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Padres drop Bryan 
Mitchell's debut to Rockies 
Kevin Acee 

Bryan Mitchell was married in early December, traded a week later and celebrated the New Year 
while on his honeymoon. 

Then came spring training, and he stayed behind in Arizona a few extra days to pitch a minor-
league game in order to stay on track for his first regular-season start. 

He arrived in San Diego late Wednesday, the first time he’d stepped foot in America’s Finest 
City. 

On Monday night, the 26-year-old right-hander made his Padres debut, the start to a new 
chapter in a career that has literally been up and down to this point. 

Through the five innings he lasted, it was a rough introduction. 

Mitchell was welcomed to the National League and his first full-time gig as a major league 
starter by the Colorado Rockies, a team that hits really well. 

They hit Mitchell well enough to get well on their way to a 7-4 victory that doomed the Padres to 
their first four-game losing streak at the start of a season since 1994. 

“It comes down to executing pitches,” Mitchell said. “It’s a pretty good lineup, and if your 
missing over the plate as much as I did, you’re going to run into a few hits.” 

The first batter Mitchell faced was Charlie Blackmon, who won the National League batting title 
in 2017. He doubled down the left field line. 

The second batter was D.J. LeMahieu, who won the National League batting title in 2016. His 
single put runners at the corners. 

The third batter was Nolan Arenado, who has won three straight Silver Slugger Awards as the 
major league’s top-hitting third baseman. He lined out to left, scoring Blackmon. 

Mitchell would escape having allowed just the one run. 

By night’s end, he would allow five of them – and a hit (or two) to all but two of the batters in 
Colorado’s lineup. 

As he did in the spring, he struggled with his out pitch – a super-spinning curve. 

Asked Mitchell’s recipe for success, manager Andy Green said, “It's attack. It's get ahead. It's rip 
that curveball – not try to guide it into the strike zone. It's a heck of a pitch when he trusts it, and 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/national-league-15007002-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/colorado-rockies-ORSPT000010-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/charlie-blackmon-PESPT0015117-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/dj-lemahieu-PESPT0015348-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/nolan-arenado-PESPT0016702-topic.html
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when he tries to guide it you see the (velocity) drop. When it's at its best, in the past with 
the Yankees, it's 84-87. Today, you saw it a lot at 78-80 and a couple up to 83. He needs that 
pitch. It's a pitch that's a weapon for him, and without that weapon he's trying to navigate a lot 
of really good hitters.” 

Mitchell, who has said his curve is always the last of his repertoire to come around each season, 
declined any suggestion of an excuse due to who he faced. 

“I was just missing too many pitches,” he said. “That’s really all it boils down to. I was convicted 
on the pitches I was throwing. I just missed over the plate too much. … I had a tough time 
getting that curveball for a strike dep in the zone. I’ll have to work on that moving forward.” 

The Padres tried to keep Mitchell in the game. 

Wil Myers’ home run on the first pitch he saw in the bottom of the first tied the game 1-1. It was 
Myers’ ninth hit in 17 at-bats against Rockies’ starter Chad Bettis. Myers would in the second 
inning miss a grand slam by about three feet. 

The worst loss of the night might prove to be Myers, who left after playing the top of the fifth 
inning with a triceps muscle injury near his elbow. 

In allowing at least a run in three of the five innings he pitched and never getting through an 
inning without allowing a hit, Mitchell learned there is slim margin for error when pitching 
against the Rockies, who have led the NL in hitting the past two seasons. 

Mitchell missed his spots just enough often enough and continually fell behind in counts. 

A leadoff walk to LeMahieu started a two-run third inning that featured back-to-back RBI hits 
by Carlos Gonzalez and Ian Desmond. 

The Padres scored another run – on doubles by Eric Hosmer and Carlos Asuaje – but left the 
bases loaded again in the bottom of the third, this time with Mitchell making the third out. 

Ian Desmond’s two-run home run in the fifth would give the Rockies a 5-2 lead. 

Mitchell threw 94 pitches (just 49 strikes) and did not strike out any of the 25 batters he faced. 

Jordan Lyles came on in the sixth and pitched three scoreless innings before Kyle McGrath 
allowed back-to-back home runs to Blackmon and LeMahieu in the ninth. 

Cory Spangenberg’s homer leading off the ninth and Jose Pirela’s RBI triple with two outs 
provided the Padres’ final two runs. 

The Padres will likely be patient with Mitchell, as he learns how to make adjustments in his first 
opportunity to start in the majors on a regular basis. 

Mitchell was acquired in the Dec. 12 trade that sent Jabari Blash to the Yankees and 
brought Chase Headley back to San Diego and was immediately told he’d be in the rotation. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/new-york-yankees-ORSPT000205-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sports/padres/sd-sp-padres-wil-myers-elbow-0402-story.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/carlos-gonzalez-PESPT000010068-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/ian-desmond-PESPT000010007-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/eric-hosmer-PESPT0015306-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/jordan-lyles-PESPT0015364-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/cory-spangenberg--PESPT000011621-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/chase-headley-PESPT000010105-topic.html
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“He’s a guy we felt like ultimately needed an opportunity,” General Manager A.J. Preller said 
during the spring. 

Mitchell didn’t really get that with the Yankees. 

Prior to Monday, he was 1-4 with a 3.76 ERA as a starter. 

Over parts of four seasons with the Yankees, he pitched in 48 games (just nine starts) and made 
the drive between New York and Triple-A Scranton/Wilkes Barre almost two dozen times. He 
was a starter in the minors but was often called up to make a relief appearance or two before 
being sent down. 

He exchanged that uncertainty, just like he exchanged the apartment with the view of the 
Hudson River for one with a view of the San Diego Bay. 

And now he has been introduced. 

Said Mitchell: “I just got to get in the routine again and keep working on the next start.” 
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Wil Myers leaves Monday's 
game with another injury 
Kevin Acee 

Wil Myers stood in front of his locker, holding his right arm, bent at a 90-degree angle, dejection 
all over his face. 

“I don’t think this is anything long-term, but it just kind of caught me today,” he said of the 
inflammation in his triceps near the elbow that forced him from Monday’s 7-4 loss to the 
Colorado Rockies. “… Hopefully I come back tomorrow, and hopefully it’s gone.” 

The bravado wasn’t all that convincing. 

Myers had X-rays and an ultrasound, which revealed no structural damage. 

But here is why he left Monday’s game in the middle of the fifth inning, after hitting a solo home 
run in the second inning and missing a grand slam by maybe three feet in the third: 

“It got to the point where I felt I couldn’t make a good enough throw to get the ball back in.” 

Myers said he missed one game with a similar issue last year, “but this is worse.” 

It has been a maddening few days for Myers, who left Saturday’s game with back tightness after 
hitting singles in his final two at-bats. 

“It’s very frustrating,” he said “I worked super hard this offseason to play every day, not to come 
out of any games. It’s been tough for that.” 

Myers gained 20 pounds in the offseason, spent several sessions with a sports psychologist in an 
effort to better deal with the ups and downs of a full season and also got contacts to help better 
the vision in his left eye. 

“We'll see how he responds and how he feels coming into tomorrow,” manager Andy Green said, 
not nearly as certain about Myers’ status as he had been when his right fielder left Saturday’s 
game. 

Should Myers need to go on the disabled list, it would be a heavy blow, especially considering he 
is striking the ball so well. 

It would, however, make for an easy solution to the need to add pitcher Tyson Ross to the 25-
man roster prior to Tuesday night’s start. 

 

  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-kevin-acee-staff.html#nt=byline
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A lot familiar as Tyson Ross 
prepares to rejoin Padres 
rotation 
Jeff Sanders  

The same No. 38 jersey he wore as an All-Star in 2014 was awaiting Tyson Ross when he walked 
into the Petco Park clubhouse Monday. It was hanging in his old locker. The stuff, 
the Padres believe, looks awfully familiar, too. 

They’ll start to find out for sure Tuesday. The 30-year-old Ross will start against a familiar 
manager – Bud Black – in hopes of revitalizing a career that slipped off the rails as Padres 
manager Andy Green’s opening day starter in 2016. 

 “I'm thrilled to see him back – I'm thrilled to see him back pitching well,” Green said Monday 
afternoon. “… This guy worked incredibly hard to fight back from the shoulder injury and 
surgery and his stuff is back. His stuff is really good. Last year, he was searching for himself and 
he kept stepping on the rubber every time, giving everything he absolutely had. 

“Now he's found himself again. I'm glad it's in a Padres uniform.” 

Invited to camp on a minor league deal, Ross all but won a job in the rotation when he limited 
the Dodgers to a run on one hit and two walks in four innings in his final start on a Cactus 
League mound. He stretched out to six innings in his ensuing appearances on back fields and 
will be officially added to the 40- and 25-man rosters ahead of Tuesday’s start. His deal calls for 
a $1.75 million base salary while in the majors. 

“I cherish any day I can put on a big league uniform,” Ross said. “I missed about 15 months 
between 2016 and getting back with Texas late in the year last year. I know how fortunate you 
are to be able to play this game and have doing it.” 

The Padres non-tendered Ross after he underwent a procedure to correct thoracic outlet 
syndrome, the answer to the shoulder issue that sidelined Ross after he allowed eight runs in 5 
1/3 innings in the 2016 opener. He subsequently signed with the Rangers, made his way to the 
majors in June and posted a 7.11 ERA over 49 innings as his mid-90s fastball felicity slipped to 
91-92 mph. 

His stuff has been much crisper this spring, although Ross acknowledged Monday that the 
journey back toward the form he showed in the prime of his career will be a season-long process. 

The first step is Tuesday. 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/tyson-ross-PESPT000010386-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/bud-black-PESPT0000011510-topic.html
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“You’re always trying to sharpen things throughout the year,” Ross said. “This spring training I 
didn’t have a great feel for my sinker yet. Hopefully that starts to come over the next few starts. 
Once I get that pitch going it’s going to be another weapon to use.” 

Torrens to Lake Elsinore 
As a Rule 5 pick, catcher Luis Torrens spent all of 2017 with the big league club. To start 2018, 
the 21-year-old catcher is bouncing all the way back to high Single-A Lake Elsinore for what will 
be his first season in an advanced A-ball league. 

Torrens’ climb in the Yankees system had topped out at low Single-A Charleston when the 
Padres dropped him on their major league roster. He had only 139 plate appearances last year – 
and only 55 after the All-Star break – but impressed the organization nonetheless. 

“Yeah, there were growing pains and he had to go through them,” Green said, “but if that guy 
gets down and grinds out a minor league season and stays at it all year he’s going to get better 
and better and better.” 

To date, Torrens – who missed all of 2015 with a torn labrum in his shoulder – hasn’t had 250 
plate appearances in a single season since 2014. Regular at-bats in the California League will 
only help a bat with more potential than he showed while fashioning a .446 OPS last year. The 
same can be said for regular innings after starting 2017 as one of four catchers on the Padres 
roster. 

“I love the way he sees the baseball from an offensive perspective,” Green said. “For us, continue 
to work on the framing. Continue to work on the blocking. He was throwing really well in spring 
training. There's a lot of things to like.” 

Extra bases 

• RHPDinelson Lamet has undergone testing and imaging of the flexor strain in his right 
forearm, but the team is opting not to disclose the results. There is no update to his status 
other than he has yet to resume throwing. Said Green: “We're going to continue to wait 
and let that play out before we talk formally about it. You can talk all day about how a guy 
feels on a given day. It doesn't really mean anything until he starts progressing back 
toward throwing and we're still in the phase where he's not throwing.” 

• C Austin Hedges was scratched from the lineup when he reported stiffness in his upper 
back before batting practice. “Hopefully he’s back out there tomorrow,” Green said. 
Hedges was replaced by A.J. Ellis, who was to make his Padres debut. Meanwhile, 
RF Wil Myers returned from the sore back that knocked him out of Friday’s game and 
relegated him to the bench Saturday. 

 

  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/new-york-yankees-ORSPT000205-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/wil-myers-PESPT0015429-topic.html
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Urias, Lauer starting year in 
El Paso 
Jeff Sanders 

Luis Urias and Eric Lauer are officially one step away from San Diego. 

The Padres prospects – ranked No. 3 and No. 13, respectively, by MLB.com – will open the 
season at Triple-A El Paso, the Chihuahuas announced on Monday. Other prospects beginning 
the season in the Pacifici Coast League who are ranked in the top-30 by MLB.com includes 
right-handed reliever Trey Wingenter (No. 21). 

The 20-year-old Urias led the Double-A Texas League in on-base percentage and was an All-Star 
for the Missions while hitting .296/.398/.380 with three homers and 38 RBIs in 118 games. 

Lauer, 22, starred in his first big league camp after shooting from the California League, where 
he was a midseason All-Star to the missions last year. Combined, he went 6-8 with a 3.30 ERA, 
132 strikeouts and a 1.25 WHIP in 122 2/3 innings in his first full year in the organization. 

The 23-year-old Wingenter went saved 20 games for the missions last year while posting a 2.45 
ERA and 64 strikeouts in 47 2/3 innings. 

The Chihuahuas’ entire roster is below. 

PITCHERS (12) 

• RHP Jonathan Aro (27) 
• LHP Buddy Baumann (30) 
• RHP Colten Brewer (25) 
• RHP Chris Huffman (25) 
• RHP Brett Kennedy (23) 
• LHP Eric Lauer (22) 
• RHP Kyle Lloyd (27) 
• RHP Walker Lockett (23) 
• RHP Michael Mariot (29) 
• RHP Phil Maton (25) 
• RHP Trey Wingenter (23) 
• RHP Eric Yardley (27) 
• CATCHERS (2) 
• Raffy Lopez (30) 
• Stephen McGee (27) 

INFIELDERS (5) 

• Dusty Coleman (30) 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/san-diego-padres-ORSPT000024-topic.html
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• Allen Craig (33) 
• Diego Goris (27) 
• Javy Guerra (22) 
• Luis Urias (20) 

OUTFIELDERS (4) 

• Travis Jankowski (26) 
• Shane Peterson (30) 
• Franmil Reyes (22) 
• Nick Schulz (26) 

 

  

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/allen-craig-PESPT000009985-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/javier-guerra-PESPT0015274-topic.html
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/travis-jankowski-PESPT0015810-topic.html
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Ona, Morejon highlight 
Storm's opening roster 
Jeff Sanders  

Including overage taxes, the Padres spent upwards of $80 million on the 2016-2017 
international free agent class. Three of those Cuban investments – left-hander Adrian Morejon 
($11 million), outfielder Jorge Ona ($7 million) and right-hander Ronald Bolanos ($2 million) – 
are starting this season at high Single-A Lake Elsinore. 

A fourth Cuban prospect from that class, right-hander Michel Baez ($11 million), could also start 
the year in the California League later this month. A back injury in December is delaying his 
start to the season as he builds his workload in extended spring training. 

Baez is the third-ranked prospects in the system, according to MLB.com. Other top-30 prospects 
starting the season with the Storm are Morejon (No. 6), third baseman Hudson Potts (No. 17), 
Ona (No. 18), outfielder Edward Oliveras (No. 20), right-hander Pedro Avila (No. 26) and right-
hander David Bednar (No. 28). 

Also, catcher Luis Torrens – who spent all of 2017 in the majors as a Rule 5 pick – will start the 
season in Lake Elsinore. 

The Storm’s entire opening day roster is below: 

PITCHERS (13) 

• RHP Elliot Ashbeck 
• RHP Pedro Avila 
• RHP Lake Bachar 
• RHP David Bednar 
• RHP Ronald Bolanos 
• RHP Reggie Lawson 
• LHP Adrian Morejon 
• RHP Emmanuel Ramirez 
• RHP Gerardo Reyes 
• RHP Hansel Rodriguez 
• RHP Blake Rogers 
• RHP Austin Smith 
• RHP Dauris Valdez 

CATCHERS (2) 

• Marcus Greene 
• Luis Torrens 

http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/sdut-jeff-sanders-staff.html#nt=byline
http://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/topic/sports/baseball/spring-training-EVSPR000065-topic.html
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INFIELDERS (6) 

• Nate Easley 
• Ruddy Giron 
• Kelvin Melean 
• Hudson Potts 
• Eguy Rosario 
• Brad Zunica 

OUTFIELDERS (4) 

• Taylor Kohlwey 
• Edward Oliveras 
• Jorge Ona 
• Buddy Reed 
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Lin: Bryan Mitchell's clunker of a debut 

adds pressure to the Padres' strained 

rotation 
By Dennis Lin  

 

Through four games, the Padres have amassed more injuries than victories. They added two of the former 

on Monday. 

Before their game against the Rockies, catcher Austin Hedges was scratched because of upper back 

tightness. After the fifth inning, right fielder Wil Myers, who departed Friday’s contest with lower back 

stiffness, exited with what he characterized as triceps inflammation. Both Hedges and Myers will undergo 

re-evaluation on Tuesday. 

In the meantime, the Padres have been relegated to highlighting minor triumphs, footnotes amid their first 

0-4 start since 1994. Monday’s ledger of positives included an early home run by Myers, a late swat by 

Cory Spangenberg, multi-hit performances for Eric Hosmer and Carlos Asuaje, and long reliever Jordan 

Lyles’ three scoreless innings. 

Lyles had entered the game because Bryan Mitchell’s first impression fell well short of the cut. The 

newcomer followed a patience-testing start by Luis Perdomo with a clunker of a debut. His curveball, 

a primary reason for his December acquisition, did not play well enough to be a second, a third or even a 

fourth option. 

Mitchell threw 94 pitches, only 49 of which were strikes. He issued three walks, failed to record a 

strikeout and yielded five runs over as many innings. Of the 20 curveballs he flipped toward the plate, one 

landed for a called strike. None of the other 19 induced a swing-and-miss. 

“That’s a pretty good lineup,” Mitchell said after a 7-4 loss. “If you’re missing as much as I did, you’re 

going to run into a few hits.” 

  

When Mitchell harnesses his top secondary pitch, manager Andy Green has said, the high-spin hammer is 

“as good a curveball as you’ll see in Major League Baseball.” The caveat at the beginning of that sentence 

cannot be ignored. The Yankees, a smartly-run franchise, surrendered Mitchell’s potential along with four 

years of control when they dealt the right-hander and Chase Headley to San Diego. 

Afforded sporadic opportunity, Mitchell never captured sustained success in New York. The Padres 

posited that a change of scenery and a secure role would facilitate an awakening. An uneven spring and 

one regular-season start suggest that significant patience will be required. If Perdomo is on notice, 

Mitchell is still in the experiment phase. 

Speaking before Monday’s game, Green noted that, throughout the spring, Mitchell had struggled to find 

his best pitch. He was hit hard, even by Cactus League standards. A lack of feel contributed to an 8.25 

ERA across four starts. Prior to Mitchell’s official introduction to San Diego, the coaching staff exhorted 

him to aggressively spin his curveball into the strike zone. 

Against Colorado, he missed his target time and again. The Rockies gazed at those misfires and, often 

operating ahead in the count, crushed others. 

https://theathletic.com/author/200369
https://theathletic.com/296178/2018/04/01/padres-starting-to-lose-patience-with-the-talented-but-inconsistent-luis-perdomo/
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“Not a lot of first-pitch strikes,” Green said. “Really struggled to find the curveball. … It’s a heck of a 

pitch when he trusts it, and when he tries to guide it you see the velo drop. When it’s at its best, in the past 

with the Yankees, it’s 84-87 [mph]. Today, you saw it a lot at 78-80 and a couple up to 83. He needs that 

pitch. It’s a pitch that’s a weapon for him, and without that weapon he’s trying to navigate a lot of really 

good hitters.” 

There might be differing perceptions regarding ideal velocity. When Mitchell is at his best, the pitcher 

said, his curveball sits in the 81-83 mph range. Statcast measured Monday’s average speed at 81.1 mph. 

On this, though, Mitchell could agree: He did not deploy his curveball with any sort of precision. His 

sharpest weapon was rendered the opposite. 

“Traditionally, that’s always kind of the last pitch to show up,” he said. “It’s just kind of an arm-speed 

thing in spring. I mean, it’s there, it’s sharp. I have the expanded curveball [out of the strike zone]. I can 

throw that whenever I want. You’ve just got to be able throw it for strikes, or they’re just going to spit on 

it.” 

Unlike Perdomo, Mitchell is out of minor-league options. The Padres have settled in for a prolonged 

experiment. In the early going, the science behind a potential solution seems straightforward. 

“It’s always been my best pitch,” Mitchell said of his curveball. “… I’ve just got to throw it more.” 

The path to a competent rotation appears more muddled. Through four games, Padres starting pitchers 

have yielded 14 runs in 20 2/3 innings. Earlier Monday, in what felt like a less-than-positive sign, Green 

said the team was not ready to provide an update on the status of Dinelson Lamet, arguably San 

Diego’s top starter. Lamet, who left his final spring outing with elbow pain, has received an MRI, but 

Green did not share the results of that scan. Tuesday night, the Padres will turn to Tyson Ross, a former 

All-Star whose last two seasons were spoiled by injury and rehabilitation. 
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Hosmer's hitting can't propel Padres past Rox 
Friars drop to 0-4; Mitchell allows five runs in debut 
By AJ Cassavell MLB.com @AJCassavell 
1:04 AM ET 
 

SAN DIEGO -- Their big-name newcomer is certainly doing his part, but despite two more 
doubles from Eric Hosmer on Monday night, the Padres fell to their first 0-4 start since 1994 
with a series-opening 7-4 loss to the Rockies at Petco Park. 

It may have come with an additional cost, too. After homering in the first inning and nearly doing 
so again in the second, right fielder Wil Myers exited with right triceps soreness. The club did 
not sound optimistic that Myers would be back in the lineup for Tuesday's game. 

It was salt in the wound after another disheartening loss. Right-hander Bryan Mitchell was 
roughed up for five runs over five innings, and the rest of the Padres offense continued to 
struggle. 

"Early in the season, as players, we're looking to get our firsts -- first hit, first homer, all of that 
stuff -- out of the way," Hosmer said. "Right now, it's a bunch of guys wanting to get that first 
win, maybe trying to do a little too much. That's how it goes. 

"Guys want it in here. Sometimes in baseball, you've got to dial it back instead of dialing it up. 
We've just got to get that first one out of the way, and I think that'll blow a lot of steam off." 

Hosmer went 2-for-4 with a walk and became the first Padres hitter to double four times in the 
team's first four games. He's hitting .375 through four games with all six of his hits going to the 
opposite field. 

"When I tend to be going good, I'm hitting the ball hard to the left side," Hosmer said. 

Hosmer scored in the third inning on an RBI double from Carlos Asuaje, who also had two hits 
on Monday, as the Padres cut the Rockies' lead to 3-2. They wouldn't get any closer.d, 2018 

Mitchell, acquired in the December deal that also netted Chase Headley, struggled mightily in 
his first start for his new club. He allowed multiple baserunners in all five of his laborious innings. 
Mitchell did notch his first Major League hit, though. 

"It comes down to executing pitches," Mitchell said. "That's a pretty good lineup, and if you're 
missing as much as I did, you're going to run into a few hits." 

. 2nd, 2018 

Ian Desmond delivered the game's pivotal blow in the fifth inning, launching a two-run homer to 
center field. Desmond isn't exactly a welcome face here at Petco Park, where he's homered five 
times and knocked in 13 runs in 11 games for the Rockies. 

Mitchell, who allowed eight hits, walked three and threw just 49 of his 94 pitches for strikes. The 
Padres have raved about the potential of his curveball, but Mitchell couldn't seem to locate it on 
Monday night. 

https://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
http://m.mlb.com/player/543333/eric-hosmer
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/c-270575174
http://m.mlb.com/player/571951/bryan-mitchell
http://m.mlb.com/player/641319/carlos-asuaje
http://m.mlb.com/player/452104/chase-headley
http://m.mlb.com/player/435622/ian-desmond
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"It's rip that curveball, not try to guide it into the strike zone," Padres manager Andy Green said. 
"It's a heck of a pitch when he trusts it. ... He needs that pitch. It's a weapon for him." 

. 2nd, 2018 

Right-hander Jordan Lyles followed with three scoreless innings of relief, before Kyle 
McGrathsurrendered back-to-back homers to Charlie Blackmon and DJ LeMahieu in the 
ninth. 

MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Slam robbery: The Padres loaded the bases in the second for Myers, who had homered in the 
first. He sent another deep drive to center, but this time Blackmon tracked it down, making an 
impressive leaping grab just in front of the wall. San Diego left the sacks full in the third, too. 

Easy as 1-2-3: Facing the top of the Padres' order in the fourth, Bettis worked a 2-2 count 
on Manuel Margot before striking him out with a slider. Bettis recorded the next two outs on two 
pitches. The seven-pitch frame sent a fatigued Mitchell right back to the hill, and he promptly 
surrendered Desmond's two-run homer. 

QUOTABLE 
"It's very frustrating. I worked super hard this offseason to play every day, not to come out of 
any games. It's been tough, but it is what it is. You just keep moving forward and hope to get 
better." -- Myers, on his triceps injury 

Spangen-blast 
Earlier this week, Green noted that he preferred to ride the hot hand at third base, where the 
Padres currently have three different options. Right now, the hot hand is Cory Spangenberg. 
He went deep for the second time in three games this season, a ninth-inning shot that helped 
force the Rockies use their closer, Wade Davis. 

San Diego's other two options at the hot corner, Headley and Christian Villanueva, have 
combined to go 0-for-13 with six strikeouts this season, though the right-handed-hitting 
Villanueva could get the call on Tuesday with left-hander Kyle Freeland on the mound. 

. 2nd, 2018 

WHAT'S NEXT 
The last time Tyson Ross made a start in San Diego was Opening Day 2016. He sustained a 
shoulder injury and would miss the remainder of the season. After struggling for Texas last year, 
Ross is back with the Padres and will pitch Tuesday night against Colorado at 7:10 p.m. PT. 

 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/543475/jordan-lyles
http://m.mlb.com/player/657681/kyle-mcgrath
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Myers exits with triceps soreness after 1st HR 
Right fielder downplays issue, which came up during batting practice 
By AJ Cassavell MLB.com @AJCassavell 
Apr. 2nd, 2018 
 

SAN DIEGO -- Wil Myers made an immediate impact upon his reintroduction to the Padres' 
lineup Monday night at Petco Park, but his return -- and the good vibes surrounding it -- were 
short-lived. 

Myers homered in his first at-bat after missing Saturday's game with back tightness. But the 
Padres right fielder exited after the fifth inning with triceps soreness that he said made it difficult 
for him to throw the ball back to the infield. 

After the game -- a 7-4 loss to the Rockies -- Myers underwent X-rays and an ultrasound, and 
the results came back negative. The extent of the injury remains unclear. 

"It's very frustrating," Myers said. "I worked super hard this offseason to play every day, not to 
come out of any games. It's been tough, but it is what it is. You just keep moving forward and 
hope to get better." 

Myers said the injury arose during batting practice, but it wasn't serious enough to ask out of the 
lineup. It worsened when he was forced to make a couple throws to the infield. In the fifth inning, 
Myers' discomfort became plainly visible in right field, as he held his throwing arm at an angle 
over his chest. 

Afterward, Padres manager Andy Green wasn't especially confident Myers would be in the 
lineup Tuesday. The Padres will call up right-hander Tyson Ross before the game, and if Myers 
is expected to miss extended time, he could be moved to the disabled list to clear room. First, 
Myers will be re-evaluated early on Tuesday. 

"We'll see how he responds and how he feels coming into tomorrow," Green said. 

The Padres skipper initially referred to Myers' injury as an elbow issue, though Myers later 
clarified that it was his triceps that was sore. 

It's the second consecutive game Myers has been forced to leave after raking in the early going. 
On Friday, he had two hits before his back began to bark. (Myers believes that back issue is 
squarely behind him.) 

On Monday night, Myers went deep off Rockies right-hander Chad Bettis -- a 109 mph missile 
to the "Beach" section of Petco Park in right-center field. It was his first homer of the season and 
ninth hit in 17 career at-bats against Bettis. 

An inning later, Myers came a foot shy of his second homer. With the bases loaded, he skyed a 
deep drive to straightaway center, where Charlie Blackmon made a leaping grab just in front of 
the wall.. 2nd, 2018 

https://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
https://www.mlb.com/padres/news/ian-desmond-charlie-blackmon-homer-in-win/c-270589500
http://m.mlb.com/player/475115/tyson-ross
http://m.mlb.com/player/518452/chad-bettis
http://m.mlb.com/player/453568/charlie-blackmon
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Many in the organization view this as a critical year for Myers, who has shown flashes of 
excellence with the Padres but has too often fallen into prolonged slumps at the plate. 
Generally, Myers is at his best when he's using the opposite field. Monday's homer was an 
encouraging early sign. 

But that optimism quickly subsided four innings later. 

"Hopefully I come back tomorrow and it's gone," Myers said, echoing the wishful thinking 
throughout the organization. 
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Ross to be Padres' 5th starter, pitch Tuesday 
Hedges scratched due to back tightness; Friars announce Minor League rosters 
By AJ Cassavell MLB.com @AJCassavell 
Apr. 2nd, 2018 
 

SAN DIEGO -- Tyson Ross last started on the Petco Park mound on April 4, 2016. He was 
roughed up by the Dodgers that Opening Day and was then placed on the disabled list with a 
shoulder injury that would force him to miss the remainder of the season. For a one-time All-
Star, it was undoubtedly the roughest stretch in his now eight-year big league career. 

Nearly two years to the day, Ross will set foot on that mound once again. The Padres plan to 
select Ross' contract from the Minors, and he'll serve as their fifth starter, pitching Tuesday's 
game against the Rockies. 

"It was a long road back," said Ross, who arrived in San Diego on Monday afternoon. "I've just 
now started to feel like myself again." 

Ross spent the entire 2016 season attempting to battle back from injury, but he never quite 
made it. He underwent surgery to address thoracic outlet syndrome that October. The Padres 
chose not to tender Ross a contract that winter, and he latched on with the Rangers. 

If 2016 was the roughest season for Ross, the '17 campaign was nearly as much of a grind. He 
posted a 7.71 ERA over 12 appearances before he was released in September. 

"I was pitching, but I wasn't myself," Ross said. "It took a long time. But it came back, and I'm 
thankful it did. I wasn't sure it was going to come back." 

Ross claims he's a different pitcher now, with the benefit of a full offseason of work and 
recovery. His spring results seemed to back that assertion. He posted a 3.00 ERA over five 
Cactus League appearances. 

In short, Ross says he feels like his old self -- the version of himself that posted a 3.07 ERA 
from 2013-15 with San Diego. 

"This guy's worked incredibly hard to fight back from a shoulder injury and surgery," Padres 
manager Andy Green said. "His stuff is back. His stuff is really good. ... He's found himself 
again, glad it's in a Padres uniform." 

Hedges scratched, Myers returns 
One Padre returned from back tightness on Monday, while another was a late scratch for the 
same reason. 

Right fielder Wil Myers was back in the starting lineup after missing Saturday's game with lower 
back tightness that has lingered since the end of Spring Training. 

Meanwhile, catcher Austin Hedges was a late scratch because of upper-back tightness, the 
club said. There's no timetable yet for his return. Hedges was replaced by A.J. Ellis, who made 
his first appearance with the Padres. 

https://www.twitter.com/AJCassavell
http://m.mlb.com/player/475115/tyson-ross
http://m.mlb.com/player/571976/wil-myers
http://m.mlb.com/player/595978/austin-hedges
http://m.mlb.com/player/454560/aj-ellis
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Padres announce Minor League rosters 
Over the past couple days, the Padres' Minor League affiliates announced their Opening Day 
rosters. Among the most notable assignments: 19-year-old shortstop Fernando Tatis Jr. will 
open the season at Double-A San Antonio, while 20-year-old second baseman Luis Urias will 
start at Triple-A El Paso. Lefty starter MacKenzie Gore -- the No. 3 overall selection in last 
June's Draft -- will begin the season at Class A Fort Wayne. 

. 5th, 2018 

Here's a breakdown of where the Padres' healthy Top 30 prospects will begin their Minor 
League seasons: 

Triple-A El Paso: Urias (No. 3), Eric Lauer (No. 13), Jacob Nix (No. 14), Trey Wingenter (No. 
21) 

Double-A San Antonio: Tatis (No. 1), Cal Quantrill (No. 4), Logan Allen (No. 8), Josh 
Naylor (No. 16), Austin Allen (No. 29), Michael Gettys (No. 30) 

Class A Advanced Lake Elsinore: Michel Baez (No. 5), Adrian Morejon (No. 6), Hudson Potts 
(No. 17), Jorge Ona (No. 18), Edward Olivares (No. 20), Chris Paddack (No. 23), Pedro 
Avila (No. 26), David Bednar (No. 28) 

Class A Fort Wayne: Gore (No. 2), Gabriel Arias (No. 11), Esteury Ruiz (No. 12), Tirso 
Ornelas (No. 15), Jeisson Rosario (No. 19), Luis Campusano (No. 24), Mason Thompson (No. 
25) 

Not listed are catcher Luis Torrens and right-hander Miguel Diaz (who spent the 2017 season 
on the Major League roster as Rule 5 picks, negating their prospect status). Torrens will open at 
Lake Elsinore, while Diaz will start in San Antonio. Shortstop Allen Cordoba is on the Major 
League disabled list as he battles back from his concussion. 

 

  

http://m.mlb.com/player/665487/fernando-tatis-jr
http://m.mlb.com/player/649966/luis-urias
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018/#list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/player/641778/eric-lauer
http://m.mlb.com/player/656798/jacob-nix
http://m.mlb.com/player/622259/trey-wingenter
http://m.mlb.com/player/615698/cal-quantrill
http://m.mlb.com/player/663531/logan-allen
http://m.mlb.com/player/647304/josh-naylor
http://m.mlb.com/player/647304/josh-naylor
http://m.mlb.com/player/664119/austin-allen
http://m.mlb.com/player/658668/edward-olivares
http://m.mlb.com/player/663978/chris-paddack
http://m.mlb.com/player/658648/pedro-avila
http://m.mlb.com/player/658648/pedro-avila
http://m.mlb.com/player/665923/esteury-ruiz
http://m.mlb.com/player/620443/luis-torrens
http://m.mlb.com/player/622766/miguel-diaz
http://m.mlb.com/player/642707/allen-cordoba


  

 20 

Ornelas tabbed top breakout prospect for '18. 2n, 

2018 
By Jim Callis, Jonathan Mayo and Mike Rosenbaum MLB.com 
Apr. 2nd, 2018 
 

Some prospects are highly touted heading into a season and then live up to advanced billing. 
Others are a bit more under the radar, either because they are coming off of injuries, haven't 
performed up to expectations or perhaps are just getting started on their pro careers. MLB 
Pipeline selected one of these type of prospects from each organization as a 2018 breakout 
candidate. We might not be talking much about the prospects below now, but they could jump 
on the scene in a big way this season. 

San Diego: Tirso Ornelas, OF (No. 15 on Padres Top 30) 
A product of the Mexico Red City Devils team that netted the Padres Luis Urias and Andres 
Munoz, Ornelas landed a $1.5 million bonus from the Padres in 2016 as part of their massive 
international spending spree. He showed an intriguing blend of present skills and potential 
during his 2017 pro debut by slashing .276/.399/.408 with 17 extra-base hits and a 16.8 percent 
walk rate at age 17 in the Rookie-level Arizona League. 

Listed at 6-foot-4, 180 pounds, Ornelas shows the makings of becoming an impact player with 
his size, athleticism and array of tools. He's an advanced hitter with a fluid but explosive left-
handed swing that produces line-to-line contact and raw power. His patient approach, ability to 
recognize pitches and willingness to take walks all stand out for his age, and he opened eyes 
with his ability to handle center field during his pro debut. 

"We've been very impressed with his athleticism," Padres farm directory Sam Geaney said. 
"He's ready to go to the [Class A] Midwest League. He's very physical and he's improved his 
athleticism since he signed. He's a very intriguing, exciting player for us." 
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Players from top farm system get assignments 
SS Tatis to open season at Double-A San Antonio, LHP Gore at Class A Fort Wayne 
By Bill Center San Diego Padres 
Apr. 2nd, 2018 
 

Shortstop Fernando Tatis Jr., ranked the Padres' No. 1 prospect by MLB Pipeline, will open 
the 2018 season with Double-A San Antonio, while left-handed pitcher MacKenzie Gore will 
start his first full season with Class A Fort Wayne. 

The Padres, whose Minor League organization was ranked No. 1 in baseball recently by MLB 
Pipeline, announced the season-opening rosters for their four full-season Minor League affiliates 
Monday. 

. 4th, 2018 

Triple-A El Paso, which will be seeking a fourth straight division title in the Pacific Coast League, 
will open the season Thursday led by three of the Padres organization's Top 30 prospects -- 
second baseman Luis Urias (ranked No. 3 behind Tatis and Gore), left-handed starting 
pitcher Eric Lauer (No. 13) and right-handed reliever Trey Wingenter (No. 21). 

Double-A San Antonio will have six of the Padres' Top 30 prospects -- Tatis, right-handed 
pitcher Cal Quantrill (No. 4), left-handed pitcher Logan Allen (No. 8), first baseman Josh 
Naylor (No. 16), catcher Austin Allen (No. 29) and center fielder Michael Gettys (No. 30). 

Class A Advanced Lake Elsinore also has six Top 30 prospects -- left-handed starting pitcher 
Adrian Morejon (No. 6), third baseman Hudson Potts (No. 17), outfielders Jorge Ona (No. 18) 
and Edward Olivares (No. 20) right-handed starting pitcher Pedro Avila (No. 26) and right-
handed reliever David Bednar (No. 28). 

Fort Wayne will open with seven Top 30 prospects -- Gore (No. 2), shortstop Gabriel Arias (No. 
11), second baseman Esteury Ruiz (No. 12), outfielders Tirso Ornelas (No. 15) and Jeisson 
Rosario (No. 19), catcher Luis Campusano (No. 24) and right-handed starting pitcher Mason 
Thompson (No. 25). 

The Padres' Nos. 5 (right-handed pitcher Michel Baez) and 7 (right-handed pitcher Anderson 
Espinoza) prospects will remain at the Padres year-round training facility in Arizona to start the 
season. Espinoza will miss the 2018 season following Tommy John surgery. 

\. 30th, 2018 

No. 9 prospect Joey Lucchesi is with the Padres. The left-handed pitcher started the second 
game of the season. No. 10 prospect is outfielder Franchy Cordero, who opened the season 
on the Padres' 10-day disabled list with a groin injury. 

Tatis is ranked MLB Pipeline's No. 8 overall prospect. Gore is No. 19 with Urias (No. 36), 
Quantrill (No. 40), Baez (No. 42), Morejon (No. 50) and Espinoza (No. 89) also on the Top 100 
overall list. 

http://m.mlb.com/player/665487/fernando-tatis-jr
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http://m.mlb.com/player/647304/josh-naylor
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The 19-year-old Tatis finished the 2017 season at San Antonio, where he hit .255 in 14 games. 
Earlier, as an 18-year-old with Fort Wayne, Tatis hit .281 with 26 doubles, seven triples, 21 
homers, 29 stolen bases and 69 RBIs in 117 games. One of the youngest players in the league, 
Tatis led the Midwest League with 75 walks and a .390 on-base percentage. He had a .520 
slugging percentage for a .910 OPS. 

8th, 2018 

Gore, 19, who is ranked the best left-handed pitching prospect by MLB Pipeline, had a 1.27 
ERA in 21 1/3 innings over seven starts for the Arizona Rookie League Padres last summer. He 
was the Padres' first-round pick (third overall) in last June's Draft. 

Urias, 20, hit .296 with a .398 on-base percentage at San Antonio in 2017. Like Tatis, Urias is 
ranked the second-best prospect at his position in the Minor Leagues by MLB Pipeline. Urias 
had 20 doubles, four triples and three homers in 118 games for San Antonio while drawing more 
walks (68) than strikeouts (65). He had a .777 OPS. 

Quantrill, 23, was the Padres' first-round pick (eighth overall) in the 2016 Draft. He ended the 
2017 season at San Antonio, where he had a 4.04 ERA in eight starts. Earlier he had a 3.67 
ERA in 14 starts with Lake Elsinore. 
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Rockies hit 3 home runs to beat winless 
Padres 7-4 
12:11 AM PT 

Associated Press 

 
SAN DIEGO -- It wasn't nerves, just a dose of excitement that had Chad Bettisout of sorts on the 
mound. 
 
But after three shaky innings in his season debut, he righted himself and helped the Colorado 
Rockies beat the winless San Diego Padres 7-4 on Monday night. 
 

"I felt like, honestly, I had expended all that extra adrenaline and I got back to getting my legs under 
me and was able to stand tall on my backside," Bettis said. "Earlier, I was just picking my leg up and 
going." 

Ian Desmond, Charlie Blackmon and DJ LeMahieu homered to power the Rockies. 
"Those guys squared those balls up and they were hit hard," manager Bud Black said. "We had a 
good night offensively." 

Bettis (1-0) allowed two runs and five hits in five innings. Limited to nine major league starts last 
year as he was treated for cancer, the right-hander struck out four and walked four before five 
relievers finished up. 

Wade Davis got one out for his second save. 
"Chad scuffled early a little bit as it just seemed his delivery was a little quick. He wanted to hurry 
it," Black said. 

After a third-inning visit from Black, Bettis got on track. He made an in-game adjustment by slowing 
down and leaning on his curveball. 

"Looking at the pitcher I am now compared to a couple of years ago, those innings would speed up 
on me," he said. "Now I'm able to take a step back and really analyze what's going on and bear down 
and make the pitches." 

His curve not only was effective, but it served another purpose. 

"It's always been my reset pitch mechanically," he said. "If I go too fast it is not competitive." 

Desmond drove in three runs as the Rockies improved to 2-2. 

Wil Myers and Cory Spangenberg homered for the Padres, who dropped to 0-4. Bryan 
Mitchell struggled in his five-inning debut with San Diego. 
Myers exited early with a triceps injury. 

http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31718/chad-bettis
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/col/colorado-rockies
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/col/colorado-rockies
http://www.espn.com/mlb/team/_/name/sd/san-diego-padres
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/29646/ian-desmond
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31084/charlie-blackmon
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/30765/dj-lemahieu
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/28957/wade-davis
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31265/wil-myers
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/32169/cory-spangenberg
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31910/bryan-mitchell
http://www.espn.com/mlb/player/_/id/31910/bryan-mitchell
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"I have some stuff in my triceps and it felt like I couldn't make the throw back into the infield," he 
said. "The throws from the outfield pushed it over the edge." 

Padres manager Andy Green wasn't sure of Myers' status. Myers moved back to the outfield from 
first base this season. 

"We don't have a clear answer," Green said. 

Desmond hit a two-run homer in the fifth and an RBI double in the third to help the Rockies win for 
the 10th time in their last 16 games at Petco Park. Blackmon and LeMahieu added back-to-back solo 
homers in the ninth -- the fourth already for Blackmon this season. 

Mitchell (0-1) gave up five runs, eight hits and three walks. He failed to strike out a batter. 

"He wasn't sharp," Green said. "He couldn't find his curve. He had chances to minimize innings and 
escape out of innings and he didn't do it." 

Before Desmond's homer, Carlos Asuaje's double pulled the Padres to 3-2 as it chased home Eric 
Hosmer after Hosmer hit his third double in three games. The Padres, though, left the bases loaded 
for the second consecutive inning. 
 
Carlos Gonzalez, who surpassed Vinny Castilla for the fourth-most hits (1,207) in Rockies history, 
pushed Colorado ahead 2-1 with an RBI double in the third to score LeMahieu after he opened with 
a walk. Gonzalez was driven in by Desmond's double for a 3-1 edge. 
Myers homered in the first inning to tie it at 1. 

The Rockies took a 1-0 lead when Blackmon led off with a double and scored on Nolan Arenado's 
sacrifice fly. 
TRAINER'S ROOM 

Rockies: Desmond (knee) returned to the lineup after leaving Saturday's game early. ... RHP Carlos 
Estevez (oblique) is scheduled to throw a simulated game at the team's Arizona facility on Tuesday. 
Padres: C Austin Hedges (back) was a late scratch. ... Myers missed the previous game with a bad 
back. 
 

UP NEXT 

Rockies: LHP Kyle Freeland would like to duplicate his lone start at Petco Park, which came last 
year in his rookie season. Although he got a no-decision on May 4, he allowed only one run and 
three hits in 6 1/3 innings. 
Padres: RHP Tyson Ross makes his first start in his second stint with the Padres after spending last 
year with the Texas Rangers while recovering from a shoulder injury. 
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This Day in Padres History —

 April 3 
By Bill Center 

April 3, 1984 — Left fielder Carmelo Martinez and rookie center fielder Kevin 
McReynolds homer as Padres open their first National League championship season with a 5–1 
win over Pittsburgh at San Diego Jack Murphy Stadium. 

April 3, 1986 — The Padres acquire outfielder Marvell Wynne from Pittsburgh for pitcher Bob 
Patterson. 

April 3, 1996 — Tony Gwynn is 4-for-4 and Ken Caminiti has four RBIs (including a three-run 
homer) as the Padres defeat the Cubs 7–5 at Wrigley Field. 

April 3, 1998 — Tony Gwynn is 3-for-4 with two RBIs and four runs scored as the Padres defeat 
the Cardinals 13–5 in St. Louis. 

April 3, 2003 — Second baseman Mark Loretta caps a five-run fourth with a bases-loaded triple 
as the Padres beat the Dodgers 6–1 in Los Angeles. 

April 3, 2004 — The Padres host the Seattle Mariners in a preseason exhibition in their first game 
ever at Petco Park. 

April 3, 2006 — Jake Peavy holds the Giants to one run on four hits over seven innings and 
shortstop Khalil Greene hits a two-run homer and drives in three runs as the Padres defeat the 
Giants 6–1 in San Francisco in their season opener. 

April 3, 2007 — Jake Peavy wins his second straight Opening Day win, blanking the Giants on 
three hits over six innings. Catcher Josh Bard goes 4-for-5 as the Padres defeat San Francisco 
7–0 at Petco Park. 

April 3, 2017 — Left-hander Clayton Richard allows five hits and two walks with five strikeouts 
over eight scoreless innings as the Padres defeat the Dodgers in Los Angeles. He is the first 
Padres pitcher to pitch eight or more scoreless innings since 2014 and the first left-hander to 
accomplish the feat since he did it against the Dodgers on Sept. 21, 2010. 
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LHP Morejon, 3B Potts, OFs Oña 

and Olivares Top Names at 

Single-A Lake Elsinore 
By Bill Center 

Starting pitchers Adrian Morejon and Pedro Avila and a deep list of position players pace the 
Opening Day roster for the Padres Advanced Single-A Lake Elsinore affiliate. 

Morejon, who turned 19 on Feb. 27, is ranked both the Padres №6 prospectas well as the sixth-
best left-handed pitching prospect in the minor leagues by the MLB Pipeline. He is also regarded 
the 50th-best prospect in all of the minor leagues. 

Morejon is one of six Padres’ Top-30 prospects on the Storm roster according to MLB Pipleine. 

He is joined by third baseman Hudson Potts (№17), outfielders Jorge Oña (№18) 
and Edward Olivares (№20), right-handed starting pitcher Pedro Avila (№26) and right-
handed reliever David Bednar (№28). 

Lake Elsinore will also have a number of other interesting prospects in catcher Luis 
Torrens (who spent the entire 2017 season with the Padres as a Rule 5 draft pick), center 
fielder Buddy Reed, second baseman Eguy Rosario and first baseman Brad Zunica and 
right-handed starting pitcher Reggie Lawson. 

The bullpen could be one of the deepest in the California League with the likes of 2017 California 
League All-Star Gerardo Reyes, Hansel Rodriguez, Austin Smith and Dauris 
Valdez joining Bednar. 

Morejon had a 3.86 earned run average in 13 starts between Short-Season Single A Tri-City and 
Fort Wayne last season. 

After a slow start as an 18-year-old at Fort Wayne, Potts came on in the second half of last season 
to finish with a .253 average and 23 doubles, four triples and 20 homers for 69 RBIs for the 
TinCaps. Potts was one of three first-round picks the Padres had in the 2016 draft. 

http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
http://m.mlb.com/prospects/2018?list=sd
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Ona, 21, was also at Fort Wayne last season and hit .277 with a .351 on-base percentage and 
a .756 OPS. He had 18 doubles, a triple and 11 homers for 64 RBIs in 107 games. 

Olivares, 22, was one of two players acquired from Toronto in January for Yangervis Solarte. 
He hit .277 for Lansing of the Midwest League last season with 26 doubles, nine triples, 17 
homers, 18 stolen bases and 65 RBIs in 101 games. 

Oña and Olivares will flank center fielder Buddy Reed, who was the Padres’ second-round pick in 
the 2016 draft. He hit .234 for Fort Wayne last season. 

Avila started the 2017 season at Lake Elsinore, but struggled with a 4.98 ERA in 10 games (nine 
starts). He was sent to Fort Wayne, where he was 7–1 with a 3.05 ERA in 14 starts. He had 117 
strikeouts in 85 2/3 innings with the TinCaps, including a Midwest League record 17 in one game. 

Bednar, 23, also split the 2017 season between Fort Wayne (where he had a 1.87 ERA with 50 
strikeouts in 33 2/3 innings) and Lake Elsinore. He finished the season with the Storm, posting a 
3.58 ERA in 21 games. 

Reyes had a 2.63 ERA in 47 relief appearances for Lake Elsinore last season with 65 strikeouts in 
61 2/3 innings. 

Edwin Rodriguez is in his second season as the Storm manager. Rodriguez formerly manager 
the Miami Marlins as well as Team Puerto Rico in the 2013 and 2017 World Baseball Classics, 
winning silver medals both times. The Storm field staff will include new hitting coach Doug 
Banks and new pitching coach Pete Zamora, along with returning coach Freddy Flores. 

The Advanced Single-A Lake Elsinore Opening Day roster: 

Right-handed pitchers (12) — Elliot Ashbeck, Pedro Avila (starter), Lake Bachar (starter), David 
Bednar, Ronald Bolanos (starter), Reggie Lawson (starter), Emmanuel Ramirez (starter), 
Gerardo Reyes, Hansel Rodriguez, Blake Rogers, Austin Smith and Dauris Valdez. 

Left-handed pitcher (1) — Adrian Morejon. 

Catchers (2) — Marcus Greene and Luis Torrens. 

Infielders (5) — Nate Easley, Ruddy Giron, Kelvin Melean (shortstop), Hudson Potts (third 
base), Eguy Rosario (second base) and Brad Zunica (first base). 

Outfielders (4) — Taylor Kohlwey, Edward Olivares, Jorge Oña and Buddy Reed. 
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Andy’s Address, 4/2 

Andy Addresses Ross, Erlin, Mitchell, 

Defense, Torrens 

By Bill Center 

It’s not official yet, but Tyson Ross will be starting for the Padres Tuesday in the second game of 
the Rockies series at Petco Park. 

Although the Padres have to make a move before Ross can be placed on the 25-man roster, 
Padres manager talked about Ross in his media session Monday. 

“I’m thrilled to see him back, I’m thrilled to see him back pitching well,” said Andy Green of his 
first Opening Day starter in 2016. Unfortunately, that was the only start Ross made that season. 
Eventually he had thoracic outlet surgery and last year had a 7.71 earned run average in 12 games 
(10 starts) with the Texas Rangers. 

But Ross had a strong spring after signing with the Padres as a minor league free agent. 

“That game in Glendale against the Dodgers sort of cemented everything in my mind that I was 
seeing through spring training,” continued Green on Ross. “This guy has worked incredibly hard 
to fight back from the shoulder injury and shoulder surgery. His stuff is back and his stuff was 
really good.” 

“Last year he was searching for himself and he kept stepping on the rubber every time giving 
everything that he absolutely had. Now he’s found himself again and I’m glad it’s in a Padres 
uniform. I believed in him immediately when I came here and I made him the Opening Day 
starter almost right when I got the job and he battled injury that whole year, so we’re thrilled to 
have him healthy, thrilled to have him be the person he is in the clubhouse. We’re excited to see 
him take the mound tomorrow.” 

Another pitcher who has battled back (from “Tommy John” surgery) is left-hander Robbie 
Erlin who appeared in a game Saturday night for the first since early in the 2016 season. 

“Robbie was great,” said Green. “He cruised through the first few innings he threw and that last 
one, (Christian) Yelich rolls a single up the middle. That guy found every hole that existed on 
the baseball field . . . he rolled a ball up the middle. It really wasn’t hit very hard for a run scoring 
single and then we allowed the other run to come in from the bullpen.” 
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“I thought his line didn’t do service to the way Erlin threw the baseball. He was very good against a 
team that was hitting us. That was very encouraging for us, very encouraging in that long relief 
role . . . the stability he provides and also having that depth guy. If we need to put him in the 
rotation at some point in time, that option is there.” 

Green then discussed Monday’s starter, Bryan Mitchell, who had a rough spring training in his 
first year with the Padres. 

“We want to see him attack,” said Green. “If he attacks, he’s going to have a lot of success. It’s 
about getting in the zone early and being aggressive with your stuff, trusting his spin pitch. When 
he spins his curve ball it’s as good as anybody’s in the game. He just has to be aggressive with that 
pitch. When he turns it loose, he has really good stuff. And that’s the encouragement from us.” 

“He was battling through most of spring finding that curve ball. Maybe after to eight to 10 of them, 
he’d find it. You don’t have the luxury against the Rockies to wait eight to 10 pitches before you 
start finding your primary secondary pitch. We’re going to need him to get aggressive with it early 
and attack. He has plenty of weapons, it’s just about trusting those weapons and being aggressive 
with them.” 

Green spoke briefly about Wil Myers’ return to the lineup after missing Saturday with a stiff 
back: “He’s out there today, ready to go. We’re excited that he’s back. It was just a quick day off 
before the off day to kind of let him have a little bit of a refresher and hopefully it doesn’t linger 
for him.” 

Green then turned to the Padres’ defense and the day off that came Easter Sunday after three 
straight losses. 

“We did some good things defensively,” said Green. “Freddy (Galvis) made a couple real nice 
plays at shortstop. Chase (Headley) made a nice play the first day at third base. Manny 
(Margot) made a number of really good catches out in center field.” 

“We expect to be a very good defensive club. Probably the one play that gets forgotten pretty 
quickly was the play Eric Hosmer made in the Brad Handinning Friday in the game they 
came back and won on us. He throws that guy out at the plate on Yelich’s ball. I don’t know 
another first baseman in the game who tries to make that play from a deep position. It was a 
great play. A game-saving, game-changing play. We didn’t come away with it, but that is winning 
baseball and an exciting play to see.” 

“I don’t like days off. I want to play when games aren’t going very well. Honestly, you look back in 
that first series. The Brewers have a good ballclub. They’re going to probably beat most teams and 
we had a chance to easily take two of three there. And we didn’t and that’s out fault that we didn’t 
do that. There’s enough good signs, especially in that second game, and we’re going to be okay, 
we’re going to be just fine.” 
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Green didn’t have any news on right-hander Dinelson Lamet, who has opened the season on 
the disabled list with an elbow problem. 

“We’re going to continue to wait and let it play out before we talk formally about it,” Green said of 
Lamet. “You can talk all day about how a guy feels on a given day, but it doesn’t really mean 
anything until they start progressing back toward throwing. So we’re still in the phase right now 
where he’s not throwing, so until he feels like he can throw, we’re going to stay right there. He’s 
had tests done. MRI. At this point in time just going to let it ride.” 

Green said he wants to Padres to continue to be “stubborn hitters.” 

“We want to be stubborn hitters who don’t give at-bats away,” said Green. “Two things are 
drastically different between spring training and the season. The first thing is you don’t see 1, 2 
and 3 starters for 60 percent of the innings in spring training. You see different guys, a lot of time 
Double-A and Triple-A guys and guys who are trying to establish themselves and frankly aren’t as 
good as the 1, 2 and 3 starters who you see as soon as the season starts.” 

“Just by nature, keeping up the pace you have in spring training is very difficult for any club to do. 
The Chicago Cubs are having trouble scoring right now and I think they’ll be fine offensively. The 
Dodgers didn’t score the first two days. I’m pretty sure they’ll be fine offensively. So there’s part 
of the rhythm of the season when you get into that and you are facing the 1, 2 and 3 starters 
sometimes it takes a little while to get the traction on those guys. I’m quite confident we will. I 
think we’ll continue with the stubborn at-bats and not give at-bats away.” 

Green discussed 21-year-old catcher Luis Torrens, who spent the entire 2017 season on the 
Padres’ Major League roster as a Rule 5 draft pick. Torrens will start the 2018 season with 
Advanced Single-A Lake Elsinore. 

“He needs to play, that’s the biggest thing for him, getting on a baseball field and playing,” Green 
said of Torrens. “There’s stuff for him, from the receiving standpoint, that he can continue to do 
better. He’s being pushed that way. He can hit, he’s going to hit. He’s a smart guy. His mind 
works. He’s going to be very valuable to us for I believe a long period of time.” 

“Torrens was a great Rule 5 pick. Yes there were growing pains last year and you have to get 
through them. But if that guy grinds out a minor league season and stays in it all year long, he’s 
going to get better and better and better and I love the way he sees the baseball from an offensive 
perspective. For us, though, continue to work on the framing, continue to work on the blocking. 
He was throwing really well in spring training. There’s a lot of good things to like.” 

Finally, Green was again asked if the Padres might delay the arrival of some players at the Major 
League level to delay the six-year, free-agent clock from starting. 

Again, the answer was an emphatic “no.” 
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“That might be the philosophy prevailing in the game today,” said Green. “But we didn’t shy away 
from bringing Joey Lucchesi up on the second day of the season. We didn’t shy away from 
starting Manny Margot in the big leagues last year. In my conversations with A.J. (Preller), 
there hasn’t been a single player who’s service time consideration has ever impacted their arrival 
at the big league level. I don’t really think we operate under that philosophy.” 

“We operate under the philosophy that if Joey Lucchesi can help us win a baseball game, he’s 
going to be here. If Eric Lauer is the right guy, Eric Lauer is going to be here. The same goes 
for Fernando Tatis and anybody else who is on that list of guys that we’re excited to see at some 
point in time. Right now, we have the guys who are here and have a ton of confidence in them 
getting the job done. If that was the conversation, Joey Lucchesi wouldn’t be here now.” 
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Happening Homestand Report: 

April 2–5 

Rockies in town, Taco Tuesday & Weather 

Education Day 

By Justin Lafferty 

After a one-day break for Easter, the Padres are ready to return to Petco Park. We host the 
division rival Colorado Rockies for a four-game series. 

Here’s a look at what’s on tap for this homestand. 

COL vs. SD 

Monday, April 2 

Park at the Park gates open: 4:40 p.m. 

Padres batting practice: 4:30–5:30 p.m. 

First pitch: 7:10 p.m. 

Monday will be San Diego’s first regular season look at offseason acquisition Bryan Mitchell, a 
starting pitcher who came over in a trade with the New York Yankees. 

Desiree Robles will sing the National Anthem, with the Chaparral High School JROTC serving 
as the color guard. 

Tuesday, April 3 

Park at the Park gates open: 4:40 p.m. 

Padres batting practice: 4:30–5:30 p.m. 
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First pitch: 7:10 p.m. 

Fans are welcomed to join us for the first Taco Tuesday event of the season. Bring your appetite 
to Petco Park, as many stands throughout the stadium will offer $2.50 tacos. 

Before the game, Padres employees who have gone above and beyond will be honored. Students 
from VIDA Middle School will perform the National Anthem, while members of West Valley High 
School serve as color guard. 

Wednesday, April 4 

Park at the Park gates open: 4:40 p.m. 

Padres batting practice: 4:30–5:30 p.m. 

First pitch: 7:10 p.m. 

Prior to the game, some local prep talent will be fêted. Local high school winter athletes 
(basketball and soccer) will receive special recognition from their governing body, the California 
Interscholastic Federation. 

Steven Ybarra is slated to sing the National Anthem; members of the Temecula Valley High 
School Air Force JROTC will form the color guard. 

Thursday, April 5 

Park at the Park gates open: 9:30 a.m. 

Padres batting practice: TBD 

First pitch: 12:40 p.m. 

It’s a special day for the kids at Petco Park. Thursday is our annual Weather Education Day, 
where the Padres team up with CBS News 8 to emphasize the importance of STEAM (science, 
technology, engineering, arts & math) learning. 

CBS News Meteorologist Matt Baylow will be on hand, giving interactive presentations and 
teaching local students about the weather. The program will start promptly at 10:30 a.m. on the 
Park at the Park stage. 
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Maddie Leigh will perform the National Anthem on Thursday. We’ve got a pair of ceremonial 
first pitches: Miss California USA, Kelley Johnson, and Miss California Teen USA, Janeice 
Love. 

Opening Day starter Clayton Richard will take the mound for his second appearance of the 
season. 
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Tyson Ross takes the mound for 
Padres against Rockies 
STATSApr 3, 2018 at 12:04p ET 

 

SAN DIEGO — When Tyson Ross was healthy and at his best, the 6-foot-6 right-hander was an 
All-Star for the Padres. 

He had a 23-26 record over the 2014-15 seasons with a 3.03 ERA in 64 starts covering 391 1/3 
innings. 

Ross was so tough that he was the Padres’ Opening Day starter in 2016. But Opening Day was 
the only time Ross would pitch in 2016. Persistent shoulder problems sidelined him for the rest 
of the season and led to thoracic outlet surgery. 

Ross pitched in 2017 but not very well, and with the Texas Rangers, for whom he was 3-3 with a 
7.71 ERA in 12 games (10 starts). 

Ross, who turns 32 on April 22, signed with the Padres last Dec. 29 and won a spot in the 
Padres’ rotation. Tuesday night, a day shy of the two-year anniversary of his last Padres start, 
Ross takes the mound against the Colorado Rockies and left-hander Kyle Freeland at Petco 
Park. 

“It’s good to be back,” Ross said Monday. “Seems a lot longer than it was.” 

“I’m thrilled to see him back,” Padres manager Andy Green said before Monday night’s 7-4 loss 
to the Rockies in the opener of the four-game series. 

“I’m thrilled to see him back pitching well. That game in Glendale against the Dodgers sort of 
cemented everything in my mind that I was seeing throughout spring training … that this guy’s 
worked incredibly hard to fight back from the shoulder injury and shoulder surgery. 

“His stuff is back and his stuff was really good. Last year, he was searching for himself and he 
kept stepping on the rubber every time giving everything that he absolutely had. Now he’s found 
himself again and I’m glad it’s in a Padres uniform. I believed in him immediately when I came 
here and I made him the Opening Day starter almost right when I got the job. 

“He battled injury that whole year, so we’re thrilled to have him healthy, thrilled to have him be 
the person he is in the clubhouse. We’re excited to see him take the mound tomorrow.” 

Ross hasn’t had much success against the Rockies as a Padre. He has a 0-5 career record with 
a 3.44 ERA in 11 games (nine starts). But he has 53 strikeouts in 55 innings. Overall, Ross is 
12-17 in games at Petco Park with a 2.81 ERA in 47 appearances (38 starts). He has 264 
strikeouts in 256 2/3 innings. 

https://www.foxsports.com/san-diego/story/tyson-ross-takes-the-mound-for-padres-against-rockies-040318
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/tyson-ross-player-stats
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/colorado-rockies-team
https://www.foxsports.com/mlb/kyle-freeland-player-stats
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Denver native Freeland will be starting his second season with the Rockies. The 24-year-old 
was 11-11 last season with a 4.10 ERA. He tied for the Major League lead in wins by a rookie 
and ranked third in innings pitched (156) and fifth in ERA. 

The Rockies first-round pick (eighth overall) in the 2014 draft was 0-1 with a 5.40 ERA in four 
appearances (two starts) against the Padres and 0-1 with a 2.70 ERA in two games (one start) 
at Petco Park. 

“I think the curve ball should come into play this year with Kyle,” Rockies manager Bud Black 
said. “It’s a pitch where it will make a difference in the velocity from his low 90s fastball to a pitch 
in the high 70s. The ever-improving change should come into that. 

“We see a little more poise, a little more calmness. Just in spring training in the clubhouse there 
was a little bit more self-assurance with Kyle of being in the big leagues. In the second half of 
last year, the league made adjustments to him and he has to adjust back.” 
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Where to Find the Padres Top 
Prospects in 2018 
The rosters for most minor league teams are set 

By Derek Togerson 

Published at 5:17 PM PDT on Apr 2, 2018 

The big league Padres are off to an 0-3 start … so it’s already time to start looking at the 
future! 

OK that’s a little premature (hopefully) but this week minor league seasons get going and 
since there’s been so much emphasis and focus put on the #1-ranked minor league 
system in baseball it’s not a bad idea to see where some of the well-regarded youngsters 
will start 2018. 

Here’s where the Padres Top-30 Prospects (according to MLB.com) are headed: 

1)    SS Fernando Tatis, Jr. – AA San Antonio 
The Wonder Child will open up at Double-A, where he finished the 2017 season as an 
18-year-old. The shortstop with the massive potential will now be one of the youngest 
players in the Texas League. In fact the average age of players across AA baseball is a 
shade under 24 so Tatis is developing well ahead of schedule. He might not allow the 
Padres to keep him on the farm too much longer. 

2)    LHP MacKenzie Gore – Low-A Fort Wayne 
One of the most-hyped left-handed pitching prospects in recent memory, Gore was the 
talk of Spring Training with his stuff, command and poise. On Opening Day Padres 
General Manager A.J. Preller was in the dugout at Petco Park still smiling about the 
performance of the 3rd overall pick in last year’s draft. The 19-year-old will start his first 
full season of professional baseball with the TinCaps in the Midwest League. 

3)    INF Luis Urias – AAA El Paso 
Another infielder who impressed in his first big league Spring Training, Urias is ticketed 
for the Pacific Coast League. He is likely the first position player among the top prospects 
be called up. During Cactus League games Padres Manager Andy Green praised the 20-
year-old’s plate approach, saying “His at-bats have been scary good.” Urias, like Tatis, is 
a candidate to force the Padres hand if he gets off to another fast start. 

4)    RHP Cal Quantrill – AA San Antonio 
Quantrill’s stuff and numbers have not added up yet. Their first round pick in 2016, 
Quantrill made just 20 starts at Stanford before undergoing elbow reconstruction (Tommy 
John) surgery and missing a year and a half. In his first full professional season he went 
from Single-A Lake Elsinore to the Missions, where he struggled in eight starts. But his 

https://www.nbcsandiego.com/results/?keywords=%22Derek+Togerson%22&byline=y&sort=date
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arsenal is so good that as he re-learns how to pitch (and with a Stanford degree already 
in-hand he’s a sharp kid) the results should catch up to the expectations. 
 
5)    RHP Michel Baez – Injury Recovery 
Baez stands out in a crowd, and not just because of his 98-MPH heat. Baez is 6’8” and 
220 pounds and he turned 22 in January. The right-hander from Cuba made 10 starts for 
Fort Wayne a year ago and finished with a sparkling 89 strikeouts and 10 walks in 63.2 
innings. He’s been dealing with a lower back problem so his 2018 debut will be delayed. 
Baez was assigned to High-A Lake Elsinore so when he’s ready that’s likely where he 
goes. 

6)    LHP Adrian Morejon – High-A Lake Elsinore 
Once Baez shows up the Storm should have fun coming up with a nickname for their 
Cuban connection. Morejon joins his countryman in Lake Elsinore as another 19-year-old 
with huge upside. He was part of the Padres gigantic 2016 International signing spree 
after agreeing to an $11 million bonus. Morejon has a good fastball and throws two 
different kinds of changeups, and can throw all of them for strikes. 

7)    RHP Anderson Espinoza – Injury Recovery 
Just a year ago Espinoza was one of the top-15 prospects in baseball, drawing 
comparisons to Pedro Martinez. Then in August he had Tommy John surgery so his 2018 
season is likely going to be wiped out until the fall. If his stuff is back to being what it was 
before the surgery then he could vault back into the Top-5 on this list quickly. 

8)    LHP Logan Allen – AA San Antonio 
Allen is the 4th piece of the trade that sent Craig Kimbrel to Boston (along with Manuel 
Margot, Carlos Asuaje, and Javier Guerra). Allen does not have overpowering stuff but 
shows no fear in attacking hitters and when he misses he doesn’t miss in the middle of 
the plate. In 125 innings between Fort Wayne and Lake Elsinore last year the 20-year-old 
only allowed three home runs. 

9)    JHP Joey Lucchesi – San Diego Padres 
After chasing his fantastic 2017 (2.20 ERA in 139 innings between Lake Elsinore and 
San Antonio) with a stellar Cactus League showing Lucchesi was called up on the 2nd 
day of the season to make his MLB debut against the Brewers. He allowed three runs on 
seven hits with one whiff in 4.2 innings in a game the Padres were in a position to win 
before a 5-run 9th-inning debacle. Lucchesi figures to get at least a few more Big League 
starts. 

10)    OF Franchy Cordero – Disabled List 
Cordero was on the brink of earning an Opening Day roster spot before a sore groin sent 
him to the 10-day disabled list. He’s eligible to come off before the Padres start their first 
road trip of the year in Houston on Friday. Cordero has an exciting mix of speed and 
power but needs to cut down dramatically on his strikeout rate to be a regular MLB 
contributor. 
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11)    SS Gabriel Arias – Low-A Fort Wayne 
This kid was born in the year 2000. Think about that for a second. Or don’t; it will make 
you feel incredibly old. Arias played in the Australian Baseball league over the winter and 
as a 17-year-old hit five home runs with a .796 OPS in 29 games. He also might be the 
best defensive shortstop in the system. Arias likely won’t hit with the same power that 
Tatis has but he might have the same kind of impact as an 18-year-old in the Midwest 
League. 
 
12)    INF Esteury Ruiz – Low-A Fort Wayne 
If you like a hit tool, this is your guy. Ruiz, much like Tatis, seemed like a throw-in for the 
trade last year that sent pitchers Trevor Cahill, Brandon Maurer, and Ryan Buchter to the 
Royals. Pitchers Matt Strahm and Travis Wood were the higher-profile pieces in that deal 
but Ruiz might be another steal. In 206 rookie league at-bats he hit .350 with four home 
runs and 26 stolen bases. Ruiz makes consistent, hard contact but will be really 
challenged for the first time in the Midwest League as a 19-year-old. 

13)    LHP Eric Lauer – AAA El Paso 
Lauer made another case for himself to make the big club out of Spring Training and is 
probably the first in line for a 2018 call-up. Lauer is another strike-thrower who does not 
have an overwhelming fastball but finds ways to miss the barrel of the bat. When I talked 
to him in Spring Training we agreed a good comparison for him is Dodgers starter Rich 
Hill, a crafty lefty who can get guys out and give you a really good option as a 4th or 5th 
starter. He’s possibly the most polished pitcher in the system. 

14)    RHP Jacob Nix – Injury Recovery 
Nix suffered a groin injury early in Spring Training so his 2018 will be delayed, just like his 
2017 season was with a similar injury. When he’s ready he’ll likely head to either San 
Antonio or El Paso. Nix is a big, strong kid (6’4” and 220 pounds) who sits in the mid-90’s 
with his fastball but last year he was knocked around a bit between Lake Elsinore and 
San Antonio, giving up 110 hits in 94.1 innings. 

15)    OF Tirso Ornelas – Low-A Fort Wayne 
Another millennial (literally), Ornelas just turned 18 in March. The left-handed hitting 
outfielder is another kid signed from the Mexico City Red Devils (the same team Luis 
Urias played on). He’s regarded as one of the better power hitters in the system and 
when added to Arias and Ruiz should help give the TinCaps one of the best offenses in 
the Midwest League. 

16)    1B Josh Naylor – AA San Antonio 
Naylor is a 20-year-old lefty with pop but now probably the odd-man out with Eric Hosmer 
manning 1st base for the foreseeable future at Petco Park. Naylor will likely be a trade 
chip because moving him to another position is nearly impossible but if he can utilize his 
raw power more consistently he could bring more in a deal at some point. 

17)    3B Hudson Potts – High-A Lake Elsinore 
Last year Potts became just the second 18-year-old to his 20 homers in the Midwest 
League since 1987. The first was Tatis, who did it a few weeks before Potts did. He has 
above-average power from the right side but with that comes a high strikeout rate. Potts 
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fanned 140 times in 491 at-bats with Fort Wayne. The Padres are not shy about pushing 
their players through the system so they’ll give Potts a tough test with a jump to the 
California League as a 19-year-old. 

18)    OF Jorge Ona – High-A Lake Elsinore 
Ona signed for $7 million out of Cuba in 2016 but he has not progressed as quickly as 
Baez or Morejon. A corner outfielder with the ability to drive the ball out of the yard to all 
fields, Ona needs to work on his plate approach to cut down on his strikeouts. But if he 
gets ahold of one, look out because it’s going to fly a very, very long way. 

19)    OF Jeisson Rosario – Low-A Fort Wayne 
Stop me if you’ve heard this one before … Rosario was an International signee in 2016. If 
Ona had the plate discipline of this 18-year-old he’d be a monster. In rookie ball in 2017 
Rosario struck out 36 times and walked 33 times, finishing with a .404 on-base 
percentage. He might have the speed to stay in centerfield, too. 

20)    OF Edward Olivares – High-A Lake Elsinore 
Acquired from the Blue Jays in the Yangervis Solarte trade, this outfielder is what scouts 
refer to as “toolsy.” Last year between low and high-A the now-22-year-old had 17 home 
runs and 10 triples (he was 21 last season), a power-speed combination that makes 
scouts drool on their stopwatches. He’ll start at Lake Elsinore but a strong first half could 
put him in San Antonio after the All-Star break. 

21)    RHP Trey Wingenter – AAA El Paso 
If you like fastballs you’ll really like the next two guys on the list. Wingenter is a kid out of 
Auburn who grew into a 6’7”, 200-pounder that can hit 100 MPH with his heater. He was 
in big league camp with an outside shot at an Opening Day bullpen spot but a rough 
Cactus League (six runs, six walks, six strikeouts in 4.0 innings) ended that possibility. If 
he sorts out that bought of wildness he could be a 2018 call-up and a late-inning relief 
option. 

22)    RHP Andres Munoz – Unassigned 
As hard as Wingenter throws, Munoz throws harder. As an 18-year-old he became the 
talk of the Arizona Fall League when he was hitting 101 MPH consistently with his fastball 
and striking out 11 hitters in 8.2 innings. A year ago Munoz spent most of his time with 
short-season Tri City before getting three appearances with Fort Wayne. Overall he 
whiffed 38 hitters in 26 innings but added 18 walks so he needs to find the plate more 
consistently to become the closer his stuff suggests he will be. 

23)    RHP Chris Paddack – Injury Recovery 
Another starter who had TJ surgery in August of 2016, Paddack is expected to be 
assigned to an affiliate in the next month or two to resume his professional career. He 
was acquired in a trade with the Marlins for Fernando Rodney and in a very short stint 
with Fort Wayne showed a ridiculously good changeup to go with a low-to-mid-90’s 
fastball. 
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24)    C Luis Campusano – Low-A Fort Wayne 
One of only two catchers in the Top-30, Campusano was a 2nd-round pick out of high 
school in Georgia in 2017. He drove in 25 runs in 37 rookie league games and behind the 
plate has a well-above-average arm. The 19-year-old will be handling ace-in-training 
MacKenzie Gore in Fort Wayne this season. 
 
25)    RHP Mason Thompson – Low-A Fort Wayne 
Thompson got his TJ surgery out of the way early, having it done his junior year of high 
school. He came back to throw just one inning as a senior but his previous workload 
convinced the Padres to make his a 3rd-round pick in 2016 and sign him for more than 
$1 million above slot (similar to what the Friars did with catcher Austin Hedges). The 20-
year-old Thompson struck out 28 in 27 innings for the TinCaps a year ago and barring 
injury this will be his first full season of baseball since 2014. 

26)    RHP Pedro Avila – High-A Lake Elsinore 
Avila was part of the trade that sent catcher Derek Norris to the Nationals just in time. He 
started last season with the Storm but struggled and was demoted to Fort Wayne, where 
he found his stuff again. Avila struck out 117 hitters in 85.2 Midwest League innings, 
including a league-record 17 in one start. The 21-year-old will get another shot in Lake 
Elsinore and hope to move the other direction this time. 

27)    INF Luis Almanzar – Unassigned 
Yet another member of the 2016 International sign-a-palooza, Almanzar played 67 
games for short-season Tri City as a 17-year-old last season. His best asset at the 
moment might be his above-average infield arm which plays well from either shortstop or 
3rd base. He’ll likely go back to the Dust Devils to start this year. 

28)    RHP David Bednar – High-A Lake Elsinore 
Bednar is one of those guys who pops on the scene from kind of out of nowhere. He was 
a 35th-round draft pick out of Lafayette College two years ago where he was mostly a 
starting pitcher. The Padres moved him to the bullpen and he immediately found his 
calling. Last season he went from Fort Wayne to Lake Elsinore throwing high-leverage 
innings and keeping the ball in the park. Over 61.1 innings he allowed just two home 
runs. If he keeps up his trajectory he could be a Kirby Yates type of late-inning reliever. 

29)    C Austin Allen – AA San Antonio 
There is zero doubt that Allen can hit. Last year as a 23-year-old in the California League 
he slugged 22 home runs with an .849 OPS in 121 games. The question will be whether 
or not the left-handed bat stays behind the plate. He has worked hard to become an 
average defensive backstop but his future may ultimately be at 1st base. 

30)    OF Michael Gettys – AA San Antonio 
Padres fans have been hearing about Gettys for a few years now. He can run like a deer, 
has a howitzer for an arm, and launches baseballs over the moon with raw power. So 
why is he just now, in his 4th full professional season, advancing past single-A? Because 
his strikeout rate is obscene. Gettys led the California League with 191 punchouts in 457 
at-bats last year. If he can improve his approach and put the ball in play more it won’t 
take him long to make it all the way to the big leagues. 


