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                 FROM THE OC REGISTER      

Kaleb Cowart’s grand slam leads Angels to comeback victory over A’s 

By Jeff Fletcher 

OAKLAND — Kaleb Cowart has two weeks to try to end a disappointing season on a high note. He got off 
to a good start on Tuesday night. 

Cowart hit his first career grand slam and an RBI triple, leading the Angels to a 9-7 come-from-behind 
victory over the Oakland A’s. 

Tyler Skaggs returned to the mound after missing five weeks with a groin injury, and he pitched three 
hitless innings. Skaggs was having the best season of his career before injuries derailed him in the 
second half, and now he’s trying to finish strong. 

“I felt pretty strong today,” Skaggs said. “Mechanics felt great. Fastball command was really good. 
Changeup not so much. But I felt pretty strong out there.” 

Cowart has not had much go his way in the big leagues over the past year. 

After getting about a month-long audition as the everyday second baseman last August, Cowart was 
moved back to the bench when the Angels traded for Brandon Phillips. In the winter they traded for Ian 
Kinsler, and after they traded Kinsler in July, David Fletcher became the everyday second baseman. 

With someone always in front of him on the depth chart, Cowart got sporadic playing time and he was 
hitting .123 coming into Tuesday’s game. 

However, Fletcher is likely out for the remaining two weeks with a strained hamstring, which gives 
Cowart a brief opportunity to try to change the narrative of his season. 

“Hopefully I’ll get into a rhythm here with some playing time,” Cowart said. “I felt good tonight. … It’s 
unfortunate what happened to Fletcher, but I’m going to embrace the opportunity and go from there.” 

After his average dropped to .120 with outs in his first two trips, he came to the plate in the sixth inning 
with the bases loaded and the Angels trailing 4-3. 

He lofted a ball just over the fence in right field for the Angels first grand slam of the season. It was the 
first grand slam by an Angels second baseman since Maicer Izturis in 2007. 

Cowart added an RBI triple to pad the lead in the eighth. 

“This guy works as hard as anybody in this game,” Manager Mike Scioscia said. “It’s good to see him get 
rewarded tonight with two huge hits for us.” 

Cowart took Cam Bedrosian off the hook after he had allowed four runs in the fourth inning in relief of 
Skaggs. 

https://www.ocregister.com/2018/09/15/tyler-skaggs-set-to-return-to-angels-trying-to-finish-on-a-good-note-after-a-frustrating-second-half/
https://www.ocregister.com/2018/09/15/tyler-skaggs-set-to-return-to-angels-trying-to-finish-on-a-good-note-after-a-frustrating-second-half/
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Bedrosian immediately loaded the bases with no outs, on a hit and two walks. After striking out and 
getting ahead of Mark Canha, 0-and-2, he was nearly out of the jam. Canha hit an inside fastball off the 
left-field fence for a three-run double. 

The Angels pushed the lead to 9-4 after Cowart’s triple in the eighth, but they had to hold off a late rally. 
Ty Buttrey recorded the last five outs, entering with the bases-loaded in the eighth, to pick up the save. 
He is perfect in his first four big-league save attempts. 

 

A’s have done what Angels have not: overcome a rotation ravaged by injuries 

By Jeff Fletcher 

ANAHEIM — The injuries to the Angels’ starting rotation have been well-chronicled, and a major reason 
why the team has failed to live up to expectations. 

Then, there are the Oakland A’s. 

As the Angels opened a three-game series against the A’s on Tuesday night, the Angels were looking 
ahead to 2019 and the A’s are counting the days until they can clinch a wild-card berth. 

At 90-60 heading into Tuesday’s game, the A’s have demonstrated that overcoming injuries to the 
rotation is simple: have a great bullpen and a deep lineup. 

“There’s a next-man-up mentality,” A’s outfielder Stephen Piscotty said. “Everyone knows there’s 
something special going on, and wants to be a part of it. If someone is called up, there is extra 
motivation to do well, not only for themselves but for the team.” 

The results have surprised even those within the organization. 

“There have been individual games where it didn’t look like we had great matchups,” General Manager 
David Forst said, “and the guys pitched great. The consistency has been there.” 

Consistency of performance, but not names. 

A rundown of what’s happened to the A’s starting rotation will sound familiar to Angels fans. 

The A’s began spring training hoping to have a rotation of Sean Manaea, Jharel Cotton, Kendall 
Graveman, Daniel Gossett and Paul Blackburn. 

All are gone now. 

Manaea made it through most of the season before suffering a shoulder injury that will knock him out 
until 2020. Cotton and Blackburn didn’t even make it out of spring training before getting hurt, including 
Tommy John surgery for Cotton. A.J. Puk, the A’s top pitching prospect, also succumbed to Tommy John 
surgery in the spring. 
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The A’s have covered for all of that by recycling pitchers from the past. Trevor Cahill (3.77 ERA, 19 starts) 
and Brett Anderson (4.35, 14 starts) returned to their original team in spring training. Journeyman Edwin 
Jackson (3.17, 17 starts) is on his 13th team. Mike Fiers (3.09, eight starts) slipped through waivers to 
the A’s in August. 

Overall, though, the Angels’ starters have not been far behind the A’s. Thanks to strong performances by 
guys such as Jaime Barría and Felix Peña, neither of whom projected to be in the rotation, and the work 
they did get from Tyler Skaggs and Shohei Ohtani around their injuries, the Angels’ rotation has 
performed about as well as the A’s. 

Coming into Tuesday’s game, the Angels had a 4.23 rotation ERA, and the A’s had a 4.17 mark. 

In the bullpen, though, the A’s have a 3.25 ERA and a WHIP of 1.191, compared with 3.63 and 1.308 for 
the Angels. The A’s are 65-0 when leading after seven innings, the only team in baseball not to have a 
loss in that situation. The Angels are 65-10. 

A’s closer Blake Treinen (0.85 ERA, 37 saves) was an All-Star. Lou Trivino (2.14) came from anonymity in 
the A’s farm system. They also added two closers, Jeurys Familia (3.58) and Fernando Rodney (3.31), in 
trades in July. 

The bullpen has also been supported by a lineup that includes five players who have hit more than 20 
homers, led by Khris Davis (43 homers, 115 RBIs) and MVP candidate Matt Chapman (23 homers, .885 
OPS), both Cal State Fullerton products. 

The A’s have averaged 4.84 runs per game, which is fifth in the league. The Angels are seventh, at 4.48. 
The A’s, however, lead the league in OPS after the seventh inning, which is why so many close games 
have gone their way at the end, 

“There is no point in the lineup the pitcher can really take a breath,” second baseman Jed Lowrie said. 
“One through nine can hurt you, even guys coming off the bench. We have guys who have a lot of ability 
and a lot of talent and those guys grind out at-bats and make it hard on pitchers and force a lot of 
mistakes.” 

The result is a team that has been able to overcome what the Angels have not. 

“From the outside looking in, their bullpen is about as lock-down as you want a bullpen to be,” Angels 
manager Mike Scioscia said. “They are doing a great job, and it’s had a major impact. On the offensive 
side, all the guys are having good years, and they’ve been able to overcome some things that have 
derailed some teams.” 
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David Fletcher’s injury clears the way for Sherman Johnson to finally reach 
majors with Angels 

By Jeff Fletcher 

OAKLAND — Sherman Johnson was relaxing at home in Tampa, playing video games late at night and 
not even thinking about the baseball season that, for him, ended two weeks earlier. 

Then he got the phone call he’d spent years waiting for. 

When Angels assistant general manager Jonathan Strangio told Johnson that he was headed to the big 
leagues, “I kind of didn’t believe him at first,” Johnson said. 

Johnson had a cross-country flight for it to sink in, and on Tuesday afternoon he was sitting in the 
Angels’ clubhouse, with a uniform bearing the No. 18 and his name hanging behind him. 

“It’s awesome,” Johnson said. “It’s still kind of surreal.” 

It’s been a familiar scene for the Angels, who this season have brought 16 players to the majors for the 
first time. The previous franchise record was 12. 

Johnson, 28, had spent parts of the past three seasons at Triple-A. He had never even been added to the 
40-man roster, so it would have been natural for him to be disappointed at another season passing 
without a big league call. 

“You try not to let the frustration get to you,” Johnson said. “You keep playing, keep going, keep getting 
better every day. That’s all you can really focus on. It’s definitely a good feeling to be able to reflect.” 

Johnson, a utilityman who can play all four infield spots and the outfield, got the call because David 
Fletcher strained his left hamstring on Sunday. With only two weeks left in the season, Fletcher’s rookie 
year is likely over. He did not make the trip to Oakland. 

Johnson split this season between Triple-A and Double-A, hitting .251 with a .755 OPS. 

The Angels also could have called up Luis Rengifo, a 21-year-old who had a breakthrough season in 
which he’d climbed through three levels and hit a combined .299 with an .851 OPS. They preferred to 
give him the time off after his heaviest workload in any pro season. 

Fletcher’s rookie season will likely end with him hitting .275 with a .678 OPS in 80 games. Because of his 
strong defense, he still posted a WAR of 1.9, according to Baseball-Reference. That is strong production 
for half a season’s worth of playing time. 

“He showed us he’s not overwhelmed with anything that happens on a baseball field in the major 
leagues,” Manager Mike Scioscia said. “He’s prepared. His skill set is better than a lot of folks give him 
credit for. I think he’s shown that he can help you win games. That’s the type of player you want out 
there.” 

https://www.ocregister.com/2018/09/16/with-first-base-a-question-mark-for-2019-angels-giving-jose-fernandez-a-long-look/
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UP NEXT 

Angels (RHP Felix Peña, 3-4, 3-75) at A’s (LHP Brett Anderson, 3-5, 4.35), Wednesday, 7 p.m., Fox Sports 
West, KLAA (830 AM) 

 

                 FROM ANGELS.COM       

Cowart's slam, Trout's 35th HR power win vs. A's 

By Maria Guardado 

OAKLAND -- The Angels' first grand slam of the season came from an unlikely source. 

Kaleb Cowart, who entered Tuesday batting .123 in 73 at-bats this year, crushed his first career grand 
slam off Lou Trivino to cap a six-run sixth inning that helped propel the Angels to a 9-7 series-opening 
win over the A's at the Coliseum. 

"It was good to have a good night like this, for sure," Cowart said. 

The A's, whose magic number remained at seven, took a 4-1 lead into the sixth. But the Angels came 
back to load the bases with one out after Jose Fernandez walked and Justin Upton and Shohei 
Ohtani singled. Oakland manager Bob Melvin brought in Trivino to face Andrelton Simmons, who lifted 
a first-pitch fastball out toward right field that sliced into foul territory. 

The A's challenged the call after a spectator reached for the ball from the stands, potentially obstructing 
right fielder Stephen Piscotty from making the catch, but a replay review determined that no fan 
interference had occurred. Three pitches later, Simmons lined a two-run single to center field to cut the 
deficit to one run. 

Piscotty said that he felt he could have made the catch, had the fan not disrupted his route to the ball. 

"It's a tough play going into the wall, but I felt like I was there with enough time," Piscotty said. "It 
definitely changes how that inning goes, but nothing you can do about it now." 

Trivino hit Taylor Ward with a pitch to load the bases for Cowart, who launched a 1-0 fastball to right 
field for his first home run of the season, giving the Angels a 7-4 lead. Cowart drove in another run with 
an eighth-inning triple to finish 2-for-4 with five RBIs. 

"This guy works as hard as anybody in this game," Angels manager Mike Scioscia said. "It's good to see 
him get rewarded tonight with two huge hits for us." 

With David Fletcher sidelined by a left hamstring strain, Cowart will likely get the majority of starts at 
second base over the final two weeks of the season, giving him more opportunities to finish a frustrating 
year on a high note. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/592230/kaleb-cowart
http://m.mlb.com/player/642152/lou-trivino
http://m.mlb.com/player/628336/jose-fernandez
http://m.mlb.com/player/457708/justin-upton
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/660271/shohei-ohtani
http://m.mlb.com/player/592743/andrelton-simmons
http://m.mlb.com/player/572039/stephen-piscotty
http://m.mlb.com/player/621493/taylor-ward
http://m.mlb.com/player/664058/david-fletcher
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"It's unfortunate what happened to Fletcher, but I'm going to embrace the opportunity that's in front of 
me and just go from there," Cowart said. 

Mike Trout also homered for the Angels, while Simmons went 3-for-4 with two RBIs and two runs 
scored. 

Left-hander Tyler Skaggs pitched three hitless innings in his first start for the Angels since Aug. 11. 
Skaggs, who missed 32 games with a left adductor strain, issued only a pair of walks and struck out three 
before departing after throwing 51 pitches. 

"I felt pretty strong today," said Skaggs, who lowered his ERA to 3.69. "My mechanics felt great. Fastball 
command was really good. Changeup, not so much. But I felt pretty strong out there." 

MOMENT THAT MATTERED 
Buttrey halts A's rally: The Angels padded their lead by scoring a pair of runs in the eighth on a throwing 
error by Oakland third baseman Matt Chapman and Cowart's RBI triple, and those insurance runs 
proved key after the A's scored three runs to cut their deficit to 9-7 in the bottom of the inning. 

Lowrie ignited the rally by drawing his third walk of the night, and Piscotty and Matt Olson followed 
with consecutive singles off Justin Anderson to make it 9-5. After walking Marcus Semien to load the 
bases, Anderson was replaced by Ty Buttrey, who yielded a two-out, two-run single to pinch-
hitter Dustin Fowler before coaxing a groundout from Ramon Laureano to end the threat. 

Buttrey returned to the mound in the ninth and pitched a perfect inning to convert a five-out save. The 
25-year-old rookie has a 0.59 ERA over 15 1/3 innings this season. 

"Every time Ty is challenged, he responds very well," Scioscia said. "He came in there, bases loaded, and 
kept the lead for us, which was big. And then finished off the ninth. He's starting to get comfortable and, 
obviously, we're taking notice of him. It's another great outing for him." 

SOUND SMART 
After Cowart's blast, the Giants are the only team in the Majors without a grand slam this season. 

UP NEXT 
Angels right-hander Felix Pena (3-4, 3.75 ERA) will oppose A's left-hander Brett Anderson (3-5, 4.35) on 
Wednesday as the three-game series continues at 7:05 p.m. PT at the Coliseum. Pena has a 2.76 ERA 
over his last eight outings. He gave up three runs over 5 2/3 innings in his last start against the A's on 
Aug. 10. 

 

Johnson receives first big league callup at 28 

Angels add to middle-infield depth; Fletcher may not return this season 

By Maria Guardado 

http://m.mlb.com/player/545361/mike-trout
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
http://m.mlb.com/player/656305/matt-chapman
http://m.mlb.com/player/621566/matt-olson
http://m.mlb.com/player/605121/justin-anderson
http://m.mlb.com/player/543760/marcus-semien
http://m.mlb.com/player/621142/ty-buttrey
http://m.mlb.com/player/641583/dustin-fowler
http://m.mlb.com/player/657656/ramon-laureano
http://m.mlb.com/player/570240/felix-pena
http://m.mlb.com/player/474463/brett-anderson
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OAKLAND -- After playing his last game of the season with Triple-A Salt Lake on Sept. 3, Sherman 
Johnson switched out of baseball mode. He went back home to Tampa, Fla., to begin his offseason, 
putting the Majors far from his mind. 

Johnson was playing video games earlier this week when he received a call from the Angels' front office 
that caught him completely off guard. After seven seasons in the Minors, the 28-year-old infielder was 
receiving his first big league callup with the Halos. 

"I kind of didn't believe it at first," Johnson said before Tuesday's series opener against the A's. "That 
was the last thing that I thought would happen, in my head." 

With rookie second baseman David Fletcher out with a left hamstring strain, the Angels decided to 
bolster their middle-infield depth by calling up Johnson. To clear a spot for Johnson on the 40-man 
roster, the Angels transferred right-hander Nick Tropeano (shoulder inflammation) to the 60-day 
disabled list. 

A 14th-round Draft pick by the Angels in 2012, the left-handed-hitting Johnson batted .251 with a .755 
OPS, four home runs and 20 RBIs in 66 games between Triple-A Salt Lake and Double-A Mobile this 
season. 

Johnson said he appreciated the chance to look back on his long road to the Majors during his cross-
country flight from Florida to California. 

"You try not to let the frustration get to you," Johnson said. "Just try to keep playing, keep going. Keep 
getting better every day. That's all you can really focus on at that point. It's definitely a good feeling to 
be able to reflect. I had a long flight from Florida here, so I got to think about all those times in the 
Minor Leagues and at Triple-A. It's definitely rewarding." 

The Angels have 37 players on their active roster. 

Worth noting 
• Manager Mike Scioscia said the Angels are unsure if Fletcher will play again this season after injuring 
his hamstring on Sunday. 

"These things usually have a mind of their own," Scioscia said. "We're going to keep looking at it on a 
day-to-day basis to see where he is, but we're not going to rush anything or run him out there in a game 
and put him at risk. We'll see how it goes." 

• Left-hander Tyler Skaggs was activated off the disabled list and started against the A's on Tuesday. 
Skaggs had not pitched for the Angels since Aug. 11 due to a left adductor strain. 

 

 

 

http://m.mlb.com/player/582473/sherman-johnson
http://m.mlb.com/player/582473/sherman-johnson
http://m.mlb.com/player/664058/david-fletcher
http://m.mlb.com/player/607374/nick-tropeano
http://m.mlb.com/player/572140/tyler-skaggs
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          FROM THE ASSOCITED PRESS      

Cowart hits grand slam, drives in 5 as Angels stall A’s 

By Janie McCauley 

OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — Stephen Piscotty thought he had Andrelton Simmons’ fly ball lined up in the 
sixth inning before a woman reached her glove over the right-field wall and cost him a potential catch in 
foul territory. 

Simmons hit a two-run single moments later, Kaleb Cowart launched a go-ahead grand slam and the Los 
Angeles Angels scored six times in the sixth to rally past the Oakland Athletics 9-7 on Tuesday night. 

The A’s challenged that the fan interfered with Piscotty making the play, but the call was upheld with no 
interference charged. 

“I don’t know how you don’t. He’s going to catch it,” Oakland manager Bob Melvin said. “I’m not sure 
what they saw that we didn’t see. I asked Stephen and he said he’d have caught it. Maybe the 
placement of the runners, maybe they don’t know where they’re going with that, I don’t know. It’s an 
out. You want to get every out you possibly can. We felt like it was catchable.” 

Oakland dropped five games back of the AL West-leading Astros and 2 1/2 behind the Yankees for the 
top wild card after Houston and New York each won. The red-hot Rays are closing in, too, trailing 
Oakland by 5½ games. 

“It’s a tough play going into the wall, but I felt like I was there in enough time. Definitely changes how 
that inning goes, but nothing we can do about it now,” Piscotty said. “I never understand when they’re 
going to overturn stuff. I had a feeling they wouldn’t.” 

Mike Trout homered for Los Angeles and stole his 24th base. 

Cowart connected against Lou Trivino (8-3) for his club’s first grand slam of the season and later added 
an RBI triple. 

“Hopefully, I’ll get into a rhythm here and get some playing time. I felt good tonight,” Cowart said. 

Noe Ramirez (6-5) pitched 1 1/3 innings of relief for the win. Ty Buttrey allowed a two-run single to 
pinch-hitter Dustin Fowler in the eighth but got five outs for his fourth save. 

Mark Canha hit a three-run double in the fourth for the A’s, who lost for the fourth time in five games. 

Trout’s 35th home run broke a scoreless tie when he connected off Daniel Mengden in the fourth. 

Angels left-hander Tyler Skaggs returned from a third stint on the disabled list this season to throw three 
scoreless innings. He missed 32 games with a strained muscle in his left leg during his latest trip to the 
DL. He last pitched Aug. 11 against the A’s before dealing with leg issues once more. 
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Oakland loaded the bases in the fourth against Cam Bedrosian, getting walks by Jed Lowrie and Piscotty 
sandwiched around a single by Khris Davis. Matt Olson and Marcus Semien each struck out swinging 
before Canha came through with a bases-clearing double off the left-field wall. Jonathan Lucroy 
followed with an RBI single to chase Bedrosian. 

Oakland’s Liam Hendriks recorded the first three outs on seven pitches. Then his day was done, and 
Mengden took over for the A’s, who again began the game with a reliever as Melvin copes with an 
injury-plagued rotation. 

OHTANI TOP ROOKIE? 

Don’t ask Angels manager Mike Scioscia who else but Shohei Ohtani should be considered for AL Rookie 
of the Year — he doesn’t have another name to offer. 

Just his Japanese two-way star. 

“To do what Shohei did, it’s on a different level,” Scioscia said of the designated hitter and pitcher. “He’s 
doing everything you could imagine a kid 23 years old coming in and doing. I think he’s Rookie of the 
Year.” 

TRAINER’S ROOM 

Angels: Rookie second baseman and utilityman David Fletcher, who exited Sunday’s game against 
Seattle in the first inning with a strained left hamstring, will only return once fully healthy. “We’re not 
going to rush anything or run him into a game and put him at risk,” Scioscia said. 

Athletics: RHP Trevor Cahill, scratched from his scheduled Saturday start at Tampa Bay with a strain in 
his upper back before getting trigger-point injections, played catch from 120 feet. 

UP NEXT 

Angels: RHP Felix Pena (3-4, 3.75 ERA) faces the A’s for the third time this season seeking his first 
decision in those matchups. Only one of the previous outings was a start. 

Athletics: LHP Brett Anderson (3-5, 4.35) makes his second start since coming off the DL after taking the 
loss last Thursday at Baltimore, where he lasted just 3 1/3 innings. He has walked one or fewer batters in 
each of his past nine starts, with just five free passes over 48 innings during that stretch. 
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                 FROM NBC SPORTS       

Athletics fan helps spark an Angels rally 

By Craig Calcaterra 

I talked about this in the recaps but it’s worth its own post. 

There was a Steve Bartman moment in the Angels-A’s game. Oh, the stakes weren’t so high and, maybe, 
the out was not a sure one, but it was still a fairly high watermark for fan interference. Except, of course, 
it was not called fan interference. 

Oakland led 4-1 entering the top of the sixth. Two A’s pitchers combined to load the bases and then a 
third pitcher, Lou Trivino, came in to face Andrelton Simmons. Trivino induced what should’ve — 
Could’ve? Probably? —  been the second out of the inning in the form of a foul popup, which Stephen 
Piscotty was in the process of running down. That’s when this woman stuck her glove out and snagged 
the ball: 

The umpires did not call fan interference for . . . some reason. As I noted this morning, Piscotty seemed 
to be feeling that wall, looking down a bit, and may very well have not have caught that ball, and I 
suppose that’s what the umps were hanging their hat on. Of course, as a commenter noted this 
morning, it may be that Piscotty was holding up because that lady’s glove sticking out there distracted 
him. Either way, she got the ball and, the umps’ ruling notwithstanding, got kicked out of the ballpark. 

With new life, Simmons smacked a two-run single to pull the Angels to within one and then, following a 
plunked batter which loaded the bases back up, Kaleb Cowart hit a grand slam to put the Angels up by 
three. As Ray Ratto of NBC Sports Bay Area notes this morning, the A’s had their chances to get 
themselves out of this mess and to get that lady off the hook, but just didn’t do it. 

Anyway, folks: leave the balls alone at the park. If you really want an official ball, and one doesn’t come 
into the stands near you, just buy one. 

 

                 FROM CBS SPORTS       

MLB Power Rankings: It's time to hold myself accountable for the good, bad and 
ugly preseason picks 

Breaking down what Matt Snyder got right, what he got wrong, plus a toast to a great finish to the 
season 

By Matt Snyder 

It never fails. Every single year, within the first few weeks of the season, I get some variation of this 
email:  

http://www.rotoworld.com/player/mlb/9678/lou-trivino
http://www.rotoworld.com/player/mlb/6780/andrelton-simmons
http://www.rotoworld.com/player/mlb/7032/stephen-piscotty
http://www.rotoworld.com/player/mlb/7032/stephen-piscotty
http://www.rotoworld.com/player/mlb/6368/kaleb-cowart
https://www.nbcsports.com/bayarea/athletics/loss-angels-not-defined-missed-fan-interference-call
https://www.rawlings.com/product/EA-ROMLB.html
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You're an idiot, Snyder! My Mets are proving you wrong and showing they are going to win the NL East. 
Sorry to your beloved Nationals! 

I actually got an email from a fan saying he's a "Mets and Diamondbacks fan" telling me I must feel 
stupid for not picking them to make the playoffs in the middle of April. I'm not kidding.  

For now, we'll just ignore how, um, silly it is to talk trash after a week or two in a Major League Baseball 
season.  

As part of these heart-warming messages I get, there will invariably be something thrown in along the 
lines of "will you be man enough to admit you were wrong at the end of the season?" Most of the time, I 
just ignore people who come after me with personal shots, but something like that is always going to get 
a response pointing to this very column. I take great pride in being accountable.  

That's what this column is going to be. It's my annual accountability review.  

Now, there are caveats. Obviously, baseball is so unpredictable that it would be ridiculous to expect 
myself to nail almost all of the exact rankings at the start of the year. Injuries happen. 
Underperformance happens. Overperformance happens. If all of those things weren't true, the sport 
would be exponentially less fun. Being exact is less important than being in the ballpark, which is why it's 
OK to look back now instead of after the season. The playoffs are a veritable crapshoot anyway.  

What we'll zero in on are bad misses that should have been avoided and good calls that many others 
didn't make. I'm looking back at my preseason predictions and power rankings.  

The Good 

I pegged the Athletics as my AL "sneaky sleeper" and the Phillies as my NL version. Even with the Phillies 
falling off, these were spot on and I'm pretty proud.  

I initially had the Yankees above the Red Sox, but once J.D. Martinez signed with the Red Sox, I bumped 
them ahead and predicted Boston to win the AL East. Most had the Yankees. Good job, me.  

I thought the easiest division winner pick was the Indians.  

I was the only member of our CBS Sports staff to have the Rockies as a playoff team (though that might 
not hold!).  

I was the only member of our CBS Sports staff to pick Chris Sale to win the AL Cy Young (though that is 
still up in the air!). David Price as AL Comeback Player of the Year was a good one, as was Ronald 
Acuna as NL Rookie of the Year, though the latter was an incredibly popular pick and he might not win 
it.  

The last six teams in my preseason power rankings? Padres, Orioles, Royals, White Sox, Tigers, Marlins. 
That checks out.  

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/NYM/new-york-mets
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/WAS/washington-nationals
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/2018-mlb-opening-day-cbs-sports-staff-picks-and-predictions-for-divisions-world-series-mvp-cy-young-and-more/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/news/mlb-preseason-power-rankings-incomplete-hot-stove-season-leads-to-uncertainty/
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/PHI/philadelphia-phillies
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/NYY/new-york-yankees
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/BOS/boston-red-sox
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/CLE/cleveland-indians
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/COL/colorado-rockies
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1762602/chris-sale
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1232130/david-price
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2211777/ronald-acuna
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2211777/ronald-acuna
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/SD/san-diego-padres
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/BAL/baltimore-orioles
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/KC/kansas-city-royals
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/CHW/chicago-white-sox
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/DET/detroit-tigers
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/MIA/miami-marlins
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I said the Dodgers were really good but also had lots of question marks, especially regarding health. Hey, 
sometimes I get it right, right?  

And sometimes, I really don't ...  

The Bad 

I had the Brewers in fourth place in the NL Central, but that wasn't because I thought they'd be bad as 
much as I thought the Reds would have a breakout season and loved the middle of the NL Central in 
general, as evidenced by my ranking the Brewers 13th in the pre-preseason power rankings. Also, my 
comment on the Brewers in the pre-preseason rankings: "I'm really excited for the offense here, but 
that Jimmy Nelson injury remains a crushing blow to the rotation. Sure, there are wild cards in Jhoulys 
Chacin, Yovani Gallardo, Wade Miley and Junior Guerra behind Chase Anderson and Zach Davies, but 
they need a lot of things to go right with that questionable group in order to compete with the Cubs in 
the Central. Wild Card is more likely." 

Not terrible! Having them fourth was bad, though. I was wrong there and I own that.  

I don't hate my preseason ranking of the Rays at 20 -- I mean, who thought they would get this good this 
season? -- but I had them last behind the historically-awful Orioles. But in my preseason rankings, I had 
the Orioles 26th. That's no good, which is the opposite of the Rays this season. You just can't say enough 
how impressive this has been. One of the most impressive non-playoff seasons in recent memory.  

Those two cases are actually a good illustration of how sometimes I try to get too cute in the predictions 
and should stay more straight up like I do in the rankings.  

I had the Angels in the AL Wild Card Game and, attached to that, Mike Scioscia as the AL Manager of the 
Year. I don't think the pick is as ridiculous as me not having learned my lesson to stop thinking they'll be 
good. No mas, Matt.  

I guess the Nationals fit here, but it was such a disaster with so many moving parts. I find it hard to take 
much blame, but I have to say I got it wrong with them running away with the East. I was wrong.  

I was too high on the Giants early, though I did dial it back once Madison Bumgarner went down.  

I often discussed it in the spring and early going that the "power seven" was head and shoulders above 
the rest of the teams: Red Sox, Yankees, Indians, Astros, Nationals, Cubs, Dodgers. As we've seen, it 
wasn't that simple and I should have done better in realizing it wouldn't be that easy and obvious.  

The Ugly 

The Braves. I had them fourth in the NL East and 24th in the rankings, behind the Reds. I even yelled at 
them for not signing Mike Moustakas. I should have given them a longer look and putting them behind 
the Mets was atrocious. Terrible job, Mr. Snyder.  

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/LAD/los-angeles-dodgers
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/MIL/milwaukee-brewers
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/CIN/cincinnati-reds
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2044107/jimmy-nelson
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1618705/jhoulys-chacin
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1618705/jhoulys-chacin
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1179742/yovani-gallardo
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1716842/wade-miley
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2171701/junior-guerra
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2027498/chase-anderson
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2167465/zach-davies
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/CHC/chicago-cubs
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/TB/tampa-bay-rays
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/LAA/los-angeles-angels
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/SF/san-francisco-giants
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1619074/madison-bumgarner
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/HOU/houston-astros
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/ATL/atlanta-braves
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1232128/mike-moustakas
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Willie Calhoun as AL Rookie of the Year? LOL. Even if he doesn't win it, Shohei Ohtani was right there 
and I even picked the Angels to win a wild card. How the hell was that happening without Ohtani being 
great? What a joke of a pick. I hang my head in shame and that won't change with this next one.  

 
I'll just end on this one: I predicted Yu Darvish to win the NL Cy Young.  

Nothing that anyone could possibly say to me would make me feel worse about that one than I already 
do. I can't even laugh about it. Ridiculous pick.  

But let's cheer up. There are two weeks of baseball left with lots of playoff jockeying to be done. 
Giddyup!  

18 

Angels Andrelton Simmons' strikeout watch: 34 in 519 at-
bats. 

 

 

                 FROM SF GATE       

Mike Scioscia: A’s turnaround is inspiration for Angels 

By John Shea 

The Mike Sciosciawill-he-stay-or-will-he-go story hasn’t been officially told, but if this is the final season 
for the Angels’ manager, he’ll finish his 19-year career against the A’s. 

The teams meet in Anaheim to complete the regular season. 

Asked before Tuesday night’s game in Oakland for his best memory at the Coliseum, Scioscia quipped, 
“Are they tearing this place down? Why are you asking me?” 

He then suggested there could be more to come, saying, “Hopefully, you haven’t had my best memory 
here.” 

In August, Scioscia denied reports that he’ll step down after the season. The Angels are in fourth place in 
the American League West are 15 games behind second-place Oakland. 

That’s the opposite of what many predicted in spring training, though Scioscia doesn’t seem surprised by 
the playoff-bound A’s. 

https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2211781/willie-calhoun
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/2901324/shohei-ohtani
https://eb2.3lift.com/pass?tl_clickthrough=true&redir=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.storygize.net%2Fc%2F90053c61-a0fc-4dd9-8072-6589735a1f4f%3Fb%3D68017144619778945510-1-1%26rd%3DNeKVkTM2MTEz4pWR4pWRY2Jzc3BvcnRzLmNvbeKVkTLilZE2NzTilZHilZE14pWRNuKVkXNpdGVsaXN04pWRbGVhcm5lZOKVkXd3dy5jYnNzcG9ydHMuY29tOjEwODY4NzY4ODbilZHilZHilZHilZHilZEyMDtBRE0xNy00O0FETTE3fjU7QURNMTctNDtQZWxvdG9uIENQQeKVkeKVkQ%26h%3D11%26im%3D3%26c%3D5ec934f5-3b61-4783-bcab-66c92476dc9a%26cCf%3D4536e9a6-ba2c-47f1-afd0-8b5168e42cef%26v%3D2%26s%3D5%26Q2%3D230206
https://eb2.3lift.com/pass?tl_clickthrough=true&redir=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.storygize.net%2Fc%2F90053c61-a0fc-4dd9-8072-6589735a1f4f%3Fb%3D68017144619778945510-1-1%26rd%3DNeKVkTM2MTEz4pWR4pWRY2Jzc3BvcnRzLmNvbeKVkTLilZE2NzTilZHilZE14pWRNuKVkXNpdGVsaXN04pWRbGVhcm5lZOKVkXd3dy5jYnNzcG9ydHMuY29tOjEwODY4NzY4ODbilZHilZHilZHilZHilZEyMDtBRE0xNy00O0FETTE3fjU7QURNMTctNDtQZWxvdG9uIENQQeKVkeKVkQ%26h%3D11%26im%3D3%26c%3D5ec934f5-3b61-4783-bcab-66c92476dc9a%26cCf%3D4536e9a6-ba2c-47f1-afd0-8b5168e42cef%26v%3D2%26s%3D5%26Q2%3D230206
https://www.cbssports.com/mlb/players/playerpage/1937347/yu-darvish
http://www.cbssports.com/mlb/teams/page/LAA/los-angeles-angels
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A’s. 

The teams meet in Anaheim to complete the regular season. 

Asked before Tuesday night’s game in Oakland for his best memory at the Coliseum, Scioscia quipped, 
“Are they tearing this place down? Why are you asking me?” 

He then suggested there could be more to come, saying, “Hopefully, you haven’t had my best memory 
here.” 

In August, Scioscia denied reports that he’ll step down after the season. The Angels are in fourth place in 
the American League West are 15 games behind second-place Oakland. 

That’s the opposite of what many predicted in spring training, though Scioscia doesn’t seem surprised by 
the playoff-bound A’s. 

“It started last year,” he said. “If you track the A’s and what they did probably the last eight weeks of last 
season, you saw a team move in the right direction, and that’s something we pointed out in house with 
us. That is, that quest for a championship starts today, whether you’re mathematically eliminated or 
not. 

“You’ve got to keep moving forward, and the A’s did that last year, and they’ve put it together this year 
and obviously are having a very, very good season.” 

Like the A’s, the Angels have had a slew of pitching injuries. But unlike the Angels, that didn’t derail the 
A’s. 

“I don’t want to analyze their team, but from the outside looking in, their bullpen is about as locked 
down as you want a bullpen to be,” Scioscia said. “They’re doing a great job, and that obviously has had 
a major impact on where they are right now.” 

Oakland’s Bob Melvin, asked his thoughts and memories of Scioscia as an opposing manager, answered 
with one word: “pain.” 

Melvin said Scioscia has made other managers better and cited a spring training game that typified him. 

“There was a guy on first base, and they were down by a run,” Melvin said. “They had one guy left on 
the bench who had like three more stolen bases than the guy who was on first base, and he pinch ran 
for him because there was that much of a better chance for him to score the tying run. 

“That’s what Mike Scioscia is all about. It rubs off on his team that he’s a winner, and that’s what he 
cares about.” 

Pinder wins award: Chad Pinder won the Dave Stewart Community Service Award for his charity work, 
which he’ll receive in a pregame ceremony Thursday. 
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“For a guy who hasn’t been in the big leagues too long, he’s a leader in our clubhouse,” Melvin said. “It 
wouldn’t surprise me if he got into politics after baseball. He’s a smart guy, and guys kind of flock to him 
for leadership qualities.” 

Briefly: Pitcher Andrew Triggs, who began the season in the rotation but hasn’t appeared in a game 
since May, will undergo thoracic-outlet surgery next Wednesday to alleviate nerve irritation he has 
experienced in his right arm. The procedure will be performed by Dr. Gregory Pearl in Dallas. ... Trevor 
Cahill (upper back discomfort) threw from 120 feet. The A’s weren’t prepared to say when he’d return 
to the rotation. 

 

                 FROM BLEACHER REPORT      

'Is This Blood or ... Brain Fluid?': The Nightmare of a Liner to the Head 

By Danny Knobler 

It was the sound that scared Bryce Florie. Or rather, the absence of sound. 

There were 33,861 fans in Fenway Park that early September Friday night, a sellout crowd to watch the 
first-place New York Yankees and second-place Boston Red Sox, with ex-Red Sox ace Roger Clemens 
starting for the hated Yanks. Fenway gets loud on nights like that, and it was a tight 2-0 game until Florie 
allowed a two-run single to Derek Jeter with two outs in the ninth to make it 4-0. 

What happened next silenced Fenway and changed Florie's life forever. 

Ryan Thompson followed Jeter to the plate, and Florie threw him a first-pitch slider. Thompson swung 
and hit a line drive right back up the middle. Florie saw it all the way. He thought he did, anyway, until it 
hit him just below the right eye and knocked him to the ground. 

He landed on his back and quickly rolled over so he was face down on the mound, hands to his face. 

He later said he had been "knocked silly for a second," but he didn't lose consciousness. He knew right 
away he'd been hit by the baseball, hit in the face and was bleeding badly. He couldn't figure out why he 
hadn't caught the ball, given that he'd seen it off the bat. 

But it wasn't until he heard the crowd that he began to feel scared. Or rather, until he didn't hear the 
crowd. 

"What scared me the most was the silence," Florie said recently. "You could hear a pin drop. I realized 
they were all waiting to see if I would get up." 

He did get up, eventually. He reached to see if his teeth were there (they were) and tried to open his 
right eye (he couldn't). There was blood everywhere. "By the way, don't look in the mirror," a doctor 
told him later that night. Said Florie: "Of course, I had to look in the mirror. I'm like, 'Oh, my gosh! Oh, 
my gosh!' It got more scary." 



September 19, 2018  Page 18 of 25 

Thanks to MLB.com's Statcast, we now know balls come off bats at speeds faster than 120 mph. We 
know the ball came off the bat of Seattle's Kyle Seager at 105 mph before it smacked into Los Angeles 
Angels pitcher Matt Shoemaker's head in September 2016 and at 115 mph when Colorado's Carlos 
Gonzalez's liner hit Arizona Diamondbacks pitcher Archie Bradley in the head in April 2015. 

A ball hit 115 mph travels 169 feet per second. The pitching rubber is 60 feet, six inches from home 
plate, and the pitcher is a few feet in front of the rubber after delivering the baseball. 

Statcast didn't exist in 2000, but scientists for the television show Sport Science calculated the ball that 
hit Florie was traveling 120 mph. They estimated Florie had just three-tenths of a second to react, which 
helps explain why he couldn't catch it or get out of the way. 

"I watched the video so many times, thinking, 'How did I miss that ball?'" Florie said. "If I'd just put my 
glove up an inch higher..." 

 

Often, the pitcher does get his glove up in time, or the ball simply misses him. Anyone who has pitched 
remembers close calls. 

"It's an alarming sound when a ball coming at 110 mph just misses you," said Pete Walker, who pitched 
professionally for 18 seasons and is now the Toronto Blue Jays pitching coach. "It does rattle you." 

And for the few whom the ball doesn't miss, it can do much more than that. Bleacher Report spoke to 
five current and former big league pitchers who have been hit in the head by line drives and to others 
who will never forget seeing—and hearing—it happen. 

It's a sickening sound when ball meets skull, almost as if the ball hits the bat and a second later hits it 
again. It's the sound and then the silence as everyone tries to process what just happened. 

"I thought Willie was dead," said Doug Brocail, who was in the Detroit Tigers bullpen when a line drive 
hit by Cleveland's Julio Franco broke Willie Blair's jaw in 1997. 

Meanwhile, Blair was down on the mound telling Tigers athletic trainer Russ Miller, "Call my wife, and 
tell her I'm OK." 

He wasn't OK, not really. His jaw was broken. He was fighting to stay awake. And when he tried to sit up, 
he felt sick to his stomach and told the trainers he'd better lie back down. 

He was also bleeding out of his ear. At least he knew it was blood. 

J.A. Happ wasn't so sure after he was hit in the head by a line drive by Tampa Bay's Desmond Jennings in 
May 2013. Happ never saw the ball off Jennings' bat and wasn't even sure what hit him as he collapsed 
on the mound. 

"I almost thought I got tackled by the first baseman or something," Happ said. 

http://bleacherreport.com/mlb
https://baseballsavant.mlb.com/statcast_leaderboard
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tfiJ2M-uq2g
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Seconds after Happ was hit, Blue Jays assistant athletic trainer Mike Frostad was there to tend to him. 
Head athletic trainer George Poulis wasn't far behind. 

"Any time a player is hit and knocked to the ground hard, that becomes a medical emergency," Poulis 
said. 

Happ was responsive to questions, but he was also trying to figure out what happened. He touched his 
left ear and felt blood. 

"I was trying to process, 'Is this blood, or is this brain fluid?'" Happ said. "I was worried about that. 'Is 
this a serious thing?' And then the people who were helping me did a good job of calming me down and 
letting me know it's OK." 

It was blood, and it was OK. But the medical personnel were still going to take Happ off the field on a 
spine board, and they were still going to take him to the hospital for tests and observation. 

"He was saying, 'I think I'm fine,'" Poulis said. "I said, 'I think you're fine, too.'" 

Happ was fortunate. He was basically OK, in the ways that matter most. He had a fractured bone in his 
skull and needed stitches in his ear, but he didn't have a concussion, and there were no lasting effects. 
He said he could have returned to the mound within a couple of weeks—if it hadn't been for his injured 
knee. 

He hurt the knee on the same play, so stunned by the impact of the ball that he landed awkwardly. The 
knee kept him out of action for three months. 

Still, he was lucky. 

Blair, because of his broken jaw, was unable to eat solid food for nearly two weeks. He would wake up in 
the middle of the night with the room spinning around him. One time, in the Tigers clubhouse, he 
leaned over to take off his shoes and got so dizzy he nearly fell. 

"I almost fell into my locker," Blair said. "Brocail was next to me, and he says, 'Hey man, are you OK?' I 
said, 'Yeah, and don't say anything about this.' I'd say I still had dizzy spells for two or three months, but 
it never affected me on the field—only when I leaned over." 

He'll acknowledge that now, 21 years later. He wouldn't at the time. He was determined to get back on 
the mound as quickly as he could. Blair had two rehab starts in the minor leagues and pitched in a major 
league game in Oakland on June 3, 30 days after Franco's line drive hit him. 

"I was always very competitive, and I knew what everyone was saying," he said. "I knew they were 
thinking, 'Is he going to be able to recover?' I wanted to prove them wrong. It was like a competition, 
that I was going to prove this wasn't going to be able to stop me." 

Every other pitcher Bleacher Report spoke to for this story said they reacted in much the same way. 
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San Diego's Chris Young didn't even want to come out of the game. There was blood on his face after a 
line drive from Albert Pujols of the Cardinals broke his nose and fractured his skull in May 2008. But 
Young grew up in Texas as a Nolan Ryan fan, and all he could think about was how Ryan stayed in the 
game and pitched with blood on his jersey after a one-hopper from Kansas City's Bo Jackson hit him in 
the mouth in 1990. 

"'Nolan Ryan stayed in the game; I'll stay in the game,'" Young said. "I think that's when they thought I 
was concussed." 

He wasn't going to stay in the game. He wasn't even going to stay at the ballpark. 

"They said, 'We need to get you in an ambulance immediately,'" Young said. "Then at the hospital they 
gave me a CT scan. That was when I realized I may have to go on the [disabled list]. I wasn't worried 
about the ramifications or the mental effects. I was just thinking about when I could pitch again." 

He wouldn't pitch for more than two months. The scan showed a skull fracture that left his sinus cavity 
open to the brain. Doctors told him the skull would heal but that in the meantime he was at risk for 
meningitis, an inflammation of the membranes surrounding the brain. 

"They told me I had to be very careful, that I couldn't fly and couldn't raise my heart rate," Young said. "I 
had to sleep sitting up. They said, 'If you sneeze, make sure you open your mouth.' At that point, I 
realized this was something a little more serious." 

The Padres were having a horrible season. They dropped to 17-31 the night Young was hit, and they 
were 33-53 by the Fourth of July. Sitting on the sideline, waiting for the swelling to go down so he could 
have surgery and recover, Young set a goal. He was going to come back and help the Padres avoid a 100-
loss season. 

He came back July 29. Two months later, on Sept. 27, Young was the winning pitcher in the game that 
got the Padres to 63-98, ensuring they wouldn't lose 100. 

Young pitched in the big leagues for eight more seasons, winning a World Series ring with the 2015 
Kansas City Royals. By the time he retired after the 2017 season, he could say three shoulder surgeries 
had hurt his career more than one line drive to the face. 

"When it happened, I just felt, 'This injury is not going to define my career,'" he said. "And in the end, it 
didn't. It's just a blip." 

 

One thing people don't always realize when a pitcher gets hit is how tough it can be on the guy who hit 
the ball. Pitchers may sometimes try to throw at hitters, but no batter wants to hit a ball at a pitcher's 
unprotected head, a blow that could end the pitcher's career. 

"It's scary, man," said Luke Voit, who while playing for the Cardinals last year hit the line drive that 
struck Robbie Ray of the Diamondbacks in the head. 
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It is scary, and even though it's unintentional, it can still be disturbing for a hitter. Pujols had to deal with 
that when he hit Young, as he told Chris Jenkins of the San Diego Union-Tribune in 2010: 

"That's why Tony [La Russa, the St. Louis manager] took me out of the game later. He knew. I struck out 
with bases loaded and never even swung the bat. Three pitches down the middle, and I didn't even want 
to swing? 

"In the back of my mind, I'm thinking there's a game still going on, but my brain is telling me there's 
somebody hurt and asking if he's going to be OK. I know what kind of a guy Chris is, too, what a great 
guy. You feel guilty inside. As soon as I got into the dugout, I told our trainer to call over there. Every 
inning, I got reports. At that point, I don't care about the game. I care if the guy's OK." 

Voit said he instantly realized the ball was headed toward Ray's head, at what turned out to be 108 
mph. He just hoped it missed or that Ray could get his glove up in time. 

"Your heart drops," Voit said. "When I got to first base, I called time right away." 

Voit let the medical professionals tend to Ray, but once Ray sat on the cart that took him off the field, 
Voit went over to check on him. He came away with blood on his own jersey, so he headed to the 
clubhouse to change. 

When he came out, he was headed back to first base when a teammate asked him where he was going. 
Voit had been so concerned about Ray he never realized his line drive had deflected off Ray's head and 
been caught by third baseman Daniel Descalso halfway between third base and the Arizona dugout. Voit 
wasn't safe at first. He was out. 

Ray's injuries weren't too serious. He returned to the Diamondbacks rotation less than a month later, 
and he helped pitch the D-backs into the playoffs. 

Bradley was even more fortunate after he was hit in the face by that 115 mph line drive off Gonzalez's 
bat in 2015. Bradley was forced out of the game, but he walked off the mound, had no broken bones 
and no concussion and spent just two weeks on the disabled list. 

"When that happens, the game's over for you," Gonzalez said recently. "It's not just over for the pitcher. 
It's over for you because you can't concentrate on nothing else besides what just happened." 

Sure enough, Gonzalez struck out swinging in his remaining three plate appearances that day. 

"I was asking about him in the middle of the game, at the end of the game," Gonzalez said. "In the 
middle of the game you really want to know what's going on, how is everything. I'm glad it was nothing 
serious. Now we can laugh about it—seeing the same guy that I hit a couple of years ago in the face 
having tremendous success in the big leagues. But it's not always the case, you know? Some guys, it can 
ruin their career, ruin their life." 

 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-i-never-saw-it-i-just-felt-it-2010may27-story.html
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Shoemaker's life and career weren't ruined, but for a little while late on the night of Sept. 4, 2016, he 
couldn't be so sure. 

He had been hit by Seager's 105 mph line drive in the second inning of a game at Seattle's Safeco Field. 
He saw it all the way, thought he was going to catch it but then felt it strike him on the side of his head. 

Like so many others, he first thought maybe he could stay in the game. 

"I was on the mound, down on all fours, and I was asking them to let me throw a [practice] pitch," 
Shoemaker said. "As soon as I tried to stand up, I realized I couldn't have thrown." 

The Angels training staff brought him to the clubhouse, where Pujols already had Shoemaker's wife, 
Danielle, on the phone. Everything would be OK, Matt told Danielle, who was pregnant with the couple's 
second child. 

Everything was OK, even after they got Shoemaker to the hospital. Doctors ordered imaging tests of his 
brain every half hour, but they told him the scans looked normal and he might be able to go home the 
next day. 

Then things changed. 

"The third or fourth time they did it, as soon as they saw the results they came into my room and said, 
'We're taking you into surgery right now,'" Shoemaker said. "They'd seen a lot of bleeding." 

As they were wheeling him to the operating room, Shoemaker used FaceTime to call Danielle. 

Surgery? Brain surgery? That was scary, so scary that Danielle put Brady, the couple's 19-month-old son, 
on the phone. 

"In my head, I'm like, 'Is this the last time I'm ever gonna talk to him? Is this the last time Brady's ever 
gonna talk to him?'" Danielle told Pedro Moura of the Los Angeles Times five months later. "Up until 
then, I thought, 'It's bad, but it's gonna be OK.' Then, all the sudden, it was super extreme." 

Said Matt: "She's super strong." 

The surgery went well. Shoemaker remembered "how crappy I felt" waking up after it was over, and he 
remembered "walking around like a zombie" for the next two to three weeks. But he also remembered 
feeling much, much better by the end of September, just in time to celebrate as Danielle gave birth to 
Emmy on Oct. 2. 

The season ended that day, and by spring training Shoemaker was back on the mound, pitching again for 
the Angels. 

"I felt completely normal," he said. "I was ready to compete." 

 

http://www.latimes.com/sports/angels/la-sp-matt-shoemaker-angels-20170211-story.html
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A lingering forearm injury has been a bigger hindrance to Shoemaker's career the last two years than 
any effects from being hit by the line drive. But returning to the mound isn't as simple for every pitcher. 

Happ said that before he came back, he asked teammates to hit balls at him as hard as they could so he 
could get over any instinct that told him to flinch. Young told himself that if he pitched inside, balls 
wouldn't be hit right back at him. 

"I'm going to be the aggressor," he said. "They're going to be uncomfortable." 

It doesn't always work. 

The Red Sox did as much as they could to help Florie in spring training 2001. Pitching coach Joe Kerrigan 
even had a pitching machine send balls Florie's way at high speed so he could get accustomed to the 
feeling again. 

Even so, when Florie returned to the mound to face hitters, he took fear with him. 

"I caught myself throwing way far inside or way far outside," he said. "I can say this now: I didn't want to 
throw it down the middle because they might hit it back at me. I had to look myself in the mirror and 
say, 'Do you really want to do this?'" 

His answer was yes, and Florie kept pitching through 2004 in the minor leagues and even tried to come 
back with an independent team in 2007, when he was 37 years old. He says now arm injuries probably 
did more to end his career than Thompson's line drive, but his eye problems never completely went 
away, either. 

In the hospital the night he was hit, doctors told Florie he had a fractured eye socket and a broken 
cheekbone and that he'd be lucky if his vision ever got back to even 20/50. They told him blood had built 
up behind his retina, blocking 75 percent of his visual field, and that he just had to hope it drained (it 
did). 

"I'll call that a miracle," he said. 

But there were days the following spring when seeing through shadows became an issue and days when 
he had trouble with sunlight. He asked himself whether he could see well enough to protect himself if 
anyone hit another line drive his way. 

In 2003, an eye doctor told him the blood vessels in his eye needed more oxygen and that he needed to 
switch from soft to hard contact lenses. Florie said glasses weren't a workable alternative, and when he 
couldn't get comfortable with the hard contacts, he had to call the Marlins to turn down a minor league 
contract they had offered. 

"I can't see good enough to pitch," he told them. 

It wasn't just his eyes, though. Florie learned to live with constant headaches for a few years after he 
was hit. He spit up blood for weeks after the injury. He still has scars on both sides of his face from the 
reconstructive surgery. His face felt numb for years. 
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"I was drinking out of a straw one time, and I couldn't find the straw," he said. "It was stuck to the side 
of my nose, and I couldn't even feel it." 

Florie had it worse than most, but every pitcher who has been hit in the head understands how bad it 
can be. Every one of them cringes just a little when another pitcher gets hit. 

"Every single time I see one, my stomach drops," Young said. "It absolutely makes me sick to see. I think, 
'Mine wasn't too bad.'" 

Then there was the time Young was in a restaurant with his wife. On a distant television, he saw video of 
a line drive hitting a pitcher in the face. 

"I cringed," he said. "I felt bad." 

Then he got a closer look. That pitcher who took the line drive to the face? 

It was him. 

 

                 FROM CBS DENVER       

8-Year-Old Girl With 3D-Printed Hand Throws First Pitch For All 30 MLB Teams 

Hailey Dawson has always loved baseball. And at just 8 years old, she has set a new record in the Major 
League. 

The Las Vegas native took a break from t-ball this season to focus on achieving a special goal. 

“My goal is to throw out the first pitch for every major league baseball team,” she told CBS4’s Karen 
Morfitt back in May. 

It is a lofty goal for anyone, but Hailey, who was born with a rare condition known as Poland syndrome, 
has no fingers on her right hand. 

To hold on to things. She uses a 3D-printed robotic hand designed and built at the University of Nevada, 
Las Vegas. 

“When I bend my hand down, it closes into a fist, and when I bend my hand back open it opens,” Hailey 
said. 

She was 5 years old when she started tossing a baseball with her special hand. 

Her mom, Yong Dawson says Hailey’s first, first pitch at a UNLV game left her wanting more. 

“When she goes, ‘Mom, can I throw out the first pitch for the big Orioles?'” Dawson said. She responded 
to Hailey saying she would try, but that it would probably not happen. 

https://cbsloc.al/2xmzPxv
https://cbsloc.al/2xmzPxv
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Mom wrote a letter to the team, and Hailey did throw the first pitch. 

By the end of May, she had thrown the first pitch at Coors field and eight other MLB stadiums. 

“I am never nervous. I am excited,” Hailey said. 

While Hailey sees it simply as a new way to enjoy the game, mom knows it is bigger than baseball. 

Her daughter, Hailey, is an inspiration. 

“We could spread this awareness about this robotic hand, and other kids are getting it because they see 
her story. That’s the greatest thing ever,” Dawson said. They shared her story on social media with the 
hashtag #JourneyTo30. 

Hailey completed her goal Sunday in Los Angeles — setting a new Guinness World Record! 

 


