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Lakers legend Kareem Abdul-Jabbar led the Dodger Stadium cheer at the start of Game 6 
 
By Andrew Mearns 
 
Dodger Stadium was an excited but tense scene on Tuesday night. One can certainly understand why, as 
the Dodgers needed to win Game 6 of the World Series against the Astros to force a Game 7. 
 
Just like at Game 1 in Los Angeles, though, the Dodgers had some pretty famous fans to cheer them on. 
First pitches were thrown by Tommy Lasorda and Orel Hershiser, the manager and World Series MVP of 
their last championship team in 1988. 
 
hey also had another sports hero on hand, one who won five NBA championships in L.A. -- Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar: 
 
Just like the team, Abdul-Jabbar is a New York City native, and he waved the team's flag while sporting a 
Brooklyn Dodgers hat in addition to the L.A. uniform. A fitting tribute to the historic franchise. 
Kareem wasn't the only Lakers legend at the stadium either, as Dodgers co-owner and former teammate 
Magic Johnson was there for his club. 
 
The celebrities were back, too, as Ashton Kutcher and Mila Kunis were in the house, with Kutcher taking 
a turn holding the flag, as well. 
 
Their cheers were enough to spur the Dodgers on to a 3-1 win, keeping the season alive for one more 
night of thrills at Dodger Stadium in 2017. 
 
Tune in to Game 7 of the World Series presented by YouTube TV on Wednesday, 8 p.m. ET on FOX. 
 
 
Joc Pederson reacted to a big World Series homer in the same way you probably imagined you would 
 
By Adrian Garro 
 
Staked to a potentially perilous 2-1 lead in the seventh inning of Game 6 of the World Series on Tuesday, 
the Dodgers were looking for some insurance -- and they got it. Joc Pederson squared up a Joe 
Musgrove offering and smacked an opposite-field homer into the Left Field Pavilion to push their lead to 
3-1.  
 
Now stop what you're doing and imagine, for a minute, what you might do in that scenario. The 
adrenaline. The emotion. Rounding the bases, Pederson let it all out in a way you might have always 
dreamed you would in a similar spot:  



Another example of how Pederson is one of those heart-on-sleeve guys out there on the diamond -- and 
especially on the game's biggest stage.  
 
As a result of Pederson's blast, the Dodgers beat the Astros, 3-1, to extend the season to a winner-take-
all Game 7 on Wednesday. 
 
 
Chase Utley is oldest in 60 years to score go-ahead run in a World Series elimination game 
 
By Andrew Mearns 
 
Justin Verlander had the Dodgers in a state of peril through five innings in World Series Game 6. They 
trailed, 1-0, on a George Springer homer, and Verlander had his eyes on the title, holding them to just 
one hit as they entered the bottom of the sixth. 
 
However, the Dodgers found some life when Austin Barnes led off with a base hit to left. That brought 
up the most experienced player on their roster, and one of the few to actually own a World Series ring -- 
Chase Utley. 
 
The 38-year-old had been held hitless since Sept. 30, a string of 29 at-bats, and he hadn't even started 
Game 6. Nonetheless, he hung with Verlander until he caught a break on an errant pitch. 
 
Verlander's offering skipped up and hit Utley, putting runners on first and second. 
 
The Dodgers capitalized on the opportunity, as Chris Taylor doubled Barnes home with the tying run and 
Corey Seager lifted a long fly ball to deep right field, good enough to plate Utley with the go-ahead run. 
It held up, as the Dodgers prevailed to force a Game 7 with a 3-1 victory. 
 
That second run earned Utley a small bit of history. 
 

 Baseball Reference ✔@baseball_ref 
Chase Utley is the oldest player to score the go-ahead run in a WS elimination game since Enos 
Slaughter in 1957 https://www.baseball-reference.com/boxes/NYA/NYA195710090.shtml … 
 
Yes, it had been 60 years since a player as old as Utley had put his team in front in such a pivotal 
matchup. 
 
The last man to do so, Enos Slaughter, was extremely talented too, having been inducted into the Hall of 
Fame in 1985. At age 41, he was actually even older than Utley when he scored the first run of Game 6 
of the 1957 World Series, thanks to a two-run blast from fellow Fall Classic veteran Yogi Berra. 
 
What can we say? Even Silver Foxes have wheels. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Coach Yasiel Puig gave the signs before Chris Taylor's game-tying hit in the sixth 
 
By Michael Clair 
 
Reggie Jackson famously said he was the straw that stirs the drink. But Yasiel Puig may just be the 
Dodgers' straw, cup, liquid, ice and condensation on the glass. Because everything that has happened 
this postseason has somehow involved the Wild Horse.  
 
When Chris Taylor came to the plate in the bottom of the sixth inning for Tuesday's Game 6, the 
Dodgers were down by one and had runners on first and second. Fans and Twitter were quick to beg 
LA's breakout star not to lay down a bunt. Fortunately, Puig was there to give him the signs:  
Description 
 
Sure enough, Taylor swung away and dumped a soft liner into right field that went for two bases and 
tied the game. (Guess you could say ... he saw the signs and it opened up his eyes.) 
 
One batter later, Corey Seager blasted a high drive to right field that, had this been the upper-90s heat 
of Games 1 and 2, would have left the park. Instead, he settled for a warning track sacrifice fly to give 
the Dodgers the lead in this must-win game. One monster Joc Pederson home run later and the Dodgers 
won, 3-1, to force a Game 7.  
 
Tune in for the must-win Game 7 of the World Series presented by YouTube TV on Wednesday at 8 p.m. 
ET on FOX.   
 
 
Dodger Stadium to host WS G7 for first time 
 
By Mark Newman 
 
LOS ANGELES -- On Oct. 6, 1963, in the second year of a stunning ballpark built into a ravine with 
mountain views, Sandy Koufax dominated the Yankees for a second time at the 60th World Series. His 
last pitch to Hector Lopez resulted in a bouncer to shortstop Maury Wills, who threw to first to complete 
a shocking four-game sweep. 
 
"All bedlam breaks loose on the field as the jubilant Dodgers try to reach Koufax, who started the season 
opener and then also was there to finish it," said Dodgers broadcaster Vin Scully, whose name is now 
part of the ballpark's address. "Never before in all their wonderful years had the Yankees lost four in a 
row in a World Series. For the Dodgers, theremore, it was a glorious and dramatic triumph, unsurpassed 
in World Series history." 
 
More than a half-century later, that shining moment here retains a special significance that is relevant to 
the 113th World Series. The Dodgers have played in 18 Fall Classics before this one -- nine representing 
Los Angeles and nine with Brooklyn -- and only once in those 18 did they clinch at home. That was 1963, 
and it happened so fast, many Dodgers fans were unable to appreciate World Series life there because 
no Game 5 was needed. 
 
So we may be on unique footing now that the Astros and Dodgers will play in Los Angeles to complete 
this fantastic Fall Classic. In only the second World Series Game 6 at Dodger Stadium, the Dodgers won, 



3-1, to knot the Series at 3-3 and force Game 7; there has never been a World Series Game 7 there. The 
Dodgers clinched the 1988 National League Championship Series at home against the Mets in a Game 7 
before downing the A's in five games in the Fall Classic. 
 
"We feed off the crowd, for sure, especially at home," Dodgers center fielder Chris Taylor said after 
Game 6. "We feel we have a huge home-field advantage, so we love it when the crowd gets loud." 
This is the ninth year that Dodger Stadium has hosted a World Series (1963, 1965-66, 1974, 1977-78, 
1981, 1988 and now 2017). But it is the 10th year that Los Angeles has hosted the event, because the 
Dodgers moved West after the 1957 season and played from 1958-61 at the massive Los Angeles 
Memorial Coliseum. That was their home when they won their first West Coast title, beating the White 
Sox in 1959, but it was clinched in Chicago. 
 
Will these Dodgers do something never seen before and win both games to clinch a Game 7 in Los 
Angeles? They join the 1965 club as the only one in L.A. history to even play a Game 7 in a World Series. 
Will the private Koufax be a visible presence on the final night? 
 
Here is a year-by-year look at how the Dodgers have ended their previous 18 experiences in Major 
League Baseball's great event: 
 
Los Angeles 
1988: LAD clinch G5 @ OAK 
1981: LAD clinch G6 @ NYY 
1978: NYY clinch G6 @ LAD 
1977: NYY clinch G6 @ NYY 
1974: OAK clinch G5 @ OAK 
1966: BAL clinch G4 @ BAL 
1965: LAD clinch G7 @ MIN 
1963: LAD clinch G4 @ LAD 
1959: LAD clinch G6 @ CWS 
 
Brooklyn 
1956: NYY clinch G7 @ BKN 
1955: BKN clinch G7 @ NYY 
1953: NYY clinch G6 @ NYY 
1952: NYY clinch G7 @ BKN 
1949: NYY clinch G5 @ BKN 
1947: NYY clinch G7 @ NYY 
1941: NYY clinch G5 @ BKN 
1920: CLE clinch G7 @ CLE 
1916: BOS clinch G5 @ BOS 
 
An asterisk might be added to Dem Bums' famous 1955 breakthrough against the Yankees; that was 
obviously a subway series, so that Game 7 win was seen by a lot of Dodgers fans. Thus, one could 
quibble that many Dodgers fans got to watch their team win it all at home in a Game 7, yet it was an 
away game for Brooklyn nonetheless. 
 



Tonight, the blue-clad crowd will be sky-high with enthusiasm, with a sprinkling of orange and navy from 
Houston among them. The stars will be out in force, maybe more celebrities than ever seen at a Dodgers 
game. 
 
After all, they have had some time now to plan on being there. It is a true rarity in Dodgers baseball -- 
the chance to be at a World Series that comes back a second time to Los Angeles, a Halloween 
spectacular and a historic finish to the 2017 season. 
 
Who knows? Maybe Clayton Kershaw will even come back and seal the deal in Game 7 relief. He has 
been compared so often to Koufax in recent years, so perhaps it would be a fitting end. The iconic image 
of Koufax celebrating with catcher Johnny Roseboro could be a scene for Dodgers fans to look forward 
to -- only this time, not in Game 4. 
 
 
Ace in the hole: Kershaw ready for G7 relief 
 
By Jenifer Langosch 
 
LOS ANGELES -- The frustration of leads lost under his watch on Sunday was still fresh for Clayton 
Kershaw when he hit send on the text message to his manager Dave Roberts during Monday's off-day. 
 
"Whatever you need me to do," it read. "I'm ready to go." 
 
Roberts' preference was to refrain from using Kershaw in Game 6, and a stellar night from the Dodgers' 
bullpen in Tuesday night's 3-1 victory over the Astros at Dodger Stadium afforded him that luxury. Now 
Game 7 presents a different opportunity, one in which Roberts will look for ways to use his ace left-
hander. 
 
It's not expected to be an if, but rather a when and for how long will Kershaw make his third and final 
appearance of this World Series. 
 
"When you're talking about Clayton Kershaw, Game 7, I think anything's within reason," foreshadowed 
Roberts. 
 
Added Kershaw: "I can give 27 innings." 
 
Kershaw spent Tuesday night watching from Los Angeles' bullpen, just in case the summons came in 
Game 6. He started to stir late in the game and loosened up his arm by throwing against the bullpen 
wall, just in case Kenley Jansen required a lifeline. There'd be no such need. 
 
That extra day of rest will translate into extra pitches available to Kershaw for Game 7. 
 
The task will not be unfamiliar to Kershaw, who closed out Game 5 of the 2016 National League Division 
Series with his first relief appearance since 2009. Kershaw, who had thrown 110 pitches two nights 
earlier, delivered seven more that night to garner the two outs the Dodgers needed to push past the 
Nationals. 
 



This time, Kershaw will be coming off a 94-pitch effort in his Game 5 start. And he'll have that additional 
day of rest. 
 
"Preparation is out the door at this point," said Kershaw, who surrendered six runs over 4 2/3 innings in 
Game 5 on Sunday. "Routine is out the door. There are no excuses. You just have to go get guys out as 
fast as you can and pitch as long as they want you to." 
 
This will mark the third Game 7 in the past four World Series, and in the past two, aces have pitched 
critical innings for the eventual victor. Last year it was Jon Lester, who came back on two days' rest to 
cover three innings in relief for the Cubs. He allowed one run and threw 55 pitches. 
 
And two years before that, it was Madison Bumgarner who offered a vintage performance with five 
shutout innings to close a Game 7 win for the Giants. Bumgarner, pitching three days after twirling a 
complete game, gave San Francisco 68 pitches that night. 
 
Kershaw is ready to follow suit. 
 
"It's the last game of the season," Kershaw insisted. "I'll be ready to go with whatever they need." 
 
 
Dodgers 'rise' to challenge against Astros' ace 
 
By Anthony Castrovince 
 
LOS ANGELES -- As they prepared for Justin Verlander, they prepared for the "run and ride." 
 
That's the phrase Dodgers hitting coach Turner Ward uses to describe the movement and the seeming 
"rising" action that accompanies the elite spin Verlander puts on his fiery four-seam fastball. There were 
two swings on that fastball that changed Game 6 of the World Series, two swings that allowed the 
Dodgers to erase their early deficit and Verlander's early dominance to pave the way to a 3-1 victory on 
Tuesday that forced tonight's Game 7 at Dodger Stadium. 
 
"Verlander's got nine inches of run with ride," Ward said. "So you try to stay above the ball, and it's 
hard." 
 
For five innings, Verlander was awful hard on the Dodgers. Yasiel Puig's single in the second gave them 
their only baserunner in that span, and George Springer's solo shot in the third seemed as if it might 
stand as the only run the Astros would need. 
 
But then came Austin Barnes' at-bat to start the sixth. When he worked the count to 2-0, it was just the 
fifth time all night that a Dodgers hitter had been in an advantageous count. And Barnes took advantage 
by anticipating that run and ride, staying on top of the 94-mph four-seamer that came his way and 
smacking it to left for a leadoff single. 
 
"I shortened up a little bit," Barnes said. "He's got a good fastball, everybody knows that. His fastball 
obviously gets on you and it's got some good ride on it. I was just trying to get on top of it and really get 
on base anyway I could." 



That was the first big swing on the fastball. Before the second would arrive, the Dodgers would get 
another baserunner when Chase Utley, who had entered the game earlier in the inning in a double-
switch and was 0-for-14 in October, was pegged in the foot by a 1-2 slider. 
 
"I was not going to get beat on a slider that just spun middle," said Verlander, "so I tried to bury it down 
and in, and it hit him." 
 
With runners at first and second, Chris Taylor stepped to the plate. Taylor's improved plate coverage 
that resulted from his offseason overhaul of his swing has gotten a lot of ink this year and especially this 
October. And it served him well here. 
 
Verlander has featured the highest spin rate on four-seam fastballs of any starting pitcher in baseball 
this season and postseason. It's been particularly effective when paired with his velocity up at the top of 
the strike zone -- so much so that batters had gone 0-for-17 against Verlander's four-seam fastball in the 
upper-third, upper edge of the zone and above this postseason. But Taylor snapped that streak when he 
swung on a 97-mph four-seamer up in the zone and lined it down the right-field line for the double that 
brought Barnes home with the tying run. 
 
"Just shorten up and put a ball in play," Taylor said. "He's really tough, he's got that fastball up in the 
zone, a good slider. I was just trying to get the barrel on the ball and hope for something good." 
Ward called Taylor's double "the biggest play of the night." 
 
"For him to be able to stay on the ball and keep it in fair territory like that," said Ward, "was of course 
huge." 
 
One more huge swing would come off Verlander. It wasn't on the elite fastball but on the elite slider. 
Corey Seager said facing Verlander is what hitters call a "grind at-bat," a matter of mind as much as 
mechanics. And in his at-bat that followed Taylor's huge hit, Seager fouled off consecutive four-seamers 
before getting good wood on a slider and sending it deep to right. In other conditions -- say, Minute 
Maid Park or the triple-digit temperatures these two teams played in at Dodger Stadium at the start of 
this Series -- the ball likely would have carried over the wall. 
 
"I needed the heat back," Seager said with a smile. 
 
But in this case, a sacrifice fly still got the job done. Seager brought Utley home with the go-ahead run. 
And though the Dodgers wouldn't be able to break the game open further against Verlander from there 
(Justin Turner popped out and Cody Bellinger struck out to end the inning), they had done enough 
damage to send Verlander to his first loss as a member of the Astros. It took a while, but they had 
executed their game plan against the man with run and ride. 
 
"Trying to stay above the ball is so hard," Ward said. "Let's say you're facing a sinkerball guy or a 
curveball guy. You're looking to hit the ball where you think it's going to be. But when a guy has some 
run and ride like that, to think above the ball, it's hard. It's easier when the ball is coming down and 
you're trying to hit a spot. But when he has that type of velo with that type of run and ride, it's tough." 
Against Verlander, the Dodgers got their runs. And they rode them to Game 7. 
 
 
 



Game 6 latest reminder of thin margin of error 
 
By Joe Posnanski 
 
LOS ANGELES -- One play. Jose Altuve chops a ground ball to third. Justin Turner fields it. Cody Bellinger 
scoops the throw out of the dirt. Altuve is out by a blink. 
 
One play. 
 
This is baseball. This is the story of this crazy Series. One play. We go to a Game 7, the first World Series 
Game 7 in the history of Dodger Stadium, a dramatic and emotional and riveting Game 7 that has been 
this season's destiny all year long. 
 
Remember early in the year, when people were saying the Houston Astros had a chance to become one 
of the best teams in baseball history? 
 
Remember a bit later in the year, when people were saying the Los Angeles Dodgers had a chance to 
become one of the best teams in baseball history? 
 
So what happens when two great teams -- two 100-win teams that do everything well, two dominant 
teams with superstars filling the dugouts, two wonderful and exhausted and desperate teams -- play 
one game for their place in baseball history? 
 
"Dave," Tommy Lasorda told Dodgers manager Dave Roberts in the momentary afterglow of Los 
Angeles' gutsy 3-1 victory on Tuesday to force Game 7. "It doesn't mean [bleep] until you win 
tomorrow." 
 
Those coarse words apply to both teams. Both sides know it. One of these teams will be champion, and 
there will be a parade and a trophy, and a long championship drought will end. One of these teams will 
be the runner-up, and there will be regret and sleepless nights, and a long championship drought will go 
on. And what will create such divergent paths for the Astros and Dodgers? 
 
It might come down to one play. 
 
There were actually numerous choices for Tuesday night's deciding play. In the sixth inning, for instance, 
with Houston already up 1-0 and with future Hall of Famer Justin Verlander looking pretty invincible, the 
Astros put runners on first and second with two outs. A hit could have broken the game open. 
 
Marwin Gonzalez then hit a line drive up the middle. It wasn't hit that hard (89.7 mph exit velocity), but 
it was at an ideal angle (9 degrees). That combination, by Statcast™ calculations, produces a hit 65 
percent of the time. 
 
Not this time. Los Angeles' defense was in its usual shift for the switch-hitting Gonzalez, who is a clear 
pull hitter from the right side. And so second baseman Chase Utley was close to second base and in 
perfect position to make the catch. A hit there probably scores a run and might change the entire 
landscape of the game. 
 



So that's one play. There were others. The Dodgers chose to let Chris Taylor swing away rather than 
bunt in a key spot, and he dumped a run-scoring double over the first baseman's head. L.A.'s Joc 
Pederson hit an opposite-field home run, an event so unlikely that his teammate Kenley Jansen 
supposedly offered him $75,000 earlier this season if he would do it. 
 
Here's another: In the fifth, Dodgers starter Rich Hill fell behind against Josh Reddick when the Astros 
had runners on second and third and nobody out. With first base open and the count 3-0, it seemed 
likely that Hill would simply walk Reddick with the pitcher's spot up next. Instead, Hill went after Reddick 
with three perfectly placed pitches on the outside corner; Reddick swung and missed at the last curve, 
and Los Angeles got out of the jam. 
 
But sometimes, the one play is not so dramatic. Sometimes it's a simple ground ball. 
 
Houston trailed 2-1 in the seventh, and it put runners on first and third with two outs. Altuve stepped in. 
We all know how good he has been -- he's probably the favorite to win the American League MVP 
Award -- but this has been an up-and-down Fall Classic for him. Altuve has had some big hits. And he has 
had some tough moments. This was as big a moment as any. 
 
Altuve didn't get a good swing; he topped a fairly slow ground ball to third. But because he didn't hit it 
well, Altuve knew immediately that if he could just get down the line, he had a chance to beat the 
throw. 
 
"I think I can beat out any ball I hit," Altuve said. 
 
Altuve was not necessarily wrong. He can fly. Altuve sprinted down the line in 3.87 seconds, an absurdly 
fast time for a right-handed hitter, his third-fastest non-bunt time of the season. He knew, everyone 
knew, that if he could beat the play, a run would score, the game would be tied, the Dodgers might be 
rattled, and the Astros would be in great position to win the game. 
 
Turner is a good third baseman. He doesn't have an elite arm, but it's reliable, and he's a good athlete 
and he tends to put himself in good position. Turner is also nursing a tight left calf that forced him to 
serve as the designated hitter in Game 5. On this grounder, he ranged left and fielded the ball at his hip. 
But Turner fielded it at a slightly awkward angle, and so he had to turn and wing the ball sidearm. The 
ball floated just a bit on him. As you watched the ball go across the infield, you could tell it was a little 
bit off and that the play would be very close. 
 
Bellinger will probably win a Gold Glove Award at first base someday. He might win a bunch of them. 
Everyone has raved about his defense ever since he came out of high school. The sons of Major League 
players tend to be well-rounded, and Cody's father, Clay Bellinger, played in two World Series himself. 
 
Roberts has talked a lot about Bellinger's defense this Series. He especially talked about it after Game 3, 
when Bellinger became the first Dodger to strike out four times in a World Series game. When asked if 
he would give Bellinger a rest, Roberts said that Bellinger's defense was so good, he would not consider 
taking him out of the lineup. 
 
"When you get a young player that isn't there with the bat but can still have the presence of mind to still 
play defense and impact the game," Roberts said, "that's what we get in Cody." 
 



Well, on Tuesday, Bellinger became the first player in baseball history to strike out four times in two 
World Series games. But no one will remember that part. Instead, what they will remember is Turner's 
throw landing short and in the dirt. Bellinger had to scoop it cleanly and keep his foot on the bag to get 
Altuve. 
 
Bellinger scooped it cleanly and kept his foot on the bag. That ended the inning, the threat and, really, 
the Astros' hopes. 
 
"The pick is big," Houston manager A.J. Hinch said after the game. 
 
"The Altuve at-bat was a game changer," Roberts said. 
 
One play. It doesn't necessarily seem fair for one play to separate two great teams that are so close to 
the dream ending. But this is the thrill of baseball. After the game, someone asked Dodgers starter 
Clayton Kershaw -- who is absolutely available to pitch, as is everyone else -- about his preparation for 
Game 7. 
 
"Preparation is out the door at this point," Kershaw said. "Routine is out the door. There's no excuses." 
 
 
LA as confident as can be with G7 at home 
 
By Ken Gurnick  
 
LOS ANGELES -- The last time the Dodgers played a World Series Game 7, Sandy Koufax pitched a three-
hit shutout with 10 strikeouts on two days' rest to best the Twins on the road in 1965. That's not 
happening on Wednesday, and not just because Koufax is 81 and sitting in the front row of the owners' 
box. 
 
But the first World Series Game 7 in Dodger Stadium history will take place because Los Angeles came 
off the mat and beat the Astros on Tuesday night, 3-1. Thanks to the analytics department, here are 
some factoids to boost the confidence of Dodgers fans. 
 
• Since 1985, when the League Championship Series expanded to seven games, this is the 17th time in a 
best-of-seven series that the home team staved off elimination in Game 6. Of those previous 16 teams, 
14 also won Game 7 at home. This will be the 39th winner-take-all game in World Series history, 
including a Game 8 in 1912, when a Game 2 tie extended the Series. Home teams have only broken even 
in those previous 38 games, going 19-19. However, home teams won nine straight World Series Game 7s 
from 1982-2011, before the 2014 Royals lost to the Giants in Kansas City, and last year's Indians lost to 
the Cubs in Cleveland. Also since 1985, home teams are 19-7 in all Game 7s (LCS or World Series). 
 
• Los Angeles is now 6-1 at home this postseason. A Game 7 victory would make it the eighth team to 
win seven home games in a single postseason, joining Houston (8-1). Home teams are now 27-10 (.730) 
this postseason, smashing the previous record for wins (23) and posting the best record since 1987 (15-
4, .789). And the Dodgers had the best home record this year (63-25, including postseason), so their 
confidence couldn't be higher after the Game 6 comeback win. 
 
"Two incredible teams trying to get to the finish line," said Astros manager A.J. Hinch. 



Of course, just to balance out the scales came these harsh words of reality from 90-year-old Hall of 
Famer -- and two-time World Series-winning manager -- Tommy Lasorda to current manager Dave 
Roberts: 
"You haven't done [bleep] until you win tomorrow." 
 
OK, then. As if Roberts needed added incentive, as Lasorda used Orel Hershiser out of the bullpen in the 
1988 postseason, L.A. had starting pitchers Clayton Kershaw and Alex Wood in the bullpen and ready for 
duty for Game 6, and they will also be ready for Game 7. 
 
 
How much does Kershaw think he can pitch on two days' rest? 
 
"I can give 27 innings. Whatever they need," he said. 
 
Yes, this Game 7 is serious stuff, especially for a franchise that hasn't won a World Series in 29 years. 
 
But it wouldn't have happened if the Dodgers hadn't resorted back to their grinding pass-the-baton style 
of offense that put together the go-ahead rally in the bottom of the sixth inning against Justin Verlander, 
who finally started falling behind batters after five innings of one-hit ball. He fell behind Austin Barnes, 
who lined a 2-0 fastball to left field for a single. Verlander threw a first-pitch ball to Chase Utley before 
hitting him on the leg with a 1-2 slider. Verlander was ahead in the count, 1-2, on Chris Taylor when he 
lined an RBI double to right and on Corey Seager when he lifted a sacrifice fly for the second run of the 
inning. 
 
"It wasn't going to be easy, that's for sure," Barnes said. "It was hard to get some runners on for a while. 
Chase had a big AB to get on base when he could. Chris Taylor came up big for us and scratched that 
across and Seager with the sac fly was huge." 
 
Joc Pederson went the opposite way for an insurance solo homer an inning later. 
 
The bullpen that was torched in Game 5 rebounded with 4 1/3 scoreless innings in Game 6. A 
remarkable rebound from what could have been a crushing, demoralizing, devastating 13-12 walk-off 
loss in Game 5. 
 
"It's just the whole year we talked about winning a championship and having a goal to win a 
championship," said Kenley Jansen, the Game 5 loser and Game 6 savior. "We all got to believe. To see 
my teammates and everybody, we didn't feel sorry for ourselves and we all believed." 
 
 
LA solves JV! Dodgers find O to set up WS G7 
 
By Ken Gurnick and Brian McTaggart 
 
LOS ANGELES -- The Dodgers earned home-field advantage in the World Series by winning more games 
than anybody, and they did that with the scrappy formula on display in Tuesday night's Game 6, forcing 
the first Fall Classic Game 7 in Dodger Stadium history by rallying to beat the Astros and Justin 
Verlander, 3-1, in front of an electrified sellout crowd at Chavez Ravine. 
 



Since 1985, when the League Championship Series expanded to seven games, the Dodgers were the 
29th team to head home trailing 3-2 in a best-of-seven series. Of the previous 28 teams in that situation, 
16 won Game 6 and 14 of them also won Game 7 (including the Astros in this past ALCS against the 
Yankees). The Dodgers will send Yu Darvish to the mound against Lance McCullers Jr. of the Astros in 
Game 7. 
 
"It's how you play in the backyard of your house as a kid, imagine you're in Game 7 of the World Series," 
Houston shortstop Carlos Correa said. 
 
"It's a dream come true to be part of it. We couldn't get the job done today, so we're going to go out 
there tomorrow and win the last game. It's the last game of the season for sure, so we want it to be the 
best." 
 
Dodgers starting pitcher Rich Hill kept the game close, a bullpen freshened by a travel day shut down the 
mighty Astros lineup and Los Angeles' offense scraped enough runs, with Chris Taylor's RBI double 
keying a two-run sixth inning off Verlander and the rejuvenated Joc Pederson lofting his third homer of 
the Series, this one off reliever Joe Musgrove. 
 
"We grinded the entire game," said Hill, removed after 4 2/3 innings when manager Dave Roberts again 
wouldn't let him face Houston's lineup for a third time. "That's the makeup of this team the entire year. 
Anybody who has come to games throughout the regular season has seen the way this team has 
performed, saw pretty much everything tonight. We're very excited looking at Game 7 tomorrow." 
 
Although he had starting pitchers Clayton Kershaw and Alex Wood in the bullpen standing by for duty, 
Roberts turned the game over to the same relievers who allowed seven of the 13 Astros runs in Sunday 
night's Game 5 loss. Brandon Morrow, who allowed four runs on six pitches in that game, took over for 
Hill with a scoreless inning. Kenta Maeda, who allowed a three-run homer to Jose Altuve in Game 5, 
pitched a scoreless inning. 
 
And closer Kenley Jansen, who took the walk-off loss on Sunday and had allowed two homers in the 
Series, retired all six batters he faced (three on strikeouts) for the biggest save of his life. Jansen used 19 
pitches, so he likely has something left for Game 7. Tony Watson pitched one-third of an inning and was 
credited with the win. 
 
"When you see you get hit in the mouth and you see the guy respond by wanting the baseball again and 
wanting another chance for redemption or whatever you want to term it, that's a good thing," said 
Roberts. "So our guys aren't afraid of the moment. And we've put a lot of time into this moment right 
here. So we're not done yet." 
 
Verlander, previously unbeaten in 10 decisions since Houston acquired him, had allowed only one hit 
and was clinging to a slim lead provided by George Springer's homer in the third inning, his fourth of the 
Series and the 14th for the Astros, tying the 2002 Giants for the most in a Fall Classic. 
 
"That's a good offensive team over there," Springer said. "One run is probably not going to hold up. It 
doesn't matter who's in the game. That's a good feeling right there to strike first, and we'll see what 
happens tomorrow." 
 



Austin Barnes led off the sixth with a single. Verlander then hit Chase Utley with a pitch, Taylor doubled 
in one run and Corey Seager brought home another with a sacrifice fly 
 
erlander struck out nine and allowed two runs on just three hits in six innings to take his first defeat as 
an Astro. He said at no point during Tuesday's game did he allow himself the opportunity to think the 
Astros were going to finish it off. 
 
"Absolutely not. No chance," Verlander said. "Not the way this Series has gone, not the way these guys' 
lineup is. If we could have squeaked across one or two more, I might have changed my mentality a little 
bit. I've played this game too long. What happened, that can happen to anyone. The best-hit ball that 
inning was a flyout to right field. That's why it's so hard to limit offense, especially in this Series." 
 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Cody scoop: The defensive play of the game for the Dodgers came in the top of the seventh, with two 
outs and runners on the corners with a 2-1 L.A. lead. Facing Maeda, Altuve hit a sharp grounder to third 
baseman Justin Turner, whose throw in the dirt was scooped by Cody Bellinger, atoning for his second 
four-strikeout game of the Series. 
 
"That's the thing about Cody and a lot of our guys, where tonight the bat wasn't there, but he made 
some very huge defensive plays," said Roberts. "Altuve's at-bat was a game changer. When you get a 
young player that isn't there with the bat but can still have the presence of mind to still play defense and 
impact the game, that's what we get in Cody. Can't say enough about the pick that Cody made. That was 
huge."  
 
Leave 'em loaded: The Astros threatened in the fifth inning on a leadoff single by Brian McCann and a 
double to left by Marwin Gonzalez, putting runners at second and third with no outs. Hill struck out Josh 
Reddick (after falling behind 3-0) and Verlander before issuing an intentional walk to Springer to load 
the bases. Morrow took over and got Alex Bregman to ground out to shortstop to escape the jam 
unscathed. Houston was 0-for-6 with runners in scoring position. 
 
"He got me today," Bregman said. "I had gotten him on a pitch away for a double earlier in the Series, 
and I got him on a slider up the middle. He got me out and I give him a lot of credit." 
 
Hit them where they are: After leaving the bases loaded in the fifth, the Astros put runners on first and 
second base with two outs in the sixth for Gonzalez, who hit a laser right to a jumping Utley near second 
base for the final out of the inning. The ball had a 65-percent hit probability, per Statcast™, but Utley -- 
who had just entered the game -- was positioned perfectly. 
 
"Obviously small margin here in this game and these two teams, and obviously credit to them, and we 
wish we would have had a little bit of a breakout," Houston manager A.J. Hinch said. "I thought Marwin 
in the sixth had a line drive, but Utley is playing right up the middle." 
QUOTABLE 
"It's what you live for. Game 7. We're excited. It's going to be fun and we can't wait to get out there." -- 
Bregman 
 
SOUND SMART WITH YOUR FRIENDS 



Pederson's homer marked the fifth time a Dodgers player has hit three home runs in a World Series, 
joining Duke Snider in 1952 and '55, Reggie Smith in '77 and Davey Lopes in '78. Thus, he's the first 
Dodger to accomplish the feat in 39 years. 
 
UPON FURTHER REVIEW 
The Dodgers challenged Reddick's slide into second base with no outs in the seventh inning, but the call 
was confirmed, with Reddick out on a fielder's-choice grounder by Evan Gattis. 
 
HAT'S NEXT 
Astros: McCullers will start Game 7 of the World Series for the Astros when they face the Dodgers on 
Wednesday night at Dodger Stadium. McCullers' only postseason win came when he beat Los Angeles in 
Game 3 on Friday, allowing three runs, four hits and four walks in 5 1/3 innings. 
 
Dodgers: L.A. will start Darvish in Game 7 on Wednesday. The righty, who got only five outs when he 
started Game 3 in Houston, allowed four runs, including a homer to Yuli Gurriel. 
 
 
Match made in 7: HOU-LA epic ends tonight! 
 
By Anthony Castrovince 
 
LOS ANGELES -- It had to be this way. One of the all-time great World Series -- a mesmerizing matchup 
between two 100-win teams that has been even better than advertised -- had to go the distance, and 
the Dodgers were more than happy to honor that idea with their 3-1 Game 6 victory over the Astros on 
Tuesday night. 
 
And so here comes Game 7, the breaking point in this beautiful battle of baseball behemoths. 
 
The Series that has had everything -- crazy rallies, heart-pounding home runs, marathon battles and 
close games galore -- is going to have just a little more in store for us tonight at Dodger Stadium, where 
Yu Darvish will oppose Lance McCullers Jr. in the historic ballpark's first World Series Game 7. 
 
"It seems fitting," Dodgers manager Dave Roberts said. "You've got the two best teams in baseball going 
head to head. Like we've talked about from the beginning, these two teams mirror one another. And the 
compete and fight in both teams is the most important thing I see as similarities." 
 
Either potential outcome would reward a long, painstaking wait. Either the Dodgers are going to win it 
all for the first time since Tommy Lasorda, Orel Hershiser and Kirk Gibson's ride to glory in 1988, or the 
Astros are going to be crowned champions for the first time in their 56 seasons of existence. 
 
And in the finale of this exhilarating, exhausting, enrapturing best-of-seven set, whoever wins it will 
have undoubtedly earned it. 
 
"Six games of nonstop great baseball," Astros shortstop Carlos Correa said. "It's got to be considered 
one of the best [World Series] of all time." 
 
If a starter doesn't get the win on Wednesday, this will be the first seven-game Series in Fall Classic 
history in which starters recorded just two wins (Clayton Kershaw in Game 1 and McCullers in Game 3). 



As recently as 2011, there was a seven-game Series in which starters got three wins, and that has 
happened five other times (2002, 1979, '75, '72 and '47). 
 
This will be the 39th winner-take-all World Series game in history (one was actually a Game 8, because 
the 1912 World Series included a Game 2 tie), and this marks the first time since 2001-02 that the Series 
has gone to seven games two years in a row. As the first team with the best regular-season record to 
host a Game 7 thanks to the new rule in the Collective Bargaining Agreement, the Dodgers have the 
home-field advantage ... or do they? The road team won the past two World Series Game 7s (2016 Cubs, 
'14 Giants) and has won 19 of 38 overall, a 50-50 split. 
 
But there is some historical perspective that leans Los Angeles' way here: Since 1985, when the League 
Championship Series went to a best-of-seven, teams going home down 3-2 in any seven-game series 
have won that series half the time (14 of 28). When they've won Game 6, they've won Game 7 in 14 of 
16 instances -- the lone exceptions being the 2006 Mets in the National League Championship Series and 
the 2014 Royals in the World Series. 
 
Anyway, all that really matters is the here and now. And if we've learned anything about this Series so 
far, this game is going to come down to the bullpens, where some big hands -- such as those of Kershaw 
and Dallas Keuchel -- will be on deck. 
 
Kershaw, who was available out of the 'pen in Game 6 and will be again, was asked how many innings he 
can give Los Angeles. 
 
"I can give 27 innings," he said, possibly joking, possibly not. "Whatever they need. I'll be ready to go 
with whatever they need." 
 
First things first: Darvish and McCullers. They opposed each other in Game 3, and though McCullers (5 
1/3 innings, three runs on four hits with four walks and three strikeouts) wasn't as sharp as he had been 
out of the bullpen in Houston's American League Championship Series clincher against the Yankees, he 
certainly had a better night than Darvish, who was knocked out of the game before the end of the 
second inning. 
 
"I threw the bullpen session [between starts], and my slider is getting there, and it's better," said 
Darvish, who allowed four runs on six hits with one walk and just a single swing-and-miss in Game 2. "I 
can't pay that much attention to what happened last time. Just focus on [Game 7] and have a good 
game." 
 
Literally every game of this Series has been a good one. Only once (the Dodgers' 6-2 victory in Game 4) 
has the margin of victory been greater than two runs, and that featured a five-run rally by Los Angeles in 
the ninth. 
 
The 104-win Dodgers and the 101-win Astros entered as the first pair of 100-win clubs to face each 
other since the Reds and Orioles in 1970. But mere trivia alone does not make for an epic engagement. 
The first six games of this Series have lived up to the irresistibility of the storyline, and they've brought 
us here. 
 
"This Series has been back and forth," Houston manager A.J. Hinch said. "And two incredible teams, 
trying to get to the finish line. Obviously it's good for our sport. Necessarily bad for us, because we 



wanted to win [Game 6]. Both teams will be ready to play with about as much energy as you could 
possibly imagine in Game 7." 
 
Added Astros third baseman Alex Bregman: "Empty the tank, and let 'er rip." 
 
Game 7. Game on. 
 
 

LA TIMES 
 
 

Dodgers deliver on promise to Yu Darvish, who will get a chance for redemption in Game 7 
 
By Dylan Hernandez 
 
The words were simple, but Yu Darvish found the sentiment behind them to be particularly 
heartwarming. 
 
“We’re going to get this one for you.” 
 
That’s what Darvish said he was told by the other Dodgers in the team’s pregame huddle the day after 
he lived a nightmare in his first start in a World Series. 
 
We’re going to get this one for you. 
— Dodgers teammates to Yu Darvish 
 
The Dodgers won Game 4 as promised and were victorious again on Halloween in Game 6, extending 
the series against the Houston Astros and granting Darvish an opportunity to pitch on the greatest stage 
his sport has to offer, a winner-take-all seventh game Wednesday at Dodger Stadium. 
 
“As a team, as a human being, I’m very grateful to have that kind of support,” Darvish said in Japanese. 
“I thought I was very blessed to be able to play baseball while being surrounded by people like this.” 
 
He showed his appreciation with a small gesture. 
 
After Dodgers victories, players on the bench form a line to high-five the players who were on the field 
for the final out. Clayton Kershaw has typically been at the front of the welcoming party in this 
postseason. 
 
Game 4 in Houston was an exception. Darvish, who was rocked the previous day, was the first to slap 
hands with players departing from the field of play. Not only that, he didn’t high-five his teammates 
using his non-pitching hand, as he usually had. He offered them his right hand. 
 
Darvish was somewhere in the middle of the line Tuesday night after the Dodgers’ 3-1 victory, but again 
presented his valuable right hand. 
 
“He’s not necessarily emotional, but he is sensitive,” manager Dave Roberts said. “It meant a lot to him 
for players to come out and say that for him.” 



 
This knowledge that his teammates backed him could explain why Darvish was considerably more 
relaxed in a news conference Tuesday than he was in a similar setting leading up to his previous start. 
The day before he was charged with four runs in only 12/3 innings of that Game 3 loss, Darvish looked 
and sounded extremely nervous. His voice was muted. His sentences were clipped. 
 
He was back to his normal self Tuesday, eloquently covering a number of subjects, from how he still 
wasn’t upset about the slanted-eyes gesture made by Astros first baseman Yuli Gurriel in Game 3 to how 
the baseballs used in this series felt abnormal. 
 
Darvish sounded comforted by the idea that his dismal World Series performance could have been the 
result of a slicker baseball. He won his previous two starts of the postseason, giving up a combined two 
runs over 111/3 innings. 
 
“When the game ended, like I told everyone my slider slipped and the ball wouldn’t catch on my finger,” 
Darvish said. “I didn’t know the ball was slicker.” 
 
He was informed of the possibility by a reporter. 
 
“I compared the balls myself and they were very different,” he said. 
 
When he threw a bullpen session Sunday, he made it a point to use a baseball specially made for this 
World Series. 
 
“I think my slider was better in my bullpen session,” he said. 
 
The five-out start was the shortest of Darvish’s career, but he said he didn’t consider it the worst-ever 
performance. 
 
“If it was the regular season, I wouldn’t have been taken out at the point, so it’s hard for me to think I 
had my worst start here,” he said. “There’s no point in thinking about it. I just have to pitch well.” 
 
In the middle of Game 4 or Game 5, Darvish said he was told by Roberts he was scheduled to start a 
potential Game 7. Darvish responded by telling the manager his turn wouldn’t come because the 
Dodgers would win the series before then. 
 
Evidently, Darvish learned to trust his teammates as much as they trust him. 
 
Darvish is said to not have been particularly close with his teammates in high school or on his first 
professional team, Japan’s Nippon-Ham Fighters. It wasn’t until the last couple of seasons that he 
started forming close relationships on the Texas Rangers. 
 
What he discovered upon his trade to the Dodgers was an unusually welcoming environment. 
 
“You want them to feel comfortable, try to acclimate them as fast as you can in any way, saying, ‘Hey,’ 
asking him what he does, asking him about his family, anything you can do just to make a guy as 
comfortable as possible,” shortstop Corey Seager said. 
 



Darvish used to occasionally think about how he didn’t enjoy playing baseball as much as he did as a 
child. That has changed over the last three months. 
 
“I really look forward to coming to the stadium every day,” he said. 
 
His teammates are a major reason why. 
 
Darvish downplayed the effect this solidarity could have on how he approached the game. Of what the 
others told him in that pregame huddle, he said, “Even if that didn’t happen, it wouldn’t change the fact 
I would give 100%.” 
 
Third baseman Justin Turner was pleased the Dodgers could present Darvish with a chance for 
redemption. 
 
“He probably didn’t feel very good about the way things ended for him in Houston and I’m glad we get a 
chance to give him another opportunity to go out there and throw the ball like he can,” Turner said. 
 
When Turner returned to the clubhouse after the game Tuesday, he made it a point to speak to Darvish. 
 
“I came in here after the game, gave him a big hug and told him his time was tomorrow,” Turner said. 
 
And if it’s Darvish’s time, it will be the Dodgers’, too. 
 
 
 
Dodger Stadium will host a World Series Game 7 for the first time 
 
By Kevin Baxter, Dylan Hernandez, and Bill Shaikin 
 
Dodger Stadium has staged concerts, soccer games, a Papal mass, even a bullfight. 
 
But Wednesday will mark the first time baseball’s third-oldest ballpark will play host to Game 7 of a 
World Series. 
 
The Dodgers forced a final game by defeating the Astros, 3-1, on Tuesday as Rich Hill and four relievers 
combined on a six-hitter. 
 
Two World Series-clinching games have been played in Chavez Ravine, both against the Yankees: In 
1978, when New York won in six games, and in 1963, when the Dodgers swept. 
 
The Dodgers also have won two Games 7 on the road, in 1955 at Yankee Stadium and 10 years later in 
Minnesota. Both games finished 2-0 with a left-hander tossing a shutout in the final game — Johnny 
Podres in the first case for Brooklyn, Sandy Koufax in the second. 
 
That streak is likely to end Wednesday because Yu Darvish, a right-hander, is starting for the Dodgers. 
But a left-hander could still figure in the decision with Alex Wood and ace Clayton Kershaw — along with 
Tony Watson and Tony Cingrani — available out of the bullpen. 
 



Still no apology from Gurriel 
 
Yuli Gurriel still hasn’t apologized in person to Yu Darvish for making a racially insensitive gesture after 
hitting a home run against him in Game 3 of the World Series. 
 
Darvish said he told the Houston Astros first baseman it was “completely unnecessary.” 
 
“When a Dodgers staffer told me what was happening, at the time, it’s not like I was that irritated by it,” 
Darvish said in Japanese. “About the extent of my reaction was me telling [interpreter Hideaki] Sato, ‘He 
did something he shouldn’t have done. This is going to be a problem, isn’t it?’ But I wasn’t angry at all.” 
 
Gurriel reached out to Darvish the day after the incident, saying he wanted to meet so he could 
apologize face-to-face. 
 
“I was told the next day he wanted to speak to me and I communicated to him that it was completely 
unnecessary and that I wasn’t bothered by it,” Darvish said. “Even now, I’m not bothered by it at all.” 
 
Darvish was born in Japan to an Iranian father and Japanese mother. He said he considers racial 
discrimination to be a serious problem. 
 
Gurriel received a five-game suspension, which he will serve at the start of next season. Asked if he 
thought Gurriel received a sufficient punishment, Darvish replied, “It hasn’t really been explained to me, 
so I don’t know how to judge it.” 
 
Dodgers fans let their sentiments be known when Gurriel was introduced for his first at-bat, loudly 
booing him. The boos came back between every pitch of every at-bat, and Gurriel went one for four. 
 
Halo of a story 
 
As Corey Seager and Cody Bellinger worked in the batting cages Tuesday, Shawn Wooten told a little 
story. 
 
Wooten, one of the Dodgers’ hitting coaches, played on the 2002 Angels, the last Southern California 
team to win the World Series. That team flew home after a crushing Game 5 loss in San Francisco, just as 
this Dodgers team did, down 3-2 in the series and unsure who might pitch in for the 54 outs necessary 
to win the series. 
 
Wooten thought of other similarities: Each team had a supporting actor that hit three home runs in the 
game that clinched the World Series appearance: Adam Kennedy for the 2002 Angels, Enrique 
Hernandez for the 2017 Dodgers. And each World Series has been a festival of homers: a combined 24 in 
the 2017 Series, eclipsing the old record of 21 in 2002. 
 
The story Wooten told: On the bus back from the airport after Game 5, he stood up and asked his 
teammates if, back in spring training, they would have taken the chance to win two home games to 
become World Series champions. The Angels indeed rallied to win two games in Anaheim, beating the 
San Francisco Giants. 
 
In Angels lore, that line is generally attributed to Darin Erstad. Wooten swears it was him. 



 
L.A. is spooky cool 
 
For Chase Utley, Game 6 was not the first time he has played on Halloween. 
 
Utley played on Oct. 31, 2009, in Game 3 of that year’s World Series. The temperature at game time, in 
Philadelphia: 70 degrees. 
 
The temperature at game time in Los Angeles on Tuesday: 67 degrees. 
 
Short hops 
 
Andre Ethier was used as a pinch-hitter in the seventh inning, making his franchise-record 50th 
appearance in a postseason game. … Charlie Culberson, late-inning defensive replacement at second 
base, singled in the eighth inning in his only at-bat, driving up his World Series batting average to .600. 
Culberson is three for five, meaning he has as many hits as Justin Turner. 
 
 
George Springer continues to be a force for Astros 
 
By Kevin Baxter and Mike Hiserman 
 
You could say that George Springer has rallied nicely after starting his World Series experience by 
striking out four times in Game 1. 
 
Springer homered on Tuesday for Houston’s only run as Dodgers starter Rich Hill and four relief pitchers 
combined on a six hitter in a 3-1 victory that forced a deciding Game 7 on Wednesday. 
 
After striking out in his first at-bat, Springer hit an opposite-field home run off Hill in the third inning. He 
later was walked intentionally and singled. 
 
Springer is batting .375 in the Series, and his nine hits include four home runs. The only players to hit 
more homers in a Series are Reggie Jackson of the New York Yankees in 1977 and Chase Utley, when he 
played for the Philadelphia Phillies in 2009. They each hit five. 
 
Springer has six extra-base hits, tying him with 11 others in second place behind Willie Stargell of the 
Pittsburgh Pirates, who had seven in 1979. 
 
Gurriel hits through boos 
 
Yuli Gurriel, in the wake of his insensitive remark and racist gesture about Yu Darvish on Saturday, was 
lustily booed by the Dodger Stadium crowd, when he was introduced before the game, before each at-
bat and even between pitches. 
 
He managed a single in four at-bats, giving him 21 during the playoffs, which is second all-time for a 
rookie behind Derek Jeter’s 22 for the New York Yankees in 2002. 
 
Strike up the Ks 



 
Justin Verlander struck out nine in his six innings Tuesday, giving him 150 during the playoffs in his 
career. The ranks fourth all-time behind John Smoltz (199), Andy Pettitte (183) and Roger Clemens (173). 
 
Life lessons 
 
One of the toughest postseason decisions Houston manager A.J. Hinch had to make had nothing to do 
with pitching changes or setting a lineup: whether to take daughters Hailey and Kaitlin out of school to 
accompany their dad on the Astros’ playoff run. 
 
“They've been to school six days this month, which is hard for me,” Hinch said before Tuesday’s game. 
“A Stanford grad; it's hard for me to pull my kids out of school.” 
 
In a way, he said, the girls are getting an education, or at least life experiences they won’t forget. 
 
“There's so much of this story behind the scenes,” Hinch said. “All of us in baseball cherish our families 
and what they sacrifice for us to live out this dream and do this crazy stuff.” 
 
For example, Halloween was a little different this year. It was celebrated at the team’s hotel. 
 
“The trick-or-treating in the hotel will suffice because I think this is special circumstances,” Hinch said. 
“So is missing school.” 
 
Basketball bonding 
 
This was catcher Brian McCann’s first season with the Astros. So in an effort to get to know his new 
teammates, when the team was rained out of an April game in Oakland, he bought a luxury suite for a 
Golden State Warriors playoff game and hosted a boys’ night out. 
 
He did the same thing Monday night in Los Angeles, renting a suite at Staples Center for the Clippers’ 
game with Golden State. 
 
“I've never seen anything like it,” Hinch said. “And I've been on a lot of teams, and winning teams will 
always brag about their chemistry and the culture and the camaraderie. To live it is pretty special. 
 
“We had a mixture of guys: We had some core guys that had come back from our '15 and '16 team. We 
had some veterans, like [Carlos] Beltran and McCann and [Josh] Reddick. We had some guys that were 
making our team for the first time, guys like [Alex] Bregman, and Gurriel. So it contributes at some level. 
“ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Plan was tailor-made for Dodgers outfielder Chris Taylor 
 
By Mike DiGiovanna 
 
Tim Leary pitched 13 years in the big leagues and had his best season in 1988, going 17-11 with a 2.91 
ERA in 35 games to help the Dodgers win the World Series over the Oakland Athletics. 
 
Now 58 and living in Santa Monica, Leary is serving as a guest analyst for the World Series between the 
Dodgers and Houston Astros with an assist from Times staff writer Mike DiGiovanna. 
 
DiGiovanna: With two on and no outs in the sixth and the Dodgers down by a run, Fox analyst John 
Smoltz was adamant in his opinion that Chris Taylor should bunt the runners up. Be honest. Did you 
agree? 
 
Leary: Well, no. He’s been swinging the bat too well. These guys don’t even practice sacrifice bunting 
very much anymore. 
 
And it’s not like the pitcher is up there bunting, and he’s going to automatically get a fastball down the 
middle. 
 
It’s a different strategy with a position player up. He might get breaking ball, breaking ball, breaking ball, 
and it’s going to be a lot harder to bunt. You’ve got the top of the order up. You want to throw up a big 
number. 
 
Taylor got a 97-mph, 1-and-2 fastball and hit it the other way for a double. That’s what I mean, this guy’s 
been on fire. 
 
Kenley Jansen, who Dodgers manager Dave Roberts said would “probably be limited to three outs,” got 
a six-out save but threw only 19 pitches, 18 for strikes. Will he be able to throw multiple innings again in 
Game 7? 
 
Definitely. Monday’s off day helped, and 19 pitches for him is like a one-inning outing. He’s a horse. He’ll 
take the ball for three innings. It’s the way pro athletes are wired. Kenley has struggled some in this 
series, but he looked dominant Tuesday. That will be good for his confidence. 
 
Cody Bellinger had another rough night at the plate with four strikeouts, but he made a game-saving 
scoop of Justin Turner’s one-hop throw to first with two on to end the seventh and preserve a 2-1 lead. 
Does Bellinger’s defense get lost amid all the home runs he hits? 
 
Oh yeah, he’s great defensively, without a doubt. I mean, I’ve never seen him not make a play. Defense 
at first base is one area that doesn’t get the kudos that it deserves. 
 
Cody’s a Keith Hernandez-type, a left-handed thrower who can take away the bunt, make all the throws, 
make all the plays … that’s a huge defensive position. If you have a way-above-average player at first, it’s 
a big bonus. 
 
The Astros put runners on second and third with no outs in the fifth, and Dodgers starter Rich Hill fell 
behind Josh Reddick with a three-ball count. How did they not score there? 



 
That was a huge at-bat, definitely a turning point that prevented the Astros from putting up a crooked 
number. Hill got a called strike, a foul ball and struck out Reddick with a nice curve. 
 
Then Justin Verlander, the pitcher, struck out, and George Springer is intentionally walked. 
 
I liked that Roberts went to [setup man] Brandon Morrow there against Alex Bregman. Morrow is 
dominant, he has overpowering stuff, and the off day refreshed him. He kept the ball down and got the 
ground ball from Bregman. You want to go with your best there. There’s no tomorrow. 
 
What did you think of Roberts’ bullpen management for the rest of the game? 
 
Tony Watson looked a little wobbly when he hit Brian McCann with a pitch to put two on with two outs 
in the sixth. Clearly, that’s not the strategy of the game. 
 
But he got out of it when [Marwin] Gonzalez hit a little line drive to the second baseman. 
 
The leadoff walk to Reddick in the next inning could have turned into a disaster, especially when Kenta 
Maeda replaced Watson and fell behind [pinch hitter] Evan Gattis with a two-ball count. 
 
Maeda’s next pitch, a fastball, was about three inches off the plate and called a strike. That was the 
biggest break ever. It changed the complexion of the at-bat. You go from 3-0 to 2-1. 
 
Maeda threw a great slider that Gattis swung over for strike two, and then Gattis hit a low fastball for a 
fielder’s choice. Gattis is more of a high-ball hitter, so Maeda executed the pitch. 
 
How do the teams line up for Game 7, with Yu Darvish scheduled to start for the Dodgers and Lance 
McCullers for the Astros? 
 
I thought the teams were so even that it would go seven games. 
 
The difference in the teams is that the Dodgers have a deeper bullpen when they’re on, but the Astros 
have that extra starter in the bullpen, and that’s what it could come down to in Game 7. 
 
McCullers to Charlie Morton is Plan A for the Astros. Darvish needs to get the Dodgers reasonably deep 
into the game, then it’s gonna be all hands on deck. It’s gonna be a war. 
 
Clayton Kershaw and Alex Wood will both be available for the Dodgers, and Dallas Keuchel will be 
available for Houston. Kershaw could throw 30-40 pitches. He’s not gonna say, “Take me out,” I know 
that. 
 
Will the Astros need more from Bregman, Altuve and Carlos Correa, the two-three-four hitters who 
combined to go one for 12 Tuesday night? 
 
The Dodgers got their three runs Tuesday from the bottom four hitters, so it’s not like you can stay the 
top four batters in each lineup need to do it. It’s gonna be more about the pitching. 
 



When you get to this level, baseball games are lost. Whoever makes the most mistakes, whether it’s a 
poor pitch, a guy getting behind in counts, walks, errors, you name it, the team that makes the most 
mistakes loses. 
 
 
Pederson is the Dodgers’ Mr. Joctober 
 
By Pedro Moura 
 
The ball popped off of Joc Pederson’s bat, a meandering missile headed for the first row of Dodger 
Stadium’s left-field pavilion. 
 
Pederson could not immediately believe he had hit another World Series home run, his third, in the 
seventh inning of the Dodgers’ 3-1 victory in Tuesday’s Game 6. And he showed it on his rambling path 
around the bases. He yelled, he banged both fists on his chest, and he made gestures about money 
owed to him. 
 
“You kind of black out in a situation like that,” Pederson said. “A lot of emotions hit me quickly.” 
 
Two years after nearly winning the Home Run Derby, Pederson spent the end of this summer in 
purgatory, triple-A Oklahoma City, where hit .143. The once-firm premise that he could contribute to the 
Dodgers’ championship aspirations became preposterous. The team elected to carry struggling reliever 
Pedro Baez instead of him during the National League division series. 
 
He made the next round’s roster and doubled in his lone start. Now, playing a part-time role, Pederson 
leads the Dodgers in World Series homers and shares the team lead in doubles. Much like Yasiel Puig’s 
more publicized triple-A stint a year ago, the player and the team attribute subsequent success to the 
demotion. 
 
“I needed to go learn how to hit, basically,” Pederson said. “I’ve still got a lot of work to do, but it’s 
encouraging to see some of the process and all of the hard work turn into some results in the game.” 
 
Last week, Dodgers manager Dave Roberts recalled that Pederson this season required “clear changes” 
to his game and his off-the-field approach. Upon his August demotion, those changes were stated to 
him. Roberts said Pederson “took the challenge.” He vacated his locker at Detroit’s Comerica Park and 
flew to Colorado Springs to meet the triple-A team. 
 
The results were not great, but Pederson limited his strikeouts, perhaps the biggest flaw in his game. 
When he returned to the Dodgers in September, playing time did not flow his way. He went a week 
without a start. But Pederson began to carry more appeal as the man acquired to replace him, Curtis 
Granderson, continued to struggle. 
 
“I think that his ability to stay the course and focus on things that he can control have helped him grow 
as a major league baseball player,” Roberts said. “And to his credit, he didn’t jump ship. I give all the 
credit to Joc and his growth. You’re always trying to challenge guys to get better and not be 
complacent.” 
 



Pederson, still only 25, has completed the trajectory. He was once essential, then discarded, and is now 
again necessary. 
 
“He continues to amaze us and put together good at-bats,” Roberts said Tuesday. 
 
The last Dodger to hit three home runs in one World Series was Davey Lopes, in 1978. The last Dodger to 
hit more was Duke Snider, in 1955. In World Series history, only three players have ever managed five or 
more extra-base hits and no singles in one series. Pederson is one, as is his teammate, Chase Utley. 
 
The left-handed-hitting Pederson had hit only one home run to left field this year, on July 24. 
 
When he was a feared power hitter, he hammered homers to left and left-center on a regular basis. No 
doubt noticing that change, unnamed teammates attempted to entice him by offering a reward for an 
opposite-field home run. 
 
Intentionally or not, Pederson did it. After he rounded third, he locked eyes with the dugout and twice 
made the international symbol for money. Third baseman Justin Turner, the prime candidate for such an 
offer, would say only that he might have been responsible. Pederson was as cagey. 
 
“I’ve been struggling all year trying to use the whole field,” he said. “So people are trying to get me 
encouraged to using the whole field. I’m not very good at it, so it was relieving.” 
 
 
Dodgers' Hill takes time between pitches to let fans boo Astros' Gurriel 
 
By Bill Shaikin 
 
There is a time to stand up for your teammates, for justice, for what you believe to be right. 
 
This, presumably, was not that time. This was the World Series, and an elimination game at that. So that 
might have been the greatest testament to what Rich Hill did Tuesday: He put his sense of right and 
wrong ahead of winning and losing, at least for a few moments. 
 
It had been four days since Yuli Gurriel of the Houston Astros had slanted his eyes and used a racial slur 
to mock Yu Darvish, the Dodgers’ Japanese-born pitcher. 
 
Hill still was bothered that Commissioner Rob Manfred had decided not to suspend Gurriel during the 
World Series. 
 
“I think, if you’re in any other type of business and you do something like that, you wouldn’t have a job 
the next day,” Hill said. 
 
Hill drew the start in the Dodgers’ first home game since then, and he arrived at Dodger Stadium with 
two priorities. He wanted to keep the Dodgers’ season alive, of course, but he also wanted to oblige a 
Dodger Stadium crowd that would dispense all the punishment Gurriel would get this year. The five-
game suspension Manfred imposed on Gurriel does not start until next season. 
 



With his every at-bat on Tuesday, and with every pitch of every at-bat, the crowd unleashed a fury of 
boos upon Gurriel. This was a level of sustained vocal disdain that Dodger Stadium never had mustered 
for Barry Bonds. 
 
And Hill was Gustavo Dudamel, with a ball rather than a baton, silently conducting the crowd, pausing 
time and again to let a cascade of boos rain down upon Gurriel. 
 
Hill stepped off the mound so the crowd could jeer, made a pitch, stepped off the mound for another 
round of jeers, made another pitch. He turned into a veritable Pedro Baez, lingering between pitches so 
the crowd could rev up its vocal cords once again. 
 
“I think the one thing was just to let the crowd speak their mind,” Hill said. “I didn’t think anything else 
would be as loud as that. The people spoke. I left it to that, and that was it. 
 
“That was the best way to go about it, not hitting him or doing anything like that, but making sure that 
things like this shouldn’t happen.” 
 
The risk, of course, was that Hill would throw off his own timing. Hill said he was willing to take that risk, 
given that the fans were willing to do what the league would not: deliver the message at the World 
Series, when the whole world is watching. 
 
“It’s something that was just and understandable, from every Dodger fan — and not only Dodger fans, 
but people all over the world,” Hill said. 
 
Hill did precisely what the Dodgers had hoped: take two runs through the Houston lineup, and leave his 
team in position to win, which the Dodgers did 3-1. In his four postseason starts, he faced 18 batters 
twice and 19 batters twice — including on Tuesday, when his 19th and last batter was an intentional 
walk. He pitched 42/3 innings and gave up one run, a home run by George Springer. 
 
There might come a time when he takes public offense to the team-imposed limits on his use. The 
World Series was not that time. 
 
“It’s irrelevant in this situation,” he said. “We had to win. We won. We’re moving on to Game 7.” 
 
Hill had waited his whole life for this World Series moment. 
 
Three years ago, he put up an earned-run average of infinity for the Angels. Two years ago, he was 
pitching for the Long Island Ducks. He rediscovered his curveball and resuscitated his career. 
 
The Dodgers traded three pitching prospects to get him 16 months ago — not elite prospects, perhaps, 
but still three pretty decent arms, no small consideration for a front office that believes the key to 
sustained success is replenishing the roster with a steady supply of young players. 
 
They committed $48 million to retain him, the most money lavished on any starting pitcher in free 
agency last winter. And he will be 39 when the deal expires, no small consideration for a front office 
wary of paying off the contracts of older players whose performance has deserted them. 
 
To get from there to here, and to within one victory of a parade? 



 
“It’s an incredible feeling,” he said. “That’s the biggest thing, the only thing that matters: the team. 
When you do lose your identity for the team, that’s what’s most important. Understanding that here in 
L.A. has really been an incredible journey, with all these guys in the locker room.” 
 
He said he was not at all nervous, recounting what he had told himself as he prepared for Tuesday’s 
game. 
 
“When you look back in 10, 20 years — hopefully, I’m still around by then — what will you look back 
on?” Hill said. “All I said was, don’t have any regrets. That was really it. And that really calmed 
everything.” 
 
 
Get ready for Los Angeles' first World Series Game 7 
 
By Kevin Baxter 
 
Dodger Stadium has played host to a Pope and the Kings. The Beatles, the Rolling Stones and the Three 
Tenors have performed there. So did the Harlem Globetrotters. 
 
But baseball’s third-oldest ballpark, which opened in 1962, has never seen Game 7 of a World Series 
played there. Until today. 
 
By rallying for a 3-1 victory in Game 6 on Tuesday, the Dodgers kept the champagne in the Houston 
Astros’ clubhouse corked and assured history would be made Wednesday in their iconic home of 56 
seasons. 
 
Either the Dodgers will win the first Game 7 played in Los Angeles or the Astros, born the same year 
Dodger Stadium was built, will win their first World Series title. Either the Dodgers will capture a 
championship for the first time in 29 years or the state of Texas will own a trophy it has never won. 
 
High drama and high stakes, either way. Dodgers ace Clayton Kershaw is also anticipating some fun. 
 
“How often do you get to play in Game 7 of World Series?” said Kershaw, who will be available of the 
Dodger bullpen on two days of rest after starting on Sunday. “I can’t even fathom winning it.” 
 
Dave Roberts said he’s been waiting for the opportunity since he first picked up a ball. 
 
“Never been a part of a Game 7,” the Dodgers manager said. “When you're a young kid and you're kind 
of trying to play through all the heroes and heroics and talking about a Game 7 in the World Series — 
and here we are.” 
 
With no room for error in what has already been the winningest season in franchise history for both 
teams, the Dodgers will give the ball to Yu Darvish while the Astros go with Lance McCullers Jr. 
 
Darvish, whom the team traded for late in the summer for just this kind of situation, lasted less than two 
innings in Game 3, losing to McCullers, who pitched into the sixth. 
 



Both teams will also have all hands on deck out of the bullpen. 
 
“We’ve got everyone available tomorrow,” Kershaw said. “I can go 27 innings. I’ll be ready go. Whatever 
they need.” 
 
The Dodgers, facing elimination Tuesday, fell behind early on George Springer’s solo home run in the 
third inning, his fourth homer of the Series. That was all the Astros got, though, allowing the Dodgers to 
chip away at Houston starter Justin Verlander. 
 
The right-hander, unbeaten since joining the Astros in August, was dominant through five innings, but in 
the sixth he gave up a leadoff single to Austin Barnes, then hit pinch-hitter Chase Utley with a two-strike 
pitch that skipped into the batter’s box and struck Utley in the right foot. 
 
A double from Chris Taylor scored Barnes and sent Utley to third, from where he scored on Corey 
Seager’s sacrifice fly. 
 
That would prove to be the winning run, although Joc Pederson added insurance with an opposite-field 
solo homer off reliever Joe Musgrove in the seventh. The homer was the 24th for both teams, extending 
what was already a World Series record. 
 
So now the stage is set for Game 7. 
 
“Come ready to play,” Houston manager A.J. Hinch said when asked what he told his team. “This is the 
biggest stage, the best stage, an opportunity to win the World Series in Game 7. 
 
“That was immediately the message when the last out was made.” 
 
Dodger Stadium has been the site of eight previous World Series, and two title-clinching games have 
been played in Chavez Ravine. Both came against the New York Yankees, in 1978, when New York won 
in six games, and in 1963, when the Dodgers swept. 
 
The Dodgers have also won a Game 7 on the road twice, in 1955 at Yankee Stadium and 10 years later in 
Minnesota. 
 
“I’m looking forward to it for sure,” Seager said. “It comes down to you’ve got to win a game. You’ve got 
to scratch and just try to get a run. We’ve just got to win. 
 
“It’s going to be fun.” 
 
His boss is even more excited. 
 
“Game 7,” Dodger President Stan Kasten said. “It’s the greatest thing in sports. And Game 7 for the first 
time at Dodger Stadium? It literally does not get any better.” 
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Dodgers’ Rich Hill gave fans extra time to boo Astros’ Yuli Gurriel 
 
By J.P. Hoornstra 
 
 
LOS ANGELES — Dodgers right-hander Yu Darvish said Tuesday he was surprised by how much of a 
controversy Astros first baseman Yuli Gurriel’s offensive gesture has created since Game 3. 
 
“I didn’t think it was going to be this big of a deal,” he said of his initial reaction through his interpreter. 
 
Darvish said Gurriel contacted the Dodgers after Game 3 to offer him an apology. But Darvish told him 
that was not necessary. 
 
“After the game, he contacted us and said, ‘Hey, I’d like to meet you in person and apologize,’” Darvish 
said Tuesday. “But I told him, ‘Hey, you don’t have to do that because you made a comment, and, like, 
I’m not that mad.’ 
 
“I really didn’t care much about that.” 
 
Gurriel was suspended for five games by Major League Baseball, a punishment that will be deferred to 
the 2018 season with Gurriel agreeing to drop his right to appeal the discipline. 
 
No player received louder boos during pregame introductions at Dodger Stadium than Gurriel, and 
Dodgers starting pitcher Rich Hill gave the fans some additional time to do so. 
 
Hill deliberately took his time during Gurriel’s first two plate appearances. Hill stepped off the mound 
the first time, allowing Dodgers fans extra time to vent their displeasure. 
 
Hill called it his “silent gesture” about the situation. 
 
“That’s a situation that’s disheartening,” he said. “I think it’s something unfortunately where I don’t 
really think the punishment fit the action. 
 
“I think rightfully so the fans spoke out and understood what was going on. I gave the fans the time to 
voice their opinion.” 
 
 
Dodgers’ Kenley Jansen redeems himself with six-out save in Game 6 
 
By J.P. Hoornstra 
 
LOS ANGELES — The bullpen gate swung open to begin the eighth inning, and Dr. Dre welcomed a crowd 
of 54,128 to the Wild, West West. Kenley Jansen’s familiar entrance music was playing an inning earlier 
than normal. The Dodgers’ closer was trying for a six-out save in Game 6 of the World Series. 
 



In a series in which nothing’s come easy for the Dodgers, Jansen turned the ending of the Dodgers’ 
season-saving, 3-1 win over the Houston Astros into a piece of cake. 
 
Jansen faced six batters. He needed a total of 19 pitches to retire them all. Only one pitch missed the 
strike zone. 
 
“I’m not trying to be a hero or anything, but there’s no tomorrow,” Jansen said. “You’ve got to go out 
there and fight.” 
 
Video: Dodgers beat Verlander, force Game 7 
 
Before Tuesday, Jansen had not successfully converted a six-out save in the playoffs since Game 2 of the 
2016 National League Championship Series – not that he hadn’t tried. So far, the World Series simply 
hadn’t gone as planned. 
 
In the ninth inning of Game 2, Jansen allowed a tying home run to George Springer. It was the first 
blown save of Jansen’s postseason career, and it allowed the Astros to steal a come-from-behind, 7-6 
victory in 11 innings. 
 
In Sunday’s Game 5, Jansen was tasked with preserving a 12-12 tie on the road. He fell one out short, 
becoming the losing pitcher when Alex Bregman walked him off the mound with a 10th-inning single. 
 
 
Game 6 was different. 
 
“He looked like he always has,” Dodgers pitcher Clayton Kershaw said. “We’ve asked a lot out of our 
’pen this whole postseason. B-Mo (Brandon Morrow) looked back to what he does. Kenley was 
amazing.” 
 
Jansen saved his best for last. With two outs in the ninth inning, he dialed up his cut fastball to 96 mph – 
the hardest pitch he’d thrown in the World Series. 
 
“The stadium was getting pretty loud in a big moment,” catcher Austin Barnes said. “Kenley obviously 
wants the ball.” 
 
In Houston, Jansen was one of several pitchers who complained about the slick surface of the baseball 
impeding their ability to throw a slider. Tuesday, Jansen threw four sliders. All were strikes; one got 
Brian McCann to swing and miss to end the eighth inning. 
 
“I just saw more, I think just more confidence in what he was throwing up there today,” Barnes said of 
Jansen. “A little bit different – the way he competed today was pretty special.” 
 
The hidden value of Jansen’s effort might only be realized in Game 7. 
 
Kershaw said he was prepared to pitch in relief Tuesday, two days after his Game 5 start. He was never 
needed. 
 



“If Kenley had a long eighth or something,” Kershaw said he might have begun to warm up. “I never got 
hot.” 
 
Now, he enters Game 7 fresh as a newborn. 
 
“Twenty-seven outs, whatever they need,” Kershaw said. 
 
 
 
Whicker: World Series is up for grabs after Game 6 escapes Justin Verlander’s grip 
 
By Mark Whicker 
 
LOS ANGELES — Justin Verlander stomped his way into the sixth inning, looking for more grapes. 
 
He had ended the last three innings with strikeouts. He had given the Dodgers one hit and no walks, 
except for a lot of head-down walks back to the dugout. 
 
He had struck out Cody Bellinger twice, dropped an obscene curveball to eliminate Joc Pederson. 
 
“I didn’t really feel like I was really going at it,” Verlander said. “But I’d look up at the scoreboard and it 
would say 98 (mph).” 
 
Verlander had Houston’s first World Series championship on his racket in Game 6 on Wednesday night. 
He was only leading 1-0, thanks to some tricky bobbing-and-weaving by Rich Hill and Brandon Morrow 
and Tony Watson. 
But he was good enough to make the crowd sit there, absorbing cool mist in the same place where it 
sweated rivers a week ago. Wishful thinking masqueraded as hope. There was nothing to indicate the 
Astros wouldn’t fly home soaked and victorious. 
 
But Game 6s never just sit there obediently. They have traditionally been the best games of the best 
World Series, just as this game was, just as this Series is becoming. 
 
When the sixth was over, Verlander wore a what-happened expression and a 2-1 deficit. 
 
Joc Pederson would add a home run off Joe Musgrove, a renewed Kenley Jansen would roll through the 
eighth and ninth innings with 19 pitches, no baserunners and 18 strikes, and the Dodgers would win 3-1 
and set up the first World Series Game 7 in Dodger Stadium history. 
 
 
This game becomes the most involving sporting event in this city since the Lakers beat the Celtics in 
Game 7 of the 2010 NBA Finals. Those two teams were approximately as exhausted as these are. To 
make it happen, the Dodgers’ pitching staff had to gather itself after five games that had produced a 
5.59 ERA. 
 
It did and now Verlander hopes he doesn’t develop a kinship with others who had chances to nail down 
Games 6s and wound up losing it all. 
 



Like the Giants’ Russ Oritz, who in 2002 had a 5-0 lead in Anaheim, gave up two singles, and was taken 
out by Dusty Baker, who handed him the baseball as a keepsake. The Angels beat up three relievers, 
won 6-5, then won the next night. 
 
Like the Rangers’ Darren Oliver, who in 2011 had a 2-and-2 count on Lance Berkman of the Cardinals in 
the bottom of the 10th with a 9-8 lead. Berkman doubled, and David Freese homered in the 11th, and 
the Cardinals won Game 7, too. 
 
Like the Cardinals’ John Tudor, who in 1987 had a 5-2 lead at Minnesota going into the fifth. Then Kirby 
Puckett singled, Gary Gaetti doubled and Don Baylor homered, and Tudor left, and the Twins turned 
that tie into an 11-5 rout and a clinching win the next night. 
 
Houston has a right to expect a better fate. 
 
Game 7 starter Lance McCullers Jr. is on normal rest. The Dodgers’ Yu Darvish is coming off an 
uncompetitive Game 3. And surely the Astros’ bullpen is fresher, since Brad Peacock had two days off. 
Whether the Astros dare use exiled closer Ken Giles is something we’ll discover, but Jansen, Morrow and 
Kenta Maeda all worked again, and Morrow became the fifth pitcher ever to work the first six games of 
a World Series. 
 
There will be opportunities to deliver Verlander from regret. He stood there at his locker for a long time 
Tuesday, philosophical and reflective. The Dodgers are delighted they won’t see him again (probably). 
 
“I threw the ball good even in that inning,” he said. “They got a couple of runs and it (stinks), but what 
can you do? They’re a hard team to beat. So are we. 
 
“These teams won 100 games. There isn’t anything they don’t do well. I kind of think everybody knew 
this was going to seven games.” 
 
It began when Verlander got to 2-and-0 on Austin Barnes. 
 
“That shouldn’t have happened,” he said, “and he got a base hit that found a hole.” 
 
Then Verlander hit Chase Utley, a batter he should overmatch, in the foot. 
 
“I was trying to bury a slider there,” he said. “I’ve left enough sliders over the plate lately to know what 
happens. I just yanked it.” 
 
Chris Taylor dumped a 97-mph fastball into no man’s land, near the line, and Barnes scored. 
 
“I went back and looked at it,” Verlander said. “I thought I made a good pitch. He reached out and hit it 
on the label and it wound up in right field. There wasn’t much I could do there.” 
 
Then Corey Seager launched a run-scoring fly ball (in deference to Vin Scully, who never called them 
sacrifice flies because the batter isn’t giving himself up intentionally). 
 
“That was the hardest-hit ball in the inning,” Verlander said. “Slider over the middle of the plate. Not a 
very good one.” 



 
What about Wednesday? 
 
“I hope we blow them out,” Verlander said, prompting laughter. “But I don’t think that’s going to 
happen. This is going to be a battle. Probably the two best games I’ve ever played in have been in this 
World Series. But we just played a Game 7 (an American League Championship Series win over the 
Yankees) so we know what it’s like. 
 
“Naturally your adrenaline is so high that to calm yourself down is nearly impossible. But you use it. You 
just pitch and do the things you’ve done your whole life. At no point is there a letup or a deep breath. 
The only time that happens is when the inning is over and you reset, back in the dugout, and then you 
go back out.” 
 
He smiled. 
 
“Dallas Keuchel and I were talking after the game,” Verlander said. “He said that in these games, when 
there’s a man on first base and two out, it feels like they’ve got a man on third base and two out. That’s 
just the feel you have in these games.” 
 
Six games, two won by Houston in extra innings, all but one decided by two or fewer runs. When the 
Dodgers hold Houston to fewer than five runs, they’re 3-0. When the Astros get into extra innings, 
they’re 2-0. 
 
We will soon discover if any of that history matters. All we know is that Houston had a chance to win it 
in six with Justin Verlander. Sometimes that chance, if wasted, becomes your last. 
 
 
Miller: 2017 World Series officially becomes ‘epic’ with a heavyweight Game 7 
 
By Jeff Miller 
 
LOS ANGELES — At various times over the past week or so, the 2017 World Series deserved many things. 
 
In no particular order: A sedative, a parachute, a deep breath, a laugh track, a clean shave, another deep 
breath, an airbag, an air-sickness bag, a fly ball that actually died on the warning track and a deep 
breath. 
 
After all that – plus the lead changes and tied scores and slick balls and beaten chests – you know what 
it deserved more than anything else? A Game 7. 
 
Well, this is L.A., right, so let’s stick to the script. 
 
“This is where we wanted to get to,” Dodgers left-hander Clayton Kershaw said. “It’s real.” 
 
This Fall Classic has lived up to its nickname in both the Fall and Classic parts and now fittingly spills into 
November, October, even with its 31 days, not long enough to contain all the October baseball needed 
to pry apart the Dodgers and Astros. 



By winning Game 6 on Tuesday 3-1, the Dodgers forced a final showdown in which the winner takes 
everything and the loser takes an entire offseason to ponder what in the world just happened. 
 
After six games, appropriately, it’s still too close to call. 

 
“It’s going to be awesome,” closer Kenley Jansen said. “I believe in all these guys in this clubhouse. 
We’ve never stopped believing we could win a championship. Here we are.” 
 
Of the 57 innings played in this series, 54 have ended with the teams separated by no more than three 
runs. The difference has been two or fewer 82 percent of the time (47 innings). 
 
The Dodgers are trying to win the franchise’s first World Series in 29 years, a barren gap that weighs on 
the players and fans like an official game-worn jersey made of concrete. 
 
The Astros never have won anything, and this an organization that was born in 1962 as the Colt .45s, an 
era so long ago that, back then, it was perfectly acceptable to name a professional sports team after a 
gun. 
 
It hasn’t been the most fundamentally sound World Series, few fundamentals capable of surviving all 10 
innings of a game that ends in the beer-league score of 13-12. 
 
It hasn’t been the most classy of World Series, one of the Astros busted for mocking Yu Darvish for 
something over which the Dodgers pitcher has little control – being Japanese. 
 
It hasn’t been the most crisply played World Series, this matchup featuring the doomed combination of 
an increasing number of reliever appearances and a decreasing degree of reliever effectiveness. 
 
But it has been one of the most entertaining, brilliantly bizarre and wildly fantastic World Series ever, 
each team fully committed to making the other squirm and perspire until the final, final out. 
 
“Why not?” Jansen said when asked about moving on to a Game 7. “I mean, we’re going to fight out 
there. We believe in ourselves.” 
 
Because of all this, the 2017 World Series has led to an epic amount of use of the word “epic.” It also has 
prompted more references to a heavyweight fight than any heavyweight fight in recorded history. 
 
Through six games, millions of words have been written and uttered to describe a World Series that – in 
about the only thing everyone could agree upon – has defied description. 
 
It’s no wonder then that, faced with such extreme working conditions, many weary media members 
have resorted to the dependable, time-tested bromides. Yes, Houston, we have a cliche. 
 
It’s impossible to definitively determine where this World Series will rank all-time. Yet, a writer at Sports 
Illustrated attempted to at least put Game 5 into context using a mathematical formula called Win 
Probability Added, which he described as “a quantification of the incremental changes in game state.” 
 



And who says baseball’s boring? Leave it to math to turn 5 hours, 17 minutes of hardball insanity into a 
migraine-inducing dull-a-thon as whimsical as doing your taxes. 
 
For what it’s worth, the writer determined that the Astros’ 13-12 victory was the second-greatest World 
Series game ever, behind St. Louis’ 10-9 Game 6 win over Texas in 2011, when the Cardinals overcame 
five deficits and were down to their final strike twice. 
 
While it is hard to argue with those credentials, I’d like it noted that only Game 5 on Sunday featured a 
man running on the field wearing stars-and-stripes shorts and with “Villains Never Die” written across 
his bare chest. 
 
That, folks, is the sort of thing that doesn’t show up in the boxscore, the kind of development that defies 
quantification while no doubt impacting the incremental state of the game by making everyone feel a 
little bit queasy. 
 
What also fails to be captured statistically is the sight of a big-league ballplayer, on the eve of a 
potentially career-defining Game 7, standing in the clubhouse answering questions in a Chewbacca 
costume. 
 
The postgame outfit, based on Kike’ Hernandez’s personality, might or might not have had anything to 
do with the fact it was Halloween. 
 
“Tonight was crazy, so…I’m sure it’s going to be, no I can’t,” third baseman Justin Turner said when 
asked if he could anticipate the atmosphere for Game 7. “I’m sure it’s going to be wild. I know the city’s 
pumped up for this. They’ve been behind us all year long.” 
 
All year, reduced to one game. It has been a stomach-twisting ride so far, with a final trip still to go, a 
seventh wonder of a wonderful World Series. 
 
 
Dodgers rally to beat Astros, extend World Series to Game 7 
 
By Bill Plunkett 
 
LOS ANGELES — After 29 years, what’s another day? 
 
Pushed to the brink of elimination by a draining loss in Game 5 that left their bullpen shell-shocked and 
facing a Justin Verlander unbeaten in his new uniform, the Dodgers did what has become standard in 
this World Series – they took hold of the wheel and spun it back around. 
 
Verlander had a one-hit shutout going when the Dodgers rallied for two runs in the sixth inning of Game 
6 on Tuesday night then white-knuckled it through nine outs from their exhausted bullpen, holding on 
for a 3-1 victory that forced a Game 7 on Wednesday night at Dodger Stadium. 
 
It will be the first World Series Game 7 ever played at the 55-year-old stadium. 
 
“Hopefully it’s fun. We’re looking forward to it, for sure,” Dodgers shortstop Corey Seager said of Game 
7. “All along it’s been, ‘Gotta win a series.’ Now it comes down to ‘Gotta win a game.’” 



This entire Series has been fun – the kind of fun a kid has speed-eating his Halloween haul then waking 
up the next morning still humming from the sugar rush and unable to concentrate at school. 
 
“This is when you’re a young kid and you’re kind of trying to play through all the heroes and heroics and 
talking about a Game 7 in the World Series,” Dodgers manager Dave Roberts said. “And here we are.” 
 
For five innings, it didn’t look like the Dodgers would live to play another day. Whatever slick-ball 
sorcery Major League Baseball tried to pull, it didn’t affect Verlander. He retired 15 of the first 16 
Dodgers batters, allowing a second-inning single to Yasiel Puig and striking out eight. 
 
“It’s never easy against him,” Dodgers third baseman Justin Turner said. “We were just grinding away, 
trying to find a way to get guys on base, trying to get some traffic against him.” 
 
Verlander finally cracked in the sixth inning – as he had in Game 2. Austin Barnes singled to start the 
inning, bringing up Chase Utley. 
 
Utley has always been willing to take a ball to a body part in exchange for a base. So he did, standing 
stoically as a 90-mph cutter landed short of home plate and bounced off his right leg. 
 
It might be the most important hit by pitch in franchise history. 
 
Chris Taylor came up with two on and none out and fought off a 97-mph fastball up and in, dropping it 
down the right-field line for a game-tying RBI double. 
 
“I was just focused on staying short and finding a way to put the ball in play,” Taylor said. “He’s got 
electric stuff – that fastball up and a really good slider. So I wanted to be as short as possible, not try to 
do too much or overswing. And find a way to get the bat on the ball and hope for the best.” 
 
Seager followed with a fly ball that looked a lot like the two-run home run he hit off Verlander in Game 2 
– except the temperature has dropped 30 degrees in Southern California since then. The ball dropped 
into right fielder Josh Reddick’s glove at the base of the wall, deep enough for Utley to trot home with 
the go-ahead run. 
 
The counting began immediately. 
 
Roberts has turned Hill into a situational lefty during the postseason. That situation has been limited to 
the first two times through the order. In four postseason starts, Hill has faced just three batters for a 
third plate appearance in the same game. 
 
Hill did pitch into the fifth inning this time. But Roberts pulled him with the bases loaded and two outs. 
One of Sunday night’s punching bags, Brandon Morrow, came in to get the third out and two more in 
the sixth inning. Tony Watson got the next one. 
 
Handed the lead, Watson walked the first batter in the seventh and Roberts went to Kenta Maeda. 
 
Maeda got through the seventh, retiring Jose Altuve (who hit a three-run home run off him in Game 5) 
to end the inning. In the bottom of the inning, Joc Pederson – forgotten in Triple-A in August and left off 



the postseason roster for the first round – bought the flagging bullpen some insurance with his third 
home run of the Series, bounding around the bases in a reprise of his Game 5 “You like that” moment. 
 
“Yeah, emotions run high. You kind of black out in a situation like that,” Pederson said. “So I’m going to 
have to rewatch it to see what I did.” 
 
With six outs to get, the Dodgers’ bullpen was crowded. Starters Alex Wood and Clayton Kershaw had 
volunteered for duty. And Roberts said before the game his heavily-worked closer was probably reduced 
to “a three-out situation” in Game 6. 
 
“A three-out situation” is this year’s “absolutely not” – he brought in Kenley Jansen to start the eighth. 
 
“I felt good,” Jansen said. “I told him I was ready. … I didn’t have that conversation with him today 
(about being limited to three outs). He knows I’ll do whatever he asks. I know he’ll take care of me. 
 
“Listen, I don’t want to be a hero or anything, but there’s no tomorrow. … I didn’t feel it (fatigue). The 
adrenaline’s so high, playing for your team, your city, in Dodger Stadium. You’re fighting for tomorrow.” 
 
Jansen has pitched in 12 of the Dodgers’ 15 games this postseason, 13-2/3 innings and 190 pitches 
before Wednesday – and he had allowed runs in his previous three appearances in this Series, blowing a 
save in Game 2 and taking a loss in Game 5. 
 
Jansen put his foot down this time, retiring the final six Astros drama-free. 
 
But what does that leave for Game 7? 
 
“I’ll go nine,” Jansen said, failing to specify innings or outs. “Whatever they need me to do.” 
 
 

ESPN 
 

 
Managing Game 7 is the most difficult coaching job in sports 
 
By Sam Miller 
 
I do not believe that hitting a baseball is the hardest thing to do in sports. I do, however, believe that 
managing the seventh game of a World Series is the hardest thing to coach in sports. 
 
Consider this single tweet, from Buster Olney, which contains within it everything that makes this a 
managing challenge unlike any other: 
 

Buster Olney ✔@Buster_ESPN 
Clayton Kershaw texted Dave Roberts Monday and told him he’s ready to pitch Game 6. Roberts told 
him to be ready to get last out Game 7. 
1:20 PM - Oct 31, 2017 



Consider one unspoken premise in that tweet: To win, the Los Angeles Dodgers will need to get 27 outs. 
Well, to lose they will, too. But to win, somebody/somebodies will have to get a bunch of outs, all the 
way to the 27th. 
 
Now consider three assumptions that pretty much all of us can agree on, independent of that tweet: 
 
1. Clayton Kershaw is one of the greatest pitchers in the history of the game, and he's more or less in his 
prime. At full strength, he is the best bet to get any individual out, though he won't be at full strength 
after starting Sunday. 
 
2. Kenley Jansen is one of the greatest relievers in the history of the game, and maybe the best in the 
world right now. At full strength, he is the next-best bet to get any individual out. 
 
3. Yu Darvish is also quite good. (He is also a fully rested starter and can pitch much longer than the 
others.) 
 
From these three assumptions, then, we all agree that if baseball games were only three outs, Clayton 
Kershaw probably would be called on to start and finish this one. If they were, say, 10 outs, Kershaw 
would be asked to get as many as he could and Jansen would get the rest. They're 27 outs, so Kershaw 
would ideally get as many as he can, Jansen will get as many as he can beyond that, and because they 
will combine for a number much smaller than 27, Darvish will get as many as he can beyond that. Maybe 
that gets Roberts to 27; if not, the best available relievers (including Alex Wood) fill in the gaps. 
 
Now, presuming that Dave Roberts meant the words in that tweet as we're likely to read them -- that he 
envisions Clayton Kershaw being his "closer" during Wednesday night's game -- there are two 
implications: 
 
First, that Jansen, a historically great reliever who threw only 19 pitches Tuesday (and none on the off-
day Monday), will pitch before Kershaw. 
 
Second, Roberts knows roughly how many outs he's going to ask Kershaw to get. Generally, managers 
don't bring in the guy they want to get the last out until they're sure they can make it to the last out. 
That's why closers don't come into the sixth or seventh, even when it might be the biggest moment of 
the game. Once the closer is in, the closer does not get removed. This is especially true if Jansen already 
has pitched before Kershaw. 
 
So that's not so hard: Pick a number that you want to give Kershaw and work backward from 27; that's 
when Kershaw comes in. Then pick a number you want to give Jansen and work backward from there. 
Hope that Darvish can get to whatever that number is, or bridge the gap. 
 
But there's a problem in all of this: Nobody can know what number you want to give Kershaw. For one 
thing, outs are a constantly shifting unit of measurement; some take a single pitch to get, some take 25 
or 30 and include a bunch of hits and walks along the way. More likely, there is an estimated number of 
pitches Kershaw can throw -- adjusted, perhaps, for how many times he has to get up and down to start 
new innings -- and a guess for how many outs he can get in those pitches. But if it's, say, 40 pitches, how 
many outs is that? No way to know. Roberts risks either overextending Kershaw, if his pitcher takes 
more pitches than expected, or wasting Kershaw, if his pitcher needs fewer pitches than expected. 
 



For the other thing, though, that pitch estimate Roberts is going by is totally made up. There's no real 
precedent here. There's certainly no precedent established by thousands and thousands of instances of 
pitchers just like Kershaw coming into games just like this one under circumstances exactly like these 
with precisely this number of innings thrown over the past week, month and year, and with exactly the 
same recent back issues Kershaw has had. So maybe it's 40 pitches. Maybe it's 25 and then he hits a 
wall, and now he's overextended again. Or maybe it's 85, and bringing him into the eighth is, again, 
wasting him. (All of this, incidentally, applies also to Jansen, who you'll try to extend -- but not extend 
too much.) 
 
So, ideally, in a perfect world, you'd do the only logical thing: You'd start with your best pitcher, 
Kershaw. You'd let him go until you realize he's not your best anymore. You figure out as you go how 
many pitches that is, and you figure out as you go how many outs that is good for. Then you bring in 
your second-best pitcher, Jansen. You do the same. Once he's not your second-best pitcher anymore -- 
which you'll see, because you're a baseball genius and spot these little tells that a pitcher has that he's 
tiring -- you look up at the scoreboard. Maybe it's the third inning at this point. Maybe it's the eighth 
inning. The difference between those two situations is massive, and you're glad, looking at the 
scoreboard, that you chose to do it this way, because now you know exactly what you need to get from 
your third-best pitchers and beyond. 
 
But you can't do this, can you? Because, most likely, you're still going to be asking a lot from Yu Darvish, 
and he needs to be good for this plan to work. He needs to be Yu Darvish good. And you just don't know 
whether Darvish, coming out of the bullpen for the first time in his career, with all the nerves of Game 7 
of the World Series affecting his preparation in the bullpen, is going to be able to handle that. If he can, 
he throws the final six or four or two innings and you hold the parade. If he doesn't, you've just ruined 
the third-best pitcher you've got. 
 
(And, for that matter, if Darvish gets knocked out, you might wish you'd asked for more from Kershaw 
and Jansen. You might have pulled them because they looked worse, at that point, than Darvish, but not 
necessarily worse than the options after Darvish.) 
 
All of this is why this is the single hardest game in sports to manage. In most sports, the coach or 
manager knows more or less how good his players are, and tries to put them in a position to succeed. 
Maybe the coach gets it wrong -- bad matchup, a bad playcall, a failure to imagine the defense's 
response, or just bad juju. Maybe the coach gets it right, but the players don't execute, and it all goes 
south. Half of all coaches lose, and they were all stupid if you listen to talk-radio after the game. 
 
But for Game 7, baseball managers have to make these decisions without having any reasonable idea 
how good their players even are. Once they start to tire, pitchers' fatigue is the most powerful force in 
baseball. When Dave Roberts brought Brandon Morrow into Game 5, he knew Morrow would be tired 
from overuse, but he had to guess how tired and how much it would matter. Roberts guessed "a little." 
The answer was "a lot." Morrow was historically bad. Roberts wouldn't have brought Morrow in if he'd 
known that. He was just guessing. 
 
Game 7 will be that, for both teams, with even higher stakes and even more unknowns. We have no 
idea whether Kershaw, exhausted, is still the best pitcher on the Dodgers, or how exhausted he can be 
and still maintain that status. We have no idea at what pitch count Jansen stops being better than Ross 
Stripling. It's certainly after pitch 1 and it's certainly before pitch 150, but we -- and Roberts -- have no 
way of saying in advance what that number is. 



 
So Roberts will guess. An educated guess, but a guess, because not even the players really know and 
most of them aren't honest anyway. 
 

 Andy McCullough ✔@McCulloughTimes 
Clayton Kershaw in Game 7: “I can go 27 innings. Whatever they need.” 
9:07 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 78 78 Replies   774 774 Retweets   2,623 2,623 likes 
 
Last year, Joe Maddon made these guesses in Game 7. He took out his starter, Kyle Hendricks, for Jon 
Lester, who was pitching on the same two days of rest that Kershaw will have Wednesday. Lester was 
great. Then Maddon took out Lester for Aroldis Chapman, his closer. Chapman had thrown 14⅓ 
postseason innings already -- one fewer than Jansen has thrown -- and had thrown 20 pitches the night 
before, one more than Jansen did Tuesday. He wore down. He blew the lead and limped home throwing 
off-speed pitches. He wasn't very good anymore. 
 
Last year, Roberts made similar guesses in the final game of the Dodgers' National League Division 
Series. He brought Jansen out for the seventh inning, unheard of for a closer. Jansen tried so hard to get 
to the end, but he couldn't quite do it. Kershaw, pitching on just one day of rest, came in for the final 
two outs. He was still amazing. 
 
 Sam Miller @SamMillerBB 
What's fun about this is there is zero way of knowing whether Kenley at 50 pitches or Kershaw on no 
rest is better. Can't even hate! 
9:28 PM - Oct 13, 2016 
 4 4 Replies   55 55 Retweets   110 110 likes 
 
It was the most heroic moment of Kershaw's postseason career. The most heroic moment of Jansen's 
postseason career. The most heroic moment of Roberts' postseason career. 
 
To date, that is. Whatever happens Wednesday will quite possibly top it for all three, or else ... the 
opposite. It's anybody's guess. 
 
 
Players, famous fans ready for Game 7 of World Series 
 
By SN Staff 
 
It was no slugfest like Sunday's Game 5, but Tuesday's Game 6 delivered on excitement. The Los Angeles 
Dodgers defeated the Houston Astros 3-1 to send the World Series to a Game 7 to take place 
Wednesday in Los Angeles. 
 
Dodgers players and owner Magic Johnson were pretty pumped about the win. 
 

Alex Wood ✔@Awood45 
We don’t always play baseball in November...but when we do it’s for game 7 of the freakin World 
Series! #ShowDodgers #LAstandUP 
8:57 PM - Oct 31, 2017 



 219 219 Replies   4,441 4,441 Retweets   14,436 14,436 likes 
 

 Enrique Hernández ✔@kikehndez 
Two teams. One game. Winner takes all. Who’s freaking ready for Game 7?!!!!! Let’s goooooo!!!! 
#ThisTeam #WorldSeries #1More 
9:03 PM - Oct 31, 2017 · Los Angeles, CA 
 203 203 Replies   3,081 3,081 Retweets   10,369 10,369 likes 
 

 Yasiel Puig ✔@YasielPuig 

It’s a win baby, it’s a win. Game 7 time!! 👅 #thisteam #worldseries 
9:01 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 406 406 Replies   7,469 7,469 Retweets   24,331 24,331 likes 
 
 

 Kenley Jansen ✔@kenleyjansen74 

I heard you @Dodgers fans, thank you! 🙏🏽 Game 7 ... #WORLDSERIES Game 7 @Dodgers! #LA, get 

ready & get louder for November ⚾️ #WorldSeries 
9:51 PM - Oct 31, 2017 · Dodger Stadium 
 344 344 Replies   3,954 3,954 Retweets   15,836 15,836 likes 
 

 Earvin Magic Johnson ✔@MagicJohnson 
I couldn't be prouder of this @Dodgers team. Last game tomorrow, let's close this series out! Go Blue! 
#ThisTeam 
9:29 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 166 166 Replies   2,689 2,689 Retweets   13,349 13,349 likes 
 
Current and former major league players, famous fans and the mayors of Los Angeles and Houston 
offered their thoughts, too. 
 

 Ellen DeGeneres ✔@TheEllenShow 
This is one heck of a #WorldSeries. Congrats to the @Dodgers! And anyone who got tickets to game 7. 
8:56 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 267 267 Replies   1,558 1,558 Retweets   14,599 14,599 likes 
 

 David Ortiz ✔@davidortiz 
Dodger blue en la casaaa 
9:04 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 15 15 Replies   124 124 Retweets   702 702 likes 
 

 Larry King ✔@kingsthings 
Go @Dodgers go! Here we come #Game7! #GoDodgers @DodgersNation #WorldSeries 
9:34 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 13 13 Replies   78 78 Retweets   584 584 likes 
  

 Paula Abdul ✔@PaulaAbdul 

.@ericgarcetti Keep it rockinnnn’ ...Keep it rockinnnn’ 🎶⚾️🎶⚾️ #WorldSeries @Dodgers #ThisTeam 
9:04 PM - Oct 31, 2017 



 8 8 Replies   46 46 Retweets   206 206 likes 
 

 George Kontos ✔@G_Kontos 
This is one of the best baseball series I’ve ever watched. #Game7 #WeWillSeeYouTomorrow 
8:44 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 23 23 Replies   29 29 Retweets   216 216 likes 
 

 Jake Diekman ✔@JakeDiekman 
Mark it down now... Kershaw save tomorrow. 
8:46 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 5 5 Replies   31 31 Retweets   222 222 likes 
 
 

 Joba Chamberlain ✔@Joba_44 
Well of course it’s going to game 7. Gotta love the postseason 
8:44 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 7 7 Replies   12 12 Retweets   171 171 likes 
 

 John DiMaggio ✔@TheJohnDiMaggio 
GAME 7, BABY!!! #ThisTeamLA #GoBlue #DodgersWin @Dodgers 
8:44 PM - Oct 31, 2017 · Los Angeles, CA 
 3 3 Replies   8 8 Retweets   51 51 likes 
 

 Larry The Cable Guy ✔@GitRDoneLarry 
Well sucks for Verlander tonight but I guess it's only fitting that this awesome series goes 7. Fun times 
tomorrow. 
8:43 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 12 12 Replies   14 14 Retweets   254 254 likes 
 
 Bert Blyleven @BertBlyleven28 

And we will see you tomorrow night! Another good game. 👍⚾️ 
8:44 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 1 1 Reply   10 10 Retweets   123 123 likes 
 

 Geoff Blum ✔@blummer27 
See you tomorrow, last game of the year. Epic series. Bats need to show up big. 
#EarnHistory#WorldSeries #Astros #ForHouston 
8:43 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 27 27 Replies   95 95 Retweets   520 520 likes 
 

 Paul Lo Duca ✔@paulloduca16 
It’s gonna be a Bluuuuuuuuuue Wednesday!!! #Game7 #WorldSeries 
8:43 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 5 5 Replies   27 27 Retweets   133 133 likes 
 

 Lauren Holly ✔@LaurenHolly 
Houston, you might have a problem.#WorldSeries2017 #ThisTeam#game7 



8:46 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 Replies   Retweets   36 36 likes 
 

 josh groban ✔@joshgroban 
Yussssss https://twitter.com/latimes/status/925569432801501184 … 
8:48 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 33 33 Replies   24 24 Retweets   358 358 likes 
 

 Anthony Bass ✔@AnthonyBass52 
What a World Series. Game 7 tomorrow night! Who you taking? (Secretly pulling for the Stros) 
8:49 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 32 32 Replies   13 13 Retweets   214 214 likes 
 
View image on Twitter 
View image on Twitter 

 Mario Lopez ✔@MarioLopezExtra 
YESSSSSS!!!@Dodgers#WorldSeries #LetsGoDodgers #ThisTeam 
8:50 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 14 14 Replies   55 55 Retweets   416 416 likes 
 

 Rob Lowe ✔@RobLowe 
Hey Smoltz, how ya like @yungjoc650 now? Did he “walk into one” again, or what?! #Game6 @Dodgers 
8:53 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 34 34 Replies   95 95 Retweets   673 673 likes 
 

 Brian Baumgartner ✔@BBBaumgartner 
Let's gooooooooooooooooooo!!!!!! @Dodgers #Game7 #ThisTeamLA 
8:53 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 9 9 Replies   47 47 Retweets   279 279 likes 
  

 Mayor Eric Garcetti ✔@MayorOfLA 
The @Dodgers win!!!#ThisTeam is taking the #WorldSeries to Game 7. 
8:45 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 39 39 Replies   2,128 2,128 Retweets   6,234 6,234 likes 
 

 Wil Wheaton ✔@wilw 
DODGERS!!! #THISTEAM #WorldSeries #HR4HR #STILLMOREUNNECESSARYHASHTAGSAGAIN 
8:51 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 23 23 Replies   77 77 Retweets   555 555 likes 
 

 Dick Vitale ✔@DickieV 
The VBDI said @Dodgers in 7 / listen to the Vitale Bald Dome Index ! Wow what a MAGNIFICIENT 
WORLD SERIES / congrats @MLB 
8:43 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 3 3 Replies   6 6 Retweets   45 45 likes 
 

 Mister Thankful ✔@markhoppus 



I’m freaking out. 
8:51 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 14 14 Replies   168 168 Retweets   997 997 likes 
 

 Haley Joel Osment ✔@HaleyJoelOsment 
ONE MORE ! I’m in awe of these guys ! @Dodgers @DodgersNation #WorldSeries #ThisTeam #Game7 
8:44 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 2 2 Replies   9 9 Retweets   49 49 likes 
 

 Sylvester Turner ✔@SylvesterTurner 
I am reminded of what my Mom use to say "tomorrow will be better than today". Wed night 2.3M 
Houstonians will take the field w/Astros. st 
9:12 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 22 22 Replies   418 418 Retweets   1,604 1,604 likes 
 

 Sylvester Turner ✔@SylvesterTurner 
One thing I know about #HOUSTONASTROS there is no quit in them: ask the Yankees and after Wed 
night ask the Dodgers. #EarnedHistory st 
9:41 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 5 5 Replies   101 101 Retweets   365 365 likes 
 

 Mark Melancon ✔@Mark_Melancon_ 
this is why I love baseball. One game came be offensive fireworks & the next game can be an amazing 
pitching/defensive battle! #WorldSeries 
8:25 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 8 8 Replies   23 23 Retweets   192 192 likes 
 
Last year's World Series between the eventual champion Chicago Cubs and Cleveland Indians also lasted 
seven games, which makes 2016 and 2017 the first back-to-back years in which the Fall Classic reached 
seven games since 2001 and 2002. 
 
November baseball has arrived. 
 
 
Lance McCullers Jr., Yu Darvish to start Game 7, but all pitchers ready in relief 
 
By David Schoendfield 
 
LOS ANGELES -- The pitching matchup for the first World Series Game 7 at Dodger Stadium will pit a 
brash 24-year-old son of a major leaguer against a veteran trade acquisition who has spent just three 
months in a Dodgers uniform. 
 
Lance McCullers Jr. will take the mound for the Houston Astros, while the Dodgers will go with Yu 
Darvish. Both are hoping to rebound from rocky performances earlier in the World Series. 
 



Darvish quickly exited the clubhouse after the Dodgers' 3-1 win in Game 6 on Tuesday night, before the 
rest of his teammates had even finished showering; but McCullers went out to right field and played 
catch, going through his pitches as fans were still exiting the ballpark. 
 
"I was in the bullpen toward the end; that's why I had to throw on the field postgame," McCullers said. 
"Just because I hadn't thrown yet, because I was hot and ready to go, if the situation came up where 
they needed me." 
 
McCullers started Game 3 of the World Series, but he struggled with his command, walking four batters 
and giving up three runs in 5⅓ innings, before eventually getting credit for the win in Houston's 5-3 win. 
He said that experience would help in Game 7. 
 
"I learned I wasn't very sharp," he said after Game 6. "I knew that early, though. So I knew it was going 
to be a grind for me pretty much the whole outing, which it was. This is a very good hitting team. 
They're patient, but they'll make you pay for mistakes. So I have to go out there and just execute my 
game plan. And I need to execute a little better in certain spots." 
 
The Astros' plan is to have everyone available behind McCullers, which means Game 6 starter Justin 
Verlander could pitch and Game 5 starter Dallas Keuchel will definitely be ready to go in the bullpen. 
 
"I think all of our guys will have the adrenaline on their side," Astros manager A.J. Hinch said. "They are 
all going to be ready." 
 
Verlander will be a game-time decision as to whether he can give the Astros a batter or, maybe in the 
extreme, an inning. He threw 93 pitches in Game 6 and said he will play catch before Game 7 to evaluate 
how his right arm feels. 
 
"I think it depends on when I get to the ballpark," Verlander said. "I'll throw the ball and see if I'm 
available or not." 
 
Keuchel, who started Game 5 on Sunday in Houston, will be available probably for 30 or 40 pitches. 
Normally during the season, after two days' rest, Wednesday would be his throw day. Keuchel would 
not put a pitch limit on how much he could be used. 
 
"It's Game 7," Keuchel said. "I'll empty the tank." 
 
The Astros didn't use relievers Brad Peacock, Will Harris or Chris Devenski in Game 6. With two days of 
rest, those three are expected to be fully available. Ken Giles, Houston's struggling closer, also didn't 
pitch in Game 6, but it would seem unlikely that Hinch would go to Giles, unless he was forced to by the 
game's circumstances. 
 
Darvish also struggled in Game 3, with both fastball command and the grip on his slider, and lasted just 
five outs as the Astros pounded him for six hits and four runs. He threw 49 pitches in the outing and 
induced just two swings-and-misses out of 26 total swings. In the second inning, the Astros hit seven line 
drives -- two of them hard outs -- off him. 
 
After Game 6, Darvish addressed his Game 3 performance. 
 



"After the first two games, I heard that Keuchel and Verlander were talking about the ball was flying, 
and I knew that," Darvish said. "But before the bullpen on toward the third game, I threw a bullpen 
session with a regular-season ball. I didn't really realize until I got to the mound, and I knew that my 
slider wasn't breaking and sharp. And after the game, I came back and I realized that my slider, I couldn't 
finish my pitches. I couldn't get that final touch. And then it just didn't make sense. 
 
"And then I read about the ball being slick. And I really didn't know if it was my physical thing and 
mechanical adjustment that I had to make or the ball. I can't really say it. But that's it. And I just need to 
learn from it and go tomorrow night." 
 
Darvish did use a World Series ball in his bullpen session before Tuesday's game and said his slider was 
"better." 
 
Should Darvish struggle in Game 7, the Dodgers could go to their ace, Clayton Kershaw. Kershaw was in 
the bullpen in Game 6 and will definitely be down there again in Game 7. 
 
"Same thing as tonight," Kershaw said after Game 6. "I'll be in the bullpen and ready to go in the first 
inning. Whatever they need." 
 
Kershaw joked that he could give the team 27 innings. He would be pitching on two days of rest after 
throwing 94 pitches in Game 5, when he allowed six runs in 4⅔ innings. 
 
If Kershaw makes an appearance, it would present a scenario similar to that of the 2014 World Series, 
when Madison Bumgarner started Game 5 for the San Francisco Giants and then threw the final five 
innings in relief in Game 7 as the Giants beat the Kansas City Royals 3-2 for the title; or that of last 
season's World Series, when Jon Lester started Game 5 for the Cubs and then threw three innings and 
55 pitches in Chicago's Game 7 victory over the Cleveland Indians. 
 
Brandon Morrow has appeared in all six World Series games for the Dodgers, but he threw just 14 
pitches in Game 6. 
 
Kenley Jansen threw two innings Tuesday but retired all six batters he faced while throwing an efficient 
19 pitches. 
 
Considering the quick hooks that manager Dave Roberts has employed all postseason with his starters, 
the expectation is that Darvish probably won't pitch deep into Game 7, so the Dodgers will probably use 
some combination of Kershaw, Morrow and Tony Watson before going to Jansen. 
 
Kenta Maeda has thrown 81 pitches since Game 3, so he would be on a very short leash to face a right-
handed batter or two. 
 
Darvish went five-plus innings and 6⅓ innings in his two starts in the National League Division Series and 
NL Championship Series, throwing 74 and 81 pitches while allowing one run in each game, both of which 
were victories. 
 
"We're the two best teams in baseball," McCullers said. "I think that has been solidified by how amazing 
this Series has been. And I expect all of our guys to come to the park ready to win tomorrow, just like I 
would expect all of them [the Dodgers] to come into the park ready to win tomorrow. Which is what I 



think is what makes this Series so great, is you've got two teams with a bunch of dogs in the clubhouse. 
No one is afraid to back down. And I expect a great Game 7." 
 
 
Dodgers make good on Puig's promise by beating Astros' best, force Game 7 
 
By Bradford Doolittle 
 
LOS ANGELES -- The Los Angeles Dodgers beat the Houston Astros' best, making good on Yasiel Puig's 
promise that there will be a Game 7 at Dodger Stadium. 
 
After managing only one baserunner in five innings against starter Justin Verlander, the Dodgers scored 
twice on the Astros' ace in the sixth, and the Kenley Jansen-led bullpen held on for a 3-1 win on Tuesday 
to force a seventh game to decide the World Series. 
 
World Series. Game 7. It's a magical combination of three simple words and one lucky number. 
 
"After Game 5, [I said] it's not going to be done today," Puig said. "It's going to be done tomorrow. 
[Someone] is going to win the World Series tomorrow." 
 
Entering the series, we knew this was a meeting of baseball's best offense (Houston) and its best run-
prevention unit (Los Angeles). The Astros' thrilling 13-12 win in Game 5 was their kind of contest. But 
Game 6, with its solid pitching, timely hitting, airtight defense and spotless bullpen work -- that was the 
Dodgers getting back to the formula that has been so successful for them during the entire month of 
October. 
 
And because they got back to playing Dodger baseball, L.A. will play its first game in November, and 
Dodger Stadium will host a World Series Game 7 for the first time in its long history. On Sunday, we 
wondered, how could the Dodgers possibly recover from such a gut-punch of a loss in Game 5? The 
answer: by playing like the Dodgers, that's how. 
 
"The whole year we've been talking about trying to win a championship, having the goal to win a 
championship," Jansen said. "We've all got to believe. To see my teammates, we didn't hang our 
[heads]. We didn't feel sorry for ourselves. And we all believe. We knew it was going to be tough to 
score runs on [Verlander], but we believed we were going to get him." 
 
Rich Hill pitched effectively in a short outing, holding Houston to George Springer's solo home run in the 
third in four-plus innings. It was the same scenario as in Game 2. Hill pitched well. So did Verlander, but 
he ultimately departed with his team behind. 
 
In Game 2, the Dodgers' bullpen couldn't nail it down. In Game 6, it did. 
 
"It's great to see the way the guys threw the ball," Hill said. "We attacked, threw strikes. We grinded the 
entire game and that's been the makeup of this team the entire year." 
 
Brandon Morrow, who gave up four runs and failed to retire a batter during Game 5, inherited a bases-
loaded, two-out jam when he came in for Hill. He responded, getting Alex Bregman to ground out to 
shortstop Corey Seager. Morrow has pitched in all six games of the series. 



 
"We've asked a lot out of our bullpen this whole postseason," pitcher Clayton Kershaw said. "The way 
[Morrow] looked tonight, the way Kenley looked tonight -- that's them. [Morrow] went back to what he 
does and Kenley is always amazing. It's good to have those two guys for tomorrow, too." 
 
Lefty Tony Watson came on for Morrow and after hitting a batter, he got Marwin Gonzalez on a soft 
liner with two on to end the sixth. Kenta Maeda escaped a two-on jam by getting Jose Altuve to ground 
out to end the seventh. 
 
That left it to Jansen to get the last six outs, just as he aimed to do in Game 5 when he gave up a run for 
a third straight outing, matching a career high. Dodgers manager Dave Roberts said before the game 
that he preferred to limit Jansen to a conventional three-out appearance, but he opted to go with his 
stopper early once again. 
 
"I'm not trying to be a hero or anything, but there is no tomorrow," Jansen said. "We've got to go out 
there and fight. He asked me how I feel and give him my honesty that I'm good to go. The adrenaline 
and everything, I feel great. I didn't feel tired at all out there. I go out there to compete and help my 
teammates and try to pick them up, to force a Game 7." 
 
The fevered crowd at Chavez Ravine exploded when the opening notes of "California Love" blasted from 
the ballpark's formidable sound system, signaling Jansen's entrance. It's a ritual the fans have shared 
with their closer countless times over the years but never has it meant more than it did Tuesday. 
 
Jansen said moments after he took the loss in Game 5 that he had already moved on and was "looking 
forward to Tuesday." He pitched like it. 
 
Jansen dispatched the Astros with only seven pitches in the eighth. Then he got the last three outs in 
order as well, this time on 12 pitches, finishing up with three strikeouts among his six outs. His efficiency 
was crucial, not just for Tuesday's game but for Wednesday's winner-take-all game as well. 
 
"Kenley is the best closer in baseball," Hill said. "To see him come out and throw like that, everybody 
was really excited. We needed him. He wanted to come back and prove himself, to go out there and win 
it for everyone. There is nobody else we would want to have on the mound late in the game." 
 
After Sunday's exhausting loss, everyone agreed that Monday's day off was of great benefit. 
 
"The day off was great, no question," Jansen said. "It was tough in Houston. Those guys did what they 
were supposed to do. But we also did what we were supposed to do, to take one and get our home-field 
advantage back and force a Game 6. They were tough there." 
 
Verlander mowed down the Dodgers for five innings, giving up only Puig's second-inning single and 
striking out eight. Out of nowhere, the L.A. offense came to life in the sixth. Austin Barnes greeted 
Verlander with a solid single. Chase Utley, who entered the game 0-for-14 in the postseason, was hit in 
the foot by a pitch. Chris Taylor flipped an opposite-field double to score Barnes. And Seager drove 
Houston right fielder Josh Reddick to the fence to drive in Utley with a sacrifice fly. 
 
Just like that, the Dodgers had the lead and Verlander was done after he was replaced by a pinch hitter 
in the bottom of the inning. 



 
Joc Pederson gave the Dodgers a precious insurance run in the seventh, taking Astros reliever Joe 
Musgrove deep with an opposite-field shot to left. He became the first Dodger with extra-base hits in 
five straight World Series games. Not bad for a guy who was sent to Triple-A late in the season to 
overhaul his approach. 
 
"It's never fun being demoted," Pederson said. "But the league showed me a lot, the stuff I needed to 
work on. So, yeah, it was very humbling, and I needed to go learn how to hit, basically. 
 
"I've still got a lot of work to do, but it's encouraging to see some of the process and all the hard work 
turn into some results in the game." 
 
Besides Springer's homer, Hill mostly matched Verlander pitch for pitch on a cool evening when the ball 
wasn't jumping out of the park as it did last week when the games were starting with temperatures in 
triple digits. 
 
But let's get back to Puig's brash comments in the wake of the Dodgers' devastating Game 5 loss, when 
he stood before reporters and said, "This is not going to be finished Tuesday. There's going to be Game 
7." 
 
Puig singled in his first at-bat Tuesday but otherwise had a quiet night. Nevertheless, he proved to be 
more soothsayer than braggart after his team returned to the sort of stifling run prevention that got 
them 104 wins during the regular season and 10 more -- so far -- in the playoffs. 
 
"Everybody has prepared all year for this moment," Puig said. "Houston is a good team and nobody 
expected that this is going to be over in four games. It's going to be a crazy game tomorrow." 
 
One crazy moment could be the Dodgers' franchise starter trotting in from the bullpen. It almost 
happened on Tuesday. Kershaw was just beginning to stretch late in case Jansen's pitch count spiraled 
out of control which, obviously, it did not. So he's ready to do as much as is required in Game 7 for his 
team to finally get over the hump. Kershaw even joked about getting 27 outs. 
 
"I know that he was up in the pen today," Roberts said. "One reason I wanted to stay away from him is 
so we could get him a little bit more tomorrow. So when you're talking about Clayton Kershaw, Game 7, 
I think anything's within reason." 
 
 
The Dodgers have lost all six World Series in which they trailed 3-2. They haven't won a championship in 
29 years. Kershaw has never won a championship. 
 
On Wednesday, the Dodgers have a chance to erase all of that bad history in the highest-stakes game 
ever played at Dodger Stadium. Just as Puig said they'd have a chance to do. 
 
"I think it seems fitting," Roberts said. "You've got the two best teams in baseball going head to head. 
Like we've talked about from the beginning, these two teams mirror one another, and the compete and 
fight in both teams is the most important thing I see as similarities. 
 



"But, again, we worked all year long to have home-field advantage, and here we are. It's only fitting for 
this series." 
 
 
Inside the inning that kept the Dodgers in this World Series 
 
By David Schoenfield 
 
LOS ANGELES -- When the history of the 2017 World Series is written, the sixth inning of Game 6 will be 
a minor footnote, buried behind the dramatics of Games 2 and 5 and whatever happens in Game 7. If 
the Los Angeles Dodgers do win the final game of the season, however, don't forget what transpired 
over those 42 sixth-inning pitches on Tuesday night. It might go down as the inning that saved the 
Dodgers' season. 
 
Through five innings, Houston Astros ace Justin Verlander had dominated, throwing a one-hitter with 
eight strikeouts. He was looking as if he might challenge Sandy Koufax's 1965 three-hit shutout or Jack 
Morris' 10-inning masterpiece in 1991 or Josh Beckett's Game 6 gem to beat the New York Yankees in 
2003 as the best clinching performance in World Series history. 
 
In the middle of it all was an unlikely contributor, Chase Utley, a 38-year-old second baseman with 
graying hair who had been hitless the entire postseason and didn't even start the game. 
 
The inning began with the Astros up 1-0 and Jose Altuve leading off against reliever Brandon Morrow, 
who got a huge out to end the fifth inning after replacing Rich Hill with the bases loaded and retiring 
Alex Bregman on a ground ball. It was Morrow's sixth appearance of the World Series. His fifth 
appearance had been a disaster, as he threw six pitches and gave up two home runs, a double and a 
single. But the pitch to get Bregman? A 99 mph fastball. After a day of rest, his velocity was back. 
 
"A guy that we've trusted all year long in that spot," Dodgers manager Dave Roberts said after the game. 
"I felt that you have to use that bullet in Brandon Morrow, and I've believed in him all year long. And he 
came through in the biggest spot of the season." 
 
Morrow retired Altuve on a grounder to third with an 89 mph slider, after reaching 99 mph on an earlier 
pitch. He then fanned Carlos Correa swinging on an unfair 1-2 slider that dipped below the knees. 
 
"He was big," Dodgers catcher Austin Barnes said of Morrow. "All of his pitches seemed to be working. 
He's been used a lot, but we want him on the mound and he wants to be on the mound, so it's good to 
see him and the whole bullpen rebound." 
 
Yuli Gurriel lined a base hit to center, however, bringing up lefty-swinging Brian McCann. 
 
Roberts had a tough choice: Leave in Morrow, who was due up second in the bottom of the sixth, or go 
to the lefty-lefty matchup with Tony Watson. He brought in Watson, but in doing so double-switched 
Logan Forsythe out of the game and inserted Utley in the Morrow's spot. It was a debatable move. Utley 
had been 0-for-14 in the postseason; and he doesn't have the range at second that Forsythe does. Yes, a 
pinch hitter would have been needed anyway in the bottom of the sixth against Verlander, but that 
could have been Andre Ethier, and the Dodgers would have kept Forsythe in the game. 
 



Roberts has confidence in all his guys, however. That's why he brought in Morrow, even after the Game 
5 implosion. He trusts Utley. 
 
And then Watson hit McCann, bringing up tough switch-hitter Marwin Gonzalez. At 2-2, Watson threw a 
changeup, low and in, Gonzalez lined it up the middle -- right to a leaping Utley. In the pre-shift era, 
that's a base hit to center. In 2017, with the right positioning -- long an Utley specialty -- it was an out. 
 
The hearts of Dodgers fans skipped a beat, but not Barnes'. 
 
"I thought Watty made a good pitch there," Barnes said. "We fell behind, but I thought Utley was going 
to make the play." 
 
So we went to the bottom of the sixth. Barnes was leading off against Verlander. 
 
"I'm just trying to get on base any way I could," said Barnes, who grew up a Dodgers fan in Riverside, 
California. 
 
Verlander had thrown 69 pitches, 48 for strikes. His final pitch of the fifth had been a 97 mph fastball 
that he blew past Forsythe. 
 
Barnes took two close fastballs for balls -- thrown at 95 and 93 mph -- and then turned on 94 mph 
heater in the middle of the plate. It wasn't hit that hard, but he lined it into left for a leadoff single. 
 
That brought up Utley, batting in the 9-hole. He took a slider low, then fouled off a fastball and a slider. 
The 1-2 pitch was another slider, and if there's one pitch from this game Verlander would like back, it 
was that one. It hit Utley in the foot. Two on, no outs. 
 
"That was a huge AB there, getting two on and a guy in scoring position," Barnes said. 
 
Dodgers shortstop Corey Seager offered his assessment of the situation. 
 
"Verlander was tough," Seager said. "We just kept grinding, grinding. Finally, we got the big double from 
CT." 
 
"CT" is Chris Taylor, October hero. On a 97 mph fastball with a 1-2 count, he dunked a little flare over 
first base into right field to score Barnes. In a different era, Taylor might have bunted. Not in 2017. 
 
"I know Doc [Roberts] has trust in me to swing it," Taylor said. "The majority of the year, in that 
situation, he's let me hit. So I'm thankful he didn't give me the bunt sign, and I got the job done for him." 
 
Then Seager also fell behind 1-2; if you're an Astros fan, think of those three 1-2 counts, and how any of 
them could have changed the outcome of the inning, and the game, and the season. He fouled off a 
fastball at 97 mph up in the zone, before drilling a slider to deep right field. The initial reaction at Dodger 
Stadium: home run. However, Josh Reddick made the catch in front of the wall but plenty deep enough 
to score Utley with the go-ahead run. 
 
Verlander worked out of the jam from there, but the damage was down. Now down 2-1, A.J. Hinch had 
to hit for his ace in the seventh. 



 
So we move on to Game 7. The sixth inning of Game 6 made it possible. 
 
 
 
Your guide to World Series Game 7: All bets are off for this finale 
 
By Scott Lauber 
 
LOS ANGELES -- What, you were expecting anything less? 
 
For much of the past seven months, the Los Angeles Dodgers and Houston Astros were the best teams 
in baseball, winning 104 and 101 games, respectively. And over the past eight nights, in sharing the field 
for the 113th World Series, they've lived up to their billing and packed some of everything into six heart-
stopping games. 
 
A pitcher's duel? Clayton Kershaw and Dallas Keuchel provided that in Game 1. 
 
Home runs? The Dodgers and Astros have combined for 24 of them, a World Series record. 
 
Comebacks? Let's just say no lead has been safe. 
 
Wild finishes? It doesn't get much crazier than Game 2. Unless you're talking about Game 5. 
 
It wouldn't have been right, then, for this World Series to be decided in anything less than seven games. 
The Dodgers and Astros will deliver that, too, when they square off Wednesday night in the 39th Game 
7 of a World Series and the first to be played at Dodger Stadium, the third-oldest active ballpark which is 
hosting its ninth Fall Classic. 
 
"This series was destined to go seven pretty much the whole time," said Lance McCullers Jr., the Astros' 
Game 7 starter. 
 
Said Dodgers manager Dave Roberts: "I think it seems fitting. You've got the two best teams in baseball 
going head to head. Like we've talked about from the beginning, these two teams mirror one another." 
 
And like any Game 7, every scenario will be on the table. Kershaw and Keuchel will be available out of 
the bullpens, and neither Roberts nor Astros manager A.J. Hinch will hesitate to call upon them in the 
race to 27 outs. That's just the way it goes in Game 7s, where there's always a chance to see something 
extraordinary. 
 
The most important thing of the day: The Dodgers are 6-1 at home this postseason, and the Astros are 
2-6 on the road. There's no denying the Astros haven't been as comfortable away from Houston in the 
postseason. They scored 20 runs in Games 3, 4 and 5 last weekend at Minute Maid Park, only three 
fewer than they've mustered in eight playoff games on the road. 
 
Party time in Chavez Ravine, right? 
 
Not necessarily. 



 
Home-field advantage has tended not to mean as much in previous World Series Game 7s, with the 
home team going only 19-19. Just last year, the Cleveland Indians lost an epic Game 7 at home to the 
Chicago Cubs. The Dodgers have lost winner-take-all World Series games at home, falling to the New 
York Yankees in 1952 and 1956 at Ebbets Field in Brooklyn. 
 
World Series Game 7: Astros at Dodgers (series tied 3-3) 
 
Lance McCullers Jr. (7-4, 4.25 ERA) vs. Yu Darvish (10-12, 3.86), 8:20 p.m. ET (Fox) 
 
Yu Darvish will try to bounce-back from his poor Game 3 start in Wednesday's series finale. Norm 
Hall/Getty Images 
The stakes: It's Game 7 of the World Series. Enough said. 
 
If the Astros win: In its 56th year with a major league team, Houston will have its first World Series 
championship. It will be a triumph for Nolan Ryan and Mike Scott, Craig Biggio and Jeff Bagwell, and all 
the other great Astros who never won a title. And, of course, it will bring joy to a city that is still 
recovering nine weeks after Hurricane Harvey. 
 
If the Dodgers win: Since we're counting World Series crowns, this would be lucky No. 7 for the Dodgers 
and the sixth since the franchise moved to Los Angeles in 1958. But it would also be the first since 1988, 
when Kirk Gibson and Orel Hershiser defeated the Oakland A's in five games. 
 
One key stat to know: Dodgers closer Kenley Jansen has thrown 109 pitches in the series. To put that 
into context, it's only nine pitches fewer than lefty Rich Hill has thrown, and Hill started Games 2 and 6. 
After throwing 1,012 in 65 appearances during the regular season, Jansen has crammed 10 percent of 
that workload into the past eight days. So, it's safe to say his arm is dragging. 
 
Jansen isn't the only Dodgers reliever who has been taxed to the max. Kenta Maeda has thrown 106 
pitches, 42 of which came in relief of Darvish in Game 3. And Brandon Morrow has appeared in every 
game of the series, throwing 10, 14, 13, 14, 6 and 14 pitches for a grand total of 71. 
 
Here's the good news for the Dodgers: Every pitcher on the roster -- save for Hill -- will be available in 
Game 7. Kershaw threw 94 pitches three nights ago in Houston, but as he told reporters, "I can go 27 
innings. Whatever they need." 
 
At this point it's a matter of when, not if, the Dodgers will use Kershaw. 
 
The matchup that matters most: The Astros scored more runs during the regular season than any team 
since the 2009 Yankees. In doing so, they proved to have a deep and talented lineup. Marwin Gonzalez, 
who led the team with 90 RBIs, bats in the lower half of the order. 
 
But the way to stop the Sluggin' Stros, especially in the postseason, has been to shut down the dynamic 
duo of Jose Altuve and Carlos Correa. Between the American League Championship Series and the 
World Series, Altuve and Correa have combined for 17 RBIs in the Astros' seven wins and zero RBIs in 
their six losses. 
 



Over the years, they have been mostly neutralized by Darvish, who faced them regularly when he 
pitched for the Texas Rangers. Altuve is 8-for-34 (.235) with three doubles, six walks and a .674 OPS 
against Darvish, and Correa is 3-for-16 (.188) with one double, one homer and a .625 OPS. 
 
Then again, this is Game 7. Past performance probably doesn't count for much. 
 
The prediction: A series this good deserves a Game 7 for the ages. One night shy of the one-year 
anniversary of an unforgettable Game 7 between the Cubs and Indians, the Astros and Dodgers will 
deliver. Kershaw will find his way to the mound. So, too, will Keuchel. There will be tense moments and 
big hits and managerial moves to dissect for the next three months. In the end, though, the Astros will 
be one run better -- call it 5-4 -- with 40-year-old Carlos Beltran coming through with a big pinch hit late 
to win it. 
 
 
Dodgers will be 'remembered forever' if they win championship 
 
By Arash Markazi 
 
LOS ANGELES -- Dodgers manager Dave Roberts was watching his team's batting practice Tuesday 
afternoon when he saw Ron Cey and Orel Hershiser pacing. He smiled as he walked toward both former 
players and gave each a hug. 
 
Hershiser, who played for the Dodgers for 13 years and won the 1988 World Series MVP, and Cey, who 
played for the Dodgers for 12 seasons and won the 1981 World Series MVP, are fixtures at Dodger 
Stadium. Hershiser is an analyst on the team's television broadcasts, and Cey has worked for the 
Dodgers in marketing and community relations for the past two decades. 
 
Moments later, Roberts put his arm around Don Newcombe, who won a World Series with the Dodgers 
in 1955 and won the 1956 Cy Young Award and National League MVP. The skipper also took a moment 
to chat with Tommy Lasorda, who was the Dodgers' manager when the Dodgers won the World Series in 
1981 and 1988. Newcombe and Lasorda are now special advisors to the chairman with the Dodgers. 
 
"This franchise is so special," Roberts told ESPN. "They take care of their winners here forever. There are 
only a few franchises that can really relate to having the tradition and the name recognition that we 
have. So when you see Tommy Lasorda, Sandy Koufax and Don Newcombe and all these great people 
here to support us, it's something we don't take for granted. We respect them and the game so much. 
We want to complete that gap." 
 
The only way for the current Dodgers to join the exclusive club of franchise champions is to take Game 7 
on Wednesday against the Houston Astros and become the first Dodgers team to win a World Series 
since 1988 and the first to win it in Los Angeles since 1963. While the Los Angeles metropolitan area has 
a crowded sports landscape with two teams in every major sports league, it's a distinctly Lakers and 
Dodgers town, and when those teams are winning, this community of 18 million comes together unlike 
they do for anything else. 
 
Los Angeles has been a sea of blue and white during October, with every local television and radio 
station dedicating hours to the Dodgers, and local restaurants and bars concocting anything remotely 
baseball related and slapping the "Dodgers" name on it. 



 
Famed Los Angeles hot dog spot Pink's has changed its name to Blue's during the World Series and 
painted its iconic pink facade blue and white for the first time in 78 years, with Dodgers logos and 
players names painted on the windows. In Little Tokyo, Baldoria Bar is almost dry after offering $1 shots 
of whisky after every Dodgers home run in the World Series, but they're still promising free champagne 
for everyone at the bar if the Dodgers win the World Series. 
 
Their televisions will represent just a couple of the millions of TV sets that will be tuned to the game. 
Sunday's Game 5 alone pulled in an impressive 32.8 household rating and a 52 share, the largest World 
Series television audience in Los Angeles in 15 years. 
 
While the city is known for the glitz and glamour of Hollywood and catering to actors and celebrities, 
there's nothing quite like winning a championship in Los Angeles, especially if you're on the Lakers or 
Dodgers. 
 
Steve Garvey retired in 1987 and played his final five seasons for the San Diego Padres, but he is still a 
fixture at Dodgers games after a 14-year career with the team, during which he won the 1981 World 
Series and was the National League Championship Series MVP in 1978. 
 
"When you win a title here, there's nothing better," Garvey said. "It's a big market and a historic 
franchise everyone is familiar with. When you win in Los Angeles, it makes a lasting statement. Baseball 
has become very local, so if you're on a team like the Dodgers in Los Angeles and you're able to win a 
title after 29 long years, it would be significant and the players on this team will be remembered 
forever." 
 
While the Lakers won over the hearts of Los Angeles after playing in 16 NBA Finals from 1980 to 2010 
and winning 10 championships during that time, the city for many years was simply a Dodgers town 
after winning five World Series in their first 30 years in the city after moving from Brooklyn before the 
1958 season. But the nearly three-decade gap between World Series appearances for the Dodgers has 
created a void in championship hardware and postseason heroes for the team to honor and revere. 
 
"Going to the World Series was something Dodgers fans used to take for granted," Dodgers team 
historian Mark Langill said. "You even appreciated the heartbreaks, because for every 1977 and 1978, 
when they lost, they were right back in it in 1981. There wasn't too much time passing before they were 
back in the World Series. And then suddenly there's this big drought where they don't even win a 
postseason game for 16 years and Jose Lima becomes this beacon of a Dodgers victory in the postseason 
when they lose the 2004 NLDS to St. Louis 3-1." 
 
Championships are the only currency worth anything in Los Angeles. As great as Clayton Kershaw has 
been, it's hard for Dodgers fans to put him in the same class as Koufax until he wins a championship. Just 
winning one championship can put you in that rarefied class. Hershiser retired in 2000 after playing five 
of his final six years with the Cleveland Indians, San Francisco Giants and New York Mets, but he will 
forever be a Dodger after his magical postseason in 1988. He and Lasorda threw out the first pitch 
before Tuesday's Game 6. 
 
 
"When you are champion in Los Angeles, they not only crown you in your sport, they crown you 
throughout the city," said Hershiser, who is now the color analyst for Dodgers television broadcasts 



during the regular season. "This has always been a city of champions, and when you're a part of one of 
those teams and part of one of those magical moments, they never forget it." 
 
The field at Dodger Stadium is often filled with alumni before games, and the one thing they all have in 
common is that they've won a championship. If these Dodgers are able to win a World Series, it will be 
only a matter of time before the gap between past players and future players are filled by the likes of 
Cody Bellinger, Joc Pederson and Corey Seager. 
 
"It's a special place that never forgets you when you're a champion," Cey said. "There are so many 
teams here and so many things to do here, but when you win here with the Dodgers, you're always a 
champion. They never forget that." 
 
 
Game 7 tickets fetching big bucks on resale market 
 
By Darren Rovell 
 
Game 7 of the World Series at Dodger Stadium will be one of the most expensive tickets in baseball 
history. 
 
Ticket reseller StubHub said Wednesday morning that the average ticket sold to Wednesday night's 
winner-take-all game between the Los Angeles Dodgers and the Houston Astros was purchased for 
$1,795. 
 
While it falls some $300 short of last year's Game 7 between the Chicago Cubs and the Cleveland 
Indians, it more than doubles the price paid on StubHub for a Game 7 ticket in 2014 (Giants-Royals, 
$887) and nearly triples what was paid for a Game 7 in 2011 (Cardinals-Rangers, $696). 
 
Wednesday night's average is particularly impressive, considering that Dodger Stadium has the largest 
capacity in the majors at more than 54,000 seats, which is roughly 16,000 tickets more tickets than 
Cleveland's Progressive Field, where last year's Game 7 was played. 
 
That doesn't mean the prices will sustain through the first pitch. 
 
Brokers own more tickets to Dodgers games than any other Major League Baseball team. More than 
16,000 tickets, roughly 30 percent of the stadium, were posted for resale at 8:20 a.m. ET on Wednesday, 
12 hours before first pitch. 
 
That's the main reason why, instead of going up after the Dodgers win, prices plummeted. The cheapest 
pair of tickets available on StubHub at game's end was $2,880 including fees. Some nine hours later, at 
8:30 a.m. ET on Wednesday, the prices were cut by 25 percent, with the cheapest pair at $1,800. 
 
Another factor is traffic. With the start of the game coming right in the middle of rush hour, getting 
there likely means leaving work early. 
 
 
 
 



How 2017 could follow the script of the greatest World Series Game 7s ever 
 
By David Schoenfield 
 
LOS ANGELES -- Game 7. You know what that means. It's the final game of the season, the final game of 
a terrific, back-and-forth World Series, the final game to create one more hero. 
 
"I feel like I haven't slept since the Cubs series," Dodgers first baseman Cody Bellinger said after Game 6. 
 
Nobody on the Dodgers or Astros may sleep before this one. If we're lucky, we'll get a great one. This is 
the 39th winner-take-all game in World Series history. The home team is 19-19 in the previous 38. These 
games have often been defined by great pitching: Eight pitchers have thrown complete-game shutouts, 
including Hall of Famers Sandy Koufax, Bob Gibson and Dizzy Dean. Two Game 7s have ended with walk-
off hits. 
 
In my humble opinion, there are seven Game 7s that rise above the others -- and I say that with 
apologies to 2014 (Madison Bumgarner), 1997 (Marlins win in 11 innings), 1975 (Reds beat Red Sox in 
the ninth), 1965 (Koufax) and 1962 (Willie McCovey's line drive). 
 
Let's look at those seven and how a similar scenario might apply to the Astros and Dodgers: 
 
7. 1946: Cardinals beat Red Sox 4-3 
 
Key highlights: The Red Sox scored twice in the eighth inning to tie the game, but the Cardinals plated 
the winning run in the bottom of the eighth on Enos Slaughter's "mad dash," when he scored from first 
base on Harry Walker's two-out double as shortstop Johnny Pesky hesitated on the relay throw home. 
 
How 2017 could follow that script: Home team wins? Mad dash? That would have to be Yasiel Puig, 
probably running through a stop sign at third base. 
 
6. 1955: Dodgers beat Yankees 2-0 
 
Key highlights: Brooklyn finally won its only World Series, beating the hated Yankees -- at Yankee 
Stadium no less. Johnny Podres, a 23-year-old lefty, went the distance, throwing an eight-hit shutout. A 
big play came in the sixth inning when Yogi Berra lined a ball down the left-field line with two on and no 
outs. Sandy Amoros, just in the game as a defensive replacement, made a great catch, and the Dodgers 
doubled off Gil McDougald at first base. 
 
2017: Young starter wins on the road? Lance McCullers fits that comparison perfectly, having just turned 
24 years old. Get this: Podres missed some time with a sore back in 1955; McCullers missed time this 
year with back discomfort. Both of their fathers were also pitchers: McCullers' dad played in the majors; 
Joe Podres played semi-pro baseball into his 40s. Johnny Podres was known as a cocky kid; McCullers 
isn't exactly lacking in confidence. 
 
5. 1924: Senators beat Giants 4-3 in 12 innings 
 
Key highlights: The Giants took a 3-1 lead with three runs in the sixth, but the Senators tied it in the 
bottom of the eighth on a bad-hop two-run single past third baseman Fred Lindstrom and then scored 



the winning in the 12th with help from two errors. But the big story: The great Walter Johnson, the 
greatest pitcher of his generation, came on in the ninth and threw four scoreless innings to finally win a 
World Series. 
 
2017: Clayton Kershaw, the greatest pitcher of his generation, comes on in relief and throws four 
scoreless innings to finally win a World Series. 
 
4. 2001: Diamondbacks beat Yankees 3-2 
 
Key highlights: Roger Clemens and Curt Schilling were scoreless until the sixth inning, when Arizona took 
a 1-0 lead. The Yankees tied it in the seventh and grabbed the lead on Alfonso Soriano's home run in the 
eighth. In the bottom of the ninth, the Diamondbacks improbably rallied off the great Mariano Rivera, 
with Luis Gonzalez's blooper scoring the winning run. 
 
2017: Improbably rallying in the bottom of the ninth off Ken Giles doesn't seem like a likely scenario at 
this point. So maybe the more apt comparison would be the Astros rallying for two runs off Kenley 
Jansen in the top of the ninth, with Jose Altuve dropping in the winning hit. 
 
3. 1991: Twins beat Braves 1-0 in 10 innings 
 
Key highlights: Jack Morris went the distance to outduel John Smoltz, escaping a bases-loaded, no-out 
jam in the eighth inning. Dan Gladden led off the bottom of the 10th with a hustle double and later 
scored on pinch-hitter Gene Larkin's base hit. Manager Tom Kelly's quote on leaving Morris in: "Ah, hell, 
it's only a game." 
 
2017: Yu Darvish goes 10 innings? OK, not in this era. But here's a similarity between the two: In 1991, 
Morris was essentially a hired gun for the Twins, signing a one-year contract with Minnesota. He left as a 
free agent after the season for Toronto, playing just the one year in Minnesota. Darvish is also a hired 
gun, acquired at the trade deadline, and potentially leaving after the season as a free agent. 
 
2. 2016: Cubs beat Indians 8-7 in 10 innings 
 
Key highlights: The Cubs took 5-1 and 6-3 leads, thanks in part to a home run from backup catcher David 
Ross, who didn't even start the game. Rajai Davis tied the game with his dramatic three-run homer off 
Aroldis Chapman in the eighth. After a short rain delay, Kyle Schwarber started a two-run rally in the 
10th with a base hit, and the Cubs held on the bottom of the inning as Mike Montgomery got Michael 
Martinez for the final out. 
 
2017: That's a lot going on. The Ross part sounds kind of like Yasmani Grandal coming off the bench to 
hit a home run for the Dodgers. The Davis part sounds like Josh Reddick hitting one off Kenley Jansen. Or 
maybe it's Enrique Hernandez hitting one off Justin Verlander -- yes, making a surprise relief 
appearance. The Schwarber part sounds maybe like Andre Ethier starting the winning rally. The final 
out? Maybe that's Josh Fields getting Juan Centeno. Wait, except the 2016 game went extra innings and 
the visiting team won, so maybe it's Francisco Liriano getting Charlie Culberson for the final out. I have a 
headache. 
 
1. 1960: Pirates beat Yankees 10-9 
 



Key highlights: The Pirates took an early 4-0 lead, but the Yankees scored four in the sixth for a 5-4 lead. 
The Yankees made it 7-4 in the top of the eighth, but the Pirates scored five runs ... only to see the 
Yankees tie it in the ninth. Bill Mazeroski then led off the bottom of the ninth and hit his iconic walk-off 
home run. 
 
2017: This one is easy. Mazeroski is in the Hall of Fame, a borderline candidate passed over by the 
BBWAA before finally being elected by the Veterans Committee. Without the Game 7 home run, he 
probably doesn't make it. Which means Chase Utley will hit the second Game 7 walk-off home run in 
World Series history. 
 
 
This incredible World Series gets the Game 7 it deserves 
 
By Jerry Crasnick 
 
LOS ANGELES -- The Los Angeles Dodgers and Houston Astros have outlasted Halloween. Now all they 
have to do is try to outlast each other. 
 
The 2017 World Series has been building toward a crescendo from the moment Jackie Robinson's family 
threw out the ceremonial first pitch before Game 1. The Dodgers and Astros have traded leads, home 
runs, home-field advantages, gut punches and momentum under a California sky, a retractable roof in 
Texas and back again. And now the one missing piece that distinguishes the very good or even excellent 
series from the true classics is finally here. 
 
It's going the distance. 
 
The suspense will end Wednesday night in Los Angeles with the Game 7 this series so richly deserves. 
For only the third time in history, two 100-win teams will play a seventh game to decide a title. The 
54,000-something fans in attendance probably won't need Ashton Kutcher, Mila Kunis, Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar and Rob Lowe waving flags and dancing on the dugout roofs to reinforce the magnitude of the 
situation. 
 
"Now that it's going to seven games, it's got to be considered as the best World Series of all time," 
Houston shortstop Carlos Correa said. "Seven games of nonstop, great baseball." 
 
This will mark the 39th time the World Series has gone seven games. Of the previous 38, the road team 
has come out on top 19 times. It has happened twice in the past three Octobers -- when the San 
Francisco Giants took down the Kansas City Royals at Kauffman Stadium in 2014 and the Chicago Cubs 
beat the Cleveland Indians at Progressive Field last year. 
 
When Dodgers closer Kenley Jansen struck out Carlos Beltran to seal a 3-1 Los Angeles victory Tuesday, 
it felt like destiny. 
 
"I think it seems fitting," Dodgers manager Dave Roberts said. "You've got the two best teams in 
baseball going head-to-head. Like we've talked about from the beginning, these two teams mirror one 
another. And the [competitiveness] and fight in both teams is the most important thing I see as 
similarities." 
 



So many personal stories will be resolved in unforeseen ways in Game 7. Yu Darvish, Los Angeles' 
scheduled starter, was the reluctant center of attention in Game 3, when he lasted 1 2/3 innings and 
was the target of a racially insensitive gesture by Houston first baseman Yuli Gurriel. Darvish acquitted 
himself nicely with his show of class under difficult circumstances, and he'll once again take the mound 
and face Gurriel, who was booed relentlessly by Dodgers fans Tuesday. 
 
"Sometimes things play out in a way where you can't script it," Beltran said. 
 
The Astros will counter with Lance McCullers Jr., who made his first All-Star team this year, faded in the 
second half because of injury and has re-established himself in October thanks to a bottomless reservoir 
of curveballs and self-confidence. 
 
As ESPN stats maven Sarah Langs points out, the Astros tend to go as their double-play combination 
goes. Since the start of the American League Championship Series, Jose Altuve and Correa have hit .435 
in Houston victories and .070 in Astros losses. They went a combined 0-for-8 against Rich Hill and the 
Dodgers' bullpen in Game 6, and Altuve failed to hit the ball out of the infield in his four plate 
appearances. 
 
The Dodgers are finding inspiration from some unexpected sources. Joc Pederson, who hit only two 
home runs in 99 at-bats after the All-Star break, launched his third homer of the World Series off Joe 
Musgrove and frolicked around the bases like a 10-year-old. And why not? Pederson had just joined Hall 
of Famer Duke Snider, Reggie Smith and Davey Lopes as the fourth player in Dodgers history to hit at 
least three homers in a single World Series. 
 
Against the chaotic backdrop of the first six World Series games, the Houston and Los Angeles bullpens 
are likely to play a huge role in the finale, as relievers from both teams pitch through soreness, fatigue 
and the relentless pressure of October. 
 
Dodgers power righty Brandon Morrow rebounded from a rough outing in Houston with a scoreless 
inning in Game 6. Closer Jansen threw 19 pitches in his 77th outing of the season, but he'll be ready. And 
Clayton Kershaw is also in the mix on two days' rest. He's been chewing on his disappointment since he 
failed to protect 4-0 and 7-4 leads in Los Angeles' 13-12 loss in Game 5 on Sunday. You can practically 
hear Kershaw's teeth grind as he chafes to get back on the mound and redeem himself. 
 
"Preparation is out the door," Kershaw said. "Routine is out the door. No excuses. Just go out there and 
get guys out as fast as possible." 
 
"Remember, it doesn't mean s--- unless you win Game 7." 
Tommy Lasorda to Dave Roberts, minutes after Game 6 
Should the need arise, the Dodgers can also call upon Alex Wood, who threw 5 2/3 hitless innings to 
begin Game 4. When asked how many pitches and/or innings he's ready to throw in Game 7, Wood 
replied, "As many as they need." 
 
Houston manager A.J. Hinch, similarly, will ponder an extensive list of bullpen options ranging from 
starters Dallas Keuchel and Charlie Morton to relievers Chris Devenski, Brad Peacock and Musgrove. He 
wouldn't even rule out Game 6 starter Justin Verlander, who threw 93 pitches before departing after six 
innings. 
 



As players from both teams lingered in the respective clubhouses, the sense of anticipation was already 
building. On the Dodgers' side, outfielder Enrique Hernandez lent an air of humor to the proceedings in 
a Chewbacca costume that he wore to the park in celebration of Halloween. Across the clubhouse, 
teammate Justin Turner reflected on the emotional lift the Dodgers received from the home crowd. 
 
"It was going crazy tonight," Turner said. "I can see a TV, and there's still a bunch of them out there right 
now. They're still here. They don't want to go home, which is confusing. You'd think they would want to 
go get some candy." 
 
The majority of the World Series participants, who reported to spring training almost nine months ago, 
are running on adrenaline and muscle memory at this point. Some go home and collapse from 
exhaustion, while a few have admitted that their minds are racing at warp speed and it's hard to sleep 
for more than a few hours at a time. 
 
The magnitude of the moment will hit the players full-force when they arrive at the park Wednesday 
and contemplate the stakes. Do they adhere to the same routines they've followed since Opening Day, 
or take a deep breath and look inward in the hopes of summoning something special? 
 
Beltran, who gave the Astros an impromptu pep talk when their spirits were lagging during the ALCS 
against the Yankees, said he might have a few words of veteran advice for his young teammates. Or he 
might not. 
 
"I have to wait and see how we look," Beltran said. "If the energy is there, there's nothing to say. If we're 
flat, I might say something to everybody about leaving everything out there. But it's Game 7. This is 
what you dream of as a ballplayer -- to be in these types of situations. I hope these guys are ready for 
it." 
 
Sometimes, it takes a seasoned observer to cut through the tension and provide some welcome 
perspective. As Roberts entered the interview room for his Game 6 postmortem, Dodgers legend 
Tommy Lasorda summoned him outside, hugged him and said, "Remember, it doesn't mean s--- unless 
you win Game 7." 
 
"Thanks for the words of encouragement," Roberts said. 
 
As the players showered, dressed and decompressed, Dodgers president Stan Kasten weaved his way 
through the crowd of family members and friends outside the home clubhouse on his way to the 
elevator upstairs. Kasten was a central figure in the Atlanta Braves dynasty that won 14 straight division 
titles in the 1990s and early 2000s but won only one World Series. So he understands the highs, the lows 
and the historical significance of the road the Dodgers and Astros have taken. 
 
Kasten paused briefly on his way out the door and articulated what pretty much everyone at Chavez 
Ravine was thinking as this wonderfully captivating display of baseball finally approached a conclusion. 
 
"The greatest thing in sports,"' he said. "The seventh game of the World Series." 
 
 
 
 



Trust us: You don't want David Ortiz picking your team to win a game 
 
By SN Staff 
 
David Ortiz was as dependable as they come during his years with the Boston Red Sox. But when it 
comes to picking a winner in the World Series? Not so much. 
 
Ortiz, in his first year working as an analyst for Fox Sports, has somehow managed to be incorrect on all 
six of his game predictions during the Fall Classic between the Houston Astros and Los Angeles Dodgers. 
 
The unlucky streak honestly defies logic: The percentage odds of incorrectly calling the outcome of six 
coin tosses exactly six times by chance is 1.56 percent; rather, the odds are that this exact outcome will 
occur by chance just once in every 64 opportunities. 
 
If history is any indication, Game 7 might be over before it even starts. You can just turn off your TV 
after Ortiz offers his pregame pick and assume his predicted loser will be the winner. 
 
 

TRUE BLUE LA 
 
 

Dodgers legend Tommy Lasorda to Dave Roberts: ‘You haven’t done s*** til you win tomorrow’ 
 
By Ryan Walton 
 
Tommy Lasorda has always been one to speak his mind for nearly seven decades with the Dodgers.  
 
Given his experience in the postseason, Lasorda decided to impart some wisdom to Dave Roberts 
moments after a big Game 6 win in the World Series. 
 
Lasorda managed the club to the World Series four times, winning in 1981 and 1988 — the last time the 
Dodgers won if you hadn’t heard that enough this week. 
 
“Thanks for the words of encouragement,” Roberts joked as he stepped away from the brief 
conversation. “He’s authentic, he’s awesome.” 
 
The 90-year-old has been the biggest cheerleader the Dodgers have for winning another title and the 
dream could finally be realized Wednesday night in a winner-take-all Game 7 at Dodger Stadium. 
 
For Tommy. For Vin. For us all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Trust in Dodgers bullpen pays off with Game 6 win 
 
By Eric Stephen 
 
LOS ANGELES — Dave Roberts showed trust in the key components of his bullpen, and it paid off 
handsomely in closing out Tuesday night’s Game 6 win to even the World Series against the Astros. 
 
Dodgers relievers retired 14 of their 17 batters faced on Tuesday, including closer Kenley Jansen retiring 
all six of his batters faced, striking out three. 
 
“He’s the best closer in baseball. To see him coming out of the bullpen for the eighth, everybody was 
really excited,” Rich Hill said. “We knew he wanted to come back and prove himself, go out there and 
win it for every other guy in this locker room. There’s nobody else we would want on the mound that 
late in the game, with the game on the line, than Kenley.” 
 
Jansen allowed a run in each of his previous three appearances, including a blown save in Game 2 and a 
loss in Game 5. It was the first time he allowed runs in consecutive games — let alone three straight 
games — in over two years. 
 
“It doesn’t matter how many runs they scored on us. That’s all in the past,” Jansen said. “The great thing 
about this bullpen is that we let that go, and don’t think about it anymore. We believe in ourselves, and 
we just go out and try to win ballgames.” 
 
When Jansen entered the game, it was to face the middle of Houston’s lineup — Carlos Correa, Yuli 
Gurriel, and Brian McCann — and it wasn’t a given that he would pitch two innings. But after two pop 
ups and a strikeout took only seven pitches in the eighth inning, the decision to let him finish the ninth 
was that much easier. 
 
“When I called on him in the eighth. I wasn’t certain. I just knew that part of the order, I just wanted him 
to attack those guys,” Roberts said. “If he wasn’t as efficient in the eighth, then I would have been put in 
a different situation to call on to close that game out.” 
 
Jansen threw 19 pitches in total in Game 6. 
 
The Big Three 
 
Pitcher Games IP H R ER BB K Pitches ERA WHIP 
Kenley Jansen 12 15⅔ 8 4 3 2 19 209 1.72 0.638 
Brandon Morrow 13 13⅓ 11 6 6 2 11 173 4.05 0.975 
Kenta Maeda 9 10⅔ 5 1 1 2 10 152 0.84 0.656 
Another decision Roberts made was sticking with Brandon Morrow, who allowed four runs on six pitches 
in Game 5, on his third consecutive day of work. Monday’s off day rejuvenated Morrow, who retired 
Alex Bregman to get out of a bases-loaded situation in the fifth, then recorded two more outs in the 
sixth. 
 
“I just felt that that was, with Justin Verlander on the mound, that was going to be the game,” Roberts 
said. “So a guy that we’ve trusted all year long in that spot, I felt that you have to use that bullet in 



Brandon Morrow, and I’ve believed in him all year long. And he came through in the biggest spot of the 
season.” 
 
Morrow has pitched in 13 of the Dodgers’ 14 postseason games — one shy of Paul Assenmacher’s 
single-season record — including all six World Series games. Ten of those outings have been scoreless. 
 
Kenta Maeda also had a bounce back, though his was after allowing his only run of this postseason. 
After giving up a game-tying home run to Jose Altuve in the fifth inning on Sunday in Houston, Maeda 
preserved a 2-1 lead in the seventh by getting Altuve to ground out with runners at the corners and two 
outs. 
 
“Kenta, talking about redemption, and just to get another opportunity to pitch some big outs right 
there, and you’ve got an MVP at the plate,” Roberts said. “For Kenta to get those outs, bridge that gap, 
like he’s done for us in this postseason was huge. And Kenta keeps coming up big.” 
 
That ground out by Altuve was saved by a tremendous scoop at first base by Cody Bellinger, who was 0-
for-4 at the plate for his second golden sombrero of the World Series. 
 
“Can't say enough about the pick that Cody made. That was huge,” Roberts said. “When you get a young 
player that isn’t there with the bat but can still have the presence of mind to still play defense and 
impact the game, that’s what we get in Cody.” 
 
Up next 
 
Yu Darvish and Lance McCullers Jr. will start on the mound on Wednesday in Game 7, but it’s basically 
going to be all hands on deck for both teams. 
 
 
Joc Pederson ties World Series extra-base hit record 
 
By Eric Stephen 
 
LOS ANGELES — It’s Joctober and we’re all witnesses, even if the final game of the season is in 
November. Dodgers outfielder Joc Pederson continued his October resurgence with yet another home 
run in Tuesday’s 3-1 win over the Astros, pushing the World Series to a Game 7. 
 
Pederson gave the Dodgers an insurance run in the seventh inning against Joe Musgrove, his third of the 
series. The only Dodger to hit more home runs in a single World Series was Duke Snider, who clubbed 
four home runs in both 1952 and 1955. 
 
“He continues to come up with big hits,” manager Dave Roberts said. “That was a huge hit by Joc. And 
he continues to amaze us and put together good at-bats.” 
 
While circling the bases, Pederson was celebrating. “A lot of emotions hit me quickly,” he said. 
 
“That says it all. It’s what’s so great about sports,” said Rich Hill. “You see that true, raw emotion when 
that home run was hit, it was incredible.” 
 



Pederson has an extra-base hit in each of the last five games, tying the World Series record last done by 
Amos Otis in 1980. Astros center fielder George Springer, who homered in Game 6, also tied the record 
on Tuesday. 
 
It has been a wonderful turnaround for Pederson, who spent nearly three weeks in Triple-A Oklahoma 
City in August and September to work on his swing. 
 
“It was very humbling, and I needed to go learn how to hit, basically,” Pederson said. “I’ve still got a lot 
of work to do, but it’s encouraging to see some of the process and all the hard work turn into some 
results in the game.” 
 
With three home runs and two doubles in this World Series, Pederson is one shy of Snider’s club record 
of six extra-base hits, set in 1952. 
 
Pederson has a hit and a run scored in each of his five games in this Fall Classic, just the second player to 
do so in each of his first five World Series games. Lee May of the Orioles turned the trick in 1970. 
 
Victory formation 
Tony Watson got the win in relief on Tuesday. He also won Game 4 in Houston, making this just the 
seventh time a Dodgers pitcher has won two games in a single World Series. Watson is the third relief 
pitcher to do it, joining Hugh Casey (1947) and Larry Sherry (1959). Sherry also saved two games against 
the White Sox and was named series MVP. 
 
Watson has a 2.57 ERA in his 11 appearances this postseason, and opposing batters are just 5-for-25 
(.200) against him. 
 
Ethier sets record 
 
Andre Ethier flew out to left field as a pinch hitter in the seventh inning. It was his 50th career playoff 
game, surpassing shortstop Bill Russell for the most postseason games in Dodgers franchise history. 
 
Hill’s gesture 
 
Dodger Stadium was quite loud in Game 6, mostly cheering for the home team, but the 54,128 in 
attendance turned their ire on Astros first baseman Yuli Gurriel, who was suspended five games of the 
2018 season for his racist gesture toward Dodgers pitcher Yu Darvish. 
 
Both times he faced Gurriel, Hill took extra time getting back on the mound, letting the boos rain down a 
little bit longer. 
 
“That’s a subject that’s disheartening. I think it’s something, unfortunately, I don’t think the punishment 
fit the action,” Hill told reporters after the game. “Rightfully so, the fans spoke out and understood what 
was going on. I gave them their time to voice their opinion.” 
 
 
 
 
 



The Dodgers forced the Game 7 the 2017 World Series needed all along 
 
By Grant Brisbee 
 
LOS ANGELES — Of course there will be a Game 7. In one of the silliest World Series in history, there had 
to be a Game 7. The potential for bumblescrewery is through the roof, and there 50 players who went to 
sleep Tuesday night thinking about how they’re going to be a part of it. Clayton Kershaw for 27 innings? 
Sure, sure. Yasiel Puig at shortstop? Hey, if there’s a need, you know he has the arm. Norichika Aoki 
pitching in his second game for the Astros this season? Not sure how he’s back on the roster, but that 
sounds great. 
 
Consider how the 2017 World Series has gone so far: 
 
A taut, error-free, low-scoring game that was won by the home team 
A banana-slicked monstrosity that featured fires, fans in the bullpen, dingers, blown leads, and more 
dingers 
A wild, close game that featured a national controversy, early exits from the starters, and a Bumgarnian 
save from the relatively unknown Brad Peacock. 
Another pitcher’s duel that went haywire in the ninth inning, but not a second before 
A biblical rebuke to physics, logic, and everything you hold dear 
Another close, low-scoring, tremendously thrilling game, except this one forced a Game 7 
So what will Game 7 be like? Any of those. All of those. Something brand new. It could be one of the 
pitcher’s duels for seven innings and end 13-12, just like Game 5. It could be a 1-0 game that features a 
half-dozen balls to the warning track, forcing everyone to tweet that would have been out at Minute 
Maid Park at the same time. 
 
What I do know is that I’m exceptionally pleased that it was a simple, 3-1 game. It was a baseball game 
that felt familiar. This wasn’t a baseball game that was run through Google Translate from English to 
Greek to Frisian to Luxembourgish and back to English again, like Game 5. This was a game you could 
relate to. 
 
It started with Justin Verlander consuming planets and looking like he wasn’t going to leave the game 
until he was riding on the shoulders of Brian McCann. Here were the first two pitches he threw in the 
ballgame. 
 
Chris Taylor popped the first one up. Corey Seager watched the second one go by. Those were going to 
be the only two hittable pitches, Dodgers. Way to screw it up. Verlander was very much in control. He 
didn’t fail to throw a first-pitch strike until he faced Cody Bellinger in the fourth. He struck him out 
anyway. 
 
After the Astros took a lead on a George Springer home run, the Dodger Stadium crowd wasn’t quiet, 
but it was definitely in its own head for a spell. When the scoreboard would do one of those silly “MAKE 
SOME NOISE” pleas, everyone would play along, but it’s not like the crowd could shake off the dark 
thoughts they were encumbered with before the scoreboard broke their trance. They went right back to 
it. Verlander looks good. Oh, no, he looks good. Incredible. He looks positively career-affirming. 
 
When Rich Hill left in the fifth, after pitching brilliantly and getting just one out away from escaping the 
inning, the crowd gasped and groaned. Hill was rolling, for the most part. The curve was still 



flummoxing, even if he made the mistake of allowing two baserunners in a row, like every pitcher 
usually does. Everyone in Dodger Stadium knew what the state of the bullpen was. How were they going 
to squeeze more than four innings out of this dry, funky, mildewy sponge? 
 
Dave Roberts pulled some rabbits out of his nervous-sweaty cap, though. In comes Brandon Morrow, 
whose shoulder and elbow had to have sounded like a roller coaster clack-clack-clacking up the incline. 
There have been pitchers who have thrown in the first six games of a World Series before. I’m not sure if 
any of them were more unlikely than Morrow, who has had some of the best stuff in baseball for 11 
straight years, and the health to show it off in exactly one. Here he is, though, the workhorse, shaking 
off the fatigue from Game 5. 
 
The Dodgers took the lead on an Austin Barnes leadoff single, an extremely Chase Utley hit-by-pitch, and 
Chris Taylor proving that baseball is making it all up as it goes along. An exuberant Joc Pederson tacked 
on an insurance run that helped Roberts make all of his bullpen decisions. 
 
Here comes the bullpen, then. Remember that the Dodger Stadium crowd gasped when Hill was yanked 
from the game. As they should have. 
 
Here’s Tony Watson, the former super-reliever for the Pirates who fell on uncertain times, only to be 
reborn with the Dodgers, where he was brilliant. 
 
Here’s Tony Cingrani, who was a convoluted riddle with the Reds, a set of upside down IKEA instructions 
without the Allen wrench, except he’s outstanding now. He swears that the Dodgers didn’t do anything 
drastic to his delivery or approach, but he’s the kind of reliable that a team will count on in an 
elimination game. Rightfully so. 
 
Here’s Kenley Jansen, one of baseball’s more perfect relievers, even if the last three games obscured 
that fact. He got through two innings with just 19 pitches, and just one of those pitches was a ball. Not 
only did he get a two-inning save, but he set himself up for a two-inning save in Game 7. It was 
effectiveness and economy paired together beyond Roberts’ wildest dreams. The Dodgers left Game 5 
with an exhausted bullpen. The Dodgers played Game 6 as if that never happened. 
 
Now it’s Game 7, and Clayton Kershaw will be available for a two-inning save. So will Alex Wood. Heck, 
it’s Game 7, so look for Kershaw closing with Jansen catching and getting back to his roots. One of the 
best things the Dodgers did this postseason is stay away from messing around with pitchers on short 
rest, which they were addicted to for years. Now they have options. They can tinker. 
 
Something to look out for before Game 7, though, is that the Astros can also tinker. Lance McCullers is 
starting, but both Dallas Keuchel and Charlie Morton will be available in relief. The Astros spent most of 
Game 6 messing around with the relievers who haven’t earned their trust for a while — Joe Musgrove, 
Luke Gregerson, and Francisco Liriano — and now they can go with some of their most effective pitchers 
in this World Series. They can use Keuchel to mess with Seager and Bellinger. They can use Morton to 
mess with everyone. 
 
What this is, then, is a pair of 100-win teams that don’t have to worry about the next day. There are 50 
players who will give a kidney to win, so don’t worry about the arms so much. If Roberts and A.J. Hinch 
want to play the type of baseball we’re used to — starters go long, followed by late-inning relievers — 
they can. If they want to play calvinball, they can. Game 7 won’t resemble the 162 games we watched 



over six months, all of them with a mostly predictable rhythm. They will be an entirely new alchemy, all 
based on the different tired arms and exhausted minds on both teams, all up to the respective 
managers. This will be one last baseball game, soundtrack by Sun Ra, kitchen sinks piled upon kitchen 
sinks, where nothing will make sense until it’s all over. 
 
It had to end like this, of course, but we should have been clear on that from the beginning. The team 
that clambered up from the valley of 111 losses to become a young juggernaut. The team that spent 
their way to the top, only to reach the promised land with an assortment of prospects and diamonds in 
the rough. They’ve played one of the silliest World Series in baseball history, and there’s still one more 
silly, silly game to go. 
 
They’ve played one of the best World Series in baseball history, and there’s still a chance that they’ll had 
depth and context to that title. After seven months and nearly 200 games, there will be one game to 
figure it all out. This is baseball’s gift to you. Accept it, and come breathe into a paper bag with the rest 
of us. I promise you that baseball’s pace, with the stops and starts, the exhaustive deliberation, makes a 
World Series Game 7 the greatest of all sporting events. It’s not a one-game system, by design, like the 
Super Bowl. It’s not a game where it’s all the same characters as the previous six games, without a plot 
twist, like the NBA Finals. It’s not the Stanley Cup Finals, in which hockey is played for people watching 
hockey on purpose. 
 
This is Game 7 of the World Series. It’s going to be sloppy and messy, and we’re all going to die. Imagine 
thinking last year that the 2017 World Series was going to compare to the 2016 World Series. It would 
have been unthinkable, except here we are. It’s the greatest gift to baseball fans everywhere, except for 
Astros and Dodgers fans, who are already dead, and we’ll miss them so. 
 
It’s Game 7, everyone. Everyone is available. None of it has to work. That’s the best baseball scenario 
that anyone can possibly imagine. 
 
 
Clayton Kershaw, Alex Wood will be available in relief for Dodgers in Game 7 of the World Series 
 
By Eric Stephen 
 
LOS ANGELES — A mere 259 days after Dodgers pitchers and catchers reported to Camelback Ranch, the 
end is here. It’s now November, and we have a Game 7 of the World Series. 
 
“It’s awesome,” said closer Kenley Jansen. “Game 7!” 
 
“When you're a young kid and you're kind of trying to play through all the heroics and talking about a 
Game 7 in the World Series, and here we are,” manager Dave Roberts said. “I know that we happy to be 
at home.” 
 
The Dodgers’ 104 wins gave them the best record in baseball during the regular season, and home field 
advantage throughout the postseason. They get to play this Game 7 at Dodger Stadium, where they 
have won 63 games this season — a .716 winning percentage — more than they have ever won at home 
in any single year. 
 
At home during the postseason, the Dodgers are 6-1, and have outscored opponents 38-22. 



 
Yu Darvish will start for the Dodgers, and will be backed by just about everybody else in the bullpen, if 
needed. 
 
That includes Jansen, who only needed 19 pitches to complete his two-inning save in Game 6. 
 
“I’m not going to be a hero or anything, but there’s no tomorrow,” he said. 
 
Alex Wood was available in the bullpen in Game 6, and will be available in Game 7 as well. Clayton 
Kershaw, who threw 94 pitches in his start on Sunday, was in the bullpen on Tuesday, though Roberts 
wanted to avoid using him so he could “get him a little bit more” on Wednesday. 
 
Kershaw joked after Wednesday’s win that he could pitch 27 innings in the season’s final game. 
 
“When you're talking about Clayton Kershaw, Game 7, I think anything's within reason,” Roberts said. 
“With Clayton, it's hard to put a number on him.” 
 
Kershaw made two regular season relief appearances in his career — in 2008 and 2009 — and saved 
Game 5 of the 2016 NLDS, recording the final two outs against the Nationals. 
 
“I’ll be ready to go from pitch one, for whatever they need me to,” Kershaw said. “Preparation’s out the 
door at this point. Routine is out the door. There’s no excuses. You just have to go get guys out as fast as 
you can and pitch as long as they want you to.” 
 
Rich Hill, who threw 58 pitches in his Game 6 start, was asked if he could pitch an inning in Game 7. 
 
“Yeah I got it in me,” Hill said. “I can hit, whatever you need.” 
 
Game 7 forever. 
 
 
Dodgers in first World Series Game 7 since 1965 
 
By Eric Stephen 
 
LOS ANGELES -- For the first time in 52 years, the Dodgers will play in Game 7 of the World Series, after 
drawing even with a 3-1 win over the Astros on Tuesday night at Dodger Stadium. 
 
This is the sixth winner-take-all World Series Game 7 for the Dodgers, and the first since Sandy Koufax 
shut out the Twins in two days rest in the finale in Minnesota in 1965. He also shut out the Twins three 
days earlier in Los Angeles, in Game 5. 
 
That’s the only Game 7 of the World Series for the Dodgers since moving to Los Angeles. They have had 
one other Game 7, in the NLCS in 1988. That was a 6-0 win over the Mets, behind an Orel Hershiser 
shutout and a five-run second inning, making the Dodgers 2-0 in Games 7 since coming west. 
 
 



In World Series history this year will mark the 39th winner-take-all Game 7. Home teams actually have a 
losing record (18-20), including road wins by the Giants in Kansas City in 2014 and the Cubs in Cleveland 
in 2016, the last two Games 7. 
 
The home team won the previous nine Games 7 of the World Series, from the Cardinals over the 
Brewers in 1982 through the Cardinals over the rangers in 2011. 
 
 

DODGER INSIDER 
 
 

The resilient Dodgers do it again — now they will play a World Series Game 7 
 
By Cary Osborne 
 
Nine. 
Nine excruciating outs, where nine Dodgers on the field and every Dodger in the dugout and every 
Dodger fan at Dodger Stadium lived every single pitch on Tuesday night. 
 
From the moment the Dodgers took a 2–1 lead in the bottom of the sixth inning of Game 6 of the World 
Series, after coming up empty against Houston Astros starter Justin Verlander for five innings, every 
pitch was a cliffhanger. Every out was relief. The last was ecstasy. 
 
In the top of the seventh inning, it was Josh Reddick, forced out at second after a leadoff walk. Alex 
Bregman flew out after a George Springer single. And Jose Altuve grounded out to third base off Kenta 
Maeda on a close play — two days after hitting a three-run home run off him. Cody Bellinger had to 
scoop a one-hop throw at first base to get the out on a throw from Justin Turner — a critical play in the 
game. 
 
“I think intense,” was how Dodger manager Dave Roberts described the feeling in the Dodger dugout 
late in the game. “You’re just counting outs and knowing that team over there doesn’t quit. And just 
trying to make sure that we put our guys in the right spots, trying to tack on some runs. But I guess 
‘intense’ is the word.” 
 
In the bottom of the seventh inning, Joc Pederson was behind 1–2 and chopped a Joe Musgrove fastball 
high into the air to left field. The ball carried, carried and then dropped over the wall for a solo home 
run, about 40 feet from where Kenley Jansen was warming up in the bullpen. Pederson jumped so wildly 
as he approached third base on his circle around the bases that he nearly lost his balance. The Dodgers 
were up 3–1. 
 
“I think there’s a lot of emotions,” said Pederson about the final outs. “It’s very tense and stressful out 
there. And we believe in our guys, so we just try to get them a lead in the late innings and kind of watch 
them work. But the watching part is stressful.” 
 
Six to go. 
 
Jansen was in, after twice walking off the mound in the World Series in disappointment — once in Game 
2 and again in the wild Game 6 walk-off hit by Bregman. 



 
His path to redemption started with Carlos Correa — a flyout. Then Yuli Gurriel, who popped foul to 
Cody Bellinger at first base. Brian McCann then struck out on a slider. 
 
Three to go. 
 
“The adrenaline and everything, I felt great,” Jansen said. “I didn’t feel tired at all. (I wanted to) go out 
there and compete, try to help my teammates and pick them up and force a Game 7.” 
 
In stood Marwin Gonzalez, who in Game 2 homered off Jansen to tie the score 3–3 in the top of the 
ninth inning. Gonzalez took a called first strike. He then tried to bunt his way on and missed a Jansen 
slider. Two pitches later, Jansen got him to pop to Bellinger. 
 
Two. 
 
Reddick was baffled, unable to do anything with three Jansen strikes — twisting his body and missing on 
a cutter to strike out. 
 
One. 
 
The veteran, Carlos Beltran was up. Foul. Foul. Foul. And then a whiff on a cutter upstairs. 
 
The Dodgers beat the Houston Astros 3–1 on Tuesday and will now host a World Series Game 7 for the 
first time in Dodger Stadium history. 
 
There was a lot of guts in this one, and gutsy moves. 
 
With two outs in the fifth inning, Dodgers starter Rich Hill intentionally walked George Springer to load 
the bases. The only gash in an otherwise spotless performance against Hill was a solo homer by Springer 
in the third inning. 
 
After 58 pitches, Roberts went to the mound to pull Hill in favor of Brandon Morrow. 
 
The uneasiness from inside Dodger Stadium was as thick as the damp late October air. Hearts wanted 
Hill to face Alex Bregman. Dodger minds prevailed, trusting Morrow two days after he allowed four runs 
and didn’t record an out in the Dodgers’ Game 5, 13–12 loss. 
 
Morrow, on the second 98 mph fastball to Bregman, induced an inning-ending groundout. 
 
In the top of the sixth inning, Morrow gave way to Tony Watson, and with the move, Chase Utley 
replaced the hot-hitting Logan Forsythe at second base. Utley came into the game 0 ofr his last 29 in the 
postseason. 
 
In the bottom of the sixth inning, after Austin Barnes singled off Justin Verlander — ending a stretch of 
11 straight Dodgers retired by the Houston ace — Utley, baseball’s active leader in being hit by pitch, 
took a bounced changeup off the front leg. 
 



Taylor followed by looping a 97 mph fastball into right field for a double, scoring Barnes and tying the 
score at 1–1. Corey Seager followed with a sacrifice fly, scoring Utley and giving the Dodgers their first 
lead of the game at 2–1. 
 
Pederson’s homer followed, providing the Dodgers more cushion. 
 
The Dodger bullpen — Morrow, Watson, Maeda and Jansen — allowed two hits, a walk and no runs in 4 
1/3 innings. 
 
Now the Dodgers are 27 outs away from winning their first World Series since 1988. 
 
“I believe in all these guys in this clubhouse,” Jansen said. “We never stopped believing in ourselves. 
Here we are — ready for tomorrow.” 
 
 
Jansen bounces back with perfect six-out save to force a Game 7 
 
By Rowan Kavner 
 
It could’ve been déjà vu. The faith could’ve been lost. The right arm of Kenley Jansen, who’d been relied 
on so heavily all postseason, could’ve been too drained after a few shaky outings against the best hitting 
team in baseball. 
 
Instead, on a night manager Dave Roberts only intended to use his All-Star closer for three outs, the 
National League Reliever of the Year finished off the final six outs on only 19 pitches to end Game 6 and 
send the World Series to a Game 7. 
 
“Kenley, he’s the best closer in baseball,” said Rich Hill, who allowed just a run in 4 2/3 innings to start 
Game 6. “To see him come out of the bullpen for the eighth, everybody was really excited. We knew he 
wanted to come back and prove himself and go out there and win it for every guy in this locker room.” 
Placed into a situation almost identical to the Game 2 that got away from him, Jansen again entered in 
the eighth inning with a 3–1 lead. In that Game 2, the Astros scratched a run across in the eighth and 
tied it in the ninth on a Marwin Gonzalez home run. 
 
Houston would get no such run in either inning this time, with Jansen starting the eighth inning rather 
than entering it with a runner on base. Seven pitches later, navigating his way through the Astros’ 4–5–6 
hitters in Carlos Correa, Yuli Gurriel and Brian McCann, Game 6’s eighth inning concluded. 
 
“He put us in a position where you could entertain him going out there for the ninth,” Roberts said. 
“When I used him, when I called on him in the eighth, I wasn’t certain. I just knew that part of the order, 
I just wanted him to attack those guys. And if he wasn’t as efficient in the eighth, then I would have 
been put in a different situation to call on to close that game out.” 
 
Clayton Kershaw began to warm up in the bullpen, just in case. But Kershaw knew he’d only enter if the 
eighth inning went haywire or extended Jansen too drastically. 
 
It did not. 
 



“I’m not trying to be a hero or anything,” Jansen said. “It’s no tomorrow. We’ve got to go out there and 
fight. (Roberts) asked me how I feel, I gave him my honesty, ‘I’m good to go.’ The adrenaline, everything, 
I feel great. I didn’t feel tired at all out there. I go out there and compete and try to help my teammates, 
try to pick them up to force a Game 7.” 
 
He did that, rebounding from his past outings against an unrelenting Houston offense in a perilous series 
for relievers of both teams. 
 
Jansen went 41-for-42 in save opportunities during the regular season, but after shutting down a 3–1 
win in Game 1, he suffered his lone blown save of the playoffs in Game 2 of the World Series. He didn’t 
pitch in Game 3 and allowed a run to the short porch in left field at Minute Maid Park while finishing off 
a Game 4 win. 
 
He momentarily restored order to a ludicrous Game 5 in Houston, pitching a scoreless ninth inning in a 
game in which 11 combined runs were scored after the sixth. He’d continue working into the 10th inning 
that night, recording five outs. But he was asked to get six. 
 
After a hit batter, a walk and a walk-off RBI single, that would end up one too many. 
 
“It doesn’t matter how they scored runs on us, what happened in the past,” Jansen said. “All that’s in 
the past. The great thing about this bullpen is we all let that go, don’t think about it no more, keep 
believing in ourselves.” 
 
Despite the powerful offenses teeing off this series, the Dodgers are still the only team this postseason 
with a bullpen sporting a WHIP under 1.00. The relievers looked more steadfast than shaken in Game 6, 
much more closely resembling the group that at one point had tossed 28 consecutive postseason 
innings. 
 
It helped, Jansen said, being at home. It also helped having a day off. 
 
Jansen had tossed 5 2/3 innings in four appearances in the series before Monday’s travel day. Brandon 
Morrow had thrown in every game of the series, including three straight games in Houston. 
 
“The day off was great, no doubt about it,” Jansen said. “That was tough in Houston. Those guys, they 
did what they’re supposed to do, but we also did what we’re supposed to do to take one and to try to 
get our home field advantage back.” 
 
Feeling refreshed, Morrow came back firing in the high 90s and allowed just a hit in a scoreless inning. 
He entered after Hill left with two outs and the bases loaded in the fifth inning and got a groundout 
from Alex Bregman to end the threat. Tony Watson added a third of an inning of work, and with runners 
on the corners and a one-run lead, Kenta Maeda got the elusive Jose Altuve out to end what would be 
the last significant danger posed by the Houston offense. 
 
And trusted to get six outs again, Jansen delivered. 
 
The Astros didn’t get close to doing any damage in the final two innings, with Jansen firing 18 of his 19 
pitches for strikes, ensuring there would be no free passes. With a cutter that found its life, he struck 
out half the batters he faced, including the final two of the night. 



 
“We’ve asked a lot out of him this whole postseason,” Kershaw said. “The way B-Mo looked tonight, the 
way Kenley looked tonight, that’s them.” 
 
Jansen’s coaches and teammates kept the faith. Through it all, Jansen never lost it. 
 
“The one thing we never lose sight of, we never stopped believing,” Jansen said. “We all believe.” 
 
 
 

YAHOO SPORTS 
 
 

World Series Game 6: Dodgers dig in to even series with 3-1 win 
 
By Jeff Passan 
 
LOS ANGELES — Of course the 113th World Series is going to a seventh game. As if anything else would 
have sufficed in this wild, action-packed series between the Los Angeles Dodgers and Houston Astros. 
 
The Dodgers forced a winner-takes-all showdown on Wednesday at 8:20 p.m. ET with a 3-1 victory in 
Game 6 on Tuesday, beating Astros ace Justin Verlander and giving baseball its second consecutive 
Game 7 to decide a World Series after last year’s extra-innings madness in which the Chicago Cubs beat 
the Cleveland Indians. 
 
The crowd of 54,128 at Dodger Stadium for Game 6 will swell for Game 7, not just in size but anxiety, 
hope, fear and, perhaps by the end, joy. The Dodgers have not won a World Series since 1988. The 
Astros haven’t won one in their 55-year history. 
 
They blew a chance Tuesday with Verlander on the mound. After a feckless first 16 at-bats, in which the 
Dodgers mustered only a second-inning Yasiel Puig single, Los Angeles roared back in the sixth. Austin 
Barnes led off with a single. Verlander, whose difficulty gripping his slider this postseason prompted the 
pre-Game 5 slick-ball controversy, asked for a new baseball twice when he couldn’t get a good grip on 
the one he’d been tossed. With a desirable ball, he spun a slider that hit Chase Utley’s foot. 
 
Chris Taylor, the Dodgers’ dynamic leadoff hitter, sliced a double down the right-field line to score 
Barnes and make it 1-1. Corey Seager’s long sacrifice fly plated Utley. And just like that, the Dodgers, for 
the second time in the series, had taken a lead in a game started by Verlander. 
 
The first devolved into the sloppy, wonderful 7-6 victory for Houston in Game 2. This one held. The 
Dodgers’ bullpen turned in 4 1/3 innings of scoreless relief after starter Rich Hill left in the fifth inning 
with two outs and the bases loaded. Brandon Morrow, who allowed four runs on six pitches in Game 5, 
induced an Alex Bregman groundout to avoid trouble. 
 
Hill’s lone blemish came from a George Springer home run in the third inning, his fourth of the series. 
The Dodgers matched him when Joc Pederson took Joe Musgrove deep in the seventh, his third home 
run of the series and the 24th hit by both teams. Los Angeles led 3-1, and it turned to closer Kenley 
Jansen. 



 
A goat in Game 2 and the losing pitcher in Game 5, Jansen, Dodgers manager Dave Roberts said, was 
available for only three outs. Roberts brought him on in the eighth inning anyway, and he cruised 
through it in just seven pitches. A spotless ninth saved him the game and the Dodgers their season. 
 
Now, it comes down to one final matchup, Yu Darvish for the Dodgers and Lance McCullers Jr. for the 
Astros, but only so long as either is effective. Because Game 7 is an unpredictable, wild, do-whatever-
you-can mess of every-pitch-counts baseball. Game 1 was a quick pitchers’ duel, Game 2 a compendium 
of comebacks, Game 3 a starting meltdown that affected those afterward, Game 4 a relief meltdown 
that did the same, Game 5 an insane classic and Game 6 pure survival. Game 7 may be one of those, 
maybe all six, maybe even more. 
 
It will be exactly what a series like this deserves. 
 
 
World Series Game 6: The defensive play that helped force a Game 7 
 
By Tim Brown 
 
LOS ANGELES – A Game 6 becomes a Game 7, and a baseball season teeters over into November, and 
when the lights go out an old ballpark up on a hill seems to shiver and sigh. After all that’s come before 
it, and before the little bit that still remains, the subtleties of the games drift away, lost in the months 
past and the one last game ahead, except this is different but for a wave of Cody Bellinger’s mitt. 
 
And maybe that’s why they’re here to begin with, and maybe that’s what will separate the Los Angeles 
Dodgers and the Houston Astros, because, so far, between the two, there’s no light evident. Only 
ballgames, played to exhaustion, played to Carlos Correa bounding with glee or Joc Pederson practically 
doing jumping jacks down the third-base line, played to Justin Verlander on the black at 97, to Kenley 
Jansen whipping one last chin-high cutter, to three-games-apiece, and finally back to a 22-year-old man 
deft enough and calm enough to make it so. 
 
Amid four more strikeouts from a feast-or-famine swing, in the seventh inning of a game that until then 
had mostly played itself around him, Bellinger held his mitt steady and his heart to a healthy patter and 
made the play that just flat-out had to be made. Yes, Rich Hill had gotten them started, and the bullpen 
composed itself again, and then the Dodgers sorted out Verlander, because it seemed for a very long 
time he wasn’t giving the ball back until he was done or they were. There are no pitch counts on 
Halloween night. 
 
The Dodgers beat the Astros, 3-1, because of all the stuff that mattered. For the two runs against 
Verlander in the sixth inning, Austin Barnes barreling a fastball, Chase Utley taking an overthrown slider 
on his foot (“Yeah, we got ice,” Charlie Culberson deadpanned), Chris Taylor getting just enough of a 
one-and-two fastball, Corey Seager lifting a fly ball. Then, an inning later, for Pederson firing an outside 
fastball into the left-field bleachers, his opposite field, and spiraling around the bases like a tire flung 
from its axle on the freeway. Then, for the 13 outs gathered by their relievers, the last six, in order, from 
Jansen, one Astro at a time, until what was left was Game 7. 
 
The Dodgers, like the Astros, had been very good for the better part of seven months at winning today, 
just today, and adding those up at the end. And, now, like the Astros, have only one today remaining. 



 
And so, instead of counting up the home runs and the ERAs and all those wins, instead of charting the 
innings and adding up all the columns to somehow make sense of it all, what really echoes is a ground 
ball off Jose Altuve’s bat in the seventh inning and what came of that. Because without that which 
happened next, the conversation about this particular today could be very different, to the extent the 
Astros could be halfway home by now and the Dodgers could be clean out of todays. 
 
Here’s what happened. The Dodgers scored twice in the sixth inning to overtake the home run George 
Springer had hit in the third inning. They’d wrestled by then with going on 90 of Verlander’s pitches, and 
they’d all been an unreasonable effort, and still they’d gotten two players across 360 feet of dirt, and 
oddly enough Verlander was going to have pitched 12 innings of this World Series and allowed five hits 
and struck out 14 batters and have walked off the field twice behind on the scoreboard. The Dodgers 
had their lead, you may even call it an unlikely lead, 2-1. They had nine outs to get. They had what 
appeared to be a vulnerable bullpen to get them. So vulnerable, even, Clayton Kershaw stood out there 
with them, never really getting warm, but in a position to get warm if the situation arose. “I threw 
against the wall probably 700 times tonight,” he said. And asked how that went, he smiled and said, 
“Good.” 
 
So, in the top of the seventh inning, Tony Watson walked the first batter, fellow left-hander Josh 
Reddick. Kenta Maeda replaced Watson. The next batter, Evan Gattis batting for Verlander, topped a 
two-hopper to shortstop. Shortstop Corey Seager went to second base for the force. Gattis, a big ol’ 
fella, beat the throw to first base. Then, George Springer knocked a grounder toward the left-side hole, 
which Seager got a glove on but had no play. With runners at first and second base, Alex Bregman, 
who’d ruined their Sunday night in Game 5, flied to center field and Derek Fisher, running for Gattis, 
went to third base. Astros were at first and third, two were out, Maeda had Altuve, the likely American 
League MVP, in the batter’s box. He had that one-run lead. He had those 90 feet to protect. 
 
Maeda threw a cutter and a couple fastballs, and Altuve just missed a couple, fouling them back, and 
Maeda came back with the cutter, which Altuve bounced to the left side of the infield. Justin Turner, the 
Dodgers’ third baseman, snared the ball to his left. Altuve dug for first base. Turner released the ball. 
The crowd, which had roared at what appeared to be the third out, went quiet as Altuve raced the ball 
near even. Fisher already was near home plate. Springer, from first base, turned on the bag at second. 
He looked over his shoulder. Fisher turned to watch. 
 
The ball never seemed to have quite enough altitude. It began to dive. Bellinger, who is 6-foot-4, edged 
his lead foot to his right, extended his gloved hand low. Behind him, maybe 20 yards to the short wall. 
The ball struck the dirt in front of his mitt, not so far in front there’d be a long even hop, not so close 
there’d be a short predictable skip, but in that in-between area that would require a big mitt and a 
million repetitions and a steady hand and a stable pulse and a little bit of luck. 
 
“I always pretend the ball’s going to be in the dirt,” Bellinger said later. “So that way I’m not surprised.” 
 
Across the diamond, Turner said, he did not consider the consequences of a ball that skittered past 
Bellinger, and Bellinger and right fielder Yasiel Puig giving it chase, and Fisher scoring and maybe 
Springer too, of the score not 2-1 anymore but 3-2. 
 
“Nah,” he said. “I know if you get it in the area he catches it most of the time.” 
 



Bellinger, elegantly, picked it clean, just ahead of Altuve passing behind him. The crowd breathed. 
Bellinger put his head down, jogged across the field, on the eve of November, like it was another day in 
March at Camelback Ranch and he’d just called off a coach banging away at fungoes. 
 
“I thought I had it,” he said. “That was …” 
 
He paused. He wasn’t sure. 
 
“It was all right,” he said. “It wasn’t easy. But it wasn’t hard.” 
 
Maybe it was nothing. Maybe it ends the way it ends anyway, somehow. Different, but the same. But, 
then, maybe it doesn’t. And Game 7 never comes. And the Astros are halfway home by now. But for a 
wave of Cody Bellinger’s mitt. 
 
 
Gambler to risk $14 million on Game 7 after going undefeated in World Series 
 
By Chris Cwik 
 
If you thought the craziness surrounding the World Series was restricted to the two teams on the field, 
think again. One Vegas gambler currently has a bet going that is so ridiculous it perfectly epitomizes this 
unbelievable series between the Los Angeles Dodgers and the Houston Astros. 
 
Prior to Game 6, RJ Bell — who aptly goes by the name @RJinVegas on Twitter — unleashed this 
whopper on the unsuspecting public. 
 
Prior to Game 6, RJ Bell — who aptly goes by the name @RJinVegas on Twitter — unleashed this 
whopper on the unsuspecting public. 
 

 RJ Bell ✔@RJinVegas 
CONFIRMED RUMOR 
Unknown Vegas bettor 5-0 in W Series - letting it all ride each game. Now up $8 MILLION! He bet it all on 
#Dodgers tonight!! 
2:58 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 322 322 Replies   2,655 2,655 Retweets   3,656 3,656 likes 
 
You already know where this is going. The Dodgers did win Game 6, meaning our mystery bettor is now 
a perfect 6-0 in the World Series. In a move that we think is incredibly fitting considering the unreal 
nature of this series, the bettor has also decided to go all-in on Game 7. 
 

 RJ Bell ✔@RJinVegas 
Let It Ride bettor wins again. 6 for 6 in WS! Expected to have $14 Million in action tomorrow!! I'll let you 
know who he's betting ASAP ... 
8:44 PM - Oct 31, 2017 · Paradise, NV 
 96 96 Replies   766 766 Retweets   1,218 1,218 likes 
 
 



Holy moly! We’ve never felt ill by merely looking at another person’s wager, but we do right now. 
Someone has already won $14 million on the World Series, and is willing to risk it all on Game 7. Nope. 
Nope 14 million times. 
 
A few things to note for those of you who are skeptical: For what it’s worth, Bell is absolutely adamant 
this is real. He not only defended himself aggressively in his Twitter comments, but offered some 
descriptions of the man who has reportedly placed the bets. 
 
As many people have pointed out, it seems unbelievable that one place would accept a bet that large. 
Turns out, the mystery gambler is spreading all his bets around town at different places. 
 
Naturally, there are other rumors flying around here. Some have theorized this person is actually a front 
for a much larger group. Some believe maybe it’s just a guy taking awful odds that no other gambling 
pro would accept. 
 
So, is it real? We don’t really know. It seems too crazy to be a thing, but Bell is pretty confident. For now, 
we’ll just look forward to seeing who the mystery bettor takes in Game 7. Bell is expected to reveal that 
as soon as he has the answer. 
 
Honestly, we’re not sure what we prefer here. If it is real, it’s amazing. If it’s not real, at least we don’t 
have to worry ourselves sick about someone else placing a bet worth more than what the Dodgers paid 
Justin Turner this season. 
 
 
Clayton Kershaw says he could pitch 27 innings in World Series Game 7 
 
By Liz Roscher 
 
The last and final baseball game of 2017 is happening on Wednesday night. Game 7 of the World Series, 
the Houston Astros against the Los Angeles Dodgers. Winner take all. 
 
It’s very exciting, but also very complicated for managers. They’ve got starting pitchers lined up — Lance 
McCullers for the Astros and Yu Darvish for the Dodgers — but that’s not even half the battle. At the 
first sign of stress or problems (or anything questionable), both Dodgers manager Dave Roberts and 
Astros manager A.J. Hinch are ready to call in the cavalry. And in this case, the cavalry is the bullpen. 
 
Dave Roberts’ job just got a little easier, though. Because according to Clayton Kershaw, he’s available 
for however long Roberts needs him. 
 

 Andy McCullough ✔@McCulloughTimes 
Clayton Kershaw in Game 7: “I can go 27 innings. Whatever they need.” 
9:07 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 77 77 Replies   779 779 Retweets   2,658 2,658 likes 
 
 
Yes, Kershaw is ready to pitch three complete games on Wednesday night. And I don’t think anyone 
would challenge him on that. Even Dave Roberts was reluctant to put a concrete innings number on 
Kershaw. 



 
“I think part of it is how efficient he is,” Roberts told Yahoo Sports when asked how long Kershaw could 
go on Wednesday. “But I know that he was up in the pen today. So one reason I wanted to stay away 
from him is so we could get him a little bit more tomorrow. So when you’re talking about Clayton 
Kershaw, Game 7, I think anything’s within reason. So now when we look at what we have, we’re going 
to go through it and think how we can kind of get through, navigate tomorrow. But knowing that we 
have Alex Wood, Clayton and everyone else available, that’s a good sign. But Clayton, it’s hard to put a 
number on him.” 
 
Kershaw is joking about going 27 innings, of course. But it’s clear that he’s absolutely 100 percent ready 
to go. His team is one win away from a World Series championship, and Kershaw will most likely have 
the opportunity to help them get there. While he hasn’t had a lot of success as a starter in the playoffs, 
this is Clayton Kershaw we’re talking about. And don’t forget, Kershaw has made another relief 
appearance in the playoffs. He got the save in Game 5 of the 2016 NLDS against the Washington 
Nationals, which allowed the Dodgers to move on to face (and get beaten by) the Chicago Cubs. 
 
Kershaw’s not the only starter who will be available for Game 7. Dallas Keuchel, who started Games 2 
and 5 for the Astros, is ready out of the ‘pen. Even Justin Verlander, who turned in six innings in Game 6, 
told ESPN that he might be available to pitch out of the bullpen. 
 
But all eyes will be on Kershaw. He’s the guy with the most to prove. And like Madison Bumgarner in 
Game 7 of the 2014 World Series, Kershaw is ready to put the team on his back and carry them to the 
finish line. 
 
 
Why Game 7 of the World Series is the greatest event in sports 
 
By Jeff Passan 
 
LOS ANGELES – The 2,468th and final game of the Major League Baseball season will be played here 
Wednesday at 8:20 p.m. ET. It will cap a 2017 that witnessed more home runs than ever hit in a calendar 
year, weathered the whir of the black helicopters that soundtracked a juiced-ball narrative, offered a 
postseason packed with powerhouse teams and gifted a World Series that deserves nothing less than 
the winner-takes-all, championship-or-bust Game 7 it will get. 
 
Wait. Step back for a second. If baseball shares any lesson on a daily basis, it’s that the sport cares not 
for who deserves what. Clayton Kershaw deserves peace from the incessant screeching about his playoff 
foibles. Baseball gave him no such thing. Justin Verlander deserves a coup-de-grâce moment for his Hall 
of Fame career, a domineering, dominating, World Series-clinching victory. Baseball chuckled. Deserve 
doesn’t matter. 
 
Fifty men will take the field at Dodger Stadium in uniform Wednesday, 25 Los Angeles Dodgers, 25 
Houston Astros. The Dodgers will try to win a World Series for the first time in 29 years. The Astros will 
try to win a World Series for the first time in their 55-year history. Hundreds of pitches will be thrown, 
dozens of swings taken, countless feints and parries weighed by the managers, and in the end, after 
however many outs it takes, baseball will award its 113th championship to the team that deserves it for 
one reason only: Not because either deserved it more than the other but because it played better. 
 



Game 6, then, served as a mere appetizer, a 3-1 Dodgers victory that denied Verlander his moment two 
days after the Astros had denied Kershaw his in a raucous 13-12 affair. Game 4 presented a staggering 
meltdown of a bullpen following Game 3’s staggering meltdown of a starting pitcher. Game 2 was, like 
Game 5, a Pollock painting, the incongruity a stand-in for genius or madness or something in between or 
both. And Game 1, eight days or an eternity ago, finished in 2 hours, 28 minutes, a tidy bit of 
foreshadowing that this was not going to be a typical series. 
 
Instead of normalcy, or whatever passes for it in October, the 2017 World Series has bestowed a feeling 
of constant nausea – the good kind, if there’s such a thing, one that turns stomachs sour because the 
body is ill-equipped to handle a baseball game’s unique ability to rollick back and forth. Leads came in a 
flash and vanished in an instant, a record flurry of home runs treating them like a storm does a satellite 
dish. Games were won until they were lost, lost until they were won. If there has been a defining 
characteristic of the first six games of the 2017 World Series, it’s a raw unpredictability, the kind that 
carves a path to a seventh game. 
 
“No matter what, this series is going down in the history books as one of the best series of all-time,” 
Verlander said. “I think tomorrow is going to be nothing short of spectacular either way.” 
 
Do not fit him for an orange jumpsuit; Verlander is no prisoner of the moment. Game 7 ensures this 
series fits among past classics. Prior to this year, MLB went to a Game 7 to decide a World Series 37 
times, not counting 1912, which actually needed an eighth game after the second in the series ended in 
a tie. Game 7s exist for historic moments. Bill Mazeroski’s championship-winning home run in 1960. Jack 
Morris’ 10-inning shutout. Sandy Koufax’s three-hitter. Luis Gonzalez vanquishing Mariano Rivera. 
Mickey Mantle beating the Dodgers as a 20-year-old. Madison Bumgarner going five innings for the save 
three days after pitching a shutout. Edgar Renteria walking off the Indians. The Cubs and Indians beating 
up one another in a 10-inning street fight. Game 7 of the World Series is the best six words in sports for 
a reason. 
 
“You don’t ever think of playing in Game 3 or 4 or 5,” said Astros outfielder George Springer, whose 
fourth home run of the series accounted for Houston’s lone Game 6 run. “As a kid, you’re always playing 
in Game 7.” 
 
They play Game 7 because its mysticism matches its glory. Of those 37 games, 14 ended with a one-run 
win and seven apiece with a two- or three-run margin. More than 75 percent of Game 7s have been a 
grand slam away from concluding with a different champion. They live to be taut, to present baseball in 
its purest and most concentrated form, and these two teams – the first to finish with 100-plus regular-
season wins and face off in a Game 7 since the St. Louis Cardinals and Philadelphia A’s in 1931 – have 
proven themselves plenty capable of doing so over the series’ first six games. 
 
The lagniappe of Game 7 is an opportunity to bore deep inside the mind of the managers. Los Angeles’ 
Dave Roberts and Houston’s A.J. Hinch, only 45 and 43 years old, are considered nonetheless two of the 
best in the game, not just on their ability to act as the bridge between their analytical front offices and 
clubhouses of millionaire millennials but because each has acquitted himself as at least a better-than-
average strategist. 
 
So with Yu Darvish set to start coming off his 1 2/3-inning debacle, Roberts understands he may need to 
optimize the time he calls upon starter Alex Wood in relief duty and to inspect every pitch thrown by 



Kenley Jansen, whom he used for a two-inning save in Game 6, and pick the exact right moment for 
Kershaw, who will be available, to avenge a Game 5 in which he blew 4-0 and 7-4 leads. 
 
And while Hinch gets to go with Lance McCullers Jr., whose four brilliant innings cinched Game 7 of the 
ALCS, he too needs to pick and choose whom he deploys wisely. There is Charlie Morton, who won 
Game 7 of the ALCS and shut down the Dodgers in Game 4 of the World Series. Hinch can go to Brad 
Peacock, a starter who earned his first career save picking up McCullers in Game 3, or Dallas Keuchel, 
who failed to win Game 1 or 5. If his arm feels good enough when he throws Wednesday, even 
Verlander might declare himself available and go all Randy Johnson 2.0. 
 
Already, in the afterglow of a game during which the Dodgers pieced together a pair of runs against 
Verlander following five innings of offensive ineptitude, the focus had left the previous 3 hours, 22 
minutes in the dustbin. Game 6 was done. Game 7 was imminent. And in front of reporters, the 90-year-
old Tommy Lasorda, the last Dodgers manager to win a championship, told Roberts: “You haven’t won 
[expletive] ‘til you win tomorrow.” 
 
For the fourth time this decade, a baseball team will win [expletive] via a seventh game. There will be 
heroes. There will be goats. There will be memories imprinted deep into the recesses of minds. There 
will be moments that beg to be forgotten, only to find themselves replayed on the loop of time. 
 
There will be people who say Houston deserves to win a championship because never has it experienced 
a parade for the Astros and because in the aftermath of Hurricane Harvey it may help the healing in the 
smallest of ways. There will be people who say Los Angeles deserves a championship because nearly 
three decades in an ambered state of disillusionment is plenty and because getting to celebrate one at 
home is the ultimate in sports fandom. 
 
Deserve doesn’t matter. All that does is the 25 men in Dodgers uniforms and 25 men in Astros uniforms, 
the managers trying to process what’s going on in front of them in real time and how the decisions of all 
dictate where the ball bounces. That is Game 7 at its core, baseball at its finest, every bit of excess 
evaporated so only the essence survives: two teams playing one game and seeing who does it better. 
 
 
World Series Game 6: The defensive play that helped force a Game 7 
 
By Tim Brown 
 
LOS ANGELES – A Game 6 becomes a Game 7, and a baseball season teeters over into November, and 
when the lights go out an old ballpark up on a hill seems to shiver and sigh. After all that’s come before 
it, and before the little bit that still remains, the subtleties of the games drift away, lost in the months 
past and the one last game ahead, except this is different but for a wave of Cody Bellinger’s mitt. 
 
And maybe that’s why they’re here to begin with, and maybe that’s what will separate the Los Angeles 
Dodgers and the Houston Astros, because, so far, between the two, there’s no light evident. Only 
ballgames, played to exhaustion, played to Carlos Correa bounding with glee or Joc Pederson practically 
doing jumping jacks down the third-base line, played to Justin Verlander on the black at 97, to Kenley 
Jansen whipping one last chin-high cutter, to three-games-apiece, and finally back to a 22-year-old man 
deft enough and calm enough to make it so. 
 



Amid four more strikeouts from a feast-or-famine swing, in the seventh inning of a game that until then 
had mostly played itself around him, Bellinger held his mitt steady and his heart to a healthy patter and 
made the play that just flat-out had to be made. Yes, Rich Hill had gotten them started, and the bullpen 
composed itself again, and then the Dodgers sorted out Verlander, because it seemed for a very long 
time he wasn’t giving the ball back until he was done or they were. There are no pitch counts on 
Halloween night. 
 
The Dodgers beat the Astros, 3-1, because of all the stuff that mattered. For the two runs against 
Verlander in the sixth inning, Austin Barnes barreling a fastball, Chase Utley taking an overthrown slider 
on his foot (“Yeah, we got ice,” Charlie Culberson deadpanned), Chris Taylor getting just enough of a 
one-and-two fastball, Corey Seager lifting a fly ball. Then, an inning later, for Pederson firing an outside 
fastball into the left-field bleachers, his opposite field, and spiraling around the bases like a tire flung 
from its axle on the freeway. Then, for the 13 outs gathered by their relievers, the last six, in order, from 
Jansen, one Astro at a time, until what was left was Game 7. 
 
The Dodgers, like the Astros, had been very good for the better part of seven months at winning today, 
just today, and adding those up at the end. And, now, like the Astros, have only one today remaining. 
 
And so, instead of counting up the home runs and the ERAs and all those wins, instead of charting the 
innings and adding up all the columns to somehow make sense of it all, what really echoes is a ground 
ball off Jose Altuve’s bat in the seventh inning and what came of that. Because without that which 
happened next, the conversation about this particular today could be very different, to the extent the 
Astros could be halfway home by now and the Dodgers could be clean out of todays. 
 
Here’s what happened. The Dodgers scored twice in the sixth inning to overtake the home run George 
Springer had hit in the third inning. They’d wrestled by then with going on 90 of Verlander’s pitches, and 
they’d all been an unreasonable effort, and still they’d gotten two players across 360 feet of dirt, and 
oddly enough Verlander was going to have pitched 12 innings of this World Series and allowed five hits 
and struck out 14 batters and have walked off the field twice behind on the scoreboard. The Dodgers 
had their lead, you may even call it an unlikely lead, 2-1. They had nine outs to get. They had what 
appeared to be a vulnerable bullpen to get them. So vulnerable, even, Clayton Kershaw stood out there 
with them, never really getting warm, but in a position to get warm if the situation arose. “I threw 
against the wall probably 700 times tonight,” he said. And asked how that went, he smiled and said, 
“Good.” 
 
 

CBS SPORTS 
 

Tommy Lasorda to Dave Roberts: You haven't done s--- until you win tomorrow 
 
By Dayn Perry 
 
LOS ANGELES -- Not long after the Dodgers prevailed over the Astros on Tuesday night to force a 
seventh game of the 2017 World Series, Los Angeles manager Dave Roberts made his way to the 
interview room at Dodger Stadium. Just before he got there, Hall of Famer and former Dodgers manager 
Tommy Lasorda gave him some words of inspiration.  
 
To quote the legendary skipper, "You haven't done s--- until you win tomorrow." 



That's sort of true, in this zero-sum thing called sports. So, yeah, the Dodgers' 2017 season will be a 
disappointment if they don't prevail over the Astros in Game 7 on Wednesday night. As for Lasorda, he 
led the Dodgers to World Series titles in 1981 and 1988, so, yeah, he knows about doing s---. 
 
 
Astros-Dodgers World Series: Hill stepped off mound so Gurriel could get booed 
 
By Mike Axisa 
 
The 2017 World Series is going to Game 7. 
 
Tuesday night the Dodgers beat the Astros (LAD 3, HOU 1) in Game 6 to force a winner-take-all Game 7 
on Wednesday. It's the third time in the last four years the World Series is going to distance. 
 
Veteran southpaw Rich Hill started Game 6 for the Dodgers and held the 'Stros to one run in 4 2/3 
innings. And during the game, he made sure the Dodger Stadium crowd had plenty of time to boo Yuli 
Gurriel during his at-bats. Gurriel made a racist gesture following a home run against Yu Darvish earlier 
in the series. 
 
Hill faced Gurriel twice in Game 6, and during both at-bats he stepped off and walked around the mound 
for a bit before throwing a pitch. That gave the crowd a chance to boo. And boo they did. Gurriel heard 
it during pregame introductions and before each pitch of his at-bats. 
 
MLB suspended Gurriel five games for the racist gesture, though the suspension does not begin until 
next season. He remains eligible to play in the World Series. 
 
 
Astros-Dodgers World Series Game 7: Ace Kershaw can go as many innings as needed 
 
By R.J. Anderson 
 
The Los Angeles Dodgers defeated the Houston Astros on Tuesday in Game 6 of the 2017 World Series 
(GameTracker), thereby forcing a Game 7 on Wednesday night. 
Dodgers ace Clayton Kershaw, who just started Game 5 on Sunday night, will be available. For how many 
pitches? Apparently as many as needed. Here's what Kershaw said: 
 

 Andy McCullough ✔@McCulloughTimes 
Clayton Kershaw in Game 7: “I can go 27 innings. Whatever they need.” 
9:07 PM - Oct 31, 2017 
 78 78 Replies   780 780 Retweets   2,665 2,665 likes 
 
Those with a good memory will note Kershaw has made one other postseason relief appearance in 
recent years. That came in Game 5 of last year's National League Division Series. In that game, Kershaw 
recorded two outs on seven pitches and earned the save. 
 
We'll see how Dave Roberts uses Kershaw, and the rest of his pitching staff on Wednesday night. All 
hands figure to be on deck -- after all, there is no tomorrow, so far as this baseball season is concerned. 
 



Dodgers beat Astros to force World Series Game 7: Final score, things to know 
 
By Mike Axisa 
 
For the third time in the last four seasons, the World Series is going the full seven games. 
Tuesday night at Dodger Stadium, the Los Angeles Dodgers avoided elimination with a 3-1 win (box 
score) over the Houston Astros in Game 6 of the World Series. The two clubs will play a winner-take-all 
Game 7 on Wednesday night. 
 
Here are nine things to know about Game 6. 
 
Springer tied a World Series leadoff hitter record 
 
The first run of Game 6 was scored on -- what else? -- a home run. There have been a lot of them this 
series. The Astros and Dodgers combined for 22 home runs in Games 1-5, a new World Series record 
regardless of series length. George Springer hit the 23rd homer of the series in the third inning, giving 
his club a 1-0 lead. 
 
That home run was Springer's fourth of the series, tying him with Lenny Dykstra for the most ever by a 
leadoff hitter in a single World Series. He's the first player to hit four homers in a single World Series 
since Chase Utley in 2009. And there's also this. 
 
And -- yes, there's more -- Springer's dinger was home run No. 14 for the Astros this series, which tied 
them with the 2002 Giants for the most in a single World Series. Crazy. 
 
Remember, Springer went 0 for 4 with four strikeouts in Game 1. He has gone 9 for 20 with two doubles, 
three homers, five walks, and three strikeouts in the five games since. 
 
Verlander was dealing ... until he wasn't 
 
Once again Justin Verlander dominated for five innings, and once again the Dodgers were able to get to 
him in the sixth inning. Back in Game 2, it was Corey Seager who gave the Dodgers the lead with a sixth 
inning two-run home run against Verlander. 
 
in Game 6, the Dodgers manufactured two sixth inning runs against Verlander after he shoved for five 
innings. He retired 15 of the first 16 batters he faced. Verlander was dominating and throwing hard. 
 
The sixth inning rally started with an Austin Barnes single and an Utley hit-by-pitch. Chris Taylor fought 
off a fastball -- I mean really fought off -- and dunked it into right field for a run-scoring double to knot 
the game up 1-1. Here's the video: 
 
Not exactly solid contact, but well-placed is always better than well-struck. The solid contact came from 
the next batter, Seager, who clubbed a go-ahead sac fly to the wall in right field. I thought it was gone 
off the bat. It probably would've been gone in Game 1 or 2 in the 100-plus degree heat, but not in the 
cooler Game 6 weather. 
 



After those five great innings to start Game 6, Verlander's location wasn't nearly as good while working 
out of the stretch in the sixth. The pitch Seager hit for the sac fly was a hanging slider. The Astros were 
lucky it was only a sac fly. The two-run sixth inning ended Verlander's evening. 
 
 
Astros-Dodgers Game 7: Sorting through Dodgers pitching options for winner-take-all 
 
By Mike Snyder 
 
LOS ANGELES -- Game 7 is coming. We've seen 2,430 regular-season games and 37 postseason games in 
order to get us here. It's now a winner-take-all between two 100-win teams in the Houston Astros and 
Los Angeles Dodgers.  
 
The moves with the pitching staff from Dodgers manager Dave Roberts have been scrutinized all series. 
He got a bit of redemption on Game 6, but how will things work in Game 7?  
 
He really has no good options that are totally rested aside from starting pitcher Yu Darvish. The power 
righty is on full rest and only threw 49 pitches last time out, but the Astros torched him.  
 
Given how Roberts has handled his staff this postseason, we can bet that he won't let Darvish see the 
Astros lineup for a third time outside extreme circumstances, such as Darvish having a perfect game and 
five-plus run lead. 
 
After Darvish, where to turn?  
 
We know how Roberts likes to use his bullpen. We saw it in Game 6.  
Brandon Morrow gets the highest-leverage non-save situation.  
 
Kenta Maeda comes in a spot where Roberts might need length.  
 
Tony Watson is ready for 1-3 outs and it's a plus if there are lefties mixed in. 
Tony Cingrani is a situational lefty, mostly a LOOGY 
 
Kenley Jansen is the closer and can go up to two innings.  
 
With this group rested, Roberts probably only needs four innings from Darvish under a normal scenario.  
This isn't normal, though. It's Game 7 and everything is on the table. 
 
Further, several members of that bullpen have to be gassed. Brandon Morrow looked great in Game 6 
after that day off, but he's still pitched in every game in the series and he was noticeably tired by Game 
5. Maeda hasn't been quite as sharp in his last two times out (though he's overall incredible in the 
postseason). Watson walked one of the two hitters he faced in Game 6. Jansen went two innings. 
Sure, Roberts could well stick with the same gameplan in Game 7 as Game 6. It's just that now he has 
some other clubs in his bag.  
 
Alex Wood was brilliant in Game 4 and he's now on three days' rest. He could be ready for an inning or 
two.  
 



And, of course, there's Kershaw. He told reporters after the game he's ready to go as long as his team 
needs him to. He's only on two days' rest, but we saw the Cubs get some good work from Jon Lester in 
relief during last year's Game 7 in the same situation. There's an entire offseason to rest. Now is the 
time to answer the bell. 
 
Playing with the scenarios, what about this in the case of a Dodgers win? Darvish goes four, Wood goes 
one, Kershaw goes three and Jansen goes one.  
 
What if Kershaw morphs into Madison Bumgarner and just takes over? Let's say Darvish goes three, 
Wood works one and then Kershaw just finishes things?  
 
We also have to account for an inning starting to get a bit sticky with Darvish on the hill, in which case I 
think Roberts goes to Morrow to get out of the jam -- unless it's a lefty, then he'd go with Watson. If the 
Dodgers wiggled out of said jam, then Roberts can hand the keys to Wood or Kershaw with a clean 
inning.  
 
Or Roberts could just ignore Wood and go with his relievers and Kershaw after Darvish. 
 
One scenario I can't quite see is Kershaw not getting into the game.  
 
Aside from Darvish and Kershaw, though, all bets are off. There's no telling where Roberts goes. He does 
have a ton of options, though. It's going to be fun to see how it unfolds. It's Game 7. Everything's on the 
line and there is no tomorrow. Let's get it on! 
 
 
Astros-Dodgers World Series: Roberts gets redemption in sticking to bullpen formula 
 
By Matt Snyder 
 
LOS ANGELES -- After days of having so many bullpen decisions blow up in his face, Dodgers manager 
Dave Roberts saw everything come back together in a 3-1 Game 6 victory, forcing a Game 7 for all the 
proverbial marbles. Consider it his redemption.  
 
Six days ago in this very park, Dodgers manager Dave Roberts pulled Rich Hill after just four innings of 
work. Hill only threw 60 pitches.  
 
It boiled down to Roberts and his staff not wanting the powerful Astros' offense to see Hill a third time. 
Roberts had a stellar bullpen to that point and he wanted to stick with the formula of using Kenta 
Maeda for longer-than-one-inning stints, Brandon Morrow in the highest-leverage situations before 
save situations, Tony Watson for about an inning (sometimes less) and Tony Cingrani as his situational 
lefty before Kenley Jansen shut things down.  
 
It had been working like a charm. In Game 2, it fell apart late and the Dodgers lost. 
 
Since then, the Dodgers bullpen has been noticeably tired and inconsistent.  
 
Thus, the Game 2 bullpen failures after what many believed was a quick hook on Hill, the narrative was 
launched that Roberts needed to trust his starters more and stop overtaxing his bullpen. Many media 



types have been hammering home that Hill held hitters to a .158/.208/.200 line this season the third 
time through the order. It could be that Hill would've been fine, just as he had been this season, but 
there are caveats there. First off, if he only sees the order a third time when he's pitching really well, 
that's kind of selection bias. Secondly, he pitches in the NL West against the Giants and Padres quite 
often. The Astros are an offensive juggernaut, as we've already seen at times this series.  
 
Still, the critiques of Roberts' dealing with the bullpen in Game 2 and then Game 5, with everyone being 
so overworked, continued to sprinkle in.  
 
Roberts himself seemed to relent and said in Monday's press conference in Dodger Stadium that he 
wanted to get more length out of Hill and that he didn't really want to stretch Jansen past three outs. 
 
As the game started to unfold in front of him, however, Roberts just couldn't help himself.  
 
With runners on second and third and no outs -- and having already allowed a George Springer home 
run -- Rich Hill got two strikeouts. After the strikeout of counterpart Justin Verlander, Hill intentionally 
walked Springer to load the bases for Alex Bregman. This had the feel of a pivotal moment in the game.  
Roberts came from the dugout and took Hill out. He got just 4 2/3 innings out of him and now turned to 
an exhausted bullpen. He went back to his formula. This was probably the highest-leverage moment of 
the game, so it was a man who was making his sixth appearance of the series: Morrow.  
 
The fans in Dodger Stadium were angry. There were boos. I heard plenty of profanity in the reserved 
level, too, directed at Roberts for the move (not that it bothers me, just pointing out the atmosphere). 
Hill went into the dugout and cleared a table of its cups of water in anger. 
 
It really had the feel of the Astros breaking the game wide open and Roberts having to deal with intense 
scrutiny after the game while the Astros celebrated their World Series title. After all, Verlander was 
dealing.  
 
Morrow would get a routine grounder to end the threat. He would then get two hitters the next inning 
before allowing a single and yielding to Watson, who himself retired the next hitter to end the inning.  
"I just felt that obviously Rich came out and threw the ball really well, and matched Verlander pitch for 
pitch," Roberts said afterward. "Really was outstanding. And I just felt that at that point, get a guy on 
base, you've got second and third, and put the guy on base and punch out Verlander. For me, I just felt 
that that was, with Verlander on the mound, that was going to be the game. So a guy that we've trusted 
all year long in that spot, I felt that you have to use that bullet in Brandon Morrow, and I've believed in 
him all year long. And he came through in the biggest spot of the season."  
 
He did. That's a point for Roberts. He'd gather a few more in this one. 
 
In the bottom of the sixth, the Dodgers busted through for two runs. Roberts still needed nine more 
outs from his tired bullpen. He had starter Alex Wood available in relief, but he still stuck to his formula.  
 
After Watson, it was Maeda.  
 
Then, once the bottom of the seventh inning ended -- now with a 3-1 lead thanks to a Joc Pederson solo 
shot -- "California Love" started to blare from the Dodger Stadium speakers.  



Yes, Roberts was going to get six outs from his closer, Jansen, a situation he specifically said he wanted 
to avoid.  
 
Jansen could have been a bit tired, but he was not without his stuff. When he's really on, he averages 
around 94 miles per hour on his cutter. He was sitting 91-92 in Game 6. He hit mid-90s a few times.  
Roberts said the thought process was that he wasn't sure Jansen could finish. He needed him to be 
efficient.  
 
Jansen delivered. He needed only eight pitches (all were strikes) to get the 1-2-3 in the eighth.  
A soft Marwin Gonzalez pop to first baseman Cody Bellinger in shallow right was the first out in the 
ninth. Dodger Nation Public Enemy Number Two Josh Reddick (now behind Yuli Gurriel) was next. He 
would strike out swinging. Pinch hitter Carlos Beltran -- a possible Hall of Famer looking for his first ring 
in possibly his last season -- dug in with two outs. He would strike out as well.  
 
Bedlam, "I Love L.A." blasting from the center field speakers and a Game 7 was now on tap. This 
incredible and outrageous and stupendous series was going the distance.  
 
Was Jansen really tired? Bah, please. He threw 19 pitches. Eighteen were strikes.  
"When I used him, when I called on him in the eighth, I wasn't certain," Roberts said of whether Jansen 
could finish. "I just knew that part of the order, I just wanted him to attack those guys. And if he wasn't 
as efficient in the eighth, then I would have been put in a different situation to call on to close that game 
out."  
 
Again, though, Jansen came through.  
 
It's going to be very interesting to see how Roberts sorts everything out for Game 7. He'll have Wood 
and Clayton Kershaw available behind starter Yu Darvish. Morrow and Maeda, not to mention Jansen, 
have to have close to nothing left in the tank. Of course, it is Game 7 of the World Series with an 
offseason immediately to follow. Empty everyone's tanks if need be.  
 
For now, Roberts has found redemption in sticking with his formula. What didn't work in Games 2 and 5 
came through in Game 6 and now the Dodgers are one win away from their first World Series title since 
1988. 
 
 

USA TODAY SPORTS 
 
Tommy Lasorda's message for Dave Roberts: 'Haven't won (expletive) unless you win tomorrow' 
 
By USA TODAY Sports 
 
Tommy Lasorda’s role with the Los Angeles Dodgers is largely ceremonial these days. Yet, even at 90 
years old, the Hall of Fame manager still does not want for spunk. 
 
Moments after the Dodgers forced a Game 7 of the World Series with a 3-1 victory over the Houston 
Astros, Lasorda had a message for Dave Roberts, the man who now occupies the manager’s office at 
Dodger Stadium. 
 



“You haven’t won (expletive) unless you win tomorrow,” Lasorda told Roberts, according to numerous 
accounts. 
 
Lasorda would know, it seems. He’s been on both sides of World Series outcomes, the devastation and 
the ecstasy. The Dodgers lost consecutive World Series to the New York Yankees in 1977 and 1978. They 
reversed the outcome in beating the Yankees in 1981, and then stunned the favored Oakland Athletics 
in 1988. 
 
Lasorda’s Dodgers won eight division titles in his 21 years as manager. Yet he never experienced what 
Roberts will Wednesday night: A World Series Game 7 at Dodger Stadium. 
 
Just win, Dave. 
 
 
Dodgers manager Dave Roberts masterful in Game 6 win vs. Astros 
 
By Jorge L. Ortiz 
 
LOS ANGELES – The situation felt so similar, Rich Hill couldn’t help but explode in anger when he 
reached the dugout. 
 
Except this time the move worked, so Hill might want to at least pick up some of those water cups he 
spilled all over the floor. 
 
Hill’s early removal from Game 2 had been one of the few questionable decisions Los Angeles Dodgers 
manager Dave Roberts had made this October in guiding the club to its first World Series since 1988. Hill 
had thrown only 60 pitches, struck out seven and left trailing 1-0. Roberts had to run through his bullpen 
in what wound up as a 7-6 victory for the Houston Astros in 11 innings. 
 
Considering the Dodgers’ worn-down relievers were battered around in Game 5, surely Roberts would 
give Hill more leeway in Tuesday’s Game 6. 
 
Actually, the lefty got to throw two fewer pitches, but that turned out to be just the right amount as Los 
Angeles came back to register a 3-1 victory that forced a Game 7. 
 
Not only did they live to play a winner-take-all game, but the Dodgers made Roberts look good after 
sticking with the strategy of not allowing the opponents to face Hill a third time through the lineup, then 
later relying on closer Kenley Jansen for another six-out save. 
 
L.A. was again down 1-0, this time in the fifth, when Hill recovered from giving up an inning-opening 
single followed by a double. He struck out the next two batters to come close to extricating himself out 
of trouble. Except he wasn’t given the chance. 
 
After George Springer went to first on an intentional walk, Roberts brought in Brandon Morrow, who 
induced a weak grounder from Alex Bregman to escape the bases-loaded jam. 
 



“I just felt that with Verlander on the mound that was going to be the game,’’ Roberts said. “So a guy 
that we've trusted all year long in that spot, I felt that you have to use that bullet in Brandon Morrow. … 
And he came through in the biggest spot of the season.’’ 
 
Sunday in Houston, Morrow was summoned for the third night in a row and fifth time in six games, and 
the Astros drilled him for four hits and four runs in a mere six pitches. The former starter clearly 
benefited from Monday’s day off, and maybe just as much from his manager’s faith. 
 
That faith only extends so far with Hill, a 12-game winner each of the last two seasons but also a 37-
year-old veteran with a history of injuries. If Roberts was willing to pull him out of a perfect-game bid 
after seven innings, as he did in the 2016 season, yanking Hill after 4 2/3 innings in an elimination game 
didn’t give him much pause. 
 
Hill didn’t much care for the decision and made the water cups pay, but denied afterward that such a 
quick hook impacts the way he pitches. 
 
“It doesn’t creep into my mind whatsoever,’’ Hill said. “It’s irrelevant in this situation. We have to win, 
we won, we’re moving on to Game 7.’’ 
 
That’s because the Dodgers got 4 1/3 scoreless innings out of their bullpen, which held down the fort 
until the offense rallied for two runs in the sixth off a tough Justin Verlander. Joc Pederson’s solo homer 
in the seventh increased the lead to 3-1, but Roberts still wouldn’t take any chances, going to Jansen in 
the eighth. 
 
Before the game, Roberts had said he’d likely use Jansen for only one inning, understandably so. The 
National League’s saves co-leader hasn’t been his usual unassailable self in the World Series, after 
logging a 0.00 ERA in eight innings during the first two rounds of the playoffs. 
 
Jansen closed out the Game 1 victory but yielded the tying run in a two-inning stint the next night, then 
finished Game 4 as well. Whether fatigue caught up to Jansen or the Astros started to get the measure 
of him, he was vulnerable again in Game 5, yielding the final run in Houston’s 13-12 walkoff win. In the 
Dodgers’ three World Series defeats, he was on record for a loss and a blown save. 
 
And yet, not long after Pederson had finished bouncing around the bases in celebration of his home run, 
the strains of “California Love’’ started coming through the loudspeakers as the bullpen doors opened 
and Jansen emerged in the eighth. 
 
“I’m not trying to be a hero or anything, but there’s no tomorrow,’’ Jansen said. “We have to go out 
there and fight. He (Roberts) asked me how I feel and I gave him my honest answer that I’m good to go. 
With the adrenaline and everything, I feel great. I didn’t feel tired at all out there.’’ 
 
He looked fresh as a daisy. Jansen mowed down the six Astros hitters he faced on a mere 19 pitches, 
making it likely he’ll be available for more than one inning again on Wednesday. Then again, the whole 
pitching staff figures to be on call, including ace left-hander Clayton Kershaw. 
 
That probably means scheduled starter Yu Darvish, who gave up six hits and four runs in 1 2/3 innings in 
a Game 3 loss, will be on an even shorter leash than Hill. 
 



Roberts said he makes those kinds of decisions partly based on numbers but also relying on his gut. 
Perhaps he should consult with Yasiel Puig as well, since the brash outfielder predicted after Game 5 
that the series would go the distance. 
 
On Tuesday, he came close to forecasting a Dodgers championship. 
 
“Come out here tomorrow. This is going to be incredible,’’ he said when asked for his message to the 
fans. “Soon we’re going to have a party. Tomorrow we’re going to run around the field after the victory, 
and we’re going to have a parade in Los Angeles and party big time.’’ 
 
 
Rich Hill admits he stepped off mound so Dodgers fans could boo Yuli Gurriel longer 
 
By A.J.Perez 
 
LOS ANGELES — It was no accident that Dodgers starter Rich Hill took his sweet time as Houston Astros 
slugger Yuli Gurriel came to the plate in the second inning Tuesday night in Game 6 of the World Series. 
 
Hill was only allowing boos from the Dodger Stadium crowd to linger a tad longer. 
 
Hill stepped off the rubber as Gurriel, who directed a racist gesture at Dodgers starter Yu Darvish during 
Game 3 in Houston, stepped into the box for his first at bat here since the incident. Hill then meandered 
around the mound before finally delivering his first pitch. 
 
“That’s a subject that’s disheartening and unfortunately, I don’t think the punishment really fits the 
action," Hill said after the Dodgers'  3-1 Game 6 victory. 
 
STORY FROM TRACTOR SUPPLY CO 
6 things all pet owners should know about their pet's food 
"And I think that, rightfully so, the fans spoke out and understood what was going on. So I gave them 
their time to voice their opinion.’’ 
 
Gurriel, who flew out in that at bat, went 1-for-4 in Game 6. His actions after hitting a Game 3 home run 
off Darvish, a native of Japan, sparked a subplot that has roiled this World Series. 
 
Gurriel was suspended without pay for five games by Major League Baseball, although the punishment 
was delayed until the start of the 2018 regular season, enabling him to play the remainder of this series. 
He hit a crucial home run two nights later in Game 5. 
 
Darvish, meanwhile, will see Gurriel again: He starts Game 7 on Wednesday night. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kenley Jansen comes roaring back to dominance with perfect outing in Game 6 
 
By Ted Berg 
 
LOS ANGELES — Kenley Jansen’s World Series struggles exist only in the context of his typical 
dominance. For most pitchers, there’d hardly be shame in allowing three earned runs across 5 2/3 
innings to the Astros, the club with the best lineup in baseball. But Jansen is just not most pitchers. 
 
Jansen allowed one earned run apiece in three consecutive outings in Games 2, 4 and 5 of the series, 
marking only the third time in his eight-year career he has faltered in three straight games. Until Game 
4, he hadn’t allowed runs in even two straight games since 2015. The three earned runs across 4 2/3 
innings on Jansen’s ledger in those games equalled the total he allowed in his prior 35 frames dating 
back to late July. 
 
Get it? Jansen’s just not a guy who lets up very many runs, ever, and certainly not in successive games. 
But the real, rightful, regular Jansen reappeared in the Dodgers’ 3-1 win in Game 6 on Tuesday, throwing 
only 19 pitches — 18 of them strikes — to work two perfect innings, bail out a bullpen still reeling from 
the wild Game 5 loss, and secure the victory. 
 
“It doesn’t matter how they scored runs on us — what happened, all that is in the past,” Jansen said 
after Tuesday’s effort. “This whole series, I was locked in — those guys, on some bad pitches, they kinda 
got me. But to me, to go out there and compete and try to get the last six outs to force a Game 7, that’s 
all it is about.” 
 
“Kenley’s been throwing the ball great,” said third baseman Justin Turner. “He got a couple bad breaks, 
but he’s our guy. He’s the guy we want to have the ball in the ninth inning, and he was outstanding 
(Tuesday).” 
 
Before the game, Dodgers manager Dave Roberts suggested he would limit Jansen to one inning of 
work, calling it “probably a three-out situation.” But when Jansen needed only seven pitches to get 
through Carlos Correa, Yuli Gurriel and Brian McCann in the top of the eighth, Roberts knew he had a 
second frame. 
 
“He put us in a position where you could entertain him going out there for the ninth,” Roberts said. 
“When I called on him in the eighth, I wasn’t certain. I just knew that part of the order — I just wanted 
him to attack those guys. And if he wasn’t as efficient in the eighth, then I would have been put in a 
different situation to close that game out.” 
 
“I’m not trying to be a hero or anything, but there’s no tomorrow,” Jansen said. “You’ve got to go out 
there and fight. He asked me how I feel. I gave him honesty: I’m good to go. With the adrenaline and 
everything, I feel great. I didn’t feel tired at all out there.” 
 
 
(Jayne Kamin-Oncea/USA TODAY Sports) 
 
Had Jansen labored in the eighth, Roberts might have had to turn to Clayton Kershaw, his Game 5 
starter, to close out the game. But avoiding Kershaw on Tuesday ensures the Dodgers will have the best 
pitcher in baseball on slightly longer rest if needed out of the bullpen on Wednesday. 



 
“I could give 27 innings,” Kershaw joked when asked about his availability for Wednesday. “Whatever 
they need. I’m ready to go.” 
 
Jansen, too, pledged to pitch as long as necessary in the elimination game Wednesday. 
 
“I feel great,” he said. “Whatever they want me to do. The excitement, the adrenaline, to be in front of 
our fans in our city, it’s awesome. Game 7 — these fans have been waiting for it.” 
 
The final game of the 2017 MLB season begins at 5:08 p.m. PT on Wednesday. 
 
 
Dodgers' Joc Pederson gets his money's worth with home run in Game 6 of World Series 

 
By A.J. Perez 
 
LOS ANGELES --- Joc Pederson basically claimed amnesia when asked about his seventh-inning home run 
celebration in the Los Angeles Dodgers’ 3-1 win over the Houston Astros in Game 6 of the World Series 
on Tuesday. 
 
“Yeah, emotions run high,” Pederson said. “You kind of black out in a situation like that. So I'm going to 
have to re-watch it to see what I did.” 
 
After touching third, Pederson shuffled sideways shuffle as he faced the Dodgers’ dugout, his hands 
doing something popularized by former Heisman Trophy winner Johnny Manziel: the money sign 
celebration as he rubbed his fingers together. He then yelled as he pointed to Justin Turner in his 
dugout. 

 
Not that one would need it with the Dodgers facing celebration, but Pederson didn’t shoot down talk 
that he may have won some money for his opposite field shot off Astros reliever Joe Musgrove that gave 
the Dodgers their final run of Game 6. 
 
Yeah, I think I've kind of been struggling all year (at) trying to use the whole field,” Pederson said. “So 
people are trying to get me encouraged to using the whole field. And I'm not very good at it. So it was 
relieving to, I guess, to hit the ball the other way.” 
 
Pederson, a lefty, hit 11 home runs in the regular season and has three this postseason, his first of the 
World Series coming on Tuesday. His homer in Game 6 was only the second he’s hit to the opposite 
field. 
 
“I didn't think I got it,” Pederson said. 
 
Some baseball fans, at least on social media, were critical of Pederson’s antic, although none of the 
Astros players interviewed by USA TODAY Sports had an issue with it.  
 
“He was happy he hit a homer,” Astros second baseman Jose Altuve said. “I’d do the same thing.” 
 
 



 
Yasiel Puig predicts Game 7 win for Dodgers: 'We’re going to have a party' 
 
By USA TODAY Sports 
 
Basking in his correct prediction that there would be a Game 7, Dodgers outfielder Yasiel Puig made 
some more bold proclamations after Los Angeles' Game 6 win on Tuesday night. 
 
“Come out here tomorrow. This is going to be incredible. Soon we’re going to have a party," Puig said. 
"Tomorrow we’re going to run around the field after the victory, and we’re going to have a parade in Los 
Angeles and party big time." 
 
Puig also had a message for the Dodger fans who have endured this roller-coaster of a World Series. 
 
“That 29-year wait is going to be history for all those people who have been here since 1988," Puig said. 
"Whoever didn’t die today will die tomorrow of a heart attack." 
 
 
Why the Dodgers will win Game 7 of the World Series 
 
By Steve Gardner 
 
The 113th World Series comes down to one final clash between the Los Angeles Dodgers and Houston 
Astros — a Game 7, winner-take-all affair. 
 
The game: 8:20 p.m. ET at Dodger Stadium. Series tied 3-3. 
 
The starters: The Astros’ Lance McCullers (1-0, 2.95 ERA in playoffs) vs. the Dodgers’ Yu Darvish (2-1, 
4.15 ERA), a rematch of Game 3. 
 
McCullers allowed three runs in 5 1/3 innings, but wasn’t overly dominant as he picked up the win in 
Houston. He allowed leadoff walks in both the second and sixth innings — and both of those runners 
came around to score. 
 
The Dodgers will try to be patient with McCullers, force him to throw his outstanding curve ball for 
strikes and look to put the ball in play. McCullers had just three strikeouts in the game, all by Cody 
Bellinger. 
 
Darvish is coming off the shortest start of his career after only getting five outs in Game 3. He couldn’t 
command his slider and allowed five consecutive batters to reach base to start the second inning. The 
first of those was a home run by Astros first baseman Yuli Gurriel, which led to the offensive gesture in 
the dugout that got Gurriel suspended for five games next season. 
 
Tips to becoming a successful freelancer 
Story From Moonlighting 
The fans at Dodger Stadium booed Gurriel loudly during every at-bat in Game 6. It should be even 
louder with Darvish on the mound. 
 



Game 6: Dodgers survive Astros, Verlander in 3-1 win 
 
Available arms: In a must-win situation Tuesday night, Dodgers manager Dave Roberts turned once 
again to his most trusted relievers. Unlike in Game 2, the strategy worked to perfection as Brandon 
Morrow, Kenta Maeda, Tony Watson and Kenley Jansen held the Astros scoreless for the final 4 1/3 
innings. 
 
Morrow has pitched in every game of the World Series, and after throwing 14 pitches in Game 6 should 
be available for a high-leverage inning. Jansen should as well. Despite going two innings to get the save, 
he threw only 19 pitches. 
 
The wild card in the Dodger bullpen is ace lefty Clayton Kershaw. He’s had two days of rest since starting 
Game 5 and with the World Series on the line, it’s hard not to see him making an appearance if the 
game is close. 
 
Astros manager A.J. Hinch seemed to concede the ninth inning of Game 6, bringing in little-used 
relievers Luke Gregerson and Francisco Liriano to get the final outs. That will give him an array of 
options in relief tonight, including Game 5 starter Dallas Keuchel, Game 4 starter Charlie Morton and 
former starter Brad Peacock, who pitched 3 2/3 hitless innings to save Game 3 for McCullers. 
 
Astros relievers have been shaky in the World Series (a combined 5.24 ERA) so it wouldn’t be a surprise 
for Hinch to turn to his starters first when it’s time for McCullers to come out. 
 
The lineups: Look for the Dodgers to start Joc Pederson in left field against the right-handed McCullers. 
After being left off the roster for the NLCS, Pederson has been the hitting star for Los Angeles in the 
World Series. He provided an important insurance run in Game 6 with a home run, his team-leading 
third of the series, and all five of his hits have gone for extra bases. 
 
The Astros will likely go with the same basic lineup they’ve had all series. The top of the order — George 
Springer, Alex Bregman, Jose Altuve and Carlos Correa — has done the most damage in the postseason. 
However, the bottom of the order did the damage to Darvish in Game 3. 
 
On the bench: Dodgers utilityman Kike Hernandez could be an important weapon for Roberts to deploy 
against a left-handed pitcher (Keuchel?) late in the game. He hit .270/.367/.579 against lefties during the 
regular season — and is 4-for-12 with two homers and a double vs. southpaws this postseason. 
 
With outfielder Andre Ethier, infielders Chase Utley and Charlie Culberson, and catcher Yasmani 
Grandal, L.A. also has the ability to double-switch more easily than Houston does. 
 
The Astros are carrying three catchers, so Hinch has the flexibility to use speedster Derek Fisher as a 
pinch-runner for Brian McCann late in the game, the way he did in Game 5 when Fisher scored the 
winning run. Otherwise, the Astros will stick with their starters for the entire game if at all possible. 
 
The intangibles: The Dodgers won 104 games during the regular season just so they could play this game 
at home. The largest stadium in the major leagues will be filled to capacity for a World Series Game 7 for 
the first time in its history. 
 



If history is any indication, teams who’ve come home trailing in a best-of-seven series and have forced a 
Game 7 are 14-2 since 1985. 
 
The result: With nearly every member of their respective pitching staffs available, both managers will be 
ready to pull their starters at the first sign of trouble. 
 
Darvish is a fly-ball pitcher who allowed 1.3 home runs per nine innings in the regular season. 
Meanwhile, McCullers was adept at preventing homers — giving up an average of just 0.6 per nine.  
 
The Astros will need to score quickly against Darvish to silence the crowd, and their top-ranked offense 
should find a way to break through in the first four innings. The Dodgers will try to make McCullers work 
hard by being extremely selective at the plate. 
 
The battle of bullpens could begin as early as the fifth, with Brandon Morrow appearing for a seventh 
time in the series. Kershaw’s ability to silence the Astros offense for a couple innings will be key. 
 
The Dodgers’ ability to scratch out a couple late runs against the Astros bullpen could be the difference. 
And L.A. will have Jansen ready to close out one of the best World Series of all time. 
 
Prediction: Dodgers 6, Astros 5. 
 

NBC LA 
 
 

Darvish, McCullers to Duel in Historic Game 7 at Dodger Stadium 
 
By Wire Services and Jonathan Lloyd 
 
 
The Los Angeles Dodgers will face the Houston Astros at Dodger Stadium Wednesday night in a Game 7 
that will decide what has been a thrilling World Series that provided home runs, close games and 
comebacks. 
 
The Dodgers are seeking their first World Series win since 1988 -- which was also the team's last World 
Series appearance. The game marks a significant moment in Dodgers history as the only Game 7 ever 
played at Dodger Stadium. The Dodgers defeated the Minnesota Twins in seven games in the 1965 
Series, but that deciding game was played at Metropolitan Stadium south of the Twin Cities.  
 
Sandy Koufax pitched a three-hitter in that game, striking out 10, in a 2-0 victory over the hosts.  
 
In a fashion typical of this year's series, the Dodgers tied the best-of-seven series at three games a piece 
Tuesday with a 3-1 victory as four relievers shut out the Astros over the final 4 1/3 innings, limiting them 
to two hits, and Joc Pederson hit a solo homer in the seventh inning for an insurance run. 
 
Yu Darvish will pitch for the Dodgers Wednesday against fellow right-hander Lance McCullers Jr. 
 
McCullers was the winning pitcher and Darvish the loser in Houston's 5-3 victory in Game 3 Friday at 
Houston. McCullers allowed three runs and four hits in 5 1/3 innings, striking out three and walking four, 



before being relieved by right-hander Brad Peacock, who held the Dodgers hitless over the final 3 2/3 
innings. 
 
The 24-year-old McCullers, seen throwing in the Dodger Stadium outfield after Tuesday night's game, 
said he "wasn't very sharp" Friday. 
 
"I knew that early, though, so I knew it was going to be a grind for me pretty much the whole outing, 
which it was," McCullers said. "This is a very good-hitting team. They're patient but yet they'll make you 
pay for mistakes. So I have to go out there and ... just execute my game plan and I need to execute a 
little better in certain spots." 
 
McCullers spent the 2014 season, his third as a professional, with the Lancaster JetHawks of the 
California League, then an Astros Class-A affiliate. McCullers was 3-6 with a 5.47 ERA for Lancaster. He 
made his major league debut the following season, going 6-7 with a 3.22 ERA for Houston. 
McCullers' father, Lance Sr., pitched for four teams in the majors from 1985-92. 
 
Darvish allowed four runs and six hits in 1 2/3 innings, the shortest outing in his major league career, 
which began in 2012. 
 
If it was the regular season, I probably would've (kept) going," Darvish said through a translator. "I 
wouldn't say it was the worst outing I ever had." 
 
The Dodgers lost three Game 7s in best-of-seven series when they were based in Brooklyn, all to the 
New York Yankees. The Dodgers defeated the Yankees, 2-0, in Game 7 of the 1955 Series on Johnny 
Podres' eight-hitter to win their only World Series championship when they were in Brooklyn. 
 
This will be the 39th time a best-of-seven World Series has been extended to a final game, including 
1912, when eight games were played because of a Game 2 tie. The home team has an 18-20 record in 
Game 7, but has won nine of the past 11, beginning with the St. Louis Cardinals 6-3 victory over the 
Milwaukee Brewers in 1982. 
 
This will be the third time a World Series will conclude at Dodger Stadium. It happened previously in 
1963, when the Dodgers swept the Yankees, and in 1978, when the Dodgers lost to the Yankees in six 
games. This will be the first time either team has played in November. This is the sixth Series to extend 
into November, including each of the last two. 
 
Tuesday marked the second Game 6 to be played at Dodger Stadium. The other was in 1978 when the 
Yankees defeated the Dodgers 7-2 to win their second consecutive World Series title. The Dodgers 
swept the 1963 Series from the Yankees, their only World Series sweep. 
 
It was the first time the Dodgers have played a World Series game on Halloween and the fifth all-time. 
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A Dodger Steps Back as Fans Deliver Their Own World Series Justice 
 
By James Wagner 
 
LOS ANGELES — As the boos rained down on Yuli Gurriel in Game 6 of the World Series on Tuesday 
night, Rich Hill walked slowly around the mound at Dodger Stadium. He fidgeted, he stretched, he went 
up the mound and back down again. Even for a pitcher who deliberately alters his pace to mess with the 
timing of opposing hitters, this was obviously different. 
 
“I just wanted to let the crowd speak for itself, and I don’t think anything else could have been as loud as 
that,” Hill said afterward. 
 
In all, it took Hill over 30 seconds to fire his first pitch to Gurriel, who is the Houston Astros’ first 
baseman and was leading off in the top of the second inning. It was Gurriel’s first at-bat in Los Angeles 
since his racist gesture toward Dodgers starter Yu Darvish in Game 3 of the Series, in Houston, and Hill, 
who told reporters afterward that he was “extremely frustrated and upset” by what Gurriel had done, 
had come up with a way to retaliate: just stall. 
 
“That was the way to go about it, not hit him or anything like that,” Hill said. 
 
“Just making sure that things like this shouldn’t happen,” he added. “I think especially in sports, where 
you are in such a melting pot in the clubhouse and you have so many different guys from all over the 
world.” 
 
After hitting a home run off Darvish in Game 3 last Friday night, Gurriel, who defected from Cuba last 
year, sat down in the Astros’ dugout and pulled the edges of his eyes to seemingly mock the appearance 
of Darvish, who is from Japan. He also used an insensitive term in reference to Darvish’s heritage. 
Television cameras caught Gurriel doing all of this, and an uproar ensued. 
 
Continue reading the main story 
RELATED COVERAGE 
 
 
Astros’ Yuli Gurriel Escapes World Series Ban, but Will Miss 5 Games in 2018 OCT. 28, 2017 
 
ON BASEBALL 
 
Manfred Makes His Choice: Punish Gurriel, but Leave the World Series Alone OCT. 28, 2017 
 
DODGERS 3, ASTROS 1 | SERIES TIED, 3-3 
With a Rally and a Romp, Dodgers Top Astros and Force Game 7 NOV. 1, 2017 
Advertisement 
 
Continue reading the main story 
 



Gurriel, 33, apologized for his actions, and Darvish quickly forgave him. But Gurriel was hit with a five-
game suspension by Commissioner Rob Manfred the next day. It will be served at the start of the 2018 
season. 
 
In a World Series filled with drama and headed to a Game 7 on Wednesday night, it seems almost 
preordained that the Dodgers will now send Darvish to the mound to start the game, which means he 
will be pitching again to Gurriel, with everything on the line. 
 
Before Tuesday’s game, Darvish spoke to reporters about Gurriel and said he had sent a message to him 
stating that a face-to-face apology for what he had done was not necessary, although Gurriel had 
expressed a desire to make one. 
 
“I told him, ‘Hey, you don’t have to do that because you made a comment, and I’m not that mad,’ ” 
Darvish said through an interpreter. “So like I really didn’t care much about that.” 
 
Gurriel’s gesture in Game 3 overshadowed a jagged outing by Darvish that night. After allowing only one 
run in each of his previous two starts in the postseason, Darvish coughed up four runs on six hits in just 
one and two-third innings. It was the shortest outing of what has been a standout major league career. 
But after a rough 24 hours for Darvish, his teammates huddled around him in the dugout before Game 4 
of the Series and told him, “We’re going to win this game for you.” 
 
The Dodgers kept their word in a 6-2 victory. And despite dropping Game 5 — the epic 13-12 slugfest — 
they beat Justin Verlander in Game 6. So now it’s Darvish on the mound for the Dodgers in Game 7 with 
Gurriel batting fifth for the Astros. 
 
On Tuesday, the loud boos for Gurriel meant he had replaced Astros right fielder Josh Reddick as the 
villain for Dodgers fans. Reddick had heard catcalls earlier in the Series for his comments about fans in 
Los Angeles not supporting him after his trade to the Dodgers midway through last season. But Gurriel’s 
actions in Game 3 turned Reddick into a footnote. 
 
Instead, the fans booed Gurriel loudly before Hill’s first pitch to him and between each pitch. And when 
Gurriel popped out, the boos were loud all over again. So it went for Gurriel in every one of his at-bats, 
including his single in the sixth inning. If the forceful reaction from fans bothered Gurriel, he did not 
seem to show it. But after the game, he left the clubhouse without speaking to reporters. 
 
The Astros’ designated hitter, Carlos Beltran, had counseled Gurriel after the incident but said he did not 
feel the need to say anything to him after Game 6. 
 
“He asked for forgiveness and there’s not much left to talk about,” Beltran said. Asked about the booing, 
Beltran said, “Baseball is like that.” And it is likely to be like that again in Game 7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



With a Rally and a Romp, Dodgers Top Astros and Force Game 7 
 
By Billy Witz 
 
LOS ANGELES — The home run was quintessential Joc Pederson — a high-arcing parabola that drifted 
and drifted, carrying into the first row of the left-field pavilion at Dodger Stadium. As home runs go, it 
was pedestrian. 
 
What followed was anything but — an outlandish, marauding, arm-waving, chest-beating, show-me-the-
money romp around the bases. 
 
Pederson’s seventh-inning solo home run only cemented the Dodgers’ 3-1 victory over the Houston 
Astros on Tuesday night, but it stood as a picture-perfect proxy for the exhilaration that coursed through 
the stadium — and the Los Angeles dugout — as the Dodgers ensured that an enthralling World Series 
would reach its seven-game limit. 
 
The victory happened only after the Dodgers fought off the devastation of Sunday night’s thrilling 13-12 
loss in Game 5, survived a command performance from the Astros’ Justin Verlander for much of Tuesday 
night, and got a return to form from their frazzled bullpen, which shut out the Astros over the final four 
and one-third innings. 
 
Kenley Jansen, the previously impervious closer whom the Astros had rallied against to win twice in this 
series, pitched the final two innings to nail down the victory. 
 
Now, a World Series that seemingly has had everything — scintillating comebacks, mind-numbing heat, 
an offensive gesture and a record number of home runs — will have a seventh game. The Dodgers will 
pitch Yu Darvish, and the Astros will go with Lance McCullers Jr. on the mound. 
 
“Knowing it’s going to seven games is appropriate,” said Justin Turner, the Dodgers third baseman with 
a red gorse bush of a beard. 
 
If the Astros are away from the comforts of home for the decisive game, they can at least draw 
confidence from their postseason experience: They clinched the division series at Fenway Park in Boston 
and defeated the Yankees in Game 7 of the American League Championship Series. 
 
“You dream about these moments as a kid,” Astros third baseman Alex Bregman said. “I know everyone 
in here is super excited to be part of it. We’re going to go out there and empty the tank.” 
 
For a good portion of Tuesday night, it didn’t seem like such high drama would be required. 
 
George Springer quieted the crowd with a solo homer to right field with two out in the third inning, 
which seemed as if it might be enough for Verlander, who was at his big-game best, keeping the 
Dodgers scoreless for five innings. 
 
It was the type of performance the Astros had in mind when they acquired him from the Detroit Tigers 
just before midnight on Aug. 31 — the deadline for playoff eligibility. 
 



Verlander had twice pitched a shutout in a decisive Game 5 in a division series (both times against the 
Oakland Athletics), and he kept the Astros alive in the A.L.C.S. last month with a dominant performance 
against the Yankees in Game 6. He was 9-0 in an Astros uniform entering Tuesday, and the team had 
won all 10 games in which he had pitched. 
 
“There’s something different when you put a major piece like that in your clubhouse,” Astros Manager 
A. J. Hinch said before the game. “And I think his presence alone gave guys hope and belief that things 
were going to be good for us.” 
 
By the time the Dodgers came to bat in the bottom of the sixth, still trailing by 1-0, they had struck out 
eight times, often overmatched by upper-90s fastballs at the top of the strike zone. But Austin Barnes 
led off with a single and Chase Utley — who was 0 for 14 in the postseason entering Tuesday — was hit 
on the foot by a slider that bounced. 
 
fter the game, Verlander reiterated comments that have been made by several pitchers in this series, 
saying that the baseballs were particularly slick. 
 
“That was in the back of my mind — I’m not gonna lie,” said Verlander, who added that when he picked 
up a ball he felt like he was going to throw it to the backstop. “I’m not going to throw a slider that’s just 
kind of spinning in the middle of the plate for him to hit a double on. I just kind of yanked it in.” 
 
With two runners on, Chris Taylor then fought off a 1-2 fastball that was in on his hands and swatted the 
97 miles-per-hour pitch over the head of Houston first baseman Yuli Gurriel, who was booed lustily 
every time he came to the plate over his racist gesture in Game 3. 
 
The flare double tied the score at 1-1 and sent Utley to third. And there was still no one out. Corey 
Seager followed with a deep drive to right field that brought the crowd to its feet, but the cool air — the 
first-pitch temperature was 36 degrees colder than it was in Game 1 — held the ball up enough for Josh 
Reddick to catch it near the wall. 
 
Still, it was a sacrifice fly that gave the Dodgers a 2-1 lead and moved Taylor to third. 
 
Verlander gathered himself and retired Turner on a pop-up, then struck out Cody Bellinger to keep the 
Astros within a run. 
 
The Astros, who squandered good chances in the fifth and sixth — Brandon Morrow retired Bregman on 
a grounder with the bases loaded in the fifth and Utley leapt near second base to snag Marwin 
Gonzalez’s liner with two on to end the sixth — could not deliver in the seventh either. 
 
With Kenta Maeda facing Jose Altuve — who had greeted him with a three-run home run in Game 5 — 
with runners at first and third, Altuve grounded to Turner, who rushed his throw as the speedy Altuve 
tore down the line. But Bellinger stretched and dug out the throw on one hop an instant before Altuve 
reached the bag. 
 
“In my mind, I think every ball is going to go in the dirt until it’s not,” Bellinger said. “So when the ball is 
in the dirt, it doesn’t catch me by surprise and I’m ready for it.” 
 



The Dodgers could breathe a sigh of relief, and an inning later they could exhale — and laugh — as 
Pederson gave them a 3-1 lead and embarked on his giddy romp around the bases. 
 
“That’s just Joc,” Bellinger said. “He does the craziest stuff on his home runs and that was a huge one. If 
he hits big home runs like that, he can do whatever he wants.” 
 
Pederson waved his arms to the right-field pavilion as he reached second, pounded his chest as he 
approached third, jumped and tried to high five the third-base coach Chris Woodward and then turned 
toward the third-base dugout and rubbed his fingers together in a “money” gesture. 
 
It seemed Pederson had remembered a bet with someone in the dugout before he went up to hit. 
 
“I was curious who it was,” Seager said. 
 
Was it Turner? 
 
“Maybe,” Turner said with a smile. 
 
For Pederson, there was something more to his trot than a cash reward. Demoted to the minor leagues 
in August and left off the division series playoff roster, Pederson has made the most of his opportunity. 
It was his third home run in the World Series. 
 
“Emotions run high,” Pederson said in the interview room alongside his older brother Champ, who has 
Down syndrome. “You kind of black out in a situation like that, so I’m going to have to rewatch it to see 
what I did.” 
 
What he did was leave another indelible moment on a series that will have to make room for at least 
one more on Wednesday night. 
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Dodgers Dugout: It's Game 7. What else is there to say? 
 
By Houston Mitchell 
 
Hi, and welcome to another edition of Dodgers Dugout. My name is Los Angeles Mitchell. I sold my 
house and car, turned in all the recycling material I had, sold all my blood, mowed every lawn in the 
neighborhood, robbed a bank, raised a ton of money on gofundme.com and won the lottery and still 
can’t afford World Series tickets. 
 
Game 6 
 
Great moments are born from great opportunity. And that's what you have here tonight, folks. That's 
what you've earned here tonight. 
 
--It seems only fitting that this World Series, one of the greatest ever, goes to a Game 7. 



 
--The day off seemed to do wonders for the Dodgers’ bullpen. 
 
One game. If we played 'em 10 times, they might win nine. But not this game. Not tonight. 
 
--You can’t say enough about what a great job Brandon Morrow has done all season. It was good to see 
him erase the Game 5 memory by escaping a bases-loaded jam in Game 6. 
 
--I was very afraid when Justin Verlander cruised through five innings. I have to admit that the defeatist 
side of me grew stronger. 
 
Tonight, we play with them. Tonight, we hit with them. And we shut them down because we can! 
 
--You can’t say enough about what kind of job Kenta Maeda has done in the bullpen. 
 
--Everyone will be available tonight. Yu Darvish will start, backed by Alex Wood, Clayton Kershaw, Kenley 
Jansen and everybody else. 
 
--Funny how there is no talk about slicked baseball after a 3-1 game. 
 
Tonight, WE are the greatest baseball team in the world. 
 
--It’s only fitting that Chris Taylor, the unsung hero of the season, got the tying hit. And that Joc 
Pederson got the insurance home run. 
 
--I’m not saying anything negative about anyone in this newsletter. These are the two best teams in 
baseball going at it. 
 
You were born to be baseball players. Every one of you. And you were meant to be here tonight. 
 
--So no more analyzing, sarcasm or anything else. Here’s to a great Game 7, with a delirious Dodger 
Stadium crowd watching the World Series title come back where it belongs. 
 
This is your time. Their time is done. It's over. I'm sick and tired of hearing about how we haven’t won a 
World Series in 29 years. This is your time. Now go out there and take it. 
 
And finally 
 
Here’s the inspiration for the italicized words. Just watch. And here’s a pretty good previous Game 7. 
Watch it here. 
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