
Kluber has off-night in loss; no-walk streak ends 
By Casey Harrison MLB.com 
CLEVELAND -- It took 46 1/3 innings, but Corey Kluber finally walked a batter. What came after for the Indians' ace proved to be a bad omen 
and perhaps his worst start of the season. 
 
"I guess he proved he's human," Indians manager Terry Francona said of Kluber, who entered the game with a 1.99 ERA. "He doesn't look like 
it very often." 
 
Kluber's night came to an abrupt end after 65 pitches as he was charged with four runs, four hits, a walk and three strikeouts through five 
innings as the Indians (36-32) fell to the Twins at Progressive Field on Friday, 6-3. With the win, the Twins (30-36) are now five games back of 
Cleveland in the American League Central standings. 
"I think [Kluber] could have kept going," Francona said. "We lean on him so heavily, and we plan on a lot more than that on a night when he had 
a couple misfires that proved he's human." 
 
The free pass was issued to Twins third baseman Eduardo Escobar in the fourth inning, and it opened the door for the biggest inning of the 
night for Minnesota. 
 
After walking Escobar, Kluber (10-3) was taxed for three more runs during the inning, marking the most runs given up by the right-hander this 
season. Logan Morrison reached on a throwing error by Francisco Lindor, and Brian Dozier sent a 1-0 offering from Kluber over the left-field 
wall for a two-run homer. 
 
"If there was anything different, at all, I didn't see as many chase sliders as I've seen in the past," Twins manager Paul Molitor said. "We saw 
some cutters and two-seamers, but that's just one thing I noticed. I didn't see our guys really look fooled on that hard breaking ball." 
 
Kluber also gave up a first-pitch home run to Eddie Rosario, who finished the game 2-for-4 with an RBI and two runs. 
 
Minnesota's fourth-inning rally ended Kluber's streak of 26 starts without giving up more than three runs -- the longest streak in American 
League history. 
 
"I was just out of whack a little bit mechanically," Kluber admitted. "Obviously I didn't make good pitches to a few guys. I made some mistakes, 
and they took advantage of it." 
 
The last walk issued by Kluber came on May 8 against the Brewers -- in that span, the reigning Cy Young Award winner faced 179 batters. The 
streak was also the longest by an Indians pitcher since Paul Byrd went 48 innings without allowing a walk from May 4-30, 2007. Kluber's 106-
to-11 strikeout-to-walk ratio still remains one of the best in baseball. 
 
Kluber's streak was the longest in Major League Baseball since Bartolo Colon went 48 1/3 innings without giving up a walk for the Mets in '15. 
 
"If we want to get where we want to go, [Kluber] is going to have a major part in that," Francona said. "So on a night when he didn't command 
his best, you try to just give him a little break." 
MOMENTS THAT MATTERED 
Despite a solid start from Twins starter Kyle Gibson, the Tribe found a way to manufacture a run in the sixth inning. Jose Ramirez was able to 
come around after being walked. The third baseman was able to advance to second on a ground ball and came around on a single up the 
middle by Yan Gomes. Gomes' hit put runners at first and second with two outs for Lonnie Chisenhall. Chisenhall, who singled earlier in the 
game, however, struck out to strand the runners and end the threat. 
 
Gomes came through again to spark a two-run rally in the ninth inning, when he sent a 93.6-mph fastball from Taylor Rogers an estimated 405 
feet, according to Statcast™, for the catcher's ninth homer of the season. Erik Gonzalez was also able to rip an RBI double off Rodgers. The 
comeback was cut short after Fernando Rodney came on to strike out Lindor and preserve the win. 
 
SOUND SMART 
Friday's outing marked Kluber's shortest since Sept. 30, 2017, when he was also pulled after five innings against the White Sox. He was 
charged with a run and recorded three strikeouts without a walk. The loss also snaps a quality start streak of 14 starts, which is the longest by 
any Tribe pitcher since Stan Coveleski strung 16 such outings in 1918. 
 
The last time Kluber gave up more than three runs was July 29, 2017 -- also against the White Sox, when he was charged with four runs and 
nine hits in 6 1/3 innings. 
 
HE SAID IT 
"I probably love it more than most people. If you don't walk people, they can't steal like crazy on you. Because he's not real quick to the plate, 
he's so good at paying attention that if they have to string hits together to beat you, it makes it a lot harder to beat you. Especially if you have 
the stuff he has." -- Francona, speaking before the game about Kluber  
 
UP NEXT 
Right-hander Carlos Carrasco (8-4, 3.90 ERA) will start for the Indians on Saturday in the middle game of a three-game series with the Twins at 
Progressive Field. Carrasco fanned 11 batters in seven shutout innings against the White Sox on Monday. Minnesota will counter with right-
hander Fernando Romero (3-2, 3.92 ERA). First pitch is scheduled for 4:10 p.m. ET. 
 



Naquin activated, Alonso put on family leave 
By Casey Harrison MLB.com 
CLEVELAND -- Indians manager Terry Francona announced Friday that outfielder Tyler Naquin has been activated from the 10-day disabled 
list. Naquin, who's been sidelined since May 12 with a strained left hamstring, also started in center field for the Tribe for the beginning of a 
three-game series against the Twins. 
 
To make room for Naquin on the 25-man roster, first baseman Yonder Alonso was placed on the Family Medical Emergency list, and he is 
expected to miss three to seven days. 
Francona also indicated outfielder Greg Allen will remain with the team during Alonso's absence. Allen has a .206/.250/.304 slash line through 
32 games, and is 3-for-35 for the month of June heading into Friday's matchup with Minnesota. Francona, however, said he intends to send the 
rookie back down after Alonso's return. 
 
"We wanted to give [Alonso] a couple days to take care of what he needs to," Francona said. "But I told Greg he would stay here with us, so he 
kind of knows the situation." 
 
Naquin tweaked his hamstring while legging out a double on May 11 against Kansas City. In 30 games this season, Naquin is hitting .333 with 
three doubles, two home runs and 11 RBIs. He appeared in six games on a Minor League rehab assignment with Double-A Akron and Triple-A 
Columbus from June 3 through Wednesday. 
 
Injury updates 
• Relief ace Andrew Miller threw another bullpen session Friday, and he has now thrown thrown four since being placed on the 10-day DL with 
right knee inflammation on May 26. Francona said it's unclear when Miller will be able to make a return, but both the team and Miller insisted on 
having the injury fully heal, rather than rushing back to game action. 
 
"When we get him back, we want to keep him back," Francona said. "I don't feel like we're there where we can activate him and keep him 
where he needs to be, and I think he feels the same way. So that's why we're continuing to just throw these bullpens." 
 
• Right-handed reliever Nick Goody received a second opinion from Dr. James Andrews on Wednesday after experiencing soreness after 
progressing out to 100 feet during his return to a throwing program. Andrews confirmed the diagnosis of elbow hyperextension and posterior 
elbow inflammation in his throwing arm. Goody, who was transferred to the 60-day DL on May 31, received a PRP injection and will be shut 
down for at least three weeks. 
 
• Left-hander Ryan Merritt allowed four hits and struck out one while going three innings during his first game on a Minor League rehab 
assignment with Triple-A Columbus on Thursday. Merritt has been dealing with a left knee sprain and left shoulder inflammation, and he was 
moved to the 60-day DL on May 15. 
 
• Danny Salazar has resumed a throwing program, "and by all accounts, so far he's doing pretty good," according to Francona. Salazar, a right-
hander, has been on the DL since March 29 with right shoulder impingement. Francona said it seems Salazar's progress has been promising, 
but the team is still being cautious with getting the pitcher fully recovered. 
 
"Now he's done pretty good up to this point lots of times," Francona quipped. "It's when we start getting to the maximum intensity, but I'd still 
rather hear good stuff than not." 
 
Play Ball 
• Indians starter Carlos Carrasco and shortstop Francisco Lindor will be featured on MLB Network's kid-focused show "Play Ball" on Saturday, 
which premieres at 10 a.m. ET. "Play Ball" features MLB stars discussing reaching the big leagues, providing advice to kids aiming to get better 
at the game, and sharing one-on-one demonstrations with MLB Network analysts. 
 
The episode will feature a batting-cage demo with Lindor and a discussion with Carrasco, which includes how the right-hander was exposed to 
baseball for the first time. Fans can also watch the clips of Lindor and Carrasco on YouTube. 
 
Father's Day 
 
• With efforts to raise awareness about prostate cancer and raise funds for research to fight the disease, Major League Baseball announced on 
Friday details to aid the campaign. 
 
During Father's Day games, players and on-field personnel will wear the symbolic blue ribbon on their uniforms along with blue wristbands. 
Also, for the third consecutive season, players will wear specially designed light blue caps with the team color on the brim. Players will also 
have the option to wear multipattern blue-dyed socks as well as a special hooded fleece during batting practice. 
 
MLB will donate all royalty payments from the sales of specialty caps and apparel to the Prostate Cancer Foundation and Stand Up To Cancer. 
The effort also includes the annual Prostate Cancer Foundation "Home Run Challenge," which gives fans the chance to make a one-time 
monetary donation for every home run hit by their favorite team from June 1 through Sunday. 
 
Path to fatherhood emotional for Allen 
By Anthony Castrovince MLB.com @castrovince 



Cody Allen looked on at the boy splashing his hands in the plastic water table and giggling at the family dog running wild in the backyard. This 
was just a small moment before he headed back to the ballpark for another day of duty as the Indians' closer. But it's the kind of moment he 
cherishes as his first Father's Day and his son's first birthday approaches. 
 
Cason Allen will turn 1 on Thursday. He's a happy, healthy child. He's prone to pointing and smiling at strangers and making fast friends. He's 
prone to picking up balls and hurling them with his small but powerful right arm, just like he's watched his daddy do on TV. Sure, he's a bit of a 
mama's boy, quick to dash to Cody's wife Mallory's side whenever he stumbles or gets a scratch. But he has both parents wrapped around his 
little finger. 
"This first year of his life and our first year of parenthood has been unbelievable," Allen said. "We've enjoyed every single second of it." 
 
But reaching this point of parenthood was a bigger test of resolve than the Allens could have possibly envisioned when they first began trying to 
start a family. And their strength, spirit and eventual outcome is, one can only hope, a positive reinforcement for the many couples silently 
suffering with the struggle to have a baby. 
 
In 2016, while Allen was putting together perhaps his best big league season on an Indians club that won the American League pennant, his 
success masked the heartbreak of Mallory's two miscarriages. As tends to be the case in our culture, the early pregnancy losses put the Allens 
in the awkward and upsetting position of not knowing who to tell or what to blame. 
 
"You feel so low," Allen said. "You almost start thinking, 'What are we doing wrong?'" 
 
It's a common feeling, but also a misguided one. 
 
The Mayo Clinic estimates that about 10 to 20 percent of known pregnancies end in a miscarriage, defined as the spontaneous loss of a 
pregnancy before the 20th week. That's a significant number, yet a study published in 2015 by the National Institutes of Health found that 55 
percent of survey respondents believed miscarriages are uncommon. 
 
This misconception fuels the stigma attached to infertility. We don't talk about it. We don't know how to talk about it. But knowing that so many 
others have suffered such a loss -- in effect, normalizing the process, albeit without minimizing the hurt -- can be beneficial. In that NIH study, 
28 percent of respondents said disclosures of miscarriages by public figures assuaged feelings of isolation. 
 
That's why Allen was willing to talk about his experience. He's not looking for sympathy, because he knows there are couples who endure far 
worse and don't reach a happy ending to their story. But he also knows what it meant to him, after Mallory revealed the couple's losses to a 
group of player wives in a chapel service, to have some teammates approach him quietly in the clubhouse and tell him they had been through 
something similar. 
 
"When people were sharing their experience with us, that was a huge benefit," Allen said. "That's why we were able to spin that perspective and 
kind of have some hope and move forward, understanding a lot of people go through it." 
 
When Allen watches his young son play, his heart is full. But he still remembers vividly what it felt like to have his heart ripped out. 
It was on a road trip in Minnesota early in the 2016 season that Mallory first told him she was pregnant. That night, Allen gave up a walk-off RBI 
single to Miguel Sano, a gut-wrenching defeat. But he returned to the team hotel, saw the little onesie Mallory had bought for the baby and was 
instantly uplifted. He had no idea that just a couple weeks later, Mallory would feel pains in her abdomen and go to the doctor, who told her she 
was miscarrying. 
 
Allen was on the road without his wife, and he felt helpless. 
 
"You're not only mourning the loss of a child, but mourning for your wife, too," Allen said. "Because this stuff is all happening to her body." 
 
There would be more joy and then more pain later in the regular season. Mallory got pregnant again in the summertime, and she was with Cody 
on an August trip to New York. Very early on a Saturday morning, she felt those familiar pains, so they went to an emergency room in Lower 
Manhattan, where, once again, they were given the dreaded news. 
 
"I remember going to the ballpark that day," Allen said, "and just feeling completely empty." 
 
Mallory preferred to let Cody speak on behalf of the couple for this story, but Cody is quick to credit her strength and grace as their guideposts 
as the Allens, who are devout in their Christianity, navigated their way through adversity they had simply never imagined when they got 
married. 
 
"She was unbelievable through it all," Allen said. "She just kind of held me up and said, 'We're going to lean into this, continue to try and go with 
the flow here.'" 
 
Allen looks back now on the miscarriages as a strangely calming influence on his pitching. He was brilliant that October, allowing no runs and 
striking out 24 batters in his 13 2/3 innings in the postseason. He didn't let the ebbs and flows of the game or the threat posed by opposing 
baserunners get the best of his nerves, because he could look into the stands toward where his wife was sitting and know that there are far 
bigger travails in life. 
 
That's an outlook that continues to guide Allen through every win or loss to this day. 
 



"You're talking about one of the worst things you could possibly go through, compared to a game," Allen said. "Being able to have that 
perspective kind of took the chains off a bit and freed me up to just make a pitch instead of worrying about the results so much. I understand 
this is my livelihood, but you know we're going to come out of this and be OK." 
Soon after the loss of the second pregnancy, the Allens began talking seriously about adopting a child. It's an idea they have been open to from 
the beginning of their marriage, and it's one they might yet pursue. 
 
But during the 2016 World Series, Cody and Mallory, who had decided to put the pregnancy talk on the back burner for a while, got their 
biggest -- and most pleasant -- surprise yet when they returned home in the middle of the night after Game 5 in Chicago. Mallory took the test 
that revealed she was pregnant with Cason. 
 
This time, they approached their first appointment with a mixture of excitement and fear. Cody was performing on the loftiest stage of his 
baseball life, but that didn't stop him from accompanying Mallory when she visited the doctor on the morning of Game 7. And though the loss to 
the Cubs that night stung and still stings, he can look back at that day and the weeks and months that followed and remember the thrill of 
graduating through each stage of the pregnancy. 
 
"When we did the bloodwork and everything checked out great at nine weeks, we were just floating," Allen said. "Because we hadn't hit that 
checkpoint yet [with the prior pregnancies]. So every little thing that maybe some others take for granted, we didn't." 
 
The Indians were in Baltimore last spring when Mallory went into labor with Cason. Allen jumped on a plane and arrived to the delivery room 
with about 45 minutes to spare. The boy was born with some complications. Cason had hip dysplasia, or instability of the hips, and infant 
torticollis, a twisted neck from womb positioning. Mallory had sudden onset preeclampsia, a pregnancy disorder characterized by high blood 
pressure. But to the Allens, these were merely mild concerns in the big picture. 
 
Cason had arrived safely, and that's all that really mattered. 
 
When an orthopedic specialist told Mallory he would have to put Cason in a hip brace, she just nodded right along. 
 
"You're the first mom that I've told this to that hasn't walked out of here in tears," the doctor told her. 
 
"We've been through worse," she responded. 
One year later, Cason is doing great, and the Allens can look back on those 10 weeks that he wore the hip brace -- 10 weeks in which changing 
his diapers was legitimately a two-person job -- and remember them as a blessing, not a challenge. 
 
"We all have a plan, and a lot of times that plan gets blown up," Allen said. "But you just roll with it. There's nothing else you can do but do what 
you have to do." 
 
Thanks to a love that never wavered, their faith, their families, their friendships and their little birthday boy, Cody and Mallory endured some of 
life's harshest blows and came out with a deeper appreciation for what they have, the beautiful life they are building together. 
 
But that doesn't mean they've stopped thinking about what they lost. They had names for the babies that were never born. They picture what 
those children might have looked like. 
 
"We never ran away from what happened," Allen said. "We talked about it, and we still talk about it." 
 
So often, these losses are endured in the dark. But if nothing else, frank and open discussion can help destigmatize a situation that is simply 
not very rare. 
 
It can also lend greater gravity to those small moments like the one in Allen's backyard. A sun-splashed day, a smiling child and a father looking 
on with love and deep appreciation for his little boy and how precious this all is. 
 
Corey Kluber is human! At least, that’s what one wal k and an off-night suggests 
By T.J. Zuppe 3h ago  1   
Moments after lefty Tyler Olson began to sling baseballs from three different arm angles in the center field bullpen, a few perplexing looks 
began to fill the faces within the Progressive Field press box. 
 
“Olson?” a reporter questioned. 
 
“Isn’t Kluber at like 65 pitches?” 
 
Precisely. Corey Kluber had fired just 65 tosses through five innings Friday night. Given that Kluber had thrown no fewer than 90 pitches in any 
start this year — he entered the night with a 101.4-pitch average this season — the bullpen’s activity was surprising, even considering the 
Twins’ 4-0 advantage. 
 
As Francisco Lindor was retired to end the fifth, the Tribe’s ace did not shed his jacket and ascend the dugout stairs in his typical, robotic 
fashion. 
 
Instead, the center field door opened, releasing Olson to the field of play to begin the sixth. A few more mental alarms began to sound. 
 



Kluber had given up a first-inning homer to Eddie Rosario. He was forced to awkwardly cover first base in the fourth, a play that created a run 
on a throwing error by Lindor and forced Kluber to the infield dirt. He had allowed a two-run homer to Brian Dozier just two pitches later, 
creating the four-run deficit. 
 
Most notable, Kluber also walked a batter — Eduardo Escobar in the fourth. 
 
[GASP!] 
 
I know, right? It was the first free pass the righty had issued since May 8, snapping a 46 1/3-inning walkless streak, the longest stretch since 
Paul Byrd’s 48-inning walkless stretch in 2007. 
 
In the six walkless starts prior to Friday, Kluber struck out 46 and posted a 1.09 ERA. Meanwhile, after his four-run, five-inning performance in 
their 6-3 loss Friday night, his season ERA has ballooned to an unsightly, unbecoming and downright unfathomable 2.24. 
 
[DOUBLE GASP!] 
The outing — Kluber’s first regular season start allowing at least four runs since July 29, 2017 — was enough to leave many scratching their 
heads, wondering if something was physically amiss. 
 
Later, Kluber revealed that to be true — but not in the nightmarish ways that reside deep in the fear center of those invested in the Indians. 
 
“(I was) just out of whack a little bit mechanically,” Kluber said. 
 
And the early exit? 
 
“Why make him go out for two more (innings) and run his pitch count up to 100?” Terry Francona said. “It’s not like we’re not trying to win, but 
save some of his bullets. Because if we want to get where we want to go, he’s going to have a major part in that. On one night when he didn’t 
command his best, try to give him a little break.” 
 
So, no injury? No larger cause for concern? It appears not, but the panicked reaction to Friday’s events did speak to two larger elements. 
 
One, the rare blemish puts attention on his incredible consistency. 
 
Again, check the results: A pair of untimely homers. An early exit. A walk. 
 
As in one. 
 
Four hits allowed. Three strikeouts. Rather pedestrian. But not brutal. 
 
Just, meh. 
 
These things happen to your average hurler. 
 
It’s been a while for Kluber. 
 
The bar has been set beyond the highest expectations. His rise up the franchise leaderboards has been difficult to miss. He’s regularly 
established himself among some of the top hurlers to ever play in Cleveland, and it’s fair to wonder if (or maybe when) he’ll legitimately 
challenge Bob Feller for the greatest pitcher in franchise history moniker. 
 
[TRIPLE GASP!] 
 
Some might call that recency bias. Others, upon further review, might not be so quick to dismiss it. 
 
Second, any anxiety felt during that small period of uncertainty Friday night, while eventually proven to be misplaced, also speaks to the 
delicate balance Kluber helps maintain on a club with World Series aspirations. 
 
Health, as Tribe fans have witnessed firsthand in recent years, is never a guarantee. Neither is the period of time a window of contention is to 
remain open. The Indians, despite any uncertainty over their bullpen beyond 2018, figure to remain within striking distance of a title, at least as 
long as the core group of Kluber, Lindor, José Ramírez, Trevor Bauer, Mike Clevinger, Carlos Carrasco and a slew of others remain under club 
control. 
 
That said, as Kluber’s place in franchise history become clearer with every dominant outing — or more pronounced due to a rare off-night — it’s 
never been more critical to ensure the most is made of his ascendence to the game’s elites. Because as jarring as it is to see Kluber look … 
well … mortal, it’s unfair and unrealistic to expect that consistency to last forever, and at the end of this run, the organization should desperately 
hope to avoid feeling like they could have done more to capitalize on a star-filled roster. 
 
For now, though, it’s become easy to expect any Kluber struggles to be short-lived. And it’s that level of expectation that helps demonstrate just 
how dominant he’s become. 
 



“You know, he just misfired,” Francona said. “I guess he proved he’s human. He doesn’t look like it very often.” 
 
Twins 6, Indians 3: 11 Walk-Off Thoughts on a rough  night almost all the way around and a robotic ace ma king human mistakes 

By Ryan Lewis 

Here are 11 Walk-Off Thoughts after the Indians’ 6-3 loss to the Minnesota Twins on Friday night. 

1. TJ Zuppe of The Athletic, as he occasionally does, brought a Red Bull to the ballpark on Friday night, a standard 12-ounce can of liquid 
energy, to enjoy around the time the game started. But as he went to open it, the tab that you pull off and then use to drive into the top 
somehow broke clean off the can—without it opening. All of a sudden, he now just had a sad, completely sealed container of Red Bull. Multiple 
sharp objects were used but proved to be no match for the impenetrable top of the can. As this is being typed the stupid can is sitting there, 
unopened, a little tragic story of unfulfilled potential. 

2. And, it pretty much ended up being the perfect metaphor for the night the Indians were about to have. What seemed to be automatic all of a 
sudden didn’t work as it was expected. Corey Kluber walked a batter for the first time in roughly six weeks. He gave up more than three runs for 
the first time in roughly 11 months. Francisco Lindor committed two errors and now has as many as he did all of last season (errors are not the 
best way to evaluate defensive performance, but, it does stand out). Dan Otero balked in a run. The offense did little until a six-run deficit 
already existed. 

3. One of the reasons Kluber is one of the most consistent starters in the game is that he’s able to adjust to so many obstacles on the fly—a 
start in which his command is off, or how hitters are attacking him, or if one pitch is working while another isn’t—and still put up a quality start 
even on a night in which he struggles. Kluber has elite stuff, but his ability to grind through a day in which he doesn’t have it all working is just 
about second to none. 

4. His consistency has reached the point at which it’s almost a valid question to ask if he’s really a Westworld host who figured out the maize. 
On Friday night, for the first time since last July, an offense got to him for more than three runs. Eddie Rosario hit a home run in the first and 
Brian Dozier later took Kluber deep in the fourth. 

5. Said Kluber, who added that he was just “out of whack a little bit mechanically,” when asked if a pitcher’s mechanics being off can pop up 
prior to or during the game, Kluber said: “I would say both. I think there are days where you feel off but you’re able to make the correction and 
get things back to where you want them. And then there’s days where something feels off. You try different things and your body for whatever 
reason that day, you can’t find that feeling or that delivery that you want. There are different cases, obviously, you’re always trying to—if it does 
feel off—adjust to it and get the job done.” 

6. So, on a rare night in which the Indians’ workhorse ace didn’t have it, Indians manager Terry Francona gave him a break from shoulder such 
a major load. Kluber entered Friday night second in the majors in innings pitched this season, and he can expect a heavy workload in October. 
Francona decided this might be a time to allow him to ease off the gas for a bit, and he was pulled after 65 pitches. 

7. Said Francona: “Oh, I think he could have kept going. We lean on him so heavily and we plan on a lot more that on a night when he had a 
couple misfires that proved he’s human that why make him go out for two more and run his pitch count up to 100, where we’re down four and 
it’s not like we’re trying to win  but save some of his bullets because if we want to get where we want to go, he’s going to have a major part in 
that so on one night when he didn’t command his best, try to give him a little break.” 

8. Lindor now has 10 errors this season after another multi-error game. He’s two off his career high. But, that isn’t the only (or best) way to 
measure defensive performance. And even with that more comprehensive way, a 600-ish sample size is normally too small to really gather any 
statical significance from it. So, on one hand, Lindor has already committed 10 errors, which is an issue, subjective stat or not. He’s also been 
credited with nine defensive runs saved, according to FanGraphs, and a UZR/150 of 12.3. Those numbers would be fairly close to what he put 
up in 2016 when he won both a Gold Glove and a Platinum Glove. It’s some good, some bad, and potentially a lot of statistical noise. 

9. Said Lindor: “Yeah, made mistakes and it cost a couple runs and that’s pretty much it. I continue to work as hard as I can to try to be the best 
I can be and today I wasn’t at my best.” 

10. Yan Gomes went 2-for-4 with a home run and two RBI and has had a solid June offensively. He entered Friday night with a .984 OPS and 
164 wRc+ this month and has somewhat quietly put together a strong couple weeks. Though, after a terrific May, the Indians’ lineup as a whole 
hasn’t been producing at quite the same level. Sustaining the success they found is the next step. 

11. Said Lindor: “You’ve got to swing at good pitches, play the game the right way, try to have fun, which, it was hard for me today, but it’s just 
… you’ve gotta continue to enjoy the game. Good things happen to those who enjoy the game.” 

Twins 6, Indians 3: Corey Kluber, Francisco Lindor have rough nights in loss 

By Ryan Lewis 

CLEVELAND: There was just about nothing that went right for the Indians in a 6-3 loss to the Minnesota Twins on Friday night at Progressive 
Field. 

Corey Kluber was roughed up and exited the game after only 65 pitches. Francisco Lindor committed two errors. Dan Otero balked in a run. 
The offense was silent and watched as Kyle Gibson turned in a Kluber-like outing. 

For those looking for good news for the Indians (36-32) from Friday’s game, the only solace was that it was just one game out of 162, and 
there’s another one Saturday. 

Kluber entered Friday not having a walked a batter in six consecutive starts and having not allowed more than three runs in 26 consecutive 
starts dating back to last season. Both of those streaks died in the fourth inning Friday night. 

Kluber walked Eduardo Escobar with a runner on second, snapping a streak of 46⅓ innings without a walk. It was the longest such streak by an 
Indians pitcher since Paul Byrd went 48 innings without a free pass in 2007, and the longest in baseball since Bartolo Colon went 48⅓ without a 
walk in 2015. 



With two on, the Twins (30-36) extended their lead to 2-0 on a fielder’s choice and an error by Lindor. Brian Dozier then belted a two-run home 
run to left field to make it 4-0. 

Eddie Rosario had homered in the first inning to give the Twins a lead two batters into the game. 

Kluber (10-3) was pulled after the fifth inning and only 65 pitches thrown. According to the club, it was only a manager’s decision, pointing to the 
desire to save some mileage on Kluber’s arm on what was a rough night from the beginning both offensively and defensively for the Indians. 

Lindor later bobbled a routine grounder, bringing his error total to 10 for the season, two off his career high for a season. 

Otero was brought into the game in the sixth and, with runners on second and third, balked in Logan Morrison to extend the Twins’ lead to 6-0. 

Otero pitched 1⅔ innings, Tyler Olson recorded an out and Josh Tomlin logged two innings to allow Kluber to have a lighter workload. 

It wasn’t a positive night for Indians hitters, either, who for roughly the past month have been among the game’s most productive. They were 
punchless against Gibson until the sixth, already down six runs. Gibson (2-4) allowed only three hits in seven innings. 

Yan Gomes was the bright spot for the night, coming up with two of the run-scoring hits. 

With two on in the sixth, Gomes singled to center field to score Jose Ramirez, who reached base on one of Gibson’s four walks. Gomes then 
added a solo home run in the ninth off Twins reliever Taylor Rodgers. 

Erik Gonzalez added an RBI double with two outs in the ninth before closer Fernando Rodney came on to strike out Lindor and end the game. 
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Indians notebook: Yonder Alonso dealing with family emergency; Ryan Merritt, Danny Salazar progressing; Nick Goody gets second 
opinion 

By Ryan Lewis 

CLEVELAND: The Indians will be without Yonder Alonso at least through this weekend as he deals with a family emergency. 

According to Indians manager Terry Francona, Alonso had a family matter pop up recently. Alonso was placed on Major League Baseball’s 
Family Medical Emergency List, on which he can remain for three to five days. 

The move corresponded with Tyler Naquin being activated off the 10-day disabled list. He had been sidelined since May 12 with a strained 
hamstring.  

Alonso’s family matter, for at least a few days, will allow Greg Allen to remain with the Indians, as his demotion would have been the roster 
move to facilitate Naquin’s activation. 

“We wanted to give [Alonso] a couple of days to take care of what he needs to, but I told Greg he would stay here with us, so he kind of knows 
the situation,” Francona said. 

Barring some other unforeseen circumstance, Allen will likely be headed back to Triple-A within the next week as the Indians outfield, ravaged 
with injuries the last two seasons, becomes healthier as a group. 

Allen has struggled mightily at the plate since the calendar flipped to June, collecting only three hits in 35 at-bats. 

Ryan Merritt returned to the Triple-A mound Thursday night and Danny Salazar has resumed throwing as both progress from their respective 
arm injuries. 

Merritt was transferred to the 60-day disabled list with a sprained knee in May, though he’s also dealt with some shoulder issues along the way. 

Salazar received a cortisone shot a couple of weeks ago — he was also given a platelet-rich plasma (PRP) injection earlier this season — and 
was shut down. He has since resumed throwing, but it won’t be until he can ramp up his workload that the Indians will know how effective the 
treatment really was. 

“Salazar has resumed throwing and, by all accounts, so far he’s doing pretty good,” Francona said. “Now, he’s done pretty good up to this point 
lots of times — it’s when we start getting to the maximum intensity [that he has had issues]. But I’d still rather hear good stuff than not.” 

Second opinion 

Reliever Nick Goody, on the 60-day disabled list, received a second opinion on his elbow from Dr. James Andrews, who confirmed the 
diagnosis of an elbow hyperextension and inflammation. Goody received a PRP injection and will be shut down for a minimum of three weeks. 

“The good news is, structurally, we know what it is, [and] it’s nothing worse,” Francona said. “But he is dealing with that spur back there. So 
when he got out to [throwing] about 100 feet, he was feeling it.” 
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Columbus Clippers outfielder Todd Hankins boosts ave rage: Cleveland Indians minors 

By Branson Wright, The Plain Dealer 

CLEVELAND, Ohio - Todd Hankins has boosted his batting average by 64 points over his last 10 games for the Cleveland Indians Class AAA 
Columbus Clippers. 

Overall, Hankins is on a 12-game hit streak that dates to May 26 at Gwinnett, hitting .421 (16-for-38), including three games in which he 
entered as a substitute (5-for-6 in such games). 

Hankins, an outfielder, is a 15th-round selection of the Tribe in 2011. 

On the climb: To begin this month, .2 points is all that separated Francisco Mejia from dead last in the International League in batting (.1890 to 
Taylor Featherston's .1888). 



Things have changed. 

Mejia has hit .357 in June to put 46 points and six players between him and the bottom. He had a 10-game hit streak halted on June 10, but his 
hot streak was good enough to earn a one-day promotion to Cleveland on June 11. 

Moving down: Mike Papi has been sent back to the bottom of the order after a nine-game stretch of batting fifth or higher (.357/.458/.429 with 6 
RBIs in 28 ABs). When Papi hits sixth or lower, he has produced a line of .253/.404/.448 with 3 homers and 11 RBIs in 87 at bats. Regardless 
of where he hits, the Clippers are a better team with him in the lineup, going 25-17 (.595, best win percentage on team). 

All-Star: Clippers manager Chris Tremie and Iowa Cubs skipper Marty Pevey are the managers of their respective league's All-Star teams for 
the 2018 Huntington Bank Triple-A All-Star Game. 

The game will take place at Huntington Park on Wednesday, July 11. Tremie  guided the IL to victory in the Triple-A All-Star Game in 2016. 

This marks the fifth time a Columbus manager has served in that capacity in the Triple-A All-Star Game, which includes Bucky Dent (1989) and 
Mike Sarbaugh (2011-12). 

Cleveland Indians prospect Triston McKenzie stays f ocused 

By Elton Alexander, The Plain Dealer 

AKRON, Ohio - Standing 6-5, spindle-thin with a 38-inch vertical, the immediate athletic thought is the hardwood. But basketball was never the 
choice for Triston McKenzie, 20, the top pitching prospect for the Cleveland Indians. 

It was always baseball, with a little volleyball on the side. He was born in Brooklyn, N.Y. but was raised in Royal Palm Beach, Florida. 

"In high school, the basketball coach was like, 'you're the baseball kid, right,' McKenzie said one day after his home debut with the Akron 
RubberDucks. "That's as far as it got. Baseball was definitely all I focused on, especially in high school." 

Plain and simple, he's a baseball player through and through and has made himself a student of the game. "I try to watch major league games 
as much as possible,'' McKenzie said. "They play the game at a different pace. I learn from where I want to be." 

Even his teammates notice his focus. 

"He's aware of what's going on,'' said Ducks catcher Sicnarf Loopstok, who has caught McKenzie in the past. "He's got a pretty good arm, and 
his command is awesome. He is on his job, stays sharp. And when he feels good ..." 

The rest of that thought was left to the imagination, and the numbers. The right-handed McKenzie had a breakout season last year at 
Advanced-A Lynchburg, finishing 12-6 with a 3.46 ERA, 186 strikeouts vs. 45 walks. 

Now at Akron, he joins an impressive list of Indians pitching prospects who arrived in the Rubber City, preceded by a certain level of hype, then 
went on to deliver -- from Jaret Wright to CC Sabathia to Danny Baez and now, hopefully, McKenzie. 

According to scouting reports, all of McKenzie's pitches - fastball, curve, changeup - grade above average, along with his control. And most see 
him advancing through the Indians minor league system with ease. 

He was slowed a bit at the start of this season with tightness in his forearm, which led to extended spring training in Arizona, missing all of a 
very cold Northeast Ohio spring. 

McKenzie made his Ducks debut on the road June 7, and his second start at home earlier this week. The record currently stands a 1-1 with a 
2.89 ERA with nine strikeouts and three walks. He will likely pitch again either Sunday or Monday. 

"I was 89-92 (mph) the first game,'' McKenzie said of his fastball. "I was 91-95 (Tuesday) night, and definitely felt more comfortable." 

The only question, from high school on, has been his ability to add more mass to his frame. At 165-pounds, McKenzie is all arms and legs, 
knees and elbows. 

He's so thin there is some question if he even feels a breeze when the wind blows. But McKenzie says the Indians do not have him on a 
weight-gaining diet, allowing nature to take its natural course. 

"It's not something I stress about, or worry about,'' he said. "Whatever I can get in, I get in. That's always been the case. But it's not necessarily 
a priority. They haven't forced that on me.'' 

McKenzie said when he has picked up a rare extra five pounds or so over the course of a couple of weeks, he can lose it all in a day, just after 
a long flight and a missed meal. 

"As long as I stay strong, and I have energy and I'm able to go out there and perform without getting hurt, that's all that goes through my mind,'' 
McKenzie said. 

"I think the Indians, and the staff there, I think that's all that is on their minds. As long as I can stay healthy, compete and help the team win, 
that's the best thing.'' 

And probably the fastest way to the top rung of the Indians organization in Cleveland. 
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Cleveland Indians, Corey Kluber can't contain Minne sota Twins in 6-3 defeat 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.com jnoga@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- The only significant streak that wasn't snapped Friday at Progressive Field was the one that mattered most. 

Minnesota beat the Indians for the fourth straight time, 6-3, as Tribe ace Corey Kluber could not contain the Twins offense early on, and the top 
half of Cleveland's batting order struggled to produce against Minnesota starter Kyle Gibson. 



Yan Gomes hit a solo home run in the ninth inning off Twins reliever Taylor Rogers, and Eric Gonzalez doubled home Rajai Davis as the 
Indians mounted a late rally, but Minnesota closer Fernando Rodney struck out Francisco Lindor with the tying run on deck to earn his 15th 
save. 

Kluber (10-3, 2.24) suffered his first loss since May 8, and saw his streak of consecutive innings without issuing a walk end at 46 1/3 when he 
surrendered a free pass to Twins third baseman Eduardo Escobar after a leadoff double by Eddie Rosario in the fourth. 

Logan Morrison then reached base on a throwing error by Lindor that allowed Rosario to score, and Brian Dozier followed with a two-run homer 
to the bleachers in left, giving the Twins a 4-0 lead. 

"Just out of whack a little bit mechanically," Kluber explained afterward. "Obviously didn't make good pitches to a few guys. Made some 
mistakes and they took advantage of it." 

Kluber's no-walks streak spanned 179 batters and was the longest by an Indians pitcher since Paul Byrd logged 48 such innings in 2007. It was 
the longest streak of its kind in the majors since Bartolo Colon went 48 1/3 straight for the Mets in 2015. 

Manager Terry Francona pulled Kluber after a 1-2-3 fifth inning in favor of Tyler Olson, making it Kluber's shortest outing of 2018 and snapping 
his streak of 14 consecutive quality starts to open the season. It also marked the first time in 26 straight outings that Kluber allowed more than 
three runs, a stretch that reached back to Aug. 3 of last season. 

"We lean on him so heavily and we plan on a lot more, that on a night when he had a couple misfires that proved he's human, why make him go 
out for two more and run his pitch count up to 100?" Francona said. "If we want to get where we want to go, he's going to have a major part in 
that so on one night when he didn't command his best, try to give him a little break." 

Gibson, meanwhile, was brilliant against Cleveland's lineup for the second straight outing. After allowing just two runs on two hits in his previous 
start against the Tribe twelve days earlier, he limited the Indians to a single run, scattering three hits with three strikeouts across seven innings. 

Gibson (2-4, 3.27) held Cleveland's first four batters hitless in 13 plate appearances. 

"When he got his breaking where he wanted to, it was a pretty tight spin," Francona said of Gibson. "The breaking ball that he's come up with 
has made him a much better pitcher than maybe what we saw two years ago." 

Gomes chased home Jose Ramirez with an RBI base hit in the sixth after Ramirez and Jason Kipnis had drawn walks against Gibson. Gomes 
entered the game hitting .286 with two doubles, two homers and six RBI in his previous five games. Five of Gomes' nine home runs this season 
have come against American League Central Division opponents. 

Minnesota added a pair of runs in the sixth on a fielding error by Lindor and a balk by Indians reliever Dan Otero. 

"Made mistakes and it cost a couple runs and that's pretty much it," Lindor said. "I continue to work as hard as I can to try to be the best I can 
be and today I wasn't at my best."  

Rosario stayed hot against Cleveland with a pair of hits, including a first-inning solo home run on the first pitch he saw from Kluber. It was the 
second consecutive home run by Rosario against Indians pitching after his walk-off blast in Minnesota on June 3. 

"As a hitter, it's amazing to see someone who's locked in," Lindor said of his countryman. "It don't matter what you throw and where you throw 
it. They're going to hit it and hit it hard. He's having a great season. I think he's an All-Star." 

What it means 

The Indians are 2-5 this season against Minnesota, and have lost four straight to the Twins. The loss snaps a seven-game winning streak at 
home for the Tribe, and drops the club's record to 18-12 against the American League Central overall. 

The pitches 

Kluber threw 65 pitches, 41 (63 percent) for strikes. Gibson threw 103 pitches, 63 (61 percent) for strikes. 

 

Terry Francona: Corey Kluber's no-walks formula is a ll 'too simple' 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.com jnoga@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Cleveland Indians manager Terry Francona says the formula for starting pitcher Corey Kluber is all "too simple." 

If you don't walk opposing batters, they can't steal bases on you, and teams have to string hits together in order to score. That's what made 
Kluber so effective in his last eight starts. 

"It makes things a lot harder," Francona said. "Especially if you have the stuff he has." 

Kluber entered Friday's start against Minnesota having not issued a walk in 43 1/3 consecutive innings. The streak ended in the top of the 
fourth inning at 46 1/3 innings when Eduardo Escobar drew a free pass on five pitches from the Tribe right-hander. 

According to Elias Sports, Kluber's ratio of 56 strikeouts to one walk over his past eight outings is the largest since the pitching mound moved to 
its current distance in 1893. 

"I think he's gotten off to a better start than he ever has," Francona said. "As he gets into the year, he seems to find more power behind his 
pitches. Maybe because of his work ethic. I'm sure some of it is confidence. But I wouldn't be surprised if you see that velocity tick up as 
opposed to go the other way." 

Francona said he appreciates Kluber's approach now more because he knows him and knows his mannerisms. When Kluber thinks an umpire 
has missed a call on a pitch, Francona can pick it up in his body language, but not many others can. 



"He's very stoic," Francona said. "We talk about it to the other guys, Trevor (Bauer) and all the other pitchers. When the other team doesn't 
know that you don't feel maybe it's your best, that's a good thing. You don't know with Kluber, anything. And I think that's good. I think it's an 
advantage." 

Staying grounded: Lonnie Chisenhall was out early Friday taking ground balls at third base, but Francona said not to read anything into it. In 
fact, since Chisenhall's move to right field three years ago, Francona said the former first-round draft pick "loves doing that" from time to time. 

"It's funny because when he was there, he didn't," Francona joked. "But I think it's good for him, and if we get into situations like where 
somebody gets nicked up or something happens, it's nice to know that somebody can go over to second or go to third and actually the 
position." 

Starters making progress: Francona said injured starting pitchers Ryan Merritt and Danny Salazar are making progress. Merritt pitched 
Thursday on a minor-league rehab assignment for Class AAA Columbus, tossing 44 pitches in three innings and allowing four hits. He struck 
out one and did not issue a walk against Louisville. 

Francona said Salazar has resumed his throwing program, and by all accounts is "doing pretty good." But Francona tempered the report with a 
sense of caution. 

"He's done pretty good up to this point lots of times," Francona said of Salazar. "It's when we start getting to the maximum intensity. But I'd still 
rather hear good stuff than not." 

Goody shut down: Injured reliever Nick Goody had his sore right elbow re-evaluated by Dr. James Andrews last week and received a platelet-
rich plasma injection. He will be shut down from throwing for three weeks while the joint heals. 

"The good news is, structurally, we know what it is, it's nothing worse," Francona said. "But, he is dealing with a bone spur back there. So, 
when he got out to about 100 feet, he was feeling it." 

Opportunity knocked: Francona said Oliver Perez and Neil Ramirez have had a calming influence on the back end of the Tribe's bullpen since 
the start of June. 

"We were hoping that with opportunity, things would happen," Francona said. 

Entering Friday's game, Perez had yet to allow an earned run in six appearances, and opposing hitters have collected just two hits. 

"Oliver has certainly helped," Francona said. 

Ramirez, meanwhile, appears to be settling into an eighth-inning role. He's appeared in 12 games since the middle of May and has not given up 
an earned run since May 24. Ramirez has struck out seven and walked just one batter since June 1, a stretch that covers 7 1/3 innings. 

"If not just an eighth inning guy, (he's) one that can get some swing-and-miss and pound the zone with good stuff," Francona said. 

The emergence of Perez and Ramirez has helped the rest of Francona's bullpen settle back into more familiar roles. Dan Otero and Zach 
McAllister have had solid outings in the last two weeks, and lefty Tyler Olson has not been forced to face as many right-handed hitters as he did 
in May. 

"I think things are settling down a bit," Francona said. 
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Walking's dead: Cleveland Indians vs. Minnesota Twi ns lineups for Friday, Game 68 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.com jnoga@cleveland.com 

CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Cleveland Indians ace Corey Kluber is set to face the Minnesota Twins for the second time this season in Friday's 
homestand opener at Progressive Field. 

Kluber got the win on April 17 in Puerto Rico, pitching 6 2/3 innings and allowing one run on five hits while striking out six. Kluber owns a career 
9-5 record and 3.21 ERA in 20 starts vs. the Twins, including a 4-3 mark and 3.16 ERA at Progressive Field. 

The Tribe right-hander extended his career-long walkess innings streak to 43 1/3 in his last start against Detroit. It's the longest such run by a 
Tribe pitcher since Paul Byrd's stretch of 48 innings in 2007. Kluber has not issued a walk in each of his last six starts, which is tied for the 
second-longest such streak in Tribe history, behind Dick Donovan's run of seven consecutive starts from June 20-July 20, 1963. 

Kluber has recorded a quality start in each of his 14 outings this season, marking the longest streak of quality starts to begin a season by a 
Tribe starting pitcher since Hall of Famer Stan Coveleski began the 1918 campaign with a string of 16 consecutive quality starts. 

Kluber has also allowed three or fewer runs in each of his last 26 starts dating back to August 3, 2017. 

Gibson, meanwhile, is making his 15th career start and second of the season against Cleveland. 

In 14 career starts against the Indians, he is 2-6, 5.60 ERA with 30 walks and 48 strikeouts. Gibson did not factor in the decision during his start 
against Cleveland on June 3 after allowing two runs on two hits and two walks with seven strikeouts over 5 2/3 innings. 

Gibson's last loss to the Indians was Aug. 17, 2017 when gave up three runs on seven hits over four innings. 

Tyler Naquin has been activated and is batting eighth for Cleveland, with Erik Gonzalez playing first and batting ninth as Yonder Alonso is on 
family leave. 
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Cleveland Indians activate OF Tyler Naquin 

By Joe Noga, cleveland.com jnoga@cleveland.com 

 



CLEVELAND, Ohio -- Tyler Naquin has been activated from the disabled list and will bat eighth for the Cleveland Indians on Friday against 
Minnesota. 

The club announced Naquin would be active for the homestand opener and start in center field. Manager Terry Francona told reporters before 
the game that first baseman Yonder Alonso had been placed on the family medical emergency list and will be away from the team for at least 
three days. 

Francona said the team was prepared to option outfielder Greg Allen back to Class AAA Columbus before Alonso's situation came to light. 

"We wanted to give (Alonso) a couple days to take care of what he needs to, but I told Greg he would stay here with us so he kind of knows the 
situation," Francona said. 

Under Major League Baseball rules, Alonso must miss at least three days, but can be away from the club no more than seven during his stay 
on the family medical emergency list. 

Naquin had been on the disabled list since May 12 with a left hamstring strain. 

Prior to going on the DL, Naquin hit .417 with a home run and six RBI in nine May games for Cleveland. During a six-game minor league rehab 
stint, the 27 year old hit .111 with a walk and six strikeouts. 

Indians notes: Outfield in motion as Tyler Naquin ac tivated from DL, Greg Allen expected to return to Tr iple-A Columbus 
Chris Assenheimer ByChris Assenheimer | The Chronicle -TelegramPublished on June 15, 2018 | Updated 2:54 a . m. 
CLEVELAND — The Indians’ revolving-door policy in the outfield continued Friday. 
 
Cleveland activated Tyler Naquin prior to the series opener against Minnesota with Naquin starting in center field and batting eighth, following a 
month-long stint on the disabled list with a left hamstring strain. 
 
Brandon Guyer (neck strain) also returned from a lengthy stay on the injured list Thursday, taking the roster spot of veteran Melky Cabrera, who 
was designated for assignment. 
 
Cleveland is expected to option center fielder Greg Allen to Triple-A Columbus to clear room for Naquin on the roster, but won’t have to make 
the move for at least three days, thanks to first baseman Yonder Alonso being placed on the family medical emergency list. 
 
Alonso can remain on the list for 3-7 days. When he returns, Allen is all but certain to rejoin the Clippers. 
 
Naquin was off to a good start before the injury struck, batting .333 with three doubles, two home runs and 11 RBIs in 30 games for the Indians. 
 
Entering Friday, Cleveland had employed eight players in its outfield — Michael Brantley, Lonnie Chisenhall, Bradley Zimmer, Rajai Davis, 
Guyer, Cabrera, Allen and Naquin. 
 
Medical moments 
Andrew Miller threw a bullpen session Thursday but there is still no timetable for the left-hander’s return. He has been sidelined since May 26 
with right knee inflammation and is in the midst of his second trip to the DL this season. 
 
“When we get him back, we want to keep him back,” manager Terry Francona said. “He hasn’t had recurrences or nothing coming up. I don’t 
feel like we’re there where we can activate him and keep him where he needs to be and I think he feels the same way. So that’s why we’re 
continuing to just throw these bullpens.” 
 
There is no indication whether Miller will require a minor league rehab assignment before he is activated. 
 
** Right-hander Nick Goody (right elbow inflammation) was re-evaluated by Dr. James Andrews. He received a PRP injection for a bothersome 
bone spur and will be shut down for the next three weeks. 
 
“The good news is, structurally, we know what it is, it’s nothing worse,” Francona said of Goody, who is on the 60-day DL and hasn’t pitched 
since May 3. 
 
** Right-hander Danny Salazar (right rotator cuff tendinitis) has returned to Goodyear, Ariz., after being examined by doctors in Cleveland. 
According to Francona, he has also resumed throwing. 
 
“Now, he’s done pretty good up to this point lots of times, it’s when we start getting to the maximum intensity,” Francona said of Salazar, who 
hasn’t pitched in a game all season. “But I’d still rather hear good stuff than not.” 
 
** Francona said left-hander Ryan Merritt (left knee sprain) is ready to leave the injured list after missing the first two-plus months of the season. 
 
Pen power 
 
The Indians have been getting a better effort from their bullpen as of late. Relievers had held opponents scoreless in seven of the last eight 
games through Thursday, with their 2.30 ERA in June standing as the seventh-lowest in the majors. 
 
Right-hander Neil Ramirez and lefty Oliver Perez, who hadn’t allowed a run in his first six appearances through Thursday, have provided a lift. 
 



“We were hoping that with opportunity, things would happen,” Francona said. “Oliver has certainly helped. Neil looks like he’s settling into a role 
(in the) eighth inning — a guy that can get some swing-and-miss, pound the zone, with good stuff. 
 
“It allows us to back up and maybe pitch OT (Dan Otero) in different situations, or Mac (Zach McAllister). So, hopefully, not just those two, but 
Mac has been really much better. Same with OT. So, I think things are settling down a bit. Now all of a sudden you’re not seeing (left-hander 
Tyler) Olson facing the righties he shouldn’t face. Things like that.” 
 
Old digs 
Prior to Friday’s game, Chisenhall took ground balls at third base — the position he played for the first seven-plus years of his professional 
career — after the Indians selected him with the 29th overall pick in 2008. 
 
“He loves doing that. It’s funny because when he was (playing) there, he didn’t,” Francona said of Chisenhall, who revealed after he relocated 
to the outfield that he didn’t really enjoy playing third. “But I think it’s good for him, and if we get into situations like where somebody gets nicked 
up or something happens, it’s nice to know that somebody can go over there. Because with the way rosters are now, and everybody is trying to 
keep as many (pitchers) in the bullpen, myself included, it’s nice to know you have somebody who can go to second or go to third and actually 
the position.” 
 
Minor detail 
Prized prospect Francisco Mejia has struggled during his debut season on the Triple-A level, but he had a big game Thursday, going 3-for-5 
with a homer, double and three RBIs in Columbus’ 8-2 win at Louisville. 
 
Mejia, 22, was batting .223 with five homers and 28 RBIs in 51 games through Thursday. 
 
Roundin’ third 
Francona (2013-18) won his 490th game for the Indians on Thursday, moving him into a tie with Roger Peckinpaugh (1928-33, ’41) for sixth 
place all-time. Eric Wedge is fifth with 561 wins from 2003-09. 
 
Francona’s .560 winning percentage is the third-highest in franchise history behind Al Lopez (.617 from 1951-56) and Ossie Vitt (.570 from 
1938-40). 
 
TRIBE NOTES Ingraham: Kluber's so good, he should wa lk into Hall of Fame 
Jim Ingraham | The Chronicle-TelegramPublished on June 14, 2018 | Updated 2:16 p. m. 
From the genius of LeBron James to the genius of Corey Kluber. 
 
From the greatest player in the history of the Cavs, if not planet Earth, to — he’s entered the discussion, and if he wins a third Cy Young Award 
this year, the discussion may be over — the greatest pitcher in Indians history. 
 
Kluber’s metronomic rise to greatness has become so routine that it’s easy, and grossly unfair, to take it for granted. This is legendary stuff. 
Dominating major league hitters — there is no higher league, these are the best hitters in the world — is ridiculously hard. Kluber makes it look 
ridiculously easy. 
 
Grab a chair, sit down and consider the following numbers, whose dizzying brilliance are best, and most safely, digested while off your feet: 
 
In 37 regular-season starts since June 1 of last year, Kluber’s record is 25-4, with a 1.76 ERA. Opposing batters are hitting .185 against him, 
and he has almost 300 more strikeouts (327) than walks (33). 
 
Go ahead, read that again. I’ll wait. 
 
Number of walks by Indians starting pitchers since May 8: Trevor Bauer 10, Carlos Carrasco 11, Mike Clevinger 15. 
 
Number of walks since May 8 by other selected American League pitchers: Justin Verlander 9, Luis Severino 11, Chris Sale 11, Gerrit Cole 14. 
 
Number of walks since May 8 by Corey Kluber: Zero. 
 
He hasn’t walked anybody in over a month. He has faced 168 consecutive batters without a walk. The last time he actually, you know, walked a 
guy was May 8. He walked a guy that day. But only one. If you want to go back to April 27, he has walked one of the last 212 batters he’s 
faced. 
 
In those 37 starts since June 1 of last year, Kluber is averaging 11.1 strikeouts and 1.1 walks per nine innings. That’s insane. 
 
In his 14 starts this season, Kluber almost has more wins (10) than walks (10). Think about that. 
 
So to review: opposing teams can’t hit him, and he doesn’t walk anybody. 
 
I remember once asking former Indians outfielder Chris James what it was like to face Nolan Ryan. 
 
“It means you better go 2-for-4 the day before,” he said. 
 



It’s kind of like that with Kluber. Just ask these guys, accompanied by their career averages versus Kluber: 
 
Jose Altuve (.208), Kris Bryant (.100), Paul Goldschmidt (.167), Dustin Pedroia (.111), Brian Dozier (.149), Albert Pujols (.000: 0-for-16), Nick 
Markakis (.154), Jean Segura (.125), the Seagers, Corey and Kyle (.167: 3-for-18), and … oh yeah, some guy named Mike Trout (.133). 
 
Kluber has won the Cy Young Award in two of the last four years. It arguably could have been three of four. In 2016, he went 18-9 with a 3.14 
ERA, led the league in shutouts and FIP, but finished third in the Cy Young voting, even though he had a better WAR (5.8 from Baseball-
Reference) than the pitcher who won the award, Rick Porcello (4.8). 
 
This year Kluber is positioning himself to make a run at still another Cy Young Award. 
 
In other words, he won the Cy Young last year, and got BETTER this year. 
 
If Kluber wins a third Cy Young Award this year, it all but guarantees induction into the Hall of Fame. Of the six pitchers who have won three Cy 
Young Awards, four of them are in the Hall of Fame: Sandy Koufax, Pedro Martinez, Jim Palmer and Tom Seaver, and the other two will be: 
Clayton Kershaw and Max Scherzer. 
 
Even with two Cy Young Awards, Kluber has a decent chance for a trip to Cooperstown. Three of the other eight pitchers who have won the 
award twice are in the Hall of Fame: Bob Gibson, Gaylord Perry and Tom Glavine. 
 
For now, Kluber would seem to have a strong chance this year to become the sixth Indians pitcher to start for the American League in the All-
Star game. The last to do it was Cliff Lee in 2008. The others: Charles Nagy (1996), Perry (1974), Luis Tiant (1968) and Bob Feller (1941). 
 
However, since the American League All-Star manager this year is Houston’s A.J. Hinch, it seems more likely that he’ll pick his guy to start the 
game, Justin Verlander, speaking of other potential future Hall of Famers. 
 
There is no gray area about whether Kluber now ranks among the greatest Indians pitchers ever. In fact, judged strictly by analytics, he 
probably already is the greatest Indians pitcher ever. 
 
Among Indians pitchers with a minimum of 1,000 innings, Kluber ranks first in strikeouts per nine innings, strikeouts per walks, strikeout 
percentage and strikeout to walks percentage. 
 
He’s second in winning percentage (.632, Cliff Lee is first at .634), second in WHIP (1.065, Addie Joss is first at 0.968) and second in ERA+ 
(Joss 142, Kluber 140). 
 
I could go on, but so could Kluber. So WILL Kluber. 
 
So sorry, hitters 
 
Rare Kluber clunker, weak hitting, sink Indians 
A breeze whispering through downtown Cleveland, dollar dog night, fireworks after the game and Corey Kluber on the mound facing the 
Minnesota Twins. 
 
For a baseball fan, and an Indians fans in particular, Progressive Field was the place to be on June 15. 
 
In a way, it’s almost a shame a fan can watch every time Kluber pitches simply by turning on the television because it diminishes the thrill of 
watching him in person. There was a time when the crowd at old Cleveland Stadium — okay, so you might have to go back to the days of Louis 
Tiant or Sam McDowell — would increase depending on who was pitching because the games weren’t all televised. 
 
Kluber, in his worst and shortest outing of the season, was tagged with the 6-3 loss in which the defense was poor and the hitting was weak. 
The Indians scored two runs in a ninth inning rally to tease the 32,367 fans who paid their way in to watch the Tribe’s ace. 
No excuses for Kluber, though. He gave up four runs in five innings. Just how rare it is for him to be out of sync is reflected in the following 
numbers: 
 
• Dating back to Aug. 3, 2017, Kluber allowed three or fewer runs in 26 straight starts — the longest such streak in American League history — 
before the streak ended in a rocky fourth inning when Twins second baseman Brian Dozier hit a two-run homer for a 4-0 Minnesota lead. 
 
• The game against the Twins was his 15th of the season, all starts. He recorded a quality start (pitching as least six innings while allowing 
three or fewer runs) in his first 14 starts. It was the longest streak by an Indians pitcher since Hall of Famer Stan Coveleski began the 1918 
season with 16 quality starts. 
 
• Kluber had not allowed a walk in his last six starts. It was the longest walkless streak by an Indians pitcher since Dick Donovan went seven 
games without a walk in 1963. A walk to Eduardo Escobar in the top of the fourth ended his streak of 46 1/3 innings without allowing a free 
pass. 
 
• Kluber is the first pitcher in the American League to win 10 games this season. His 1.99 ERA at the start of the game was second best in the 
A.L. 
 



Kluber’s dominance isn’t exactly stunning. He is, after all, the 2017 Cy Young Award winner. But, his game against the Twins aside, he 
arguably is pitching better than ever. He didn’t win his 10th game last year until Aug. 8 on his way to an 18-4 record. Even taking into account 
he missed a month on the disabled list with a back injury last season, he is still a month ahead of the pace he set in 2017. 
 
“He’s gotten off to a better start than he ever has,” Indians manager Terry Francona said before the series opener with the Twins. “But I still 
think his best baseball is ahead of him. It might not be statistically because statistically it would be hard (to pitch better) because he’s been at 
such a high level, but I think as he gets into the year he seems to find more power behind his pitches. 
 
“Maybe it’s because of his work ethic. I’m sure some of it’s confidence, but I wouldn’t be surprised if you see that velocity tick up as opposed to 
going the other way.” 
 
Kluber got meager run support on June 15 while slipping to 10-3 on the season, which is usually the case when he is on the losing end. He 
pitched a complete game in the season opener in Seattle and lost, 2-1. He pitched six innings in a 3-2 loss in Milwaukee on May 8 in his other 
loss this season. 
 
His four losses last year were by scores of 3-2, 5-2 (that was the start in which a back injury landed him on the D.L.), 1-0 and 6-1. The 6-1 loss 
wasn’t as bad as the score indicates; he gave up two runs in 7 2/3 innings and then the bullpen imploded. 
 
Kluber is usually money in the bank, but on an otherwise perfect night for baseball on June 15, the check bounced. 
 
Kluber not himself as Twins beat Indians, 6-3 
By Tom Withers, The Associated Press 
Corey Kluber had a rare rocky performance, lasting just five innings and losing for the first time in seven starts as Kyle Gibson outpitched the 
Cy Young winner and Brian Dozier hit a two-run homer to lead the Minnesota Twins to a 6-3 win over the Indians on June 15 at Progressive 
Field. 
 
Kluber (10-3) allowed a homer on his fourth pitch of the game to Eddie Rosario and was pulled after throwing just 65 pitches by manager Terry 
Francona. 
 
It was the shortest outing this season for the All-Star, who came in 5-0 with a 0.76 ERA against AL Central teams and was riding several other 
impressive streaks. 
 
Gibson (2-4) limited the Indians to one run and three hits in seven innings and got his first win since his season debut on March 31. 
Yan Gomes homered in the ninth and the Indians closed to 6-3 before closer Fernando Rodney struck out Francisco Lindor with one on for his 
15th save. 
 
The Twins came into the series struggling at the plate and figured to have a tough time with Kluber, who has been as dominant this season as 
any stretch of his career and was seeking to become baseball’s first 11-game winner. 
 
Kluber, though, wasn’t Kluber. 
 
With Joe Mauer returning from the disabled list after missing 25 games with a strained neck and concussion-like symptoms, Minnesota 
manager Paul Molitor dropped Dozier from the leadoff spot to No. 5 and the second baseman responded with his two-run homer in the fourth 
and three RBIs. 
 
Lindor had two more errors, giving the Indians All-Star shortstop 10 this season, tying his total from 2017. 
 
Dozier put the Twins ahead 4-0 in the fourth inning, when Kluber allowed his first walk in seven starts. 
 
After Rosario doubled leading off, Kluber threw four balls to Eduardo Escobar, snapping his string without a walk at 46 1/3 innings — the 
longest for a Cleveland pitcher in 11 years. Rosario then scored when Lindor’s return throw to first after a force out nearly went into Minnesota’s 
dugout. 
 
Dozier followed by snapping a 0-for-20 slump with his 10th homer, a shot that barely cleared the wall in left to make it 4-0 and put Kluber in an 
unfamiliar hole. The steady-and-stoic star had not given up more than three runs in a game since Aug. 3, a span of 27 starts and testament to 
his consistency. 
 
Rosario has tormented Cleveland’s pitching all season, and he gave the Twins a 1-0 lead in the first when he connected on Kluber’s first pitch 
for his 15th homer — and fourth against the Indians. 
 
It was Rosario’s second homer on consecutive pitches against the Indians. He hit three homers, including a walk-off in the ninth, to lead 
Minnesota to a win over Cleveland on June 3. 
 
The Indians were without starting first baseman Yonder Alonso, who was placed on the family-medical-emergency list and will miss at least this 
series. 
 
Twins>> OF Byron Buxton (toe fracture) is working out with the team and could begin a minor league rehab assignment in a few days. He was 
injured May 29 and placed on the disabled list the following day. 



Indians>> There’s still no definitive plan with All-Star LHP Andrew Miller, who has been out since May 24 with right knee inflammation. 
Francona said the team is taking a “long-term” approach with the elite reliever, who has been on the DL twice this season. “When we get him 
back, we want to keep him back,” Francona said, adding Miller has not had any recurrences or setbacks. ... RHP Nick Goody has been shut 
down for three weeks after receiving a PRP (platelet-rich plasma) injection in his elbow. He has a bone spur which flared up while he was 
throwing from 100 feet. 
 
Indians RHP Carlos Carrasco shut out Chicago with 11 strikeouts in seven innings in his last outing. He’ll make his third start this season 
against the Twins, who will counter with Fernando Romero. 
 
Hot Rods speed by Captains 
By David Glasier, The News-Herald 
The weather was ideal, the crowd was large, the game was briskly played in just over two hours but, alas, the outcome wasn’t what Captains 
fans hoped for June 15. 
 
In front of 6,765 fans, the second-largest gathering of the season at Classic Park, the Bowling Green (Ky.) Hot Rods downed the Captains, 5-2. 
 
The Captains made it interesting in the bottom of the ninth against Bowling Green reliever Orlando Romero. 
 
Tyler Friis worked a walk to open the frame. Nolan Jones followed with a line-drive double to center field, pushing Friis to third base. 
Three times the potential tying run strode to the plate, but Romero was equal to the test every time against the middle of Lake County’s batting 
order. He struck out Oscar Gonzalez and Jonathan Laureano, then retired Midwest League All-Star outfielder Will Benson on a routine 
grounder to second base to end the threat and the game. 
 
Bowling Green ran its winning streak to nine games and upped its record to a league-best 45-22. In late April and early May, the Hot Rods 
reeled off 10 straight wins and set the tone for what turned out to be a dominant first half. 
 
An affiliate of the Tampa Bay Rays, the Hot Rods are the first-half champions of the MWL Eastern Division and have clinched a playoff berth. 
 
The Captains slipped to 29-29 and saw their modest three-game winning streak go by the boards. 
 
Lake County took a 1-0 lead in the third when Ulysses Cantu smacked a solo home run to left field off Bowling Green starter and eventual 
winner Tommy Romero (6-3, 2.17 ERA), another MWL All-Star. 
 
The Hot Rods answered in the fourth, getting to Captains starter and eventual loser Juan Hillman (0-8, 6.18 ERA) for three runs. 
 
Otherwise, the 6-foot-2 left-hander from Florida turned in his best outing of the season given the high caliber of the opponent. He threw 88 
pitches in six-plus innings, 60 for strikes. 
 
The Hot Rods mounted another threat against Hillman in the seventh, scoring two runs on RBI doubles by Adrian Ropndon and Mac Seibert. 
Jonathan Teaney was summoned to relieve Hillman and blanked the Hot Rods over the final 2 1/3 innings. 
 

Class A is an ideal spot for Miguel Sano to bounce back 

JIM SOUHAN @SOUHANSTRIB 

Miguel Sano’s demotion to Class A Fort Myers may be a pivotal event in his career and in the development of what was supposed to be a 
championship-caliber group of young Twins players. 

Here’s what you should know about Sano: 

1. He’s not alone. 

In 2006, Justin Morneau was failing in the big leagues. On a trip to Seattle, Morneau went out with some of his Vancouver-area friends. 

The Twins were 25-33. Morneau was hitting .235. Twins manager Ron Gardenhire called Morneau into his office and asked whether he wanted 
to have a good time or become a star. 

The Twins would win 96 games. Morneau would hit .364 with a 1.031 OPS the rest of the way and won the MVP award. The Twins also once 
demoted A.J. Pierzynski from the majors to Class AA to shock him, and he became a championship-caliber big-league catcher. For talented 
athletes, one conversation can alter the course of a career. 

2. He’s not lazy. 

My criticisms of Sano’s weight should not be confused with criticisms of his work ethic. I’ve seen Sano take hundreds of extra grounders in the 
high heat of a Fort Myers summer. He’s a lot like Kirby Puckett in that he believes in conditioning himself at the ballpark. 

Puckett never worked out in an offseason until the winter of 1995-96, when he began to realize that he would need better conditioning to extend 
his career. As a young infielder hovering around 300 pounds, Sano will have to come to that realization earlier than the similarly shaped Puck. 

3. Fort Myers is ideal. 

Twins brass was right to send Sano to Fort Myers instead of Class AAA for myriad reasons. Fort Myers has better facilities than Rochester — 
including a healthy-foods-only cafeteria in the Player Development Center. 



The Twins need to repair Sano’s hitting approach, and his lifestyle. Being sent to Class A should help Sano get the message. 

There are two problems with sending a player to Class AAA: The player, if talented, could quickly dominate lesser competition and begin itching 
to return to the big leagues. And: Class AAA rosters are filled with players who think they belong in the big leagues, and who develop bad 
attitudes. 

4. Twins might miss Mientkiewicz. 

The Twins dismissed Doug Mientkiewicz as their Class AA manager last year. Mientkiewicz, who had a strong tough-love relationship with 
Sano, may have been the perfect mentor for Sano at this juncture of his career. Mientkiewicz, like Morneau and Pierzynski, had to bounce 
between the minors and majors before establishing himself. 

5. Home plate > dinner plate. 

In terms of playing third base long-term and staying healthy, Sano’s weight is important. For the short term, his hitting approach is much more 
important. 

Twins analyst Roy Smalley recently told Sano that he should try to hit home runs to center field, instead of trying to pull everything to left and 
making himself vulnerable to any pitches on the outside part of the plate. 

Smalley immediately went to Molitor’s office and apologized for coaching one of his players. Molitor told Smalley he would kiss him if Sano 
starting hitting homers to center. 

From the front office through the field staff, the Twins believe that if Sano tries to punish the ball to center and right he will return to All-Star 
form. Instead, he has halfheartedly tried to slap the ball the other way. 

Sano needs to realize that if he sets up to hit homers to center, pitchers won’t have any idea what to throw him. He’ll regain the upper hand. 

6. He’s capable. 

What’s most disappointing about Sano’s performance is that he proved how intelligent he can be at the plate as a rookie in 2015. He came to 
the big leagues and immediately started batting in the middle of the order for a contender, and immediately became their most valuable player. 

Joe Mauer, the Twins’ smartest hitter, told teammates then that Sano was the rare young hitter who could set up a pitcher. 

What Sano needs to realize is that the difference between his current career path and his ideal career path might amount to $300 million in 
gross pay. 
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Kyle Gibson outpitches Corey Kluber, Twins earn 6-3 victory over Cleveland 

By Phil Miller Star Tribune  JUNE 16, 2018 — 12:18AM 

CLEVELAND – Corey Kluber is one of Paul Molitor’s favorite pitchers to watch — “as a fan of the game,” he clarified. On Friday, he got the rare 
treat of enjoying watching Kluber as the opposing manager. 

The two-time Cy Young winner had not allowed more than three runs in a game since July, and hadn’t done it at home in 14 months. He hadn’t 
pitched fewer than six innings in a game this season. Heck, he hadn’t walked a batter in more than a month. 

Until Friday. Eddie Rosario (of course) and Brian Dozier homered off the Indians’ ace, Kyle Gibson outpitched him, and the Twins, desperate to 
remain relevant in the AL Central, earned one of their most heartening victories of the season, 6-3 over the Indians at Progressive Field. 

“He’s not really a guy anybody is too comfortable getting behind, or hitting with two strikes. A lot of our damage was aggressive at-bats — 
Rosie [on the] first pitch, and Doz the second pitch,” Molitor said. “We were trying to get after him a little bit. He left a couple pitches where we 
could handle them, and we were able to hit them hard.” 

They did, and a dozen or so streaks came to an end, seemingly all to the Twins’ benefit. So routinely dominant has Kluber been this season, 
that when Cleveland manager Terry Francona lifted him after allowing an unthinkable four runs in five innings. 

That’s as opposed to Gibson, who might not be in Kluber’s stratosphere as a pitcher, but has delivered plenty of effectiveness, albeit often 
unrewarded, this season. Gibson hadn’t been credited with a victory since March 31, despite a dozen mostly strong starts in the interim. 
“There’s no complaint around here about [how] Gibby’s been throwing the ball,” Molitor said. “We backed him up a little bit tonight, got to a 
tough pitcher. … Gibby was solid.” 

Gibson allowed only three singles over seven innings, though four walks made his job mildly more difficult. But once the Twins staked him to a 
lead, he never appeared in danger of giving it back. Given that the Twins had done so in each of their last two games, that was a relief, so 
much so that Molitor joked about it. 

When Rosario crushed a Kluber sinker more than 400 feet in the first inning, Molitor said, “I’m thinking, ‘Gibby, we got you a run.’ ” The Twins 
didn’t score after the first inning in Wednesday or Thursday’s losses, but this time, they did. 

Rosario, the team’s hottest hitter for about a month now, had a hand in that, too. He led off the fourth inning with a hustle double, then watched 
as Eduardo Escobar drew the first walk that Kluber had issued since May 8. 

The Indians then got only one out on Logan Morrison’s double-play grounder, bringing Dozier, the Twins’ coldest hitter — 0-for-20 since last 
Thursday — to the plate. 

Dozier, dropped out of his customary leadoff spot to fifth in the order in response to the slump, blasted a Kluber cutter over the 19-foot-high wall 
in left-center. 



“It was a big team win for us. We’re almost halfway thought the season, and we’re not where we want to be,” Gibson said. “We’ve got a little bit 
of urgency here. We’ve got a lot of goals we want to hit. … We’re not far off.” 

 

Mauer bats leadoff against Kluber as Twins open cri tical series in Cleveland 

By Phil Miller  JUNE 15, 2018 — 4:51PM 

 CLEVELAND — It’s a new Twins lineup today, in more ways than one. 

    Joe Mauer will be in uniform tonight, in the first of three games at Progressive Field that loom far larger for the Twins than the first-place 
Indians. Mauer returns to the lineup exactly four weeks since his last appearance, and he’ll bat in the leadoff spot. That moves Brian Dozier 
down to fifth in the order, a shake-up that manager Paul Molitor hopes produces an end to the slump that has plagued Dozier all month. 

    “I talked to [Dozier] about it. I’m hoping he gets more chances with runners on base,” Molitor said of his second baseman, who is on an 0-for-
19 skid at the moment. “I know that leading off is probably his first choice, but sometimes you’ve got to make a change.” 

    Mostly, the Twins need to change their losing ways. Back-to-back blown leads in Detroit have left Minnesota six games behind the Indians, 
so winning this series becomes a matter of survival in the  AL Central race. And given that the Mariners are 10-3 in June, opening a 13-game 
gap over the Twins for the second wild-card spot, catching the Indians appears the only path to a playoff berth. 

    As if that doesn’t sound hard enough, the Twins face Corey Kluber tonight, a two-time Cy Young winner who appears intent upon winning a 
third. Kluber is 10-2, his ERA is 1.99, and he hasn’t walked a batter since May 8 — that’s 43 1/3 innings ago. 

    “The comment I read by somebody he faced the other week was true: ‘It reminded me of the [Greg] Maddux days. The balls that start in the 
zone probably are going to end up balls, and the ones outside the zone are going to be strikes,’ “ Molitor said. “But I think the guys will be up for 
it. I know when [I played], you used to love to play the best, and this is one of the best for sure.” 

    Taylor Motter is here as well, wearing uniform No. 45. He can play any position on the diamond, Motter said before the game, which is 
exactly why he was added to the roster. 
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Twins club Corey Kluber in 6-3 win over first-place  Indians 

By MIKE BERARDINO | mberardino@pioneerpress.com | Pioneer Press 

CLEVELAND — On paper, it appeared to be a clear mismatch: Cleveland Indians ace Corey Kluber, with 10 wins already and the second-best 
earned run average in the American League, against hard-luck Twins right-hander Kyle Gibson, whose only win this season came way back on 
March 31. 

So much for the chalk. 

Home runs by Eddie Rosario and Brian Dozier highlighted an early Twins uprising against the indomitable Kluber, sending him to the showers 
after just five innings and the Twins to a 6-3 win over the American League Central leaders. 

“I think it was just a big team win for us,” Gibson said. “We’re almost halfway through the season, and we’re not where we want to be. We’ve 
got a little bit of urgency here. We’ve got a lot of goals as a team that we want to hit. Unfortunately we haven’t lived up to our own expectations 
so far, but we’re not far off.” 

Improving to 5-2 against the Indians, including four straight wins, the Twins pulled within five games of first. They also snapped a depressing 
habit of scoring in the first inning only to go scoreless the rest of the way, as they had in dropping their final two games in Detroit this week. 

Fernando Rodney still had to be summoned for the final out of a shaky ninth, retiring Francisco Lindor to record his 13th straight save and 15th 
overall, but that was about the only blip on the night. 

Rosario’s first-inning, 418-foot blast was his first off Kluber, his team-leading 15th this year and his third straight in as many trips against Indians 
pitching, dating to his three-homer game at Target Field on June 2. Rosario then doubled to start the fourth, giving him 18 total bases in his 
past seven trips against the Indians. 

“Man, he’s been so good,” Gibson said. “That guy has just been a sparkplug. He’s done such a great job putting up runs early and getting big 
hits. The walk-off homers, the go-ahead homers. He’s a guy that’s never intimidated up there. It doesn’t matter who he’s facing.” 

Eduardo Escobar followed with a five-pitch walk, ending Kluber’s walk-free streak at 46 1/3 innings and 179 batters, dating to May 8. It was the 
longest streak such streak in the majors since Bartolo Colon went 48 1/3 innings without a walk for the New York Mets in 2015 and the longest 
by an Indians pitcher since Paul Byrd in 2007 (48 innings). 

“Wow, how many innings?” Escobar said of Kluber’s streak. “I take my hat off to him. He is one nasty pitcher.” 

Rosario scored on Lindor’s throwing error as he tried to complete a double play on Logan Morrison’s grounder, and slumping Brian Dozier 
followed with a two-run homer to left. 

Dozier, dropped to fifth in the order, had been hitless in his previous 20 at-bats and was just 7 for 48 (.146) with 14 strikeouts against Kluber. 
The homer was just the third for Dozier off Kluber. 

The two-time Cy Young Award winner was pulled after just 65 pitches, ending his string of quality starts at 14. Before the Twins pinned four 
earned runs on him, Kluber hadn’t allowed more than three in his past 26 starts, an AL record. 

The four swing-and-miss strikes for Kluber (10-3) tied for the second-lowest total in his 178 starts as the Twins put the first or second pitch in 
play eight times in the first four innings. That included both homers and Rosario’s double. 



Kluber reached two strikes just six times all night, striking out three; that matched his lowest strikeout total against the Twins, dating to August 
2012. 

“We tried to be aggressive,” Twins manager Paul Molitor said. “A lot of our damage was aggressive at-bats. We were trying to get after him.” 

Though Kluber entered 6-0 with a 1.26 earned-run average in eight home starts, the Indians have now gone just 10-11 in his 21 career starts 
against the Twins. 

Gibson, meanwhile, scattered three singles and four walks while completing seven innings for the third time in four starts. Before improving to 
2-4 with a 3.27 ERA this season, he had been 1-2 with a 6.57 ERA in five road starts against the Indians. 

The Indians threatened briefly in the sixth after Yan Gomes’ two-out RBI single, but Lonnie Chisenhall swung over a two-strike slider, stranding 
two runners. 

Lindor also booted a routine double-play ball from Dozier in a two-run sixth. That marked just the second multi-error game for the all-star 
shortstop since reaching the majors in 2015. 

Mauer, playing his first big-league game in four weeks, grounded out in all four trips but did force Kluber into a pair of three-ball counts. 

 

Pioneer Press LOADED: 06.16.2018 

 


