teammates. And once he gained a fuller 
perspective of who he was, both as a player and person, he evolved into a baseball original: A player 
who seeks only to help others and no longer worries about himself. 
 



 
“If anybody is truly ego-less — which we often wish and think we are — he truly is,” Cubs manager Joe 
Maddon says. “(For him), it’s about everybody else.” 
 
La Stella, who was open about his desire to play for the team rather than seek individual goals in ‘16, 
spoke at length about his absence and subsequent transformation during a 40-minute interview in the 
Cubs’ dugout before last Saturday’s game in St. Louis. 
 
He knows people in all walks of life are in the same position he was, enduring pain, frustration and stress 
that is at times overwhelming. He wants to share his experiences with the idea of helping those who feel 
as lost he did. 
 
None of this is simple. La Stella — described by one Cubs official as “a searcher” — is not simple. 
 
“He will always attempt to see things in a different light, not because he’s trying to be different, but 
because that’s who he is,” Maddon says. 
 
Arrieta sees La Stella as someone who never stops thinking, “a guy who wants to learn about a million 
different subjects every day.” 
 
I began my interview by asking La Stella, “Why did you go home?” 
 
La Stella proceeded to speak uninterrupted for more than 12 minutes, explaining his decision and all 
that had led up to it. 
 
Growing up in Bergen County, N.J., La Stella was like any kid, playing baseball with his friends in his 
backyard, watching games on TV, reveling in the sport. He worshiped major leaguers. He wanted to be 
one of them. Make it to the majors, he thought, and I’ll be happy. 
 
But by 2015, his second season in the majors and first with the Cubs after arriving from the Atlanta 
Braves in a trade for reliever Arodys Vizcaíno, his outlook had started to change. 
 
“There was this massive disconnect,” La Stella says. “I had done what I had set out to do. And I was more 
miserable than when I set out to do it.” 
 
Injuries contributed to the 5-foot-10, 170-pound La Stella’s gloom; he had dealt with physical setbacks 
since he was 18. His problems in ‘15 began when he strained his right oblique before the Cubs’ third 
game in Colorado on April 10. He was close to completing his rehabilitation assignment on May 17 when 
he re-aggravated his condition, this time missing more than three months. 
 
“I was at a point where I was like, ‘Is this ever going to end?’” La Stella recalls. 
 
His issues, though, were not just physical. All La Stella cared about was excelling at baseball, advancing 
his career. If he was playing well, he was at peace. If not, he said, “it was chaos.” His return to the 
majors on Aug. 24, 2015, was less than joyous; La Stella recalls feeling wiped out, drained. He thought it 
might be best to abandon his career. 
 
Arrieta, now with the Philadelphia Phillies, could relate — he had pondered his own future in the game 
when he struggled at Triple A with the Baltimore Orioles in 2013 before getting traded to the Cubs that 
July. 
 



 
“There’s that internal struggle we go through as professional athletes,” says Arrieta, who remains one of 
La Stella’s closest confidants and considers him to be almost like a brother. “We prepare ourselves every 
single day. We work as a hard as possible to be the best we can be. To get kicked in the mouth 
repeatedly, day in and day out, and not having it translate . . . that’s kind of what he was going through. 
He was crushed at times. He felt like he was putting in his end of the bargain and it wasn’t paying off at 
all.” 
 
Acting almost out of desperation, La Stella adopted a different mindset entering ‘16, informing Maddon, 
Cubs president Theo Epstein and general manager Jed Hoyer in his spring-training meeting that he no 
longer would obsess over his personal successes and failures. He would enjoy playing baseball the way 
he did as a kid, enjoy being with his friends, enjoy being part of a team. 
 
“I lowered my expectations big-time,” La Stella says. “I wasn’t trying to get ahead anymore, wasn’t 
trying to stand out, wasn’t trying to get anywhere in my career. That was all stuff I had prioritized 
before, and it had really worn me down to a nub. I gave up on it out of necessity, not from higher 
thinking or better perspective. Truly I was just so exhausted, I couldn’t keep pushing myself to be great 
and be successful.” 
 
For a time, he felt liberated, as if a weight had been lifted. But in early June, he went on the DL with a 
strained right hamstring, and all of his anxiety returned. Maybe, he thought, his body was not meant to 
withstand a 162-game season. Another tweak to his oblique, though minor, only reinforced that notion. 
 
La Stella returned to the Cubs in less than a month but had resumed preparing himself mentally for the 
end of his career. 
 
If this is the way it is, he thought, I’ve got to make my peace with it. 
 
And then, on July 28, the Cubs demoted him to Iowa. 
 
Some teams, maybe most, would have released La Stella for refusing his minor-league assignment. Such 
a decision barely would have affected the Cubs. At the time, they owed La Stella less than $200,000 in 
salary, and it’s not as if they would have missed his .209 batting average and .556 OPS after he rejoined 
the club on Aug. 31, or his one plate appearance in the Division Series before he was left off the NLCS 
and World Series rosters. 
 
The first instinct for a team facing any form of insubordination is to take punitive measures. This guy is 
being selfish. We won’t tolerate it. There needs to be some type of discipline, a message sent to the 
entire organization. La Stella essentially had walked out on the Cubs, and in the view of some of his 
teammates, betrayed their trust. Why should he escape penalty? 
 
Maddon and Epstein, however, saw it differently. 
 
Knowing La Stella was in an unusual and delicate place mentally, they never suspected him of acting out 
of self-interest. 
 
“He wanted to be with the Chicago Cubs or nowhere, to the point where he was willing to give up his 
career,” Maddon says. “We knew he was sincere about it. We knew he needed some space. We knew he 
needed our support, plain and simple.” 
 
La Stella understood he was putting the Cubs in a difficult position. But he says he was indeed “ready to 
step away and look into other areas of my life to explore” if the team chose to release him. 



 
 
“From all the injuries and disappointment, I didn’t feel I could go on and continue to push myself to 
stand out and get ahead,” La Stella says. “It wasn’t about being sent down. It was about me finally 
accepting the fact I didn’t have anything left.” 
 
Epstein declined to comment for this story but, like Arrieta, he saw a little of himself in La Stella, 
according to a source. Epstein was 31, not much older than La Stella was in ‘16, when he walked out of 
Fenway Park in a gorilla suit on Oct. 31, 2005, and resigned as Boston Red Sox general manager, largely 
over differences with team president Larry Lucchino. 
 
In Epstein’s charged state, he did not think practically and detach himself from the emotions of the 
moment. Clarity only came after he stepped away — and 80 days later, he returned to the Red Sox with 
newfound perspective. 
 
La Stella was more burned out than defiant; regardless, Epstein was willing to give him time to sort 
through his thoughts, even as others in the organization clamored for the team to take a harsher stand. 
La Stella retreated home to New Jersey, rarely answered his phone, stayed off the Internet, stopped 
watching TV. Cubs personnel — Maddon, Epstein, mental-skills coach Ken Ravizza, certain players — 
occasionally checked in. But mostly, La Stella says, his time at home was quiet. 
 
He finally reported to the Iowa Cubs on Aug. 17, with the understanding he would stay in the minors 
briefly, then rejoin the major league team. It was the first step toward La Stella becoming a more giving, 
thoughtful and supportive teammate. It was an important step for the Cubs, too, enhancing the team’s 
reputation for promoting a tolerant, understanding culture — or in La Stella’s admittedly biased opinion, 
“the most nurturing and people-friendly environment you will find in sports.” 
 
La Stella, though, still had to demonstrate his renewed commitment to his teammates, few of whom 
knew the depth of his inner turmoil. He recalls the Cubs players being “really supportive” after he 
addressed them, saying the greater resentment came from opponents, some of whom shunned him 
despite knowing him for years. Still, La Stella did not win over all of his teammates immediately; some 
felt he did not adequately explain himself in the meeting. 
 
“What I tried to express to the guys is that it wasn’t necessarily coming from a selfish place in his mind,” 
Arrieta says. “I know it came off that way to a lot of guys on the team. I told them, ‘I understand why 
you feel that way. I feel that way myself a little bit, I really do.’ Not that he was letting us down, but he 
was somewhat giving up on us. That’s how most of the guys who were unhappy felt. 
 
“What I tried to explain to them is that Tommy doesn’t want to play with any other human beings than 
the guys in this clubhouse right here. That was the honest-to-goodness truth. To try to express that to 
the team was difficult. Not many guys understood that.” 
 
Catcher David Ross, one of the cooler heads in the room, according to sources, argued La Stella clearly 
was struggling with personal issues, even if some players could not relate to his problems. Ross’ 
message, like management’s, was one of acceptance: Let’s just get past it. You don’t want it to be a 
distraction with what we’re trying to accomplish. 
 
First baseman Anthony Rizzo, perhaps more than any of the Cubs, had difficulty forgiving La Stella. But 
looking back, he says his view of La Stella was too inflexible, overly simplistic. 
 
“It taught me a lot,” Rizzo says. “You get so wrapped up in baseball, baseball, baseball. On the surface, it 
looked like the guy got sent down, and he’s, ‘Poor me.’ But then you dig into it deeper, and knowing 



 
Tommy better as a person now than I did then, it was more than that. To judge it right away, by its 
cover, I learned from that.” 
 
It wasn’t long before the Cubs, typically raucous and loose, began joking again with La Stella. 
 
“Hey Tommy,” they would say, “you’re not going to quit on us, right?” 
 
Stare into the Cubs’ dugout, and there’s La Stella, bantering with teammates, counseling them, cheering 
for them. He is the team’s Pied Piper, providing energy, exuding joy. 
 
One Cubs official marvels at his transformation, saying, “We’ve never had a player like this who just 
shows up looking to help.” La Stella says he does not see himself as a leader. But once he lost his 
athlete’s Type A mindset in deference to more talented teammates, he began to occupy a different 
place in the Cubs’ orbit. 
 
“When you’re not competing with people, they are more likely to trust you,” La Stella says. “I don’t 
stand anything to gain anymore. I’m not trying to work you over in an interaction to get the upper hand. 
I’m not trying to separate myself in a sport that is always breeding that, a society that is always breeding 
competition — stand out and separate yourself from the group.” 
 
La Stella says the Cubs’ triumph in the 2016 World Series and victory parade through downtown Chicago 
provided him with a “radical perspective shift,” enabling him to see how sports brought people together 
and how he had lost his way focusing solely on himself. 
 
The Cubs sent La Stella to Triple A three times in ‘17. Not once did he lodge even a hint of protest. He 
was reminded of how lucky he was to reach the majors in the first place, humbled to discover what he 
had taken for granted. He also recognized he could work on his game without fear of costing the Cubs 
victories, and took advantage. 
 
The unexpected benefit of La Stella’s retreat from his previous hyper-competitive approach is it actually 
made him a better player. Once he stopped obsessing over his performance, once he started learning 
from his teammates instead of envying them, he was liberated. 
 
La Stella finished last season with a career-high .861 OPS in 151 plate appearances, then made brief 
appearances in both the Division Series and LCS. This season he is 13-for-39 (.333) with five walks and 
eight RBIs as a pinch-hitter, prompting Rizzo to say, “He knows his role, and he shines in it.” 
 
To La Stella, though, the conversation within his mind is far from over. He makes sure to create time for 
himself, often in the form of meditation. He does not pretend to be an expert on mental health. He 
understands some people face problems exceedingly difficult to overcome. But he believes he has 
something to offer nonetheless. 
 
“I think we give ourselves way too much credit for being able to compartmentalize difficulty and stress 
and our fears,” La Stella says. “We believe we handle it much better than we actually do. We’re not 
nearly as honest with ourselves about addressing deeper issues. 
 
“Your mind is difficult. So much of the time it seems the noise is so loud I can’t even stand to look at it. 
But it’s the opposite. You have to make your peace with all of the stuff that makes you afraid. You have 
to go into the noise in order to ever get any separation from it. If you keep looking the other way, it 
grows louder and louder and louder, because you’re not tending to it. 
 



 
“The more you push away problems, the more they show up, the more they grow. You’re charging all of 
your problems and all of your fears with this scared type of energy that gets wrapped up on it. In the 
same way positive momentum has its place, so does negative momentum. The more you avoid, avoid, 
avoid, you’re energizing that thing you’re trying to avoid. And eventually it overflows and spills out and 
people break down.” 
 
La Stella broke down in 2016, but there he is now on the Cubs’ bench, bouncing from one player to 
another, shouting encouragement to the field, treating every game as if it’s his first. 
 
He came out the other side, came back even better. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Javier Báez and Jon Lester show how the Cubs can get back to the World Series 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
The World Series hangover showed up on defense, dulling their senses, breaking their concentration and 
draining their energy. What was supposed to be a constant became a symbol for a Cubs team that 
drifted in and out of focus last year, staggering into the All-Star break with a losing record before turning 
it on when they had to. In the end, D-Peat was just another T-Shirt from the Joe Maddon collection. 
 
The 2018 Cubs are on pace to win 96 games, but still don’t seem like they’ve come all that close to 
peaking yet. All the talk about exit velocity, launch angle and hitting with runners in scoring position will 
come down to a pass/fail test in October. Closer Brandon Morrow just joined $126 million pitcher Yu 
Darvish and top setup guy Carl Edwards Jr. on the disabled list. 
 
Maddon sees the Cubs playing with effort and enthusiasm, sounding more like one of his old high school 
football coaches in Pennsylvania than a manager of millionaire millennials. But it shows when the Cubs 
put together a highlight reel of spectacular defensive plays all over Wrigley Field. 
 
“That’s what we do,” Javier Báez said after the defense backed up Jon Lester throughout Wednesday’s 
4-0 win over the Los Angeles Dodgers. 
 
Báez smiled in front of the cameras crowding his locker and spoke in a calm, quiet voice. Like Lester — 
the other co-MVP from the 2016 NLCS vs. the Dodgers — Báez shows a different side of his personality 
once the game starts. That intensity and attention to detail looks like the Cubs during their World Series 
year. 
 
There was Willson Contreras with a bloody nose after Chris Taylor barreled into him at home plate. 
Jason Heyward positioned himself underneath Justin Turner’s flyball and made a perfect throw from 
right field that set Contreras up for the tag and the double play in the third inning. The Dodgers had just 
held Taylor at third base on Kike Hernández’s single to left field, a new sign of respect for Kyle 
Schwarber’s strong arm and improving instincts on defense. 
 
There was Albert Almora Jr. and Schwarber making diving catches in the seventh inning Lester lobbied 
for the day after a doubleheader split with the Dodgers. Lester actually won the argument this time and 
extended to 119 pitches, striking out only one of the 28 batters he faced. 
 



 
“It wasn’t exactly ideal on my end,” Lester said. “I really didn’t have much today and kind of grinded 
through that one, but the defense has been picking us up all year. It’s kind of that: ‘Here, I don’t have 
anything. Just hit it and hopefully those guys run it down and they catch it.’ 
 
“Al comes in and dives for one, I’m just like, ‘OK, I’m done clapping for you guys.’ It’s expected now that 
these guys make these plays.” 
 
At the age of 34 — and in the second half of a six-year, $155 million contract that already paid for itself 
— Lester (9-2, 2.10 ERA ) is again pitching like an All-Star, with guts, experience and a little help from his 
friends. 
 
“Now I’m relying a lot more on my defense,” Lester said. “In ’16, I had a lot better stuff, consistently 
better stuff. I’ve had starts this year where I’ve felt really good and physically been able to repeat and do 
the things I’ve done in the past. 
 
“But obviously we’ve thrown a lot of baseballs and there’s some wear and tear there. I’m not going to 
be the same pitcher I was even last year or two years ago or whatever. We’re making adjustments. 
We’re figuring out new ways to get guys out.” 
 
The Cubs stayed alert until the final out, with third baseman Kris Bryant diving to his left to catch a 
sinking line drive and steal a hit from Yasmani Grandal. That game-ending highlight paired nicely with 
Bryant’s sliding backhanded play near the line to take another hit away from Matt Kemp leading off the 
fourth inning. 
 
“You have to come ready every day to play that kind of defense,” Maddon said. “That switch doesn’t get 
turned on and off. That’s what I’ve always been pushing for since I’ve been here. I think the on-and-off 
switch pertains to offense more than anything. You should be able to pitch and play defense every day. 
 
“There’s so much energy involved on that side of the field. That gets you there. Of course, you got to 
play some offense when you get there, too. But I really love that method. It can be dispiriting to the 
other side when you make plays like that — and also it’s buoyant to your pitchers — so there’s all kinds 
of good stuff going on there.” 
 
The Dodgers (38-35) have probably gone through some of those same lulls this season after beating the 
Cubs in last year’s NLCS and losing the World Series Game 7 Darvish started against the Houston Astros. 
 
The Dodgers were one strike away from getting swept in this three-game series. The Cubs also needed 
10 innings to win a one-run game on Tuesday night and Wednesday afternoon would have looked much 
different if some of those line drives whistled through the holes in the defense. 
 
But that’s why the Cubs have “El Mago” and the crowd of 41,119 chanted “JAV-Y! JAV-Y!” First there 
was Báez reacting at shortstop in the second inning, making a play deep in the hole and firing a throw to 
first base that beat Logan Forsythe. Then there was Báez positioned on the right side of the infield in the 
eighth inning, charging forward to catch Turner’s line drive and diving headfirst and tagging the bag with 
his glove before Hernández could slide back into second base. 
 
“He just plays like a free safety,” Maddon said. “He throws his helmet, his whole body out there all the 
time, but he gets back up. He’s got that flair about him. People want to come see Javy play. When his 
name’s announced, the place erupts all the time, but he’s always in the middle of something good.” 
 



 
Oh, yeah, Báez also had two doubles, a triple, two runs scored and a stolen base. Whether or not the 
Cubs hit this October, remember that the 2016 team won it all with pitching and defense. 
 
“I’ve got to be me out there,” Báez said. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
After Brandon Morrow’s injury, the Cubs will keep looking for bullpen help at the trade deadline 
By Patrick Mooney 
 
Even without planning for this exact Cubbie occurrence — Brandon Morrow hurting his back while 
taking his pants off — Theo Epstein’s staff already expected to be searching for bullpen help before the 
July 31 trade deadline. 
 
October has become all about “bullpenning,” micromanaging the numbers game one hitter at a time, 
taking advantage of the extra days off on the postseason schedule for rest/recovery and unleashing 
power relievers to throw 99-mph fastballs. 
 
Morrow used that playoff exposure as Kenley Jansen’s setup guy to land a closer’s job and a two-year, 
$21 million commitment — less than 11 months after taking a minor-league deal from the Los Angeles 
Dodgers. 
 
While former Cy Young Award winner Jake Arrieta remained unemployed until the middle of March, the 
robust bullpen market saw the Colorado Rockies spend more than $100 million on free-agent relievers 
this winter and the Seattle Mariners finalize a deal for Tampa Bay Rays closer Alex Colome on the Friday 
of Memorial Day weekend. 
 
Still stinging from a wild 9-8 elimination-game loss to the Cubs last October — and their fourth first-
round playoff exit in six years — the Washington Nationals jumped out on Monday to acquire two-time 
All-Star Kelvin Herrera from the Kansas City Royals organization now rebuilding after winning the 2015 
World Series with a lights-out bullpen. 
 
All these forces could accelerate trade talks now that Morrow (back spasms) has joined Carl Edwards Jr. 
(right shoulder inflammation) on the disabled list. 
 
“We’re always going to be looking for bullpen pieces,” general manager Jed Hoyer said before 
Wednesday’s 4-0 win over the Dodgers at Wrigley Field. “Our bullpen has probably been the strength of 
the team this year so far, and that’s obviously being challenged right now. We’ve got two of our best 
guys out, so other guys are going to have to step up. But I think already we’ve seen some guys step up. 
This stuff happens and we got to get through it.” 
 
Look at the eight-man bullpen the Cubs pieced together the day after a day/night doubleheader: five 
relievers who began the season with Triple-A Iowa (Luke Farrell, Justin Hancock, Anthony Bass, Randy 
Rosario, Rob Zastryzny) and a guy left off last year’s NLCS roster (Justin Wilson). Steve Cishek is on pace 
for around 80 appearances. Now that Morrow is sidelined, Cishek and Pedro Strop will become part of 
Joe Maddon’s matchup-based closer-by-committee. 
 
Morrow spent time on the disabled list during the 2009, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015 seasons and 
didn’t make it back to the big leagues until August 2016 with the San Diego Padres. 
 



 
Hoyer said Morrow got treatment for lower back tightness during spring training. The Cubs hope 
Morrow can resume throwing before the 10-day minimum on the disabled list. The Cubs were able to 
backdate the injury to June 17, when the team played the ESPN Sunday night game in St. Louis and then 
flew back to Chicago. Morrow returned home early Monday morning and felt something while 
undressing. 
 
“I don’t want to downplay anything,” Hoyer said. “It’s just one of those things that happen. He did it 
taking off his pants, but it probably could be any movement [that caused] this. We want him to get it 
right and be ready because that’s one of the challenges with a closer. There’s no way to ease him back in 
that role. We want to make sure he’s ready and firing on all cylinders before we bring him back.” 
 
Morrow notched his 16th save during Saturday night’s win over the Cardinals at Busch Stadium, which 
marked the first time he had pitched in nine days. 
 
Ever had a guy hurt his back while taking his pants off? 
 
“Um, let me see, nothing I could actually reveal,” Maddon said. “You bend over sometimes and things 
just tweak on you. It’s probably just the process before that, obviously. If he had been dehydrated in St. 
Louis that night — he had to really ramp it up and had not pitched in a bit — and all of a sudden who 
knows? A day or two later, it could have been the residue of that night.” 
 
Bullpens are inherently volatile and unpredictable, which is why the Cubs have been comfortable with 
short-term closers like Aroldis Chapman and Wade Davis and trying to stockpile as many options as 
possible. 
 
Dillon Maples might be the next guy on the Triple-A shuttle to Chicago. Maples started last season at 
advanced Class-A Myrtle Beach, piled up 100 strikeouts across 63.1 minor-league innings and made his 
big-league debut in September. The Cubs are now more focused on Maples limiting the walks (22 in 23 
1/3 Triple-A innings this year) and checking off all the boxes on his player-development plan, but he has 
also put up 18 scoreless appearances and 39 strikeouts, flashing his potential as a high-leverage reliever. 
 
“Dillon’s throwing really well the last few weeks,” Hoyer said. “He’s obviously got an electric arm and 
when he’s commanding, he’s phenomenal. His stuff is really as good as anyone in the big leagues. It’s 
about throwing strikes. And I think he’s done a really good job of that of late. He’s going to help this 
team at some point this summer, for sure.” 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Yu Darvish throws simulated game, bringing back very real memories of the past 
By Jon Greenberg 
 
Yu Darvish threw his first simulated game as a Cub on Wednesday, which I guess makes him part of an 
ancient North Side fraternity, Phi Kappa Towel. 
 
As was the case with all of Kerry Wood’s and Mark Prior’s simulated games, it was a rousing success. 
 
“Dominating sim game,” Cubs president Theo Epstein said in passing. 
 
I’m not sure he was being serious, but Epstein looked happy. Maybe it was just because he was wearing 
his favorite Pearl Jam hat, but I took in the sim game as well and my untrained eye thought Darvish had 



 
a lot of life on his pitches as he threw against the mostly non-swinging duo of Ian Happ and Tommy La 
Stella. 
 
“That was outstanding, actually,” Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. “Great command, great jump on the 
fastball, slider was there. I think he threw one or two splitters at the end, but I thought you can’t ask for 
anything more. He looked that good. Delivery was easy, solid. He was smiling, so that meant he probably 
felt pretty good about it. He’ll be evaluated again tomorrow but for right now, that looked really good.” 
 
“I thought he looked free and easy,” Cubs general manager Jed Hoyer said. “He was throwing all his 
pitches. It felt like he ended with a split, so it felt like if he’s doing that, he feels pretty good. I thought 
his tempo was good. So all in all, I think that was positive. I think we got to see how he feels tomorrow. 
That’s pretty important. But I think if that comes through, he’ll be on pace for a rehab outing probably 
Monday.”   
 
Once upon a time, sim games from Wood and Prior, the Dodgers bullpen coach who was on site if not 
on-hand for the sim game, were as much a part of the Circadian rhythm of Cubs baseball as batting 
practice and Wayne Messmer national anthems.  
 
Longtime scribes like Paul Sullivan, Bruce Miles and Carrie Muskat remember those simulated games 
with varying degrees of fondness. On Wednesday as we watched Darvish from the 1914 Club seats, 
Miles slid right back into his old role as sim game pitch counter. For the record, Darvish threw 51 pitches 
in three “innings.” 
 
When I got back to the press box, I went to a Chicago Tribune archives page and checked to see if 
Sullivan wrote a Prior sim game for the June 20, 2005 newspaper. Sure enough, he did. 
 
“The Cubs are so encouraged by Prior’s outing in a four-inning simulated game Friday they believe he’ll 
be ready after one more simulated game Wednesday in Milwaukee. That would put Prior on schedule to 
return around the same time as Kerry Wood–at the end of June.” 
 
Prior did return for a June 26 start on the South Side, where he pitched six scoreless innings in a 2-0 win 
over the White Sox. The rest of the season wasn’t as kind as Prior compiled a 4.07 ERA in 18 starts the 
rest of the way.  
 
(Also in that linked story, Dusty Baker named Jerome Williams as his fifth starter that day, if you forget 
how 2005 went.) 
 
Darvish has been on the DL with right triceps inflammation since May 26. He gave up one run in six 
innings in his last start May 20 in Cincinnati, which made him look like he was turning a corner in his 
star-crossed Cubs debut. 
 
“There was some anxiety beforehand,” Darvish said of his sim game, through his interpreter. “But I think 
it turned out to be better than I expected.” 
 
Why did he have anxiety? He wasn’t worried that Cubs fans were judging him from afar, was he? Did he 
think Gimenez was Periscoping his performance? 
 
“Definitely the elbow aspect,” he said. “The anxiety came from if I could throw with 100 percent 
condition.” 
 



 
Darvish liked his fastball and slider usage, acknowledging he’ll work on his curveball and splitter more as 
he gets back on the mound for real in a minor league rehab start. As it stands now, Darvish could return 
before the All-Star break next month.  
 
“Yeah, if things go smoothly and he doesn’t have a setback, I think that’s a strong possibility,” Hoyer 
said. “We’re not hurrying him back. I think with all of our guys right now, obviously we have to have C.J. 
back and Morrow back and Yu back. Obviously, that’s a positive. But you have to play for seven months 
and rushing a guy back and having him back on the DL right away doesn’t do anyone any good. To us, it’s 
about getting a guy fully healthy and not using any one series or one game or one week to try to make 
those decisions.” 
 
Speaking of the bullpen, Carl Edwards Jr. is looking good in his rehab for right shoulder inflammation, 
Maddon said, while Brandon Morrow just went on the DL with a pants-related back injury. 
 
With Morrow’s move, that puts more pressure on a bullpen that is walking a bit of a tightrope. With 
Morrow unavailable, Justin Wilson coughed up a one-run lead with two outs and two strikes in the ninth 
inning of Tuesday’s doubleheader opener, while the bullpen held on for a 10-inning victory in the 
nightcap. 
 
The one positive aspect of Darvish’s absence is it has allowed Mike Montgomery to thrive as a starter, 
putting together a rare “since 1908” performance. I really thought we were done with those, but 
apparently not. 
 
With that in mind, Darvish isn’t exactly facing the rabid demand for his return that Prior and Wood did 
during their injury-plagued years from 2004 through 2006. Jon Lester, Wednesday’s starter, is putting 
together a wildly successful season, and along with Kyle Hendricks and José Quintana, Montgomery has 
been very reliable. Tyler Chatwood, well, he only walked five guys in five innings Tuesday. 
 
Darvish might have been trying to pitch up to his contract before his injury and maybe this break will 
ease his mind a bit. Lester knows something about wanting to pitch to your paycheck.  
 
“I think that’s a byproduct of your own mind and your own being,” Lester said. “You want to try so hard 
to do well and kind of live up to your expectations that you kind of forget the process. I was guilty of 
that for probably two months in ’15 of worrying about stuff I can’t control. I’m trying to fulfill six years of 
a contract in one start, you know what I mean? As soon as you can kind of forget that and go back to the 
process that got you there … it’s easier said than done, for sure.” 
 
Even if Darvish can pitch past it, fans certainly won’t forget Darvish’s $126 million deal, even if the Cubs 
are doing fine without him. But for them to really catch fire, we all know they’ll need him in the rotation 
this summer, and obviously, in the fall when the Cubs and Dodgers could meet again. 
 
While Prior’s and Wood’s sim games became a running joke that exists to this day, Darvish should be 
back in reality soon enough. 
 
-- 
 
The Athletic 
Best offseason move the Cubs never made: trading Mike Montgomery 
By Patrick Mooney 
 



 
Cubs ace Jon Lester broke down Mike Montgomery’s position with brutal honesty and the perspective 
from having three World Series rings, a $155 million contract and 11-plus years of big-league service 
time. 
 
“Any other team, he’d be a starter,” Lester said. “And that’s a good thing to have. You feel like you get 
screwed, but at the same time, yeah, you can go pitch for Baltimore and suck and still have the same 
ERA and be 2-7, you know what I mean? 
 
“It’s a byproduct of being on a good team. You have guys who can go and fill and plug in and do a job 
and fill that void to get that guy back.” 
 
Montgomery knows the score. Rather than being, say, one of the other guys in a hypothetical 
blockbuster Manny Machado deal with the Orioles, the lefty swingman is now on a short list of MVPs for 
this Cubs team so far, smoothing over what could have become a very awkward situation. 
 
The day after the Los Angeles Dodgers won the 2017 National League pennant — and ended the Cubs’ 
2016 victory tour — president of baseball operations Theo Epstein sat through his exit press conference 
inside a Wrigley Field stadium club. 
 
Epstein listened to a question about Montgomery’s future, expecting the Cubs would have to replace 40 
percent of the rotation, knowing the farm system had zero starting pitching prospects on the horizon 
and sounding very open to the idea of trading one of their young big-league hitters. 
 
“In a typical Mike Montgomery year, he’ll probably come to spring training as a starter, stretch out as a 
starter,” Epstein said last October. “Barring something unusual in spring training, like extreme 
performance or injuries somewhere, he’ll probably start the year in the bullpen and he’ll pitch well out 
of the bullpen, the way he did this year. 
 
“And then at the end of the regular season, when you look up, he’ll have somewhere between 10 and 20 
starts. And you’ll say: ‘Wow, Mike Montgomery was really valuable this year.’” 
 
The Cubs are already saying it now in the middle of June. This should be considered an extreme 
performance. Five starts into his temporary gig, Montgomery is pitching like someone who won’t be 
leaving the rotation whenever Yu Darvish is activated from the disabled list. Tuesday’s day/night 
doubleheader split against the Dodgers highlighted the contrasts. 
 
Where Tyler Chatwood again struggled with his command in Game 1, leaving the bullpen to cover four 
innings during a one-run loss to the Dodgers, Montgomery kept the Cubs in Game 2, allowing them to 
outlast Rich Hill and celebrate a 2-1 walk-off win in the 10th inning. 
 
“I pitch well, good things happen,” Montgomery said. “I’ve always thought that. Opportunities, you’ve 
just got to make the most of ‘em. This team, we got a lot of good players here, so I’m just going to stick 
to my routine and then take it from there.” 
 
Props to Montgomery for speaking his mind, staying ready and backing it up with results. This is not 
someone who’s content with living off the 10th inning in Game 7. 
 
During an offseason that saw the Cubs invest $126 million in Darvish and give Chatwood a three-year, 
$38 million contract, Montgomery made it known he wanted the chance to start, without completely 
crossing over into trade-demand territory. By the time pitchers and catchers reported to spring training, 
Montgomery made it sound like he just wanted better communication from the front office and the 



 
coaching staff, so he could have a better chance at preserving his left arm and protecting his career 
interests. 
 
Montgomery wasn’t perfect Tuesday night, but he’s already shown enough composure to get the final 
out in the 2016 World Series and figured out a way to finish six innings in this one. Montgomery escaped 
a bases-loaded, no-outs jam in the second inning and worked around four walks and five hits. The 
Dodgers scored their only run against Montgomery when Austin Barnes knocked a two-out RBI single 
past diving shortstop Addison Russell in the sixth inning. 
 
Montgomery is the first Cub since at least 1908 to allow one run or fewer while pitching at least five 
innings in the first five starts of a season. The Cubs have won four of those five games, with 
Montgomery allowing only four runs in 29 2/3 innings. General manager Jed Hoyer has said the Cubs will 
use “common sense” when it comes to lining up Montgomery and the rest of the rotation. 
 
“We’ll just wait until everybody’s well and then we’ll make our decision,” manager Joe Maddon said. 
“The other thing about Monty to understand is how many innings has he pitched historically and you got 
to be careful with that, too. It’s a big-picture thing. You wait, you wait, you wait, then you make your 
best call. I just want him to continue to take start after start like this. Keep pitching like you want to 
remain in the rotation. Beautiful thing.” 
 
Montgomery accounted for 130-plus innings last season and — like basically all of his teammates — 
looked worn out by the end of the playoffs (16.62 ERA in five appearances). Chatwood has a 3.95 ERA 
through 14 starts and an unsustainable walk rate (63 in 68.1 innings). The Cubs are in the middle of a 17-
games-in-17-days stretch and already bracing for 23 straight days with a game between Aug. 21 and 
Sept. 12. 
 
“It’s also prudent to think about a six-man [rotation] in the second half when you start getting a little bit 
tired,” Maddon said. “What he’s doing right now is just setting us up for the rest of the year, setting 
himself up for the rest of the year. But, honestly, I have not even thought about that for a second. First, 
you got to get Yu well to even be worried about something like that.” 
 
The Cubs are 41-29 and a half-game behind the Milwaukee Brewers in the division because they keep 
getting contributions from all over the roster. Kris Bryant led off the 10th inning by drilling a triple into 
the right-field corner off 26th man Brock Stewart and scored on Albert Almora Jr.’s walk-off single, 
salvaging a doubleheader that will be mostly remembered for Brandon Morrow’s wardrobe malfunction. 
The Cubs closer was unavailable after injuring his back while taking his pants off early Monday morning, 
leading to a ninth-inning Game 1 meltdown. 
 
Montgomery is sticking with that next-man-up, start-to-start mentality. It’s better than pitching in 
Baltimore. 
 
“Keep learning,” Montgomery said. “It’s good to just really be a part of a team like this, and be a part 
that helps the team win. For me, I love that challenge. I love being in that spot where I play an important 
role.” 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Helped by D, Lester in charge as Cubs blank LA 
By Carrie Muskat 
 



 
CHICAGO -- Jon Lester admitted he didn't have his best stuff Wednesday. It didn't matter. He let his 
teammates pick him up with some stellar defense. 
 
Lester threw seven strong innings and Kyle Schwarber gave him a boost with a solo home run, his 
second in as many games, to lift the Cubs to a 4-0 victory over the Dodgers at Wrigley Field and take the 
series. 
 
"In the past, when we've won on a high level, we've played outstanding defense," Cubs manager Joe 
Maddon said. "It never gets old to watch that kind of baseball. The baserunning, the defense, the 
throws, all that kind of stuff. The real baseball purist loves that style of game." 
 
Kris Bryant and Anthony Rizzo also drove in runs for the Cubs, who have won 17 of their last 25 games. 
Schwarber ignored the wind and connected against Ross Stripling with two outs in the fourth inning to 
hand the Dodgers' starter his first loss in his last seven starts. 
 
Lester improved to 7-1 with a 1.58 ERA in his last 10 starts, giving up 11 earned runs over 62 2/3 innings 
in that stretch. 
 
"It wasn't exactly ideal on my end with pitching," Lester said. "I really didn't have much today and kind 
of grinded through that one. The defense, like I've said before, they've been picking us up all year. It's 
kind of like, 'Here, I don't have anything, just hit it and hopefully those guys run it down and catch it.' 
They did today." 
 
Cubs right fielder Jason Heyward threw out a runner at home and Javier Baez made an impressive 
unassisted double play to highlight some of the Cubs' stellar defense. 
 
"That's what we do, man," Baez said. "I'm not surprised. We try to do our best for our pitchers. Like I say 
all the time, great defense wins ballgames. We have great athletes out there." 
 
After the sixth inning, Lester's pitch count was at 109. Maddon had asked pitching coach Jim Hickey if he 
thought they could get another inning out of the lefty because the Cubs' bullpen had been realigned. 
Neither Maddon nor Hickey had to ask Lester; he volunteered for one more inning and finished with a 
season-high 119 pitches. 
 
"After the sixth inning, he said, 'I need to go out there for one more.' I said, 'You're absolutely right,'" 
Maddon said. 
 
"At that point, what's 15, 20 more pitches?" Lester said. 
 
Closer Brandon Morrow was placed on the disabled list before Wednesday's game, which left the Cubs' 
bullpen with five pitchers who began the season at Triple-A Iowa (Randy Rosario, Luke Farrell, Anthony 
Bass, Justin Hancock and Rob Zastryzny). 
 
As long as Lester's teammates are backing him, he'll be fine. 
 
"Now I'm relying a lot more on my defense," Lester said of how he's pitching this year compared to two 
years ago. "In '16, I had a lot better stuff, consistently better stuff. I've had starts this year where I've felt 
really good physically, been able to repeat and do the things I've done in the past. But obviously, I've 
thrown a lot of baseballs. There's some wear and tear there. I'm not going to be the same pitcher I was 
even last year or two years ago. 
 



 
"We're making adjustments. We're figuring out new ways to get guys out." 
 
This was the lefty's first meeting with the Dodgers since Game 2 of the 2017 National League 
Championship Series. He did not get a decision in that game, and the Cubs lost the series in five games. 
 
"Offensively, I thought it was one of our best offensive approaches in a game and Lester might have had 
a rabbit's foot in his pocket because he didn't have the command he normally has and we squared a lot 
of balls up," Dodgers manager Dave Roberts said. "Credit to them for making some very good plays and 
to Jon for hanging in there for seven innings." 
 
These two teams won't have to wait until October to play again. They begin a four-game series on 
Monday night in Los Angeles. 
 
"It's just an experienced series," Heyward said. "Good baseball, good teams, teams that have been to 
the NLCS, teams that have been to the postseason and that's that." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Home run derby: With two outs in the Cubs' fourth, Schwarber launched the first pitch from Stripling, a 
changeup, 429 feet to left-center field for his 14th homer, matching Baez for the team lead. 
 
"[First-pitch] changeup. Pretty dumb pitch, really," Stripling said. "Just trying to get ahead and threw too 
fat of a pitch, and he clobbered it. I mean, that was into the wind and 10 rows up in center field. Not a 
smart pitch." 
 
El Mago: Baez doubled in the second and fifth and also tripled in the seventh and scored on pinch-hitter 
Tommy La Stella's single. It was Baez's first career game with three extra-base hits. Baez also contributed 
on defense. Enrique Hernandez was at second with nobody out in the Dodgers' eighth when Justin 
Turner lined out to Baez, who made the catch and dove head-first to beat Hernandez back to the bag. 
 
"He just plays like a free safety," Maddon said. "He throws his whole body out there all the time and 
gets back up. He's got that flare about him -- people want to see Javy play. When his name is 
announced, the place erupts all the time. He's always in the middle of something good." 
 
SOUND SMART 
The Cubs improved to 15-1 in their last 23 games since May 27 when they score at least two runs in a 
game. 
 
Lester has pitched at least six innings and given up one or zero runs in 44 starts since the start of 2015, 
tied for the most such outings in the Majors with Max Scherzer and Jake Arrieta. 
 
YOU GOTTA SEE THIS 
Heyward and Willson Contreras combined for a stellar double play in the Dodgers' third. Chris Taylor hit 
a one-out double off Lester but didn't try to score on Hernandez's single to left, deciding not to 
challenge Schwarber's arm. Turner then flied out to right and Taylor tagged up and tried to score, but 
Heyward fired a perfect strike home to Contreras to get the runner. Contreras needed minor treatment 
from athletic trainer PJ Mainville after the collision for a bloody nose, then fired the ball over the roof to 
celebrate the play. 
 
"That's a grand slam right there, that's a beautiful thing," Maddon said of the impact the play had. 
 
HE SAID IT 



 
"To be able to get two out of three after losing the first game [Tuesday] in the manner that we did, I give 
our guys a lot of credit." -- Maddon of the three-game series, which began with the Dodgers rallying in 
the ninth inning for a win 
 
UP NEXT 
Kyle Hendricks gets the nod as the Cubs open a four-game series in Cincinnati on Thursday. Hendricks 
ended a personal three-game losing streak with a win in his last start. The goal now may be to get 
through the first inning without giving up a home run. He has served up 14 homers this season, seven in 
the first inning. He did not get a decision vs. the Reds on May 19, giving up three earned runs over five 
innings. Cincinnati will counter with Matt Harvey, who makes the first pitch at 6:10 p.m. CT at Great 
American Ball Park. 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Heyward makes case for throw of the year 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- He ended up with a bloody nose, but Cubs catcher Willson Contreras still held on to the ball, 
completing a stellar double play in the third inning of Chicago's 4-0 win over the Dodgers on 
Wednesday. 
 
After hitting a one-out ground-rule double to center field, Dodgers leadoff batter Chris Taylor didn't try 
to score on Enrique Hernandez's single to left, deciding not to challenge Kyle Schwarber's arm. Justin 
Turner then flied out to right fielder Jason Heyward, and Taylor tagged up and tried to score. But 
Heyward fired a perfect strike home to Contreras to get the runner. 
 
"I just envision that," Heyward said. "I know Turner, he hits the ball in the air that way a lot, and 
especially with a man on third base and less than two [outs], he's going to get the job done. I envisioned 
that, and it worked out. Great play by Willie. I feel every time I've thrown the ball home, he's gotten the 
guy out." 
 
Said center fielder Albert Almora Jr.: "It was unbelievable to be a witness and to be right next to 
[Heyward]. I'll be honest, when the ball was hit, I was like, 'That's kind of deep.' You've got Taylor 
running, who is a good runner. As soon as he let it go, I was like, 'He's out.' It's unbelievable to be a part 
of and witness day in and day out." 
 
The play energized the Cubs, who went on to beat the Dodgers and take the series. 
 
"That's a grand slam right there. That's a beautiful thing," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. 
 
"I don't know if there's a video of us, but I lost my voice, we were screaming so loud," Almora said. "It's 
such a great play." 
 
Contreras needed minor treatment from athletic trainer PJ Mainville after the collision, then fired the 
ball over the roof to celebrate the play. 
 
Heyward isn't the only Cubs outfielder who scares opposing baserunners. Schwarber, who leads all 
National League left fielders with seven assists, is joining the list. 
 



 
"I feel they'll learn quickly on 'Schwarb,' if they haven't already," Heyward said. "You have to earn that 
respect, you have to earn that sense of caution from the third-base coach. Please keep running on me in 
those situations. I want it to happen. I think the biggest thing is we all want the ball, we all want to be 
ready, we all want to make the play." 
 
The Heyward-to-Contreras play wasn't the only defensive highlight. Almora had a great catch in the 
seventh to rob Yasiel Puig of a potential hit, and Javier Baez moved from shortstop to second in the 
eighth inning and made an unassisted double play. 
 
"We just keep making plays for our pitcher and they love it," Baez said. 
 
Starting pitcher Jon Lester jokingly shrugged off the defensive gems. 
 
"[Almora] comes in and dives for one, and I'm just like, 'I'm done clapping for you guys,'" Lester said. 
"It's expected now that these guys make these plays. It's fun on our end. It's the, 'Here, hit it. Our guys 
are really good out there, and they're going to run it down.'" 
Almora noticed that Lester didn't acknowledge his catch. 
 
"You know what? I saw the replay of when I made the play, I immediately looked at Jon to see if he was 
clapping, and he didn't," Almora laughed. "I was [ticked]. No, I gave him a big hug and congratulated him 
for a great outing. But I need some clapping." 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Morrow injured taking off pants, lands on DL 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- The Cubs will be mixing and matching at closer after placing Brandon Morrow on the 10-day 
disabled list, retroactive to Sunday, because of tightness in his back. 
 
The Cubs will keep reliever Justin Hancock on the roster to take Morrow's spot. Hancock was the 26th 
man added for Tuesday's doubleheader against the Dodgers. 
 
Morrow injured his back taking his pants off early Monday when he got home after the Cubs' road trip. 
 
"It's frustrating any time you can't get out there, especially when you can't go for something as stupid as 
taking your pants off," Morrow said on Tuesday. "Getting hurt any time is frustrating, but when it's not 
related to throwing a baseball, it's even more frustrating." 
 
Manager Joe Maddon said Morrow may have been dehydrated after the Cubs' series in St. Louis. 
 
"It's one of those freakish things," Maddon said. "People bend over and hurt their backs all the time." 
 
The Cubs are in the midst of playing 17 games in consecutive days and didn't want to go to Cincinnati 
this weekend short-handed. 
 
"I don't want [Morrow] to go out there and pitch coming off that right now," Maddon said of Morrow. 
"There's really no reason for him to rush it back. I prefer him getting 100 percent well and getting back 
out there when it's right. We cannot go through this weekend, if in fact we play, with less than a full 
bullpen." 



 
 
The Cubs are also missing Carl Edwards Jr., who is on the disabled list with right shoulder inflammation. 
He was making progress, but there's no timetable for his return. Left-hander Brian Duensing is on the 
bereavement list and could rejoin the team Friday. 
 
Morrow was feeling better before Wednesday's 4-0 win over the Dodgers, but said he'd probably need 
two to three days to heal, and he understood the decision to place him on the DL. He's also gotten some 
ribbing because of the way he injured his back. 
 
"Anybody who has had a back spasm knows you can get it doing anything -- brushing your teeth, 
sneezing, picking up a kid," Morrow said. "I think almost everyone has a story. People hitting me up on 
Twitter were kind of making fun of me, but also people were saying, 'Hey, I sneezed last week, and I 
haven't been able to move since.' 
 
"I was just saying it because that's how it happened. I wasn't thinking about it being a joke or anything. 
It's definitely not the best way you want to do it." 
 
Morrow doesn't feel the pain as much when he's walking around, but sitting is tough. He may be 
standing during the Cubs' flight to Cincinnati. 
 
So who's the closer? 
 
"It'll be a matchup backside, yes," Maddon said. 
 
Hancock is one of the candidates to close, along with Pedro Strop, Steve Cishek and lefty Justin Wilson. 
Cishek has been in the closer role for the Marlins and Mariners and is 2-for-4 in save situations this 
season with the Cubs. 
 
"I don't want to downplay it," Cubs general manager Jed Hoyer said about Morrow's injury. "He had 
back spasms. He had the same thing in Spring Training. We started treating it the same way we treated 
it in Spring Training, and I think he was out about a week, 10 days. If things go as we hope, it will be the 
kind of thing where he'd probably be able to be throwing before the 10 days are up. If he's not going to 
be ready all weekend, we can backdate it three days, so it makes sense to put him on the DL. He 
understood that." 
 
-- 
 
Cubs.com 
Darvish (triceps) impresses in simulated game 
By Carrie Muskat 
 
CHICAGO -- The Cubs were encouraged by Yu Darvish's outing in a simulated game Wednesday, and the 
right-hander may need just one rehab start before he's ready to return to the rotation. 
 
Darvish threw 51 pitches over three simulated innings, facing teammates Ian Happ and Tommy La Stella 
at Wrigley Field while manager Joe Maddon, president of baseball operations Theo Epstein, general 
manager Jed Hoyer and the coaching staff all watched. 
 
"Really good. I'll take it," Maddon said after the workout. "That was outstanding, actually. Great 
command, great jump on the fastball. His slider was there, and I think he threw one or two splitters at 



 
the end. You can't ask for anything more, he looked that good. The delivery was easy, solid. He had a 
smile on his face, so that means he probably felt pretty good about it. We'll evaluate it again tomorrow." 
 
The Cubs want to see how Darvish feels after the session. He's been on the disabled list since May 23 
because of inflammation in his right triceps. Darvish admitted to feeling a little nervous before the sim 
game because he wasn't sure how his arm would feel. 
 
"There was some anxiety beforehand, but I think it turned out to be better than I expected," Darvish 
said through his interpreter. "The anxiety came from whether I could throw at 100 percent." 
 
"I thought he looked free and easy," Hoyer said. "He was throwing all his pitches. He ended with a split. I 
felt like if he's doing that, he feels pretty good. I thought his tempo was good. So all in all, I think that 
was positive." 
 
Hoyer said if Darvish passes all the tests on Thursday, the next step could be a rehab outing Monday. 
 
"I've been playing catch every week, and every time I do, I still have that good feeling from that game 
against Cincinnati," Darvish said of his last start on May 20, when he threw six innings against the Reds, 
giving up one run on two hits. "From that aspect, it didn't feel like it's been a month without pitching." 
 
The right-hander threw all of his pitches during his workout. 
 
"Four-seam fastball was great," he said. "I don't think I had any problems with that. Slider, that was 
working well. Curveball and splitter, that's something I still need to work on, but I think that will get 
better as we go deeper." 
 
The Cubs are hopeful Darvish can return to the rotation before the All-Star break. 
 
"I think if things go smoothly and there's no setback, that's a strong possibility," Hoyer said. "We're not 
hurrying him back. I think with all of our guys, we want to have [Carl Edwards Jr.] back, [Brandon] 
Morrow back and Yu back. We have to play for hopefully seven months. Rushing the guy back and 
having him back on the DL doesn't do anyone any good. 
 
"To us, it's about getting him back fully healthy and not using any one series or one game or one week to 
make those decisions." 
 
-- 
 
ESPNChicago.com 
Cubs show Dodgers -- and everyone else -- they're the team to beat in NL 
By Bradford Doolittle 
 
CHICAGO -- Teams don't establish themselves as "the team to beat" on the basis of a regular-season 
series in baseball, especially one that unfolds over two chilly weekdays in the middle of June. Still, after 
a series pitting the past two National League pennant winners against each other, this seems like as 
good a time as any to point out that the Chicago Cubs are the Senior Circuit's team to beat. 
 
They've wrested that mantle from the preseason favorite Los Angeles Dodgers, whom the Cubs beat 4-0 
on Wednesday. The victory gave Chicago a series win in a three-game set that unfolded over 28 hours 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, thanks to Monday night's rain/blackout. L.A.'s only win came in the first 



 
game of Tuesday's doubleheader, and in that one, the Dodgers needed a two-run, ninth-inning rally 
against a Chicago bullpen missing its closer. 
 
"I love it," Cubs manager Joe Maddon said. "Don't you love it? I mean, that's what everybody is looking 
for. We still hit the home run, but this field taketh away a lot. You could see it today with the fog 
blowing in. So we put the ball on the line." 
 
It wasn't a bad series for the Dodgers. Their corporate playing style was on display, with take after take 
at the plate resulting in walk after walk. They pitched well and made few miscues in the field or on the 
basepaths. With better situational success, the Dodgers easily could have swept the Cubs. But even if 
that had happened, it would still feel like the Dodgers lack something in comparison to Chicago -- call it 
athleticism, daring or some other ephemeral trait that makes stat geeks roll their eyes. 
 
Simply put, the Cubs do most everything that the Dodgers do as well as the Dodgers do it, but the Cubs' 
athleticism, bat-to-ball skills, willingness to hit to all fields, to hit and run, to steal a base -- all of this has 
created a separation between the two powerhouses. For now. 
 
"Really big," the Cubs' Javier Baez said of winning the series. "They are hot right now, and they have a 
great team. Great hitters and obviously great pitching." 
 
But this series is not why Chicago has emerged as the NL favorite, something that isn't immediately 
obvious from a glance at the standings. With the win, the Cubs were in a virtual tie with the Milwaukee 
Brewers, entering their game later Wednesday, atop the NL Central. Meanwhile, the Dodgers fell two 
games back of the idle Arizona Diamondbacks in the NL West. While the American League has largely 
unfolded according to preseason expectations, it has been an upside-down first half in the NL. And while 
the paths of either or both the Cubs and Dodgers still could be derailed, nothing has happened to knock 
them off their projection-based perches as league favorites. 
 
Chicago's array of strengths was evident during the matchup this week, especially on Wednesday. Kyle 
Schwarber homered for the second straight day with a shot into the wind that still reached the batter's 
eye in dead center. There was a successful hit-and-run, with Ben Zobrist punching a base hit to the 
opposite field against an L.A. shift that set up the Cubs' first run. 
 
And there was Baez, doing what he has been doing for years now at Wrigley Field before a home crowd 
that adores him. Baez doubled to the left-field fence twice, then tripled with another shot that bounded 
away from Matt Kemp in left. Baez slid hard to beat the throw to third and looked like he had jammed 
his ankle or foot on the bag, though he later said his thumb was the problem. 
 
However, a couple of innings later, after Enrique Hernandez's leadoff double, Baez snared a Justin 
Turner line drive that appeared headed for center field, then hurled his body at the second-base bag, 
reaching it just in time to double off Hernandez. He also stole a base and scored two of Chicago's four 
runs. 
 
Seriously, have you ever seen a player throw his body around on the field as much as Baez does? 
 
"Chuck Cecil, the free safety," Maddon joked. "He just plays like a free safety. He throws his helmet, his 
whole body, out there all the time. But he gets back up, and he's got that flair about him. People want to 
come see Javy play. When his name is announced, the place erupts all the time. But he's always in the 
middle of something good." 
 



 
The funny thing about Baez is that while his exploits leave his fans often thrilled -- and often worried 
because he's always shaking off an injury -- he says he has to play that way to stay healthy. 
Rationalization, it seems, is a powerful weapon. 
 
"I do my best," Baez said. "I gotta play hard. If I don't play hard, that's when injuries come. I'm just trying 
to stay healthy the whole year." 
 
OK, Javy. And Evel Knievel jumped over all those buses on his motorcycle so he wouldn't get run over by 
them. 
 
Anyway, with Baez leading the way, the Cubs were all over the field defensively in the series. On 
Wednesday, Albert Almora Jr. made a diving catch coming in on a sinking liner off the bat of Yasiel Puig. 
Heyward threw out Chris Taylor at the plate in the third, with catcher Willson Contreras making a nice 
tag to complete the play. Contreras got a bloody nose for his trouble and, after pausing to collect 
himself, wheeled and fired the ball into the upper deck to a section of fans not used to getting 
souvenirs. 
 
"[Almora] comes in and dives for one," Lester said. "I'm just like, 'OK, I'm done clapping for you guys.' I 
mean, it's expected now that these guys make these plays. It's fun. [For pitchers, it's like,] here, hit it, 
and those guys are going to run it down." 
 
This is the kind of flair and intensity Chicago displayed for a full season during its 2016 championship 
run, but there is more evidence of this dynamism than subjective thrills. According to the baserunning 
metric at Fangraphs.com, the Cubs lead all of baseball in extra value from their exploits on the 
basepaths. Meanwhile, Chicago ranks third in defensive runs saved, a hallmark of that 2016 team. The 
Dodgers are currently below average. 
 
"That's what we do, man," Baez said. "I'm not surprised. We tried to do our best for our pitcher. Great 
defense wins ballgames, and we know we're going to score runs for our pitchers." 
 
Chicago has the league's best run differential at plus-99, well ahead of second-place Atlanta (plus-73), 
while the Dodgers sit third with plus-52. The Dodgers' mark is all the more remarkable given their injury 
woes, which at one point had franchise shortstop Corey Seager, 2017 MVP candidate Justin Turner and 
longtime ace Clayton Kershaw on the disabled list, not to mention three of Kershaw's rotation mates. 
Despite that, the Dodgers have won 22 of 31 even after dropping the last two games in Chicago. 
 
There are countless ways this could go off the rails, but we could well be lining up for a third straight 
Chicago-L.A. National League Championship Series. The Cubs knocked off the Dodgers en route to their 
2016 championship, while L.A. beat the Cubs in October for its first pennant in 30 years. 
 
If we do get that three-peat, right now it looks like the Cubs would be the favorites. Part of that is due to 
metrics, but part of it is the extra layer of dynamism that was on display this week at Wrigley Field. 
 
"It was an experienced series," Cubs right fielder Jason Heyward said. "Good baseball, good teams, 
teams that have been to the NLCS and the postseason." 
 
If you go position by position, the Cubs are a team with only a couple of possible holes, and there might 
be none at all. Chicago ranks in the top eight by WAR at every position on the field except first base and 
ranks third in the bullpen. The rotation lags at 18th. 
 



 
Meanwhile, the Dodgers rank in the top 10 at five positions. One of those is first base; another is right 
field, where Puig and his cohorts rank one spot above Heyward and his. At L.A.'s three other top-10 
spots, the Cubs are better -- as is the case at the spots at which the Dodgers have struggled. 
 
As for first base, the Dodgers have fared well enough with Cody Bellinger, Max Muncy and others, but 
the Cubs' lackluster standing is largely due to the slow start by perennial All-Star Anthony Rizzo. That 
might not be an advantage for the Dodgers at all. 
 
Among the pitching staffs, the L.A. ragtag group has hung together thanks to the efforts of replacements 
such as Wednesday's starter Ross Stripling, who took the loss but has been exceptional all season. With 
Kershaw nearing his return from a back injury and Rich Hill back from the DL with his best 2018 outing 
under his belt -- six shutout innings Tuesday in Chicago -- the Dodgers' starting staff should once again 
be elite. 
 
The Cubs' rotation might have its best days ahead of it as well. Yu Darvish (right biceps tendinitis) threw 
a simulated game at Wrigley Field before Wednesday's game and by all accounts looked good. 
Meanwhile, Lester has had three seven-inning, zero-run performances in his past four outings, and his 
season ERA is all the way down to 2.10. Mike Montgomery has emerged as an impact option in the 
rotation, which has continued to get steady performances from Kyle Hendricks. 
 
Chicago's biggest edge on the stat sheet might come in the bullpen. Closer Brandon Morrow hit the 
disabled list Wednesday because of back tightness, but he has given Chicago a comparable back-of-the-
bullpen option to what the Dodgers have in Kenley Jansen, who has recovered his effectiveness, if not 
his old strikeout rate, after early-season struggles. In front of the closers, things have crystallized much 
more for Chicago than they have for Los Angeles, partially because Morrow, Jansen's setup guy last year, 
is now a Cub. 
 
The Dodgers have survived the rough early part of the season, and perhaps their resilience will pay off in 
the months to come as the stars get back into the fold and, hopefully, recover their accustomed levels of 
performance. However, Seager is out for the year, and in a mano y mano comparison with the Cubs, 
that leaves the Dodgers short a star against a team that can match them in strength atop the roster, in 
roster depth and even in the key area of roster versatility. 
 
"It's a good group," Lester said. "It makes you come to work every day and appreciate what you've been 
given." 
 
The pennant races haven't even heated up in the National League, and the Cubs and Dodgers have 
plenty of work ahead before they can start eyeing a third straight postseason clash. We can look ahead, 
though, and right now, it sure looks like the Cubs, not the Dodgers, are better situated for such a 
matchup. They simply have more ways to win. 
 
"They all understand that Renaissance chicks dig the leather," Maddon said. "Just look at the Mona Lisa, 
and you'll see that. That's what we're capable of doing. In the past when we've won at a high level, 
we've played outstanding defense. It never gets old to watch that kind of baseball -- the baserunning, 
the defense, the throws, all of that stuff." 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Pants, seat of the pants and sim games: The current state of Cubs pitching 
By Tony Andracki 



 
 
Dominating. 
 
That's how a smiling Theo Epstein described Yu Darvish's simulated game at Wrigley Field Wednesday 
morning. 
 
Meanwhile, in the bowels of the "Friendly Confines," the Cubs' clubhouse was getting used to the idea 
of closer Brandon Morrow on the disabled list. 
 
Such is life for the current state of affairs for the Cubs pitching staff with their two biggest additions 
from the winter now on the shelf at the same time. 
 
Darvish threw roughly 50 pitches in his sim game against hitters Ian Happ and Tommy La Stella. He 
worked in all his pitches and liked the way his fastball and slider felt, but needs to refine his curveball 
and splitter with more work. 
 
"I feel good," Darvish said through a translator. "There was some anxiety beforehand, but I think it 
turned out to be better than I expected." 
 
Darvish said the anxiety stemmed mostly from his past elbow injury that required Tommy John surgery 
in 2014. 
 
"Definitly the elbow aspect," Darvish said. "The anxiety came from whether I could throw at 100 percent 
condition." 
 
This is the second time Darvish has mentioned his past elbow injury is in the back of his mind as he's 
worked through the current triceps issue. He said the same thing last week in Milwaukee after his first 
bullpen session. 
 
Remember, too, Darvish was concerned about the possibility of cramps in his arm in his Cubs debut in 
Miami in late March. 
 
It appears as if he has some mental hurdles to work through with his history of elbow problems, but he 
hasn't reported pain in weeks now and the MRI showed no structural damage in late May. 
 
The Cubs do not yet have a set plan for Darvish after this sim game and will evaluate how he feels 
Thursday. If the reports are all good, he could head out on a rehab assignment shortly. 
 
Darvish said he would only need one rehab start before he'd be ready to rejoin the Cubs rotation. 
 
Meanwhile, Morrow's back tightened up on him in the wee hours of Monday morning after the Cubs 
made the trip back from the night game in St. Louis. He hurt his back taking off his pants, he said, and 
was unavailable Monday and Tuesday before the Cubs put him on the disabled list Wednesday morning. 
 
"It's just one of those freakish things," Maddon said. "People bend over and hurt their backs all the 
time." 
 
The Cubs have been uber cautious with Morrow all year with his injury history and now that they're in 
the midst of a stretch of 14 games in 13 days thanks to Tuesday's doubleheader, can't afford to not have 
a fresh arm in the bullpen. 
 



 
"We thought it would be wise to give him a couple days," Joe Maddon said. "It's like a back spasm, back 
tightness. We just can't go with one less pitcher right now coming off the doubleheader.  
 
"...It's for him, too. I don't want him to go out there and pitch coming off that right now. There's really 
no reason to rush it back. Prefer him getting 100 percent well, getting him back out there when it's right 
and then moving on from there." 
 
In Morrow's absence, Maddon will play matchups with the closing options as he did in Game 1 Tuesday. 
Steve Cishek, Justin Wilson and Pedro Strop all have experience closing. 
 
The Cubs also don't have an update yet on Carl Edwards Jr. as he works his way back from a shoulder 
injury. He's been throwing from flat ground and looking "outstanding," Maddon said, but the team 
doesn't have a finish line yet. Edwards would probably need a short rehab stint before returning, too. 
 
Then there's Brian Duensing, who is currently on the bereavement list due to the passing of his 
grandfather. The Cubs expect to have their left-handed veteran back by Friday. 
 
All told, the Cubs are without Morrow, Edwards, Duensing, Mike Montgomery (rotation) and Eddie 
Butler (DL - groin) from their Opening Day bullpen. Only Cishek, Strop and Wilson remain from the 
group. 
 
In their stead are Luke Farrell, Justin Hancock, Randy Rosario, Rob Zastryzny and Anthony Bass — all 5 of 
which have been pretty successful during their time in Chicago. 
 
As if there wasn't already enough complications with the Cubs pitching staff, here are three more: 
 
—The weather in Cincinnati this weekend 
—Tyler Chatwood's wife is about to have the couple's first child 
—Monday's rain/light-out at Wrigley Field pushed Chatwood back a day, so he cannot start Saturday's 
game 
 
Let's start with the weather. As of Wednesday afternoon, there was a 100 percent chance of rain all day 
in Cincinnati on Thursday, where the Cubs begin a four-game series. The forecast doesn't look much 
better for Friday, either. 
 
Even if the Cubs are able to play every game as scheduled, who will start Saturday? It can't be any of the 
current rotation members given none would be on regular rest.  
 
Chatwood would be in line to start Sunday's series finale in Cincinnati, but that's only if his wife isn't 
given birth at the time. 
 
So right now, the Cubs don't know who's going to start either game this weekend. They could call 
somebody up from the minor leagues or give the ball to Farrell, who is still stretched out enough to give 
them 4-5 innings or so. 
 
"It's totally by ear," Maddon said. "This is absolutely seat of the pants. We have Farrell, of course. By not 
using Farrell [Thursday or Friday], he would be a consideration, no question.  
 
"But other than that, we got a baby on the way, we got all kinds of stuff going on, so we're just gonna 
have to play that by ear." 
 



 
With the pitching shortage, it makes what Jon Lester (7 shutout innings Wednesday) and Mike 
Montgomery (6 innings in Game 2 Tuesday) even more important to the overall health of the unit, 
eating up innings at a desperate time. 
 
The Cubs' next off-day won't come until July 2, barring any weather delays. So this stretch will be huge 
for how Maddon and the Cubs coaching staff/front office handles the pitching staff. 
 
But hey, at least it's only June and not October. 
 
-- 
 
NBC Sports Chicago 
Brandon Morrow lands on DL after hurting back while taking his pants off 
By Charlie Roumeliotis 
 
Remember that one time Sammy Sosa threw out his back while sneezing? Well, Brandon Morrow may 
have topped that on the Cubs all-time list of wacky injuries. 
 
The 33-year-old closer was placed on the 10-day disabled list prior to Wednesday's game after hurting 
his back while taking his pants off upon returning from the team's road trip to St. Louis. It's being labeled 
as "lower back tightness." 
 
"It's frustrating any time you can't get out there, and especially when you can't go because of something 
stupid like taking your pants off," Morrow told reporters on Tuesday. 
 
And that's put the Cubs pitching staff in a tough spot for the rest of the week, given Wednesday's series 
finale against the Dodgers is the third game in a little more than 24 hours for the Cubs. 
 
"I don't want to downplay anything," Cubs general manager Jed Hoyer said. "Obviously he had back 
spams, he had the same thing in spring training. We'll start treating it the same way we did in spring 
training; I think he was out about a week to 10 days. If things go as we hope, I think it'd be the kind of 
thing where he'd probably be able to be throwing before the 10 days is up. 
 
"But we felt like it wasn't going to be something where he was ready this weekend and if he's not going 
to be ready all weekend, we can already backdate it three days so it made sense to put him on the DL." 
 
Morrow is tied for fifth in the National League with 16 saves and owns a 1.59 ERA is 26 relief 
appearances this season. Justin Hancock, who served as the 26th man during Tuesday's doubleheader, 
stayed with the team as a result. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Jon Lester digs deep for 119 pitches, improves to 9-2 as Cubs blank Dodgers 4-0 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Jon Lester carried a heavy load Wednesday for a short-staffed pitching corps. 
 
And a willing Lester came through, throwing a season-high 119 pitches in leading the Cubs to a 4-0 
victory over the Dodgers. 
 



 
“At that point, what’s 15 or 20 more pitches?” said Lester, who didn’t need to convince manager Joe 
Maddon to let him pitch another inning after throwing 106 through six. 
 
Now the Cubs will need contributions from all facets through at least an eight-game trip that starts 
Thursday night in Cincinnati with Brandon Morrow, Yu Darvish and Carl Edwards out with injuries and 
Tyler Chatwood’s next start somewhat in question because his wife Veronica is expecting their first 
child. 
 
Highlight-caliber defense and timely hitting allowed the Cubs to survive without Morrow after the closer 
was placed on the 10-day disabled list, retroactive to Sunday, because of back stiffness and won’t be 
eligible to return until Wednesday. 
 
“It would have taken two or three days, but then we’re down an arm,” said Morrow, who disclosed he 
experienced similar discomfort after throwing a pitch in spring training. “It didn’t lock me down as much 
(then).” 
 
The Cubs haven’t listed starters for Saturday or Sunday and will assess their options. The Cubs may use 
Luke Farrell or their entire bullpen for Saturday. 
 
For his part, Darvish believes he will need only one minor-league rehab start — which could come as 
soon as Monday — after throwing 51 pitches in a simulated game Wednesday in front of President Theo 
Epstein, general manager Jed Hoyer, manager Joe Maddon and pitching coach Jim Hickey. 
 
“It turned out to be better than expected,” said Darvish, who hasn’t pitched since May 20 because of 
tendinitis in his right triceps. 
 
Nevertheless, Darvish won’t rejoin the Cubs until they return from their trip at the earliest. Edwards, 
who is recovering from right shoulder inflammation, is awaiting word on when he can resume throwing 
off a mound or start a rehab assignment. 
 
Meanwhile, left-handed reliever Brian Duensing could return from the bereavement list by Friday. 
 
Lester acknowledged he might get an extra day of rest before his next outing but knew he had to stretch 
his limits because of the bullpen usage in Tuesday’s doubleheader, the team’s first games with Morrow 
unavailable. 
 
“Jon gave us what we need,” Maddon said. 
 
Lester (9-2) was the beneficiary of numerous fine defensive plays and managed to lower his ERA to 2.10 
while winning his fifth consecutive start. Lester is 8-2 with a 1.67 ERA over his last 12 games and 
improved to 4-1 with a 1.25 ERA in seven home outings. 
 
The offense provided enough timely hitting against Ross Stripling (6-2), whose six-game winning streak 
was snapped. 
 
Ben Zobrist’s perfectly executed hit-and-run play set up Anthony Rizzo for his 48th RBI in the first inning, 
and Kyle Schwarber muscled a home run to center in the fourth (his third in six games) despite a stiff 
breeze blowing from the northwest. Slugger Kris Bryant, batting leadoff for the third consecutive game, 
had an RBI single in the fifth, and Javier Baez scored the game’s final run in the seventh after he tripled 
and came home on Tommy La Stella’s pinch single. 
 



 
“I love it,” Maddon said of the “swarming” offense that included 12 hits and one walk. “Don’t you love 
it? That’s what everyone is looking for. We put the ball on the line.” 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Brandon Morrow injured himself taking off his pants, the latest in a long line of strange Cubs mishaps 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
Cubs closer Brandon Morrow deserves some credit for telling the truth about his back injury. 
 
He could have gone the easy route and just told the media he hurt himself bending over. 
 
Instead, Morrow said Tuesday he incurred back spasms taking off his pants, assuring all the wise guys in 
the media and on Twitter would mock him. 
 
The Athletic called it a “pants-related” back injury, while ESPN talking head Jay Bilas quipped on “Get 
Up!”: “Those skinny jeans are hard to get off.” 
 
Morrow’s injury prompted a segment about wacky injuries on the happy-talk morning show, which led 
to co-host Jalen Rose’s response: “Well, we assume he’s telling the truth.” 
 
Rose, of course, is an expert on truth-telling, having admitted in 2012 that he intentionally tried to injure 
Kobe Bryant 12 years earlier in the 2000 NBA Finals. 
 
Morrow assuredly wouldn’t make up an embarrassing story about himself, especially in this day and age. 
But the Cubs did hide a back issue of his in spring training, only to reveal it Wednesday. 
 
“We’re sort of treating it the same way we did in spring training,” general manager Jed Hoyer said. “I 
think he was out about a week to 10 days.” 
 
Morrow said Wednesday he “jammed the same area (in the back in the spring)” but added it wasn’t as 
serious as this one, which led to a 10-day stint on the disabled list. 
 
“Slightly different, but kind of in the same area,” he said. 
 
I asked Morrow if he considered giving a less descriptive version of how he injured himself, knowing he 
would be mocked on TV, radio and the internet for saying he had hurt his back taking off his pants. 
 
“Anybody who has had a back spasm knows you can pretty much get it any way,” he said. “Brushing 
your teeth, sneezing, picking up a kid. … Almost everybody has a story about doing it, so I just said how I 
did it.” 
 
Kudos to him. Morrow probably wasn’t aware of the Cubs’ bizarre history of injuries, which included 
Sammy Sosa famously sneezing his way onto the disabled list in 2004, suffering an oblique injury with a 
ginormous sneeze in the clubhouse in San Diego. 
 
The Cubs couldn’t hide it because it happened in front of reporters. They did try to hide the news when 
shortstop Shawon Dunston seriously injured his back in the winter of 1991 and was hospitalized at 
Northwestern Memorial in January ‘92. A Cubs spokesman downplayed it, saying it was “just some little 
thing in everyday life that usually goes unnoticed.” 



 
 
It was revealed later that Dunston injured his back lifting his daughter out of her car seat. In May of that 
year he had surgery for a herniated disc and was out of action. 
 
After Sosa’s sneeze-related injury in ’04, Dunston said: “(Cubs management) believes Sammy when he 
says he hurt his back sneezing, but they didn’t believe me when I hurt my back picking up my daughter.” 
 
It’s easy to mock a back injury unless, of course, you have had one. 
 
“People pin me up on Twitter, kind of making fun of me,” Morrow said. “And also people are like, ‘Hey, I 
sneezed last week and haven’t been able to move since. I feel your pain.’ ” 
 
Former Cubs manager Lou Piniella used to call bizarre injuries “Cubbie occurrences,” suggesting they 
could happen only to a franchise as cursed as the Cubs. 
 
When Ryan Dempster leaped over the dugout fence at Wrigley Field in 2009 to celebrate a victory, he 
caught his foot on the rail and slammed to the ground, breaking the big toe on his right foot and putting 
him out for a month. 
 
“Just a coincidence,” Dempster said afterward, absolving the franchise of bad karma. 
 
There have been quite a few strange Cubs injuries over the years, many of which I had to report, 
including the day Mike Remlinger sprained his pinkie finger between two recliners in the clubhouse, 
when Kerry Wood slipped in a hot tub in spring training and when Carlos Zambrano cramped from using 
the internet too much. 
 
Before my time, Steve Trout famously fell off an exercise bike, and outfielder Jose Cardenal was up all 
night because of crickets in his hotel room. He subsequently missed a Cactus League game with “stuck 
eyelids.” 
 
Mike Royko helped make Cardenal a folk hero with that story. 
 
“Other teams have ordinary injuries — sprained ankles, charley horses, broken contracts — but the Cubs 
have the only sticking eyelid in baseball,” Royko wrote. 
 
Cardenal and I reminisced about the story last January at the Cubs Convention, and he’s still laughing 
about it. 
 
“Royko loved to write about that,” he said. “I have that article framed at my home.” 
 
Fortunately for Cardenal, Trout, Remlinger and the rest of the unlucky Cubs, there was no Twitter back 
in their playing days. 
 
Morrow will just have to grin and bear it, at least until the next strange Cubs injury comes along. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Jon Lester expects great plays from Cubs' exceptional defensive players 
By Mark Gonzales 
 



 
After Albert Almora Jr. made a diving catch in center field to rob Yasiel Puig of a hit in the seventh 
inning, Jon Lester joked that he was done clapping for the Cubs defense. 
 
“It’s expected now that these guys make these plays,” Lester said Wednesday after a cast of defenders 
allowed him and reliever Anthony Bass to pitch a 4-0 shutout over the Dodgers. 
 
Almora’s catch, however, wasn’t the biggest highlight. In the third, right fielder Jason Heyward lined 
himself up to catch Justin Turner’s fly and made a 300-foot throw to home, where Willson Contreras 
caught the ball and absorbed a clean hit from Chris Taylor to complete an inning-ending double play and 
preserve a 1-0 lead. 
 
Contreras received medical attention after suffering a nosebleed, but he showed he was OK when he 
threw the ball onto the roof at Wrigley Field. 
 
“I really love that method (of winning),” manager Joe Maddon said of the Cubs’ stellar defense. “It can 
be dispiriting to the other side when you make plays like that.” 
 
Javier Baez made a strong throw from shortstop to retire Logan Forsythe in the second, then snagged 
Turner’s line drive behind second base and dived to the bag to nail Kike Hernandez to complete a double 
play. That ignited chants of “Javy, Javy” from the crowd. 
 
“He plays like a free safety,” Maddon said of Baez’s fearless play. 
 
“That’s what we do,” said Baez, who praised third baseman Kris Bryant for his diving catch to end the 
game. “I’m not surprised.” 
 
The exceptional plays were reminiscent of the high-caliber defense the Cubs displayed en route to 
winning the 2016 World Series. 
 
“That’s what we’re capable of doing,” Maddon said. “In the past, when we’ve won at a high level, we’ve 
played outstanding defense. It never gets old to watch that kind of baseball.” 
 
Extra innings: Baez set a career high with three extra-base hits, including his sixth triple of the year in the 
seventh. … Tommy La Stella snapped an 0-for-12 slump as a pinch hitter with an RBI single to score Baez. 
La Stella leads the major leagues with 13 pinch hits. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Yu Darvish could begin rehab stint Monday after his 'positive' simulated game 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
Yu Darvish threw a simulated game Wednesday morning at Wrigley Field and said he should need only 
one rehab start before returning to the Cubs. 
 
General manger Jed Hoyer said Darvish could begin his rehab assignment on Monday. 
 
Darvish, who has been on the disabled list since May 23 with triceps tendinitis, threw 51 pitches to Ian 
Happ and Tommy La Stella in front of Hoyer, President Theo Epstein, pitching coach Jim Hickey, manager 
Joe Maddon and hitting coach Chili Davis. 
 



 
Darvish was pleased with his four-seam fastball and slider, but noted his curve and splitter still need 
some work. 
 
“But I think it will get better as we go deeper,” he said. 
 
Darvish admitted “there was some anxiety beforehand,” referring to his elbow, but added “it turned out 
to be better than I expected.” 
 
Hoyer said Darvish looked “free and easy,” and called it a “positive” development. 
 
“Really good, I’ll take it,” Maddon said. “That was outstanding. Great command. Great jump on the 
fastball. Slider was there. I think he threw one or two splitters at the end. I thought you can’t ask for 
anything more. He looked that good. Delivery was easy, solid. 
 
“He was smiling so that meant he must have felt pretty good about it. We’ll evaluate it again tomorrow, 
but that looked pretty good.” 
 
Hoyer wouldn’t say how many starts Darvish would get, but getting him back before the All-Star break is 
probable. 
 
“If things go smoothly and he doesn’t have as setback, that’s a strong possibility,” Hoyer said. “We’re 
not hurrying him back. Obviously we want to have (Carl Edwards) back and (Brandon) Morrow back and 
Yu back. … But we have to play for, hopefully, for seven months and rushing a guy back and having him 
back on the DL right away doesn’t do anyone any good.” 
 
Darvish would likely throw 65 or so pitches in his first rehab start. The Cubs will monitor weather 
conditions before deciding where to send him. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Former Cubs pitching coach Billy Connors dead at 76 
By Paul Sullivan 
 
Former Cubs pitching coach Billy Connors died Monday at 76. 
 
Connors was an old-school character who had a brief playing career but turned into one of the game’s 
more renowned pitching coaches in the 1980s and ’90s. He spent 17 years in the majors as a pitching 
coach, including five years with the Cubs from 1982-86. Connors also had stints with the Royals and 
Mariners, and three terms with the Yankees. 
 
While with the Cubs, Connors was in charge of the pitching staff that took them to the 1984 National 
League East title, their first postseason appearance in 39 years. He helped Steve Trout develop a sinker 
that turned the left-hander into a front-line starter with the Cubs, and coached Rick Sutcliffe during his 
Cy Young-winning season in ’84. 
 
Closer Lee Smith once credited Connors and former manager Lee Elia as “the two guys who turned my 
career around,” while Connors also got credit for helping Yankees closer Mariano Rivera develop the cut 
fastball that made him the all-time save leader. 
 



 
Connors wasn’t reluctant to teach his pitchers to use any tactic available, including throwing a spitball if 
necessary. 
 
“Whatever you have to do to win, that`s the name of the game,” he told the Tribune in spring training of 
1985. “It has been part of the game for 100 years. It`s no big secret. There are certain pitchers that I 
work with to teach to throw a spitter. But that’s a last resort. You have to be careful throwing it because 
you can injure your arm and elbow. 
 
“When Steve Trout came over here from the White Sox, for instance, he had a sore arm because he had 
been experimenting with a spitter with the Sox. Some guys` arms are too tender. … If a pitcher has a real 
good arm, I wouldn`t do it. It would be a guy whose career is done or a guy who needs something extra 
to get guys out. “ 
 
Connors later received a warning letter from National League President Charles “Chub” Feeney that 
said: “I am sure you are aware the pitch is illegal and has been banned from professional baseball for 
some time.” 
 
Though he was friends with Cubs general manager Dallas Green, Connors was told he was relieved of his 
duties as pitching coach after the ’86 season as he was recovering from hip replacement surgery at 
Northwestern Memorial Hospital. 
 
A perturbed Connors told Green: “When you don’t look at me, when you don’t say nothing for all this 
time, don’t you think you’re telling me something then? Dallas, whatever you had to say, you could have 
said it anytime. I’m a baseball man, and whatever you have to do ... I can take that.” 
 
Connors began his playing career with the Cubs in 1966, appearing in 11 games as a reliever, and pitched 
15 games with the Mets in 1967 and ’68. 
 
-- 
 
Chicago Tribune 
Cubs sign first-round pick Nico Hoerner 
By Mark Gonzales 
 
Cubs first-round pick Nico Hoerner will join second-round pick Brennen Davis at the team’s Mesa, Ariz., 
complex after signing for a $2.724 million bonus. 
 
Hoerner, 21, batted .345 with 17 doubles, six triples, two homers and 40 RBIs in 57 games for Stanford 
this season. Hoerner drew 20 walks and stole 15 bases. 
 
“Once Hoerner is ready and gets his feet under him, we’ll shoot him up to (short-season Class A) Eugene 
and get him in some game action,” said Jaron Madison, Cubs director of player development. 
 
Davis, who signed earlier this month out of Basha High School in Chandler, Ariz., likely will remain in 
Mesa. Madison said Hoerner, a shortstop, and Davis, an outfielder, will be invited to instructional league 
in September. 
 
-- 
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