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Avisail an attractive piece for multiple clubs 
By Phil Rogers / MLB.com | Nov. 15, 2017  
 
CHICAGO -- When it comes to his two biggest assets, Avisail Garcia and Jose Abreu, White Sox general manager Rick 
Hahn is in no hurry to make the decision everyone knows is coming at some point -- he will have to negotiate large 
contract extensions or trade them. 
 
"It's not me just dancing around or being cute," said Hahn at season's end. "There isn't a firm answer right now." 
 
No, there isn't. Nor is there a firm timetable to get that answer. But the marketplace might be about to influence Hahn, 
especially regarding Garcia. He's likely to become an intriguing option for teams once they've finished kicking the tires on 
trade target Giancarlo Stanton and free agent J.D. Martinez. 
 
Both Garcia and Abreu are arbitration-eligible with two years of control left for the White Sox. They could be long-term 
pieces with shelf life left in 2020 -- when the Sox expect to have one of the most promising teams in the American League 
-- or merely trade chips. 
 
We're only in the first of four remaining windows for Garcia and Abreu and the other potential 2019-20 free agents. 
There's no rush to resolve the situation, but there is a cost for having them long term. 
 
The White Sox will be a lot better next season with both of them in the middle of a young lineup, and that may mean a 
lower pick in the 2019 Draft. Look at what happened in September. 
 
The Sox were 54-86 on Sept. 8, positioned to draft second overall behind the Phillies. They went 13-9 down the stretch, 
and now they'll draft fourth, with $1 million less allotted to sign amateur talent. 
 
It's impossible to know what the cost will be in terms of talent, but we know that two wins was all that separated them from 
2015 Draft target Andrew Benintendi. Then there was 2007, when a 15-12 September caused the White Sox to drop from 
second to eighth in the '08 Draft. 
 
The White Sox selected Gordon Beckham after missing out on Buster Posey, whom they coveted. 
 
It's unlikely Abreu is going anywhere this offseason, even if the Red Sox miss out on Eric Hosmer and come calling or the 
Rockies seek Abreu for their first-base void. He's got value as a mentor to Yoan Moncada and a leader in the clubhouse 
as well as one of baseball's most consistent run producers. But this could turn out to be the time to deal Garcia. 
 
Garcia is just 26, in the best shape of his career and coming off a breakout season. He hit .330 with 18 home runs and a 
manageable total of strikeouts (111), compiling an .885 OPS and a 4.5 WAR, according to Baseball-Reference.com. And 
Garcia is about to be pushed for his job by Eloy Jimenez, who is crushing Dominican Winter League pitching 
(.369/.432/.692) as a 20-year-old. 
 



With $295 million left on Stanton's contract and Martinez demanding a high price on the free-agent market, Garcia could 
provide a nice option. He could upgrade the outfield for contenders while allowing teams to hold onto flexibility for next 
offseason's historic crop of free agents. 
 
Considering the outfielders in this free-agent class, Garcia seems like a lesser gamble than other veteran outfielders who 
may be made available in trades, like Jason Heyward, Shin-Soo Choo and Stephen Piscotty. 
 
Expect to hear Garcia's name mentioned more often as the offseason progresses and the market becomes less abstract. 
Among the teams Garcia could fit: 
 
D-backs   
 
They'd love to keep Martinez as protection for Paul Goldschmidt. But if he goes elsewhere, Arizona will be in the market 
for the best hitter it can find. The D-backs do owe Yasmany Tomas $46 million over the next three years, but restoring him 
to the lineup would not be a popular choice. 
 
Giants 
 
Their outfield picture is wide open, and they've had interest in Garcia in the past. San Francisco is looking for both 
production and solid play in the field. Garcia could check both those boxes, as he has a strong arm that would play well at 
AT&T Park. 
 
Blue Jays  
 
The kids are coming, but the upcoming season is more about Josh Donaldson than Vladimir Guerrero Jr., Bo Bichette or 
even Anthony Alford. With the right-handed-hitting Teoscar Hernandez in one outfield corner, a left-handed bat might 
make more sense, but Garcia is a way to replace the production Toronto lost as departed free agent Jose Bautista aged. 
 
Orioles 
 
With Manny Machado a year away from free agency, time is of the essence. The rotation is the major issue, but they're 
also a corner outfielder short, even with the emergence of Trey Mancini. Garcia would allow Mark Trumbo to serve as DH 
and eliminate the need to push 2016 third-round Draft pick Austin Hays from Double-A to Camden Yards. 
Mariners 
 
Center field is a bigger question with Jarrod Dyson in free agency and Ben Gamel somewhat of a defensive liability in 
both corner outfield spots. The addition of a veteran would make Gamel a valuable depth piece. Garcia could balance out 
the middle of an order that includes the left-handed-hitting Robinson Cano and Kyle Seager, and you know Jerry Dipoto 
loves to make trades. 
 
Rockies 
 
There are internal options to replace Carlos Gonzalez, the easiest being shifting Gerardo Parra over to right field to open 
up left for Ian Desmond or David Dahl. But Parra's not going to get anybody excited. It would be fun to see what Garcia 
could do at Coors Field. 
 
Rangers 
 
Jon Daniels would love to get back to the postseason in Adrian Beltre's farewell season. There's one open spot in the 
lineup with Mike Napoli back in the free-agent market. Garcia is a significant defensive upgrade over Choo and Nomar 
Mazara, and he would help lengthen a homer-dependent lineup. 
 
One last note: The White Sox are positioned to take on some of the salary for a veteran like Choo ($62 million remaining 
for three years) or Tomas if it buys them the prospect capital they covet. 
 
Something to watch in what most expect to be a quiet offseason for the South Siders.

 
Steverson says Avi can build off breakout '17 
Outfielder had impressive season for South Siders, hitting .330 with 80 RBIs 
By Scott Merkin / MLB.com | Nov. 15, 2017  
 
CHICAGO -- When will Avisail Garcia reach his full potential? 



 
It's a question Todd Steverson heard on a regular basis beginning when he took over as the White Sox hitting coach on 
Oct. 31, 2013. Garcia provided the resounding answer of "2017" by hitting .330 with 18 homers, 27 doubles and 80 RBIs 
scored last season. 
 
Now that question changes for the 26-year-old Garcia after his first All-Star selection. Moving into 2018, Garcia is being 
challenged to produce similar frontline results, something Steverson believes Garcia can handle. 
 
"You know, why not?" Steverson said during the White Sox Amateur City Elite signing day program Tuesday night at 
Guaranteed Rate Field. "He stuck to something. He's older. He's more mature. He's more knowledgeable about who he is 
and what the game has presented in front of him. 
 
"At the end of the day, he did what he did and nobody can ever take last year away from him. Going forward, it's going to 
be as hard, if not harder, for him on that level because you gain a level of respect from your peers and coaches around 
the league that say, 'Hey, this guy made a stride forward. We have to watch out for him and pitch him a little more careful.' 
 
"That's up to him and myself and the staff to stay on him and help him keep himself level-headed enough to understand 
what's going on. Keep the process the way he's been doing it, and hopefully we can have positive results." 
 
There's a chance those positive results occur with another team, though. 
 
The White Sox have two years of control over both Garcia and first baseman Jose Abreu. In the midst of a rebuild, it's up 
to general manager Rick Hahn and his staff to figure out whether one or both of these veterans fit into the long-term target 
for championship contention or whether the rebuild is better served by moving them to enhance the team's youthful core. 
 
If this duo stays together on the South Side, Steverson believes Garcia will continue to benefit from playing alongside 
Abreu. 
 
"Along with the accolades, he's so consistent with his thoughts and routines and what he believes in," Steverson said of 
Abreu. "He's been a great help on the flip side as a peer also, as he has been with [Yoan] Moncada and so on and so 
forth." 
 
Garcia took control of his career by coming into camp in better physical condition, maintaining that improved state and 
doing the same on-field in terms of a more controlled plate approach. The young outfielder wants more. And so do the 
White Sox. 
 
"He and I sat down at the end of the year and talked about certain things," Steverson said. "We will talk again when it 
comes to Spring Training about what is it did you learn? 
 
"What is it we are going to expand upon and how are we going to get better in certain areas? Even though you had a 
good year overall, there are always areas to get better. They can keep you at the status where you've risen yourself."

 
How the Jose Quintana deal changed everything for Cubs and White Sox this winter and beyond 
By Patrick Mooney / NBC Sports Chicago | Nov. 15, 2017  
 
ORLANDO, Fla. – White Sox general manager Rick Hahn didn’t really pay attention to how Jose Quintana performed for 
the Cubs in the playoffs, the opportunity he desperately wanted during those lost seasons on the South Side. 
 
“Not so much,” Hahn said. “I saw a little bit of it here and there, but my kids are probably the better ones to ask about how 
he did in the postseason than me.” 
 
Hahn’s kids weren’t made available to the reporters staking out the lobby this week at the Waldorf Astoria Orlando, and 
the White Sox executive wasn’t the same popular media target he’d been during last year’s GM meetings.        
 
The Quintana trade that shocked the baseball world during the All-Star break changed everything for the Cubs and White 
Sox, how the two franchises will approach the rest of the offseason after checking out of this resort hotel on Wednesday 
and leaving Florida. It could also frame the next three, five, maybe even 10 years of Chicago baseball. 
 
Getting top prospects Eloy Jimenez and Dylan Cease from the Cubs – on top of the returns for Chris Sale, Adam Eaton, 
Todd Frazier, David Robertson, Tommy Kahnle, Anthony Swarzak and Melky Cabrera – positioned the White Sox as a 
team that can be patient and opportunistic and keep cultivating one of the industry’s best farm systems and methodically 
building a perennial contender.   



 
“I had one GM say something to me recently about being cautious for doing deals – with his tongue in cheek – because of 
how well we did,” Hahn said. “I said: ‘All I did was notice former White Sox players all over my TV screen in October.’ So it 
works both ways.” 
 
Imagine how desperate the Cubs would feel trying to replace 60 percent of their rotation – without the financial flexibility 
created by Quintana’s club-friendly contract. 
 
Imagine how a front office that fired multiple coaches from a staff that went to a third straight National League 
Championship Series might react to not playing in October.    
 
Imagine how much heat manager Joe Maddon would be feeling if Quintana hadn’t come to the rescue and stabilized the 
team and energized the clubhouse. 
 
“It was well worth it,” Epstein said. “Without Jose Quintana, I don’t think we make the playoffs, honestly, (after) seeing 
what happened to our starting rotation. Jonny Lester went down. Jake Arrieta went down. ‘Q’ was a consistent performer 
for us in the second half. He pitched really well in two of the three playoff games. 
 
“The bottom line: I don’t think we make the playoffs without him. And the biggest factor in that deal was not even 2017. It 
was 2018, ’19 and ’20 and solidifying a pitching staff and putting us in a position to be able to make a couple more moves 
and have a really outstanding starting rotation.”   
 
This is the price to acquire pitching: Hahn played along with a question that compared Jimenez to David Ortiz and 
suggested he could become the Big Papi-like presence that turned the Boston Red Sox into World Series champions in 
2004, 2007 and 2013.   
 
“That’s possible,” Hahn said. “I don’t like putting too big a name on guys. Let him be the first Eloy Jimenez instead of the 
next David Ortiz. That said, if he could match him from a ring standpoint, that would be a positive. It would be a nice step 
or standard to emulate going forward.” 
 
One year later, the GM meetings ended with the White Sox moving in the right direction, no more wondering if they would 
actually go through with a teardown, now setting their sights on what the Cubs have become on the North Side. 
 
“Honestly, I didn’t watch a ton of the postseason,” Hahn said. “I get a little uneasy watching other teams perform when 
we’ve been eliminated. But certainly it was difficult to turn on a game and not see a former White Sox player out there 
doing well and contributing. If anything, that made us hungrier for our fans to experience it with quality players in our 
uniform. 
 
“I’m certainly happy for the players that were out there and got that opportunity. But at the same time, I’d be lying if I didn’t 
admit that you also think about the missed opportunity where we didn’t have the chance to have them in the postseason 
while they played for us.”

 
Is Avi Time coming to an end on the South Side? 
By Tim Goldrick / NBC Sports Chicago | Nov. 15, 2017  
 
After posting career numbers in 2017, Avisail Garcia is already attracting trade suitors this offseason. 
 
According to the San Francisco Chronicle's John Shea, the Oakland A's have interest in acquiring the outfielder, who 
would fill the team's need for a right-handed bat.  
 
The buzz should come as no surprise given Garcia produced a slash line of .330/.380/.506 in his breakout campaign, 
where he was also named the lone representative for the rebuilding Sox at the All-Star Game.  
 
Now the question centers on whether GM Rick Hahn, whose phone constantly stays buzzing, sees the 26-year-old as a 
piece for the future or trade bait. Heading into winter meetings, Hahn reiterated that he would listen to deals involving 
Garcia and Jose Abreu, especially considering the South Siders are likely still a few years away from seriously competing 
in the American League.  
 
With Garcia under club control until 2019 and his value at its peak, now may be the ideal time for Hahn to sell high and 
stockpile even more prospects for the already talent-rich farm system. The A's currently have four players in MLB 
Pipeline's Top 100.  
 



It may be Avi Time in Oakland. 

 
All signs point to White Sox's Eloy Jimenez being gem of Jose Quintana trade 
By Chris Kuc / Chicago Tribune | Nov. 15, 2017  
 
There was no hint of wistfulness in Jed Hoyer’s voice when discussing the subject of Eloy Jimenez during an interview 
session at the general managers meetings. 
 
The Cubs GM, however, did use the word “expensive” four times in the first 15 seconds while answering a question about 
including Jimenez — one of the top young talents in baseball who currently is tearing up the Dominican Winter League — 
in the stunning July 13 trade that sent left-hander Jose Quintana from the White Sox to the North Side. 
 
At the time, the Cubs needed a proven starter and the rebuilding Sox needed … everything. 
 
“Pitching is expensive — especially Top 20-level pitching is expensive,” Hoyer said while justifying the inclusion of 
Jimenez in the trade. “The free-agent market is expensive in dollars and the trade market is expensive in cost. That’s just 
the nature of it.” 
 
The Cubs didn’t make out poorly in the deal that also netted the Sox three other prospects, including pitcher Dylan Cease. 
The Cubs gained a front-end starter under team control through the 2020 season who helped the team reach the National 
League Championship Series before it bowed out to the Dodgers. 
 
“We don’t make the playoffs last year without Quintana,” Hoyer said. “He was a big factor for us and he’s going to be a big 
factor for us going forward. Eloy is a great talent and a great kid and we loved having him but those are the decisions we 
have to make.” 
 
There is a long way to go in Jimenez’s development, but early returns indicate the Sox plucked a potential star from the 
Cubs. After starting his Sox career batting .345 with eight home runs, 26 RBIs and a .682 slugging percentage in 29 
games with advanced Class A Winston-Salem, Jimenez was promoted to Double-A Birmingham where he hit .353 with 
three homers and seven RBIs in 18 games. 
 
Jimenez now is finishing his season in the Dominican Winter League. The soon-to-be-21-year-old was leading the league 
in hitting (.369), homers (four), RBIs (20) and an other-worldly slugging percentage of .692 entering Wednesday’s action. 
 
“In a short period of time in Birmingham he made that ballpark look small and he obviously has had a wonderful stay in 
winter ball,” Sox GM Rick Hahn said. “We’ll see him in big-league camp (at spring training) and I’m sure he’s going to 
continue to open eyes and impress not just on the field but (with) his work ethic and how he goes about his business. For 
a 21-year-old who has less than a month above Class A ball, it’s reasonable to have a development plan that has him in 
Double-A for the entire season next year. And if he does, well, that’s a very fine year and age appropriate. That said, the 
good ones have a way of sort of forcing your hand on it.” 
 
Jimenez had his sights set on making the Cubs’ roster last season and will have that same goal when he attends Sox 
training camp beginning in February. Hahn said Wednesday as the meetings were wrapping up that Jimenez will be 
added to the 40-man roster and be among a group of youngsters looking to impress the Sox’s hierarchy in Glendale, Ariz. 
 
“He certainly is going into camp with the expectation in his mind that he’s going to make our team, which is great,” Hahn 
said. “Frankly, we want all guys in camp to go about their business as if they’re making the team even though in reality the 
vast majority of them aren’t.” 
 
There is work to be done on Jimenez’s game and seasoning in the minors would go a long way toward smoothing out the 
rough edges. 
 
“He needs more repetition at a higher level with pitchers who have a little nastier stuff, a little bit farther off the plate, guys 
who are setting him up a little bit and seeing how he adjusts to what they’re trying to do to get him out,” Hahn said. “As he  
progresses up the chain it’s going to get a little more difficult for him and it will be good to see how he reacts to that.” 
 
Hahn indicated that attitude-wise, Jimenez is already ready for the big leagues. 
 
“The biggest lockbox whenever you make an acquisition, whether it’s in the draft or international or via trade, is what 
you’re getting from a makeup standpoint,” Hahn said. “Our scouts do a tremendous job digging and getting as much 
background information as they can on a guy’s makeup but until you actually have him on campus and see how he works 
and goes about his business day in and day out you don’t really know. We certainly had positive reports on really all four 



players in the Quintana deal but I don’t think we fully appreciated the magnetic element of Eloy’s personality and how well 
he plays in the clubhouse and how diligent he is about his work.”

 
White Sox expected to add Eloy Jimenez to 40-man roster 
By Chris Kuc / Chicago Tribune | Nov. 15, 2017  
 
White Sox general manager Rick Hahn said he had “a lot of conversations” with fellow GMs and agents the past three 
days in Orlando and the groundwork has been laid on potential deals that will shape the 2018 roster. 
 
“Traditionally, this week is mostly about following up on preliminary conversations and laying the groundwork for more 
specific ones in the coming weeks,” Hahn said Wednesday as the GM meetings wrapped up. “It definitely was productive 
along those lines. In terms of whether we’re closer to making any moves, we probably are simply from the standpoint of 
we are getting deeper into the offseason. I wouldn’t say we have anything exactly on the doorstep as we sit here today.” 
 
The Sox aren’t expected to be as active on the trade or free-agent front as recent off-seasons but there are several areas 
Hahn will address, including acquiring a veteran starting pitcher. With the status of left-hander Carlos Rodon in question 
following shoulder surgery in late September and the prospect of having rookies Lucas Giolito, Reynaldo Lopez and 
Carson Fulmer joining veteran James Shields in the rotation, the addition of a seasoned hurler ranks near to the top of 
Hahn’s wish list. 
 
“That’s something we need to continue to explore,” Hahn said. “I think that’s the kind of thing that doesn’t really fully 
manifest itself until later in the winter. Obviously, with us intending to err on the side of caution with Carlos and not 
knowing exactly whether he’s going to be back come opening day or if it’s going to take the full eight months until June, 
much less having three young guys projected for the rotation, having another veteran-type arm available would seem to 
make some sense.” 
 
The Sox went that route last season with veterans Miguel Gonzalez, Derek Holland and Mike Pelfrey and were able to flip 
Gonzalez to the Rangers at the trade deadline. Expect Hahn & Co. to look for similar pitchers of that ilk. 
 
“There are a lot of different options and varying levels of risk, to be honest,” Hahn said. “Sometimes you’re dealing with 
some checkered injury past or some performance issues. Really, it’s just a matter of getting with our scouts and our 
analysts and the agents and trying to find out what’s the best fit to get a guy who can help not only us but (being) all 
candid, a guy looking to rebuild some of his value perhaps and sees an opportunity with us to do that.” 
 
It’s likely the Sox would acquire a veteran pitcher through free agency and not via a trade. 
 
Hahn also said adding a veteran catcher to the mix of Omar Narvaez and Kevan Smith “is something we’ve talked about.” 
 
“We certainly feel good about … the progress that both of them have made in the past year and we know that both of 
them work well with our staff,” Hahn said. “At the same time, we’re not going to close off any options that might not only 
perhaps make us better in the short term but also enhance the development of some of the young guys … who will be at 
the big-league levels. We’re not going to close off any options. There are a couple of intriguing names out there on the 
market and we’ll take a look at all of them.” 
 
Meanwhile, the Sox are expected to add top prospect Eloy Jimenez to the 40-man roster and bring the slugging outfielder 
to spring training. Hahn also indicated that non-roster invitees to camp are likely to include Luis Robert, Micker Adolfo and 
Jake Burger.

 
White Sox’s Biggest Revelation About Eloy Jimenez Since Acquiring Him? ‘Magnetic Personality’ 
By CBS Chicago | Nov. 15, 2017  
 
(CBS) Like many clubs, the White Sox value a player’s character as they assess the market, be it via trade, free agency 
or the draft. 
 
The catch is there’s only so much a team can project when the said player isn’t around the team facilities and personnel 
on a daily basis. Which is why general manager Rick Hahn has gleefully praised 20-year-old outfielder Eloy Jimenez, the 
centerpiece of the deal that sent left-hander Jose Quintana to the Cubs in July. 
 
The White Sox knew they were getting a ballplayer and nice youngster. What they didn’t realize is how other quickly other 
players would be drawn to Jimenez the person. 
 



“The biggest black box whenever you make an acquisition, whether it’s in the draft or international or via trade, is what 
you’re getting from a makeup standpoint,” Hahn said at the GM Meetings in Orlando. “Our scouts do a terrific job digging 
and getting as much background information as they can on a guy’s makeup. But until you actually have him on campus 
and see how he works and how he goes about his business day in and day out, you don’t really know. We certainly had 
positive reports on really all four players in the Quintana deal, but I don’t think we fully appreciated the magnetic element 
of Eloy’s personality and how well he plays in the clubhouse and how diligent he is about his work.” 
 
In 2017, Jimenez hit .312 with 19 homers, 65 RBIs, 44 extra-bases hits and a .947 in 89 games across high Class-A and 
Double-A, where he ended the season. Hahn confirmed that Jimenez will join the White Sox in spring training next 
February. When he does, he’ll do so with one goal in mind. 
 
“He’s certainly going into camp with the expectation in his mind that he’s going to make our team, which is great,” Hahn 
said. “Frankly, we want all guys in camp to go about their business as if they’re making the team even though in reality the 
vast majority of them aren’t. But Eloy from a personality standpoint and work ethic standpoint and intelligence standpoint 
has really surpassed what we’d seen on paper from our scouts and what we were able to put together as background 
before we could acquire the player.” 
 
Hahn was then asked if Jimenez had the type of personality and talent that reminded him of former Red Sox star David 
Ortiz, a fellow Dominican Republic native with prodigious power. Hahn paused for a moment. 
 
“Let him be the first Eloy Jimenez instead of the next David Ortiz,” Hahn said. “That said, if he can match him from a ring 
standpoint, that’d be a positive. That’d be a nice step and standard to emulate.”

 
 


